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freat importance was attached to the arrival and departure

f

AW

of these early steamboats, The familiar whistle of-e=sbeamer would frequently

cause a stampede even from the church service or prayer meeting, particul-
arly if it was the first besbt of the seasone
The first packet company to operate on the Upper Mississippi

the Ste.Louis and Keokuk, which=was organized Jan.l,1842 by John S.McCune
and James ©®,Yatemen, Several other companies were formed which resulted
a great deal of competition; and as the river traffie is a natural monopoly
the effect was the self-destruction of the companies in their efforts to
force their rivals out of business, Low rates, both passenger and freight,

combined with such attractions as speed, good food and amusements which-weuld
draw—tr&de, were the weapons useds0

The navigation of the Upper lis i; did not realy reach
any degree of regularity until 1847, when uncertain meens of communication
were superseded by a regular line of packet boats, which made trips from
Galena to Mendota and Ft.Snelling, This line was operated by lessrs.Campbell
and Smith, of Galenags Bri s H.L.Dbusman, of Prairie du Chienj
H.H.Sibley, of lMendota; and M.W,Lodwick, of Galena, who constituted the
elena Packet Company.

They purchased the steamer ARGO, of which M. W,Lodwick was

commender and Russel Blakely, of Galena, was clerke. The Argo made weekly

trips and did a good business until October of that year when she struck a

o

snag near Wabasha,Minn, and sunk,
In the summer of the next year the "DR,FRANKLIN"
and took the place of the lost boat, and ran for one season in opposi
to the SENATOR of St.Louis, Iz 9 the SENATOR was added to the line under

the command of Cap't.Orrin Smith. In the It was replaced by the NOMINE
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In 1850 the steamboat business had grown to be quite an

extensive one,as travel on the Upper lMississippi, under the flood of immi=

ing and freighting was also growing

(=]

gration pouring in, was rapidly increas
1ar;e.. The SENATOR and NOMINEE continued to be the regular boats of the
Galena Packet Line until 1852 when the BEN CAMPBE s added to the line.

Two trips per week were made by the packet company during the
seasons of 1849,1850 and 1851, In 1852 tri-weekly trips were started.
During the season of 1852 a strong rivalry was begun in the steamboat trade,
The Harrises, Smith and Scribe ran a packet in opposition to the old line,
but before the sumer closed, their boat, the new ST.PAUL was purchased by

Galena Company. At this time Cap'te. Louis Robert brought out the BLACK

HAWK and the GREEK SLAVE, both new boats, and at the same time there were
also several boats in the trade which "ran wild".

In the spring of 1850 a great freshet occurred on the Upper
Mississippi, mainly caused by extreme heavy snows and long continued warm

&l

rainse, The first boat of the season, HIGHLY MARY, did not reach St.Paul

Hod

until April 19 of this year, and speaking of this event the Ploneer says:

"On Friday morning the 19th at six o'clock, the smoke of a steamboat was

visible at St.Paul, and the very heart of the people leapedl for jOy ssess
As she came up in front of Randall's warehouse the multitude on shore raised
a deafening shout of welcome,"

The HIGHLAND MARY brought five hundred passengers, not an
unusual load for those days. "Such has been the anxiety here", continued
the Pioneer,"for the arrival of steamboats that nothing else was talked of
and St.Paul seemed likely to go to seed," TFrom the above extracts,"Some
ixdea can be formed of the joy," says Mr.Williams in his history of St.Paul,

"with which the arrival of the first boat was hailed in early days, opening
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commumication with the rest of the world after months of isolation. It was
generally a signal for a jollification, at which all rules of restraint were

3 .
thrown aside.

From 1850 to 1858 the arrival of steamboabs constently ine-
creased, and from 1854 to 1858 the rush of immigration was particulary heavy,
the passengers numbering several hundred on each boat,

StePaul for five years were as followsg

1854 - 256, 1855-560, 1856~857, 1857=1,026, 1858=1,068, The spring of 1857

one of the latest ever known, the first boat not being able to arrive at

o e
St.Paul until May lst. As soon as the icy obstacles,hewever, the arrivals
became numerous. On May 4 eighteen boats were at the wharf at one time, and
later on no less than twenty-one could be seen at the landing simulﬁanéously.
In these days, before the advent of railroads, the opening of

navipation was a great event in the lives of the inhabitants of St.Paul and
other river towns. The officers of the first boat to arrive usually received
guite an ovation from the citizens,

Three new steamers were launched by the Galena Packet Co.in
1854, and six trips per week were made. This addition to their fleet occurred
at a fortunate time, for during the season the DR.FRANKLIN, NOMINEE and GALENA
were sunk,

The opening of the Chicago and Galene Railroad gave a greatb
impetus to steamboat travel. Previoulsly it was necessary to travel by

T

Mississippie Now

horse-back, stape coach, on foot, or down the Chio to the

people could get on a train, ride to Galena,Ill,,take a packet boat from there

.

to any point on the Mississippl to which they wished to go.
The construction of railroads to Prairie du Chien and LaCrosse

further increased the traffic on the Upper lississippi because of the increasing
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wostward immigration. As the railroads all ended at the Mississippi it was
necessary to change to steamboats there, The increased population also brought
about o greater amount of freight shipped, and, of course, more businesses

Three new steamers were launched by the Galena Packet Company
in 1854 as we have already learned, and in 1857 this number wes augumented
by two more, the NORTHERN BELLE and the GRANITE STATE., Later the Dubuque line

wes purchased and operated by the packéﬁ company. The loss of the

LADY FRANKLIN occurred this season, but having gained the boats of +the Dubuque
Company, no inconvenience was incurred through lack of capacity to carry freight
and passengerss

The years from 1855 to 1858 ineclusive, constituted the most

sperous period in the navigation of the Upper Mississippi. It was stated

in 1855 that the Galena Packet Co. declared dividends of 100,000 on

EAGLE, which cost $20,000 to build, cleared

BELLE costing $11,000, cleared $30,000 profits The
river trade in 1857 was enormous and showed a large profit to all companies
engaged in water-way transportation. /.

The paralyzed condition of the country in the winter of 1857

o

sreatly reduced river traffic the following swmer; and when prosperous times
again came, the steamboats in this section were compelled to compete with
faster and more improved methods of land transit.

Tn 1857 two new lines were put in operation,- the Duluth Line,
composed of three boats, and the Prairie du Chien, Hudson and St.Paul Co.of
three boats,

The St.Louis Packet Co.began operations in 1858, at which time

the Galens Packet Co.had five boats in service,- the NORTHERN BELLE MILWAUKEE,

GALENA, NORTHERN LIGHT,and GREY EAGLE, The officers of the company were
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Orrin Smith,pres., and Russel Jones, sec'y.and treas, At this time there
were a number of private boats rumning from St.Louis to St.Paul, among which
were the NORTHERNER,HAWK EYE STATE, PEMBINA,DENMARK, and SUCKER STATE.

In the winter of 1857-58 a number of the captains of the

teamboats plying between St.Louis and St,Paul determined to form a new line

and make regular trips, leaving on stated days in the week,s On the opening
of naviration in the following spring this line consisted of the steamers =
CAVADA, Cap't.James Wardy W,S.EWING, Cap'te W.Green; DENMARK, Cap't+R.C.GRAYj
METROPOLITAN,Cap't.Thos.B.Rhodes; MINNESOTA BELLE, Cap't.Thos.B.Hill, and
PEMBINA, Cap't.Thos.H.Griffith, Messrs,Warden and Shaler were appointed agents,
and the line was known as the Northern Line, In 1859 the CHIPPEWA, Cap't.
DEW DROP,Cap't.N.W,Parker; LUCIE MAY,Cap!t.J.B.Rhodes; AUNT LETTY,
G.Morrisony NORTHERNER,Cap't.P.A.Alford, and the LACLEDE, were added.
Tn 1859 the first of the Davidson companies was organized with
headquarters in LaCrosse,Wis, The company ran boats from LaCrosse to St.Paul
in connection with the LaCrosse and Milwaukee Railroad with which it had a
contract. All of the Davidson lines were commonly called the "White Collar"
lines because of the white band around the smoke stacks.
The Davidson Line caused fierce rivalry between it and the
Calena Packet Company. Rates were recklessly reduced, and at one time the
fare between St.Paul and Chicago was only one dollar, This rate included
meals, berth, and railroad and water transportations The fight was finall

>

ended by compromise, Cap't.Davidson getting control of the business of the
)
waukee road at LaCrosse
In the winter of 1859-60 the owners of five private lines

running from St.Paul to St.Louis decided to form a joint stock company and

organized under the name of ° Northern Line Packet Co. Cap't Jas,Ward
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was elected president, and Thos.H.Criffith sec'y.and tressurer., The vessels
owned by +the company made regular trips to St.Paul and Upper Mississippi river
points, Boats operated werey SUCKER STATE,HAWE EYE STATE , CANADA , PEMBINA ,
METROPOLITAN , NORTHERNER,W.L.EWING, DENMARK, ,HENRY CLAY,MINNESOTA BELLE, and
FRED LORENZ. This company continued business for fifteen years.
The CGalena Packet Co, ceased rumning in 1866, when Cap't.
)avidson organized the Northwestern Union Packet Co.,by the consolidation
of the two old companies, the Northwestern Packet Co. and the Lalrosse and
Minnesota Steam Packet Co. These two companies had been running boats
between Dubuque and St.Paule.
The Northwestern Umion Packet Co. became the competitor of
Northern Line Packet Co. rumning between St.Louis and St.Paul, and the
Ste.Louls and Keokuk Co. These lines operated in harmony until tThe North=
Packet Co. added the PHIL, SHERIDAN to their fleet. This act caused
rce competition, which continued until rates were again reduced to a
mere nominal figure.

The fight was continued, however, until Cap't.Davidson gained

of the entire business in 1873. Captt.Davidson then organized a new

line known as the Keokuk Northern Packet Line, which was composed of the
principal boats forming the Keokuk,Northwestern andNorthern Lines. This new
company continued to operate on the river until the close

when it passed into the hands of a receiver,

A supply store, dock yards, and saw mills were also operated
by the Davidsons. In 1876 the Davidsons became the sole ers of the boat
yards end supplemented the building and repair of boats with the manufacture
of lumber, These were maintained after the steamboat business had become

chiefly rafting.
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In 1876 the railroad bridge was built at LaCrosse and ©

LaCrosse and lMilwaukee Railroed became a part of the C.M.& St.P.R.R. systems
This extension of the railroad to St.Paul and Minneapolis robbed the river of
much of its trade and turned a dozen flourishing towms along the Mississippi
into dead hamlets,

Until 1880 the Keokuk and WNorthernm Line had a momopoly on the

1

river trade. During 1880 a new White Collar Line was established with four
boats, - the WISCONSIN, the MILWAUKEE, the BELLE OF LA CROSSE, and the
ATEXANDER MITCHELL,

The Keokuk and Northern Line went into receivership in 1881

through the mismenagement of the Davidsons, according to rumor. On April 18,

Iwhat was left of the company was sold at auction at LaCrosse. The boats
sold consisted of six stern wheel craft, six side wheel boats, two wharf boats,
and thirty-one barges, All of these were bid in by the Davidsons for no one
care bid against them,

In 1881 Payton S.Davidson, Lafayette Holmes and S.F.Clinton,
all of LaCrosse, organized the St.Louis Passenger and Freight Line which made
tri-weekly trips in competition with the Diamond Jo line, It withdrew from
competition and discontinued business in 1882,

After tem years of petty steamboating the Diamond Jo Line, the
only one of importance to survive bought the GEM CITY, and tHle warehouses and
other property in the Keokuk and St.Louis tradee In 1892 the Diamond Jo took
over the ST,PAUL, and remaining property of the of Th line", and became
the only organized steamboat system on the river bewteen St.Louls and St.Paul,

Febe3,1911 Streckfuss bought out smond Jo Line and umtil

the last few years was th aly company running boats on the lipper river,

Later the Streckfuss line placed in operation a fleet of pleasure boatse
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During the height of the packet boat business the side~wheel
steamboat wes most popular. This type of boat slowly geve way to the stern-
wheelers which came into use with the introduction of rafting on the Upper
Mississippde

rm-wheel steamboat, although a little harder to handle
because of the position of the wheel, had more power and could be used in

1.1 -

lower vmbter than the side~wheel boats. ' The main difference between rafters

and packet boats was size, the packet boats were much larger., Rafters were

generally less than one hundred tons.

Boats which were capable of carrying cargoes all summer were
money makers for their owners, Some of the larger boats were unable to get
over sandbars after the mid-summer droughts began. So a stern~-wheel packet

of from two to three hundred tons was a boat which could handle a good sized

o

carzo on little watere It therefore represented the highest type of profitable

craft. Such a boat would be about 200 ft. long with a 30 ft. beam, end a 5 ft.

hold. Three large size iron boilers and a fairly large engine geve the boat
a good speed without excessive expenditure for fuel.s The fuel consisted of
cord wood contracted for ahead of time, and picked up from the river banks
as the boats passed,

Some of the outstanding b s on the upper river, and their
size, were as follows:

Alexander lMacGregor 142.8 tons, Mose McLellan
Alexander Witchell 512,08 ™" Worthern Belle
Anmie 312,75 War Eagle
Anmnie Johnston 202.87 Tidal Wave
Ariel 120,44

Belle of LaCrosse 467 TT

Flying Eagle 373482

Hudson 176,81

Jacob Traber 150,00

Mollie Noher 1355432

John Kyle 1,619,.06

&«

[ I N
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speed of the everage steamboat hendling passengers and

sbout eight miles per hour up stream end about eleven

The side-wheel steamers all had highly decorated paddle boxes
that enclosed the paddle wheels on either side of the boat. Pictures of people

ere frequently used. The PHIL SHERIDAN had pictures of General Sheridan on

his horse on its paddle boxes. The boats named "Eagle" were decorated with

the bird of that name, whi e "lNorthern Belle" had a replica of a womane

0ften, thouch, a nbuz nd s name of the boat was all that was used.
F ] (|

he boats were especially highly decorated with

/ -

brilliant, if not always artistic, paintings. lusic was very attractive to

3 o 3 O o
As brass bends were too expensive, a colored stringed orches-
found in the mein cabin, These negroes also worked as deck

t was being loaded or unloaded., Six or eight negroes who

the benjo, violin or guitar, as well as sings and who were also

N

ds, or even firemen, were hired. These,during

and received a little extra pay for their ser-

first steam "calliope

AL

Three good meals were served on the boats each dayy end the

passengers were welcome to eat all they wished., This was quite a contrast

o the lower river where passengers were expected to furnish their own foods
In the days of keenest competition on th 7 oats

this and dancing were offered at the lowest pricess each company trying to

2

far es to keep agent

o

outdo the other in efforts to gain trades They went so

reilroad stebions to persuade passengers to take their particular boa
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During the 70's games and dancing were prohibited on the
Davidson boets on Sundeys by Cormodore Davidson, who was, after his con=
version, a strict Christiane On a Sunday in 1872 a group of excursionists
from LaCrosse on the Alexander lMitchell persuvaded Captein Laughton to allow

them to dance, The Captain,disregarding his orders, allowed them to do so.

The boat was caught in a tornado end wrecked, and Captain Laughton was prompte-

ly dischargeds
The average packet boat, accomodating 200 cabin passengers and

100 second class passengers on the deck, would cost from $25,000 to $30,000

L

£

to builde. In 1857 the expenses of a crew of a first class boat for a month
were: captain $300s; chief clerk $2003 second clerk {1003 chief mate $200j
second mate $1003 pilots,two at $500 each ($1,000)s chief engineer {2003
second engineer $1503 firemen 8 at $50 ($400)s steward $200; carpenter {1503
watechman $503 deck hands 40 at $50 each ($2,000); cabin crew $800; food
supplies 275 per day ($2,250); wood 25 cords per day @ $2,50 ($2,000 allowing
for stop overs,ete,.)s sundries $1,400; or a total of $11,500,

The down stream rates for freight, no charge being less than
twenty-five cents, were: for 30 miles, 5 cents per mile per 100 poundss from
30 to 60 miles, 4 cents per mile,per 100 poundss: over 60 miles 3 cents per
pound per 100 pounds; $1.50 per 100 pounds from Calena to St.Paul. The up=
stream rates were one cent per mile more than those for down-stream freighte

The passenger rates were downstream from St.Paul to Hastings
32 miles, $1.,50 for cabin, and $1,00 for deck; Red Wing 65 miles $2,50 for
cabin, $2,00 for deck; LaCrosse,l75 miles,$5,00 for cabin, $3,00 for decks
Prairie du Chien, 255 miles, $7.00 for cabin, $#3.50 for deck; Galena,321 miles
$8400 for cabin, $4,00 for deck; upstream Galena to St.Paul 321 miles $12,00
for cabin, $6.00 for deckes The net receipts of the average boat for a season

was sbout $56,300e
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The decade from 1860 to 1870 was one of great activity on the

river. The averepe life of a steamboat, computed from the follow

(=2

was approximately eight yearss

-

The WAR EAGLE was in service 17 yrs.,from 1853 to 1870; the

SHERIDAN,in service 15 yrs.,from 1866 to 1881; MILWAUKEE, in service 6 yrse

(o B Y Si]
from 1856 to 18623 ITASCA, in service 21 yrs.,1857 to 18783 KEY CITY, in service
5 yrs.,1857 to 1862, NORTHERN BELLE
KEOKUK,in service 4 yrs,,1858
BRILLIANT, in service 5 j 8¢ { SUCKER STATE, in service

BURLINGTON, in

FAVORITE, in service 3 yrs., 1858 to 1862

~

service 11 yrs.,186 8713 DAVENPORT, in service 16 yrs., 1860 to 1876;

2z

MeLELLAN, in service 1 y from 1862 to 1863; GOLDEN STAR, in service J yrs.,

1862 to 1865; FLYING EAGLE, in service 7 yrs.,188l1 to 18883 CIHIFPEWA, in service

04

AT FRTD

5 yrs.,1866 to 1871; BELLA MAC, in service 6 yrs.,1880 to 18863 ALFRED TOLL, in

service 10 yrs., 1880 to 18903 ALEXANDER MITCHELL, in service 1l yrs.,1870 to

881, MARY BARNES, in service 6 yrs., 18 0 18853 LIE MOHER, in service

(S P L » W
23 yrs., from 1864 to
After the Civil War there was a gradual change from the grain

trade to passenger and miscellaneous freight. Thi hange was brought about

mainly by the inereased immigration towards the West and the development of

railroads to the Mississippi river,
the Chicago and Galena Railroad was completed; in 1857
ras completed rie du Chien; and

lilweukee Reilroad reached LaCrosse, Immigration

stimulated 1 g h ississippi over these roads,

v
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Tmmediately after the war there wes a marked change in the
aracter of the deck crews, called "roustabouts". Heretofore the deck crews
had been composed of white men, While many of them were sober, hard-working
industrious men intemt only on earning a living, this was not, as a general
rule, true.

\iany of the roustabouts were drunken, dissolute ruffians, who
gave their officers a great deal of trouble., It required men of much courage
nd even some brutality to keep such men in order. The methods employed Dy

these mates were not always humane, but they were effective.

The work was hard, and the fact that the mates were better
equipped with strength and courage than patience made it doubly so. DBecause
of this men seeking work drifted to other fields, and those of the less
desirable class were s by the mates, leaving an opening for the
negroes who had been ‘set I

1igl

- o0

ht=hearted and tractable, and did thelr work w

-

that loading and imloading a vessel became a comedy greatly enjoyed by. the
eling publice. The negro roustebouts had a habit of singing a song, in
the words of which included the names of meny
teamboats engaged in Upper Mississippl commerce. (see page 14=B).
Just as there had been an evolution in the type of boats, and
who mammed these boats, so there has been an evolution in the
River. One of the important early

Torthwest and from Canada.

xports from New Orleans were valued at $62,000,

cent consisted of skins from the upper countrys.

11 1

Since the "Illinois Country",so called at that time, was

™ 1

ettled by pioneers from French Canada by 1870, the shipments down the river

ineluded other articlees then the fruits of the chase, Agricultural products
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Ther,W,Weyerhacuser and the srontenac,
rne t'.C,A,Denkmann and the Belle lac,
The Menominee and the Louisville,

1he R.J.Wheeler and the dcssie Bill,
I'ne Robert Semple and the Golden Gate,
the C.J.Coftery and the Sucker State,
'he Charlotte Boeckeler and tne Silver Vave,
ihe John H,Douglas and tne J.K,Gravew.
I'he Isaac Staples and the Helen uMar,
The Henrietta and the Norta Star,

I'ne David Bronson and the Netta Durant,
The Kit Carson and the J.W,Van Sant.
Ihe Cnancy Lamb and the rvansville,

ihe Blue Lodge and the Minnle Will,

tne Park Painter and the Silas Wrégnt,
I'ne Saturn and the Satellite.

1'he Artemus Lamb and the Pauline,

I'he Douglas Boardman and the Xate Keen.
the I.n,Staples and the Mark Bradley,
The J.G.Bradley and the Julia Hadley.
I'ne Mollie Wnitmore and the C.K,Peock,
the Robert Dodds and the Borcalis ReX.
1The Pete Kirus and the Wild Boy,

rhe Lily Turner and the St.Croilx.

Yne A,r.Jenks and the Bart u&,Linehan,
the C.,W,Cowles and the Bro.Jonathan.
ThePete Wilson and the Annie Girdon,
I'ne lverness and the L,W, Barden,

I'ne Nellie rnomas and the snterprise,
tYhe LeClaire Belle and the Hiram Price.
'ne Dan Hine and the City o1 Winona,
ine Helene Schulenberg and the Natrona,
The rlying nagle and the loline,

T'he #.Rutledge and the Josephinse,

The Sterling and the Irene D.

Ihe D,A.McDonald and the Jessie B,

I'he Gardic sastman and tne Verne Swaln.
lhe Jas Mellon and the L.W,Crane.

The Sam Atlee and the William White,
1he Lumberman and the Penn White,

I'ne Stillwater and the Volunteer,

I'hne Jas.risk Jr. and the Rsindeer,

r'ne ‘'nistle and the Mountain Belle,

Lhe Little ragle and tne Gazelle,

ihe Mollie Monler and the Jas,.Mcans,
1'ne Silver Crescent and the Muscatine.
The Jim Watson and the Last Chance,

the Kate Waters and the wd,lurant.

I'nhe Day lhayer and the rlora Clark,

T'he Robert Ross and the J.W.Parke.

t'he welipse and the J.W.Mills,

l'he J.8.Kegtor and the J,J.nill,

I'hne Lady Grace and the Abner Gile,

The Jonnnic Scnmoker and the George Lysle.
''ne Larayette Lamb and the Clyde,

''ne B.Hershey and the lime and lide,

(MissSteamboat Stories p.483-43 LaCrosse Co, Hist.S.Sketae

£
-
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its support during first half century

produce enough food

and the Lower | be about the pro=

porti enjoyed constituting
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proportion of commerce on
miners in the Galena, Ill, district where mines

2 .
supplying

in 1826, A larre asmount of lead mined was shipped

rovernment forts

detail

comnerce

-

building

a fort at the mouth of the Minnesota River where
The war department ordered lajor Thomas [Forsyth to pure $2,000 worth of

goods to steamboat Indians
ing above du Chien in payment for the sii which had been ceded

teamboats," according to Forsyth,"

such craft on the upper parts of the

impracticable to navigate

changed their plans, end commenced transporting the provisions

Finding thet no steamboat could

commenced to employ keels, I hired a boat and crew, bought

provisi ready by the third of June."
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Tn the years 1818~1819 over fifty steemboats were built
western cormerce = more than had been constructed in the previous seven yearse
Tt was quite matural, therefore, that there should be a gradual increase and
expansion in their use. But even with this added number it is not likely that
a third of the total trade on western waters was carried by steamboatse
Barlier, however, in 1817, nine~tenths of the trade had been
carried by other types of boats. After a slight decline in building, the number
began to increase umtil i 82 reached the high mark of fifty=twoe
number was not surpassed during the following five years,

"Clermont 6f the Upper M
32 tons, built at Wheeling,Vi
Jemes Pemberton, end seven others. As before stated it
o10 in,wide; and its depth was 5
but no pilot house, being run by a tiller at the back,
ed both mast and figurehead. According to its enrollment at the
of Nlew Orleans, dated Dec.21,1822, it was the fifty-first boat built and

documented on western waterse

During the course of its first journey on the Upper 1l

in 1823 it w d by two mens Pemberton acted as master occasionally,

and John Crewford seems to have held the position of captain of
ful

assful trips to the mouth

TI‘&‘:_I‘LC 13',11 '-”._ n ,(1111--.

way from Louisville to St.Louls, it struck a snag
about seventy milesgabove the mouth of the Ohio

The passengers and crew were saved, but the cargo was lost. No evidence has

heen found that the boat ever was raised,
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The VIRGINIA was chartered primarily to carry govermment
008 i Upper Mississippl. Other freight and passengers
were also carried,
Vajor Lawrence Taliaferro, the Indian Agent at Fort Snelling,
ngton on business comnected with his work early in 1823, and he.
was ordered on his return to superintend the movement of supplies to the
Upper M r 3> VIRGIN He no doubt imparted a great deal of ine
formation to Beltrami, the Ttalian exile "and explorer, who was granted per-
mission by the Indian Agent to go to Fort Snelling on the VIRGINIA, and who
"bunked" with him both on board the boat and after they reached Fort Snelling,
Beltrami was the sole chronicler of the events of the trip, anc chiefly
hrough his records that ncidents of the voyage are known., He wes a

Je s "

typical adventurer of the better class, sometimes called a "gentleman adventurer.”

Another passenger was Great Eagle, a Sauk Indian chief, who had

>

n

upon to board the VIRGINTA, whi hisg ss fortunate fellow
smen made their way along the banks of the river to their home.. No doubt

these lesser lights must have been filled with the keenest jealousy as they

plodded their weary way along the rough, muddy benk while their chief lolled

at ease upon the deck of the VIRGINIA smoking his pipe and no doubt recounting

s

weird tales of his bravery and the cowardice of his enemies,

A Kentucky family, name unknown, bound for the lead mines at
Galena was on board, according to Beltrami,"with their arms and baggage, cats and
dogs, hens and turkeys; the children too had their own stock." A woman mission-
ary completes the list of known passengers. She was bound for the lead district

and expected to work among the Indians,

The beautiful end romantic country around the present site of

Winona,Mimn., where majestic bluffs stood along the river like giant sentinels,

was likened by Beltrami to the Rhine River between Bingen and Koblenz. It was
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the Sioux chief Wabasha came on board with his warriors,
The pipe of peace was passed around and Taliaferro acted as
interpretor for his fellow passengers. Vabasha was ereatly impressed with
the construction and performance of the | The intricacy of the engine
especially appealed to him, He was quite curious about its construction and
the principal on which it worked.
Leaving Ghief Wabasha behind the VIRGINIA entered a section of
thet was "diversified by hills, plains, meadows, and forest
+he mouths of the Buffalo and Chippewa rivers, flowing
from the eaét. Just above the Chippewa ig the lower end of Lake Pepin.
|

e B . Y
lake, or enlargement of the i 1 vhich it realy is, has a width of

a mile in certain places and is very deep. Boats have no difficulty in

<7

passing through it even during the season of low water, In storm‘weather the

waters of Lake Pepin are lashed into a fury, end steamboats that can navigate
the shallow upper river, being necessarily of the light draft, seldom venture
onto it,.

As the VIRGINIA was plowing its way through, a terrifiec squall
struck it and only by means of supberb navigation was the boat able to wallow
its way to safety. Staring Indians gazing in astonishment from the banks,

wore the only witnesses to this thrilling and almost fatal incident.
of

At the Mlountain Grange", mow known as Barn Bluff at Red Wing, there

A

was another Sioux village, and here again the chief and his leading warriors

came on board. After the travelers solemmly smoked the peace pipe and gave ear

to some long and tedious speeches, they resumed the journey.

1 =

Above the mouth of the Cammon River the liss i became

narrower and the bluffs steeper and more imposing. The boat passed the

St.Croix, Little Crow's village near the present site of St.Paul, and
on May 10,1823, the VIRGINIA nosed her way into the Uinnesota River and cams to

a well-earned rest under the frowning cliffs upon which Ft.Snelling was builte
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The long trip of 729 miles had been made in twenty days, of
which four had been spent in getting over the Lower Rapids and one in stemming
the Upper Rapids. During the course of the journey the boat had struck five
sandbars, four below Prairie du Chien and one above, No fuel had been arranged
for in advance end the VIRGINIA had been forced to lie over while fresh supplies
were by crew, With the exception of one night when the glow of a forest
fire 1it up the river, the engines had stopped each day at sundowm, as it would
have been fool hardy to attempt to travel at night on a river hitherto un-
navigated by steamboats.

The voyage of the
the practicability of navigating the Upper lMi

Late in the summer of 1823 a second boat,

Fort Snelling. : trip of the VIRGINIA the government did not
hesitate to use a quicker and more reliable method of moving troops and supplies
than had previously been employeds With the advent of steam navigation it became
evident tha Mississippi provided the most expeditious and natural outlet
for the huge guantities of lead that were just beginning to be produced end wers
soon to reach enormous volume,

The river was also to become the main artery along which the

creat influx of immigration moved steadily into the Upper Mississippi Valley.

As a result of this steady growth of population a tremendous trade, which

became gpeater end greater with each passing year, was established on the broad

g
waters of the great river. No other means of transportation was capable of
serving this region so well during the period from 1823 to 1848,

Three inter-related factors = the Indian, the fur trader, and the
soldier - were responsible for the steady growth. of steamboating on the Upper

Mississippi following the voyage of the VIRGINIA, The Indian played en important

m1l

role, both directly and indirectly, in developing sTeamboating Thus before the
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Civil War, steamboats carried the fur companies! goods upstream and returned
cargoes of furs and pelts, The transportation of troops end supplies
ulted from the presence of the Indian on the frontiers, Steamboating was
stimulated directly by carrying delegations to treaty grounds, by the delivery
of annuity goods as provided by these treaties, and by the ultimate removal of
whole tribes to new reservations. Fach process severed a link in the chain
of the Indian to the lands of the TUpper Wississippi.

Steamboat captains were constantly on the alert to secure the
contract for transporting Indien delegations. Outbreaks between tribes were
frequent and the government often acted as arbitrator in settling dispubes and
restoring peace,

Indian agents were appointed to supervise and regulate the
Tndian trade, to settle disputes among the various tribes and between the
Indien and the white man, and finally to persuade the red man to cede his
lands and move farther westward,

Prior to the Black Hawk War most of the councils in the Upper
Mississippi Valley were called at some point mear a military post. Fort Crawford
and Fort Armstrong were favorite treaty grounds. Thus Sioux and Chippewa, Sauk
and Fox, Menominee, Iowe, and Wimmebago, as well as a portion of the Ottawma,
and Potawatomi were assembled at Prairde du Chien at the Great Council of 1823.
ost of these tribes re-assembled at Ft.Crawford in 1829 and again in 1830,

The whole tribe usually attended. Indians living near the treaty grounds came
by cenoe, on horseback, or on foot. The more distant tribes were usually brought
by steamboats.

In 1830 the PLANET carried a delegation of three hundred Sauk,

Fox, Iowa, and Obo together with a small deputation of Missouri Sioux and

Winnebago to Prairie du Chien. The mxpense of transportation, the many and

lengthy orations delivered, and the danger of outbreaks by discontented red
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men finally led the government to inaugurate the policy of trans
delegations to Washington., It was also hoped that the Indian would be over-
awed by the prosperity and power of the govermment,

The profits of steamboat captains formed no small portion of the
expenditures for such delegationse. In 1837 the ROLLA received
per passage for the twenty-six Indians and their attendants for
and fare from St.Louls to Ft.Snelling., This sum was far in exées of the usual
amount paid for such a trip.

The transportation of Indian annuities was also important. Each

[

year goods were dispatched to the various tribes along the Upper lMiss

where the movement of delegations and tribes required but one trip, the traffiec

in ammuity goods called for many voyages to the points designated in the treaty,

These annuitie iste P tobacco, powder, bar-lead, Chinese vermilion,
verdigris, gun-flints, guns, blenkets, blue and red stroudings, calico,
thread, needles, brass kettles, gard hoes, fine combs, box wood fire, steels,

£ 1

butcher knives, looking glasses, gartering, ribbon, finger rings,
Madras handkerchiefs, shirts, arm bands, wrist bands, and other trinkets.
Large sums of money and goods were often granted in
In 1851 the Treaty of Traverse des Sioux provided for the disbursement of
075,000 as follows: money for the chief's, money for agricultural purposes,
and money to be held in trust at five percent interest to be paid the Indians
ennually for a period of fiftty yearse
furnished a considerable portion of the goods
brought to the Upper Mississippi, but it was the enterprising city of St.Louis
that claimed the largest share of the trade, As early as 1829 Caleb Atwater
observed that the Indian Department had expended millions of dollars in St.Louis,

the entire western country was inecluded in the commerce, no small share

belonged to the Upper Mississippi.




Steamboats and Cargoes. G.V.Jehu, (22)

S0 TP TROOPPRPPPP R P ROEP P RO PR OGP PSP RO ENRERRORRsRRsRGRIP ISR ERSERPOIOIRRTSEPRPEROIRRTIORERDS

. .

In 1853 the trade in goods purchased by citizens
by white settlers throughout the surrounding country amounted to
government trade during the same year amounted to fully $400,000
Each flourishing community between St.Louis and St.Paul made
strong bids for a portion of this trade and often received a generous share.
For a long time Galena,Tll., played a leading role, but in the decade preceding
Civil War other river towms cut deeply into her trade. In 1857 Davenport
the surrounding territory in Iowa furnished goods to the valley of $28,000
the Sioux of the Mimmesota River alone,
Cargoes Although no hard and fas’ . nitely divide the history of
amboating on the Upper U ssippi, four distinet periods
tand out in i 7 bold relief,

The lead period embraces the quarter century following the suc=

i —

cessful trip of the VIRGINIA from the foot of the Des lloines Rapids to Ft.Snmelling
in 1823, Both production and shipment of lead experienced a phenominal growth
which was only paralleled by its equally rapid decline in the decade following

The lead traffic, however, was carried on from Galena,Ill, south,

Inmigration is characteristic of the second period, Hundreds of

settlers crowded the decks of the Upper Mississippl steamboats for a period of
approximately twenty-five years. The movement of settlers by wmter continued
until the building of the railroads parallel with the river snuffed out a trade

for which river capteins had reaped their richest rewards,

The third period witnessed the shipment of heavy cargoes of grain

- e ———————eie ittt it

-

southwerd, end extends from the Civil War up to the early 80's when a rapid
decline is noteds

The finel period is one of steady decline which culminated in the

sale of the equipment and the four remaining boats of the Diamond Jo Line for a

paltry $175,000, a sum which would not have been a reasonable down-payment on

-
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the stock of the Northwestern Union
Some furs were shipped down the river each year, but the records
show that the bulk of werd by way of Wisconsin, Fox River,
end Green DBs In 1849 - SENATOR brought down one hundred packs of buffalo hides
which had been transported overlend to St.Paul from the Selkirk Colonies on the
Red River of the North. Hides were transported from the northwestern s
innesota Territory and beyond by caravens of ox carts sometimes numbering several
hundred, These certs returned with merchandise purchased in St.Paul, Small cone
signments of cramberries also found their way to merket by steemboat. In 1849
2,135 bu v shipped from liimmesota to points south and east.
the territory along the lMississippi River filled with settlers
jable movement of grain was noted, but it was not until the 60%'s thet
trade became en endless rolden stream, some going southward to New Crleans,

and the remainder eastward over the railweys which linked the Mississippi with
the East. Prairie du Chien, Dunleith, Fulton, Rock Island, and points below
were importent junctions in this join nd and water transportation,

Upstream cergoes i ‘ , he personal belongings of the

together with the ever increasing demend for menufactured goods from

showed rakes, hoes, spades, exes, grindstones,

number of tools and farm machinery.

A precious cargo of freight consigned to the DOCTOR FRAVKLIN NO.L
1853 listed three barrels of whiskey, one barrel of brandy, one barrel of old
rye whiskey, one barrel of crackers, a ten gallon keg of g a keg of port wine,

another of dark brandy, some St.Cruse rum, peach brandy nd Hollend gin gether
J 3 g B o 8 128 3

with an appropriete number of flasks, tupblers and decanters to serve such a

shipment .
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Strenge cargoes often found their way on board the Missi
steamboats. In 1853 the Territory of MMinnesota sent a large buffalo as
its contributions to the Crystal Palace Exhibition in New York. The
this surly beast was not improved by the rough handling of the roustabouts
board the BEN FR! [ After being jostled from boat to boat, led through
finelly making the last lap of the jourmey to
York by train, the distracted animal gave vent to his feelings
cormittee appeared to pass on his fitness as an exhibit, A furious charge by
the enraged beast sent the committee scurrying for safety as they formulated

their verdict. It is needless © not accepted.

Elephants, a rhinoceros, and even one of P.T.Barnum's gorillas

have been transported on steamboats plying the Upper
The large and rapid growth of traffic on

during the 40's was known as the "Golc Ape Tt must be remembered,too,
that the everage tommage of boats was growinge At this time the tommage carried
Mississippl River, even exclusive of New Orleans, was
said to be greater t that of all | Atlantic ports combined,

In July 18¢ the CANADA carried the
31,672 worth of deck passenge and $2,000

She had on 1
towing two barges loaded to the water's edge
freight. Her captain was obliged to refuse both freight and passengers
lower river ports enroute.
The Black Hawk Purchase, the creation of the Territories of

Iisconsin and Iowa and their admission as stat just before Minnesota became

serve as a baromebter to the northward trend of immigration
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It would 1 alry 1L ’BJG
passenger receipts became greate h those on

Ireland and the revolutions on

immirrants into the United St

“«

the tremendous influx o
The use of tows metimes keel=boats but more often barges
although large shipments T
decade.
aveler who rode on the st sr NOMINEE (Capt.Orrin f Smith),

U e : haot e S 4 L. 3 36 sarcione 1 heatwr harse
perx - 3 D DOL. 1871 towed &a heavy Darge

v

‘;u.*a \.] .

temporery lull occurred during the early stages of the

$ o I £ 41 AT 1 o L nd T kN s whi ol 1
in spite ol The movemenv oL T ps and volunteers wnich caused

more equal division betw freigh nd passenger receipls,

Hemvy steamboat traffic continued as long as the railroads did

11

not run perallel with the river. Groups of foreigners congregated at the
along the river where they anxiously awaited the
bound for the rich snd promising lands above.
When a party of about 250 Norwegians arrived at Dunleith,Ill.

baggage in June 1866 and prepared to take passage on the JENNTIE
Herald of June
the title = "Emigrants By The Car Load,"
depot presents a picturesque appearance Jjust
came in Tuesday, bound for some point up the river, and
2t they were compelled to'lie overy and "lie over" it
1iteral sense. From one end of the depot to the other they are scattered
dovetailing together in the most workmen like manner possible,

bundles make an effective barricade aj ainst

all intruders."
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rassengers bound for Vinnesota departed on
on June 23, anc was nobed that € omigrants were in Chicago

arrival of 5,000 more from the mother country before proceedin
Norwegiens, Swedes, and Cermems were included in these groups of

smicrar nts .

Excursion A Juerative source of revenue which, from the earliest times,

————————

Trade the enterprising steamboat capbains sought was the excursion
trade. Not only were the financial returns att tive but the

dvert ¢ derived on such occasions was perhaps equally important.

relipious, pabrioti and fraternal societie
- 2 -

to neighboring cities, usuallj sing a Lid or local celebrat-

Pitting occasion,

Thile short excursions were commnon, ©ihe m popular on the
entire Mississir s that w Catlin, the artist, declared should be
called the "Fashionable Tour,'

Perhaps the earlies

~round of the pleasure seeking public
abulous Forties," was that of the steamboat LAWRENCE in 1825,
i+h D.F.Reeder in command, this tiny 120 ton craft reached

1ling on the second of May. The following day Capte.Reeder invited al

the ladies and pentlemen of Ft.Snelling to take a pleasure trip tot he Falls,

Hp —op - 2
en offer which was readily accepted by a large party.

Accompanied by a band the LAWRENCE ste emmed the swift current

some played gemes, others danced to

rreatly enjoyed by all. As usual on

me to view the steamer with mingled wonder and as shment,

o
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Twelve years later, i { Capt.Daniel Smith Harris adver-

make a trip to e Fal of St.Anthony in his boat the

f

of passengers wished to go. The same

vear a card of thanl sign 0y forty passengers, commended Capt.Perrin

Southerners on board
pt.John Atchinso WX during the day, wh tringed orchestra provided
excellent musi vhich to dane at nighte
by Franklin Steele who provided carriages for carrying the joyous party across

the waving pleins to Falls where the steward of the LYNX had spread a
Good wines flowed freely

when a storm sent the excurs ists racing for shelter beneath th

ledge of llinnehahs Falls

the tourists would patronize only those boats
rere quick to introduce
River craft were soon in a position to offer
to the most fastidious.
Louisville Journel expressed delight at the prospects
leaving on the steamboat DAYTON, and
A similar excursion

1

steamboat ever built
Minnesota Packet Company carried the
1,2 th cago and Rock Island Railroad on an excursion
to St.Paul and the [ St.A ) Boats employed were the Galena,

G W.Sparhawk, Golden E Lady Franklin and War Eagle. Throughout the ex-

cursion the press of the netion was filled with glowing accounts of the beauty
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of the scenery and the i ity he Upper Mississippi Valley. Frobably

no other fact wes S0 impo ’ n popularizing the "Fashionable Tour" with

Fal

Easterners 3 crand Excursion, Among the ruests were ex-president of the

I v AdA

n gl L S o e [ W -2 £ e e
nited Stetes 1 : Fillmore and daug 1cer, oamuel

Edward
of American histc George Bancroft.
During the
stopped at Cincimmati to greet Cen'l.Wi
Besides the important personages mentioned
the Roek Island Railroad excursion, many other notable people graced the de
Mississippl
The season of 1837 saw ColeJohn Bliss and family on board
CapteJoseph Throckmorton's BURLINGTON, with the renowned
tist Geroge Catlin and wife as fellow passengers. During the
same year J.N.Nicollet, John C.Fremont, Henry Atkinson, and Franklin Steele,

ml

together with many other prominent personages took sace with Throclmorton,
Capt.larryat, the novelist and ritidh sea captain, also paced the deck of the
JURLINGT
Sweet and serene in the dignity of h ehty years came the
Alexander Hamilton, braving
her son
topped.
ppi,
Giacomo Constentino Beltrami, the
transmitted es & part of his legacy to posterity, an account of the voyage of

i Y

the VIRGINIA. Deltrami was the first of a long list of passengers, many of
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interesting accounts of their journeys. Thus Fredrike Bremer has

siven an account of her trips between Galena,St.Faul and St.Louis on the
steamboats VENOMINEE, NOMINEE, and MINNESOTA. MNeny others,however,fal iled to
leave eny record of their voyages. A mere notice of the departure of
Richard Cobden, from Dubuque on the WAR EAGLE is the only known record of
visit of this sturdy chempion of reform.
ut interesting as these characters are, it was the pla ain

, folk, both native and foreign, who formed the great bulk of pass-
engers on Upper lMississippi steamboats. These crants, together with the
vast cargoes of freipght which resulted from their presence, fatltened The pockete
books of steamboat captains and made 1 it the phenominal development of
early steamboating on the Mississippi.

|

in the operation of Mississippl steamboats were

captains end pilots. And what an euripus array the captains
pilots who manned and steered those steamboats on the Upper
EQUAT

.Green, captain and owner of the EQUATOR,

wrecked on St.Croix Lake in 1858, was & God~fearing, God-talking lethodist
3 o8

nisters Thomas Cushing, before beconﬁinz a pilot, was a prominent opera

singer in Wew York; Orrin Smith Sr.,president of the lMimmesota Packet Co., was
devout a churchmen that he refused to run his boat between midnight Saturday

eht Sunday, and forced the crew on the idle vessel to hear Sunday

services, which, no preacher being obtainable, he delivered himself,
[illiem Laughton was an Englishman who jumped overboard so often to
that he nearly made a pr ion of it, He saved

er cup end a set of resolutions from

girl who had falled over the rail,
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Captain John B,Davis, who had command of a vessel at 19 years of age, was &

man who would try enything once, While in command of the FREIGHTER he attempted

ss the flooded land between Big Stone Lake and the Red River of the North
erounded on the prairie and wrecked about ten miles from the lake.
Another was pilot David Tipton, who begen service on a keel=boat in 1820, soon

went into steamboat piloting which he continued until, at the age of 84 years,
he dropped dead at his wheel,
itled blood was not uncommon among the boatmen. Count Ageston

Haraszthy, a political refugee, owned and commended the ROCK RIVER which ran
between St.Louis and Mendota,Minn. Robert C.Eden, younger son of an English
baronet, bought an 8 5 -wheeler called the ENTERPRISE and, filling her
cabin with books, cruised about on the Mississippi, Wisconsin,St.Croiz and
Fox Rivers, He dressed roughly and was known to the rivermen as"Bobi{ IHe was
captain of hi m boat, but employed a pilot, deck hand and engineer. The pilot

teorge Byron Merrick who wrote an account of his life on the river., During

Wer, Eden served as major in the 37th Wisconsin Infantry, and after

rugegle ended returned to England and entered the ministry.

o

A captain of one of those boats was a devotee of prize fighting,
and pulled the KATE CASSEL into a woodyard near Hastings,Minn., to ellow his
pilot, J.B.lMeCoy, to fight out a quarrel with a St.Louis freight handler named

Parker. Here a ring was roped off, seconds chosen and bottle holders and sponge

bearers supplied from the crew and passengers. It was a hot and heavy slugging

match and an enjoyable diversion to the passengers, There is no report that

anyone was shockeds; on the contrary there was general regret that the captain,
siness getting the better of him, pulled the bell for departure

before the knockoute
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Cormodore Davidson, one of the biggest boat owners on the

yptains. No

el

Upper lMississipr was another of the pious but strong-armed ce

cambling or dancing or other public diversion unsanctioned by the church were

permitted on his boat However, Capt.Laughton, commending the commodore's

ITCHELL was made of more earthly ma: g a certain

(=8 =] (=R~

e. few of his passengers to engage in the Virgi ? They denced

until late under the brilliant chandeliers of the cabin, and then

not feeling any immediate effects of heavenly wrath upon their sin.

the river. It seemed ¢ f they were going to
But they weren't, At three o{clock the next morning a tormado
sereamed its way over the land and swooped down on the
Both smoke stacks were ripped off, the roof of the pilot sailed upward
and onward, followed by pert of the hurricane deck on the port side,
the mate, was stending by the boat's bell when the twister struck.
Trudall with it, blowing him a full quarter of a mile

him,

"You see," said the commodore sternly, "thal what comes of

assortment of people., And adorning their steemboats

just as strangely! Captains painted their paddle boxes with the name of their

on the background of a brilliant sunburst; with grey eagles, golden eagles,

black eagles, war eagles and spread eagles. The Minnesota's paddle box carried

state's coat of arme; fthe MINNESOTA BELLE had the picture of a buxom maiden

Rr

with e bundle of wheat and a reaping hook; the NORTHERN BELLE also had-a girl

a9 5

~TTTTATY

on the padd ‘ the GENERAL BROOKE end PHIL :-SHERIDAN carried enormous porte—

Lo

raits of their C ( forth, list without end, Others had their
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ainted with lurid pictures, many of which were symbolic warnings to
against strong drink,
The music furnished consisted of brass bands for the larger
boats and orchestras for the smaller ones, Ned Kendall's cornmet, it
could make any boat populer, Then there were the harmonious souled negroes.

Shipping as waiters, barbers, porters and deck hands, they played stringed

instruments an ang as only they could play and sing those haunting, joyfully-

JELSIOR appeared with a steam calliope, the
Other boats soon followed the example of the EXCELSIOR but
ey were never very populer with the adult passengers, although the children
seemed to enjoy their music,
editor of the "Prescott Faraclete" wrote:
exceptions, by .ss of low=-bred, un=-
vagabonds, who seldom, if ever, treat a
person with as much respect as a well=bred hound deserves. This we know from
personal observation on the best boats of the river." And Capt.Chas.J.Allen,
Corps of Engineers,U.S.A, included in a report for a River Improvement Assn,
the tement that = "Most of the river pilots are posses but little.
Imowledge beyond that required in turning a wheel,"
accused of being igmorant, but were they?
Imew was every bar and rock and snag in the river, every land-mark
estinations through wind
and water and th kness the pitch~black night! And they knew perha
wmen nature from the many people they had steered through every

reather, and alitt " the w from the strange pla hey had

People from all walks of life had come under their observation = the
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various type C hum ! found in cosmopolitan New Orle and on the

thronged e P St.L They were also acquainted with the gemblers. and

the new country which was fastly becoming

money Sw.

orite subiject of conversation on boats was land booms,
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The early explorers

T, = |
rivers and 1

AL . ) . s X i —r 43 x oo T A
craft arose, v turned naturally to the one type of boat

's boate The sailiwas useless in
used, except
33 Ao

shallow 1 wh handi Under thes mditions it

. - v bl B FONTTA 5 14 o L7 R sl
0 dovm strea ) when th ovagers wished : 1p the river 1T

o+

speed of the curren lecessity mpelled the CoOwW

developed.
the +© N ¢ of the inland
better su GO0 The: ds The were
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dowvmstream

CWS Wer aracteri y American

timber along the bottom
‘to take the shoek of ri bstructi Unlike the at boat, they were

.oned tow 1
occasio:
wa.s arduous d expensive w 1 prevented i 5@ Ol e scale for
comnercial purposese. Some keel-boats, and flat boats too for that matter,
were fitted out as a forn general stoz nd, floating dowmstr

A

commodities t wellers along the peddler aflo

pack or wagon,
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appearance

- \ (LY L 1 K 2 =8 e
they were beautiful in a dif ent way: beautiful in their ability to

31 3 ¥ o S o o4 2 o o - o Ye le & 1.
chelr GNeLl Ml sSe f a nation that was to

-w 3/ £ o g, i o - = »
wth of trade on the 1 nd water ways

proved 1 1 I me the best f ble of't for upstream transe

ion prior to the advent of sem as a motive power

hey cost from $2,¢ 33,000, De s varied,
names end being adopted to various purposes.
keel=boat
both ends,
down streams
tons of military
such a boat required one men for each ton of freight aboard,
kinds were usedsy if the owners neg: 2d to provide sufficient
ils, as was oftten the cas che crew used blankets as makeshif and even
board screens when
hard to propel t© boat and any help from the elements vas welcomed,
large boab
tteau.
and travel slow, there were often several

the same type of boat In one place boa igl 2 called a keel,

batteau in another, and a barge somewh
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all the adventurous crews which poled, rowed, or

floated down the muddy river waterways, the keel boatmen formed a class

unique in American historye. lNost of them were of ! 1

French extractiong meny

with an Indian strain. The traders who employed them considered the Frenche

Canadisns less desirable for this kind of work than the Creoles, or those with

Indian blood. The Cre ' let itable, less likely to grumble at hard

poor fare, anc kely ideas of their own. Cre

they were all a happy-go~lucky crowd; their lives alternating between

=

periods of hard labor and complete idlemess, Aboard, they toliled for long hours

e cordelle, Their food was salt pork, corn,

but on long trips wandering frontierse

with the boats and keep the crew supplied

o

These hunters, mesters of powder
eraft; they were experts in their line and could earn their living
3 . ¢ >

rifle, which the Creoles couldn!t shoot with much successe
s

11

The keel-boat floated down stream, sometimes a

.ded by a saill
used with a following wind, The sai , averaging only about 100

. be were small as compared to the size of the boats. But in upstream work

eer muscle power was all the rivermen had to aid in combating the current,

was then the thev -bent their 1

backse Deep water called for oars; but

journey could be made over shallow water, setting
poles were the usu i1 nents of propulsion,
Fifteen inch walks ran along the gunwales on either side of the
central roofed compartment, or cargo box; and the boatmen, poles against thel
shoulders and firmly bedded in the bottom, would double themselves forward

0

end tremp from bow to stern on these footways, laboriously pushing the craft ahead.
£y Y 3 D & -
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Arrival The followins is an extract from the St.Paul Press of June 30,1366

o ——

of The t tv hr vs an immense amount of furs and

Red River buffalc ag } been received by Pembi t and also by rail
3 v ’

Bay region.

saw yesterday at th

robes, makir L pile high as a housé, They are being

»es in each bundle, malking
nearly 10,000 robes in ¢ worth from $10 to $12 each. These are but a portion of
those on their way down, which are estimated at 15,000 or 20,0004
'In addition - he buffalo robes, there have been about 100 bund
and other furs rece at Stl.P this season, fully up to the amount

previous years, and maintaining the rank of St.

o

the worlde
"About 150 Red arts were yesterday loaded

misecellaneous, and Fudson Bay Co's stores,preparatory to making

1.1 1 4

to their hunting grounds on The shores Wimnipeg, the Saskatchewan
Rivers. Business nsequently, was un v lively amongz the wholesale dealers
mml aetal e adc +- e +1 far 1 X\ -
unmistakable sidents ol The Iarx ~thwest,

if they belonged

During warm weather, when a m stat the atmosphere prevails
ers and s Lake Pepin present a
ppearance, The break of day is often announced
by a golden sky in the eas fringing the horizon, gradually giving
silver timt as the rising sun mal i \ppearance, Then beauty of the
anced by a contrast of colors, the silvery tint being given to

4

mirror of vast proportions, reflecting the sun so as ©o
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eye in its direet rays, while the yellow bluffs and the green foliage
cive a grandeur and beauty to the scene as witnes from the deck
of an ascending or descending steem he only perceptible motion of the air
being caused by the speed of the steamer, while the lungs draw in this healthy and
life-restoring influence, rendering the spirits buoyant and hopeful,
in gossamer mist, or fog, s tim s on portions of the

interest to the scene, which when dispelled by

the noon~day sum, an extended anc vely is p unoﬁhualed splendor,

Running nt stream above Dubuque presents

romentic and picturesque character,
the steamey, during the summer or autum months,
nothing can exceed the pa 0 w of its banks, reflected in
water below, If t ‘ 1 be added the aurora borealis
bscurred by clouds, you

that can be imagined =

The dark somber apj ] f the forest being enlivened by the silvery color of &

]

water, e m and all the prominent stars in
nessed for hours, when, if the clouds are

that effectually obscures the banks and

o

! ] 1

above; then the bell is sounded, and the impatient steamer is run for the nearest

1 .

shore bow foremost, and made fast to a tree until such time as the fog disgj
vhich is usually after the sun rises ensuing

m £

The sun effect during +th v, if clear, is equally magnificent when

e

passing the castellated bluffs which line both shores for many miles abdve LaCrosse,

oy o

-

below refle ng 3 plendor all the colors and inequalities of the
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After Capt.Davidson was converted he abolished all bars and

gaming devices from the steamboats which he controlled. He also dbdd a great

3

deal of personal work to reform the employees on the river from intemperance

end immorality. He personally aided and assisted many men whom he had once

employed, or in whom he had become interested while working on the river steam—
boats.

He led a very busy life, worked hard, and attended to all the
details of his business up to a few days before his death. He took very little
time for pleasure or the ordinary amusements which engross most men situated as
he was financially.,

Real estate and business property well locate din the heart of
St.Paul comprised the bulk of his estate at the time of his death. Real estate
purchased at a low price as early as 1864 and 1865 had greatly enhanced in value
so that it represented a2 handsome fortune which was left to his heirs.

People of the community greatly missed Mr.Davidson as he was
identified with so many business enterprises of St.Paul. He had inaugurated and
pushed to success many undertakings during his lifetime.

iness men of St.Louis, where he resided for a time,
and citizens of other Mississippi Valley towns, will long remember him as a
pleasant business acquaintance. An active, energetic,man of business, he was ever
ready to do his share in bringing to a successful issue enterprises with which
he’ became connected.
Like many of his associates who have passed on to the "undiscovered

country from whose bourne no traveler returns," he is lying quietly at rest in

Oakland Cemetery in the city of St.Paul.
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Problem Wood burning vessels on long voyages were obliged to make frequent
of stops to take on fuel; and for this purpose fueling stations were set
Fueling up along the river courses. These stations were nothing more than
clearings near the river to which settlers could bring wood for stoage
and for sale. The wood used on the boats was mostly oak, and was cut in the
desired length of four feet. It was placed in convenient piles on the levee so
as to be quickly measured by the boat's clerk or some other of the crew assigned
to that job.

There was seldom any dock or wharf at the point where fueling was
necessary, and the steamer was merely run ashore. Deck hands were supposed to
caryy the wood aboard, but as haste was essential, passengers often helped in the
job; for which they redeived a discount on their fare.

Accidents frequently occurred at fueling stations owing to the
extra weight of the wood which grounded the boat so she could not back off.
Sometimes the boat would break her wheél in trying to creep out to deep water.

It was customary to keep 1 up during fueling, so as to have an extra
power to get away; but, unfortunately, in the prevailing excitement the engineer
sometimes neglected to keep his boilers full of water and they would blow up.

Then the winters were severe and little employment was to be found
elsewhere, many of the poorer settlers chopped wood and hauled it to the levee
to sell to the boats the following spring at the opening of navigation.

If no wood was available when the supply on board became scanty,
the crew would be obliged to go ashore and cut the needed fuel. This made steam-—
boat trips slow and laborious.

Often Indians became troublesome and chased the men from the banks
while they were chopping, causing them to leave their axes and make a quick retreat

to the boat before any wood had been carried aboard. Indians could often be
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vacified by the boatmen giving them food. They could not be trusted, however,
and the whites had always to be on the lookout for some trecherous work on their

part

ok ok ok sk ok ok o 8 6 o 3 3K O o 3 oK K 0

The The Navigator," a book written by Zadok Cramer, and published by

%

River am and Spear, Pittsburgh,Pa.l824, has some very interesting thing
Primeval 0 say about the, then little known, upper Mississippi River.

The muddy river water was thought to contain rare medicinal gualit-

especially beneficial in cases of blood or skin ailments. Numerous obstructions ,

or impediments 2s they were called, dangerous to navigation, are fully discussed
and defined; also warnings to pilots and advise how to avoid these impediments.

One hundred znd fourteen years ago when "The Navigator" was written,
the common belief seems to have been ths he Mississippi River took its rise
i White Bear Lake, latitude 48 16' N., longitude 23 17' W. The latter figures
are obviously in error and most likely should read 93 17' W.longitude. An histor-
ical atlas of the state of Minnesota published by A.T.Andreas in 1874 does not

show a White Bear Lake in the above mentioned locality.

show the condition of the river in the early days, with its

hazards to navigators, we quote from the "Navigator". -

"This noble 2nd celebrated stream, theis Nile of North America,
commands the wonder of the old world, while it attracts the admiration of the new.

"The Mississippi is said to take its rise in the White Bear Lake
lat. 48 16" N., long.23 17' W. 3But the natives of the country say that it loses
ite name at the Falls of St.Anthony, lat.4b N. and above them it assumes the name
of Blue River, which is navigeble 300 miles, meking a distance of about 2,580 mi.

11

from the mouth of the Mississippi, taking its meanderings.
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"From the warmth 2nd muddiness of the water, it is rendered a

disagreeable drink to navigators. By filling some jars with it overnight, it

becomes cool and clear, and is rendered more palatable. The waters of the Misge

1

having performed cures for

igsippl are said to contain medicinal qualities,

most cutaneous diseases, operating on some as a powerful cathartic, and as a
purifier of the blood. It is upon the whole, after filtration, and being kept
cool in large jars, sunk in the ground or shaded, the most agreeable water I
ever drank, and I am led to believe the most wholesome. I have frequently drove
off a slight stomach fever after eating, occasining a headache and a quickened
pulse, by drinking two, three or four tumblers of this delightful water. And I
have known those distressed, with the sudden attack of a violent intermittent f
fever, whose pulse was very quick, and s dry and hot, to get relief in a few
minutes after drinking freely of this water, two or three tumblers full throwing
the person into a fine and free perspiration.

"The following impediments form the most imminent dangers attend—
ng the navigation of the Mississippi. These are:

"1l - The instabliity of the banks.

2 = Currents, called bayous, rushing out of the river in a state
of its high waters.

3.~ Planters, sawvers, and wooden islands.

"We shall endeavor to instruct the dnexperienced navigator how to
avoid them.

"The instability of the banks proceed from their being composed
of a loose, sandy soil, and the impetuosity of the current against their prominens$
parts (poidts), which by undermining them unceasingly, causes them to tumble into
the river, taking with them everything that might be above. And if, when the
event happens, boats should be moored there, they must be necessarily buried in

the common ruiny which has unfortunately been the case. For which reason navigators
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have made it an invariable rule never to lend ‘at or near a point, but always in
the cove below it, which is generally lined with small willows of the weeping
kind, whence some call them, though improperly,"willow points", and which
generally being clear of logs and planters, the landing is easily effected by
running directly into them, the resistance of the willows destroying a2 part of

the boat's velocity, and the rest is overcome without much exertion, by holding
fast to the limbs that surround you. In those places the river zenerally deposits
the surplus of soil with which it is charged from the continual cavings of the
points, end so form new land on one side by destroying some on the other.

"My avoid planters and sawyers (which will be defined later)
requires nothéng more than attention, for they always occasion a small breaker
when they are, as if your boat seems to be hurried towards them, pull from them
quickly, else if you are dilatory you must abide the consequence."

Planters are large bodies of trees firmly fixed by their roots
in the bottom of the river, in a perpendicular manner, and appearing no more

foot above the surface of the water in its middling state. So firmly

3

are they rooted, that the largest boat running against them will not move themj
but they frequently injure the boat.

Sawyers are likewise bodies of trees fixed less perpendicularly
in the river but somewhat smaller. Sawyers yield to the pressure of the water
current, disappearing and appearing by turns above the water, similar to the
motion of a saw-mill saw, from which they have taken their name. They sometimes
point upstream as well as down.

Wooden islands are places where, by some cause or other, large
quantities of driftwood has through time been arrested, and matted together in

different parts of the river.
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Wooden islands are more dangerous than real ones. The former

being an obstacle lately thrown in the way of the current, and the bed of the

river not habking had sufficient time to form that bar or gradual ascent from
~ ]

the bottom of the river to the igland, which divides the current at the same

distance from the point of the island above water. The current will hurry you
against them unless you use timely exertion. From all this it must be evident
how imprudently it is attempting to go after night, even when assisted by a
clear moon.

The islands of the Mississippi are numerous, and many of them
large, and from their being generally situated in the bends of the river, they
become more difficult and dangerous to pass.

Snags are flood washed logs and trees from the river bank pre-
cipitated into the stream. They are troublesome to the navigator and very
dahgerous.

The snags which cause the destruction of so many boats, are formed
of large trees which are thrown into the channel by the crumbling of the banks,
or the forse of the current. The base of the stem covered with a mass of roots,
rendered heavier by the earth which adheres to them, sink ne bottom; the top
of the tree floats and is thrown in the directiod of the current; the roots
become imbedded and firmly fixed; the smaller branches decay and drop off, and

he larger limbs remain pointing down the stream. en these sunken trees are
concealed beneathiihe surface of ti vat they are very dangerous to navigation.
The boats rush upon them with the momentum produced by a powerful steam engine,

y strike seldom escape having their hull perforated and the boat sunk.

The government has taken steps to rid the river of these impediments
and the results of the experiments have been entirely satisfactory. The snag-boat,

constructed un he di ion of the govermment, has been successful in removing

and with great facility.
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2-boat used by the government is of simple coanstruction,
vet has such power that the largest tree, however firmly fixed, is removed in a
few minutes. In the early days of steamboating on the Upper Mi 31ipr tiver
2 number of these ingenious vessels were employed for several years with such

-

success that thoussnds of snags were removed. As a result the most dangerous
places were rendered perfectly safe, and the whole navization made completely
free from formidable evil.

In the season of 1833 chances of danger greatly diminished on

the Mississippi, as 960 snags were ken ur 12t year. The boat crews were

employed within the same year, when the wa wes too high to permit their work—

ing on the river bed, in felling the overhanging trees which stood on the banks
n danger of being undermined. Ten 1 sand trees were removed which
would ultimately have been precipitated in the current.

The records show that during the five year period from 1822 to 1827

the loss of property on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers by snags alone, including
flat boats and their cargoes, amounted to $1,362,500. The losses 1827
to 1832 were reduced to $381,000 in consequence of the beneficial work of the
government snag-boats; and those losses were sti further reduced in the years
immediately following, by the diligent prosecution of the same service.

The causge of discontinuance of this valuable service is unknown,
but we know that the consequences have been most disastrous. TFor several years
past the appropriation for snag-boats has been so small as to render that service

all the western

commerce,




The absolute necessity for every steamboat on the Missippi River
1ts character and reputation against other boats,
ays so vital that the racing propensities of river
steamers became almost proverbial.

A captain would rather wreck his beat on a snag or overtax his
boilers to the bursting point, than allow a rival to out-distance him. In such
an encounter, the pilot was his right-hand man.

From a vast number of speed contests on the river, we will attempt
to deseribe briefly the race between the Adelia and the Gray Eagle in June 1857,
s typical of these

Both ssels we t this time lying at the St.Paul wharf, ready
to proceed down the river. The Adelia was commanded by Capt.Gillett and piloted
by Mr.Nichols, while Capt.Smith Harris was the master of the 8ray Tagle.

"How soon are you going out,George?" Capt.Harris called over to
the piloy of the Adelia, and was answered:!

"Right away captain.

The Adelia in iate swung of and turned down stream with the

her. Hastings, about thirty n 3 dg the river was the
first port on the route, and, upon arrival h wag already 400 yds.
ahead’ of her rival.
man with a horse and buggy at the landing the boats head
stream,preparatory to stopping, and Capt.Gillett called out:
"If you want to come aboard,stranger, be quick about it."
Bagle'! answered the man.

course and slipping out into the stream, just ahead

latter boat meid attention t .
oat peid no attention to the demandssof the man on the river bank, but

throwing ashore the : bound for the place, and without stopping, she
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hurried after the Adelia, from the deck of which boat we will continue to view
the race.

short stop was mad few passengers to get
sboard, but the Adelia managed to swing out

follower appeared in sight. Reed's Landing was the next p and here the

Adelis had a half-mile start, while at Winona she was a mile and a half ahead.

But after leaving this port her supply of wood became very scaree, and a stop

must soon be made to replenish this indispensable factor to her progress.

So at a place of supply, ten miles below Winona, the Adelia
rounded to the shore, threw her rope around a convenient tree, and sent all the
available crew out to carry on board the wood piled a2long the river bank. When
about five cords hed been secured the Gray Hagle appeared from behind a turn in
the river, close up to them. And now came the tug of war. The men threw down
their filled or half-filled loads wherever they happened to be, and while a
few ran to untie the rope, the remainder hurried aboard to get everything in
readiness for an immediate start. But the line with which the boat had been
tied bec=me entangled, so that it would take = few minutes to unfasten it,
seeing which the pilot called out:

"Yever mind the line, boys, but get aboard."

And thereupon sent his boat into the stream, breaking the rope
and losing about sixty feet of it; but he managed to get a few yards ahead of
the Gray Bagle, and what more could be wished. Everyman whose services were
not elsewhere needed, crowded upon the deck with the passengers, in the ex-
hultation of their boat's success and the lively interest of the company found

vent in the jesting remarks and triumphant expressions which were freely

bestowed upon the gradually losing boat.
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The chagrin of Capt.Harris and his company at meeting with this
disappointment, after being offered so grand an opportunity to beat their com—
petitor, somewhat cooled their ardor end lessened their enthusiasm; but the

Gray Eagle still continued the chase, and, though to gain it was out of the

oquestion, she sought to lose as small a distance as possible.

rt twenty minutes run to LaCrosse the Gray Eagle reached
the landing j 2s the Adelia had completed her business there and was leaving,
and when the pilot,Mr.Nichols, landed his boat safely at her final destination ,
Dubuque, the Gray Eagle was a zle Point, three miles above.

Thus ended the eagerly contested race of 400 miles. Both vessels
had maintained a break-neck speed and curtailed their landings to the briefest
time allowable. For when a steamboat captain gets the racing fever there are
very few exigencies in his world of sufficient significance to pacify it.
Capntain Harris admitted that he would rather have bribed the pilot of the Adelia
theee or four hundred dollars than to have been beaten so completely, and the

"

following season he hired Mr.Nichols to hold the wheel on board the Gray Eagle.
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Rafts of lumber were made as follows: The boards were 16 ft.

long and one inch thick. They were arranged side by side, one layer

Lumber one way and the next eriss-crossed on this until twenty-four courses

had made an even -edced pile 32 ft. long and 16 ft. wide. This pile
wag called o "erib" and was the unit of the raft. The crib was framed in with
8 in.which contained holes through which stakes or "grub pins"
were thrust to keep the frame together. The pins nrojected above the cribs.
The crib was built on a movable platform that, when tilted,
would allow the crib to slide down into the wate To make a raft it was only
necessary to fasten the cribs together with pieces of plank boreed with holes
crub nins. The plank was fastened fore and aft and also crosswise.
A crib for the Chivpewa River usually consisted of 24 cribs, and for the
Mississippi from 120 to 160 cribs.
Rafts for running the St.Croix River were made of ten cribs

th and three in width. Each ¢ & of ibs had at each end =2 great

To navieate rafts through lakes,such as Leke St.Croix, ws a
sroblem that required considerable skill on the part of the raftsmen. The
lakes had very little current, if any at all, =nd sails were often used& to
nelp the progress of the raft. The wind was useful if it blew downstream,

o

but it seemed to have a habit of blowing in the opposite direction whenever
a raft came along.
Oars were tried: salso poling. Nei r of these methods,however,

were successful. If the water was shallow, which was seldom the case in the

lakew, poling could be used to advantage.
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Finally a process was ‘hit upon whereby an anchor was carried,

>

in a small boat or skiff with a line about one-half mile long, out shead of

a place where river or lake bottom could be reached. The anchor
was dropped and then all hands pulled on the line until the raft was drawn up
to the anchor. Then the skiff would be launched again and the process repeated.
Sometimes the anchor would stick fast in the mud and all hands were put to
work getting it up. It was impossible to release the anchor at times and the
only hope was to have a steamer come along and bresk the line.

Until the middle sixties =21l rafts were floated down by the

current and kept in the channel and clear of sand bars, islands, bridge piers
and other dangers by a crew of strong, lusty men who used large oars, or

i

sweeps on the bow and stern. There was an oar vplaced at each end of every
string of cribs, so that a raft of ten strings had s bow crew of the ten best
men, and the other ten pulled ord the stern. The pilot had charge of these
men while on duty and also hired them and

The mess cabin,where the cooking was done, was a wood shanty

the raft. Little imorovised houses were provided for the men to

On long trips, such as from Stillwater or Redd's Landing to

St.Louis they would fix up comfortable bunks of lumber . There was a good

floor to commence on and lumber was always plentiful.

On log rafts the men usually depended on flimsy tents which
were provided by the pilot. The conveniences of life were meager, but the
work was healthful as the long span of life of a riverman proved. Work in the
open air gave them good sppetites and excellent digestion. They had plenty

of good, wholesome food and strong coffee. The coffee was drgnk without milk

or cream, and no ice was used by the crew even in the hottest weather.
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Rafts.
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Rafts.
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was from theee and one-hslf to four miles
an hour. Some days the rafts traveled a distance of forty miles. Bridge
piers were never built fa nough apart and an ordinary raft could not sgueeze
through them in one piece. This required "splitting" the raft and resulted
in meny disasters which proved dangerous and exnensive. Difficulties of
managing so great a mass of sluggish weight developed a class of men of
ordinary skill, and often of character as unusual.

5
\

N

(19} ) i

A popular raftsman by the name of Stephen Beck dansAéeviseda

a better and safer way to moor or check s raft. He built a large
th projecting arms to pass a line around. The
ashore only the end of the line and managed the checking
They took a turn around the cleat and then around the
arms, 1 when the line went taut slackened it and eased it until
headway ras stopped, without b aking anything. This device was
installed on all rafts. It saved no end of trouble,and perhaps
some lives.

The labor of getting rafts through the perilous Lake Pepin was
sreat and the longer one stayed in the lake the greater the chances of disaster
there. Hanks 0 devised a remedy for this. The raftsmen built platforms over
the cracks where the cribs joined. Horses were taken on board, and when they
had sent the anchor shead in the skiff, the horses tailed to the line and
walked the whole length of the raft, pulling it along at a fair rate of speed.
This method, however, was attended with a new difficulty. In cold weather the
line, wet with icy water, was extremely hard to handle. Hanks devised a
simple thing - a board with a notech cut deeply into it by which the line could

be picked up and dragged in without the men touching it.
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river and lakes froze over, the

rafts were tied up in some slough,or wherever they happened to be at the time,

to wait for the spring opening. When navigation resumed, the rafts proceeded

on their journey.

The winter of 1843 had been unusually severe, with a heavy snow
fall and ice on the rivers and lakes over three feet thick. It was a late
spring and the middle of May had arrived before enough ice went out to make
log driving possible. Logs were finally started down one of the small rivers
in the St.Croix district, when orders were given to "hold everything". A flood
had come to the St.Croix river towards which thousands of logs were heading.

The order came too late, for the dri had started in earnest.
The flood proved to be one of the worst ever experienced in that region. The
logs were caught in it and swept along like straws! The destination of most

of these logs was a mill above what is now Stillwater. The mill and all the

were
area around was flooded. An attempt was made to catch some of the logs as
they went shooting past, but to no avail! The whole vast drive of three
million feet of logs went by and tossed helter skelter down the riverl Some
own upon the banks and stuck there, a-few were caught, and some went
that belonged to another
The problem now was - what to do with this valuable lot of
timber? To attempt to get it back up the river to the mill was out of the
question. To let it lie and rot would certainly not meet with the approval
of the owners. In this dilemma someone suggested sending it down the river
to St.Louis to be sawed there. Such a thing had hever been done before, but

no good reason appeared why it should not be, if the scattered logs could be

fastened together something like a2 raft.
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The reliable Stephen B.Hanks was put on the job to see what
could be done to save the day. Using his skill and experience, he put to-
gether the first log raft that floated down the Upper Mississippi. He first

collected the wandering logs into strings, then he fastemed them together

with birch bows and burr-osk staples. Next he put the strings of logs into-

a raft. Bitter experience had taught him how easily a raft, even a lumber
raft, could go to smash if not proverly put together. He used the greatest
precaution, and backed by many years of vahusble experience on the river,
succeeded. Part of his vlan was to make his log raft as stiff and as sub-
stantial as possible. In order to stabilize the whole mass he ran long lines
to gide,and then from corner to corner. He hauled all these

lines taut with a windlass making the raft secure.

debris of the drive six rafts were salvaged, each

six strings wide and about six hundred feet long. Hanks
learn that he was to pilot one of these rafts.

Lake Pepin arose to mar his happy thoughts! Horses could not
be used on a log raft, and to haul these‘huqe masses through with anchor and
line would be next to the impossible. Hanks negotiated with a steamboat and
for a stipulated price, she pulled all the rafts through the lake. This was
the first instance on the Mississippi of raft-towing by a steamboat.

He forgot to enter the name of the steamer engaged for this
memorable event, an unusual oversight for him, but remarked afterwards that
he thought it was the "Otter". In this he seemed to have been wrong, for
historically t! first steamboat to haul a raft throueh Lake St.Croix was

ged relic called the "War Eagle, the first of many of that name. The

poiht is important, for the event had momentous consequences.
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lescription of the method of "splitting" rafts into
two parts to pass t ge piers follows:

At a2 number of points in the river, such as rapids and at
railroad bridges, the channel was too narrow or two dangerous to allow the
whole raft to go through. It must be remembered that these rafts were some=-
times one hundred feet wide and several hundred feet long. They were hard to
maneuver around a corner, or to keep off rocks and sandbars. At such places
one half of the raft was taken through at a time, and then joined again below
the difficult stretch. All the pilot's skill and all the crew's strength was
needed in such an emergency. Often,in spite of the combined efforts of both

crew and pilot, a sudden storm or high water would bring disaster and the

raft would split up; the logs scattering along the shore or on an island, or

floating along down the river. It toS;dnys of hard work to bring them together

again after an accident of this kind happened.

The raft finally reached its destination and was broken up.
The pilot and crew then returned up river on a steamboat. On the trip back
they were able to obtain a much needed rest after many weary days of labor.
Largest It is said the largest raft brought down the river during the
Rafts fifty years from 1865, when rivermen first began using steamboats

for towing rafts, until the steamer "Ottumwa Belle" ran the last

raft in 1915, was taken from Stillwater on Lakeée St.Croix to St.Louis by
Captain Winans with the steamer "SaturaM.

The raft was sixteen strings wide and forty-four cribs long,
rafted twenty-six courses deep. It was 270 ft.wide and 1,450 ft.long, and
with the top load contained approximately nine million feet of lumber. Most

.

of the lmmber was consigned to a firm in Lyons,Iowa, and nearly every crib
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of this consignment carried from 3,000 to 8,000 ft of stock boards, piled

on top as deck loading. It is safe to say, therefore, that this raft contained
more than nine million feet of lumber. It would have required about 900
freight cars to transport a like amount of lumber. The raft occupied more
than six acres of space, and must have made something like two hundred cross=
ings during the trip; without mentioning bars, tow-heads and bridges that it
mist nexotiﬁﬁte.

Commodore Winans, who performed this remarkable feat in river
history, kept a record of 975 million feet of lumber that he transported in
the form of rafts. His record does not date back to the exact beginning of
his career as pilot, so it is safe to say that one man steered down the
Mississippi river more than a billion feet of lumber.

'he "Saturn" was & good, strong boat; with engine 16 in. by

ft., and Capt'n.Winans had a good bow-boat on the head. This trip was made

The largest log raft was brought from Lynxville to Rock Island

in 1896 by Captain 0.E.McGinley with the steamer "F.C.A.Dankmann'", and using
the "H.C.Brockman" as her bow boat. The raft was 270 ft.wide and 1,550 ft.
long, containing about two and one-gquarter (B%)ﬂillion feet.

Some double-decked log rafts were brought from Stillwater in
the 90's. The double-deckers did fairly well in good river when they placed
only small logs on top,crosswise; but when they were careless and put large
logs on top, loaded unevenly, these rafts soon encountered trouble in shallow

water. Doubled deckers were never very popular with the river pilots who had

%o steer them or the crews who had to work on them.
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The profitable industry of lumbering and rafting on the Miss-
issippi river lasted for a period of approximately seventy years. The crest
came about 1892, and then the whole thing began to dry up and blow away faster
than it had come. The lumbermen, and the community at large, awoke to the fact
that the suvply of white pine that Providence had so wisely bestowed upon us
was not inehaustible but almost extinguished. One by one the saw mills were
abandoned snd men thrown out of work. The rafts grew fewer and fewer, and
were made up of smaller logs, showing that the largest and most valuable
timber whe a thing of the past. The rafting steamers were sold into the lower
river or the Ohio trade or were broken up for other purposes. Sidewalks were
made from the wood used in the decks and sides of the steamers.

The last scene of all in this panorama of history was not
without a touch of sentiment. The final raft on the Mississippi started on
its journey August 1915. It was of lumber, as the firs%t had been; of lumber
sathered from remnants left at mills that had passed into history. It was
towed by the steamer "Ottumwa' Belle! last of her kind. As they neared

v,I11., the captain remembered that there was living in that town a man
tﬁ;t hed a peculiar and uneagualed interest in this so called funeral pro-
cession,- o men that had played = hotable part in the raft history of the

and borne great honors in its navigation.

3 &

vawl ashore and invited this man to come and ride

on the final raft of the Mississippi. The man came. He stood in the vilot
the "Ottumwa Belle" and held the wheel. He glanced out at the scenes
been so familiar to him in dayd gone by. With his pilot's eye he
noticed where the channel had changed; and foretold with the pilot's -sixth

sense where it would make other chances in the future. He rode as far as
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Davenport and saw the bridee swing for the last time on a raft boat. He landed

and had a reception given in his honor from old rivermen and citizens. After

it was all over he was escorted back to Albany.

He had had the distinction of riding on the first lumber rafis
that descended the Mississipr and he had piloted the first log raft. He had
seen the beginning, the culmination, snd the end; the whole thing had passed
in one man's lifetime. He died on Oct.7,1917, two days before he would have
been ninety-six years old. His name was Stephen B.Hanks,

In the early days of raftinz on the Mississippi 300 feet was
considered a raft of good bulk. Below are some of the records of later days
comparison:

The "F.C.A.Denckmann", a ra boat in the Weyerhaeuser and

brought from West Newton to Rock Island 2 raft 1,625 ft.
in command. The bow of his
about one-third of a mile mway from the pilot house. The handling of
such a large body of logs around the bends and over the crossings of the river
in daylight and in dark, is,= triwmh in river navigation.

A few statistics at this time should not be amiss:

The first lumber run from St.Croix lake was from the little
town of Marine Mills in 1839. The first logs from Stillwater to St.Louis
were run by Stephen B.Hanks in 1843. The last - a lumber raft in August 1915
to FPt.Madison,la.by the"Ottumwa Belle", W.L.Hunter,pilot.

The Mississippi Logging Company began operations on the

Chippewa River, and took over the work begun by the Beef

1871. This company increased the output steadily, reaching its maximum about
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1892, when over 600,000,000 feet passed through its boom in a season.
In 1889-90 the works were moved to West Newton, from which
three to six hund million feet were turned out annually, until 1909,

when the exhwnstion# of the timber caused a finel shut down.

The first lumber rafted down the Chippewa River was in1831,

a small beginning the industry developed repidly.

The following large commanies ebgaged in sawing pine lumber
and sending it down the Mississippi and Chippews rivers:

.
mi

The Badger State Lumber Co.
The Eau Claire

The Daniel Shaw

The Lafayette

The Northwestern

The Union

The Valley

The Dells

The Sherman

Also Ingram,Kennedy =nd Co; the @reat Knspp,Stout Co. which
cut two billion feet of lulber in six years, ‘and fte Chippewa Lumber and Boom
Compeny which cut 325,000 feet a day, with 75,000 lath on the side.

There was plenty of work bringing this large amount of lumber
down to Read's Landing, where small rafts were made up into large
rafts for down river.

Captain John E.Smith invented the bow at. This was usually

boat attached to the front of the raft and used to help in keeping
course. It moved from right to left from a signal given by the

]

raft boat, and aided greatly in getting the raft around bends in the river

and ﬂﬁégeﬁ the bridge piers.

Logeing out of the Wisconsin River ended about 1876; Black

River 1897; ppnews River 1905; St.Croix 1914; and the St.Paul Boom 1916.
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age
hig father obtained employment with the Minnesota Packet
Company. Thus young Merrick became interested in steamboat matters.

For about a year George Merrick worked in the office of the
Northwestern Democrat, a paper published by D.M.Lugk and William J.Whipple.
Tiring of the hum-drum office work and always longing for the river and every-
thing pertaining thereto, he shipped as a cabin boy with Sam S.Fifield on the
steamer "Kate Cassell" in the spring of 1856,

The following season young Merrick went on the "Fanny Harrig"
as "cub" engineer; and later took a position of second clerk under C.G.Hargus
of Dubuque,lowa., He enjoyed his work and was well liked by the captains,pilots
and other river men,

Hig life's ambition was realized when he was given a position
of pilot on the St.Croix river; and from 1859 to 1862 he was either vpilot or
clerk on the Mississippi steamers - "H.S.Allen" "Kate Cassell" "Enterprise"
and "Fanny Harris",

When winter came and there was no work on the river, Merrick
would seek employment at various printing offices. His earlier experiences in
this line of work helped him considerable when spplying for a job., He was
generally successful in obtaining employment until navigation opened up again
in the spring.

The Civil War came, and,on Aug.6,1862, George Merrick enlisted

in Company "A", 30th Wisconsin Infantry, serving for three years.
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George Byron Merrick.

I T I RS U T S S S S W

Merrick married Marietta Brooks 0ct.9,1866 at Norwich,Conn.
After two years in the War Department at Washington he found employment as
a steamship agent in New York. He held the agency position until 1876 when
he took editorial work at River Falls,Wisc. He also acted as railroad agent
at the same point.

In 1885 George Merrick came to Madison,Wis. where for five
years he was employed as proof-reader in the adjutant-general's office and
later in the Madison "Democrat" office, and since 1897 as accountant for the
University of Wisconsin. In 1895-96 he was adjutant-general of the G.A.R.
for Wisconsin.

He aided in compiling the Roster of Wisconsin Volunteers

(Madison 1886), and is the author of a "Roster and Itinerary of the 30th

Wisconsin Infantry". (Madison 1896). He also wrote a "Genealogy of the
Merrick Family", (Madison 1902), and "01d Times on the Upper Mississippi,"

(Cleveland 1909).
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Mississippi River Project.

Jo Reynolds and the Diamond Jo Line.,

Joseph Reynolds was born in Fallsburg,N.Y., June 11,1819, of
Quaker parentage. He was the youngest of six children. After finishing a
common school education at the age of 17 years, he entered business for hime
self. He was engaged in buying cattle, sheep, and hogs, which he butchered,
peddling the meat from a wagon throughout the neighborhood towns and among
the farmers along the routes

This business involved much hard work and long drives in the

summer heat and dust, without corresponding returns. His books often showed

more losses than profits; eand at the close of one season he had just $3.00

net profit for his summer's hard work. Being a very methodical man he kept
accurate accounts of all his business transactions, thus enabling him to
determine whether he was making or losing by his efforts,

In the winter Reynolds taught country school at ten dollars
s month and his board. As was the custom in thoge days, he "boarded saround"
among the families of his pupile, a week in a place.

Not content with the meager financial returns from either
teaching or peddling meat, Reynolds opened a generazl store, in partnership
with his brother Isasac, in Rockland,N.Y. Little is known of this business
venture. A few years later he married Mary E.Morton of Rockland. Her father
furnished the capital with which young Reynolds bought a custom flour and
feed mill; and which under his careful management proved a paying investment.

The mill burned and another was built. The new mill was

considered the best in all that region, drawing business from long distances

and proving a great financial success.
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Jo Reynolds and the Diamond Jo Line.

Mr.Reynolds always believed the slogan - "Angthing that is
worth doing at all is worth doing well." Later he formed a pertnership with
en old sshool mate, and bought a tannery situated near the mill. They re=
modeled it and commenced the manufacture of oak-tanned sole leather.

This business also proved very profitable, and after a few
years Reynolds received such a good offer that he gold all hfs interesgts in
Rockland and came West. He located in Chicago about 1856, where he egstabe
lished a tannery on West Water Street. He traveled extensively throughout
Wisconsin and Minnesota, buying hides and furs for the Chicago tannery.

Phil Armour was the financial giant of the West at that time,
and the following incident concerning the meeting of Armour and Reynolds is
related by John Peery, a lawyer and writer in the Dubuque Telegraph-Herald
in 19113

"It may not be true, but it is related that Joseph Reynolds
and the late Fhil Armour, after coming West engaged in the same business of
buying haides and furs zlong the river towns. That was before hig steamboat
days. As the story goes it mppears that both had at the same time an over—
etock of hides for the market, and they agreed to play the then popular game
of cards,"California Jack", the winner to buy out the loser, and Reynolds won.
The market soon afterwards rallied and-he made good money on the deal."

There has always been more or less speculation as to the origin

of the title "Diamond Jo" as applied to Reynolds from the time he came on the

river in 1860. The popular conclusion heing that-it-wes derived from the fact
that he wore,in later years, a very valuable diamond in his shirt -front.

This story was so reasonable that it was generally accepted as correct.




Steamboats and Cargoes. G.V.Jehu. (28)

Jo Reynolds and the Diamond Jo Line.

However, this was an error. Reynolds had other uses for hig money at that time
and did not adorn himself with costly gems.
Captain Feed A.Bill, the well-kmown builder ond master, who

resided at Read's Landing,Minn. in the 60's; and who for many years was con=

nected with the Diamond Jo Line, snd/jwell acquainted with Reynolds, has un-

doubtedly given the correct answer to the question.

In a letter to the Burlington Saturday Evening Post, June 1912,
he seys: "In shipping the hides and furs purchased on his trips through the
Northwest it was his (Reynold's) custom to mark the packages "J.Reynolds,
Chicago,Ill." It seems that there was another J.Reynolds in the same business
in Chicago, and their shipments frequently became mixed. Mr Reynolds then
concelved the idea of establishing a sort of trade-mark, and his next consign=-
ment was marked with his nickname,"Jo" with marks around it shaped like a
diamond, and ever after he was known as Diamond "Jo" - and you will note that
there ig no period after the "Jo" when correctly written.!

In 1860 Reynolds disposed of his interests in Chicagoband
engaged in the grain trade exclusively, with headquarters at Prairie du Chien.
Trensg shipment was made at this point from steamboat to the Milwaukee and
Mississippli Railroad. The Minnesota Packet Co. had practically complete
contrel of the steamboat business on the upper river between Galena and
St.Paul. Some of its stockholders were interested also in the railway company,
and were also engaged in buying grain. Their connection with both steamboat

and railroad enabled them to obtain favors not accorded to others who were

Gonsidered "outgidersg", of whom Reynolds was one,
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Grain owned by Reynolds would be refusged by the boat line
_while that of his rivals would be taken. He s uffered losses by the elements
at the point of shipment, and pecuniary losses through failure to deliver his
grain upon a favorable market.

To avoid at least in part some of the annoyances and delays
to which he was subjected by the Packet Co., and to provide adequate transport-
ation for his rapidly growing business, Reynolds,in the spring of 1862, built
the steambcat "Lansing", a stern wheel boat of 123 tons. Under Capt.J.B.Wilcox
this boat was operated between Lansing and Prairie du Chien.

Fearing that this small venture might lead to a competition

detrimental to its businessg, the Packet Company prevailed upon Reynolds to

sell them theJLansing:aﬁa promising in return to care for hig business in a

satisfactory manner.

Before the season ended,however, he found that the company had
no intention of living up to the promise made him, and his business was suf=
fering greatly from neglect and discriminétion.

Reynolds was not dismayed, however, and in the winter of 1862«
1863 he built at Woodman,Wis. a stern-wheel boat off242 tons which he named
"Diamond Jo". He also built and placed in commission two barges for bulk grain,
the "Conger" and the "Fleming".

In 1864 the old Minnesota Packet Company was re-orgenized and
became known as the "Northwestern Packet Co." The new company was anxious to
protect its monopoly of the Prairie du Chien business, and by promises and
guarantees induced Reynolds to sell the "Diamond Jo" along with the barges,

and for the second time retire from the transportation business.
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The new company, unlike the old Minnesota Packet Co.,honorably
fulfilled the termg of the agreement and for three years satisfactorily cared
for all Reynold's business.

Trouble again presented itself for Mr.Reynolds when on May 1,
1866, the White Collar Line - W.F.Davidson's LalCrosse and St.Paul Packet Co.=

end the Northwestern lLine were consolidated under the name "Northwestern

Union Packet Co." with William F.Davidson of St.Paul, president.

Through this consolidation, W.F.Davidson.became the ruling factor
on the river between Dubuque and St.Paul. Grain buyers, interested in the
new company, through their conneetions with the line, controlled the situation
at the railroad terminzls of LaCrosse and Prairie du Chien. This embarrassed
Reynolds to such an extent that he was obliged to secure other river trans—
pértation and railroad connections or go out of business. The latter course
he did not congider for one moment.,

In 1867 he purchased the twin-screw propellér "John A.CGault"
and several barges, and for the third time engaged in steamboating on his own
account. The "Gault" a small boat, was used that season to tow barges to
Prairie du Chien.

SO0 vy

Negotiations with the Chicago and Northwestern Railwa&\b&lﬂwﬁd
Reynolds to use the railroads terminus at Fulton,Ill., and in 1868 he first
began to operate a steamboat line, which he called the Chicago,Fulton and
River Line. TFour boats were employed - the "John C.Gamlt," the "Ida Fulton,"
the "Diamond Jo," which he bought back from the Minnesota Packet Co., and a

chartered boat, the "Lady Pike."
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The "Bannock City" was chartered in 1871 to take care of the
rapidly increesing business, andrﬁ}ovide transportation for the freight from
the railrcad, which the firm was bound to take care of. The title of the line
was changed to that of "Diamond Jo Line Steamers" with general offices at
Fulton. Freight and passenger service was inaugurated between Fulton and St.Paul.
The business prospered so rapidly and to such an emtent that
it was found necessary to increase the efficiency of the fleet. The "John C.Gaul#t
was sold, and two larger and better boats, the "Arkansas" and the "Tidal Wave!
were purchased at New Orleans. In 1873 the "Imperial', and a number of additionsal
barges were bought from John Robson of Winona. These new purchases augumented
the fleet, as well as adding to its importance as a transportation system.
An arrengement was made with Capt.Edward Campbell of Durand,Wis.
to handle the transfer freight at Read's Landing for the Chippewa River treade,
The arrangement made between Mr.Reynolds and the C.& N.W.Ry.had
proved a very satisfactory one for both parties, although competing lines

operating boats on the Chippewa protested strongly. The railroad received all

his grain and he handled all the merchandise the road could secure from points

on the run. Practically all the grain belonging to Mr.Reynoldsiamountgﬁg to

many millions of bushels a year, passed throuzh the elevator at Fulton built
by the C.& N.W.Ry.

The year 1874 witnessed a number of important changes in the
Diamond Jo Line Co. The general offices were moved from Fulton to Dubuque.
One reason for this was that Reynolds lived at McGregor,la.,near Dubuque;
another reason was on account of the shipyard at Eagle Point, three miles
above the city, which the company established. There were also greater ade

Vantages afforded by the larger city from a business point of view,
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The shipyard proved a great success. Not only were new boats
built here as needed by the line, and all repairs made; but many of the finest
wood-hulled raft boats were also built.

The twenty years between 1875 and 1895 witnessed the greatest
activity in the lumber business ever known on the Mississippi or any other
river, or in any country or age. It gave employment to hundreds of steamboats
used in towing the logs and lumber to market, and to thousands of men who
constituted their crews.

The repairs constantly required by these boats, and the new
craft necessary to take the place of worn-out or disabled boats, kept the
gshipyard continually working. At times a force as high as eighty skilled
mechanics was employed building and repairing boats. In addition to the boat
builders, a crew of expert divers with all the necessary equipment, such as
barges, pumps, rigging for raising sunken vessels, and other machinery, was
likewise maintained. The men and apparatus was ready at all times to proceed
on eghort notice to the relief of any boat in trouble, anywhere between St.Louis
and St.Paul. Capt.Killeen, General Superintendent of the shipyards, was an

expert in this particular linhe of work.

Regardless of the removal of the general offices to Dubuque,

the run remained from Fulton to St.Paul, with the four boats handling the
the regular business under an eight day schedule. This was not very fast time
but 2g8 each  boat towed from two to four barges loaded with package freight

up and grain and flour down, it was a very good service.
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In 1878 the "Libbie Conger" was launched from the Eagle Point
shipyard, the first boat to be built for the company at its new plant. The
"Diamond Jo" was dismantled the same year, and her machinery placed in a new
boat, the "Josephine", built in the company's shipyard at Dubuque. Two of
the older boats, the "Arkansas" and the "Tidal Wave" were sold to the Peyton
S.Davidson Co., and taken to the Missouri River for service.
During 1879 the services of the line were extended to St.Louis.
The following comment appeared in a current newspaper at that time under the
caption "Diamond Jo Line Steamers." =
"This popular line of steamers will be extended to St.louis
this season (1879). The steamers "Jogephine" and "Libby Conger" will run
between St.louls and Fulton, making eight-day trips and connecting there with

the steamers "Ida Fulton" and "Josie" for St.Paul. The "Imperial" will run

between Rock Island and St.Paul, thus giving the upper end of the river three

boats in eight dayse.

In 1880 the great Keokuk Northern Line Packet Company, with a
capitalization of $750,000, and of which Commodore Wm.F.Davidson was president,
was thrown into bankruptey by internal dissensions.

In the spring of 188l Capt.Daevidson formed a new company with
a capital stock of $100,000. He bought some of the best boats of the defunct
organization, and with eight boats attempted to cover the river above St.lLouis,
running a daily lihe to Keokuk, and a semi-weekly line to St.Paul. He algo had

a brother who entered the St.louig-St.Paul trade with a fleet of six boats.
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Under these conditions the Diamond Jo Line began t0 pay more
attention to passenger business. In the meantime the C.& N.W.Ry. had extended
its lines éﬁfﬁ;;#lﬁf the upper river ports, and the arrangement with the
Diamond Jo. Line was at least partially cancelled. A similar agreement was ene
tered into with the Illinois Central Reilroad, whereby the grain business of
Reynolds was to pass through its elevator at East Dubuque, formerly Dunleith,
and in a short time Fulton became a port of call.

The partial collapse of the Davidson Line from St.Louis present-
ed a very tempting opening, of which the Diamond Jo people were not slow to
avail themselves. The grain trade was beginning to be diverted more and more
to the railroads that were tapping the source of supply, not only on the river
itself, but the country lying back of the river.

In pursuance of this changing policy, more attention was directed
to passenger business. The company built a fine, large stern-wheel passenger
boat, the "Mary Morton", named for Reynold's wife, end the run was extended to
St.Louis,

The "Sidney", emother large stern-wheeler, was brought from
the Ohio River and placed on the St.Louis run. Two of the older and smaller
freight boats, the "Josie" and the "Libby Conger! were sold.

In 1881 still another big stern=wheeler, the "pittsburg" was
bought down on the Ohio and added to the St.Louis line. These boats were

operated in active competition with the Davidson lines.
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From 1881 to 1886 the line consisted of four boats - the
"Jogephine", "Mary Morton," "Sidney," and "Pittgburg". The "Josephine! was
more of a freight and towboat than a passenger packet. In 1883 the line had
been incorporated as the Diamond Jo Line of Steamers with a capital of$300,000.

Two of its trusted employees,E.M.Dickey and Capt.John Killeen,
became stockholders. Mr.Reynolds was elected peesident; E.M.Dickey, sec'y. and
treags., also general freight and passenger agent; and Capt.Killeen was appoint-
ed superintendent of construction. Capt.Killeen held his position until 1891,
when after the death of Reynolds, he was elected vice president and appointed
general sup't.

Owing to the rapid increase of business the board of directors
was increased from three to five in 1884. The two new members were Capt.F.A.Bill
and Isaac P.Lusk.

The buginess of the line was gradually changing. As the grain
trade dropped off, the passenger and package freight business increased. Another
change which took place about this time was in the crews, or roustabouts, as
they were commonly called. White men were rapidly being replaced by negroes,
mogtly from the southern states and lower river ports. The white men sought
other fields where there were better wages and less/g( privation.

In place of sullen and despondent white men, unwillingly driven

to their tasks by the urgency of the of ficefrs over them_J/Ege negroes toting

sacks and boxes of freight, happy and singing songs at the same time, became
a sort of comedy greatly enjoyed by the traveling public.

Bars were prohibited on all Diamond Jo Line steamers, and
liguor-drinking by either passengers or crew was not allowed. Reynolds, himgelf,

did not drink, end being a Quaker he refrained from the use of profanity.
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Reynolds had one son,Blake, born at MeGregor,la. in 1860.
After he had finished his education he joined his father in various enterprises.
In the late 70's father and son turned their attentions to gold mining in

Arizona and Colorado. This proved an unsuccessful adventure and considerable

mohey was lost. Reynolds was a good loser,however, and accepted his loss as a

good joke on his apparent astuteness in making a bargain.

The first mine they purchased proved worthless. It had been
"salted" by the owners in order to create a sale. To "galt" a mine means to
make it seem more valuable than it really is, by introducing rich ore obtained
elsewhere; a trick first resorted to by gold-diggers with the design of
obtaining a high price for their claims.

Reynolds and son at once cast about for a new venture, and soon
after bought the Congress Mine in the same locality. To the verbal criticism
of his many friends, who considered it poor business to buy another mine in
the same locality, he replied: "Well,when you lose anything don't you look
for it where you lost it?" The Congress was a very rich mine, and fully juste
ified Reynolds in his decision. On the whole his mining ventures were very
profitable. The death of his son,Blake, in 1885, caused a curtailment in
thig line of investment.

While on his way to Hot Springs,Ark. to take the cure at the
resort there, an experience happened to Reynolds which later proved most
profitable indeed. Along with several fellow passengers he was traveling in

a rickety, old stage coach from Malvern, a town some twenty odd miles away.
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When the conveyance broke down, causing considerable inconvenience to the
passengers, Joe Reynolds was quite upset about the whole thing and told the
stoge man in no uncertain terms that he would build a railroad connecting
Malvern with the springs. Of course they all thought it was just a bluff
uttered in the excitement of the moment.

He called into conference a few engineers, put up his steam-
boat end mining stock as collateral to finance the project, and within a
few months had a narrow-gauge railroad in operation between Malvern and
Hot Springs, a distance of about twenty-two milese.

Later as business increased and the springs became the most
popular health resort on the Continent, he bonded the road and with the
proceeds changed the line to standard-geuge. He installed much heavier steel,
and its side tracks at the top of the mountain, from that time to this, have
constantly been filled with palace cars and private coaches from all parts
of the country, switched onto this, one of the best paying twenty miles of
reilroad in the United States.

These are a few of the many interests that engaged Reynolds
attention, aside from the steamboat line bearing his name. For more than
twenty years after his death his name was perpetuated in the line which he
founded, and up until the final dissolution of the company and the sale of
its boats and other assets.

Mr,Georgze B.Merrick describes the passing of Reynolds as

follows:
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#Joseph Reynolds died at Congress,Arizona, Feb.21l, 1891,

leaving an unsigned will. All of hig large estate reverted to his widow,
who scrupulously carried out her husband's wishes as expressed in the
memorandum made in the Arizona wilderness.

"Po each of the seven or eight men named she gave $50,000,
and in addition a large amount was set aside for the establishment of a
training school for young men at Chicago.

"The death of Joseph Reynolds was not only tragie but it was
also highly dramatic. He was in a desert place, sixty miles from the nearest
railroad when the final summong came. The malady was pneumonia, and he knew
that he had not the constitution to withstand a serious attack, so far from
a physician and medicine.

"A messenger was dispatched post-haste to Prescott to telegraph
for a physician and a lawyer - the latter to draw his will., Storms and wash-
outs delayed them several days. Reynolds had been dead thirty hours when they
finally reached Prescott. The disease made rapid inroads upon his strength.
His breathing became difficult, and hisg voice failed. He realized that his
end was near. He lay in a rude shack at the mouth of the Congrees Mine, from
which he had taken nearyy a million dollars of his wealth. With him were
his mine superintendent, Pierce, and half a dozen other employees of the mine.

"His whole mind was centered upon the disposition of a part
of his great wealth which he wighed to go to some of his trusted employees,
and to an educational trust which he had long had in mind - a training school
for young men of limited means. The balance would go to his wife as the

only heir in any event.
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#The fear that his strength would not hold out while these
wishes had been put in form was greater than any fear of death, which seemed
not greatly to concern him. He started to dictate his wishes to Pierce, end
named him as one of the beneficiaries.

"Pierce at first refused to assume so equivocal a2 part; but
Reynolds insisted, and a will was drawn as the dying man desired. He siezed
a pen to sign it, but he was too weak. The name was but a scrawl. Then
summoning all his remaining strength, and almost with his last breath, he
called upon those who were in the hut to witness that the unsigned paper
was his last will and testement, and fell back into the arms of his friend =
dead. His body lies in Mount Hope Cemetery, Chicago, besides his wife and
gon. Hig labors are ended."

Captain Fred A.Bill has this to say of Diamond Jo:

"In many ways Mr.Reynolds was peculiar. He was very quiet and
had little use for'"society”! minded his own business and expected others to
do likewige. He told very little of himself, and practically nothing of his
early life, which was generslly supposed to have been one of gret hardships.

"He beceme rich and famous; made money rapidly, and when it
was made it was easy to trace that it came from reasoning from cause to effect,
and not from what is commonly called luck.

"While nearly always in debt it was his boast that he could
generslly pay his debts, if forced, within twenty-four hours. His word was

his bond, znd he had the unlimited confidence of those who knew him, and was

alweys able to get credit that would enable him to embark in any enterprise

he desired."
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Mrg Reynolds died in August 1895, leaving the whole of “her
egtete, amounting to several millions, to her brother, Jay Morton of Rockland,
N.Y. Morton came to Chicago and assumed control of the property.

The history of the Diamond Jo Line may be briefly stated so far
as the following years of its service are concerned.

Jay Morton continued as president, John Killeen, general manager,
and Isasac P.lusk as genersl freight and passenger agent.

Four boats were in service every season until 1911, when the

property of the line was sold to the Streckfus Steamboat Co. The boats thus

transferred were the side-wheel gteamers "St.Pzul" and "Quiney", and the stern-

wheel steamers "Sidney" and YDubuque", all as fine boats as ever operated on
the river above St.louis.

In the trensfer to the Streckfus Line were included these fomx
items: the wharf boat at St.Louis, the shipyard at Dubuque, and all the
warehouses and other property along the river between St.Louis end St.Paul.
The name alone was excepted. This title was retained; and whenever in the
future historians shsll mention the Diamond Jo Line the name will recall the
man whose genius built it up from the day of small beginnings in 1862, when
the little "Lansing" was built, through all the years that witnessed so many
changes in upper-river steamboat ownership; until at the end of half a century,
it remained the only organized steamboat line between St.Louis and St.Paul.

Its title and its history constitute the greatest monument that

cen be erected to the memory of its founder,- "Diamond Jo" Reynolds.
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Samuel Rinnah Van Sant was born in Rock Island, I1l.,May 11,1844,
His father was employed as an expert shipwright in the boat yards at Rock Island
and the river environment had an important affect on young Samuel,

His parents were of New York Dutch stock which accounts perhaps
in part for his great determination in overcoming the many obstacles which beset
him in later life.

The house in which Samuel Van Sant was born overlooked the
Mississippi river, then beginning to swarm with traffic, He grew up with a
passionate attachment for the river that remained with him through life. The
first dollar he earned he srent for a skiff on that river. His thoughts and

2

plans turned instinctively to the éiver where he met his first adventure; and,

incidentally if-he-had-net—beenpossessed-of thisspell inits utmost power

it would have been enough to turn him from the river forever/*

At the age of nine he was just o0ld enough to help around the
house and the boat-yard, and one afternocon his father sent him to the sawmill
for an ax. As it was pouring down with rain he took an umbrella, Just at
that time the steamer "Denmark" was passing upstream and her "swells" loosened
a skiff that had been pulled up on shore, and sent it floating down-stream,
According to the common law of the times whoever found and rescued a floating
skiff could claim salvage or take possession,

Sam stood the umbrella against a tree near by, leaped into his
own skiff and put out after the direlict. In a short time he captured the

X

X fne rising wind swept him

ranaway, took it iy tow, and started for homg5

backward and made it difficult for him to proceed in the right direction. He
soon realized that he must abandon his prize if he %as to win against wind and

B

current. He freed the boat and was rowing his best, but still seemed to be
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getting farther and farther ewsy from the starting point,

Darkness was coming on, Through the dusk he saw an island on
which he faintly traced something that looked like a house. He reached shore,
beached his skiff, and pushed through the thick underbrush to where the house
stood., No one was about, and the\geuﬁe seemed unoccupied.

By this time night had fallen and he could not tell in which
direction was home., The house evidently was 2 WOOd—ChOpperg shanty. He went
in and found a bedstead on which lay a mattress but no bedding. He fastened
the door as well as he could and lay down on the mattress to sleep for he was
very tiréd from rowing his boat, He found an ax in the shack which he kept
close-by in case of emergency,

The night was cold 2nd the damp river air made him shudder;

or perhaps the 1onesoﬁbess of the situation made him just a little frightened.

When tlhe cold became unbearable he weuld put the mattress over him and lie

in the cold. All night he listened in terror to the howling of wolves and

the hooting of owls., Daylight seemed ages in coming, but finally light enough
entered the shack so that he could make out different objects about him,

He looked over the things that had been left in the shanty and
discovered an old Bible, So he read a chapter and said a prayer,and aiways
averred afterward that he felt much better, The wind had died down at sunrise
and it was a beautiful, clear morning, As he sallied forth onto the beach he
could see which way his home lay. With a large clam shell he bailed out his
skiff, got in, found he could make headway now against the current, and rowed
home, He arrived just as his father was about to have the river dragged for
his body. On discovering the umbrella standing against the tree his parents
gave up all hope. The neighbors had come to condone with his mother and offer

sympathy,
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Samuel attended the local school, and,like the other boys of the
neighborhood, was greatly interested in the river, and anything connected with it,
He spent much of his spare time at the boat yard picking up scraps of river lore
and listening to tales told by the different tradesmen who took part in the
meking of a steamboat., It seemed to him that a steamboat was the grandest thing
in 211 the world, and to build and steer one the only legitimate object 6f human
life.

When he was about thirteen years of age the captain of the packet
"James Lyon", a friend of his father's, invited the promising youth to make a
trip to St.Paul as the guest of the boat. Samuel was nearly overcome with joy
and pride. Eefurg the "Lyon" had whistled for the bridge, he had been all over
thé craft and become acquainted with the officers,

Next day the second mate was taken ill =2nd the watchman took his
place. Young Samuel immediately applied for the watchmanship and received the
appointment. His duties included the cleaning, filling, and hoisting of the
red and green chimney lights, By comparison all other duties on that steamboat
he deemed unimportant to navigation,

Sometime after his return from this memorable voyage, the "Joe
Gales," the Burlington ferry-boat which had been repaired at his father's ship-
yard, was ready to return home but had no fireman. Sam volunteered to do the‘
firing and took along a boy chum to help him. They reached Burlington 3ié£é§£
without mishap, and the ﬁoney they received for this work they spent for a ride
on the "Grey Eagle" back to Rock Island, It was a privilege of great distinction

to have so much as touched the mooring line of that glorious vision.
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The next season he secured his first regular employment on his
beloved river. His job consisted of fourth or "slush cook" on the old packet
"Lamartine." His duties were to peel potatoes, scale fish, chop wood, and wash
dishes., All thet summer he worked hard at these menial tasks.

Slush cooking on the Lamartine was not much off an occupation for

one who had high ambitions and aspired to command, It did not last long for young

Van Sant and he was soon offered engagements of a more dignified character.
But just as the prospect for learning the river was brightest, the Civil War
broke out, His schooling was also interrupted at this time,

The day followghé President Lincoln's eall for 75,000 men was-
published, Samuel Van Sant, aged sixteen yeers, stood in line at the place of
enlistment, He was rejected en-agééﬁnt of his youth but tried again and was
told that if he could furnish a written consent from his father he would be
accepted;' Father, at first, refused to give his consent, but finally allowed
him to go with a friend who was forming the ninth Illiinois Cavalry. Sam served
through the mar and took part in many hot engagements, He was a good soldier
on the battle field, and sent most of his pay home.

After the close of the war, young Van Sant obtained a business
education in the East and a partisl collegiate course at Knox College in
Galesburg,Ill, After completing his freshman year at college he returned to
Iowa and went in the boat-building business with his father at LeClaire. At
these yards the Van Sants built the first power raft boat for towing logs and
lumber down the Mississippi river. They named it the "J.W.Van Sant" in honor
of the elder member of the firm. This was a great inovation in Mississippi river

history; as, prior to the tow boats, logs and lumber had been floated down stream

with no pushing and controlling power attached,
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Father and son built other boats of similar construction and
became actively engaged in rafting and lumbering on the Mississippi.

Despite the loss of two of his boats, the burning of his home
and other misfortunes, S,R,Van Sant surmounted 21l his difficulties., While
gtill in his thirties he moved his business to Winona,Minn,

In later years "Captain" Van Sant was known ag_all the upper
river ports as one of the largest steamboat figures of all time.. The business
founded in a small way,and on borrowed capital, was now prosperous and bringing
in large returns to the owners. J.W.Van Sant and Son added to their fleet until
they had twenty rafters at work, and had reached easily the first place in the
industry.

His friends were soon pushing him into polities. Although a
staunch Republican he drew many independent voters, especially in local polities,
He progressed from local city offices into the Legislature in 1893-95.

During his first term in the Legislature he was chairman of the

mich ®
State Normal School Committee and acompolished,in the development of the entire
normal school system, In the session of‘1895 he was elected speaker of the
House, receiving every Republicen, Democratic, and Populist vote for the office,
Admiring friends pointed out thet he was the logical candidate for governor,

Captain Van Sant was not only popular among the lumbermen and
businegs men of the state, but had become very prominent among the Grand Army
men and the younger generation of soldiers

While a member of the Legislature he had been elected commander
of the Minnesota Department of the G.A.R., and his active influence resulted in

bringing the National Encampment to Hinnesota in 1896, That same year he made
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his appearance as candidate for governor of the state, Governor Clough who
received the nomination ofi the first ballot was his opponent. Friends of
Van Sant cast 158 votes for him,

After the results of the nomination were known and announced,
the Captain made a good natured little speech in ﬁhich he said: "I feel it an
honor to have been mentioned for governor in this convention, but I beg to
assure you I was not running for governor, I was only walking."

In 1898 when he was defeated by William H.Eustis his humerous
acceptance of the situation, and his ungualified support of the successful
candidate, both in the convention and in the campaign which followed, earned
him thousands of friends who came to his support in 1900,

His election for governor over such a strong and popular man
as John Lind even marked him for future preferment along gubernstorial lines.
He won the election by 2,254 votes.

Opponents of Van Sant had referred to him as the "intelligent
raftsman." He had shown that at least he was intelligent enough to upset all
their calculations.

When he stood up to be inaugurated, instead of placing his right
hand upon the Bible, .as was customary, he placed it upon the shoulder of his
father, John Wesley Van Sant, who had come up from LeClaire to witness the
ceremony. The 0ld firm had carried on to the end,

He established and practiced the policy of economy in state
government., Among the practical measures of development urged by the governor

were the building of good roads and the conservation of the forests of the state.

Van Sant was re-elected in 1902 by a large majority over all

other candidates. His opponent was Leonard Rosing,
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Sudden success and power had made J.J.Hill, the "Railroad King",
over confident and a little arrogant. From obscurity and near-penury he had
been lifted without ihvestment ox—exertdion into great wealth and the control
of some of the most important railroad properties of the United States. He
had lately added to his rsilroad possessions the Northern Pacific Railroad, and
now started to consolidate it with his own original railroad, the Great Northern,
An opposition arose that visibly astonished a2nd annoyed him,
The Great Northern and the Northern Pacific were parallel and competing lines:
and the laws of the Btate of Minnesota and the constitutions of six states
affected absolutely forbade their consolidation.

Hill announced the consolidation,law or no law, in Nov.1901,

and was preceeding merrily with his plans, when he encountered & stupefying

report that the governor of the State of Minnesota, one of the Hill provinces,
was strongly against the project and would take steps to prevent it,

This seemed unusual to the governor's friends, and many of them
doubted the truthfulness of it. They were not allowed to remain long in hopeful
uncertainty.

One night in Winona the governor wrote = statement that settled
the matter. It was a clear-cut statement to the effect that the merger, being
against the law, would be carried out in Minnesota over his political dead body -
or words to that effect. He then summond a reporter from the "Winona Republican"
and gave him a2 message,

Scores of friends came to save his political life by trying to
persuade him to change his decision, "But its against the law," said Van Sant,

as he brought out the statute.
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He was told that he was acking against his own interests. It lay
in Mr.Hill's power to re-elect him, and, besides there were greater honors than
being governor of Minnesota - political honors,

"But it's against the law," repeated the governor,

The party machine now started out to end the career of this un-
practical person., They could not prevent his re-nomination, but they knew full
well how to deal with him when election day should arrive.

Janvary 7,1902, the governor directed the attorney-general of the
State to bring action against the merger and sat by to see the approa€h of his
own ruin,

When it was time for the campaign, Mr.Hill made no secret of his
wrath., He even took the stump himself against the renegade. For instance, he
arranged a large meeting at Crookston, a railroad town, and to be sure of an
audience ran excursion trains from all directions, About twelve thousand
persons assembled to hear him describe the perils that awaited Minnesota if
this evil man should be re-elected governor,

"He is the enemy of law and order," said Mr.Hill., "He is the
enemy of progress. He is the enemy of prosperity and stability. He is the enemy

of business. He is the enemy of the nation. He is the enemy of every railroad

man, He is your enemy. Not in fifty years will Minnesota recoﬁver.from the

blow if he should again be its governor.,"

The crowd,led by Mr,Hill's railroesd employees, cheered long and
lustily. It wes plain that he had made a deep impression.

When Governor Van Sant came along a few days afterwards ;:ddesired

a chance to refute Mr.Hill, he was not allowed to hold a meeting in Crookston,

nor in the county in which Crookston lay.
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It was & herd and discouraging fight for Van Sant, His friends
turned against him, the press was unkind, the political organization was generally
hostile, The logging and lumbering interests fought him with all the resources
at their command. Men with who5he had had close business relationships for years
and whom he regerdesd as warm friends would have nothing to do with him,

One night he was to speak in an important towm in the logging
region. A prominent committeeman stole quietly to his room in the hotel and
explained that he could not attend the meeting nor give him any support, 4 few
dispirited and apathetic people comprised the waiting sudience.

On election day he returned to Winona, where all the experts
knew he was defeated, The next morning they awoke to the fact that he had carried

the State by nearly sixty thousand. In the logging towns where he could not

draw an audience, he ran two thousand votes ahead of his record in the previous

election, At Crookston where he was not allowed to speak, he carried the county
by seventeen hundred; two years before he had lost it by eighteen hundred,

The people cheered Mr,Hill and voted for Mr,Van Sant,

The fame of his success and his defiance of corporate wealth
went about the country and awoke surprised attention with loud applause.
Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States, took up the cry of financial
autocracy. He ordered his attorney-general,Philander Knox, to begin in the{
federal courts a suit against the merger similar to that Gov.Van Sant was
urging in the state courts,

National attention was centered upon the Minnesota governor, and

in 1904 he was widely mentioned as the fit candidate for Vice-President.

Roosevelt and Van Sant, it was felt, would be a great ticket to win with,
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Samiel R.Van Sant.

At the Republican National Convention, because Minnesota was
considered safely Republican and Indiana was doubtful, Charles W.Fairbanks
was named for vice-president.

The suit in the federal courts against the Hill merger was pressed
to a momentous conclusion. The Supreme Court upheld the position that from the
first Gov.Van Sant had affirmed and the merger was off, The case made. history
and passed into everlasting precedent,

At the close of Van Sant'!s second term he might easily have had
a2 third., But he held in reverence his 0ld Revolutionary traditions, and particul-
arly the example of Washington. Besides the old firm had been dissolved by death,
the river traffic had come to its decline, he had accumulated‘in it a modest
fortune, and he determined to pass the remainder of his life in quiet and leisure
except for work in behalf of the Civil War veterans, of whose national organ-
ization he had been the head.

His retirement was coincident with the close of the great epoch
in which he had been such a commanding figure. There had come an end to rafts
and rafting,

When Samuel R.Van Sant was eighty-four years of gge,ipe drove a

pioneer wagon in a pageant through the streets of Minneapolis,; and—in Washingtom—

A r';'

| ) - i ™ ? N )
was consulting with the Presidentqand vigorously engineering veteranfs pension

bills through congress,
1)

e died Get— 193¢
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Steamboat Women,

While the greater part of the steamboat period belonged to the
age when "woman's place was in the home", nevertheless there were a few who
made names for themselves on the river.

One was Mrs Ida Moore Lachmund, the proprietress of a log-towing
business, operating chiefly in the 1890's, Her husband was engaged in the lumber
business and later became interested in rafting. Beginning by making trips on
the river with him, Mrs Lachmund progressed to part ownership of a steamboat,

In a short time she owned an interest in several boats,

In February 1890 she was listed in the "Democrat" as vart owner
of three raft boats, and in 1897 she owned one tow boat, the "Robert Dodds",

She often chartered other bosts and it has been sald that she towed all the
lumber for ome Clinton lumber firm, It was also claimed that she made her own
contracts with the lumber mills, hired her own crews, purchased her own supplies,
and directed necessary repairs.

Women pilots were very rare, but at least on one occasion a woman,
licensed as a pilot, handled a boat on the Upper Mississippi, Capt.Jerome Short
tells of it in his memoirs. Toward the end of his river career, when he was pilot
on the "East St.Louis", an excursion boat running between LaSalle,Ill,, and
St.Louis, his brother pilot brought a woman into the pilot house whom he intro-
duced as Mrs Mary Hulett, a licensed pilot. Capt.Short relinquished the wheel to

her and he says,she "handled the boat for some time through some close places as

S

well as any one could," [ - ‘ =

In Burlington there still lived another woman who spent many years
on the river. She is Miss Mary Kinnear, whose father was a well known river man,
long Sup't, of the White Collar Line before its sale to Diamond Jo, and later a

steamboat agent at Burlington. After his death his daughter for two years
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Steamboat Women,
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continued the agency for Cspt.Blair's Carnival City Line. Apparently she was

the only woman to serve in that capacity on the upper river,

Later she acted as cashier for the Streckfus Line excursion

boats, which ran on the lower river as well as above St.Louis,
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Louis Robert

Louis Robert was born - in the old French village of Carondelet, Mo.,

M f. AT

now a part of St.Louis, Jan.21,1811. He was a descendent of French settlers thot—
had come to St.Louis when that city was nothing more than a trading post in the
French territory of Louisana.

Inclined to a life of diversion and adventure, he came up the
Mississippi to Prairié du Chien in 1838, and made severasl trips on the Wisconsin

and Fox Rivers, accompanying parties sent out by the government. He returned to

St.Louis the next year where he married. He left St.Louis once mors for Prairie du

Chien with a stock of merchandise and opened a trading post at the latter place that
was fairly successful. |

In 1843 Louis Robert came to St.Paul with another stock of goods,and,
with Charles Bazille, purchasesd the former claim of Pierre Parrant at the foot of
what is now Jackson Street. They opened a trading establishment and the next year
Robert moved his family to St.Paul.

At first Robert lived with another Frenchman in a small log cabin,
but on the arrival of his family he built a house, the first frame dwelling to be
erected in St.Paul. It was built ﬁx;i lumber from the St.Croix where at this time
the first sawmill was just begimming to operate.

Mr.Robert later owned a large part of the townsite and in 1847 was
one of its original proprietors. He took a prominent part in the Stillwater Convention
in 1848, and helped to secure the location of the Territorisl Capitol at St.Paul.
It has been said that as long as the city of St.Pavl shzll stand, the name of
Capt.Louis Robert will be preserved. He was chief among its founders, and is considered
a true and enterprising citizen,- a man of good sense, and excellent business Judgement.

In 1849 he was elected County Commissioner for Ramsey County, Minn.
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Louis Robert
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Louis Robert was engaged in the steamboat bubiness on the Miss.
and on the Minnesota Rivers. He operated the "Greek Slave" and the "Time and Tide"
» besides others boats, for several years. He traded much among the Indians and
knew their dialects and ways, lived in peace with them, and believed that they
looked upon him as a father.

An interesting, but almost tragic event, happened to Mr.Robert in
the summer of 1862. He was on a trading trip to the Indian Agency at Redwood,
not far from New Ulm,Minn. when,after/ transacting his business, he started home

in his buggy drawn by two horses. That night, in accordance with the plans long—
X{.“ L \J ’

metured by Chief Little Crow, rose and attacked the white settlers, steging the

historic massacre of New Ulm. About eleven hundred white people are said to have
perished that night and among those were all the settlers at the Redwood agency.

The Indians had no grievence in particular against Capt.Robert,
but they wanted to get him because they regarded him as a leader of the whites.
When they failed to find Robert among the dead, the chief offered alluring awards
for his scalp and sent out scouting parties in all directions for him. They knew
well that he had been at Redwood the day before and could not be far off.

The next morning Robert reached a place called Traverse des Sioux,
which was located about fifteen miles from the present city of Mankato, when he
was overtaken by a rumor of the Indien outbreak. He believed he had & great
influence with the Sioux so turned back with the notion that he could protect
the people at Redwood, never dreaming that they were all dead.

Fort Ridgely, a government outpost, lay on his route, and as he
approached that point he discovered Indian signs that put him on his guard. He
left his carriage and made his way on foot to the fort, where he learned the truth .

The fort had been surrounded by Indians and the situation was perilous for the

garrison had only a few men avilable for prot -
o : ec 10n.
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Louis Robert

Robert offered $1,000 to anyone who would attempt to get through
the besieging line to St.Peters and bring help. As no one accepted his offer he
made the attempt himself.
or & long time he scouted around the fort to find an opening through
which to pass. He immediately found himself in a position of great danger, for many
Indians were busy patrolling the spot where he was crewling. To protect himself, he

discarded his hat and wove a head-covering of swamp-grass. Then he got upon his

back into a swamp where he lay with his body almost entirely submerced in the mud.
P ’ : 3 g

Only his nose was above wesmsbowe the surface and it was well protected from view
by the woven swamp-grass. He was in that position when a band of several hundred
Indians passed him so close that he could have all bmt touched them.

were gone he emerged from the swamp, looked about, and mes convinced

was no way to get through, g€ he started to crawl slowly back to the fort.

As he approached the fort, his queer head-gear and his muddy clothing
looked so wild and strange that the garrison took him for an Indian and raised
their rifles to shoot him. He was saved only by a man who begged the rest to hold
their fire because it might possibly be a white man instead of 2 savages.

He got safely into the fort and took an active part in its defense.
Troops later arrived and relieved the fort. The Indians captured the buggy and
horses belonging to Robert. They took delight in tying the silver mountings of the
harness around their necks for ornaments. This was an experience that Capt.Robert
never forgot as it was the nearest he had ever been to capture by the Red Men.

As > ambe man Louis Robert met with considerable success. In
1853 he bought the "Greek Slave" for $20,000 and operated it between St.louis and

St.Paul. Trips were also made to Stillwater on the St.Croix River.
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Louis Robert

A troublesome experience happened in the autumn of 1853 when Capt.
Robert was about to make his last trip of the season before tying his boat up at
St.Paul for the winter.

He had a large cargo of freight and a full passenger list, when, as
the time arrived to start, the boat's crew went on a strike. They did not strike for
higher wages but for other reasons. Most of the men lived in Galena,Ill., and they
did not want to be stranded in St.Paul for the winter. They demdnded a guarantee that
they should be transported home. Everybody struck except the engineer, the pilots,
the mate, one chamber-maid and one cabin-boy.

Capt.Robert attempted to get the boat under way with a short crew,
but there was no steward and the problem of feeding the passengers was a difficult
one,to-eepeWi¥h., At this junction the chamber-maid came to the rescue. She said to
the cabin-boy:

"Here,you = run up town and tell my beau Mike to come down here and
be steward of thgis boat, or I will make trouble for him."

Mike came as directed and the Greek Slave put into the stream. It was
not yet out of its troubles, however, for the captain was suddenly stricken ill and was
unable to move from his bed. More trouble came when the boat ran onto a sand-bar five
miles below Winona. Ordianarily a steamboat on a sand-bar, if it did not go too far,
could get itself off by the use of spars on each side. Lines and the capstan were
used to pull the boat aff up and off.

The small, inneficient crew could not work the spars and the boat

refused to budge. The captain was sick, the winter wes close at hand, the thermometer

P ‘»"
festly falling,Tend over two hundred passengers viewed with horror the prospect of

remaining where they were until frozen in.
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Louis Robert.

Luckily there was on board a landsman of prestige and ready wit,
Mr.A.Ls.Larpenteur, a pioneer, and the first grocer in St.Paul. He immediately
sized up the situation, went directl.to the captain, whom he Xnew very well, and
proposed hothing less than to take fﬁll charge of the boat. Capt.Robert knew
the ability of his man and consented. Mr.Larpenteur came from the cabin dressed
in the captain's overcoat and cap, announced that he was in charge of the "Greek
Slave", and issued his instructions in a voiee of authority. He knew enough about
boats to know how the spars should be worked.

The"Greek Slave" happened to be the first steamboat on the Mississippi
River that carried a steam capstan. Mr.Larpenteur also knew something about this
useful instrument. With the aid of the eapstan, the spars, and with the starboard
wheel backing, he worked the boat off the bar and proceeded. The next morning the
pilots steered it and he captained it safely into Stillwater.

Other boats owned and operated by Capt.Robert were the Globe and

he
the "Jeanette Robert", named for his favorite daughter, He At one timefowned five

steamers on the Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers. He dispoéed of his fleet at an
oportune time and realized handsomely from his river operations.

Although Louis Robert lost a large amount of goods which were stolen
by the Indians in 1862, he received the value of the greater portion of this merchané
dise through action of the government. He and his brother performed valuable services
under the command of General Sibley. After peace was declared with the Indians, he
continued stores at Redwood, Madelia and elsewhere. These enterprises were large and
mostly successful from a financial standpoint.

Capt.Robert was a remarkable character. Physically he was strong and

athketic, well proportioned and muscular in build. His manners were somewhet bluff

and hearty - 1
but always frank and open., He enjoyed good company and various forms of

sports and recreation. Fishi
fishing and hunting were his favorite pastimes, but he never
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Louis Robert.

allowed these to interfere with business. He was a born leader and always had a
large following. He later became an able politician. Whatever he did was done
earnestly,vigorously and effectually.

Capt.Robert was well known throughout the 8tate of Minnesota as well

as by the people in his immediate locality. He was a typical pioneer, brave, ener-

getic, enterprising, generous and liberal to a fault. He often gave aid to the less

fortunate and to worthy enterprises. Among his notable gifts were the bells of the
Cathedral and of the French Catholic Church in St.Paul, and from time to time he
made liberal donations to the support of the church generally.

Closing-an eventual carser-seildomeagqualed, Capt.Louis Robert died
at his residence in St.Paul, May 10,1874 after a long illness. He left a valuable

estate at his death.
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Minnesota River
(Tributary)

The Minnesota River enters the Mississippi River at Mendote,
arproximately five miles above St.Paul. Fort Snelling is situated at this junction
across the Minnesota River from Mendota.

The Minnesota River,Valley has attracted a large share of the
favorable attention which has been given to the territory. Old maps show the
Minnesota River as the "St.Peters". An act of the legislature changed it to the
Minnesota.

For at lesst five months of the year the Minnesota River is navigable
for a distance of about two hundred miles from its mouth; high and low water ,
however, has much to do with navigation on this waterway. Some of the cities and
towns located on this river are Shakopee, Carver, Belle Plaine, Henderson, LeSueur,
and Mankato. The 1a?? named is situated at the point where the river commences to
flow nii:;ﬁ.ot to Big;éisﬁeﬁﬁwke, and is the largest city on the river.

During the early days of steamboat navigation regular lines of
packet and freight boats traveled up the Minnesota River as far as Mankato and
sometimes as far as Granite Falls, where,only a few years ago, the remains of the

of

wreck of one ofthe boats still protruded as a kind of melancholy?ﬁés#ii fxom a
lost geedewieH]l age.

Trouble might be expected at almost any landing on the Minnesota.
Sometimes the Indians came aboard and virtualy took possession, for they would not
leave until they had procurred what they were after - unless some smart engineer or
captain wes wise  enough to outwit thems One way was to slip the safety valve
when the whole tribe would leap overboard in terror. But someﬁimes the boat must
remain tied up until the visitors were intoxicated.

Often the Indians would shoot at the steamers as they passed up and

down the river,

or in lonely and remote placeg YTY to capture it. The Minnesota and

Miesouri rivers were the

eammonEst sceneg of these a&iﬁaﬁ§ans;
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Minnesota River.
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Captain Fred A.Bill, a prominent,old steamboat man of his day,
states that the first boat to travel any distance above the mouth of the
Minnesote River was the "Anthony Wayne" which carried an excursion party in the

summer of 1850. It was in the same year that steam navigation was established

above St.Anthony Falls on the Wississippl River.

Historiens generally egree that 1850 marks the date of the beginning
of commercial steamboating on the Minnesota, although they admit isolated trips
had been made earlier. Before 'a year had passed one boat had gone about three-
hundred miles up the river, and by 1853 there were five steamboate in the trade,
2ll of which were crowded to capacity with passengers and freight. One reason for
such prosperity on the river at this time was the stream of immigrants coming to
teke up land after the Indian cession of 1851. In this year one boat went as far
as Fort Ridgely, towing two barges.

In 1855 there were 109 steamboatf arrivals at St.Paul from the
Minnesota River, and by 1858 this number had increased to 394. Boats operated up
the river to Mankato, and even farther on regular schedule; one of the best known
being Louis Robert's "Time and Tide", so called because it waited for no man.

One treveler has described a trip he made in this boat in 1857 from St.Paul to the
Sioux Agency on the Minnesota, which hs says was 500 miles by boat from the mouth
of the river. This statement, however, wes an eamaggeration.

The thing that astonishes anyone who ¢is acquainted with the present
condition of these rivers is that a paddle-wheel could turn over in them. Some of
them are little more than creeks now, and no one would attempt to take anything of
deeper draft than a row boat into them. To be sure, the navigation season was often

limited to periods of high water, and ewem the boats sometimes had difficulties.
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finnesota River.
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Minnesota River.
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camboating on the Minnesota,and other tributaries of the Mississippi,
was at its height from about 1855 to 1865. On the Minnesota River, for instance
traffic reached a high point in 1862, when there were over 400 boat arrivals at
St.Paul.
Steamboat navigation, however, on the Red River of the North, which
1 before the Civil War, continued to flourish all during
St.Paul furnished supplies for that part of Canada, and was
market for furs of the district. For a number of years the Hudson's
ur dealers, brought goods in bond through St.Paul te Ft.Garry.

)

N

A boat called the "Anson ‘brutrun" was the first steamer run on the
Red River. a8 transported piecemeal overland from above St.Anthony Falls and
assembled on the Red River. It made its fi ip D% This boat was taken
to pieces and T ,ed to Moorhead in 1 ] J 3urbank and Co., proprietors
Northwestern Stagze Lines.
Minnesota River in high
over from Big Stone Lake

to Lake Traverse and pass thence into the Red River. Thi attempt to take a

steamboat over what was ordi d1er1’fJ a portage,even for cances, met with failure.

, Stone Leke was reached. Her machinery was taken out
and used in another boat on the Red River and her hull lay and rotted in the open
prairie.

All the Hudson's Bay Co's. boats were later sold to the Red River
sportation Co, which also ran a& number of barges on the river. Traffic con=-
tinued on a profitable basis until the end of the 70's, when the railroad north
from St.Pavl was joined by a Canadian Pacifie line from Winnipeg and took over

all the business.

Tugs were used on the Minnesota River to tow barges usually loaded
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Minnesota River.
Red River of the North.

grain. As much as 30,000 bu.of grain

-
steamboat companies opposed the development of this traffie
>stab

-

appeared in St.Paul. He was the son

an Ohio canal-boat man. 1 1857 he operated the "Franklin Steele" on the

-

where the Robert Bros. had formerly handled the most of the business.

" -

he did a profitable business
River. He then went into
The following steamboats operated on the Minnesote and Red Rivers:

Name of Boat.

Anson ?hrthfﬁp - = = Taken to pieces and transported to Moorhead in 185¢
where she was put together agin and run on the Red River of
the North by Capt.Edwin Bell, for J.C.Burbank & Co. owners

of the Great Northwestern Stage Line.

ide-wheel built 1844. In Galena and St.Louls trade,-
6-47. Capt.Morrison first, later Capt.Dan Able; 1850
.Able; went uwp to Falls of St.Anthony 1850, first boat
lo the trip; made a trip up the Minn. River into the
an country, as far as Traverse des Sioux with a large
ursion party from St.Paul; went into the Missourl River
Ude and sank Mar.25,1851, three mi. above Liberty Landing,

.,being a t

Anthony Wayne S
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Ariel (2nd) Built a incinnati,0hio,1854; 169 tons. Minn.River
packet 1861.

Bertrand Rogers  master,at Gal 846; regular St.Louis packet;
Advertlaeu for pleasure v to St.Peters June 19,1846,

Blackhawk apt ; bougl . ear by the Galena
to St,Pﬂul 18533

r O0.H.Maxwell;
."L ut.P"LUl 1859,

Cremona Stern wheel; built at New AlnunJ.Ind.IBSP, 266 tons.
Minn.River trade 1857 Capt.Martin.

Dr.Franklin (first) - Galena and Minn.Packet Co. bought 1848,
‘Bunk at foot ha steam whistle on upper river. Capt.Lodw 15
Moguoketa Chute in Galena and St.Paul trade; Capt.Lodwick 1851 to,
1854 total , 1 excursion from Galena to Indian treaty grounds at

S

Minn River trade.: out of commission 1853
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Minnesota River Boats.
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Montello

Capt.Lafferty, at Galena for
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Small Minn.River
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ern wheel,Capt.Haycock; Minn.River trade 1861
pewa River.
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Importance of the Minnesota River.

The importance of the Minnesota River as a commercial waterway
was duly recognized by the railroads in the 1870's. Steamboat navigatdon was
a factor not to be entirely disregarded by the faster and more efficient method
of transportation employed by the railrocads.

The Minnesota River was navigable, and therefore competition to
rail traffie, from April to August. Boats were able to run as far as-Mankato,
and a part of the time to Ft.Ridgely and the Redwood and Yellow Mediecine Indian
agencies. The depth of water of course determined the distance a Vvessel could
proceed up the river.

In 1867 the terminus of the Minnesota Valley Railrcad was at
Belle Plaine,Minn. The railroad company made a;rangements with the steamer
“Mollie Mohler" to make a daily round trip between Belle Plaine and Mankato,
leaving the former town on arrival of the morning train from St.Paul. On the
return the boat would connect with the afternoon train to St.Paul. Other
boats made frequent trips carrgying both passengers and freight. At a time when
the railroads needed all the traffic the country‘afforded, this competition
was keenly felt. \;%‘r

In the spring the river was—aceuﬂ%emeénbULoverflow“;ts banks
and cover the bottom lands over a area one to two miles wide, and to a depth
of from five to fifteen feet. The railroads were compelled to build their
tracks above the high water level and follow generally the contour of the bluffs.

At that time the district south and west of Mankato tributary to

the Minnesota River was an uncultivated and uninhabited prairie. The only

white people were the few settlers along the river benks. The Maple, Blue Earth

Watonwan, Cottonwood, Redwood, Yellow Medicine and Lac qui Parle rivers with

several others from the north side flowed into the Minnesota above Mankato.
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Importance of the Minnesota River.

Water from.melting snows in the spring, or from heavy reins in
the summer, drained into the creeks and them into the rivers. Unable to take
care of so much water the swollen rivers overflowed ‘their banks, flooded the
Minnesota Valley, and even covered the West St.Paul flats to a depth of from
ten to twelve feet.

Settlement and cultivation of this area changed the situation
end the habits of the river, and it has been several years since a steamer has
been able to navigate above Shakopee.

The first steamboat to navigate the-Minnesota River was the
"Virginia" on Mgy 10,1823. This small vessel, 118 ft.long by 22 ft.wide,
ascended only as far as Mendota and Ft.Snelling which were about the only two

points of importance at that time in the territory now embraced within our

state. In those days all the boats navigating the Upper Mississippil River had

to enter the Minnesota to reach these terminal points.

No attempt was made to navigate the Minnesota River with steam=
boats until 1850; with the e=mception of a small steamer in 1842 that carried
an excursion party as far as an old Indian village near Shakopee. Prior to
this time the river was not considered navigable to any great distance for
larger craft than keel boats, and a demonstration to the contrary, that then took
place, has made the year 1850 notable in the history of the state.

The "Anthony Wayne!", a Mississippi River boat in charge of
Capt.Daniel Able, arrived at St.Paul with an excursion party June 1850. A
freshet caused the water in the Minnesota River to be high just at this time,
and someone suggested to Capt.Able that he entertain his guests by taking them
up tthis, .then little known river, to see the country. People of St.Paul became

interested in the proposed trip and a purse of $225 was soon raised to defray

expenses.
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In the early morning of Friday,June 28, the day set for.he trip

the""Anthony Wayne! her decks crowded with nearly two-hundred people started her
memorable journey up the Minnesota. Louis Pelon and Thos.J.Odell, two men who
were acquainted with the river, acted as pilots.

A Bioux village was situated on the ovposite side of the river
from the present site of what is now the town of Chaska Some goods were un=-
loaded at this point for Louis Robert who onerated a trading post there. At
the foot of the rapids, near Carver, the steamer overtook a keel-boat whose.
crew was engaged in the arduous task of forecing their boat up the turbulent
waters by dragzing it with a long rope passed around a tree some distance up-
stream, and by pushing it with long poles. The captain of the "Wayne" concluded
not to attempt the rapids, and turned the prow of his boat homeward.

By this- time the fuel had about given out and the boat's crew
made a raid on an Indian cemetery near by, and replenished their stock from the
dry poles and pickets there found. Vandalism of this nature was probably
excused on the grounds of necessity, no other dry wood being availsble. The
voyage had proven eminently successful and the people were wild in their praise
of the river and the beautiful country which they had passed through.

A sort of jealousy was aroused by the "Wayne's" achievement
with the result that the "Nominee", a rival -boat in command of Capt.Orren Smith,
advertised another excursion party to take place July 13th. On that date the
"Nominee" passed the formidable rapids, planted her shingle three miles above,

and then returned home in triumph.
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The "Wayne" refused to be outdone by a rival, and o’h the 18th
of the same month, with a2 third excursion, once more ascended the now furious
river. The Ft.Snelling band was taken along to help entertain the guests. This
time the "Wayne" passed the rapids successfully and on the first day came %o the
spot where the shingle of the "Nominee" had been placed. The second night was
spent at Traverse des Sioux. After pertaking of a picnic dinner at the bend in
the river two or three miles below the present site of Mankato, the party return-
ed home. TEveryone was loud in his praise of the beautiful Minnesota Valley and
looked forward to another trip up the then little traveled river.

Incited by the success of these two hoats others planned excursions
of thei® owmn. The "Yankee", belonging to the Harris Line determined to outdo them
all. A grand excursion, including many prominent officials and business men of
St.Paul, was organized, and on Monday,July 22nd, this ambitious little boat
steamed into the mouth of the Minnesota. M.K.Harris was her captain; J.S5.Armstrong,
pilot; G.W.Scott,first engineer; and G.L.Sargent, second engineer. The FT.Snelling
bend furnished the music. On the second day out the steamer passed Traverse des
Sioux where the missionaries had just harvested a field of wheat, probably the
first ever raised in the valley. How fitting, that the first year of steamboat-
ing in the valley should also be the first year to grow that commodity which was
to play so important a part in the river's traffic. The party spent the second
night at the upper end of Kasota Prairie where a dance was held in the moonlight.

The "Yankee!" soon passed the sign the "Anthony Wayne" had fastened
to a tree the week before. By the third day the steamer reached a point near
the present village of Judson, in Blue Earth county. It was late in the season

but the stage of water in the river was excellent and no difficulty had so far

been incurred in navigation.
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Many of the passengers wished to go further up the river, but
the intense heat which was around 104%in the shade, and the swarms of mosquitoes
prevented both crew and passengers from sleeping. Provisions also were getting
low and the enthusiastic crowd finally re-considered their vote and agreed to
turn home. The fourth night found them again at Traverse des Sioux.

On the return trip they spent an hour at an Indian village where
the 0ld chief and several braves came down to the landing to meet them. The chief
accused the excursionists of tramping down his corn for which he claimed 1arge
damages. The truth was that the corn had been drownéd out and washed away by
high water long before the whites landed. The Indians argued tthat the
Great Spirit was angry because the whites had taken those big "fire coamoes" up
the river, and that was why the freshet came, sothey ought to pay for the corn.
There is no record of how the chief succeeded with his damage suit, but the
excursionists reached St.Paul all safe and sound by night.

The fact that the Minnesota River was navigable to steamboats
had been fully demonstrated, and the desirability for settlement of the fertile
country it dralned was everywhere heralded with enthusiasm. Focusing the public
eye on the valley contributed largely to the making of the great treaty with

the Sioux.

The following summer,when the Treaty of Traverse des Sioux was

signed, the beautiful, fertile Minnesota Valley wag thrown open to civilization.
At sunrise on the morning of June 30,1851, the treaty commissioners,
Hon.Luke Lea and Gov.Ramsey, with their attendants and supvlies, arrived by the
steamer "Excelsior" at Traverse des Sioux. Ten days previous the'"Ben Franklin"
carried to the same place a party of St.Paul people to witness the famous treaty

then in progress.
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The third and only other steamboat to ascend the Minnesota this
year was the "Uncle Toby", which ,on Oct.?7th, carried to Traverse des Sioux the
first load of Indian goods under the new treaty.

After this treaty had been signed, there was a great rush of
settlers into the Minnesota Valley; and before the spring of 1852, several
townsites lined the banks of the river from St.Paul to the mouth of the Blue Earth,
a distance by water of one-hundred fifty miles. Naturally these young towns were
in dire need of communication with the outside world that they might be accessable
to settlers ever pressing westward, and that their citizens might have their
wants supplied.

Many St.Paul business men had interests in the town of Mankato,
and for this reason the "Tiger" under Capt.Maxwell was induced to make three
trips to this remote place in 1852. She made the trips in April and May of that
year and each time carried a capacity load of freight and passengers for Mankato
and intermediate points. Water too low for navigation soon forced the "Tigert
to go elsewhere.

Congress passed an act June 8,1852 restoring the old Sioux name
"Minnesota" to this river which heretofore the whites had called the "St.Peters'.

Mid-summer rains came and again made navigation possible.

Colonel Robertson chartered the "Black Hawk" to make three trins to Mankato
during July. This boat, 130 ft.long and 21 ft.wide, was commanded by Capt.Hall.
With a draft of only seventeen inches of water the "Black Hawk" was well suited
for the Minnesota River trade. She had thirty state rooms and was capable of

carrying 130 tons. The first trip, July 3, was made with a cargo of freight and
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forty passengers. Arriving at Mankato July 5th, she returned the next day to
St.Paul. The other two trips were made on the 12th and 21lst of July.

The "Jennie Lind" also entered the Minnesota River trade in 1852
and made a trip to Babcock's Landing, also one to Traverse des Sioux, and one
to Holme's Landing, which is now called Shakopee. The "Enterprise" went as far
as Little repids making in all thirteen departures from the St.Paul wharf
during the first year of traffic with the white settlers.

The "Greek Slave", Capt.Louls Robert, was the first steamer to
enter the Minnesota in 1853. She left St.Paul April 4th with a full load of
freight and one-hundred-fifty passengers, arriving at Traverse des Sioux and
Melikato on the 7th. The small seventy-two ton stern-wheeter "Clarion" owned
by Capt.Humbertson entered the trade the same year. On her first voyage Apr.22
she carried an excursion party.

Two very important events in the development and expansion of
Minnesota River trade took place in 1853. One was the erection of Ft.Ridgely
and the other the establishément of the Sioux Agencies. Soldiers and Indians
stationed at these places required large amounts of supplies annually, all of
which must be transported up the river. An impetus for several years was thas
given to steamboat traffiec on the Minnesota.

The "West Newton", a small packet 150 ft.long and 300 tons burden
owned by Harris Brothers, secured the government contract to transport troops
from Ft.Snelling to the new post. The first loed of troops consisting of two

companies of the Sixth U.S.Regiment, in command of Capts.Dana and Monroe, left

Ft.Snelling Apr.27,1853. The steamer towed two barges which were used to

accomodate the soldier‘s'baggage. A few days previous the "Tiger'" and the
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HClarion", each with a couple of barges in tow heavily loaded with supplies for
the new fort and agencies, had departed fiiogt.Paul. The "West Newton", a much
faster boat, passed both"Clarion" and "Tiger" and was first to arrive at the
new fort.

The year 1853 was a good season for the steamboat business. The
Minnesota Ptemained navigable all during the summer and boats ascended to
Ft.Ridgely, Mankato, the Lower Sioux Agency and other points. Passenger and
freight trade were excellent. The little "Clarion" carried 150 passengers at
a time and other boats were equally crowded. C.D.Fillmore and Wm.Constans,two
St.Paul men, placed the "Humboldt" and the "Iola" in service. Captains were
well pleased with the steady patronage received,and hopes ran high for even
greater prosperity in coming years.

There were 49 boat arrivals in 1853 from the Minnesota river at
the St.Paul wharf. The "Greek Slave" made 4 trips; "Clarion" 16; "Tiger" 13;
"Black Hawk",8; "West Newton" 1;:"Shenandoah!33;"H umboldt",2; "Iola" 2. The
"Greek Slave" opened the season April 4, and the "Iola" closed it Nov.Z2.

The winter of 1853-4 was mild and open, with little snow, and the

river broke up early without the usual freshet. The "Greek Slave" once again

opened the season of navigation with an excursion to Shakopee on March 21. The

"Humboldt" followed her, and during March and April mede a dozen trips; but
owing to low water never got above the rapids more than once or twice. The
"Greek Slave" attempted but one trip, this being in April.

Success of the prior season had awakened great interest in Minn.
River trade and preparation for an extended business had been made during the

inactive winter, but all was doomed to disspointment.
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Capt.Humbertson sold the "Clarion" and built a fine,new boat
170 ft.long, with 35 well-furnished state rcoms. He named it the "Mirnnesota Belle'.
Her maiden voyasge took place May 3rd with a load of immigrante for South Bend,a
new townsite Humbertson had started. When the new boat failed to climb the
Little rapids near Carver, the captain abandoned the river, townsite and all in
disgust.

A heavy rainfall May 20 made it possible for the "Black Hawk" to
reach Traverse des Sioux. Regular trips were made between Little rapids and
Traverse des Sioux up to July 20 by the "Iola" and "Montello!, supplementing the
"Black Hawk", "Humboldt", and other boats plying below the rapids.

Keel=boats became common on the river this year. Andrew G.Myrick
placed two of these barges on the river in charge of the Russell boys. The keel-
boats were from 50 ft. to 60 ft. long, 10 ft.to 15 ft.wide, and 4 ft. to 5 ft.high.
Along the top a plank walk,for use of the pole men, was fastened,i:da small cabin

for the coock was built in the stern. During a storm or bad weather a tarpaulin

was spread over the goods for protection. The crew consisted of a captain who

]
also steered the boat, ten or twelve pole men, and the cook. These boats made

a speed of from 12 to 14 mi. a day with a fair stage of water, but if sandbars
or rapids were encountered a mile or two a day was the limit. Down-stream,
however, they would make much better time. Low water made it necessary to ship
most of the supplies for Ft.Ridgely and the Sioux Agencies, as well as for all
" up-river towne this year, is such barges.

In 1854 steamboat arrivals at St.Paul from the Minnesota River

did not exceed thirty, and few of these came from beyond the Little rapids.
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Very little snow fell during the winter of 1854-5, and consequently
the Minnesota River continued low in the spring of 1855, though not as low as
the prior season.

The "Globe", a new boat belonging to Louis Robert left St.Paul
April 8. She was the first steamer to ascend the Minnesota this season. The
"Black Hawk", "J.B.Gordon,No.2", the "J.S.Allen" and the "Montello", with barges
"Russell" and "Master" soon followed. The April business was fair, but during
mid-summer navigation was mostly suspended owing to low water. Heavy rains in
the autumn caused quite a freshet, and trade was brisk again until the middle of
November. The "Time and Tide", "Berlin","Equator" and "Reveille!, had now jéined
the other boats in the Minnesota river trade.

Capt.Louis Robert had the contract to deliver the Sioux annuties
and took them up tb the agency late in October. This money was taken up to the
agency in the "Globe" of which Edwin Bell was captain. The boat struck a large
rock within two miles of its destination and the goods had to be unloaded on the
river bank. While the two captains Robert and Bell were gone to carry the Indian
money, amounting to $90,000 in gold, to Ft.Ridgely, the Indians who had gathered
to divide the provisions, carelessly set fire to the dry grass. The blaze soon
reached the pile of goods; and most of them, including fifty kegs of powder were
totaly destroyed.

Boats engaged in the Minnesota river trade during 1855, and the
number of trips taken by each from St.Paul, were as follows: "Globe!' 14 trips;
"Black Hawk" 13;"Berlin" 13; "Time and Tide" 8; "H.S.Allen" 22;"J.B.Gordon,No.2,"
28; "Equator" 6; "Reville!" 3; "Montello" 1; "Shenandoah",l. Total 109.

The "Globe" was first to enter April 8, and she was the last to leave Nov.16.
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An event which tended to stimulate traffic on the Minnesota River
in 1855,and for some yeers afterwards, was the transference of two-thousand
Winnebago Indians from the Upper Mississippi to a reservation near Mankato.

The steamer "Reveille" ovened navigation for the 1856 season.
Captain R.M.Spencer was the commanding officer. An extra heavy fall of snow
during the winter cauded plenty of water in the river which aided the larger
boats especially. The "Globe" Capt.Nelson Robert followed by the "H.S.Allen"
got away to a good start. The fast "Reveille" on her second trip of the season
left St Paul at 2 p.m.,Thursday,April 17, with 132 passengers and a full cargo
of freight. She arrived at Mankato the following Saturday. Departing from
Menkato on the return trip at 5 a.m. Sunday she reached St.Paul by 8 p.m. after
having made twenty-four landings on the way. This was considered very good time.

On May 5th the'Reveille" landed between two end three hundred

settlers at Mankato. These people established what was known as the Mapleton

Colony. On May 10th the "Yeatman", Capt.Sam G.Cabbell, landed at South Bend e
company of Welsh settlers from Ohio, numbering one~hundred and twenty-cne. The
"Yeatman" was the largest stern-wheel boat on the Minnesota, and this was her
first trip. She continued in the trade only a short time while the water was
high. On account of her size, low water forced her from service early in the
summer. Several other boats made regular trips to Ft.Ridgely and the Lower Sioux
Agency, while some ascended to the Upper Agency at the mouth of the Yellow

Medicine River.
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The time-table issued by the "Time and Tide" for this season
showed the distance from St.Paul to Yellow Medicine to be 446 mi. The idea
of a time-table was somewhat amusing to the travelers of that day, as there was
nothing more uncertain or void of sny idea of regularity than a steamboat.
Unexpected delays were frequent and it often took several days to complete a
comparatively short trip. The most common causes for delay were stopping to
re-fuel; sandbars and other obstructions in the stream; repairing smokestacks,
hull or paddle wheel which had been damaged by rocks or snags in the water,; and
many more too numerous to mention.

While the boat was tied up to some nearby tree for repairs, the
passengers would sit on the bank and tell stories, go hunting in the woods, or
pick berries and wild plums which grew abundantly along the river. Many a
pioneer remembers the good boat "Time and Tide" and how its jolly captain,
Louis Robert, would sing out with a bellowing voice when the boat was about
to depart,- "All aboard! Time and Tide wait for no men," and then add, with

a sly twinkle in his eye,"end only a few minutes for a woman."

The names of the boats which left St.Paul in 1856 for the

Minnesota River, and the number of trips made by each, were as follows:
"Equator",46 trips; "Reveille",40; "Globe" 34; "Wave" 29; "Minnesota' 20;
"Clarion" 12:; "Time and Tide" 12; "Berlin" 10; and "H.T.Yeatmen" 4. Total
trips recorded 207, being an increase of nearly 100 over the preceeding year.
The steamers "H.S.Allen" and "Humboldt" were 2lso on the Mississippi River

this year.
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The high stage of water in the spring of 1857 made it
possible for the "Equator" to leave St.Paul for Mankato as early as
April 12. She carried a full load of passengers and freight and was
followed the next day by the "Clarion".

Two new boats the "Jeanette Roberts," a large stern-wheel
packet owned by Capt.louis Robert and the "Frank Steele", a side-wheel
packet owned by Commodore Davidson. Smaller boats operating in the
Minnesota River trade for the first time were the Antelope, Medora,
J.Bigsell, Isaac Shelby, Fire Canoe and Red Wing.

The steamboat business was exceptionally good this
season. Eighteen boats arrived at St.Peter during a single week in May,
and by the first of June thirty-four boats had passed that town for up
river points.

The following boats departed from the wharf at St.Paul
for points on the Minnesota River in the year 1857. The number of trips

each boat made is also given: Antelope,l05 trips; Jeanette Roberts,40;

Isaac Shelby,36; Medora,29; Frank Steele,20; Equator,l4; Time and Tide,13;

Clarion,l12; Minnesota,8; Ocean Wave,6; J.Bissell,5; Red Wing,3; and
Fire Cance,l. Totzl trips 292, an increase of 85 from the year before.
The Antelope closed the season Nov.l4

The following winter was very mild and the ice in the
Minnesota broke up earlier then usual. The "Jeanette Roberts" left
St.Paul March 20 for the Minnesota. The"Medora", although starting later
passed the "Jeanette Roberts" below Shakopee injuring one of her wheels
in the act. After a delay of about two hours for repairs she managed to
overtake and pass the "Jeanette Roberts! at Traverse des Sioux, and

reached Mankato as the first boat of the season on March 22.
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Heavy rains kept the water level high enabling some of the
larger boats such as the WFrank Steele" and "Isaac Shelby" to ascend to
Mankato late into Sepntember. The "Freighter", a new boat, appeared this
season.

In the spring of 1858 J.R.@leveland and C.F.Butterfield
built the large barge "Minneopa' which was employed for meny years in the
Minnesota traffic. This barge, 75 ft. long and 12 ft.wide and 4 ft.high,
was propelled by 2 voling crew and usually took two weeks to make the
round trip to St.Paul. The register at Mankato showed 179 steamboat arrivals
for the season. The St.Paul wharfmasters book gave the following:
Antelope,201l trips; Franklin Steele,54; Jeanette Roberts,35; Time & Tide, 303
Freighter,18; Isaac Shelby,l16; Ocean Wave,l2; Clarion,1ll; Medora,8;

Fire Canoce,B; and Minnesota,3. Total trips 394, an increase of 102 over
the previous year.

The "Freishter" had the honor of being the first boat to
arrive at Mankato. She docked to unload her cargo on March 27,1859.

The "Favorite", one of‘Gant.Davidson’s new boats entered the Minnesota
trade this spring. Heavy rains kept the river in good navigable condition
throughout the season. In fact, the high-water level encouraged
Capt.John B.Davis to plan an extraordinary adventure. He attempted to
take the "Freighter" across from the Minnesota River to Big Stone Lake

and thence to the Red River. Low water on the divide made it impossible
to get the boat across,and the trip proved a failure. The Captain end his

crew returned home about the last of July in a canoce. The "Freighter",

a small flat-bottomed boat was left in dry dock near the Dakota line.
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The Indians sarried away everything but the hull, which, half buried in
the sand about tem miles below Big Stone Lake, remainéd in view for over
twenty years. The Captain always believed that had he started the month
previous his attempt would have been successful.

Steamboat arrivals at Mankato for 1859 totaled 131 as

follows: From St.Paul From West

Favorite 44 trips
Jeannette Roberts 31
Frank Steele 19
Freighter

Ocean Wave

Time & Tide

Isaac Shelby

Belfast

29

The tosal arrivals from the Minnesota at St.Paul were 300.
Navigation continued until quite late. The last boat to pass down over
the Little rapids was the "Jeannette Roberts" Nov.S.

In 1860 the navigation season commenced early. The "Time
and Tide" left St.Paul March 19, reaching St.Peter March 21 and Mankato
the next day. None of the larger boats were able to navigate owing to
the low water. Several smaller boats of light draft, such as the "Dorrit",
"Bolian", and the "Albany" were placed in service. The "Jeannette Roberts"
managed to get up as far as Mankato a few times, and once as far as the
Sioux Agency. Considerable rain fell in June which enabled the "Time and
Tide", "Favorite" and "Franklin Steele" to ascend as far as St.Peter.

The "Albany", however, which the old timers used to say required a light

dew to run it, was the only boat able to navigate above Little rapids
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Finally the water peceded to such a extent that navigation
was entirely suspended except for the little "Antelope" plying between
Shakopee and Chaska. At a time like this Cleveland's two barges practically
had a monopoly on the Minnesota River traffie. ZEach barge had a capacity
of from 10 to 12 tons and were kept busy until the river closed in November.

The records show only 250 steamboat arrivals at St.Paul from
the Minnesota this year,and one boat, the "Antelope", made 198 of these.

In the year 1861, there was a big flood in the Minnesota
River. The first boat to leave St.Paul was the "Albany" on March 30.

She arrived at Mankato April 1. The older Indians and traders claimed

that the Minnesota was higher this spring than it had been since 1821.

The water was so high that the Minnesota and Red Rivers were united between
Big Stone Lake and Lake Traverse. Under these favorible conditions the
"Jeanette Robert", in April made a record of ascending the river two miles
further than any steamer had ever gone before.

This year Capt.Orren Smith, president of the Minnesota
Packet Company, put two first class boats, the "City Belle" and "Fanny Harris"
into the Minnesota River trade to compete with the Davidson and Robert lines.
The "Fanny Harris" made a trip in April to Ft.Ridgely and brought back
Major Thos.W.Sherman's battery to quell the southern rebellion, which had
Just started. The "Favorite" also went and brought back Major J.C.Pemberton,

with his command of 80 soldiers.

The "City Belle" a fine side-wheel packet, and one of the

largest steamers that ever ehtered the Minnesota, made her first appearance

at 5t.Peter and Mankato May 18 under command of Capt.A.J.Chamblin.
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The river receded rapidly and by the latter part of June
became so low that boats could not ascend above the rapids.

The arrivals at St.Peter and Mankato from below numbered 66,
as follows: Albany,22 trips; Favorite,18; City Belle,1l0; Jeannette Roberts
9; Eolien,4; Frank Steele,2; and Fanny Harris,le.

Boats below the rapids ran as usual and the total arrivals
at St.Paul from the Minnesota were 318.

Barges did a prosperous business between Mankato and points
below. The first bulk shipment of wheat from Minnesota was made on one of
these barges June 186l. It comprised 4,000 bu. for LaCrosse,Wis. Wheat
had now become the principal export of the valley,but prior to this time it
had been transported in sacks.

Another great flood appeared in the spring of 1862. The
"Albany" arriving at St.Peter April 3, opened the season. Several new
boats entered the trade including the "Pomeroy", the two small craft
"Clara Hines" and G.H.Wilson", and the "New Ulm Belle'. The "Favorite"
and "Jeanette Roberts" were active in the trade as usual. Boat arrivals
at Mankato numbered 70, as follows:

From below From above

Albany 19
Jeannette Robert 13
Favorite 9
Clara Hines 8
Pomeroy 6
Ariel 2
G.H.Wilson 1

o8
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Navigation continued from April 13 to July 20. Mankato
shipped 62,000 bu.,and South Bend 8,000 bu of wheat by boat. The steamers
operated until late in November. Total arrivals at the St.Paul wharf from
the Minnesota were 413 - the largest number in the river's history. The
Sioux outbreak of 1862 was partly responsible for the heavy traffic.

The "Favorite", Capt.Bell, carried the first soldiers of
Genl.Sibley's command from Ft.Snelling and St.Paul to Shakopee and as far
as the Little rapids.

When the "Jeanette" arrived in Mankato April 3, opening the

season of 1863 she was greeted by a cheering throng including about 1,000

soldiers. It was customary in those fdays to zather on the levee to welcome

the first steamboat of the season. It meant news from the outside world
and a fresh supply of provisions including different kinds of food to relieve
the monotonous round of corn cake.

The transportation of troops and supplies in connedtion
with the Sioux War furnished a large part of the river traffic this year.
The "Favorite" had been enlarged during the winter and was now entirely
taken into government service. It was this boat that carried 270 condemmed
Sioux from Mankato to their new quarters at Davenport,lowa. The "Pomeroy"
and the "Eolian" took vart in transporting a party of Winnwbagoes from
Blue Earth County to their new agency in Nebraska.

Mankato shipped over 60,000 bu. of wheat this spring. The
"Flora", a stern-wheeler, was placed into the Minnesota River trade this

season by the Prairie du Chien Railway Co.
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A drouth appeared during the summer of 1863, and by the
middle of June, the Minnesota River had fallen so low that all traffic
above the rapids was suspended.

The need for freight transportation in the valley became
greater every year, and the steamers employed had more traffic than they
could hendle. Barges were pressed into service to relieve the congestion.
A number of these were towed by a small tug boat. The steamboat owners
frowned on this new competition.

Steamboat arrivals from the Minnesota in 1863 at the wharf

in St.Paul were 177.

In 1863-4 the Davidson Company built the "Mankato", named

in honor of the thriving town at the mouth of the Blue Earth. The citizans
of Mankato, in appreciation of the compliment, planned to present a fine
silk flag to the boat on her first arrival. That opportunity,however, did
not present itself until a year later; for during 1864 the "Jeanette Roberta"
was about the only boat to reach Mankato.

Total arrivals of steamboats at St.Paul from the Minnesota
this year was 166. Barges numbered 82.

In January 1865, the state legislature appropriated $3,000
to improve the Minnesota River. Major E.P.Evans of Blue Earth Co. and
John Webber of Ottawa,LeSueur Co., were appointed commissioners to oversee
the work. Accordingly Major Evans cleared the river of snags and made

other helpful improvements.
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The drouth of the last two years seemed to be broken.
The "Ariel" was the first steamer unrthe Minnesota. She left St.Paul
April 2 2nd arrived at Mankato on the 4th.

Among the new boats to enter the Minnesota river trade in
1865 were the "Mollie Mohler!, "Julia," "G.H.Gray," "Otter," "Mankato,"
"Lansing," "General Sheridan," and the "Hudson." The "Mollie Mohler",
Capt.Ceorge Houghton, was 125 ft.long and had accomodations for 56 passengers
in her cabin. The "Julia," Capt.Reany, a2 stern-wheeler,l4l ft. long with
a 28 ft. beam had a capacity of 300 tons although drawing only 17 in.of
water. She was built and owned by the Northwestern Packet Co. expressly for
the Minnesota River trade.

Trade was brisk during the entire season. One hundred and
fifty boats arrived at St.Paul from Carver and the Little rapids, and
forty arrived from points above the rapids as far as from Mankato. A few

trips were made to the upper Minnesota. Total arrivals from this river at

St.Paul in 1865 was 195.

Barges also did a good business. Grain, wood, lime and
various other commodities were shipped by this method. Twenty barges,
each loaded with 200 bbls. of lime from Shakopee, and 97 barges loaded
with 40 cords of wood, each from verious pointes in the valley, arrived
at the St.Paul wharf. No record of the wheat barges was kept, as they
generally carried their cargoes to LaCrosse or Prairie du Chien and had

no reason te stop at St.Paul.
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In 1866 the first boat up the river was the "Chippewa Falls"
which arrived at Mankato April 15. The "Minnesota! a very fine packet,
entered the Minnesota River trade for the first time this season. Other
boats engaged in traffic were the "Julia,!" "Mankato," "Mollie Mohler,"
"Stella Whipple," "otter," "Pioneer," "Tiber," and "Pearl." Fifty boats
with a combined tonnage of 3,750 arrived at Mankato.

The barge trade was expanding rapidly and now over 175 of
this type of craft were in use. These barges carrying heavy loads were
towed by small power boats ot tugs, and often by the smaller steamers.

The "Tiber" towed, at one time, out of the Minnesota and down the Mississippi,
a string of barges loaded with 30,000 bu.of wheat. Some of these barges

were quite large. "Little Mac," one of the largest and owned by Davidson,
was 142 ft. long, 25 ft.wide and of 114 tons burden.

Wheat shipments from points in the Minnesota Valley during
1866 amounted to 688,641 bu. in spite of low water and poor navigétion.
Arrivals at St.Paul from the Minnesota were only about 100, a comparitively
low figure. Two main reasons are given for this falling off in steamboat
traffic this year: the St.Paul and Sioux City railroad had extended its
line to Belle Plaine which cut off a large share of steamboat traffie on
the lower and most navigable portion of the river; and barges carried most
of the freight from the Minnesota down the Mississippi without occasion to
stop and register at St.Paul.

The exceptionally good year of 1867 was opened by the

"Chippewa Falls," which landed at Mankato April 18.
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The "Mollie Mohler," Capt.H.W.Holmes was used out of
Mankato to make connections with the railroad at Belle Plaine. She was
a fast boat and often made the trip from St.Pater to Mankato, a distance
of 30 mi., in one hour and twenty minutes. Up to September, when the
"Mollie Mohler" retired, there had been 166 steamboatﬁ arrivals at Mankato,
of which the "Mollie! had made 87.

The "Otter" ran regularly until Oct.30, making 2 or 3 trips
a week; and the "Ellen Hardy" and "Mankato" made a few trips; while the
"Ariel" made regular trips between Mankato and St.Peter and the railroad
terminus, until the river closed Nov.lO.

A U.S.Survey of the Minnesota River was made during the

summer of 1866 with the intention of improving it. In 1867 Congress

appropriated $7,000 for river improvements but little came of the project

and it was soon abandoned. The coming of the railrcad to the valley
made it unnecessary.

A river accident happened on the 10th of May 1867, two
miles below Mankato. The "Julia" struck a snag end sank in 13 ft. of
water. Iuckily no passengers were injured and most of the freight was
recovered; but the hull lies in the sands of the Minnesota to this day.

The "Chippewa Falls" was again the first boat at Mankato
in 1868, arriving March 3l. Navigation was not as good as the previous
year, yet bg the first of May, fifty steamers had arrived at Mankato.
No new boats entered the service this year, and quite a few heretofore

prominent in the trade had disappeared, among them the "Mollie Mohler,"

and the "Jeannette Roberts." Trade was confined mostly to points above
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the terminus of the railroad, which by October had reached Mankato.

The first steamboat to reach Mankato in 1869 was the
"Ellen Hardy" April 18. Other boats engaged in business were the "Otter,"
"gt.Anthony Falls," "Pioneer," "Tiger," and "Jeannette Roberts."

The business men of New Ulm purchased the little steamer
"Otter" for $3,000 and worked her between New Ulm and Mankato. She made
regular trips and carried an average load of 3,000 bu.of wheat. Several
trips were made to Redwood. On Nov.3 there were three boats at one time,
the "Pioneer," "@tter" and "Tiger" unloading at the Mankato levee.

The "Otter" was first to reach Mankato in 1870, arriving
from New Ulm April 5. The"Mankato" on April 13 was the first boat to
arrive from St.Paul. Business increased rapidly during the early spring
and several smaller boats like the "Otter" and "Tiger" continued to run

through July and August. Total arrivals for the season were about 80.

The "Mankato" handled 17,000 bu. of wheat in one load from New Ulm, and

a few days later the"Dexter" brought 21,000 bu. down in two barges. The
"Otter" and "Tiger" plied between Mankato and New Ulm, while the "Mankato"
"Dexter" and "St.Anthony Falls" made frequent trips to St.Paul. This
year the well-known "Jeannette Roberts" was sold to the Wisconsin River
trade.

The "Otter" was again the first boat at Mankato in 1871,

arriving April 4 from New Ulm. ThHe "Pioneer" from St.Paul arrived Apr.15.
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The "Mankato" struck a snag and sank near St.Peter on
her first trin of the season April 18th. Her passengers and crew were
unharmed. After lying in the river for over a year, she was finally
raised and taken away never to enter the Minnesota again. The season
was a short one, not over two months, but the "Otter", "Pioneer," and

"Hudson" were kept busy hauling wheat and other freight from New Ulm and
Redwood to South Bend where it was transferred to the railroad.

Among théﬁiast‘steamboats to operate on the Minnesota
River were the "Osceola," Capt.Haycock, a small vessel which ascended
as far as Redwood once in the spring of 1872, twice in 1873, and once
in 1874. Low water made navigation more difficult each season. In 1876
the "Ida Fulton," and "Wyman X" came up the Minnesota; and in 1886 one
trip was made by the "Alvira". TFor a decade no steamboats were seen on
the Minnesota. Taking advantage of a freshet in April 1897,Capt.E.W.Durant
of Stillwater ran the "Henrietta," a 170 ft.stern wheel vessel with 40
staterooms, on an excursion to Hudson,St.Peter, and Mankato.

Cultivation of the country has exposed the surface of the
land so that much of the moisture which in the olden days drained into
the creeks and rivers now evaporates, causing all of the streams to shrink
to half their former size.

To view the Minnesota River today, one would wonder that
it ever was a navigable stream. But the old settler who remembers the
river in its prime when it carried the commerce of the great valley, can

see in the dim vistas of the past a different scene. Many a tgle of thrillig

interest can be told of those by-gone days, when this river was navigable.
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