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March 18, 1936,

No. of Weords: 1000

Indians Pick Pine Cones.
(Cont inuity. )

Picking pine cones in Northern Minnesota is something that is
not generally known and the first question that usually arises when
I make mntion of picking pine cones is "What do they do with the
pine ocmes,” The answer is a long one but briefly speaking I would
simply say "They plant them and grow great pine forests."

The kind of pine trees that are of the most commercial use are
the Norway pine, the White pine, the Jack pine » and the white spruce.
Hach tree is a distinct specie and each have a different shaped cone.
The Norway pine come is quite regular in shape and alze, being in the
shape of a peg top and about en inch long and nearly the same in
diemeter. The White pine cones are long spikes from four to asix
inches in length and about a half inch in d iameter. The Jack pine
cone is in the shape of a horn and about an inch long and tiree

quarters of an inch in thickness. The Spruce cone is nearly round
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and about a half inch long. The Spruce cones ripen in August.
The White pine in late August and in September the Norway pine
cones ripen, The Jack pine cones do not mture until spring.
White pine and Jack Pine cones sell for a dollar per bushel.

The Norwvay pine cones about two dollars and the Spruce commnds
a price of about two and one half dollars, The White pine cones
are usually found in singles. The Jack pine in pairs while the
Norway pine cones range from two, three, four, five and six to a
e¢luster. The Spruce cones are foumd near the top of the tree and
in heavy clusters.

When the cones are gathered, they are stored in warehouses
and placed in large shallow crates, about a bushel to the crate.
The temperature is usually kept at about 114 degrees Fahremheit
and under this heat, they dry out and open. Then the crates are
vigorously shaken and the seed falls out. The seed is very small,
about the size of a pin head with a wing-like appendage. The
seed is very oily. Many bushels of cones are required to produce a
single bushel of seed. Fow or five thowsand bushels of cones will
produce less than a hundred bushels of seed.

After the seed has been extracted, it is then planmted in seed
beds very thickly. When the plant has developed into a plant
about an inch ar $wo in length, it is carefully dug up and replanted
in ‘the areas of the forest that hame been ¢ut over by lumbermen or
burnt over by a forest fire. It takes a hundred years or more to
grow a Torest of trees that are fit for commercial use. The picking
of cones, the extracting of the seed and the transplanting of the

young trees furnishes employment to a vast army of men.
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Now we will go out and pick pines cones, It is great fun %o
be out all day in the solitary forests where you will have a chance
to commme with Nature, get a wind tan, a few scratches and a hungry
stomach., To have the opportunity to get out and to sat a hearty
meal that has been cooked over the open fire is something that you
will long remember, As you sit quietly eating yowr lunch, you will
hear the gay chatter of the red squirrel as he pauses now and then
in his work of cutting pine comes from the branches of the giant
trees, To be able to watch him work a hundred feet above t he
ground is resl interesting and as you wateh him work, you might
wonder what he will do with his great store of pine cones. As a
matter of faet the aguirrel is thrifty and when fall comes he not
only stores enocugh food for his winter's supply but he will also
store a bounteous surplus. Sometimes, you will see him guietly
sitting on a log or stump with a pine cone in his paws which he
nidbbles on %o get at the rich olly seed inside. The squirrel is
industrious, thrifty and even mischievous and gay. You wonder why
I discourse about the squirrel so much. In pine cone pickinz the
squirrel plays an important part and you mst learn to know him
quite well before you can use him to your adventege.

When all the hazel nuts have fallen seems to be the watch-

word of the pine cone pickers. During the season thet the hazel

nuts are répening and fnlﬁa the ground, Mr. Squirrel is very

busy caching the nuts and does not pay eny attemtion to anything
elase until the hazel nuts are all gone. He them starts with the
pine cones but he does not wait for the cones to fll but climbs

%o the top of the tree and cuts them down himself. He runs out to
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the ends of the limbe on the $allest trees and with a deft move
ment with his front feet and teeth cuts off a cone as neatly as
though it were cut off with & sharp kmife. He cuts perBaps from
fifteen to twenty cones per minute. After he has cut off most of
the cones from s tree, he climbs down and picks up a cone with his
teeth and carries It off and hides i1t, Maybe he will bury it under
some nearby log or in the leaves and sometimes he will find a hole
er & hollow stump which he will £ill up with the pine cones. Some-
times he will cache the cones several roda from the tree and at
hiding he is an expert. You can watch as he buries a cone under
some leaves and when he has gone to make another hawul, try and
£find the one that he g just hiddem. You will be surprized ss he
haes not disturbed any of the leaves. He may put only one cone in a

spot and them again he mey place & whole basket full of cones in a

pile, especially under a pile of sglashings or underbrush.

If you are an inexperienced pine cone picker, about the only thing
you gan 40 iz to walk arouni until you find a squirrel tlnt is working
in a tree. All you have %o dothen iz to pick up the cones as fast as
he cuts them dowm. This is a slow system and you will not be able %o
gather more than ahe bushel per day. Soms inexperienced pickers play
the part of the squirrel. They c¢iimb the tree; cut off the cone and
drop it %o the ground after which they gather up the cones in sacks.

The Indims living on the Cass Lale Indian Reservation were the
first poople to engage in picking pine cones and during the picking
season usuwally earnsd much monsy. Then the White man started in the
business to such an extent thet the picking season is shortened to

Just a few days as the cones come in from all directions. The demand
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for pine cones is limited. The Federal Forestiry Department being
about the only buyer of pine cones. Sometimes the state forestry
departments of some of the east states send out buyer to Cass Lake
fo buy up cones and with hundreds of men and women picking cones,

1% does not take long %0 fill the dempand.

GBS

SOURCES OF INFORMAT ION.

The writer was one of the fastest pine cone pickers that

ever went into the business of pine cone picking.




REVINISCENCES AND ACTUAL EXPE
in the
SIOUX" MASSACRE OF 1862

wes porn in the State of New York,
g 3 » } . 5 7 v - ~ B ol 4 b ¥ 2 123 amhha™
nembers of his family being interested in the lumber

At an esrly age, my
yportunities were to be had iu
grate to that part of the coun

yrritory of Vi_uesota in Februa ] 3
then known 28 "school land", This was near the
was known zs8 "The Big Joods”. This congisted of
extending for miles in all directions, Father
home and we settled in what we intended %o be

There were very few neighbors. White
but the Indians were numerous and became almosgt

These were buldr "Winnebagoes" as well
two tribees being on friendly terms as well as int
and became acquainted with many members of both.

Vy two elder brothers -became Indiasn Tradere at the
servation not far distant. The young Indian children became my
;wgmnlonE and pleymates, Very soon we agquired thelr languag
vn; gsoon could converse quite fluently in their tongue, Both
parents were very kind to the Indians and many of their head m
Ox "Chiefs" were among our ascquaintances. "Red Cloud", *Litt
8ix" or "Shakopee", "Big Fish", "Big Bear", "Little Fish", "Litt)
Thunder", "and "Little Crow" = leader of the Massacre, were well
known guests, Indeed, my father taught "Little Crow" %o both read
and write., Our garden alwzys supplied corn, potatoes, eto. to the
ittle bande, and many & fine string of fish was given in retumn

I well remember one day sa ygrty of Indiane and their
famillies had camped near and on our land, Mother walked over and
with her knitting sat on the end of a fallen log, conversing with
0ld "Oxseke",one of the squaws, who was cooking = meal over
kettle hung between two posts, a fire burning underneath
put in potatoes and corn (from our garden) when & warrior se
large bird in a2 tree near by, with a well dlrﬂcted shot, bre
Lt to the ground. Another shot killed & squirrel, Both we
“Oxeeke's" hands for dinner, Picking off the feathers, and
leaving legs, claws, head, and without drawing, 1t went into
kettle, The squirrel followed, -after only being skinned, WM

tehing the culinary proceedings, lost her appetite 1 b
e 2nd winks trieda to have me dec¢line., No, I wanted some
;hat "efew" and I can truly say that I have dlned at so
finest hotels of both Paris and london, but I
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We hzd two very fine hogs fattening in & pen nesar by.
Vother ran to the pen (it wes mzde of reils) eaying, "The Indians
shan't have our hogs without the trouble of cetching them", tore
down the pen znd let the hoge out. Thet wzs the last we ever saw
of them. Our cows had been milked and had gone to their feeding
grounde. We Jjoined the other settlers, which soon became & mob,
Some men, more brave than others, were for trying to make a stand.
Others kindled fires by the roadside and were warming bullets,
Men were loading two-horse wagons ae fast as pessible, putting in
anybody of the women end ohildren, anything to save life,
gometimes children were put into one wagon, the mother in sangther,
ag there was room,

An o0ld man and wife ~ a lir. and lrs.Wheeler - friende of
ours, helped us into their wagon; continuing until filled, he
drove away. We had gone about five miles, whipping the horses
into a run, when the team began to tire out. lother fully realizing
the gituetion told lir Wheeler to stop and let her snd us children
out., They expostulated. Mother was firm, B8he sald, "Your team
is about exhausted, they can go but 1little farther unless you
lighten the load. Perhaps you can escape alone, with us all you
cannot, I am going to get out." Ghe did so, snd taking us three
children, she plunged into the woods.

After walking some way, we came to a low place - a marsh,
tall grase and rushes were growing very thick, NMother took us in
and hid us in the grase and rushes, The water was very low, very
muddy. After resting e while, mother expleined 4t to us all. Ehe
said, "Children, I am going back after 3pot." 8pot, by the wey,
was one of our cows, We hed reised her from & calf. OGhe was 2
perfect pet, We used tc play around her, ride on her back, crawl
under her, and make her one of us children. E&he would follow like
a dog. Mother s2id, "I must go. I will try and get Spot; you will
211 starve to death unless I do. We have but 1little foed, and no
one knows how long we will have to mzke it last." 3She added, If I
do not come back when the sun goes down, you will know that I em
dead. If I never ocome back, hide days. Travel that way", pointing
to the Fast, "nights, and perhaps your father will find you." :
After kiseing each of us and ocommending us to God's care, she left
us,

Oh ! that day. Never daring to raise our heads, for feer
of an Indien tomahawk, never daring to speak, only in 2z whigper,
the long day dragged on. Submerged in water and mud, snskes,
inseots, mosquitoes ~ oh ! would the day ever end. Juet sa the sun
wae setting, my 1little brother looked up, and seeing moving
objects whispered, "Down, down for your lives, there's more'n
nineteen mndred Injuns right onto uas." Oh! how my 1little heert
beat, YHow terrified we were. ILooking ugein, we found that my
brother's boyish imagination had magnified one woman and a cow
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into nineteen hundred Indians. Jt was, yes it wer our blessed
mother, and she had old Spet with her, It was getting twilight.
Mother, children, and cow plunged into the deep woods. We found
a2 nice dry spect and rested for the time.

Vother, aiter leaving us, started bagk toward our home,
When ehe heard the Indiens firing in one direction, she would 'turn
in the other., She ran into a little knot ol men who were preparing
to meke a stend. - They were walting for some others to join them.
They were mountecd, and among others; was & fine stallion. He weas
the property of a Capt.Wilson. Mother told her story, and asked
for the loan cf the horse. He said, "lMadam, he would kill you; he
hae never had a woman on his beck." Mother expleined that in her
youth, she had been a fearless rider. S8he begged for the use of
the horee, FHemember, it was 2 mother begging for the lives of her
childrer, At last he consented, They muifled his feet, and
muzzlea nim 80 he could not neigh if he heard or sew the Indien
ponies, Hother knew the feeding~ground of the cattle. Making her
way there at_ last, she heard the sound of old Spot's bell. Eiding
to her, she cut the Btrap, snd sterted back with her toward the
carp, Returning the horse, she csme directly to us,

¥e now commenced our warderings. We subsisted on berries,
wild crab apples, hezel nuts, etc., together with wild plume,
which grew in.abundance. At right, mother would make Spot lie

In the mornings, she would milk in our mouthg. We hasd no cupe or
dishes of any kind., In our wanderings, we ceme 2oroes others,
mother always taking the lead, and they always relying on her
council. She shared Spot's milk also.

The f£irst sign of civilization was, one morning we spied
a roof and chimneys. It proved to be Hershey's mill. et Morristown,
In that, we, with other refugees, were housed. We looked like
nothing human, FKaggerd, dirty, torn, almoet naked, soratched by
thorns and brambles, swollen eyes almoet shut from insecot bites,
we found that we had beenr twenty-one days and nighte wardering.
In fzet, twenty-one days and nighte of Hell ! Mother had thus
saved eleven lives. Her portrait hangs in Segtion 9, #15 in the
Territorial Pioneer Hall at the State ¥Fair Grounds. She was the
best and the bravest woman I ever knew, ' In her "Obituary" she is
referred to s "One of linnesota's lerolines,"

When we returned, it was to find only a scene of ruin
- and destruction. I oan assure you that old 8pot was one of our
especial cares. GShe was fed, petted, and caresd for the rest of
her 1ife, and on her death (from old age) we interred her with
heavy hearts,and many a tear was shed over and t0 her memory.

{ Paul d o T
\ D JUlda
in 16272
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Susan Bahr,

(Mrs, Gust Bahr)

2563 Hoffman Street,

8t, Paul, Minnesota,

Full Blooded 8ioux Indian,

-

The Hazelwood Republie
Williamson and Riggs Missions
Plight of Friendly Indians during the Uprising of 1862,

Not until Susan Waumdisun, a full blooded Sioux
Indian girl, was sufficlently advanced in school to study
United States history of the Civil War period, did she
learn the meaning of the hushed voices and air of tragic
mystery in her home when in answer to her childish
questioning, she was told evasively of"something terrible"
which had happened in Minnesota to cause the exile of her
father and mother from the beautiful stretches which had
been their heritage for countlesa centuries,

Clad in the full costume of her people, replete with




leather, beads and feathers, Mrs, Bahr attends the annual
meetings of the Territorial Ploneers at the Minnesota
State Falr, and sometimes is induced to give an aboriginal
war cance and tribal song, Later she appears in her con-
ventional clothes as the educated, cultured and jolly
grandmother that she really is,

As she sits with the notables of the State, the
pleture of her father Henry Waumdisun looks down upon her
from its honored position among the portraits of the men
who helped to make the territory,

This Waumdisﬁn (Eagle Quill) was one of the
Mdewakonton Sioux who ranged the upper Mississippi and
who in the first half of the nineteenth century were
located in bands scattered from the mouth of the
Minnesota to Winona, He took as his bride, Naney Wakinyan-
Towin (Blue Feather), of the same blood,

As a young man he becameé a Christian, joined the
Hazelwood colony of Williamson and Riggs at the Upper Sioux
Agency near the mouth of the Yellow Medicine, and established
a home after the manner of the white man, Of such a family
in 1859 1t was written, "The men heads of families, have

discarded the blanket, have had their hair cut, have donned

white men's clothes, and are located on lands allotted to
them by the treaties of 18568, A decent bed is substituted
for the dirty buffalo robe in former use, Instead of a
group with wooden bowls, horn spoons and perhaps a butcher
knife, seated on the floor near a kettle of ducks, fish or
hominy, the family may be seen surrounding a table decently
furnished, on which, with other articles of well cooked food,




is often well baked bread, and sometimes butter",

To the happy home of Henry and Nanecy, éne bright
August morning in 18682, there éamo the soldiers with the
news that the Sioux were in revolt, many whites had been
killed, and the friendly Indians must be moved out at
once, both as a reassurance to the whites and for the
protection of the Indlians themselves,

They remained under guard at Fort Snelling with the
wives and children of many of those engamged in the revolt,
and the next spring were shipped to Fort Armstrong at Roeck
Island, hundreds of the captured hostiles being included
in their number, Waumdisun and his wife were in time sent
to the Santee Reservation in Northeast Nebraska,

The Waumdisun was attached teo the Williamson and
Riggs Mission, and was frequently taken by the Rev, Alfred
Riggs under the ausplces of the American Board of Home
Missions to the Eaatern States where he made many an
eloquent plea for assistance in Christian effort among his
people, He died in the spring of 1897,

Susan was born on the reservation, August 10, 1874,

and received an excellont education in the Mission school

under the principalship of the Hev, Mr, Riggs, later becoming

a teacher in the school heraelf,

In the meantime, Gust Bahr, who had been brought from
Germany te Iowa as & boy of three years by his parent, Mr,
and Mrs, Otto Bahr, had moved as a youth to northeast Iowa
and there grown te manhood., After Waumdlisun died, CGust with
others went %o the home of the widow to make arrangements for

the use of her farm, In the exchange of information through




the interpreter, Gust disclosed that he was a bachelor and
learned in turn that Naney's family consisted of a daughter
who was a teacher in the Mission, In due time arrangements
were made for renting the land on shares, Living near by
the young man often visited at the home, and performed many
acts of kindness for the two women dwelling alone, and in
time wooed and won the daughter, In 1808 they were married
at the Mission,

For a while they farmed successfully, ralsing cattle
and chickens, But the drouth came, there was no feed and
the family decided to move to the Mimnesota of which Susan
had heard so much, Accordingly in 1922, they located in
8t., Paul, where Gust secured employment at his trade of
tractor grader operator,

There are four children, Mabel married Leo LeClailre
and lives in Texas, Bertha 1s in Los Angeles. Danlel, who
is married, and Floyd, the youngest, 18 years of age, are
now working at Red Wing, There are three grandchildren,

"Why Grandma, with all those feathers and everything,

you look just like an Indian", was the greeting the costumed

Susan received from her little American-German-Norweglan
grandson; in whose own veins flows the ancient noble strain
of the NMdewakonton Sloux, once possessors of the countless
millions of acres now teeming with the activities of white
c¢ivilization,
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