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Prominent in the legends of the Chippewa Indians mxx
is a mischievous elf they ¢all Way-nah-boo-sho, His pranks
have delighted Indian children for generations, as their
parents realted the deeds of this mythical trouble maker.
The stories were not always without moral, as is shown by
this example of the old Chippewa story telling art.
WAYENAH-BOO0-SHO
The Chippewa E1f
Way=nah-boo=-sho was roaming in the woods one day when
he met a deer (wa-wa-ska-she) who had a bow (mi-tig-gob) and
arrow (bi-quok). Way-nah-boo-sho said to the deer, "Let me
see your fine bow and arrow,” The deer hesitated, but fimally
gave his fine bow and arrow to Way-nah-boo-sho,
Way-nah«boo-sho studied the bow and arrow carefully
and saw it had a nice point,
"Pell me, Wa-waeska-she, what is the Sefimsicssfesi
softest part of your head?" %he asked the &gar,ﬂﬁﬂ\fmd~kf‘f&”k
"My forehead, of course," replied the deer, Immediate-
ly he was shot dead, Way-naheboo=sho cooked some of the deer,

but a nearby tree sereamed so loudly that he could not eat,
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At last Way-nah-boo-sho struck the tree., He culd stand it no
longer. A bough of the tree reached down and held his arm
fast. When the tree had given him some advice ximmk to prevent
him from falling in trouble again, he was released,

When Way-nah-boo«sho returned to his meal, he found it
was oll gone; his brothers the wolves (mah-eng-gon) had eaten
it all up., Only a few bones were left, includ ng the head.

The brain was inside, so Way-nah~boo=-sho turned himself into a
1ittle snake (ge-nay-bi-gounce) and erawled through the largest
hole in the head,

He devoured the choice meat inside the skull and found
he wvas too big to getbout, What was he to do? He called for
help, but none came, Ip desperation, he raised himself up, and
lo, he @isvovered the head was light enough for him to 1lift,

He  started to run and femmE bdumped into a tree.

"Who are you?" asked Way-nahe-boo-sho.

"I am Pine (Shi-quok),"™ said the tree, "and grow in
the thick woods,"
He truned an ran in another direction and again he
bumped into a tree,
"Who are you," demanded Way-nah-boo=-sho.
"I am Ash (Ba-pa-ge-mock)," sa2id the tree, "I live
near the water,

"Ah," said Way-naheboo-sho to himself, "Iam near

Immediately he fell into the lake, On and on he
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ssoor swam until he ikemm thought he could last no longer,

Some Indians out hunting saw the head moving in the
water and shouted, "Deer, deerl” and steered their blrch bark
eanoes (wi-quote-si-ge-mun) in that direction.

Way-nah-boo-sho was afraif they would shoot him, so he
used his last strength to svwim away from them, He swam so fast
that vhen he hit a rock, the broke the bones of the head and
was free again, He changed back into his own form again and
the Indians who had been chasing him laughed with him and at
his pranks and turned about and said, "Let's go back, It was

only Way-nah-boo-sho,"

Indiens delight in telling stories ebout the animals

which play an important part in their life. The followling
gtory about the rabbit and the raccoon was told by many
generations of the Chippewas %o their échildren, This
interpretation of the legend was done by Eequa=gahebou=we=

quance (Standing Last Weman) of the Minnesota Chippewa tribe.
THE RABBIT AND RACCOON ARGUMENT

Onee upon a time there was a rabbit (wah-booz) living
with his grandmother (o-ko-mis-sun). One day he was playing
in the woods and he heard someone say, "Wah-booz, you have
terribly long ears,”

The 1ittle rabbit did not knmow who was mocking him,
so he mn to the wigwem, erying end said, "Oh, ko-mis,

__sone-one-isamaldng fan-ef-me




Minnesota .

Folkdore & Legend - 4

some one is making fun of me,"

"I know who he 1s," answered the grandmother, "He is
that little WA«si-sun (raccoon); he lives with his o-ko-mis-sun
across the pond from here." To stop the tears of little
Wah-booz, No-ko-mis said to him, "My child, you go back and
tell A-si-bun that he has a striped face,"

Little Wah-booz went back and ecalled out to A-si-bun,
"Oh, little A-si-bun, what an awful striped face you hawe,"

When A-si-bhn hgard these words he ran to his wigwam
and told his grandmother, "Oh, that's little Wah-boozj he
lives with his o«ko-mis-sun across the pond, You return and
tell him that he has long heels,”

Thereupon A-si-bun went back and said to Wahwbooz,
"Oh, little Wah-booz, mxirk what long heels you have,"

The young rabbit Jumped home to his wigwam, shouting
terafully, "Oh, No-kosmis, Aesi-bun #w¥i¥x calls me lomg
heels,"

"You go right back and tell that little A«si-bun that
he has a striped back and striped taill,” the grandmother told
the hurt rabbdbit.

A-si-bun again heard Wah-booz calling him names to
meke him angry. The little raccoon entered his home, weeping
and cried out to his grandmother, "Oh, No-ko-mis, that little
Wah-booz is still calling me names,”

"Run back once more and c¢all him this bad name:

"What e a funny puckered-looking mouth you have, Wah-booz,"
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And to this day, the rabbit and raccoon have never been

friends,

Chippewe Indians had a mythiceall character of their
own who was similar to the powerful Paul Bunyan of the
lumber jacks, He was Winniboozho, the Chippewa super-man,
No matter how well any Indian good perform a feat of daring
or strength, Winniboozho was eredited with being able to
do the same thing much better and quicker. This story tells
of the comics¥ situations Winniboozo found himself in when he

N N I R R T TR

went on a trip of exploration,

WINNIBOOZO CIRCLES THE EARTH

Long before ¥m white men discovered that the
earth is round, Winniboozo had come to the same conelusion,
Other members of the tribe would not believe him, so he set
out to prove imxkimmxik his claim by travelling completely
around the earth,

He left his lodsme and went some distance before
choosing a starting point, Finding a likely spot for a land
mark, he said to himself, "No if I go straight ahead and keep
going, I will come back to,this spot mmmt which will prove
the earth is round,”

He headed toward the midday sun which was south,
and taking gigantic steps that earried from one huge forest
to another he covered a great distance the first day. The

gsecond day he went even farther, Forgetting about the eclimatie
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zones and the changing sessons, he forged ahead until he
eame to a large lake which mx was right in his path, I%¥
had been late winter when he left his lodge and the lakes
were still frozen. Not wishing to lose any time by going
around the lake, he thought he mmk would slide acroos the
teprroorwywmmtidy  ice as he would at home by running for a
distnace and then skidding across on his huge feet.

The lake was calm and Winniboozo thought it was ice,
He ran for a long ways and then leaped., Tmxmk He fell into
deep water, and laughing to himself at the mistake he had
made, he struggled to the surface and continued on his
journey. After many days of travel, he came to a lake
again and stopped to make a survey.

"I must be around the world already, This is the
lake that fooled me before,” he sald, "I will take a good
swim before I return to my lodge and shall be all refreshed
when I tell my people about my Jjourney,”

Girded only in his loin c¢loth, he book a long run
and jumped into the lake, Again he vas fooled, The lake
was frozen and he slid halfway across on his stomach over
the smooth surface, Rising, he laughed to himself again,
and econtinued his Journey back to his landmark,

"Anywey, I have proved that the world is round,
and I am the firet one to make the gux Jjourney," nnckwmis
Winniboozo told himself as he returned to his lodge.
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QURCES OF INFORMATION,
(See memt page)




The informetion contained in this contimity on the
Legerdary Indian History of Mmesota, was given to the
writer by experienge and sssociation with older memb
the Chippews Infdlian Vribe who were unable 0 write and
preserved their history only by word of mouth.

Reference was made %o William Henry VWarren's "Indian

History of Minunesota" (Mimneapolis Publie Library) fo:

1

date and loeation of the battle referred %os The tine as
siven by the Indicns and the means amployed by Williom
Hany Varren in determining the date &8s not scoursite bug

eloss enoush Tor ell intents anmd purpOsos,
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INDIAN ORGANIZATIONS.,
(Continuity)

Prior to eighteen sixty eight, the Chippewa Indians

en joyed tribval government. They had no police;, no courts,
no judges, no mayors or maglstrates, no governors or pre-
sidents.  The Chief (Ogema) of the tribe was everything.

He was ably assisted by sub-chiefs end head-men. Under
this form of government each Indian enjoyed a code of
living that had a high moral character which was based upen
the same prineciples of the Ten Commendments. The duties

of the chiefwsre more or lese of an advisory capacity or
leader. The Indians did not have great problems of a pole
itical or economical nature to sontend with. His main con-
cern was to live and he followed the natural course %o
obtain it. He was not & citizen snd bowed his head to no

flag. He ocame and went a&as he pleased.
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After ceding his lands to the United States Govern-
ment, he was removed to certain areas which he reserved
end vhich were designated as Indian reservations. Though
his domain was restricted, he still enjoyed tribal govern=
ment and still lived in his own primitive way.

in 1887 he made a pact with the United States Covern-
ment which was approved by Congress in 1889. This Act
dissolved his tribal government and he was ineorporated in
the body politic of the United States as a ward. On the
reservation he was amenable to the Federal laws and off the
reservation he was subject to the Btate laws. The dissolu-~
tion of his tribal Bovernment geve him a voice in metters
pertaining to his estate but he could not vote as he was
now a ward of the United States Covernment. As he was
segregated on reservations, there was no need of having
any more chiefs to be his advisor and leader. Indian Agents
appointed by the United States Interior Department became
the chief (Ogema) among the Inliens. The Indien agent was
assisted by Indian Police. However, he still held his

councils now and then. Sometimes,he held a council to re~

gis ter complaints or grievances which he held against the

United States Governmen t.

As he pnogres@dand became more and more like a White
man, bBome of his treaties matured but the govermment did
not mhkways remember its promises to the Indians and then

he egain went into a couneil to takd such steps as would
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be necessary to bring out the results that he desired.
At first the Indian Bureau recognized these councils
but as time went by, the Indians began to show their
real ability to manage their own estate, g0 the Indian

Bureau's agents began to cause frietion emong the Indians.

This was accomplised by cdassifying the Indians as com-

petents and non-competents. The competents were the

breeds and the incompetents were the full bloods, Many

of the full bloods proved to be more competent that many

of the mixed bloods or breeds. The competent Indiens were
given the right to alienate thir allotments but the allot=-
ments of the incompetents still remained under the Jjuris-
dietion of the Federal Government. The Indisn Agents would
not recognize the rights of the competents in spite of the
fact that they still held an equity in the Chippewa estate-
On the other hand, the Indian Bureau recognized every act
of the incompetents even though the incompetents numbered
less than a thousand Chippewa Indians out of the thirteen
thousand ecomprizing the tribe. The competent fought for
their righis and even though they were in the overwhelming
ma jority, they could not accomplish much. The counecils
were always held at a regular plgce and when the competents
met to hold a meeting, the incompetents would do likewise
but the incompetents usually held their councils in a diff-
erent place which gave them the name of "brush™ councils.
This incompetent Indians were well treated by the Indian

Agent who issued salt pork to them regularly end soon the

name was changed from "brush"™ to "salt pork™ councils.
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Frietion and discord existed be tween the incompetents
and the competents. The Indian agents were always on the
side of the minority incompetents. The local community
conneils were never able to accomplish anything through the
rractice of the Indien agents and finally the Indieans were
able to orgenize a General Council which was to become the
medium through which the United States Government could
deal with the Chippewa Indian tribe, Eech of the several
reservations were allowed representation on a pro rate
population basis but still the Indian Agents would not
give this General Council any recognition and when the
Indiens attempted to hold a meeting the Indian Agent
would attempt to preside as Cheirman of the Indiemn Coun=-
¢il even though he was the Government's representative.

He tried to deal for the Indisns with the Government but
eventually the Indiens managed to work out a way im which
the Agent was ! Y= sgorn of his power., This was accomplish-
ed at a meeting in Cass Lake when the Indian Agent refused
to allow the Cheirmen of the General Couneil to preside.

It was nearing the noon hour when some one made a motion

to adjourn which was immedintely seconded and when put %o

a2 vote was unanimously carried. The members of the General

Couneil filed out and went into the street and the Indien

Agent and his co-workers went home to dinner. During their

absence the members of the General Council re-convened and
when the Indisn Agent snd his men retumed, the ecouncil was

in full sway eand the agent couhd not regain the floor. After
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that the General Council functioned without the inter-
ference of the Indian Bureau officials. The local ocoun=-
¢ils would hold their meetings and ele ¢t delegates fto
the Ceneral Council and when the time ceme for them %o

meet, they did so in an orderly and businesslike manner

with the Indian Bureau officials merely listening in.

The final organization of the General Couneil was
the deathSknell of the "brush" or "salt pork"™ cecounecils.
The General Counell succeeded in having passed through
the National Congress & jurisdictional Bill which gave
the Indians the right to sue the government through the
Court of Claims. Having succeeded in placing their cleaims
before a Tribunal, the Gene®al Council ceased to fhnction.
The ir work was practically finished. However, the local

councils still funetion on local matters.

Then came John Collier, Comaissioner of Indian Affairs, with his
"New Deal for the Indians”, In this he attempted to give the Indians
"Self-Government" which would virtually put the Indians baek into
the old rut of tribalism. He was wvigorously opposed by the Indians
and organizations that were interested in the Indians. In reverting
back to tribalism, the lndians would bave taken a distinet step back-
wards and they would have been ngain segregated and all that the
Indians had gained by training and assoelation with the American
people would have been lost. The Chippewa Indlans had earned re-
cognition in the soeinl, industrial and political schemes of the

Uni%ed States and he wes accepted at par. Those Indians who would
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refuse to return to the reservation and become a member of t he

new organization stood to lose their inheritanece and equity in

the Chippewa estate. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs stated
that the Indien estate was ballly mismanaged in the past and that

in the future there wonld be no further raids made on the tribal
funds. The reservation lands would be vested in the Covernment

and those Indians who still held their original allotments would
be practically eompelled to surrender their lands to the community.
Those Indians who had no lands thought that they would get some
land for nothing and they agccempted the new propesition readily.
Other Indians had =2n eye on a job with a large salary éd they

gave the Commissioner of Indlan Affeirs their whole<hearted support.
Aeceptance of the "New Deal"™ by the Indiens would have endangered
their constitutional rights in that this '"new Deal” would have comw-
pletely ebrogated the Treaty of 1889,

After many weeks of arguing for end against the "New Deal® i$
was finally enacted into lsw by an Aet of Congress but it was so
completely emended that it turned out to be an entirely different
"New Deal" $han it started out %o be. It now remains up %o the
Indians to ratify this Act of Congresse and whether they do or not
remains to be seen,

The "New Desl” gives the Indians the right to orgrnize into

business sgsociations both on and off the Indisn Basarviions, Pro-

vided they incorporate under the laws of the stute which wuld have
to be approved by the Seeretary of the Intericr before a "Charter”

eould be issued to the Indiens belonging %o any particular organization,
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Under this new set-up, it would be possible for the varb us
organizations $o receive finaneial assistonee from the Federal
Covermment under e provislon whereby the Govermment wos 3o meke
&n appropriation from the publie funds to meet the expenses of
orgenizing the various enterprises and conducting the business
inte vhich they werc entering., This meuns that these organizitions
would be merely co-oporative and mOn-profit sharing. It would give
& mmber of quelified Indilons jobs and $o others & more uniform
price in the sale of their products.

‘n attempt is at the present time being made to orgsnize LmMONg
the Chippewa Indisns an Indien Coe-operstive Marketing issocist ion,
Bhis organization would atterpt $o find a market for the Indl n's
products such 2s wild rice, blueberries, maple sugar, srticles of

handieraft, vhere the Indians ¢ould obtsin & more unfform prie o

tha that which they huve received in the past. The entire marm go-

ment of this orgenization will be composed of cualified Indias.

This new organization is weceiving much ¢ppesition on saunt
of the feet that the first thing $hat was done was $0 meke & raid
on the much depleted tribal fund of the Chippewas in spite of the
Commissioner of Indlan Affeirs' stotement that there would be no
further raids made on tribal funds,

It will $ake muich wise comnsel coupled with foresight amd good
management to make this new Indisn Marketing issoeiation on am

goed business basis to make it & suetess.
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INDIANS AND INDIAN LIFE.

GEBERAL INFORMATION: The principal tribe of Indians in Minnesota
are the 0jibways, commonly eslled the "Chippewas”. This tribe of

Indians is under the jurisdietion of the Consolidated Chippewa Indian

Ageney located at Cass Lake, Minnesota. A small band (about 2000)

is located around Red Leke and is under the jurisdiction of the Red
Lake Indian Agency. The Chippewas under the Comsolidated Chippewa
Indian Agency at Cass Lake are scattered throughout the Northern
part of Mimmesota on the following Indian Reservations:

WHITE EARTH - located in Becker, Mahnomen and Clearwater
Counties and covers 32 townships. Eight different bands of Chippewa
Indisns live on this reservation, viz: White Earth or Mississippi,

Gull Lake, Removal Leech Leke Pillagers, Removal White Oek Point,
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Pembina, Removal Mille Lac, Removal Fond du Lac, and Ottertail
Pillegers. The word "removal™ means that the Indians originally

lived at the place desigmated. The 1935 census showed that there

were 4089 males and 4130 females who belong to the White Earth Indian

Reservation or a total of 8219 men, women, eand children. Of this
total 2343 or more than 25 per cent are absentee Indians who have
forsaken Indian Reservation life. 319 reside on other Chippewa
Indian reservations by reason of marriage.

MILLE LAC - located near Mille Lac Lake. On this reservation
the non-removal Mille Lac Chippewa Indians live. These are the
Indians who refused to leave their original homes when the others
were segregated on the White Earth Indian Reservation near the turn
of the century. Belonging on the Mille Lac Indiean Reservation are
184 males and 174 females making a total of 358. Of this number 37
have forsaken Indian Reservation life.

LEECH LAKE - located in Cass County and covers several townships
on the North and South sides of Leech Lake. On this reservation are
the following bands of Chippewa Indians, viz: Leech }ake, Cass Leake,
White Oak Point, and Winnibigoshish bands. Included in these bands
are 1052 males and 972 females meking & total of 2024 men, women and
children. 66 of these reside on other Chippewa Indian Reservations
by reason of marriage. 165 have forseken Indian reservation life.

FOND DU LAC - located in Carlton County near Duluth and eovers
only a few sections. The Fond du Lac band of Chippewa Indians live
here. There are 684 males and 618 females making a total of 1302 men
women end children. 12 of them live on other Chippewa Indian Reserva-

tions by reason of marriage while 563 (over 40 per cent) have forsaken
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Indian Reservation life and life in White commmnities.

NETT LAKE:- located in St. Louis and Koockiching Counties and

covers about 100 square miles (all timber). It is occupied by the
Bois Forte band of Chippewa Indians. Belonging to this reservation,
there are 310 males and 342 females, making a total of 652, 2 live
on other Chippewa Indian Reservations while 209 have forsaken Indian
reservation life.

GRAND PORTAGE - located in Cook County in the most northeastern
corner of the State and ecovers less than a township. The Grand Portage
band of Chippewa Indians live here and there are 160 males and 212
females, making a total of 372 men, women and echildren. 97 of these
(Over 25 per cent) have forseken Indian reservation life.

SUMMARY: Under the Cass Lake Jurisdietion and belonging to the
several scattered reservations there are 6479 males and 6448 females
making a total of 12,927 men, women and children. Of this number
3414 live off the reservations by reason of having forsaken Indian
reservation life. Theee absentee Indians live among theie White
friends throughout the United States. These Indians have abandoned
their Indian ways and have assumed the White Man's burden. They work
side by side with their White neighbors and can be found in all walks
of social and industrial life.

Although the different bands of Chippewa Indians living in Minnesota
are seattered far and wide throughout the State, their material and
social cultures are the seme. All are parties to the Treaty of January
14, 1889 (25 Stat. L 642). They share equally in the Chippewa estate,
attend the same schools and churches, teke part in the same kind of

community activities, and are interrelated by reason of marriage. Their
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legends and traditions, customs and folklore are tthe same and the
living conditions on the different reservations are much the same.
Only a small percentage of the tribe (less tham 10 per cent) cam
be classed as pure blooded Chippewa Indians by reason of inter-
marriage with the Whites.

RED LAKE:- located in Beltrami County nearly surrounding Red
Lake and covers about twenty townships. On this reservation the
Red Lake band of Chippewa Indians reside. They are nearly two
thousend men, women and children in this band. This band of Indiens
are under a separate jurisdiction than the other bands of Chippewa
Indians with headquarters at the Red Lake Indian Ageney, & small
village on the south shore of Red Lake. These Indisns are all wards
of the govermment by reason of their residence on a closed Indian
Reservation. This is the only reservation in the state that can be
strietly called an Indian reservation, the others have been sub-
divided into individual Indian allotments and the balance of the land

sold and thrown open to homestead. The Red Lake band of Chippewa

Indians have not been given individual allotments like the other

Chippewa Indians of the state have. These Indians, while a part of
the Chippewa Tribe do not consider themselves to be, but regard themr
selves as a distinet tribe.

HISTORY - The Chippewa Tribe of Indians are of Algonquin stock
and originally did not occupy the territory that they now hold. They
formerly resided in the region of the Great Lakes, prineipally in
Quebec¢. Through the influences of civilization they were gradually
driven westward and they in turn crowded other tribes out and took

possession by right of supremacy. After many years of feudal warfare




TOPIC: Indians,
By George B. Selkirk.

they succeeded in driving out the Sioux Indians from the territory
vhich they (the Chippewas) now occupy. The most decisive battle that
took place between the Sioux and Chippewa was the Battle of Kathio
near Mille Lac Lake which has already been mentioned in a previous
mamuseript.

TREATIES - Many Treaties have been entered into by and between
the United States Govermment and the Chippewa Tribe of Indians. All
of these treaties involved lands which were ceded to the United
States with certain resetrictions and reservations, All the treaties
made and entered into between the United States and the Chippewa
Indians prior to February 8, 1887, have been superseded by the Act
of January 14, 1889 (25 Stat. 1. 642. All suits brought against the
United States Govermment by the Chippewa Indians involving lands are
based under the provisions of this Act of January l4p 1889 (25 Stat.
L. 642).

E. ECONOMIC STATUS: Before the Nelson and Clapp Acts were passed
just afger the turn of the Century which alienated the allotments of
the competent Indisns (mixed bloods or breeds), the Chippewa Trust
Fund in the United States Treasury was $14,000,000,00 which gave each
enrolled member of the Chippewa tribe (every man, woman and child) a
per capita cash wealth of nearly §1,000,00, as there are approximeately

15,000 Chippewa Indians sharing equally in the estate. But on account

pf withdrawals (per dapita payments) by special Acts of Congress, the

Chippewa trust fund has been reduced to less than §1,000,000,00,
The Chippewa Indians are engaged in practically every profession
and occupation where a White man is to be found. The Chippewa Indian

through change of environmment has easily and readily adapted himself
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LAND: A1l five of the reservations under the Cass Lake juris-
diction have been subdivided into individual Indian allotments. How-
ever the reorganization Act (the Wheeler-Howard Bill) will tend (has
already recovered parts) to enlarge the tribal lands as follows:

Nett Leke Indian ReservatioNeeececssescecccss.ee.19,000 acres.

Fond du Lac Indian ReservatioN,eecsececcccscsssss 1,000 acres.

Grand Portage Indian ReserviioN.s.cccceseesscesss 7,000 acres.

Leech Lake Indian ReservatioNiececescesscescs-ees 5,83l acres.

White Earth Ind.ian Reservation...........-....... 2,700 acres.

Total Tribal landS.cscsecescsess35,53l acres.

Only lake shore sites, hay and grazing lands are leased through
the land department of the Consolidated Chippewa Indian Agency at
Cass Likke, Minnesota, which is under the supervision of J. J. Munnell
(e half breed Indian of the Chippewa Indiam tribe), Clerk, Land
Division. Other lands which are tillable are used by the Indian al-
lottess most of whom have large garden plots. Only 2 few Indians are
actually engaged in farming, and stock raising.

COOPERATIVES: A cooperative marketing association is being farmed
for the purpose of procuring a uniform or stable price for all Indian
handieraft work, inecluding wild rice, blueberries and maple sugar.
However, it is yet tom soom to determine how successful this assoeciation
will be but it is a conceded fact that there is great need by the Indians
for such an organization, espeecially, since there are so many imitation
articles on the market which are being made merely to sell as Indian

souvenirs. A Mid-Winter Indian Fair is held annually at Cass Lake where

all kind of Indian products (hendicraft and agricultural, sewing and

domestic science) are exhibited.
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F, EDUCATION: The Indian Boarding Schoolat Ponsford on the White
Earth Indian Reservation (to be discontinued June 30, 1936) is the
last Indian boarding school to funotion under the Cass Lake juris-
diction. All the 6ther boarding schools (excepting the Red Lake
Indian Reservation) were discontinued June 30, 1919, at which time
it was concluded that they had served their usefulness. For many years
when the reservations were elosed to the Whites, the boarding schools
were necessary and many of the Indiamns lay their real advancement
to those schools. Those schools were sugmented by non-reservation
schools located at Carlisle, Pa., (now discontinued);Haskell Instifute,
Lawrence Kansas; Genoa Indian School, Genoa, Nebraeska; Indian Vocdional
High School, Flandreau, South Dakota; Pipestone Indian School, Pipe-
stone, Minnesota (9th grade); and Wahpeton Indian School, Wahpeton,
North Dakota.

Since the boarding schools were discontinued, the Indian children

attend public and district schools which give them a different environ-

ment with the added advantage of associating with other American child-

ren, which, when summed up, results more favorably for the Indian child.

The Indian children who attend the modern schools become modern men and

women.

End of 1. THE RESERVATION.
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Leaving the Cenadian Border we will retrace our route until we
yeaeh Grend Meries where the famous OGuuflint starts and winds about
{7 the wilderness through a soetion of country that will tex the mus-
cles of the strongest man, This %rail leads you $o some lakes whers
vou e¢an fish to your heart's content for the land~logked salmon, &
mich prized game figh. This trail you must cover either by foot or
ecance or parhaps, %o put 1t U0 you more plainly: after you leave your
auto up the trail a few miles, then you muat cover the balance of the
trail partly on foot with a canoe scross your shoulders and the rest
of the way with a peddle as your means of locomotion.

Coutinuing on, we will detour near the Baptism river and head

northwest to Ely which is centrally locatsd emong some fine lakes

o
that are still in their primevAl state. DBurntside Lodge and other

rogort hotels aye loeated here for the epnvenience of the adventurer.
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Leaving Ely, we contimue on to Tower, & village located on Lake
Vermillion, a beautiful luke with over a thousard miles of shoreline
and more than three hundred fifty (850) islends, Across the bay from
Tower is the Vermilliom Lake Indian Reservation. A4 few Indians still
live near heore in the Indien village. WMoast of these Indians are quite
well educated and if you want a capable Indion guide, you can be sure
of finding one hore. Thore a boexrding school estublished here
many years ago and condudted for the bemefit of Indien children., Howe
ever the school was abolished and abandoned many years ago. The Indien
cchobl children esttend the district schoole in this locality.

Northwest from Tower acbout fifty miles is the Bols Fort Indien
Rescrvation gometimes ¢ulled the Nett Lake Indian Remervation. Many of
the Indiane on this reservetion stil)l retain posseseion of their allot-
ments. A distriet school is beimg conducted in vhat was formerly the
Nett Lake Indien School whish was abandoned =bout 1919. Capable white
women $eachers have charge of the school. A govermment Farmer is in
gensral charge of the reservation and 1s ably assisted by a field
marse who looks after the health of the people in general in this
commnity. Nett Lake is also one of the few places in the state where
you can hear the beat of the tom tom quite often. While most of tho men
in $he village do not indulge in dancing, yet st the Indian dances, the

attendanee is quite good and mostly women join in the dancing., Nett Lake

| 18 gquite large in extent and while the water is not ¢lear like other

Minnesota lskes, yet the lake ia fambdus $o those Indians who live on or
near:y the lalka. 114 rice gathering is a seasonable occupation and

prectically every family ie represemted out on the laks in the rice beds.
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The Indian village at Neti Ee is rather ancient with its many

log cabins and tar papered shacks, A few modern homes are being built
by the Indians from time %o time, The reservation timber has been
ocut, leaving a second growth of mixed timber in place of the large
virgin trees that onee govered this area. An Indian "mergency Con-
servation Camp has been built and is conducted near the south edge of
the reservation., This camp is conducted along theslong the same lines
or management that a well managed logzing camp is conducted, The work
that 1s done at this camp 1is the same that is being dona throughout the
gountry by other conservation ¢amps,., Telephone lines have been built
for the conveniende of the forest rangers. Good roads and trails have
been cut to all parts of the reserve, making any part of the reserve of
enay acgess by the fire fightars in case of forest fTire, Vhere the
heavy timber still stands, the underbrush and slashings have been removed
making for more safety. Camping sites have besen established for the
convenience of towrists and hunters. WVarning signs have been placed at
varicus points to caution strangers and travelers as to the dangers of
of a lighted eigarette carelessly thrown away. The recreational activities
of the camp give it a good moral atmosphere. About 200, two hundred, men
are rogularly employed at this eamp which 1s located practigally in an
unsattled wilderness, Nearby are several Clvilian Conservation Camps
and durine season thoe Indian camp and the eivilian eamps indulge in
competitive sparts, ley persons of Indian blood are given employment
at the Indiuﬁ Imargency Conservation Camp on the Nett Lake Indian
Reservation.

A few miles northeast of Nett lake is Orr, a small settlement of

Finns, and Ash Lake. Between t hese two points ars large areas or fields
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of blueberries where Indians spend several wesks czch summer picking the
——
luscious berries which they sell to bearry buyers who fellow the camps,
These Indians often travel a lonz distance to reach these blueberry
patdhes, They come from the White Farth Indian Reservation, Cass Iake,
and the Leech lLake Indian ssttlements. auring the blueberry season tﬁey
make fairly good incomes and at the same time have a season of outing
that is invaluable.

To the northwrest of OUrr and Ash Lake is Intermation:l Falls on the
Canadian border, Across Rainy River is Ft. Franeis, Canada, A bridge
gpans the river and on this bridge is loeated the United States and the
Canadian Customs fouses. Internsational Falls is famous as & paper milling
conter. A large pulp mill is located heré which gives employmentx %o
thousands of people, not only im the mill but also in the forests where
men are busily sngaged in eutting and peeling the pulp logs whigh evens=-
ually reach the mill at International alls, Much of the paper that is used
in printing the newspapers of the Twin Cities is mede in International Falls.

Retracing our route, we will stop at Virginia, Minnesota, & thriving
eity whose population is about thfrteen thousand (13,000) souls. Virginia
is the center of the Arrcwhead Iake Reglon which contains over one half of
the ten thousand lakes of lMinnesota.

Mining is the principal oceupation of Virginia, although at one tims

1

this was a4 large lumbering center. "Eighty per cent of the iron ore mined
in the United States comes from ilinnesota. Of the ore wined in lMinnesota,
vetter than 50 per cent is taken from mines within a fifty mile radius of

Virginia. Much of the ore is taken from ore bodies by the open pit method,
The visitor will see vast man mde holes-chasms so large and ¢olorful that

at Tirst glance, it seens like & dream, JFrom all such large openings

has been taken millioms of tons of iren ore-whieh is hauled by reil to
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Duluth and other lake points, then to the industrial centers in the east,.
(Virginia Chamber of Cormerce.)

One of the most important of the open pit mines is the "Nisasbe Mount-
ain Mine" located at Virginia, which is a Mimmesota State owned mine, leased
and operated by the U, S, Steel Corporetion. In 1929, six and one-half million

tons of ore were mined, a world record for an individual mine in one season,
(Virginia Chamber of Commerce.)

"Missabe” is an Ojibway Indian word meaning "male of the species". From
Virginia and extending westward beyond Hibbing is the Missabe Iren Range. In
this range are to be found many large opem pit ore mines. Before the iron ore
was discovered here, the country was eovered with a virgin forest of pines
and many Ojibway Indians in the fifties of the last century were given "serip”
which entitled them to seleet lands anywhere in the public domain as their
allotmemts. Through the influence of the late 7, B, Valker, many of the
indisna made their selections in that area which is now the iron mine are=.
fad the Indians known the walue of the ore that was within their sigh% and
grasp and disposed of their lands on & royalty basi 8, many of those Indians
would now be receivim@ePabulous incomes, but alas,

The Missabe Range forms part of the eontinental divide, some of the

waters drain into the Hudson Bay area, some in the St. Iawrence area, and

some into the Missisaippi area. It oan be said, especially if you stend on
one of the high bridges that spen over the various railroad tracks , that you
are standing on the top of the world,
GBS
SOURCES OF INFORMATION,

Personal experience &and travel over the territory covered.
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LEGENDARY INOIAN HISTORY OF MINNESOTA, (Continuity)

Before going into the early his tory of Minneepolis
and Hennepin County, it is important that we learn some-
thing of the State of Minneso ta, of which Hennepin County
is a part.

Minmsota derives its name from the Minnesota River
whiech runs in an easterly direction across the entire
south central part of the state and empties into the Miss-
issippi River mear Fort Snelling end forms 2 part of the
Southem boundary of Hennepin County. This river was

given its mmme by the "Dakota"™ or Sioux Indiens and con-

trary to general belief it does not mean "Sky-blue waters.”

"Minne"” is the Sioux Indian word for weater and "sota" 1is
smoke, We would, therefore, interpret "Minnesota" as

"smoky water".




The Mississippi liver forms the esstem boundary of
Hennepin County. This river was given its name by the
0jibwey (Chippewa) Iniians who played an important part
in the legendary his tory of Hennepin County ané surround -~

ing territory.

The word "Mississippi”™ is regarded as an O jibway

Iniian word and when transla ted means "Missis™ or great
and"sippi"(\éee bin'—Indian pronounciation) is river,
hence "Mis sissippi” means big or great river. The true
Indian name for this river is "Che see bi" neaning big
or great river.

Hennepin County is mrt of that great terrirory
pur cha sed from France in 1804 by the United States for
15 million dollars eml referred to as the "Louislana
Purchese Territory." This particuler pert of the L PG,
was occupied and claimed by the "Dakotah” or Sioux
Indiens who 8l laid claim to ell land west of the his s~
issippi River up t fe forty sixth parellel, ineluding
lend east of the Mississippi River from the confluence
of that river wit the 3%. Croix River.

¥hile many explorers entered into thistterritory
prior to 1804, the early history of this part of the cun-
try including the whole statle of Minmsota, is mostly

legendary. As 1the Indian had no definite written lan-
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guage, we cam, in most cases, tace the Indien legends
end traditions as authentic sources of information.
Indisns: The "Dekota" or Séoux tribe of Indianms
commrize one of the largest Indian tribes of Nor th’ Amer~
ice. They are & fierce, war-like people of fine phy-
sique end a haughty bearing. The Winnebago tribe of
Indians also played en importent pert in the early his-
tory of Southern Minnesote end belonged to the Siouan
linquistic stock of North American Indiens. As the
Ojibway Indians sheare with the Sioux in the early his-
tory of this part of the country, it is well to give them
Wwief memtion. The Ojibway Indi ms occupied end laid
elaim to all territory east of the Mississippi River from
a point which is now Rock Island, Tllinois, % the Cana-

dien border. They were & more peaceful tribe of Indians

end were one of the most important Indian tribes of North

America. Their linquistic classification is "Algonkin"
or "Algonquin” and were the most powerful of that branch
of North American Indiems.

The Sioux and Chippewa Indiens were nearly equal
in number and for meny generations waged war ageins ¥ each
other for no appafent reason, except that they were trad-
itionsl enemies. Their he tred for one another can well be

gompared to the feuds of Kentucky but on a larger scale.
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When the Louisiana Purchase Territory was acquired
from rence, the United States did not get fee title. All
it got for the 15 million dollars was the right of sov-
ereignity. Later, the United States secured title in fee
o the lands by treating with the Indien owmers. In meny
instances, particularly with the Sioux, the Indiens were
relucgant to give up their lands but eventually the over=-
whelming forces of civilization compelled them t surrender
their lands. A large portion of what is now Hennepin
County was set aside by the United States Government as a
military reservation and outpost and of ficially designa ted
es Fort Snelling. While St. Anthony was the first estab-
lished settlement of this section, yet Fort Snelling became
the bub of ectivities which meke up practically all the
early history of Minnesota.

Fort Snelling wes not only e military outpost
but it elso served as an Indian Agenoy end the military
influence emanating from the fort contributed greatly in
subdue ing the Indims. The fort located on the high banks
of the Mississippi also overlooked the lazy Minmesota
River and valley. The fort was of easy access for the
OjJibways on the east end convenient for the Sioux on the

wast and south. The Slioux greatly resented the coming of

the Ojibways into their territory on tribal business with




the government officials at the fort.

Gradually, by the pmcess of elimination, we
are coming to Minmepolis, fThe metropolis and perhaps
the most important city of the northwest. The writer
will not go into the development of this city but will
make a survey within the city limits uncovering, as

much as pos sible, the mysteries surrounding many of

the lend-marks end historicel sites within the city.

Perhaps, the most important in point of beautly
and interest, is Minnehaha Fells located in Southem
Minnespolis end north of hhe Fort Snelling Militery
Reservation. The falls derived its name from the Sioux
Indians and it mus t be conceded that the Indisns were
past masters or artists in giving names. MNinnehaha 1is
a combina tion of two Sioux wards - "minne" for water
eand "haha" for laughing, he nce the beautiful sounding
neme means "Laughing water".

Minnehaha Falls is located on Minnehaha Creek
which empties into the Mississippl River within the
oity limits of Migneapolis. These falls were given
prominence and fame through the poetical writings of
longfellow in the early 1850s. The data of "The Song
of Hiewatha" was given to longfellow by Schoolcraft

who spent more then thirty years among the Indians as




en Indian Agent at Saulte Ste. larie in upper Michigen
eand made explorations from the falls of St. Anthony
(also in Minneapolis ) to end including the upper Miss-
issippi River and its source. OGchooleraft in his as~
sociations and dealings with the Indians learned the
le gendary history of the OJjibway Indiens which he gave
to the poet, lLongfellow.

Traditioml: Hiawatha (Mani bozo as he was called

by the 0jibways) jouwrneyed westward to the mountains to
see the West Wind "Ka be yun" end on his return crossed
the lands of the Dakotahs or Sioux where he met and fell
in love with "Minnehaha, loveliest of the Dakotah women,
Laughing ¥ater, handsomest of all the women." Uiongrellow)

lLater he courted this maiden and married her. The vicin-

v;_t;y, of Minnehaha Falls is the legendary home of Minnehaha.

Stending &én the bed of the creek just above the falls is

@ statue of an Indien hunter carrying in his arms an Indien

mailden. This represents Hiawatha carrying Minnehaha e-

eross the ereek. The land surrounding the falls has besen

designated as Minnehaha Park by the eity of Minneapolis.
Minnehaha Avenue, starting at 8th street south

end Cedar Avenue, and Hiswatha Avenue starting at 22nd

street south and Cedar Avenue, run perallell with each

other and end at the mrk.
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Minnehaha Boulevard winds westward fron Minnshahe

“ark following the course of limnehaha Creek through the
eity making it one of the most seenic drives in the city.
lake Nokomie is @ gmall lake in /iouth Minnespolis

given 1ts neme during recent years. It has no
connection with the legendary character "Nokomis” mention-

dagatne".
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thoref6om be not surprising to find syidgnee

of graves and burial ggounds within the city limita of

inneapolis. The Sioux Indians who lived in this section

a long time undoubtsdly h&d some place to bury their dead,
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a branch of the Jiouxr Indien tribe now known as the Lissi-
ton-wans. Since the Govermment maintained an Indian sgency
at Fort Snelling, it is not unlikely that the iissitonwan

doux lived near by, especially near ILakes Calhoun and

Marriet, hence, the burial grounds on the islands of Lake

of the Isles t belo! ;0 that tribe,
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descent. Whi. you travel

through the Indian recervation you will see many
Indians but you will not be able distinquish them
from other Americans. The Tfew Indians of pure
descent that you will see are the remmnants 2f a

of people that is fast disappearing from the

headquarters
charge of nearly all the
Chippewa (0jibway) Indians of Minnesota.

is located in Cass County, now a part of the Chip=-
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anization ig similiar to the Masonic L

initiated, he said
saw the various them

befors thev were explained to hinm. Further thaen that he

that he would violate

When an Indian dies, he is usually buried at night

and after he has been put awa] a fire 1s kept over his

(31)




grave Tor four days and four nights, 4lso food is
placed over the grave 80 that the apirit of the dee
geased will net @0 hungry during his trip to the

"Happy Hunting Grounds”, It also took four daye and
four nights for the soul of the decedent to reach the
"Happy Hunting Groun@s™ oalled "Ish pe ming" meaning
"up sbove”. The foundation of the Indians religion was

ipirit"” which he feared and respected. He

knew that there was a supernatursl power that waes res=

poneible for his existence and £fb® the creation end
existence of all things, animete and inenimate. He
honored the Great Spirit in the sun (gee sis), the moon,
the stars, an ' g in the heavens (Ish pe ming)
above. In the flowers and grasses, n the trees and in
the shrubbery, end in all 28 and underneath the
earth and in the water, 0 great was his faith in the
Great Spirit that he placed his life in the hands of the

Great Spirit, He did not look to the future like civil-
ized people do, because he knew that tomorrow the Great
Spirit would care and provide for him,

Now we will procede on our journey. Soon we will

come to the Indian village of Bena located on the South

of Lake Winnibigoshish, These Indians are more modern

(12)
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LEGENDARY INDIAN HISTORY OF MINNESOTA, (Cont'd.)
(Continuity.)

We are now in the village of White Earth which was
‘for many years, the headguarters of the Indian Agent, At
one time this little village had a population of about a
thousand but since the Indians disposed of their allote
ments, the population has been cut to about five hundred.,
At that time this village did not have a eivil government
like 1% has now but it was entirely under the jurisdietion
of the Indian Agent. The State law did not operate here
and the enforcement officers were Indian Police who re-

ceived small salaries and usually these officers were

very gigilent.
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Before the Indian assumed the White man's bhurden,
he was honest but many times he has been referred to as
a "thieving Indian". When the Indien lived in his own
villages, he never loecked his door for the reason that
there was no necessity and for the further reason that
he could no% loek it., Often times, when the Indian
Post traders were hauling supplies from the railway at
Detroit Lakes (the roads were terrible in those days)
he would meet with the misfortune of a Bbreak-down" in

which event it compelled him to stay on the road over-

night, On sueh an oecasion, he usually attempted to get

his load over the reservation line as he knew that his
load would be safe from prowlers or thieves. If he left
his load on the road overnight off the reservation, the
next morning would find him loadless,

For many years, the govermnment provided a physician
for the reservation and like a country doctor, he had
many miles to cover and was constantly on the go. This
tended to be a great handicap to both the Indians and
the doctor. Gradually, through such inefficient service
the Indians were overcome by disease, expecially tuber-
eulosis and trechoma, Govermment officials finally saw

the need of n hospital where such cases could be cared for

and this modern hospital which you see before you is the
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result, There are several such hospitels throughout
the state. These hospitals are maintained from the
interest earned by the tribal fund held in trust by the
government,

This hospital site was once the site of a government
blacksmith shop and carpenter shop., At this shop, the
Indians had their ox teams and horses shod at no expence
to him, At the carpenter shop, he could get his wagon
repaired at no expense., Indians were employed as black-
smith and carpenter.

On top of this hill is located the Indian Boarding
School which was abandoned in 1919, The brick in the walls

of these buildings were manufactured near here by Indian

lebor, Early in 1895, the school which consisted of ome

large three-story building was destroyed by fire with a
loss of one life, an Indian bdy was burned to death. A%
that time the methods used in educating the Indian were
very harsh and seyere, The pupils merely learned to read
and write and the industrial work that they performed cone
Bisted of doing necessary chores about the building sueh as
sweeping the quarters and providing wood and water, Pupils
attending this school never came in contact with a White
person and neturally their progress would be far below the
standard of a White child, ™Spare the rod and spoil the
child" was the keynote or watchword of the school in those

days,
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When a student became lonesome and ran away, he was
tracked down and hunted like a eriminal. The parents
were compelled to see that their ochildren attended a
school and often he sent his children to sehool knowing
that they would be subject to abuse end hardship. Your
guide went through the "mill", The pupils were not ale-
lowed to use their native language in conversation and
when & pupil waes caught telking "Indian" he was severely
punished. This practice made many of them forget their

native language and having lost their native language,

thfylost other things or took such little interest that

now many of their arts, legends and traditions are lost,
The government is now using methods just the reverse
from what 1t started out with. Instead of diseouraging
the Indian in beading working, he is being encouraged to
do more end more of it.

Since 1919, these buildings have been vacant and
represent a great deal of Indian t#ibal funds whiech 1is
now practically lost.

These buildings were constructed by Indian labor.

Now we are near the old agency buildings which was
the official headygarters of the Indian Agent and his
office force. These buildings likes the school were a-
bandoned in 1919 when the various Chippewa Indian Agencies

were consolidated into one with headquarters at Cass Lake,
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When the boarding school was abandoned in 1919, the
Indian c¢hildren were compelled to attend distriet school
and district schools were few and far Emtummm apart, so
the government opened a day school here utilizing the
0ld agency office ag a school house, Now the school is
under the supervision of the Tewn School Board. Tribal
funds are used to pay the tuition of the Indian pupils
and with the regular school funds received from the
3tate and other sources, this school is in strong stand-

ing financially. During the school year, all the pupils

are given 2 hot dinner and the fare is first class. A

school bus is operated between White Larth and Waubun

for the convenience of those attending High OSchool at
Waubun,

Since this school was apened and the Indian c¢hildren
given the opportunity %o associate with White children
their progress has been rapid, It is not uncommon to
see a 14 year old mikkkf Indian cehild attending Iigh
School, whieh proves that the old Indian Reservation
Boarding Schools were a "flop". It did not fit the Indian
¢hild in his preoper shhere.

About thirty years ago, there was maintained an
"0ld Folks Home" for the aged Indians but it was finally

abandoned mostly on account of laeck of inmates., The
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aged Indians would not stay "put" and often took "French
leave,

The village of White Earth was established shortly after
1868 the date the Chippewa Indians were removed from their

former homes along the Mississippi River. Practically

every house that was constructed for the Indians were

of logs. Only a few of the log houses remain today. All
have been replaced by more modern houses.

This is main street and besides three stores, there
were two mmXimix hotels, one of the them was called the
Headquarters Hotel and the other was called the Hind-
quarters Hotel. The building formerly called the Hind-
quarters Hotel is still stending and serves as a reside-
ence for an Indian family. The Hindquarters lotel wes
given its name because it served meals about an hour leter
than the Headquarters Hotel, When these hotels were operating,
meal/ signals were given by the Headquarters Hotel with a
hand bell while the Hindquarters Hotel called their patrons

with a triangle., The ringing of the bells served as a
time piece for the whole village, Indian femilles éperated
these hotels.,

Whaet a village. In the summer time at evenings, great
herds of horses and cattle would stampede the town,,perhaps
to get away from the flies and other insects. And when it

reined the mud was knee deep. There were no other sireets,
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only trails and paths led to the homes of the Indians,

The mail was received three times a week and dis=
trivuted from the Headquartiers Hotel., A stage was op-
erated between White Earth and Detroit City, now called
Detroit Lakes, The distance was 22 miles and it took
all day to make the trip one way. Traveling men, then
called "Drummers" visited this town periodiecslly and
always came in the stage, Indiaens also operated the
stage under Governmental contract.

There were no industries and the work that the
Indians 414 was seasonal. During the winter, they
eut cord wood for the government or went to the nearby
logging cemps, In the spring they went on river drives
which wae the means of transporting the logs to the saw~
mille, Then they put in their gardens and waited for
hargest. They usually went to North Daketa to work in
the harvest fields and when the harvest was over, they
took in the threshing season, The "stay-st-homes" took
care of the gardens.

There were no show halks or places of amusement and
often to pass the evenings, the Indians held pow wows
which were always well attended. Thile the children were
learning to read and write, the young men of the village

would play marbles or horse-shoe., Hunting always ocecupled

the time of many of the men as the lakes nearby were always

swerning with wild water fowl.
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This village has lost its picturesque beauty through
modernization of houses, roads, ete, Great ocak trees were
maeh in evidence and were it not for the howling of the
dogs, you would sometimes think that you lived alone
without any neighbors, so quiet were the nights and there
were no lights %o be seen,

A8 we return to our camp for the night end look baek

to the days gone by and compere them to the present time,

it brings to my mind the thought of the change that has

taken place with the Indian, Today, like all othar,Aqfr-
ANAMNPATR

icans, & voung man assumes the responsibiliéies,upon
] . ! A

reaching the age of twenty one years, Prior to reaching

3
1
i
!
i
|
|
}

that age, he goes to school and college with a view of

fitting himself to meet the responsibilites of manhood,

In the days of the real Indian, all was differemt,
He was taught by legend and tradition and sometimes was
allowed to sccompany his elders on a fishing or hunting
trip but he never was allowed to go out alone until he
proved himself physiecally and morally fit. He did not wait
until he resched the age of twenty one years, This is best
explained by relating $o you a story which I will ¢all the
Test of Manhood, No names will be used,

Seated before their lodge is an aged couple, man ﬁnd
wife. The man is calmly smoking hisrpipe whieh he has

filled with the bark of the red willimixed with the to-

bacco of the Southland. Coming into the picture is a stal-
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wart young man who sits on the ground between the aged
eouple and ponders for a few moments before speaking.
Turning to the old man he says "Father, I am a man now
and I am thinking of building my own lodge and living
by myself, that I may not be a burden upon you any longer."
The father agepees with the young man saying "Yes, my son,
you are strong and brave and should be capable of condueting
your own lodge."
SON: "Yes, I have in mind to wed the daughter of our neigh-
bor. She is capable and nimble with hand and foot."
FATHER: "That is quite right, my son, bhut first you must
go through the test of manhood."
80N: "VWhat must I do to go through this test of manhood?®
FATHER: "My son. This test is severe, very severe. You
must fast for four days and four nights. At sunrise, Waue
bun, tomorrow, you will leave this lodge without food or
water and you will go unarmed. You will travel towards the
setting sun., At mid-afternoon, you will come to a lake with
a large hill nesrby covered with 2 beautiful forest. Here you |

will erect a temporary lodge which will be your home for four

nights and three more days. You will be alone and you will
: |

be tempted and you will have a new and strange experiencs.
Remember, neigher foor Yor water will you taste. You must
gonserve your strength. That is all for tenight my son., We

will retire for the night."




(10)

TOPIC:Indians:200:
By George B, Selkirk.

\¥ sunrise we see 2 young man, empty-handed, emerging
from his parental lodge and departing from the village in
the direction of the setting sun. He walks confidently
as he knows that he must travel long and far. At mid-after-
noon he arrives at & lake such as was deseribed by his
father and after a short exploretion, he finds a spot te

build his temporary lodge. He builds his lodge crudely

of”ﬂalwc_which he covers which branches of evergreens,

Completing his lodge he sits at 1ts entrance and waits for
sun has gone bhelow the horizon and the
s begin to twinkle, he enters his lodge and lies down
to sleep. Being weary from his lodg Journey, he soon falls
asleep., Soon he is disturbed by the hooting of an owl. He
rises and steps out of his lodge and listens. Again he hears
the hooting and laughing to himself, mutters "Ah, it 4% but
the owls talking and scolding at each other." He enters his
lodge and is soon fast asleep.Soon it is morning when he is
awakened by a squirrel chattering above him, The squirrel
is talking to him and asks what brings him here and where
he came from. (end of first day and first night.}

He spends the second day near his lodge. He sees a
deer, a2 squirrel, a rabbit, and a partridge. He sees wild
fruits of all kinds. lle sees the fish leaping in the waters

of the lake below him, There is food all around and yet he
cannot eat, At the close of day, he rises with uplifted

hands and makes an appeal to the Creat Spirit. "Master of
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of Life, must our lives depend upon these

retires into his lodge and is soon fast a-

sleep but is suddenly awakened by the hooting of the owls.

He sits up and listens, IHe hears the hooting agiinExs and
lies down and goes to sleep. At dawn he 1s awekened by the
ehattering of the blue jay which is scolding him bec¢ause he
dated coms into the forest. (End of
On the third day, he feel the pengs of hun=-
80 he does not leave his lodge @3 he realizes the nee-
cessity of conserving his strength Late in the day, he
rises and steps out of his lodge and raising his hands to-
wards the setting sun utters a prayer "Master of Life, Mase
ter of Life, give me food or I must perish." As if in answer
to his prayer, 01d Nokomis (grandma) eppears on the scene
beering containers of bireh bark filled with food and water
which she places beside him, He is. tempted but he overw
comes the temptation and says "No, Nokomis. Tomorrow is the
last day of my festing and until then neither food nor water
will T teste." Nokomis picks up the containers and leaves.
Darkness finds him sleeping soundly but he is awekened by
the hooting of the owls. He merely turns over on his gide
end continues to sleep. AT dawn, he is awakend by the
erows which are scolding him and trying to make him leave.

(End of third day end third night.)
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The beginning of the fourth day find him very weak
and he does not attempt to rise or leave his lodge, until
midday when he struggles to his feet and utters another
prayer %o the Great Spirit. "Master of Life, Hessérer of
Life, give he the strength and courage to complete this
test,” He falls in a feint., He lies there the rest of the
day and at dawn, he 1s awakened by the singing of the birds
in the tree tops. No longer do the birds and animal dise
trust him or seold him. (End of fourth day and night end
his test is finished).

Realizing thet his test is over, he rises and eats
the berries which he picks, The berries give him strength and
he rushes to the lake for a drink of water and a plunge. He
now starts his long homeward journey with a heart that is
glad and filled with joy. He has successfully gone through
the test of manhood and is now it to assume the respomnsi-
bilities of manhood.

Tomorrow evening when our tour is interrupted by darke
ness, I will tell you of the vision that came to the young
man while he lay in & f%int whiech will lead us fto his woolng
and courtship.

An Indian wooing and eourtship is beautiful in com=-

parison to the necking and pawing that the present generae

tion of lovers go through in their love-making.
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1.EGENDARY . INDIAN HISTORY OF MINNESOTA.(Cont'd)
(Continuity )
cont inue eastward towsrds Luluth, we anter
of the stete referred to as the "Arrowhead”,

recion of vast wildernesses, parits of whioch

have been unpenéirated by man. fhe seenery is pleasing

with the many lakes we pass and the numerous rivers we
cross.  Mother Nature lsvished this pert of the state
with an extravegance that has never been equalled by
our Master artists.

In the earlier part of this trip I pentioned the
feudel wars thet toock pléce between the 0 jibways and the
Sioux. 1 stated thet these wars were traditional snd

fay”
were taken up,successive gemerations, and whether the
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Indians were on the war-path or not, on meeting one
another, they fought fiercely and gave no guarter.
l'he real reascn of these conflicts ha$®' not been
told ané people of ten wonder end esk why the two
trives fought. As we drive through the Arrowhead
you will come to & realization that will, perhaps,
solve this appsrent mystery.

ie hove travelled through a large portion of
Minnesota and saw the beauties and wonders of & great
8 veritable wonderlend, but let me tell

you "you have not seen the half of 1t". ‘When you eon-

sider the many beautiful lakes teeming with fish, when

yvou have seen the beautiful forests, the rﬂﬂﬁ’-rm
» .

feeding grounds of the moose, the deer, and other wild
animals; all set here by the Treat Spirit for the use
and convenience of the "Redman", the Children of Nature,
then 1t will dawn upon you why these two great Indian
tribes foughti. They were trying to gain the supremacy

a domeln that we con eell without seeming in error

Happy Munting Crounds”.

The Chippewas eventuslly were the strongest snd be-
came the vietors and the Sioux were forever sxpelled
from this land which is the richest in the world from
the standpoint of healthful reecreation, and permanency
of home coupled with blissful security.

To the north of Brainard and along the Mississippi

River is the reglon that was most favored by the Chippewa
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Indians. These Indians are known as the lississippi
Band of Chiprewas. One of the most peculiarly named
Ind1an settlements is "Wa boos wah kai gon!!t meaning
"rabblt house”, so nomed on agcount of the numerous
rabbit borroughs (towns) in this loecelity. Other
Indien settlement e near our route of travel are Gull
Iake % the west and north, MacGregor to the east,
Sandy Lake on our north, and Tleouyuet on the Foiu du
Lae Tp8lan aeservation near fierlton., 1t is slsc of
interest to note as we pass through Crssby-Ironton,
the larze open pit iron mines - thet have been cpened
neerby,

'On the shores of Gltchee Gaumee
Stood the wigwam of 01d Nokomis." (lLongfellow)

Gazling eastward we see the blue haze that heangs over
Lake Superior more then three hundred fifty miles long.
The lake is ealled "Git@hee Caumee™ by the Chippewa In-
diens end means the "Big Seg". At the extreme wesiern
end of the leke is logzted the c¢ilty of Duluth, named af ter
Deniel Greysolon Du Imth, This eity is an impor tant lake
port end millions of tons of wheat, c¢oal, iron ore and
lumber are shipred to and from this port.

About 1679 (sixteen seventy nine) A. D., Du Luth
succeeded in an effort to meke peace betwéen the Chippewas
and the Siocux. The peace treaty did not have ¢ lasting
effect as the most decisive battles between these two

tribes took place sinee that time. The peace meeting was

held on @ site within the eity limits of Duluth,
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Farly in the 19th, ninéteenth, eentury, a fur

trading company established a settlement at a point
whieh i3 novW gcovered by the ¢ity of Fond du Laec, a
weet end 'suburb of Duluth. At this poiant the Indians
would bring their furs whieh they exchanged or verious
gcommod ities;, ineluding firearms snd ammunition, cheap
fewelry and dry @oods and of ten for rum, It was not
until the middle of the nineteenth century that the
firet house wes bullt on Minneseta Point, & breskwater
extending almos t across lake Superior forming Duluth

Barbor and Suverior Bay. Fellowing Highway No. 1, One,

throuch the oity ¢f Duluth, we will continue nortaeast-
iward along the north-shore of Lake Superior to the most

o~
¢

v 3 1 ] - - a
e:st4}31nt of Minnesota where there is an old Indlan set-

tlement known as the Orand fortege Indlan Reservation.

we travel slong, you see much that will interest

you 'but I will point out a few plac¢es es.we g0 along as
1t has been many years since I have been along this Toute.
Passing Two Harbors, we come to Cooseberry River and
down s tream f{rom the bridge a shorti distance is the falls
called Double Falls, so name d because there are two water-
falle, one just below the ether, with # total drop of sabout
seventy five feet. Continuing on, we oross the Beaver River
which empties into Beaver Bay. A few miles beyond are the
Creat Palisedes, an impressive sight.  The totel height of
the hill above the bluff is over three hundred fecet from
laske level. The perpeniicular walls of the bluff tower

upward about two hundred feet from the lake level.
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We now come to Baptism River and zbout & mile &nd
g2 hellfl up the river is a wmterfsll which plunges over
a eliff Thully Tifty feet high. This fsll is ealled
"The T'alls of Baptism River". There ars seversl smaller
2lls nearby, Croseing the river we see the Little Palisades
18 We continue-on we will come to Oross River and upon

ing thie river, we anter the Superior Netionsl Foresd,

& wild rugeged land with many lakes and Rivers. Solitude

reigns supreme in this regzion.
Coming to the Brule River we pause. Wp and down
the m&in one

2

falls have .a drop of

pothole, hence the name. On we go, further ard
into the wilderness, JWhen We gome to Heservation Hiver,
the western boundary of the 01d Grend Por tage
an Heservetion which was dissolved long ago but there
is still an Indian village here where you can find me ny
Indians, mos § of them belng btreeds, having intermsrried
with the French.

The village of Grend Portege is not dir ectly on
Highway No. 1 but ¢ shoru dis tance to the east. Crand
Por tage ie on &n old Indian treil connecting Lake Sup=
erior with Figeon River end wes used by the Indisns a
long time before the White man entered this ountry.

Farly in the eighteenth century Verendrye visited
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this part of he state and nsmed it Grand Fortage and
perheps Tifty years later a large fur trading company
built a stockade here and after that there was a period
of great saetivity between the fur trsders and
Cranéd Fortage Treil was merely a footpeth over whieh the
Indian travelled with their eanoe on their baocks.
The Tndiens who 1ive hére aré much like the:other
tha t we saw in verious parts of the state and
they are OJibweays or Chivpewss, they
acgentua ting their
Indian villages in fthe Jrrowhead
hese Indlan &re poor bu i e :1§;'s appear
to be harppy and contented. Terhaps this spirit wes bred
into them from time i1mmemorial.

Going back t Highway No. 1, we will continue northe
werd %o the Internationsl Border on Pigeon River. United
States and Canadien Customs Houses are located here on
thelir respective sides of the river. We @are now in the

part of the country where you can not go mueh further in

& - car. To get the wview of the country or % Hunt snd fish

it is necessary thnt you use & eanoe or light boat of some

kind. A light boet beceusé¢ you will find it mecessary to
make portages many times. Before we reach the customs
houses on Pigeon River we will eross the old Grend rYortage
'rail whicekh runms in & northiwestern direction from the

Indian village to & point eix or eight miles west of the
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Customs Fouses. The resason for this long portage is
that between the point Pigeon River where the portage
the mouth of the river on lske Superior,
re several insurmountable waterfalls, the prineipel
FPigeon Fulle whieh 1s very besutifnal. .umother
izeon Tiver ls Helroin Turn
Rack Canyon. This is a fre=k of
in ong direction and upon meking
a turn doubles right baek, hence the néme Hairnin Turn.
Before mking our return trip, we will camp near

the cus toms houses overnight. After lookling the couniry

| ‘})
over, you wlill realize the necessity of usﬁﬁz

ne of travel. The Indians
bark ecanoeés which weighed from thirty
ring the portages, the Indien

ganoe and the women e¢firried the

81t here and rest fron e long weary but inter-
esting sutomebile ride, 1 will try to explain nalking
of an Indien bireh bark
Not every Indian ocould meke 2 cance and tohday there
ver a dozen Indian canoe mekers in the tridbe.
rapidly beocoming a lost art, due to  the
tha t 1light strong boa ts eaen be rurechesed mueh
cheaper than it tekes % build & esnce. Another facto
tending to discourage the Indian in his art of eanoe

making is thet he cannot get a fair priee for his produect.
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The cenoe melker first went into the forests to get

his material. He strippad grset sheets of bireh bark
from the trees without injuring the growth of the tree.
This berk he carefully puocked or transported to his out-
door wr kshop. -He then went intc the forest and gathered
the piteh from 4the pines which he i to'seam up the
eracks and joints of the bireh bark., Before applying the
piteh),. he always eooked it. He secured menv. l:
from the spruce irse or some evergreen which he used in
fastening end binding the different perts of his cenoe
to gether. He did net use 8 nall o iron-or steel but
made pegs of wood whish served as nails. I'e malle & care-
ful selectlion of cedar which he used for the framework
and stays or ribs of his cenoe. Cedar is very light and
lle uses the green wood and usually boiled
more pliable, Celdr sezsons very quiekly,
the boet but
he must make & frame on whish o build and shepe the osnce.
He goes egal We the forest and gathe or cuts many
stakes five or six feel long. 4 birch sapling or one of
ironwood is preferred. Now he is ready to go to work.
after selecting & suiteble site for his work shop,
he drives the &apling stbikes into the ground into a: shape
that he desires the canoe to be. Heé then binds or ties
those pieces whieh will be the gunweles of his oenoe apnd

af ter that attesches by tying ,the ribs onto Lhe gunwales

after sheping them into bows. Now he 1s ready to apply

the birch berk which is & slow and painstaiking job. Feving
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attached the birch bark, he then applies the niteh to

moke the boat or canoce water tight. It tekes three or
N
four weeks to complete a oganoe. Tfow,\puts on the finishing

toushes on his canoe by reinforeing everything with his

"we koop" (to tie with), the inner part of the root of a
evergreen tree. His boat is now completed and ready for
use but before leunching he: goes over thé entire
Job &8 a ctution sgeinst lesks f he sell: his cenoe,
he rerely gets more than twemty five dollars for 1%,
whieh is very smsll pay fo g time apd trouble. He
should get more than twice the amount thet he usually

: ges . ; !
gels for his a:nae,‘ EUT HE: bON' T’.’

SOURCES OF INFORMATION,

The writer has travelled over the territory deseribed and
gathered the material from personal observation snd from per-
sonal comntact with the Indians,
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