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Red Wing, Minnesota
September 30, 1938

Mr. Parker T. Van de Mark,
Acting Director Federal Writers' Project,
Minneapolis, Minne.

Dear Mr. Van de Mark:

Let me acknowledge with real appreciation your
letter of September 29. I regret that I cannot carry
forward my work on the adult history of Indians in Minnesota
but fully understand the present situation, for which you
are in no way responsible.

BEnclosed is my time-sheet for the current period.
1 send also a few items for insertion in the juvenile booke.
As you exprdssed an /y/'interest in bibvliographies, I send
the remainder of the list of books from which I have made
notes. The entire bibliography includes more than eighty

book-titles, aside from the publications of the Minnesota
Historical Bociety. I send also some notes on the causes
of the Sioux Outbreak.

During this time-period I have done some intensive
study to round out my reading, and have put my notes in the
most convenient form for possible future reference.

In previous calls at your office I have overlooked
the selection of illustrations from the packet of photographs
which I submitted. These are too many for use in the juvenile
book. I expect to be in Minneapolis on October 12, or a few
days later, and will telephone your office, asking for an appoint=-
ment . We can then go over the matter of illustrations, and
I will insert these items in the manuscript if desired.

Thank you for your interest in the other project
under consideration. I did not suggest that it be referred
to the WPA and it was done without my knowledge. From the
first, I have realised the difficulties, yet it has bheen
regarded hopefully. Let us continue to hope it may reach a
satisfactory conclusion. I am sure of Mrs. Law's good
wishes, and had a frank talk recently with Mr. Langmack.
It is pleasant to be assured of your personal interesti I wish
that we were to work longer together, on heavier lines than

the juvenile bhook.
Ec gt




Red Wing, Minnesota
June 16, 1938

Dr. Mebel S. Ulrich,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Dr. Ulrich:

Following your suggestion I am developing
the subject of purposeful picture-drawing among our

Indians.
ll&' /3,}

To that end I wuld suggest that,the last o
picture on the enclosed pege of proof be eeﬁied’hna aﬁiaoicubajb

a plate made from it. The caption would, of course,
be different. Proof to be returned.

I am going to make a separate chapter on
this subject, teking out the present mention of it
in the text.

Sincerely yours,

L@W et s
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Red Wing, Minnesota

June 9, 1938

Dr. Msbel 8. Ulrich, :
Director Federal Writers Project,
Minnespolis, Minne.

Dear Dr. Ulrich:

I had a very constructive talk with Dr. Rockwell
yesterday, the general ocutline of which has probably
reached you from his office. He expected to finish
reading the manuscript last evening, and expressed himself
as hoping my work could be continued after thé first of July.

He was greatly interested in the plan of
having disk records of Indian songs made from my records
at the Smithsonian Institution, and used in Indian and other
schbols. While I was in his office he dictated a letter
to Senator Lundeen and intended sending copies to several
other senators, urging action in the matter.

Today I am in receipt of a letter from the Chief
of the Buresu of Ethnology, epproving Chapter One. His
only suggestion is the insertion of a line showing that the
Bioux obtained horses from the white men-- & minor change.

Mr. Stirling gives full permission for the use of
%@y material and illustrations" in my published bulletine,
and offers to furnish prints of any negatives needed for the
purpcse. He also says he has no objection to the use of
my title "Collaborator, Bureau of American Ethnology" under
my name as author of the book.*—

I went over the matter of the map carefully with
Mr. Babcock and he feels that the Sioux reservation, shown dn
my first sketch, should be shown. I encloa&q%gmg¢;nstructions
for the drafteman and will see it in pencil nex uesday. This
map is very important, and must fulfil a definite purpose,
without being teoo involved for juvenile use.

It was s¢ late that I could not finish the matter
of photographs with Mr. Babcock but I found three excellent ones
end am sending them today to Mr. Hamilton for copying. Mr.
Babcock has many that are too dim for reproduction but others
that are very valuasble and clear, and I hope to loock through
more of his material next Tuesday.

Sincez;;g/yaufs,
C,”7é;1A>¢¢4/' <E£>iz;C4b64¢4L‘ﬂ4Lﬁ




Red Wing, Minnesota
June 7, 1938

Dr. Mabel S. Ulrich,
Director Federal Writers' Project,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Dr. Ulrich:

I transmit herewith three "split-pages" for
insertion in my manuscript when it comes back to youe.

Yesterday I saw Mr. Hamilton and he will
make about four 8 X 10 prints and send them to you the
first of next week. My name will be in the corner of the
envelope for identification. I am having several unpublished
negatives printed, and have also selected some good prints
that have appeared in my books. They will all be in
shape in a few days. I am to go to the Histortéeal Society
tomorrow. I saw Mr. Babcock yesterday and he will be at
liberty to help me see what suitable material they may have.
I am taking up excellent, o0ld picturerthat I think they will
want to copy, and 1 will have .2 print from facl

Last Sunday, Dr. Henrietta Burton, Director of
cs

Home Economics for the Indian Office, called. She said
that she had read all that I had published and was deeply
interested. I outlined the proposed plan to have my
cylinder records copied and she was sure there would be a
demand for them in Indian homes, as many Indians have
victrolas. Last evening I found a letter from Mr. Beatty,
Director of Education for the Indian Office and responded at
once. I sant you a copy of my letter to Senator Lundeen.

If the Indian Office should lenl its influence to the plen
for making disk records of Indian songs, for a definite purpose,
it might help. Sometimes a great deal tbs done in the
closing days of a session.

Sincerely vours,

C/éacwcw




The trader with one canoe brought a new era into the

life of the Indians. In his little cance he could follow the small
rivers and streams. Going west in the fall with a small stock

of goods he made himself at home among the Indians and often
followed them to their hunting grounds. In the spring he returned
with bales of furs that he had received from the Indians in exchange
for his goods. Buch a trader was probably the first white man who
came among the Indians of this region. KB/ Bt ANCH/ LO14ATRMEAL/ Gbve
S BLL/ BAXAMPE/ X8/ £ALOLALE/ Ahbty ANd/ £6%/ f;lﬁééﬁt/ A/ ﬂfr/t/ég/ BE/ &/ £ehHtary

he hands o
Rhe fur trade of the great northwest was IBERXNS the independent

traders. While they explored the wholeregion, it was to the

advantage of each man to keep his knowledpe of the country to himself

,For this reason they did not add to the white man's knowledge of
the region, like the explorers who made maps and wrote journals.

The goods carried by such traders were small in uantity
because they had only one cance. They carried knives, which were
better than clam shells or implements of bone or flint, and metal
awls that were better than pointed bones for punching holes in hides.
The thread they brought was smoother than sinew for sewing and the
woolen cloth and blankets were much better than hides for clothing
and robes. Tobacco was better than red willow for smoking. The
traders also brought red and blue handkerchiefs,kettles and many trifkes.
These articles made 1ife pleasanter and easier for both men and
women. Rum was brought by thetraders and given to the Indians.
Later it was exchanged'for furs and became an important factor in
the whole fur trade. It wes generally understood that the

Indians "must and would have 1i uor."” (Fol. 1.86).




Next came the era of the licensed traders. Under French rule
these traders were generally military officers and each was licensed
to trade in a certain district. It is said they were "well
educated, polished in their manners and fond of control. Living in
a strange lamd, swrounded by a few dependents, they acted as
monarchs of all they surveyed." (Neill 115). They had no desire
to live among the Indians but realised there was a great profit to
be made by selling the furs in Buropean markets. They lived in
Monteeal or wuebec and managed the outfitting of expeditions and the
sale of furs that were brought from the west. The business with
the Indians was entrusted to men called clrks who were generally
natives of Canada. Under each clerk were a few rough men who
paddled the canoes and did the hard work of the expedition. Their
lack of morals has bheen widely discussed but another influence on
the Indians was less evident. They made labor dishonorable.
According to the social system of the Indians, all the manual labor
was performed by women. Hunting and war were for men, not the
daily tasks around the campe A man who cut wood for the fire
was doing work supposed to be beneath him, and when the Indians saw
white men doing such work they said to each other, "See, the white
men work like women." The Indians did not realise that the social

race
system of the white nigy included men who did not work with their hands,

doing manual labor. They saw the rough canoe-men and drew their

own conclusions.

Meantime the one-canoe traders did not give up their trips
among the Indians, neither did they pay licenses to the French
government, They went more uietly but continued to visit their

Indian friends with packs of goods and exchange those goods for furs

WAL ER /WHeY /A Ygpoged /df  These men were known as coudgugg de bois

s
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or "rangers of the woods," and the French government was unable to
suppress them. The regular traders were met by their lawless
competition. They continued after the arrival of missionaries and
their bad influence added to the difficulties of every maxzxaf

enterprise among the Indians.

It seems prob&bl%that the first traders in Minnesota, aside

from the coureurs de bois, were Zkeurmxdex@eazeikk Medard Chouart,

bett er known as Sieur de Groseilliers, and Pierre d'Esprit, known to
us as Sieur de Radisson. Groseilliers was the elder and came to
Canada about 1641. He married a sister of Radisson. The extent
and location of the journeys of Groseilliers and Radisson have been
the subject of controversy, elaims being made and demied that they
visited a point "seven miles due north of the railroad station of
Mora," and that they remained more than a year on Prairie Island,
where Radisson spent the summer hunting and exploringe. This island
is in the Mississippi river, between the present towns of Hastings &
and Red Winge. Their expeditions took place between the years
1654 and 16860, and they returned to lMonbteeal with an immense

uantity of furs. There, however, they met serious trouble as the
French govermment claimed they had traded among the Indians without a
license. The French governor assessed a heavy fine against then,
taking most of their furs to pay this fine. Then he put
Groseilliers in prison.

As soon as he was freed, Grosillliers went with Radisson
to Paris where they were also treaded unkindly. Turning from the
French they went to London where they told of the rich opportunity
for fur trade in the west. Partly as a result of their visit, the
great Hudson's Bay Company was chartered in England in 1670, to

trade with the Indians of the whole northwest.




(footnote from preceding page)

The word Izatys "wes misread by Brodhead in the original

manuscript.of Du Luth's letter: or memoir as"Kathio," transcribing

1z of Izatxs o8 "K;" and ys os "hio" (Décuments.-relating to the

Colenial :History of the State of New York, Volume IX, published

in 1855, page 795). Broadhead undoubtedly had before him the
same 'manuseript that wes-used by Bhea for His translation-in 1880/
(Hennepin's Discovery of Louisiana, Appendix, page 376), and by
Margry for his French publication in 1886 (Margry Papers, Volume
VI, page 22)." The term "Kathio" was used by Neill, Winchell,
Hill, Brower, Coues and Uﬁham-f. "It hes been so‘much used,
indeed, :that it may be reteined es a synonym of Izatys."  Minnesota

in Three Centuries, Warren Upham, The Publishing Society of

Minnesota,, 1908, p. 105.




The victory of the Chippewa over the Sioux was not won in a
single battle nor in one campaign. It was the result of many
expeditions by both tribes. Between the expeditions there were
periods of peace when the tribes danced and hunted together, and
intermarried. Yet the Chippewa were gradually pushing the Sioux
toward the south. It is i{said that serious confliects began
about 1725. Peace was not permanent until 1872.

The Chippewa had the advantage over the Sioux &s they were
upheld by French influence and obtained guns and ammunition from
French traders. Sometimes they made effective use of gunpowder
without guns. They put the powder in a bag end dropped it down
the smoke hole of a Sioux teepee. It fell in the fire, with
deadly effect. This may be called the first "attack from the
air" and it introduced a destruction of human life that was new
in‘Inaian warfare. The methods of Indian war before the coming
of the white man were lmorrible. Scalping is a familiar feature
of such war, but the use of fire was more revolting. Warren,
‘the native historian of the Chippewa, relates an incident in the
war between that tribe and the Fox Indians in Wisconsin. A Ehipm
Chippewa chief approached a Fox camp and saw the revenge of the Fox
on their Chippewa captives. An old man was wrapped in birchbark
which was set on fire and burned furiously. Then a young
Chippewe boy was brought out. This boy was the only son of the

Chippewa chief. His captors made a long pile of dry fagots. They
set

were about tqéfire to the'fagots and compel the boy to run back and

forth on them until he died. The fether stepwed forwerd and
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begged to die in place of his son. The request was granted. The
Chippewe chief met death on the flaming fagots and his son was
allowed to go back to the tribe.(Warren 128-9). Such =z
incidents called for revenge, first one tribe and then another
seeking to "restore their reletives®" by killing members of the
opposing tribe.

Werren also relates that a certain Chippewa was taken
captive by his own nephew, the son of a sister who had married a

member of the Fox tribe. He was teortured by fire in a terrible

manner but recovered and returned home. Later he captured the

nephew and took him to the Chippewa village. A fresh elk skin
was brought, on which a thick layer of fat had purposely been
left. The Chippewa tied hies nephew to a stake, held the fresh
elk hide over the fire until the fat blazed fiercely end then threw
the hide over the naked shoulders of the young man, saying "You
warmed me before a good fire. I now in return give you a warm
blanket for your back." (Warren 106-7}. It was the Indian
castom, after a battle, to cut the bodies of slaim werriors into
small pieces.

The Chippewa understood the use of a trench, or dug-outs
At the point where the Crow Wing river flows into the Mississippi,
e party of Chippewa learned that the Sioux had visited their
village and probably killed their wives and children. They dug
heles in the ground and conceasled themselves, waiting for the
Sioux to return. Soan the cenoes filled with Sioux came down the
river. The Sioux were singing and pounding their drums, and the
scaelps they had taken in the Chippewa camp were dangling from

poles. There were five times as many Sioux as Chippewa but the




Chippewa were wild with fury and attacked them. They fought
with knives and clubs. Both sides dug holes, nearer and nearer
together, and they fouyight with stones. The battle lasted three
days and the Sioux were defeated. (Neill 222-23). Later the
Sioux probably sought revenge and so the tide of war gewpt back
and forth.

The custom of scelping was not general among the North
American Indians. The old custom was to cut off the head of the
enemy as a trophy. This was done by the Indians in this region
in rather recent times (see p. )s The word "scalp" is not
derived from any Indien word, but came from an o0ld Low German word

meaning a shell or sheath. ‘he custom itself is very old and

had been traced back to tke ancient Scythians and the time of

Herodotus who was born in 484 B.C. Among the Indians, it was
confined originally to "a limited area ‘in the E. United States and
the lower Bt Lawrence region." (Handbook of Amer. Indians, vol.
2, p. 482). Later it spread over a great part of the central and
western United States. The scalp was found to be better than the
entire head as a trophy, being lighter and easier to display.

The manner of taking a scalp is described by George
Catlin who says "the scalp is taken wkere the hair divides and
radiates from the center." (vol. 1. p. 268). By this radieting
of hair the Indians knew whether a scalp was genuine. The
Indian, when removing a scalp, held the scalp lock of the enemy in
his left hand, cut a circle around it and tore the skin from the
skull. ‘he size varied. Generally it was about the size of a

silver half dollar, but it might be as large as the palm of a




men's hand. Often the skin of the entire head was removed and
cut "round and round," making a long strip, with the hair attacked.
Such a strip might be used to decorate the handle of a war club,like
a fringe, and put on the seams of garments. In the proper use
of terms, this fringe consisted of "scalp locks," while the hair
removed from the crown of the head was the "scalp." When
recording Sioux songs in North Dakota, the writer purchased a
seaalp. The skin had evidently heen dried by stretching with two
short sticks, and the long black hair was not braided. Generally
a scalp was fastened inside a small hoop at the end of a pole, and
carried by women in the victory dances.

Among the Chippewa,"The brave kept his scalps until he
delivered them up to his superior in tribal rank and received an
eagle” feather in return." (Chip. Valley, p. 87). Such feathers
were worn erect in a man's headband. It was not customary for
women to wear feathers in that manner. After a battle the
scalps were counted. Each represented a slain enemy and the

in the battle
scalps were a record of succesQéas well as of the bravery of
individual warriors. All missing men were considered as killed,
and they compared this number with the number of gscalps, the
result being the measure of success.

Scalping always took place as soon as a man foll, 1f the
fight were with clubs, and as soon as the Indians could reach him,
if the fight were with guns. In theold days a warrior went
into battle with a club in one hand and a knife in the other. Thus

he was able to take a scalp at once. If this werd delayed until

after the battle, someone not entitled to the honor might secure




eagle '
the scalp and the right to wear the/feather. Scalping was not

fatal in itself, but men were usually killed before being scalped.
by the blow of a club,

Sometimes, however, they were only stunned( whimkxazzmuxkmxfuxx

and recovered consciousness. This accounts for persons who

have been scalped and lived for many years.

Benjamin G. Armstrong, a fur trader whose memory of
Xmdkam events among the Chippewa extended back to 1835, states that
"All Indians let their hair grow as long as it would.grow. They
first take up three small wisps of hair at the crown of the head
and braid them, firmly tying the braid about midway the length of
the halir, after which they then wrap this braid with mooseweed,
basswood ar other strong bark so that the braid would stand erect
on the head from six to eight inches. Then the hair above the
braid was allowed to fadl over, giving the lock a parasol EZEEAXANCH
appearances After cloth came to their knowhedge they preferred
it to bark for winding the braid, and always took red flannel when
they could get it, because it was more showy. A genuine brave
thought as much of his scalp=lock as he did of his war-club and k==
desired to make it as comspicuous as possible.

"The scalp-lock was invariably put up before going upon the
war path if they had time to do so, and if any man refused to do
this he was drummed out of service and sent home to do camp duty
with the squaws; his pipe was taken from him and his.using it
prohibited and in many ceses they were compklled to wear the
costume of a squaw as a mark of caﬂa&ﬁice. « All bands when going

into battle know that the enemies! scalp-lock is up ready for ther
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if they can get it and the enemy expects the same thing of them

gnd the only question is which gets it." (His. and Adv. »p. 88)

A band of about five hundred Sioux lived on Dead Lake,
Wisconsin, about 1860. They crossed the lake in their
dug-out canoes to hunt game that was plentiful, back in the hills.
Mrs. Jennie Fleming, whosé father was a trader at Dead Lake,
stat :d that "War parties from the band would frequently go off to
their o0ld enemies
attack/the Chippewa. Most of the fighting occurred up the
Chippewa river but there were also encounters at Wabasha and below
on the Mississippi. If the war parties won a victory, they would
come back yelling and waving the scalps taken, and with the
finger nails of the slain Chippewa strung as a necklace around
their necks." (His. and Adv. p. 61).
The earliest recorded battle between the Sioux and Chippey

in Wisconsin occurred in 1795, on the Chippewa river. The Sioux

had recently killed some near relatives of the Chippewa chief
Fo ) e 2

known as Big ﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁ&iﬂ nhead of the band at Lac Coutereille. Seeking

revenge nis warriors concealdd themselves by the river and waited
for the Sioux to appear, "singing their war songs and paddling thei
canoes." Big @kimm Ojibway laughed at his enemies when they
attacked, but he and his warriors were defeated. The head of
Big.0jibway was cut off, and it was said that, even after his head
had been severed from his body, the face "was still wréathed in a
smile." The Sioux"cut out his heart, which, being cut'into smal

pieces, was swallowed by their warriors raw, in the belief that

it would make them equally 'strong-hearted.'" HiGe—and Afiv—pwdt)
(Warren 307-8)
In another affray the Chippewa cut off the head of a Sjoux

woman (Hist. and Adv. p. 49)




6 142 fol. by 7

XXX HBXFEEXIBHEAXBHHE
or for insertion in the middle of page 7

The Sioux were not the only tribe with which the

Chippewa waged wer in Wisconsin. They fought the Fox Indians
during the French rule, and forced them west and away from the
Wisconsin and Fox rivers to the Mississippi. The 8ac Indians
helped them regain their fighting strength and they made a last
effort to avenge their wrongs and win bacX their old hunting
grounds. They ceme up the Mississippi in their war canoes

and persuaded their old énemies the Sioux to join them. Together
they went up the 8t. Croix river. While crossing their canoces
over the portage at the falls of this river they met a party

of Chippewa warriors. The last battle between the Chippewa and
their cld enemies the Fox weas fought at that place. The Fox
were forced to flee in confusion and probably they would all

have been killed if the Sioux had not rallied all their warriors
and forced them back. The Chippewa resisted bravely until
their ammunition was elmost gone, but a party of about sixty
fresh warriors arrived from Sandy Leke. They met the attacks of
the united Fox and Sioux until their friends could recover their
strength. Many Chippewa were killed, but the-losses in both

the enemy tribes were heavy. Many Sioux and Fox warriors were
driven over the rocks into the boiling weters of the river. It
was said there was not a crevice in the cliffs that did not
contain a dead or wounded Indian. Only a few of the Fox escaped
elive, and they never fought again with the Chippewa.

(\Afnrees Y )
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A severe battle between a small party of Chippewa and
a large Sioux war party was fought at Prairie Sice Lake, ip
Wisconsin in 1798, The last recorded battle between the tribes
near the banks of Hay river,

in that stete occurred in lBSS,Zin the vicinity of Prairie Farm,
when the Chippewa attacked the Sioux at avenge the killing of &
party of Chippewa two years before at Plum Island, south of
Durand in thet state. (Hist. and Adv. p. 64-5). In this battle
the Chippewa chief Nay-ne-ong-gay-bee was killed and scalped.
These incidents, taking place at so recent a date, indicate the
necessity for action by the Government to check the continual
warfare between these two tribes. It was not limited to the
frontier, neither was it part of the conguest of the Sioux by the
Chippewa in Minnesota, but was a survival of old hat¥¥ds, in a
state that was settled before linnesota.

The final hostilities._between the Sioux and Chippewa

began in a quarrel between a Sioux and a Chippewa over a young Siou

women they both were courting. She favored the Chippewa. This

was at a time when internarriages were not uncommon, but the
woman was perticularly attractive and it appears that the Sioux
did not readily yield to this alliance. The affair rankled for
gome time and it resulted in the death of a Chippewa. The next
link in the chain of events occurred when four brothers, of the
Chippewa tribe, went to visit friends in the Sioux village on
Mille Lacs Lake. One was treacherously murdered. The father
believed this was accidental and let the other three brothers

return for another visit. Two were killed. The father




allowed the last son to return for another visit, and he did @y
not come home. Then the old man resolved to have revenge.
For two years he made preparations, using the results of his
hunting to buy ammunition. He sentﬁ%ibacco and war club to
on Lake Superior,

the most remote village® of the Ghippewa[asking the warriors to
gather on a certain day at FoNd du Lac and go with nim " in
search of his lost children." These plans were carried out.

The expedition occurred, probably, about 1680.

/ A large war party left Fond du Lac and took the trail to Mille
Lacs where the Sioux had two villages, one on Cormorant point &
and the other at the outlet of the lake. The Sioux had
another vikkage on a smaller lake which is connected with Hille
Lacs by a portion of Rum river. The Chippewa attacked the
Sioux village at Cormorant point esrly in the morning, and fought
with such Aﬁ%ﬁ(th&t mpst of the inhabitants were killed before tle
last of the Chippewa warriors arrived on the scene. A few
escaped to the lerger village at the outlet of the lake, and took
refuge in the earth lodges. The Chippewa threw small bags of

{unpowder down the smoke holes in the roof of the lodges, which

/ s e W o :
exppoded with deadly effect. A remant escaped to the third

_— :
village, which(&as, in tugzh attacked by the Chippewa, and the

fighting continued through another day. The Chippewa wanted to
renew the fight the next morning but the remaining Sioux had fled
in their canoces. This three-day battle ended the residence of
the Sioux on Mille Lacs. Chippewa tradition claims the Sioux
made another village on Rum river and did not leave the region

entirely until about 1770.




After the battle at Mille Lacs Lake the ancient feud
between the two tribes raged continually, and the Chippewa began
to heat the Sioux frpm the Rﬁce Lakes of the St. Croix region
which they had leng occupied with the Fox Indians. Peace was
arranged about 1695 by the united efforts of French traders with
the two tribes. Those trading with the Chippewa were stationed
on Lake Superior and & trading post with the Bioux had been
established near the mouth of the St. Croix river. The two
tribes again cemped near together, intermarried, and hunted in
security. This period of peace lasted several years.

The next fighting started whenthe Sioux were having a
war dance on Lake St. Croix, getting ready to go on ®m raid against
sme enemies toward the south. In the excitement of the dance,
a Sioux shot a barbed arrow into a Chippewa who intended to go
with them on the war path. This led up to a terrible battle
at Point Douglas, where the St. Croix flows into the Mississippiy
with the Chippewa victorious. The Sioux went to Rice Leke
and killed three Chippewa children who were playing on the shore
of the lake. This led to further bitter hostilities, until
there were almost &aily encounters with bloodshed on both sides.

about the year 1730.
The Chippewa drove the Sioux from the region around Sandy Lake/
At length the Sioux resolved to make a last,
despérate stand. They planned the campeign with care, dividing
their forces into three parts, one moving against the Chippewa at

Sandy Lake, another at Rainy Lake, and the third going northwasdd

towsrd Remkimax the Red River, During that summer the Sioux

gave up hope of helding northern Minnesota and suddenly left

their position at Leech Lake, moving west to the head waters of
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the Minnesota and Red Rivers. The Chippewe moved in and occupied
the rich hunting grounds of the region. Fighting continued
around the lekes of the upper Mississippilfor some time,however,
Chippewe

and/hunters were killed slmost deily by the Sioux, either on the
hunt or in their hunting camo where their wives and children were
massacred without warning or mercy. (Warren 158-189).

It is impossible to follow this tribel werfare in detail.
The Sioux contested the ground by every means in their power, but
they lacked the abundance of fire arms which the Chippewa were
eble to secure from the traders around Lake Superior.

At the opening of the war of the Revolution there were no
Sioux villages north of the present location of Fort Snellinge.
The trouble between the tribes continued, however, and in 1841 a
Chippewa shot a Sioux within a mile of Fort Snelling (Fol. 179).
The encounters between the tribes at an even later date, in
Wisconsin, hevebeen noted in this chapter (pp. )

The periods of peace between the Sioux and Chippewa
seldom lasted more than a year, end such cessations of fighting
were in limited localities, not a2 complete action by the tribes.
During these periods of peace, however, there were intermarriages
which brought nearer the permanent peace, as well as the coming
of settlers and the action of the United States Government. For
a time there was trouble between the tribes around Fort Snelling,

described in another chapter.

Permaﬁg;peace between the tribes wes made in 1872.
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Early Indiens in Minnesota

1.
Several Indian tribes once lived in what is now Minnesota. | The

lergest tribe called themselves the Dakota, a word which means "friendly"

' and refers to the seven divisions of the tribe,

or "banded together,'
sometimes called "council fires." The Chippewa who lived on Leke Superior
called them by another neme. When the white men ceme to the Chippewa they
said, "Who are those Indiens who live west of here?" The Chippewa replied,

t

"They are Nadowe-is-iw," which means "little snekes." They celled their

Indian enemies tcward the east "Nadowe,"

meaning snekes, end,since they did
not think these western Indians were as brave as the others, they called
them‘"little snekes," The-word is—epelled Nadouesioux, The white men
found this word too long, so they used only the last part and cealled these
Indiens the Sioux., |Thet-became the-common name for the-tribe and-will be
used in-fthis—boeok., Only & part of the Sioux tribe lived in Minnesota., All
the Sioux were buffelo hunters, chasing the buffelo first on foot and later
hunting them on horseback. ES»you Imeow,;—horses were-brought to-the United
States by white-mens

The Cheyenne tribe once lived in the southwestern part of Minnesota,
and the Arespsho in the Red River Valley, in the northwestern pert of the
state. These tribes mede gardens end pleanted a few/serts—of vegetebles, but o

the Sioux drove them west into Dakota , where they roamed on the prairie and

A

lived by hunting. Both these-tribes, were related to the Chippewa, Tribes

that-spesk-semewhat the same-lenguege are-seid to be related to-one sncther
and-belong-to-the same "linguistic femily."

The Iowa tribes are-seaid-to-hewe lived neer the mouth of the Blue

l, Feamiliar geographical terms are used throughout this book, to simplify
the descriptions.
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Earth River sbout the year 1700, Xeer them lived the Otog) amd both tribeso

m;de little gerdens. They moved farther west of their own accord. Both-are

related to the Sioux| erd beltong-—te-thegreat Siouwemfemily.  For a short time

the Fox Indiens lived with the Sioux on the St. Croix River.
Cha ANA 2 4

Indiens belonging to two other trihés_oﬁce lived on en island in the
Mississippi hjvcr,‘between the present towns of Hestings end Red Wing. These
were the Hurons.and Ottewe. They belong to different femilies, although the
Huron are related to the Chippewa. These Indiens came from Wisconsin to live
on this beautiful island. After a time they were so foolish as to attack the
Sioux, who drove them back into Wisconsin,

The Sioux Weme not comtent with enemies whe—lived in what is now
Minnesote, tltey went north into Canade to fight the Assiniboine, and they
went down the Mississippi River to fight the Illinois and Miemi tribes. Both
these are related to the Chippewa. It is said the Miami were hard-working
Indians who raised corn, and thet they were gentle by nature and polite in
their manners., The chief wes Little Turtle.

The Winnebago Indiens were moved into Minnescte in 1848 end lived
here about twenty years. (&hen they were moved to Dakotigfgefore coming

= far=
here they lived in the eastern pert of wisconsin:) Here the white men found
them in 1934, end afterwards they lived for & time in Iowa;) They seem to
have been a peaceful tribe end were able to keep on good terms with the
neighboring tribes, which was not easy in the old days.

Other tribes lived here for a short time, or wendered through the
region on the hunt or warpath.

The Chippewa Indiens lived in northern Wisconsin before they ceme
to Minnesota. They lived on an island in Leke Superior, opposite the present
city of Ashlend, end their village wes called La Pointe. Long ego, & French

treder ceme to the Indisn villege and wented to merry the chief's daughter,
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whose name wes West Wind. The chief was willing and said he would give her
the whole island for a wedding present. Little West Wind was baptized by

the missionary before she was merried, and her name was changed to Made;ine.
This neme was given to the island,which is celled Madeline Islend to this day.
The trader whom she married was John Baptiste Cadotte, and some of their de-
scendents beceme teachers and leaders in the tribte. One of these, Williem
Whipple Warren, wrote & history of the tribe, end another told this story
about Little West Wind.

From their village on Madeline Island the Chippewa warriors went %o
fight their enemies. They went toward the eest end south fighting the Fox
end other tribes, as well as the Sioux who lived in Wisconsin. Then they
turned west and fought the Sioux who lived in Minnesote.

The Fremch traders hed treded with the Chippewa, buying their furs
and giving in exchange meny things that were new to the Indians., In this

wey the Chippewa got guns, gunpowder, sharp knives,and the small axes known

as tomehawks. At that time the Sioux had no weapons except bows, arrows and

wooden clubs. The Chippewa, with their guns end gunpowder, were able to drive
the Sioux out of northern Minnesote. The Sioux fought bravely but in spite

4

of all they could do the Chippews pushed them towerd the south.TJLater, when
téey:;tarted g wer ageinst the white men, they were moved to Dekota. Mean-
time the Chipﬁewa took possessicn of northern Minnesote, end after a time
they sold the land to thé Government.

The word "Chippewa" is not an Indien word. Their own neme for the
tribe, is & word thet meens "the first people.” They were called Ojibway
meny, meny years sgo and the white people pronounced the word wrong, changing
it to Chippewa. This word has been used in all their dealings with the
Government end will be used in this book.

Among all the Indian tribes in thé United States none were finer or

more brave than the Sioux and Chippews. We may be proud to call them the
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Indians of our State.
Traders

The first white men who came to tﬁis region was probably a Frenchman
who wanted furs. He knew that the Indians were good hunters, and that people
in the east would buy furs, so he came to get furs from the Indians. This
country, as—youikmowy was & great wilderness in which wild enimels were
plentiful. The Indians killed them for food, using the skins for clothing and
other purposes, >They never killed more enimals than they needed for their own
use, They thought of the animals as their friends. Sometimes a hunter spoke
to a bear or a deer and explained that meat was needed for the people, and that
the animal wes to be killed for that reason.

Indiens had no money. Insteed of buying and selling things they

traded, -much—as-though~you-might-brede—e-lmife-for-e—bag-of marbles. The

white men who caeme to get furs were called traders because they effered—to
trade one thing-fer-enother,-as.the Indiens-were—in-the-habit of-deing. They

cerried things thet were useful end things that were pretty, and of fered to
= s & v ?

exchenge them for the skins of wild animals., It was—the eustom in those days
for men to drink rum, so the traders carried rum into the Indian country and
gave it to the Indiams. They put water in it, but the Indiens liked it very

much. The Indians celled it "white men's milk." They were glad to go two
hundred miles to get whiskey end wented it more than anything else Then the
traders offered to exchange liquor for furs,
Among the useful things brought by the traders were axes, blankets,

_and cloth, as well as the guns and gunpowder that made it easier to
kill the wild animels. Among the pretty things hrought by-the—treders were
beads, red end blue hendkerchiefs, woolen braid in bright colors, narrow
ribbons, earrings end bracelets. Jhen-we-go to the city we—eften pay a great

deal for things that are pretty -but-not useful+—S0 the Indiens often traded
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valuable furs for things that were not useful, [Zhese things gave them a
great deal of pleasure, and they elways knew-where they could get more furs.

A In order that you mey understand this better, let us imegine that

/

////you live near a forest of osk trees. The trees do not seem to belong to any-

one. You go and pick all the acorns you want. Then comes & stranger who says
that he wants e great meny acorns., He has all sorts of useful end pretty things
that you never sew before, and he says he will trade them for acorns. You pick
up the acorns end put them in bags. They do not seem to be worth much because
you have picked them up so easily, year after year. You do not care what he
does with them after he takes them away. You will have the things thet you got

from him in exchenge for the acorns, and you are sure that more acorns will fall

from the trees. ///

1

Ir—just-this-way, the Indians thought there was no end to the number of

)

wild enimals. They killed more end mor%/ end frudeu the skins for the things
that the trader offered. Seon they wer; so_used to these things thetl they-did
net _know how to get slong without themsBut all the time the wild animels were
getting scarcer, because so meny had been killed,and hundreds of others were
frightened away by the sound of the gums.

These—things,; happening one after-enothery-led to the-chenge-in the
life-of the Indiens,

At first, the men—wire ﬁamted to—brade came alone’ /Each men ceme in
his own canoe, with packs, or-great-bundles of articles to exchange for the
hides of enimals, He ceme in the fell end stayed all winter. Sometimes he
went to the woods with the Indien hunters, and sometimes he stayed in the
camp while they were gone. Often he let them have a gun or some steel traps
when they started for the woods, and they promised to pay him with furs when

they came home. He had blenkets and cloth, knives and axes, and the beads,

scissors»and thread that the women liked so well., All these he traded for the
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skins of beaver, otter, mink ,end other small enimals, as well as for the

hides of the buffalo. When the ice had left the streams,he put the packs of

skins in his canoe, said goodbye to his Indian friends)and paddled away.
white people in the east and in Europe were delighted with the

furs. They wanted a1l that could be brought from the west. The men wanted

o

thick, warm furs, and women wented light, soft, lovely ones. /This region had

been claimed by France so the skins were taken to Montreel and Quebec, and
shipped from there to Paris. The white people paid very high prices for furs
and the traders grew rich.

Fursl Furs!l Let-us-pet-more—furs and make more moneyl Hundreds of
thousands of fur-bearing snimels were killed every year. The skin was taken
of f, and the body of the animal wes left for the wolves to devour. The old
Indiens did not approve of this. They said, "The enimals are for our food.
It is wrong to waste so much food. Some day we shall starve if thi

n

on. But the young men paid no attention to what the old men said. It wes
easy to kill the wild creatures with guns and steel treps, and they wanted the
rum end other things thet the trader offered them.

So much money wes being made in the fur trade thet the French govern-

<

ment of Cenade passed a law saying that every man who traded with the Indiens
must pay for a license and trade only in a certain district. The men with
one cenoe did not want to pay for & license,so he went guietly to his old

Indien friends snd bought their furs without letting the government know about

jt. These men were coureurs de bois, a French term meening "men who range in

the woods."™ They did not even tell each other sbout the country where they

went, beceuse they did not went enyone else to go there and get furs. For this
reason they did not edd-to.the white man's knowledge-of the country, ke the
~AAd (D

explorers who-mede-maps-and wrote journals
The Frenchmen who paid for licenses to trade with the Indians were

usuelly officers in the ermy. They were educated men and did not want to go
L Ly 3 z

¢
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among the Indisns. They did not went to stey all winter in en Indian camp,
sitting around the camp fire, singing Indien songs, end perhaps marrying
Indien women to cook for them. So the Frenchmen who paid for the licenses
stayeé in Montreal or Quebec and hired men,called clerks)to go to the Indians,
These clerks hired rough men to paddle: their canoes, which were loaded with

3

goods to trade with the Indians. The largest canoes were called "Montreal"

cances end were about forty feet long, At took fourteen men to manage7éuch

g canoe. One man in front escted as guide, another stood in the stern and

y

steered, and the men who paddled the canoe were seated in the middle, two men
sitting side by side, These men cut wood for the fires and did the rough work
when & cemp wes made. This was a new sight to the Indieans and they did not
know what to meke of it. They said, "So this is what white men are really
like! They work like women. They do the work thet women ought to do." This
geve the Indians & bad opinion of the white men.

Indien women were glad to marry these eerly traders because they did
not heve to work as hard for & white men as for an Indian, and the trader gave
them pretty things éﬁfvhis stock of goodse.

Two French treders who ceme here between the years 1654 and 1660
were Sieur de Groseilliers and Sieur de Radisson. Nineteen years afterward
Raedisson wrote & long account of the country and of his experiences among the
Indians. He wrote this in order to get money to go farther morth, and he did
not remember some things correctly, efter so meny years, but his descriptions
show that he knew the ways of the Indisans.

Radisson described a council with the Sioux Indians, st which every-
thing was done sccording to the Sioux custom. There was a feast and the
smoking of the peace pipe. The Frenchmsn made & long speech, and during the
speech he gave presents to the Indians, which was the Indian way. First he

said that he and his friend hed "come from the other side of the great salted
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sea," not to kill them but to be friends with them. Then he gave them a
kettle., MNext he praised their bravery in war,but said that he preferred
peace. Then he geve them six hatchets., Next he said that he and his friend
could not come back if the Indiens continued their wars, and lastly he thanked
the Indiens for letting them go through their country. Then he gave them
twenty-four knives. He also gave them many other things, such as combs and
little looking-glasses made of tin, a dozen little bells and twenty-four
needles. He gave the women some bracelets and necklaces, so they would give
food to him and his friends. All the Indians seid, "Ho, Ho," which meant
"Thank you."

Redisson came near starving to death esmong the Sioux. He eand his

friend Groseilliers were in a cemp of Indians who had no food. It was winter.,

The snow was deep,and they could not hunt. They ate their dogi! exrd chewed

the thick hides thet they intended to sell. "They &le the berk—of-trees, @nd-
‘the little children were so hungry that their cries could be heard a long way
from the cemp. More then five hundred Indians died. The suffering of the
Indians wes terrible in winters when their hunting failed.

ot _
Weo—e-re—sure—bhet Radisson sew-e—moosey—fer-he described an animaluin

gﬁéée‘wé;ds: ﬁHé hes a muzzle, mighty bigge. I have seene some that have the
nostrills so bigg that I put into it my two fists att once with ease. . He
feeds like en oXx « . but seldom he ge=lopps. I have seene some of their hornes
thet & man could not lift from the ground. They ere branchy and flett in the
ﬁiddle."

After their last trip, Radisson and Groseilliers went to Montreal
with a quantity of furs. They had been very successful among the Indieams,
but the French governcor said they had traded without a license, ﬂé‘you

repember,-there-was s law-thet every Indien trader mwst haveca.license. The

Montreal governor seaid they must pay a large fine, and he took most of their
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furs to pay this fine), then he put Groseilliers in prison., Later Radisson

end Groseilliers went to Paris, but they felt that they were not treated well.
Then they went to London, end partly as a result of that visit, the great
Hudson's Bay Compeny was orgenized in London in 1670, to trade with the Indiens
of the whole northwest.

The story of the fur trading in Minnesota is perhaps as important to
our State's history as was the founding of Jemestown to Virginia, &And it was
even more important to the Indiens, for it not only changed their ways of liv-
ing, but it opened up to white men & region the Indians had regarded for
hundreds of years &s their own hunting lands,

Following the Hudson's Bay Compeny came two other English fur-trading
compenies, the Northwest and the XY. The American Fur Company was established
after the war of 1812.

One of the greatest among the early English fur traders was Alexander
Henry}who started on his travels August 3m#, 1761l. His adventures in Canada
and the west are deseribed in journals written by himself end his nephew,

Meany fur treders were Scotch. Alexander McKenzie end Simon MeTavish were with
the fur compenies at Grand Portage. The Northwest Company built a trading
