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April 1, 1989

Mres Thomas Cs Bleger
Minnesoba Otate listorioal Society
£t. Paul, Minnesota

lear kire Bleger:

Confirming conversation with your Mr. Baboock of a few days
ago when Mr. Lawson and I called upon him ia your absence, the
Federsl Fower Commission has before it the matter of gathering all
the information possible concerning the past use of streams having
developed or undeveloped power on them, as arteries of communication
and commerce.

This iuvolves a search of historicel records, old unewspaper
files, etes for definite references relating %o the use of sach
stream and its tribuleries for the Vransportation of goods or people,
which may come under any of the following headinges

Anything dealing with the use of & definite stream as an
artery of communicaetion or commerce in a definite lecality (trans-
portation of goods or people), which mey eome under the following
headings:

Fur trading,

Transporting loge or lumber,

Yerryboet operetions,

bevelopment of water power for public use,
Line of communication,

Line of boat navigation,

Commercial Tishing.

Reasona for the developument of that use, and for lts decline,
are alse impertant, A gresat mulbiplieity of date covering the same
uge at the same location is not recessury, though a substantial
amount sufiicient for conclusive evidence is desired. Frimery con-
sideration iz %o show the extent to whioh public use has been nade
of definite stresms. Gtatistilos or figures on any phase of commereial
use, navigation improvements (wherves, clearing of waterways, ete.),
operations or attempts which falled, ~ are all of importence %o us,
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As mentioned %o krs Bebooek, the Federal Vriters Froject
people bave kindly consented %o cooperste in thiz resesrch, sinee
it is so oclesely in line with the purposes underlying the lorma~
bion of tledr organisation; and Miss Melichron, of the Kinnesota
group, will accordingly be sending ome or two of her workers to
make. sonbact with you or lr. Baboock toward getiing under way
with Shis work. Vr. lLawson or someone slse from our stafl say
pleo be beok in U8, Paul agein from time tc time on the seme
matter, and snything you ean do toward puttieg likely material
at their disposal, will indeed be appreciated.

Yours very truly,

rayetse L Varner,
Regional Director

go~ kles Nekishren,
Agting Minsesota iirector
Yeceral Vriters Froject
4156 limrverd S5t., 58
dinneapolis, Minsesota

¥re Jds Ts 5‘rcderiok,
keglonal Cirsector
Federal Vriters I'roject
€53 Leat trie treet
Chicege,Illiincis.




April 5, 1939

Attention: Mrs. Scanlon
Mr. Brickson
Mr. Staples

The Federasl Power Commission is interested in gathering all
the information possible concerning the past use of streams having
developed or undeveloped power on them, as arteries of cummunication
and commerce.

Definite references are needed relating to the use of each
stream and its tributaries for the transportation of goods or
people, which may come under any of the following headings:

ANYTHING dealing with the use of a definite stream as an
artery of communication or commerce in a definite locality (trans-
portation of goods or people), which may be classified as follows:

1. Fur trading,

2« Transporting logs or lumber,

3. Ferryboat operations,

4, Development of water power for public use,
5. Line of communication,

6. Line of boat navigation,

7. Commercial fishing.

Reasons for the development of that use, and for its decline,
are also important. A great multiplicity of data covering the same
use at the same location is not necessary, though a substantial amount
sufficient for conclusive evidence is desired. The primary con-
gsideration is to show the extent to which public use has been made
of definite streams. Statistics or figures on any phase of commercial
use, navigation improvements (wharves, clearing of waterways, etc.),
operations or attempts which failed, are all of importance.

To avoid a éuplication of work it is necessary to divide the
rivers and streams of the state into three major divisions. The first
group will comprise the four most important rivers: Mississippi,
Minnesota, St. Croix and the Red River. The second group will comprise
smaller rivers that have served as important arteries of commerce in
the past, or are now providing water power for their respective
communities: Root, Rum, St. Louis, Cannon, Pigeon, Ottertzil, Crow,
Zumbro, Redwood and Crow Wing. The third group will be made up of
streams that were utilized by fur traders, missionaries, early settlers,
etc., for small commercizal ventures, transportation, etc.

Assignments covering any phase of the work will be completed within
the same period that they are given. Materisl will be found at the
libraries, the State Historial Society Library and the files of the
Writers' Project. All copy must be submitted at the conclusion of the
period. Every source and reference must be noted in complete detail.

Editor, ucile Driftmier
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