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Red River
Minnesota River Canal

The Dally Ploneer Press (St. Paul and lpls.)
XXXIIl 7 Thars. Jan. 7, 1886.
Higt. Soclety L. 8. Btaples

#8, Uol. #4, captioned “Red River Improvements." (Extract)

Note: TForepart of this news item incorporates matters I’h!ohbm to be taken
up at a coming conmvention, the object of which was to seek législation to
Somplete the navigation improvements upom the Red River of the North. Ve
have already taken this material, and will be found on page 661-A.B. 662-A-B-
mnl

THE CANAL BETWEEN THE TVWO LAKES.

Swid, "Rarly in the present century a number of Swiss Colonists
[of the Selkirk Colony, in Canadg/ far down the Red Fiver became discourag-
ed and started south. They navigated up the Red in bBoats to its source,
Lake Traverse, and through the lake to its head, where they made the pas-
sage scross the few intervening miles to Big Stone lake and down the
Minnesota to Fort Snelling. ZXver since then at intervals has deen suggest-
od the possidility of comnecting these two long lakes YWy a canal, which
would be of immediate advantage to those living near them, affording water
gonnection with two or three different rallroads, the ultimate i1dea bdeing
to make water connection between Hudgon's bay and the Oulf of Mexieco
through the Red, Minnesota and Mississippl rivers. These two great systems
of water courses approach within five miles of each other between Big Stone
lake and lLake Traverse. In fact the northern inlet of Big Stone lake comes
within a guarter of a mile of Traverse lake, and as the divide at that poin
is not very emphatic in times of high water, skiffs can float from one lake
into another. Various bills for the connection of these two lakes by a
pernanent straight canal have been introduced in Gongress, and a survey has
Yeen made, bBut nothing came of 1t. Now, however, it appears the subject is
being agitated agailn. As above stated there are three lines of railroad
that estikice towns on these two lakes -~ the Hastings & Dakota division of the
Milwaukee & 8t. Paul, the Fargo Southern and the Manitoba. The opening of
this canal would give the farmers about the lakes the benefit of the competi-
tion of all these roads. The outlets of the lates are at present unnavigable -
the Red or Bols de Sioux as far down as its confluence with the Otter Tail at
Breckenridge, from Lake Traverse; and the Minnesota from Long lake for a good
many miles down. Both are exceedingly tortuous, shoaly streams, which could
bs nade mavigadle only with consideradble trouble and expense, which increases
the difficulty of the Oulf of Mexico and Hudson's bay comnection scheme."
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Coneral Item Logeing and Tumbering

The Daily Pioneer Press (8t. Paul and Mple.)
xexrix ) Sst. Jan. 9, 1888,

HEist. Soe. L. 8 3‘“’1'..

FP. #1 and #2; Col. #8, #6 and #7, page 1; Cols. #1, #23, #3, ¥4 and
8, page. News Item captionsd "The Iumber Interest.”

[ Review of the Seasop's (1888) tions in the Mite Pine Iumber Region
of the Northwest,/ ts on

"Thers are signs of returning presperity to the lumber trade ia the
figures which the Fress is able to present this morning. A year
ago the lumbey actures averyvhere found that despite some effort at
the curtailment of the log cut during the winter of 1883~4, that there was
still at every polint more logs than it had been poesible to saw during the
saving season, and that with the incrsased production which this condision
of affalrs inspired there had not been an increased consumption, and that
the sbocks at'.lm‘oor in thelr yards had, therefore disproportionately in-
greased ***%,

“Aside from the largs sonsumptiocn %y the steady and phenomenally
rapld growih of citise like 5%, Panl, Himneapolin, Xansas Clty, Omaha,
there has been mothing during the past yoar to make a spesial demand for
lumber. Tess rallroad mileage was added during the past year Shan ia sy
preceding year, and thare has been no propounced return to prosperity the
mtn‘ aver ..Ct.ﬂ

A KB TERRITORY,

*There 1s added to the statistical showing for the surrent year a
now diviasion, not contained in the previous revievs -~ or any review made
by any newspaper or trade journal for that matter. This is the growing
lumber industry along the waters flowing to the north, with thelr center
on thia slde of the British line, at the mille of T. B. ¥Walkter at
Crooketon and Orand Forics, and on the other slde at Rat Portage, where two
or thres nills, equal %o the dDest American mills, have recently been tuils.
Aside from the pine which would find an outlet by tha Red Iake river there
is reported %o De about 1,800,000,000 (sle.) feet of avallable timder on
ons sifds or the other of the British line, which will ultimately be mamu-
factured and find a mariket in the Bpitish possessions. Investigation shows
that the depression which followed the unfortunate boom of 1882 in Vianipeg

has been serfously felt Yy the lumber industry of that seotion, tat there is
a gertain fulure for the Cenadian Facific country, and with it will come the
stoady growth of mmwmfacture of luamber in this new territory, Mohth: %
Pilonesr Press gives a place for the first time in its annual review. g
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THE NORTHIERN WATERS.
B
TH= ouUr

Tumber

Bt. Hlaire Tumber Co., 5t. Hilairve,

Minn. 1,000,000
W7 Dariing (sill), %, Wilalra; e

Minn. |

7. J. Detling (mill), Rad lake Falls,

Minn.
7. B, Uplicay (mill), Orookston, Minnm.
T, B. Ualker (mi11), Orand Forks

Duluth District lmmber, 122,082,303 £t; Shingles (units), B57,967,780; Lath,
(&nis) 21, 333,000. [A great percent of the logs for the Duluth digtrict
cut came from the 9%, ¢ river and 1ts tribdutarieg/

PROSPROTIVE 100 OUP1/Buluth dlstrict, for winter 1885-88)

Duluth Immber Company, oz 8£t. Louis (river)

C. ¥. Nelson Inmber Co., on Cloguet (river)

Remwick, Shaw & Crossett, on t (river)

Water Power Company, on Cloguet (river)

Paine & Co., on St. Louis and Qlo -

Nels Hall, on Spirit lake and at Fond du lag =~ -~ ~ - - 1,500,000 *
Henry Nelson, %’.ﬂt Lake - - 300,000 T%.

UPPER MISSISSIPPY DISERICT [ahove Falls of St. Anthony/
Prodable eut (winter of 1885-88) of new logs - - - = 363,300,000 ft.

* Minnesota mills in this district given only. The out If\ for 1885.

® I have not included in this 1ist figures for North Shore and Wigs. streanms
fornishing Duluth with logs.

® This ddetrict includes the Miss. river adove 5t. Anthony Falls and all ite
tributaries, the main of which are the Rum, Crow Wing, Prairie, Swan, Oull,

Sandy, Pine, Willow, Moose, White Figh Craek tnaw, ¥
av:‘m“' Tamarac, Red Eye, ilco. and Analeasi wnipvi: N, o1




Red River of the
Nerth. Improvements

The Dally Ploneer Press (8t. Paul and Mpls.)
XXXIII 18 Priday, Jan. 15, 1886
M atorical Soctoty L. 8. Staples

18, Cols. #1 and #2, captioned "THE CONPIRENCE AT FARGO,"

[Bxtract] The Pargs Uonvention.

"Targo, Dak., Special Telegram, Jan .14.== "A large mmber of new
delegates arrived this moming, and the convention opened with a large
attendance of spectators and delegates. The proceedings were watched with
the clowest interest. All the delegates fyom Minnesota were invited to
participate in the deliberation upon the waterway stion. Mr. Besnnett of
the coumitiee, made the following veport: /quotes/ Vhereas, the project
of opening up this natural waterway from Biz Stone lake to the Red Rver is
so feasible and ultimately necessary, and also the comneotion of the twe
lakes, that 1%t 1s almost impossible %o estimate fully the advantages and
beneflits to the country adjacent thereto; and, whereas, the improvement of
the watervay of the Red Yiver valley will not attain its greatest bemeficlal
resulie to the commerce of that reglon until the improvement is continued
%o a navigable conneetion with Lakes Traverse and Big Stone, the goverament
sarvay of vhich was made snd favorably reported by the government englneers
in thely report on that reglon in 1883; and, whereas, the commerce along
these lakes will this year amount %o at least 15,000,000 (sie,) tushels of
wheat alone, which at a saving of three cents per btushel in freight would
amount to $460,000 (sie.); and, whereas, all that is necessary to give a
waterway of 110 (sie.) miles in length, with a natural depth of from eight
to twenty feet, averaging nearly a milesin width, in these lakes, is to
conneact the two lakes by means of the Minnesota river, a distance of two
and three-fourths milew, with an already sufficient depth of water for
navigable purposes, the dyking of lake Traverse for a reservoir, and the
dredging of the Red Yiver to a connsction therewith, thms making this
natural waterway navigabls from the foot of Big Stene lake to the Red %7".
forming one of the longest and graddett waterways on the continent, and at
a cost far below the sum reguired to render navigable any other natural
watervay of aqual distance in the United States: and whereas, the lagisla~-
tive assenblies of Minnesota and Dakota, after mature deliberation on the
facts and statistics involved, have memorialized Congress on the importance
and advantages of opening up and fmproving this waterway; therefore be 1t:

Resolved, by this convention, That Uongress be memorialised %o
appropriate $400,000 (sic.) for the opening of this natural waterway and
the improvements herein mentioned, and that our representatives in Oongress
be reguested to urge upon that body the importance of this work and the
necessity of an appropriation therefor. /end of guotes/ *****"

*The coanvention to discuss North Dakota's entrance into the Union.
v




Yernillion
Lake and River District

The Daily Plomeer Press (8t. Panl and Mpls.)

XIXILX 101 Sunday, April 11, 1886
Historical Seclely L. 3. Gtaples

#11, Csl. #4 headed "Of Moment Te Duluthians." (Extract)

"Daluth, Special Telegram, April 10.- D. J. Leather of Orand Rapids
[Micnigag/, Ira 0. Smith of Muskegon, and J. H. Swen of Chicago are Suying

pine lands extensively ih the Vermillion district and on the north shore
of Lake Superior. B. 8. White, of this clity 1s looking up land for them,
and is connscted with them. They have alrveady bought over 2,200 (ale.)
acres, and it 1s sald they will agguire 120,000,000 (sic.) feat of standing
ine in this distriet. It 1s probadle that they will tuild a mill on
eruilllion laks some time in the future to saw loge.****."

*I cite the adove to sghow the "timber line” Was moving further north as
early as the year of 1886 and that, without doubt, 1t was about this time
the Vermillion river wasz used for the transportation of loge. IL38.




Vermillion Lake
gnd Vermillion River

The Daily Pioneer Press (8t. Paml & Mpls.)

X1 237 Tuesday, Aug. 17, 1886
Eistorical Society L, 8. Staples

#8, Col. #1, captioned "Of Moment to Dulfithiang." (xtract)

Duluth, Special Telegram, Mug. 16,~ "Barney Iynch, omer of the
steamer Quean of the lakes, the only hoat on Imite Vermilliton (8t.louls
Gounty!, received a tolegram this evening saying the bdoat had been burn-
ad and was a total loss. No particulars are obtainable. She was used
malnly as a pleasure boat and was almost new, having been rebuilt last
spring, supplied with new engines, etc. She was valusd at $4,000, and
fasared for $2,000, Mr. Iynch gays ho will build gnother doat at once.”

*"Note: I elte the above to show this lalte was belng mavigated in 1836,




Boh g 84 R!.vor,
Big stou erse lnk Minnesota & Red Rivers

Daily Pionser Press (St. Paul & Mpls.)
XEXIII 341 m.d.y. Dea, 7| 1888,
Historical Society L. 5. Steples.

#8, Col. 3, article headed "New Inforporations.”

"The Big Stone, Laa qui Parle and Traverse lLalkce Slack-¥aber
Favigation eompany filed articles with the gegreotary of state yester-
day. The incorporators ave John Kasrcher of Ortonville, Leonard M.
Kaergher, 0. C. Dibble of Big Stone county, Mimn., James Oleson, Milan,
Chippewa county, and Aaron B. Kasrcher, Douglas, Fayetts county, Iowa.
Thia company is formed with a capital stock of $200,000 (slc.), divided
into 800 (sic,) shares of $26 (sfc.) each, It s formed for the pur-
pose of flmproving and making slacik-water navigation of and on the
Rois de Sioux and upper Minmmesota rivers, and Traverse, Big Stone and
Tac gui Parle lakes. It 48 proposed o @redge the lakas and rivers and
bulld dame and lockas, and make other preparations for a line of stoan~
boats, tugs and barges. The compeny also proposes to erest such millas
and elevators along the course as may be deemed advisablse.®




The Daily Plonser Pregs (8%, Paul & Mpls.)

XXIIL 341 Tuesday, Dec. 7, 1886

Higtorieal Soa. L. 8. Steples.

710, Uol. #1, {temn #7.

"Application is pending before the county commissionera for
pernigsion to build two dams on the

floquet and ons on the 8%, louis
by the lake Superior & Pacific road//R.R,/, which proposes to charge

sluicage for six cents per logg Thels i3 soms opposition to the
granting of this application.”
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Rainy River Logging and Immbering.

The Daily Ploneer Press (B5t. Paul & Mple.)
) 5.6.09 94 344 Friday, Deo. 10, 1886
Hiptorioal Soclety L. 5. Staples

#5, Uol. #8 headed "Doings of Duluthians."

"Daluth, Spesial Telegram, Dec. §.~ "The heaviest trensfer in the
higtory of 5%. louls county was filed here to-day In the office of the
register of deeds, being that of pine lands in 8%. Louls, ltasos and
Lake counties, from Dennis Ryan to the Minnssota & Omtario Lumber com-
pany, for $800,000 (sic.). The pine land includes 2 large amouns of
plne timber on the Big Fork river, and will be sawed at Rat Portage. The
plae was originally Bought by Dennis Ryan and V. J. Macauley of 5¢. Paml
in 1882, and the deed simply Sransfors Byanle interest to the company,
of which he is the principal stock<holder." *

*1 oite the abave to show the year when timber along the Big Tork river
was being tapped.
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Red lLake and
Clearwater Rivers. Power Sites and Prospectus.

The Deily Ploneer Press  (B5t. Panl & Mpls.)

XXIil 362 Sat. Dec. 18, 1886
Hst. Soclety L. 8. Staples.

#10, Col. #2, headed "Red leke Falls." Extracts.

"The 1ittle city of Red Lake Falls is in Polk county, Minn., ten
miles east of Grand Forks, at the junction of Red Lake and Clear Water
(stc.) rivers. **** It has near by great quantities of the very best
hardwood timber suitable for manufacturing purposes, and with two billion
feet of best pine lumber in the world, all of which must be driven to
Red lakke Palls. It has an immense amount of unequaled agrisultural lands
in all directions, and the Red Lake and Clear Water (siec.) rivers have
the only great water powers within an area of 300 (siec.) miles. The
Duluth and Manitoba railroad, a branch of the Northem Pacific, have al-
ready a road running through the city towards Orand Forks, which point
it will reach about Christmas. The St. Panl, Minneapolis & Manitoba are
also building a road into Red Iake Falls, and have graded up to within
ton miles. **** The city has at present two large roller mills, one on
the Red Iake river and the other on the Clear Vater, the Kretsschmar mill
having a capaci ty of 125 (sic.) barrels a day. It has two saw mills,
one brevery, etc., ete., ****

®e8® Vitk such an admirable location, rich contiguous gountry,
magnificent water power, two competing lines of ratlroads, with others
in contemplation, Red lake Falls must be the natural focal ceanter of
this great and productive Northwest, and people can be assurad that with
the flow of increasing stresms of wealth and enterprise the future
destiny of Red lake Falls is an assured and bright one. ****¥




General Items
Transportation

The Daily Pionesr Press (8t. Paul & lpls.)

IXXIII 357 Thurs. Dec. 23, 1886

#5, Col. #1 captioned "Minnesota Vaterways."

[Exiracvs]

¥The state waterways commission, in complisnce with the request
of Cov. Eubbard, has submitted a report concérning the waterways of the
state. After briefly referring to the subject the report says: 'The
workc of moulding public sentiment and spreading information among the
public touching the subject has occupled most of the time and labor of
the comuission. The frults of this work, while apparent, cannot be tabu-
1ated. The influence of the great waterways convention cannot now be
measured, and the work of a perfect system has bYeen retarded by the
chronis parsimony of Congress.?

The commission urges the holding of another convention during
the coming year. As there has been no arrangement o ascertain official-
1y the tomnage movement by the water routes, the commission ¢sn only re-
port general facts gleaned from general inguiry: 'The yelative propor-
tion of freights moved by railroads and waterways,' says the report, :
'when measured im tons and taken into ascount in staple commodities, as
logs, etc., if properly admessured, would show that the commodities
which at present prices will not bear a high rate of transportation,
and carried by water in carload weights, very many times exceed the ton-
nage movement on all the rallways which touch the state. Not laess than
1,800,000,000 (sic.) feet of logs and lumber find their way from the
forests %0 the markets of the country over the waterways of Minnesota,
and & corresponding smount of other necessaries. More than one hundred
steanboats ply on the navigable rivers of the state, carrying and towing
millfons of tons of freilght at prices which no other method of Sransporta-
tion can compete.'

The river commission views with equal concern the water routes
which intersect and bound the state, including the upper Mississippi
[sbove St. Anthony Falls/,.Red River, and Worthwestern alfluents and the
Northern lake routes.

ARPIFIOIAL WATERWAYS,

The eonstruction of several artificial waterways to conneet the
geveral natursl systems seems to be one of the necessities of the situa-
tion, and the commission recommends to the state and people that they
give their voice and influence o support the improvements. The most
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Contin'd from P. 676-A

fimportant of these artificial waterways is the Sault Ste. Marie canal,
connscting Lake Superior with the lower chain of lakes. The Portage
eanal, connecting the Fox and ¥iseinsin rivers, is another important
srtificial waterway in which great intersst has been taken, but it is
doubtful if the original plan can ever be carried out, through lack of
sppropriation. The commission commends the Hennepin canal - from
Hennapin on the Illinois river, to Roeck Island on the Missiassippl to
the attention of the state. The question of connegting the Mimnepota
river with the Red Tiver is regarded as very important, and the comple-
tion of the work, in the opinion of the commigsion, would he of vastly
more importence to the people of the state and the whole Northwast than
was the opening of the Northemn Pacifie rallway.

'Weo would strongly recommend,' contimues the report, 'That
our State nemorinslige Congress, asking the ec-operation of the British
authorities in a 1ideral system of fmprovements which ghall open out
these natural arteries of commerce in which, like the Red River of the
North, ths Rainy lake and Pigeon river, they have mutual interest.! ****

#95% In oonclusion the commission urged the active co-operative
of the exsoutive and slative powera of Minnesota on behalf of the
waterways of the country, believing in thelr iwprovement 1t 1s possidle
to afiord the produsers of the Northwest such cheap transportation as
will enable them to compete in the markets of the world with all competi-
Sors and furnish a perpatuasl regulatof of railroad tariffs. The report
bears the signature of Platt B. Valker, Willlam Crooks and 2d. W. Durent.

e The x further shows that during the firs$ elsven months
of 1886, 101,398 (slc.) ears of grain and miscellansous goods have been
received at St. Panl, and 68,284 (sic.) sent out. By the river the re-
celpts snd ghipments were as follows:

g&ﬂﬁuﬁ_ﬂg

8, mamde

Toade sorda-
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Contin'd from P. 676-B

The statistics of Minneapolis show that 1,843,370 (slec.) tons of
freight were received and 1,850,160 (sic.) tons wers shipped, all by rail.
There were 32,738,980 (stc.) Yushels of wheat received and 4,929,230 (ste)
shipped. Tlour, received, 21,766 (sis.) darrels; shipped, 5,428,581 (stc ).
The shipments from Duluth were 1,500,000 (siec.) darrels flour, 185,000,000
{s1e.) Dushels wheat, 300,000 (sic.) tons iron ors, 800,000 (sie.) tons
eonl. There were 1,088 (sic.) arrivals of vessels and 1,084 (slc.) clear-
ances, making a total of 2,170 (sic.), against 1,803 (sie.) last yeer.

Imports smounted to $65,837 (sic.); goods in transit, $104,040 (sie.);
exports, $2,419,460 (ple.). There were 209 (slec.) days of navigation.
Fifteon regular tow bdoats and paeicets plied the 3t. Croix river.

On the Red éver thers are four steamers having nineteen consort
barges, beside oneg government steamer. There is no record of tonnsge
movement ."
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Lake Superior -
Mipsinsippi River :
Lake Superior - St.Croix.

The St. Paul Daily Globe
IX 24 Monday, Jan. 24, 1887
Historical Soclety. L. 8. Staples

P.#1, Cols. #6 and #6. Article captioned "Will Save Milllons.*

*A Report to the Chamber of Commerce in Favor of a Big Canal in
Minnesota.”

"At this morning's meeting of the dilrector's of the chambder of
commerce /St.Paul/, an important report will ba submitted by the comnit-
tes on Missiassippi river, respecting the commection by canal of the
waters of that river and Lake Superior. The report has been made after
sonsultations with men who have studied this guestion, and embrases the
resulte of the investigations of englneers who have made surveys. The
tenor of the report is ia favor of the project. It is aes follows: 'The
comnittee on the ¥Wississipp!l river, to whom was referred the resclutions
of J. ¥. MaClung, asking a report upon the feasidility and expediency
of connecting the waters of Lake Superior with the Mississippl river and
the beat measures to secure the {mprovement, i1f found expedient and
possivle, would respectfully resport the accompanying communication from
Bon. Y. H. Folsom, formarly a state senator from Taylor's Falls, incloe-
ing a veport to the Tegislature upon the smubject by L. K. Stannard and
R. R. Davis and snother Yy George R. Stunts,showing the feasibility and
sxpediency of the proposed improvement, and giving facts and figures in
detail which ghould de printed and preserved for reference, but which
are too voluminous to allow more thun s brief summary in this report.
Yrom these documents we make the following extracts: In March, 1885,
$3,000 (slc.) was appropriated by the lLegislature of M{nnesota,for sur-
veys. Three sroutes were surveyed by L., K. Stannaxd and R. R. Davis -~
one from Taylor'e Falls by way of the 5S¢, Oroix river to Namekagon river,
up this river and across the sumnit to Thite river and by that to the
lake. Another at St. Croix to upper 8%. Croix lake, thence across the
sunuit to the Bois Brule river, thence to the lake. A third route at
::; G:!oix to Xettle river up to lioose lake, Hanging Horns lake to LEf%

d river.

Their conclusions were that the small appropriation 4id not give
them either time or means to make any accurate survey of any route; that
the Namekagon route, 260 (sic.) niles long, was abjectionable on this
account; that the Brule river route was the shortest and best, being
185 (slc.) miles long, but had the disadvantage of having no natural
harbor at the lake, and the Kettle river route, about 200 (sic.) miles
long, was the most expensive of the three, %ut had a good harbor, alresdy
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fmproved, at Superior bday.

My, Ogorgs R. Stuntz, in an article pudlished on the sudject snys!
'Can Lake St. Croix at S%illwater de connected with Lake Superior YWy canal
and slack water navigation? Yes. This guestion has been definitely settl-
ed by the recent examination of the United States engineers, under the direc-
tion of Maj. Charles J« Allen, of the source of the S8t. Croix river, with

roforoncg to the conastruction of re Tvo! {-éby ooutmt!ng a dem one mile .

T Ake ol o Movit e Creek; oL e O 28 \ Lonouth Ay fr QAL
.hothhu watay twventy-Pfive feat. cutting o em'l mentrﬂn ot wide,

twelve feet deep, one and a half miles long acroses the mumit, and dullding a
dam in town 46 (eslc.), renge 10 (sic), acrose the Byrule viver high enough to
raise the water to the same height as the dam on the 5%, Croix, and yon gon-
struct & lake thirty miles long, affording uninterrupted navigation across
the summit for that distance, and utilize the waters of the 5t, Croix and
its branches and the Brule's and the amount of water (18,300 [sie.] euvis
feet per mimute from the 5t. Croix and 5,808 [;127 per minute from the Brule)
is sufficient to pass vessels through locks 75 [l-ie,] feet wide, 300 Ein_J
fect long, 12} /sic/ feet 11ft, at the rate of three per hour or 72 /sle./
in 24 [sic./ hours at the driest season of the year. This ssttles the ques-
tion of practicability.’

He estimates twenty-eight locks and dams batween Stillwater and the
sunmit, and thirty locks and ten dame on the Brule river, and the whole cost
as less than eight millions of dollars, with an average cost per mils of

CvM
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$40,000. Continuing, he says! 'Will 1% pay to spend this money? It costs

now from 5 {ale.) %6 7 (sie.) cents a Bushel $o ship wheat by rail from
Prescoti %o lake Superfor, and it has %o pass through one elevator, if not
two, on the routs. By water 1t can be carried for 2 (sic) cents par bushel.
The same for a bushel of corn., It now goste about $2.50 (ele.) per ton for
all that class of goods received in exchange for graia, oil, coal, salt, iron
and maghinery, ¥ith this improvement this class of goods can be carried for
60 (sic.) cents per toné; The surplus oropas of Northwest Wiscoasin, inelud-
ing the valleys of the Chippews and St. Crolx rivers, capable of producing
15,000,000 (sic.) Yushels of wheat ammually, 4f they do not do it at present,
and Southern Minnesota 30,000,000 (sic.) bughels of wheat and other produsts
equal in tonnage to one-third of that amount, or 60,000,000 (sic.) surplus.
This improvement, on exports nlons, would be a saving to the states of
$3,000,000 (sis.) a year. In three years, with favorable sessons, more than
the full cost of the improvement would be saved to the region bdensfiteds. The
eatimates that a dam at the mouth of the 8t. Oroix holding a three=foot head
on tiile lake as a reserve from the spring freshets would store wp 34,073,600
(sic:) ouble yards of water %o be used in the dry seeson in Angust and
September to improve the navigation of the Missiasippl river, and contimming
this plan %o the source would afford a continuous reservoir 150 {slc.) miles

long.
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Another Route.

Myr. Foleoom writes that the Homn. H. M. Rice gave him much valuable
information of a connection from Upper St. Croix lake to Bt. Louls river
harbor as belng & practical route passing over the high lands dividing the
fuperior and 8t. Croix wabers, through & country suscepiible of easy improve-
ments, with no {nsurmountabdle hillg to overcome = a distance of about
thirty-five miles. 'Thip route would be well supplied with reservoirs, and
should engineering skill prove it available would bs the most direct route.
Small streams Detween upper 9t. Croix lake and the siate line, flow from the
porth into the 9%, Oroix river, whose sources almost interlock with streams
flawing north into St. louis bay. I would recommend a mimute exsmination of
all of the country Detwesn Kettle and 3t. Croix rivers, for herein lies the
shorteat route to lalre Superior, Yut the shortest route to nake sastern con=

nections would %8 by the Nemaltagon (sfc.) and White rivers to Ashland. The

enlargenant of 5t. Mary's canal and Hay river %o glve twenty feet of water

and the improvemant by the Dominion govermment of the Velland snd lachine
cazals are all Deing prepared for the passage of vessels of 3,000 (ele.) tons
burden bYetwesn DIuluth and Suropean ports. The Dominion government has under
consideration also a ship canal across the isthemus severing Nova Scotia from
the continent, tims shortening the commercial trads bdetwesn St. Lawrence and
the Atlantic eities. With all these enterprises and our St. Croix canal open-
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ed, we will be from 300 (siec.) to 500 (sic.) miles nearer the markets of the
world than at present, the route will be traversed in two-thirds of the time,
our grains going out from the head of the eontinent protected by cur northern
elimate without breaking tmlk, will reach mavicets quickly and be fresh and
pure. iigares can hardly compute the vast smount of transportation that will
ultimately pass over this northern route. Ocean steamers will be constructed
especially for this inland American trade, as was the case with the Sues canal,
Pundreds of vessels are smployed transporting crude iron are from Lake Superior
eastward for mmelting and menufacturing. If a portion of this trade could be
¢enterad into our upper Mississippi valley, when the ores of Superior meet
nidway the coal from the south of us, vho oan estimate the resmults? These
northern mineral regions are becoming hives of industry which are baing fed
from our prairies.'

Mr. Folsom concludes his commnication with the following valuabdble

data: ‘Our high latitude, which is sneered at by the sophistical reasoner as

againet the northern route, ie sheer fallacy. Noats canmot go to Chicago unill
the Stralts of Mackinae are open, at which time they can g» %o Lake Superior.
The straits and 8t. Mary's canal close from the lst %o 15th of December. The
average opening of the Straits of Mackinac in a series of years is from April

1 %o April 1B; of Hudson river, at New York, from March 6 %o April 7; of the
bay at Supdrior, from March 20 to May 5; of the bay at Ashland and Bayfield,
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from March 20 to April 33,

The conclusions to which your committee have arrived are that the vast
interests and possidilities of the immense empire lying between Lake Superior
and the Pacific ocean, yet in its infancy and destined to de the granary of
the world -~ demands of this gsneration a far-seeing and lideral policy in
opening up and utilising all our waterways; and that no expense is too great
which will bring Lake Syperior and the seaboard to our doors, and enable us

v
to avall ourselses of the bYest advantages in all the markets of the world.

¥o recommend that the commmnication and documents de forwarded to the Legisla-
tures of Minnesota and Vigconsin with the request of this chamber that an
appropriation de made sufficient to insure further examinations and more ac~
curate and scientific surveys, and that a memorial be addressed to Congress
asking that this project be placed upon the role of {mprovements to be recognis-
od as of national importance and deriving a fair proportion of the natiomal
bounties for improving the waterways of the country."

[Signed/ J. ¥. MoGlung.

Chairman Mississippi River Committes.




Lake Siperior -
St.Crolx River.

The S5¢. Paul Daily Globe
IX 2B Tuesday, Jamuary 25, 1887.
Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples.

#4, Col. #1 captioned "The Canal Project.” [Bditorial Comment/

*The favorable repvort submitted to the chamber of commerce yester-
day oconcerning the construction of a canal to connect the Miseigsippl river
with the great unsalted sea; is a matter deserving the serious consideration
of our lawe-makers. It is doubiful vhether any scheme of greater public ime
portance has ever been brought to the attention of our Northwestern pecpls.
Once it was supposed to be chimerical. Now it is demonstrated to be practi-
cal, and at a eost comparatively insignificant. It is not a scheme of loeal
consequsnce exclusively, but it involves interests of national importance.
Vhea once the waters of the Mississippl and of Lake Superior are united there
will be a great unbroken inland sea extending through the hearty of this vast
gountry, and oircling on until New York and New Orleans can be brought in
direct water commnication without the perils of an ocean voyage. The maximum
cost of the projected canal is estimated at $20,000,000 (sic.). /When we
remember that the saving of freight on the grain products of Minnesota and
Wisconsin alone would pay the cost of construction within less than ten years,
it does seem that there ought to be no hesitation on the part of these two
states to Sake hold of 4% at once. But when it 1s furthermore demonstrated
that the making of this canal will add more millions .anmually to the indus-
trial productions of the Northwest than the total cost of the canal, it does
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goen that thers should be anxiety $o hurry its completion. And in addition $o
all thig, when once Congress understands the national importance of this enter-
prise, the federal governunant will promptly contritute to its conastruction.

In the meantime it will be necessary for the initial steps to He taken by the
foguhturn of the two states most directly interested in the matter. MNinnesots
and Vigoconsin must be the first to put their shouldsrs %o the wheel. The gods
help those who first help themselves."




Lake Superior -
8t. Croix River

8%, Panl Dally OGlode
.4 29 Bat. Jan. 29, 1887

Hist. ’Qﬂ.t’ L. 8. Gttplcl.

#4, Cols. #3 and #4. Article captioned "Voige of the People.”
"That Canal Project.”

"'rq the Bditer of the Globe.

In a recent {ssus of your generally correct paper appeared, uander
somevhat enlarged headiines, an article descriptive of a proposed canal
uniting the head waters of the Mississippi via the 85t. Oroix with those of
Lake Superior, by which s cheap transit would de obtalned for a large share
of the profuse of the NHorthwest. I saw in the paper to-day a memorial had
passod the house asikting Oongress to consider an appropriation f£fo further
the sane project. While I reslize that 1t would be folly to prevent the
Legislature from advertising us to the world ag fools, in this as well as
in other matters, a feeling of kindness for the Globe, and a desire %o pre-
vent itz belng imposed upon, prompts me to sey that when the project was
born, some ten or a dozen years eince, its warmest advocates were those who
were charged with the expenditure of the sppropriation for the survey. Armed
with implemtnis that were better calculated to capture gams and lure the
specicled beauties from thelr native pools than to measure 4istances and de-
termine levels, this corps of distinguished engineers journeyed northward,
never stopping until the appropriation was exhausted. In ascending the
might St. Croix (1) (sic.), which 1s spoken of so confidently as one of the
avenues of commerce, they were frequently compelled to pack their birch bark
canoces for miles, on account of the scarcity of water. The report submitted
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subsequently was so vague and unsatisfactory that the Legislature refused to
makce any further appropriation in the matter. There are men here who will
readily recall the fact that when the scheme was first started, it was then
claimed that the low water in the Upper Wississippi [sbove 5t. Anthomy Falls.]
could be obviated and navigation assured by the use of the said canal, which
(on paper) [sic,] would tap lake Superior and obtain therefrom sufficient
water for all purposes of navigation as before stated. Just how that eould
be accomplished, however, does not appear, inasmuch as the line of levels
and profile of the B%t. Paul and Duluth railroad show that the ordinary water
mark in the Nississippl at 5t. Paul is some sixty odd feet above the level
of Lake Superior, from which the water was to be drawn.

There are men who, from their intimate knowledge of the region through

which the proposed canal would run, that will tell you truthfully that the

lakes referred to in the reports made by the sald surveyors amount to nothing
for the purposes of lockage water.

The writer has crossed the Upper 8t. Croix vhen there was not water
enough in the stream to fill a tea kebttle, and as a matter of fact, if all
the water resources of the whole divide where the lockage would be mostly re-
quired were combined, 1t would still be insufficient, even if thers was no
evaporation, or other causes of waste.

lr. Editor, for the reputation of your excellent paper, go a little

glow before you subseribe to any very large amount of stocdlc in the aforesaid
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enterprise, unless you are a sportsnan and can fix it #0 you can get in as
one of the party in the John Phoenix corps, for which an appropriation will
probably be asked of the present Lagislature.

In conclusion, I would add that if Donnelly is going to compel the

Daluth road to earry wheat from St. Paul to Duluth for five cents per bushel,

there is not any cheap transit needed, anyhow."

[Bigned]  Osliven

Pine City, Jan. 28,




Lake Superior -
Croix Rlver

8%. Paul Dally Globe
IX 29 Sat. Jan. 29, 1887

Hint. %ci“’ L. 8. sttpl..-

$4, Col. 3, artiole captioned "The Canal Project."
[Fattorial coment of subject matter 1isted on pages €79-A-B~C and 3./

*in a commnication published elsevhere, a Pine City correspondent
objects to the proposition to have the Legislature makte an appropriation
for a preliminary survey of the projected canal connecting the waters of
the Migsisslippl and Ialke Superior. He bases hls objestion on the following
grounds!: DPirst, that the estimales that have been published are untrust-
worthy becauses the parties who made them were not englneers, but only local
surveyors, and that the survey was made with ghotguns and fishing poles.
Secondlyy that the topographical conditions of the country Shrough which the
proposed canal 18 %o pass render it absolutely impossible to dig a canali
and in the third place that the Miestissippi river at the mouth of the St.
Croix is sixty feet higher than Lake Syperior. If the statements made by
- our gorrespondent are correct, the obstacles in the way would be so appar-
snt Shat the canal project would have %o be abandoned. But it is because of
the absence of facts that the preliminary survey 1s necessary -~ not a sur-
vey made by a fishing party out on a summer excuraion, tut a survey made by
a capable corpas of engineers acting upon competent suthority. That is what

is wanted and what the Leglslature is asiced to securs."




Lake Buperior -
8¢t.Croix River.

8t. Paul Daily Olobe.

X 26 Wed. Jan. 26, 1887
Hist. Sgclety L. 8, Btaples

#4, Ool, #7 Captioned "They Should Explain.;" par. #5.

Lixtracy/

W
eesenthe house [Hinnesota Legislaturs/ also adopted a memorial

to Congress for an appropriation of 525,000 (sie.) for a survey of lands
connocting Lake Superior with the 8t, Croilx river. Thiz is the canal plan

discussed before the 5t. Paul Chamber of Commerce on Monday last, **+%n




Lake Superior -
8t. Croix

St. Paul Daily Globe
1x 3 Monday, Jan. 31, 1887

Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples,
#4, Col. #3, article headed "The Canal Project."”

"To the Witor of the Globe.

Dear Birt Your Saturday's issus sontains an article purporting
to have been written at Pime City. 'Caliban’ says he has crossed the St.
Croix wvhen there was not water enough te wet his fest. He must have done
so as the outlet of the upper spring source, and a man possessing the least
degree of manhood wunjd not guestion the fasts as set forth that large
reservolrs can be estadblisghed near the divide on any of the head waters of
the 5. Oroix. Another misrepresentation about the hsight of Lake 8t. Croix
being sixty feet above lake Superior. The fact is Lake Supsrior is 160 (sie.)
feat above Lake 5t. Croix. 'Caliban' knowe Put littls of the great demand
of the West. This important connection is demanded, and will ultimately be
made, Virst the Hemnepin and Rock eanal; seecond, the Fox and Wisconsin canal;
third, the 5t. Crolx and Talte Superior canal. The '78 (sle,) state appropria-
tion was inadequate to make a scientific survey. Bélieving in the feasibili-
ty of thie canal, I sign my name to this commmnication.”

E’.mg ¥. H. C. Folsonm.
8t. Paml, Jan. 29.

Ibid. P.4, Ool, 2 [E@ttorial Comment velative to the foregoing commmication.]
The Canal Project
"lir. Folsom takes up the cudgel this morning in defense of the canmal
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rroject. He says that an sceurate selentific survey was not made becsuse
the appropriation of 1875 was not suffieient, Dut that the survey went far
enough to demonstrate the practicadility of comnecting the St. Croix and

Lake Superior waters. 8o far as the importance of thias canal 1s concerned,

N
it gannot be over-estimated. At the same time the state and national govern-

mentes will not want to weste any money on a project that is impracticable,

The ggtional éivernment ought to meke the preliminary survey, and there can
be no reasonable objectiom to the state Leglslature memorializing Congress

in favor of the proposition. If it 1s once demonstrated by a survey made by
eompetent engineers that the ganal cannot be constructed, that will be the
end to 13° But 1f 1t should turn out, as 1t probably will, that an ascurate
purvey would demonstrate that the scheme is feasible and could be accomplished
at an expemse not exeseding $20,000,000 (sic.), then there should be no de-

lay ip pushing 1t to ecompletiomn."
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St. Croix Migsissippi Sale of Power Site.

8%. Paul Dally Gjobe.
Ix 35 Feb. 4, 1887

Minn. Hist. Soec. L. S. Staples

#2, Col. #2, article headed "The Taylor's Falls Power."

"Hon. J. A. Baker of St. Croix Falls, was at the Merchants (hotel,
St. Paul) yesterday. A Globe reporter inquired of him as to the outcome
of the negotiations for the sale of 8,000 (sic.) acres of land adjacent
to the extensive water power of the St. Croix river at Taylor's Falls,
Minn. These lands have been held for many years by the Cushing estate, of
which My. Baker is the agent. He sald: 'We had given an option on those
lands running until yesterday to a St. Paul party, who wanted a short
extension in order to complete the purchase, but as negotiations upon the
game terms of sale had been entered into with Chicago parties, I have
just telegraphed the latter, closing the sale %o them. I have further
given the Chicago parties an option on Gen. Benjamin ¥. Butler's 40,000
(ste.) acres in the same loecality, and as the buyers wanted the property
all together I consider the whole lot as good as sold.'

This deal, it is thought, will have the effect of putting new

enterprise into this district, which is only about forty miles north of

8t. Paul, as the terms of sale of the Cushing lands include the privileges
of one of the finest water powers in the Northwest, situated in a district
that is noted both for the value of its surrounding agricultural lands and

hardwood forests.”




St. Croix Mississippl Purchase of Power Site.

St. Paul Daily Globe
b § 4 48 Thurs. Feb. 17, 1887

Mian. Hist. Soc. L. 8. Staples

#1, Col. #2, article headed "A Heavy Purchase.”

Special to the Globe.

#"St. Croix Falla, Wisc., Feb. 16.- Hon. Isasgc Staples, of

Stillwater /_'t-ho writer's great great \mclg » Glosed a bargain with lMajor

J. 8. Baker, of this place, yesterday for the entire interest of the
Cushing estate at this point. Mr. Staples is gquoted as having sald that

he has bought this property for the purpose of improving it and manufactur-
ing his fmmense lot of pine lying on the upper St. Croix and tritutaries,
which amounts to about 300,000,000 (sic.) feet. He will duild a solid dam
on the site of the former one, rebuild and perhaps extend the old canal,
erect large saw mills on the St. Croix falls side, and make such other im-
provements as are necessary to furnish ample power for other mamufacturing
purposes. Twenty-five hundred acres of farming and timbered lands were com-
prised in this pale, besides 1,080 (sic.) lots in this village.”




Lake Superior -
St.Croix River

8t. Paul Daily Globe
IX a2 Ved. Mar. 23, 1887

uiﬂn- Htﬂtn 500- L' sQ St&pll!!o

#4, Cols. #5 and #6 captioned *THE VALUZ OF CANALS.®  [Extracts]

#The latest official action in regard to a canal from the upper
Migsissippl to the great lakes i1s that of the board of United States engi-~
peers. The report of that board dated Dee. 30, 1886, and printed in
Exocutive Document Number 65 (sic.); Forty-ninth Gongress, second session,
states as follows: 'Ag the practiecal importance of a through route b
way of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, great changes have occurred during
the past twenty-four years. Rallroads have multiplied and by sharp com-
petition between themselves may msintain rates at so low figures that 1%
is very doubtful 1f an ordinary canal can compete with them so as %o
materially re@uce rates over a route so unfavorable as that from Breenm
Bay to the Mississippi. At any rate, action should be delaysd um~-
$11 the limit of practical improvement in the low water navigation of the
Missicsippl from St. Paul downward has deen datermined. That Jimit will
fix the depth demanded in a canal traversing the valley of the Wiggonsin.'

[Discussion relative to the Fox-Visconsin rivers cansl follows,
along with comment bearing on the Hennepin cmﬂ

#:%¢  There has been some disocussion of the subject of a canal between
Lake Superior and the Missiecsippl By the way of the St. Croix river. The

bvenefits of such a canal, if one were practicabdle, to a great area of the
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Northwest, and especially to that portion $ributary to St. Paul and
Minneapolis, would be immense. I have been told by an able engineer that
the practicabdility of such a cannl depends on whether the topography of
the summit between the lake and the Misgsissippi admite of the construction
of reservoirs. A survey %o determine this single guestion could be made
without much expense. The reservoirs for the Miami canal system eoccupy
28,000 (sic.) acres.

Assuming that all three of the canal routes are feasible, namely,
the Hennepin (which united the waters of Lske Michigan with the Migeissippi
via the Illinols river), the Fox and the Wisconsin and the St. Croix, what
should be the plan of proceeding by the friends of these measures so far
as regards their construction by the general govermment? I think it ghould
be, first, to concentrate eoffort im support of that canal which has She
best show of early success. The Hennepin canal seems now %o be that one.
The success of that will so educate the public in faver of canals that the
government will be constrained to undertake the Pox and Wisconsin canal,

and when that is dome it can undertake the one along the 8t. Croix if sur-
veys show the route to be practicable. This is the course I would expect

followed 1f the works were undertaken solely by the general goveranment.
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But 1f separate states or cities cared %o undertake elther of the works,
(and undoudtedly the St. Croix canal might with good reason be so built)
they could be finished sooner. People sometimes exklaim against canals
on account of thelr expense, but such an argument has no weight with me.
If a ﬁuto for a canal is feasible, then, according to the experience of
all nations, the necessary expense for its construction is a wise and
beneficent investment. If the single state of New York more than half a
century ago, and vhen it had tut a million inhabitants, could successfully
bulld a canal over three hundred miles long, surely the United States,
with the improved machinery of the present day, ¢an ank ought %o tuild
these canals to unite the 'Great Lakes' with the 'Oreat Father of Waters.'

While commercial and industrial interests demand thelir construction we

eé
have no right to treat with indifferent the military benefits they would

afford in time of war. ****  /Digscussion relative to Illinois and Michigan
canal and the proposed Hennepin canal concludes this articl_o] .
[Bigned.] C. C. Andrews.
[Gen. Andrews, U. S. englneers/
[Dated] St. Panl, March 22,




Clearwater and
Red Lake River Red River of the North Power Site

St. Paml Daily Globe
Ix 100 Sunday, April 10,1887

Vinn. Hist. Sec. L. 8. Staples

#1, Col. 2, article headed "Its Power Immense.”

"Special to the Glode.

Red Lake Falls, ¥Minn., April 9.~ Another immense water-pawer is

o be utilized at once just at the junction of the two rivers [the Red lake

and Clearwater rivesy. The dam will be Tuilt just below the Bumetion,
the race running from the Clearwater at a point thirty rods up the stream,
i1t Vvelng elighty rods long. Careful estimates by the engineers show the
power to be at least 10,000 (sts) horse.”




8t. Louis

85t. Panl Daily Globe.
IX 210 Friday, July 29,1887

Hist. Soc. L. 8. Staples

#2, Gol, #2 ~ article headed "To Stop Bridge Bullding.”

"A sult was commenced in the United Statee clireuit court
yesterday by Gen. N. Baxter, United States attorney sgainst the St.
Panl snd Dnluth Railroad compasny. The complaint allsges that this
gompany is erecting a bridge over the St. louils river, about four miles
from its mouth, whigh, if completed, will seriously interfers with
navigation om 1t. As the river flows between Minnesota and Wissonsin

gt that point relief is sought in the United States eourts.”




A
Oaneral Itenm.

Drouth

8t. Panl Daily Globe.
Ix 210 Friday, July 26,1807,

Minn. Higt. Soc. Le 8. Staples

Rdltorial on page #4, Col. #2, headed "A THIRSTY BARTH."

"Are wo drying up? That i1s the question perplexing the North
American continent to-day. The inecreasing fremuency of drouths and
their prolonged duration make the gquestion a very serious one. The old
gettler will tell you of the time when they didn't lmow what a drouth
was in this section of the country. And the same sld settler will also
tell you that the lakes and rivers contain less water than when he first
knew them, and he will point out to you here and thers in various locsli-
ties & gpot of dry land where a lake stood when he first knew the country.
Putting these two facte together we naturally inquire as to wibather the
drought canse the loss of water supply or is the drying up of the lakes
and other water sources which canse the drouths. At an offhand shot we
might be inclined to take the affimmative of the first proposition, and
yot upon a 1little reflection we would probably conclude that the latter
is the correct one. The loss of the nmatural water supply is the cauge of
the drouths, and the people of this country are responsible for it. This
loss ie produced by the wholesale draining of the country. In the eager
desire to subject every avalladle spot of land to tillage, our farmers are
rodbing the country of its water supply. The land is drained of its mols-
ture. Our farmers have run their $illing through the sloughs, they have




A
General Item.

Drouth

8t. Panl Daily Glode.
Ix 210 Friday, July 29,1887,

Minn. Higt. Soe. L' s. stq)l.'

Editorial on page #4, Col. #2, headed "A TEIRSTY RARTH."

"Are we drying up? That 1s the guestion perplexing the North
American continent to-day. The incrsasing frequency of drouths and
their prolonged duration make the gquestion a very serious one. The gld
getiler will tell you of the time when they didn't kmow what a drouth

was in this section of the country. And the same old settler will also

tell you that the lakes and rivers contalin less water than when he first

knew them, and he will point out to you here and there in various locali-
ties & spot of dry land where a lake stood when he first kanew the couniry.
Putting these two factis together we maturally ingquire as to whbather the
droukht camse the logs of water supply or is the drying up of the lakes
and other water sources which cause the drouths. At an offhand shot we
might bs inclined to take the affirmative of the first proposition, and
yet upon a little reflection we would probably conclude that the latter
1s the correct ons. The lose of the natural water supply is the cause of
the &rouths, and the people of this country are responsible for it. This
lose is produced by the wholssale draining of the comntry. In the sager
desire to subject svery available spot of land to tillage, our farmers are
robbing the country of its water supply. The land is drained of its mois-
fure. Our farmers have run their tilling through the sloughs, they have
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drawn out the water from the -vuq;. they bave dried up the pond, they have

obliterated the little lakes, and as 2 compensation for 1t the country is
visited year after year with drouth. The duilding of so nany railroads
is also contridbuting to the drymess of our atmosphere. REvery cut that
{eol. #3) 1s made 48 a drainage to carry off the molsture of the earth.

In the light of all these faots &% beocomes an important question to deter-
mine what to do to sounteract the evil that is belng done by the lmprove-
mants that are necessary to the development of the eountry. At any refe
1t 15 well to consider and discuss 1% that the people may devise some means
whereby these troubles may be oversome. Of a number of suggestions that
have been made respecting this theory, the most thoroughly sensible one
that we have seen is o suggestion contained in Hill's National Builder.
¥Mr. ¥411 holds %o the theory that artiquial grainage is not only contri-
batory to drouths, dut is also the canse of the frequent tornadoes that
devastate 3o many sections of the comntry. Drouth seldom prevails in the
Raropean ¢ontinent, and i1ts abscence 1= aseribed to the fogs and moisture
which are driven upon the continent by the west winds. The moisture is
drsawm from the ocean and wafted inland, particularly freshening the ver-
dure of Ireland, and hemce the brilliant green of the Hmerald Isle.

The remedy that Myr. Hill suggests 1s that the farms of the inland
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states be dotted with ponds and minature lakes. Instead of running the
draine through and out of the swamps, they should lead %o an excavation
of such size as clrcumstances will peynit, which ghould be made at o
depth of three or four feet, where the water will gathor and will remain
throughout the year to furnish moisture which, through evaporation, will
pass into the clouds to be returned in rainfall to the nesdy earth. He
thinike that it would be wiser for the government, instead of expending

millions of dollars in building levees and embaniments along the great
watexr

rivers, to nmake this expenditure in holding m}\mrc it li needed in the

up~-gountry.”




Sale of Water Power

St. Paul Daily Globe
Ix 228 Tuesday, Aug. 16, 1887

Minn. Hist. Soe. L.S.8taples

#1, Col. #2, article headed "SOLD for CAGH.®

"Special to the Globe.
Duluth, Minn., Aug. 15.~ The eonfirmation of rumors regarding

the sale of a seven-twentieth interest in the 5t. Louis River Improvement

sompany' ¢ water pover by Jay Cook and ethers for $700,000 (sic.) eash

has ereated interest in this section. Private dispatches received this
afternoon state that the work of comstructing several dams near Fond du

Lae will be let to contractors as soon as possible.”




surlisdiction of dam.

St. Paul Dally Globe
§ 264 Wed. Sept. 21, 1887

Minn. Hist. See. L.3.Staples

#4, Col. #8; article headed "Stillwater News." [Extract/

“The lumbermen of thie city have been having a big ruction with
the people of Pine City over the raising of the gates at the Chengwatonna
dam near that village. The flow of water from that stream is necessary
to float the logs out, and armed with the propsr decree ffom the court,
they were raised. A posse of indignant eitisens, however, %oo strong to
be resisted by the deputy sheriff in charge of the dam, tlosed them during
the night and thus stopped the flow of the water. It is claimed that
drawing off the water breeds diseamse, and the people there claim that
their rightes sghould be respected in this regard. As the sesson is too far
advenced to make the danger from malaria very great in this letitude, there
seems to be other causes at worle which takes this as a pretext. Whether
the people of Pine county can successfully resist a decres of the court

remains to de seen.®
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Bridge dispute. (Contimaed)

St. Paml Daily Globe.
IX 268 Thars. Sept. 32, 1887

Hinn. Eist. Spe. L. 8. Staples

§4, Col. 6 headed "Rallroad Matters." [Extract/

[iaars Vashington, D.D. date-line of Sept. 20]

"The visit of James Smith to the war department on Saturday is
believed to have been in the interest of the St. Panl and Duluth reads,
of which corporation he ig the eounsel. Inasmuch as the secretary of war,
adjutant general and other responsidle officlals were in Philadelphia,
he was unable to scoomplish anything. *** It will be remembered that
Comgress passed a law granting the right to the St. Panl and Duluth read
to construet & dridge over the St. Iouls river, from Duluth te Superior,
subject to the approval of the seserstary of war. That official has not
yet spproved the plans, nor satisfied himself as to the legality of all
the preliminary arrangements in the premises. The road intends not only
to cross the river and touch Superior City, tut it intends %o push along
the morthern $ler of counties of Wisconsin to Ashland, and possibly to
Sault Bte. Marie. Consequently, this bridge, as a preliminary measure,

1g of the utmost importance. *** There seems to be no objection %o the

bridge, either from Duluth or Bupor!or:* noy 1s there any open opposition

from rival corporations, to amount %o anything."”

*[The opposition came from Gen. N. Baxter, U. S. attormey, acting for the
government, the latter alleging the bdridge would iaterfere with navigation.

See my page #687./




Vermillion Lake and
River, also Burnt Side Lake Navigation project.

St. Paul Clobe
Ix 282 Sunday, Oect. 9, 1887.

Minn. Hist. Sec. L. 8. Staples

#11, Col. #B6 -~ headed "DULUTH MATTERS."

Special to the Globe.

"Duluth, Minn., Oct. 8.- A company of capitalists and men well-
versed in the tertuous paths of cance voyageurs in the regionm north of
Tower [Minn.] and abuting on the Vermillion range, have tsken preliminary
steps toward improving the navigation of a series of lakes that lie parallel
to valuable parte of the iron range not toushed by railroad. The improve-
ment will consist of widening the portage trails and improving the ap-
proaches to the portages, despening and elearing out several small rivers
and creeks and erecting sultable stopping places and freight warehouses.
Upon each lake will be placed ome or more powerful litile steam launches,
eapable of towing freight barges ai the rate of eight or ten miles per hour,
and teams will be stationed upon each portage to expedite the transit of
goods from one lake to another. The tug Minnie Lamont, mow upon Vermillion

lsice, will probably form the first link in the chain of tugs and boats that

will soon ply upon the canoe route between Tower and the international

boundary. From the east end of Vermillion lake toc Burnt Side lake the route
goes by a small ereek to Mud lake and thence over a portage of three-fourthe

of s mile to Burnt Side lake. There are seversl difficulties to be overcomm,

wat they are nmot so great as they appear %o bde at first sight and can be sur-
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mounted by energy and perseverance. U_pon Burnt Side lake the first tug will
be placed by the Lake Route Transportation company, and a barge will be
uilt there this season. One of the moest experienced men in the upper
gountry in lake navigation laft for Chicage to purchawe and forward atn
once a suitable steam launch for this lske, which will be portaged inte
Burnt Side lake during the winter. Whem this boat 1s on Surnt Side machine-
ry for the other boat will be shipped up, the hulls of the boats being buils
unon the shores of the different lakes that they are intended %0 sail wupen,
thus avolding a grest amount of very expensive transportation. The Poute
will be considersbly north of the proposed rallroad extension, and will be

of utmost convenlemee to those who have lands and nining interestas they

desirs to explore and develop east of My [Mimn.7.0 #ese




Headwaters
0 -
@"k.m“j‘k' Lake of Little Semk River. Navigation

St. Panl Dally Globe.
IX 306 Wednesday ~ Nov. 2, 1887

Minn. Hist. Seec. L. 8. Staples

#1, Col. #4; article headed "A MEONLIGHY EXCURSION®

Special to the Globde.

"Osakis, Minn., Nov. 1.~ A big moonlight excursion was given

[ ]
on Osakls Lake this evening by Wes Mann, Captain of the Belle of Osakis,

to the head of the lake and return, making a trip of thirty milea. A
large crowd was in attendance. The Osakis drass band furnished musiec.

This s the last excursion of the season on the lake.”

*Lake Osakis is locate in Douglas and Todd counties Minnesota. It is a
headwater lakke of the Little Sauk river which is a tridb. of the Sauk river,
which, in turn, is a trib. of the Miss.




Zast Two Rivers
Vermillion

8¢t. Paunl Dally Globe.
1x 323 Sas. Nov. 19, 1887

Minn. Hist. Soc. L. B. Staples

#5, Col, #2, atticle head "DULUTH MATTRRS." [Hxtract/
Item #4 titled "BUYING PINE LANDS®

"A company of Duluth men, in conmection with Hastern capitalists,
have for some time been engaged in quietly buying up all good titles to
the Vermillion pine lands that they posaibly eould, and they now intend
to put up a large saw mill at Tower, which is to bde in running order by
next June /18887, 1f not before. The mill, which 1s intended to cut at
least 100,000 (sic.) feet of lumber per day, is to be situated at the
mouth of East Two rivers, upon the site formerly occupied by the Minnesota
Iron company's old -ut.oro. The machinery used will be mostly that now in
Oraff, Nurray & Co's mild ais Rice's Point, this firm's partnership having
expired by limitation, and they are reported as not intending to resume
business, at least in Duluth."
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Red River of the General item of trane-
North portation, comminication, etec.

St. Paul Dally Globe
Ix 331 Sun. Nov. 27, 1887.

#12, Cols. #3 and #4; article headed "Money-Making Men." [lxtracbg]

*##8 40ng of the wealthiest gentlemen in our midst [in St. Puulj. and
one that has been as long in the Northwest as any other who have seen this
whole gountry grow up, is Commodore N. W. Kittson. From his early manhood
to the present time he has lived on the frontier. The old Red river carts,
that before the rallroads came, were the only means of commmnication between
St. Paul and the frontier posts and the Red river reglon, those peculiar little
carte dravn by oxen that were used in former years to come down to St. Paul,
and which two-thirds of the present citizens of St. Paul never saw, were as
familiar to Commodore Kittson as the most common object with which he was ac-
quainted. A large part of his wealth was accumlated in the extreme Northwest
and on the Red River of the North, where for years he had a fleet of boats and

no serious competition. ****,

Tinally, fifteen or sighteen years ago, he and J. J. H11l [of "Rupire

Building” famg/, who was then connected with him in the Red river tusiness,

sold out. These gentlemen Were far-seeing and observing. They knew that the
growth of the country required something more for its development than the
Yoate on the Red River of the North, and the omx-carts, making their slow tedious
way from the Red river valley to St. Paul. Population was then coming into

Minnesota more rapidly. As a state she was attracting attemtion. The valley
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of the Red river was known to be a fertile region. The rallroad, lmown then
as the St. Panl & Pacific, but now as the Manitoba, was secured and extended
to the boundary lins, where it was met by the Canadian yroad. Of gourse, the
railroad naturally ended the boating Tusiness on the Red river, and it subse-
quently dwindled to nothing and was abandoned. **** ’

#s% J. J. Hill 1s entitled $0 be regarded as a phenomenal man in mors
respects than one. Hs is rated as one of the richest men in the city, and is
probably entitled to this reputation. *** FPifteen or eighteen years ago he
was working by the month on the levee /at St. ng in the 0ld warehouse, a
long, low, dingy frame dwelling located where the Milwankee & St. Paul freight
offi ce and warshouse bullding is now located, just below Sidley street, oppo-
site the union depot. He rose from that poaition to the one he now occuples
by his owvn unaided exertions and by means of his own will, industry and native
ability. He is a striking example of the opportunities afforded by our form
of government for a man to pick his way up from poverty, obsourity and to
power, wealth and influence. He then struck intp the hard coal business, the
firm being Hill, Origgs and Acker. [at St. Paul] *** At last he /[H1117 left
that and went out to the Red river country and while running boats on that
stream, he, with others, saw the poassidilities of the Red river valley,and

then turned his mind to getting possession of the old St. Paul and Pacific
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road, now the Manitoba. When once he became engaged in that he put his whole
mind to thé bdusiness, and from that time to the present he has turned his

whole attention to making that road ome of the greatest rallroads in the land.

Ll

® I question this statement, decanse I believe steamboats were used for rans-

portation on the Red River of the North in the years following the year of

1887. 1 may be wrong, but watch items for verification. Staples.
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Red River of the North Water Power Site in Idtigatien.

St. Paunl Dally Globe.
ix 238 Sunday. Dec. 4, 188%7.

Historical Soc. L. 8. Staples

#5, Ool. #2; article headed "In a Receiver's Hands."

"Special to the Glods.

Red Lake Falls, Minn., Dec. 3.- United States Marshal Campbell has
taken pogsession of the large flouring mill property and water power of the
Red Lake Falls Milling and Lumber company and delivered it to Recelver
VWilkinson. This property has been ia litigation for three years and has been
held advarsely by Karl Kretsschmer, the original owner of the property, whe
alleges the title of the Red Lake Falls Milling and Iumber company was obtain-
ed from him through misrepresentations of T. 8. Coffin, who claimed %0 be a

Boston eapitalist. The value of the property is estimated by real estate men

at $75,000 [sig/. The flouring mill is situated on the Red Lake river, and

%3 capacity is 300 [Sic./ barrels per day."




697
Logging Railroads enter
St. Louis river territory.

St. Paul Dally Globde.
iz G44 Sat. Dec. 10,1887

Hist. Sgclety L. 8. Staples

#4| Col. *5. m’.‘l@ hm.d "Pln. La‘d no&ﬂ_l-“

"Daluth, Dec. 9.~ It is atated here that preparations are being made
ﬁy a number of leading logeing companies on the 8t. Louls river to thoroughly
gridiron the i{mmense tractsof pins-bearing territory north of Cloquet with a

system of rallroads, one or more lines of which will be sarsfully graded and

1ald with heavy rvails to be used also as a gsneral freight and passenger road,

leading %o points on the lower Vermillion iron range. The project has been
brought about by frequent expensive and vexatious delays incident to low water,
scareity of snow, ete., from which the millwen and loggers have suffered.

The pine tracts are scarcely touched as yet, snd nearly 3,000,000,000 [eig/.

feet of timber 1s standing in the district to be plerced by the roads.”




8t. Paul Ploneer Press.

XXXV 8 Bun. Jan. 8, 1888

Hist. Soclety L. S. Staples.

#3, Col. #3, captioned "Transpiring in Duluth.”

"Duluth, Special Telegram, Jan. 7. A few days ago a M1l was intyo-
duced in Congress granting the right to put a bridge across the Bt. Lounis
river from Rice's Point to Conmor's Point to the Duluth, Swperior & Wisconsin
railroad. There has bdesn much speculation as to whoge interest the Bll was
introduced. At first 1t was supposed it was the Omaha company, btut that
proved mot to ba the case. The war department referred the bill to Capt.
Quinn, in charge of the harbors of this end of Lake Syperior. His investiga-
tions show that 1% 13 in the interest of the Duluth, South Spore and Atlantie
roadl. It 1s understood that officers of the railrond gompany will be here

in a fow days to look after terminal faclitties.”




Bridge Dispute

The Daily Pioneer Press. [Bt. Panl & Mpls.7

Historical Soclety L.S,8taples

#6, Col. #5, article in par. 2 of "Duluth Doings."

"Special Telegram, dated at Duluth, Jan. 23.-
Opposed $o the Bridge
fThe people of Superior Ei:J are very much opposed to the building
of a bridge across the St. Louls river from Rice's %o Oonnor's Point end
have sent a remonstrance signed by 300 [;inJ citizens %o Senator Spooner
against the bill lately introduced into Congress Yy Senator Sawyer giving

the right te Yridge at that point o the Duluth, Superior & Visconsin road,

which 18 the representative of the Duluth, Syuth Shore & Atlantic. If the
tuilding of the bridge 1s defeated 1% will compel all reads entering Daluth
from the Wisconsin side to cross on the Northern Pacific bridge, or to go
around West Superior to OGrassy Point. It is claimed that the bridge will
be an injury to navigation, tut 1% is a question whether it would be emough

of sn obstruction to warrant the defeat of the scheme." ***
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Interstate Bridge

The Dally Pioneer Press [Bt. Panl & Npls.]
XXXV 38 Sun. Feb. B, 1888

Hist. Society L. S. Staples

$2, Col. #2. ocaptioned "This and That st Dulush®  [Extracts./

"Duluth, Special Telegram, Feb. 4.- Dunluth is especially interested
in a great many measures pending befors Congress and hereafter to be intre-
duced. "** they arve of importance mot oRly to Duluth, Wut $o the whole
Northweet. *** Another measurs of importance is that granting permission
to dridge the entrance to the canal By a pivet bridge, the draw to be the
width of the harbor [Fefers to harbor sanall, and to put a railread bridge
across the harber from Rice's to Mimnesota Point. The latter project is in
the interest of the Duluth Terminal railway company, and, if passad, will re-
sult in making sure the carrying out of the plans of that company %o give
Duluth a terminal system second to nene, which is greatly needed to provide
room for the rapidly inereasing rallway business of the place and to furnish
terminal grounds for many new roads seelting an entrance to the place. There
18 some opposition to ths measure because the bdridge would divide the harder
and make necessary fregquent use of drave by vessels. This is not really a
valid odjection, as there wonld be snough draws %o accommodate all traffiec
without delay, and besides, the harbor is so large that one bridge three
miles from the gentral dosks would practically bs no obstruction at all. ***

The duilding of the bridge across the canal would open up all Minnesota Foint




7T00-B

Contin'd fyom Pg. 700-A

to docks and manufactories, there deing no way now of reaching that portion

of the city from the mainland save by boat." ****
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torical
General Item. Sketch oglﬁogﬂoyunt and
Red River Valley Growth & Development statistics of year of 1887.

The Dally Pioneer Press
v 42 Sat. Feb. 11, 1868

Historical Soclety L. 8. Staples.

#10, Ool. #3 captionsd "Valley of the Red River."

Something of its marvelous growth and wonderful richness of this great wheat-

groving reglon --- Possibllities in other directions. [s'ub-hem_i]

"Fargo, Dak., Speclal Correspondence, Feb. 9.- '"Thirty years ago the
place where we now stand was a howling wilderness,' to quote the oft-repeated s
statement of the orator at the dedication of some down East bridge, dut it is
not forty nor yet twenty years ago that the Red River valley was something of
a wilderness itself, lacking, perhaps, the forests to make the term strictly
applicable. In fact this rich section of country lay waste and desclate until
1871 [S1c.7, when the settlement of the Red river [sic./ walley began. Prior
to that time a few ploneers had located bVetween Fort Abercrombie and the
boundary line, and one small steamer called the International had beem built
and made a few trips domn the river, carrying very little freight and seldem
a passenger. Late in the fall of 1870 [slc./ the Northern Paecific railroad
reached the Red river, and with the advent of the iron horse came the advance
guard of the thousands of gettlers who have since occupied this goodly land,

»

made productive its fertile acres and bullt up the eities and towns. ¥While

the growth of some mining towns may have been more rapid than the growth and

[ ]

This fellow geems inclined to underate the importance of steamboat navigation
upon the Red river, previous to the dates he specifies, as our research will
ghow. Staples.
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development of this reglon, yet such growth has gemerally been of the mshroom
order, and thelr decay and sudsidence equally as rapld. We belleve that in

the settlenent of new countries there never has been sc rapid snd at the same
time substantial and permanent incresse in wealth and population as has talken

place in the Red Biver valley during the past few years. Whenm traveling

through this regionm on the Vanitoba [railrosd/, whirling past well cultivated

farms and through prosperous, thriving towns, it is difficult to realize that
less than itwenty years ago one could travel for two hundred miles through the
vhole of thig valley without seeing a white man, or lecking upon a single
cultivated field. During the winter of 1871-72 [sie./ many of the newly arriv-
ed setilers at the crossing of the Red River by the Northern Pacific lived in
tents, fared sumptuously on canned provisions, crackers and jJask rabdbits, and
for exercise shoveled snow and played seven-up. These men were the pioneers
who started the ¢ities of Moorhead, Minn., and Fargo, Dak., and a number now
live in fine, handsomely furnished residences near the location of their old
tent. Inm 1872 [slc.] two loads of wheat were brought to Moorhesd and sold,
which two loads of about one lmndrsd bushels constituted the whole erop of
vheat raised and marketed in the Red river valley that season. The total yleld
of wheat raised in the munties of Case [sie./, Tralll, Grand Forks, Walsh

and Penbina, Dak., and Olay, Normas, Pold, Marshall and Kittson [Sounties/,
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Minn., all bordering on the Red River, for the year 1887 [sig] was twenty-four
million bumhels. A marvelous increase! Testifying alike to the richness of
the soil and the rapidity with which this reglon has been brought under culti-
vation. This represents only the one item of wheat raising, but other produc
tions have correspondingly increased. The yleld of oats, barley and vogetables
have increased from year to year, and added largely %o the wealth of the vale
ley. Daizy products have also kept pace with the growth in grain and vegetable
profductions, and a large snount of btter and chesse 1s made each year. Clay
county, Minn., took the second premium at the state falr last year Bor the
oxhibt of products of the soil, and its admirable display of grain and veget-
ables attiracted much favorable eomment.

Diversified Interests.

The Red river valley has generally besn considered solely a whaat
raising country, and while as such 4% has justly attained a world-wide reputa-
tion, yet 1t is repidly coming into prominence as a stock country. HNot that
there are large ranges and vast herds of cattle, But there are many fine stock
farms in the valley, with some of the best dlooded stock to be found anywhara.
In the ten counties above named /page 701-D/ there were in 1887 [ste.], 62,000

[S1a.7 horses, 100,000 [sic./ head of cattle, and 22,000 [sic./ hogs -~ surely

a good ghowing for a prairie grain-growing region, But it 1s in vheat ralsing
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that the Red river valley stands pre-eminent, the same rich acres produding
year after year their abundant yleld of the famous #1 hard. Twenty-four mil-
1ion bushels in 1887 [slc./, at an average price of 80 [31c.] cents per

bushel, brings in a revemue of $14,400,000 [sle.]. In 1887 [Fle.] this

valley also produced 14,000,000 /sic.] bushels of oats and adous 110,000 [Se.7
tushels of potatoes, adding something 1ike $3,000,000 [sic.] to the increase
of the farmers. If a person coming to the Red river valley sixteen years ago,
when scarcely a dozen acres were under cultivation, #aad been told that in

1887 [sic.] the value of its farm products would be twenty million dollars,

the statement would have bdeen considered wild and visionary indeed. Yet this
has been accomplished, and only about one-fourth of the tilladle area culitvat-
ed. This valley is certainly the garden spot of the Nortlwest, and good land
which to-day can de bought for from $6 [sic./ to $10 [sic.7 an acre is dound
to largely advance in value. From nothing in 1871 [sle./ the assessed value
of the real and personal property in the Dalktota tier of counties has increased
to $27,000,000 1na 1887 [sic./, with cor respondingly large imcreases in the
Minnesota counties bordering on the Red river. The railroads have been a most

important factor in the growth and prosperity of the country, and a network of

steel spreads over the land, insuring easy access to market, competition in

prices and consequently falr rates for transportatioan. That the railroad
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companies appreciate the valuable traffic of the valley is shown by the fact
that there are now 900 [slc./ miles of rallroad in operation and several new
1ines are to be dullt next season, and there 1s reom and msliness for all that
may be constructed. When those living in this region are inclined to complain
of dull times and slowness of growth, they need only to stop and consider the
magnificent results which have Peen ascomplished the past few years to realize

the foolishness of their discontent. In the history of theworld the rapid

growth and development of the Red river valley finds few ’ﬁr’nnala.
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Water Power for Elesctric
General Item. Lights through use of Artesian Wells.

The Daily Pioneer Press
xxxv L Thurs. Feb. 16,1888
Historical Soclety L. 8. Staples

#8, Col. #1, article headed "Northwestern Miscellany."

"Yankton, Dak., Special Telegram, Feb. 15.~ The walue of one of the
great artesian wells in this country as a motive power is soon to be tested
in a manner which will demomstrate satisfactorily the value of the wells to
manufacturers. An electric 1ight plant which will supply 500 [sie./ ineande-

scent and twenty-five arc lights is to be put in and the wells will furnish

the power. The machinery of the plant will require 40 [sic.] horse-power to

propel, and the light company has estimated that the well will prove to be
sufficlently strong. If so another well will be bored and the capacity of
the light plant doubled. This will be the first experiment of this nature

ever attempted.”




Mississippl Floods and Dams.

The St. Paul Daily Globe.

X 102 Wed. April 11, 1888
Hist. Soec. L. 8. Staples

#1, Col. #1 eaptionmed "THE RAGING ZUMBRO."®

"Special to the Globe.
Zgmbrota, Minn., April 10.- The water in the Zumbro river at this

®
place has been rising rapidly all day. The dam at Haltut's mill [ab

Zumbrota/ went omt Shis afterncon and took the flume with 1% and let onme
corner of the mill down & few inches, making a loas of adout $1,500. The
bridges opposite towa on the turnpiks have gone out, cutiing off communica-
tion from the north part of the town, and housea in low places are surround-
ol by water. The water of Zumbro Falls, east of here, is flooding the town,
and 18 four feet deep in meny houses. Commmication by wire or rail 1s en-
tirely out off bDetween hers snd Wabasha. A good ghare of the forty miles of
track on the Wabasha divigion will have to be rebuilt. The dam at Oronoco
[8outh bransh of Zumbro/ went out this aftermoon. If the water keeps rising

there will be much damage all along the Zumbro."”

*1 olte this to show dam was still in use on the Zumbro in 1888. Steples.




St. Croix - Lake
Superior Canal

The 5¢. Paul Daily CGlode.
X 104 Friday, April 13, 1888

Hist. Soc. L. 8. Staples

#2, Col. #5, article headed "THE DULUTR BUDGET."

Special toc the Globe.

"Buluth, April 12.- The genius with a big scheme is again abroad in

the land. This $ime he has a canal to Build from O01d Superior [Eic,] to the

8t. Croix river, giving water to interior towns of Wisconsin and Minnesota.
And deponent further says that enginoers are novw engaged looking the proposed
1ins over before submitting the matter to the Legislature of Wisconsin for

an appropriation.”
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VWater power -
v 11
o o Missigsippi hydro-slectric plant.

The Dally Ploneer Press (St. Paul & lMple.)

Hist. Soclety L. S. Staples

#8, cols. #6 and 7. Extracts from an article headed
"Hasting's fMinn./ Industries.”

nee® At Vermillion Falls on Vermillion river is a large flour-
ing mill plant, with a capacity of 700 (sle¢.) barrels per day. It may
use water or stean, and requiros some 280 (sic.) horse power. *** There
is anothar flouring mill on the same piver about a mile shove, with a
capacity of 200 (sic.) darrels per day. *** There is also here several
good water powers on the Vermillion river, which await some one to use
them, and the best 18, thelr use will be given free of charge. *** One
of these powers {s sufficlent for a 400~ (sic.) barrel flouring mill ***

The oity 1s well 1ighted by electricity, and the pover 1s furnish-
™
ed from Vermillion river ***

B

This 1s the first definite statement I have seen published whereby an

actual hydro-slectric plant exlsted in VWinnesota at this time other than

a privately owned plant at Mpls. < Duluth, Winona, 8t. Cloud, Brainerd, Roch-
ester, Tergus Falls, and other Minnesota communities' main streets were
being 11t by electricity in 1888, but most of the plants were operated by
steam power. Staples.




Red River of the
North,James, Missouri Sﬁ.ﬂ

The Daily Pionser Press [it.Paul & uplg] Territorial Supplement.

v 214 Sat.Aagust 11, 1888
HEiBtorical Society L. 8. Staples

49 and #10. [Col.#7, P.9: Col.f1, P.107 Article headed "A Orand
Canal Scheme* [Extracts
"Aberdesn, Dsk., Special Correspondence, Aug. 9.~ Gen. Hugh J.

Campbell is a man of i1desas, and when he once advances an idea he clings
to it with wonderful persistence. The new Campbell idea dids fair to
bring the name of the Yenicton [Dak. Territory/ ststesman, whether he Ve
in public or in private 1life, into even grester prominence. Its succese~
ful insuguretion would secure for the prejector a2 national fame, while
even a partial accomplisghment mmst broaden the commercial future of Dalkota
and exercise so importent an influence upon the trade and agrimlture of
the whole country as to make the enterprise one of national importance.
The project is glgantic in 1ts pmportinnu. and the time necessary for its
agcomplishment greant. But the idea 1s practical, as even 2 casual survey
of its principal features smat convinee. Refusing to accept the assertion
that the rallways have permanently superseded internal transportation by
rivers and artificial waterways, and recogniging in Dakota and adjoining
prairie regions a marked natural adaptation for an extensive system of in-
ternal waterways. Oen. Campbell is now engaged in developing the idea of
a great system of canals traversing the plains of Dalmta and linking to-

gether its natural water courses, the Misgsouri, the Red River of the North,




706~B

Contin'd from Pg. 706-A

the Sioux, James and other streams which by more or less improvement can

be made to do service as feeders of the great natural chammel of commerce,
the Mississippl river. *** Within the compass of a single letter it would
be impossible to present anything like a comprehensive view of the greatest
of the Campbell ideas, bt a suggestion of the plan can be given. This
later De Vitt Clinton, whose chances of ridicule are increased by the larger
dimensions of hie project, is Just as confident of the feasibility of his
ideas and 1ts ultimate success as was the New York governor who was laughed
at wvhen he at first proposed a canal connecting Lake Erie with the Hudson.
Gen. Campbell has made the topography of Dakota a study. He has submitted

questions to eminent sclentists and engineers. He has taken counsel of all

steamboat captains, familiar with the difficulties which beset river navi-

gation in the Northweat. He has collected their opinions as to the best

methods of overcowing or avoiding the sand banks and shifting channels of
the Great Huddy. A well imown geologist has imparted his knowledge as to
the original courses of the rivers and streams, and engineers have given

their opinions as to the extent to which the old chamnels and dry runs

which are found in nearly every portion of the territory can be utilized

&8s a geans of commnication. Gen. Campbell states, as the result of his

inquiries, that nearly every person with whom he has talked conflrms his
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opinion that a system of internal canals would be entirely practicable,
and that in a reglon so generally level and adounding in natural channels
such a system could be dug and equipped at a minimum expense. The plan

would of course necessitate the despening of river bels, measures to

provent the formation of bars and ghort canals at points where the course

of the gtream diverges widely, or where a permanent channel is impractical

from any cause.
VAST ENTHRPRISE

But these problems are already in the course of solution by the
government engineers who have in charge the improvenant of the Mississippi
and Migeouri rivers. Oen. Campbell realizes that an enterprise so vast in
its proportions and requiring so many years for its accomplishment could
only be undertaiten by the government. He finds In the present territorial
wardship no hope for internal improvements except of the most limited
character, and urges stremous efforts toward admigaion with a view to
securing tha inauguration of thig and kindred measures for the advancement
of the interests of Dakota. ***

E’mp\um'- opinion_s] '"The construction of such a system, with ite
outlet through the Missouri and Mississippl to the south, and through the

lakkes on the north, would give river and lake traffic an immense i{mpulse.
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The cities and towns along the rivers and lakes would be greatly benefited,
and where such a mutual interest exists,we, and our children, may fairly
count upon the support and assistance of some of the wealthiest and most

influential of the Western and Southern states.'

RATINAY SUPREMACY.

The general could not see in the present supremacy of the railways
any serious obstacle to the idea. He refused to regard the river and canal
as obsolete methods of transportation. Thie history of the Erie canal in
New York Btate is a good illustration of this fact. For over forty years
it has competed with the New York Central railway in the transportation of
grain from the West, as well as in carrying merchandise. After a struggle
with a strong influence in the interest of the rallways the canal was
made free and is now maintained at the expense of the state, bdoth decause
of 1ts usefulness as a means of transporation and its value in regulating

Y
freight rates. While railroads have largolnabnorbnd the carrying business,

1 !
and the Vrapid transit® {dea has naturally and properly secured a strong

hold upon the American people, as long as rallways maintain a minimum rate
of fifteen to twenty cents per hundred for the transporation of what canals

can carry profitably for from six to eight cents, this method of transporta-
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tion cannot Do sald to bHe obsolete or impracticadle.

VIBIONARY PERHAPS.

The above Feregoinﬂ is an attempt to give a suggestion of Gen.

Campbell's plan, though not 4n his exnct words mor ia snything like the
completeness with which he outlined it. The enterprise in its entirety
will doubtless be promounced by intensely practicel people as 'visionary’.
Some will declare that '1ife ie too short, traffic too rapid and canal
and river transportation too slow for the times. Nearly all our great
undertaktings have te mest ridiouls, overcoms indifference and conqusr op~-
position, btut the practicadle idess survive, and Gen. Campbell's Daketa
water transportation scheme, even ia its embdryo, betrays marked vitality.
Then it is remembered that a single experimental canal gould be duilt with-
out great sxpense through some faverable portion of the territory, and
that the system need not, like most great englneering projects, be built
%0 succeed or %o fall as a whole; when the smployment such improvements
would create for the laboring men of the territory 1s sonsidered; when 1t
is remsmbered that new i{ndustries, such as boating, doat bumilding, etec.,
would naturally follow the successful establighment of canals, new and
competing centars of traffic bde cresated along their lines, and especlally

that waterways have proven the only effective method of regulating railway
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tariffs, the probadbility of the adoption of some plan of this nature is
gertainly strong. Theae considerations laid before a people who pay as
much for getting thelr wheat and other commodities to Chicago as 1% cost

them to transport them from Chicago to Liverpool or London, should secure

for their enterprise a careful hearing."
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Industries, Vater
Misstissippi Power, etc.

The Dally Ploneer Press (St. Paul & Mpls)

Hist. Soc. L. 8. Staples

#2, col. #1, article headed "A Seat of Learning." [Extracts/

"Horthfield, Special Correspondence, Sept. 6.~ Within a mile of
the northern limits of Rige county, Mimn., 1a located the progressive
college city of Northfield. The Cannon river passes directly through the
oity, supplying an excellent water power for the large flouring mills at
this point, The ity of 3,800 (sic.) is forty miles south of the Twin
Cities *"* The valley of the Camnon is moted for the value of ite agricul-
tural lands, and here you find mixed farming carried on to its fullest ex-
tent. ***., Northfield is particularly noted as a seat of learning
J8arleton and St. Olaf's colleges located therg/ ***. You will find this

an excellent agrieunltural center, not only for raising grains and grasses,

tut for stock raising it has few squals. Some 1dea may be had as to the

mumber of cattle in this immediate vicinity, when it 1s learned that the
greamery here uses 9,000 (slc.) pounds of milk dally, while as much more

is shipped to St. Paul and Minneapolis sach day of the weelk. And this
shipment is certainly emercached upon from the south, as Dundas, only three
niles avey, has a dally output of 12,000 (sic.) pounds of milk. The cream-
ery here [Northfisld/ makes mo less than 600 (sic.) pounds of butter daily,
and it stands highest of any in the market. *** It only began business

this spring [fhat 1s, the creamery./, and has been most successful. ***
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There is at present here [at Northfield/ a large roller flouring mill of

800 (sic.) barrels capacity, rm partly by steam and partly by water,

about 150 (sic.) horse-power of each. The river /Cannon/ has twelve
foot head here, and in the mill there are thirty men employed. *** Just
below the city [of Northfield/ im another flouring miil of 300 (sie.) bar-
rels capacity, while three miles abova are the largest mills tn this seo-
tion, at Dundas, There is no better chance for mamfacturing than s on
this river and in this vicinity, there being several exvellent powars not
used, and at any point almost you find power of 150 (alc.) horse-power, ***t
DUNDAS

"Phree miles south of Northfield and wp the Cannon river is the
pretty little town of Dundags, with its 800 (sic.) lmhaditants. *** There
is hers [Pesides the creamery afomontionegg s factory for the making of
cheese boxes, which supplies many cheese factories in this county, besides
other counties around. The flouring mills here is the chief industry. The
large mill has a capacity of 800 (ale.) bdarrels daily, while the smaller
one has an outpat of 200 (sic.) barrels. MNost of the flour is for export,
and the brand stands high in the Olasgow, Scotland, market. The milling
is in transit, and consequently can bYe made as profitably as at any other

point. These mills give employment %o nearly 100 (eic.) men, and, with
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the cooper shops, to considerably more. The larger mill {s run by water and
steam, each having 150 (sic.) horse-power, while the small mill is yun dy
stean exclusively. *** two miles up the Cannon river [from Dundag/ are

quarries of the very best limestone for building purposes, which are found

in layers of from six to elfhteen inches. *** The city [ﬁmﬂag] has no

less than twe lines of railway, the main line of the Iowa and Minnesota
branch of the Milwaukee r0ad $o Dubuque, and Minneapolis & St. Louls road
from Red Wing to Mankate. These roads have access to the mills and can de-
liver grain at the elevator, as well as take away the flour as soon as ready.
®*¥ linnesota is noted for her lovely scenery, and noms can excel that along

the rushing, romantie Canpon river, the river which has more mills on its

-_-1-1'-_“——-

banks for its size than sny other in the state. ***"
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City of Faridgult.

Cannon and Straight. Industry, water power, atec.

The Daily Pioneer Press (St. Pml & Mpls)
oy 287 Thursday, Sept.13,1888

Higt. Soc. ' L. 8. Staples

#9, col. 1, article headed "Faribault, the Falr."  [Extracts]

"Faribault,; Special Oorrespondence, Sept. 10.~ Faribault, the
city of schools ttuck School for Boys, S5t. Mary's Hall for Girls,
both Episcopal church educational i{nstitutions. Seabury Divinity School;
Bpiscopal. School for the Blind; Rtate. School for Feeble-Minded Chil-
dren; {zate_.], has a bright future before her. *** This city has more
manmufacturing establishments than is usually found in a city given to
education. BPut Straight river is quite a seperating line between the
schools and the business portion, except in the case of the Bethlehem
acadeny, which i{s in charge of the Sisters of the Dominican order ***.
There is now in the city four flouring mills. Just outside are the Polar
Star mills on the Cannon river, with a eapacity of 480 (sie.) barrels
dailly, and giving employment to fifty men. The four mills in the city
have an output of 480 (sic.) barrels and employ forty-five men. Then
there is the Woleott poller mills, although above the city on the
Straizht river, which has its office here. It has a capacity of 450 barrels
and employs fifty men. It 1s mun by wata:;'s and gteam. The owners have laid
a spur from the Milwaukee road to the milk, two and a half miles. The
head of water is such that the stream gives 350 (sic.) horse-power, and the
same amount of steam power 1s used. The ocompany has tuilt quite a village
here for the amployees. The amount of wheat yearly made into flour at this
point is not less than 2,000,000 (sfc.) bushels and the maln supply comes
from Dakota and Western Minnesota. There 1s sufficient elevator storage
here for all these mills. The old Faribauit mill s being put in order
and will increase the output. The clty has also two large furniture fac-
tories, a canning factory, Eorg » rattan works for children's carriages,
the only one of its kind in the West: a woolen factory, in which are made
flannels, yarns and cassimeres; a large foundry which make a specialty
of windmills. These several factories give employment to several thou-
sand men and adds much to the wealth of the city. *** Nearly all the fac-
tories are run by steam ***. There are in the city two Breweries and two
large and complste bottling works *** The two rivers [Straight and Camnon/
give quite a number of water powers as well as sites on the banks for fac-
tories, yet the abundance of water found everywhere admits of the location
of steam power in any part of the city. These wells [for factories using
steam power/ recuire to be dut from eighteen to thirty feet in depth. ***
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A ereamery would here alsc do a profitable business Eotsx no creanery at

Fariboult in 1888/, while cheese factories could be easily estadlished
There can be found no better dalry section in

and have a large support.
Southern Minnesota. ***
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Hochester; its water power
sites, industries, eteo.

Bear Creek, Cascade
Creek, Silver Creek
and Zumbro Elver.

The Dally Pioneer Press (St. Paul and Mplg)

Xxxv 263 Wed. Sept. 19, 1888,

Higtorical Soclety L. S. Staplea.

#9, Col. #1, article headed "Capital of Olmsted." Lﬁtrmtg

#The eity of Rochester ﬁinn_.] is at present the principal city
in the county of Olmsted, Minn., and contains a population of over 5,000
(ste.), as shown by the census of 1880. Its location in the valley of the
Zunbro at the confluence of the Bear, Cascade and Silver Creeks is one of
the charming spots of the many in Sputhern Minnesota ***.
%4% 0Of the many industries of this section none has been more suc-
cessful than that of dalrying *** [Fhere was a creamery at Rochester in 18887
Vater Powers.
(I:hidé P. 9, This county [Olmsted/ has a larger mumber of water powers than usually
ol.

found, owing to the elevation of this section. There are streams in all

directions, and as they are fed from springs they are generally with good

head. In the city on the Zumbro is a large flouring mill with 160 (sic.)

barrels dally capacity, which {s run by a seventeen~-foot head of water,
while below it is another mill of nearly the same capacity; the latter,
however, has the assistance of steam. Inside the city limits are several
other powers for smaller manufacturing establishments, while for the loca-
tion of factories to use steam, no clty can offer detter chances, as not
only the Zumbro supply sites, but Bear and Silver Creeks will each preser

as many more, while Cascade ¢reek, which joins the Zumbro from the west
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within the oity limits will give another large area for factories. The

Zumbro is a rapid yunner, and just above the flouring mill there is a

i
series of cascades of great beauty. ***.

Note: Article ghows industrial possibilities bdut lists only a creamery

as operating. A typical chamder-of-commerce prospectus.




Missinaippt Vater Power

The Daily Ploneer Press

Hist. Soc. L. S. Staples

#2, Col. #3-4 article headed "Little Falls Enterprise.” [Hxtractg/

"Little Falls, Special, Nov. 26.~ The Little Falls /Minn.7 water

povwer vas used yesterday for the first time for mnning machinery. The
Idttle Falls Roller Mills company mill is now completed and 1ts machinery
was started to-day. The mill is a fine structure of stone and brick, and
contains the latest improved machinery for making flour. It has a capacity
of 260 (siec.) to 300 (sie.) barrels per day, and the building is large
enough to allow the present plans $o de duplicated, which will probably be
done soon. The Riverside Milling company is bullding a flour mill just
south of the site of the Little Falls Roller Mill company's property. The
mill will be 48 x 112 (stc.) feet in size, and comelsts of a basement and
four stones. *** Work will be continued on this building all winter, and

it is expected to have it completed and running early next spring.”
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Water Power, ste.
also Red River of North.

The Daily Pioneer Press [St. Paml & Wpls./
p oo 335 Sat. Dec. 1, 1888

Hl.to seeo L' 3' sw:-..-

#13, eol, 1l=2-3=4-5-6-7; article headed "Famous Fergus Falls."
[Fxtractg]

"Fergus Falls, Special Correspondence, Nov. 29.- Fergus Falls,
the capital (siec.) of Otter Tail county ]_i'inn..], has a most advantageous
location on the Red River of the North, or as this part of the river was

formerly called, Ottar Tall river. *** These numerous lakes [Eur Fergus

l‘a.ll_a] are 80 many reservoirs for the river, and [taken from col. 27

water power in the eity, and the river is unigue in having tut little rise
or fall, tims giving permanent power at all seasons." ***. IMid. P, 12,
Col. 3. "Ome of the main resocurces here is the water power. Within half
a mile, in the center of the eity, the river has a fall of eighty feet.
Within that distance there are now five water powers used, while there are
twvo more that may be improved. At present not half the water is used even
by the mills and factories which are here now, and with improved wheels and
dams, double as much machinery may be moved as at present. Here i1s at
present in use some four thousand horse power, dbut the river will give
double that power by having it fully used and with the latest improvements
But that is not all, there being tributary to the eity, within a couple of
miles above, power equal to that in the e¢ity, there being another fall of
eighty feet and only one mill upon that whole stretch of water. Again, de-
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low the aity thers is another eighty-foot descent, which is walting for
man %0 use it %o 1ts utmost, You cannot find a bDetter location for fao-
tories of all kinds, and especially as they are easily improved, and,

when improved, never failing. Capitalists are bYelng drawn here on account
of the excellent facilities for manufacturing, and large roller mills,
grinding in transit, are looking f-voi'a’bly to this point. *** The banks
of the river are not high and there is no difficulty in erecting factories

tl
at every point.

Note: No hydro~slectric plant at this point as of yet. In eol. 7, writer
states! "There 15 also an slectric 1light plant, the Helsler patent being
used. It has a capacity of 300 (ele.) lights, each of thirty-candle power.
The plant is driven by an eighty horse-power engine ****"




Red River

The Dally Ploneer Press. [Bt. Paul & llph-_f
XXV 340 Thursday, Dec. 6,1888

Hist. Soec. L. 8. Staples

#8, ool. #3, article headed "Bridges at Orand Forks."

"Washington, Special Telegram, Dec. 5.~ Senator Davis introduced
this morning a P11l amending the acts passed last session authorizing the
elty of Grand Torks to bulld two dridges across the Red River of the North.
It seems that the act imposed a condition upon the construction of the
Minnesota averme bdridge making eighty feet in the clear upon sach side of
the gentral pler. The river at Mimnesota avemue bBeing at the point of
confluence of the Red lake river, is only 125 feet (sic.) wide at water,
and 1% would be impossidle to bulld a bridge there eight feet in the clear.
Another troudble is that to cross the river at right angles, as the act
compels, would throw one approach to the bridge into the Red Lake river.
The ®i11 introduced by Senator Davis simply changes the demands of the con-

gtruction act £5 as to meet these difficulties.”
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General Item Vaterways Improvements.

The St. Paul Daily Globe
X1 3 Thursday, Jan. 3, 1888.

Hist. Soc. L. 5. Staples.

#2, Ool. #4, article headed "Northwest Waterways." ﬁ:imt_']

"The State waterway commissioners yesterday filed their report with
Gov. MeGill, Platt Walker, E. W. Durant and William D. Crooks comprise this
commission, and in their report they say: [quotes from report/ “The agita-
tion of the question of the improvement of our waterways and harbors which
has been going on during the last ten years has resulted in an almost uni-
versal sentiment in favor of the speedy prosecution of the work until these

natural highways shall furnish cheap and safe transportation for all our

commodities. This sentiment has met with a response on the part of Congress

in such liberal appropriations in the river and harbor Plls of the Fiftieth
Congress that this great work is now progressing far more rapidly than

ever before, and may be expected to continue at this rate until the final
results are reached. The two river and harbor bills of this Congress reach
nearly $30,000,000 (sic.). The first which passed last summer of nearly
#22,000,000 (stc) being the largest ever made, to which they added by the
pending %1l over $8,000,000 (sic.) more. The old ery of extravagance is
seldom heard in Congress, in the Senate or in the pubdbliec prints; and this is
undoubtedly the result of the continued agitation of the subject, and is full

compensation for all expense and labor, both pubdblic and private, which have
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been devoted to the matter. **** The Northwestern rivers and harbors have
comgohn for a due proportion of the large sums, and the work is being pushed
forward by the engineers of the War Department so repidly that the works

on Lake Superior, the Miss., S5t.Croix and [iohJ Red rivers will goon ap-
proach completion. The results already sttained in each of these cases
prove beyond question the wisdom of the plans of the United States engineers,
and the utility of the work. **** Surveys [for channel improvements/ have
been completed of the Minnesota river %o Mankato, dut no appropriations

have been secured for the work. **** The work on the Red river has mads

that stream a great factor in moving the grain of the wvalley and regulating
freights, although 1t 1s flanked on both sides by ratlways. We [t-ho water—
vay ep-!uioncr_ﬂ rensw our recommendation that Congress be importuned

to ask the British government for a Joint examination and survey of the
northern boundary with a view to ascertaining whether a waterway may not

be opened from Lake Superior via the Pigeon and Rainy Leke rivers, Rainy
Lake and lLake of the Woods. This would connect the great wheat belt of
the REed river valley on both sides of the line ﬁntamtiom Ling/ by a
continuous waterway with the markets of the world snd be of inestimadle
value to the State. The supply of water for feeding sven a ship canal is

believed to be abundant and steady. We Eho waterway oon!l.uiog]muut a
memorial to Congress on this subject from our Leglislature. ****/




Mississippi Logging

8¢. Paul Dally Globde

%1 79 Ved. Mar. 20, 1889
Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples

#1, eol. 2, article headed "Plenty of Logs After All."  [Extract/

"Anoka, March 19.- Owing to the past rather open winter, it

was thought that not more than half an average winter's work would be
the results of the ladors in the Rum river pineries and tridutaries;
but in spite of all inconveniences, a carefully prepared estimate shows
that 51,000,000 (sic.) feet of logs have been accounted for, as follows:
Mille Lacs lake, 14,997,000 (sic.); Bradbury brook, 9,790,000 (sle.);
Tast branch [of Ram/, 7,175,000 (sfc.); Mike Drew /a logging contractor

in Bum river district/, 4,300,000 (sic.); old logs ung up from last
fall, 15,130,000 (stlg.). ***® »




Red River Valley

The Daily Pioneer Press [Bt. Paul and Mpls.]
XXVI 94 Thurs. Apr. 4, 1889

Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples.

#2, eol. #1 article headed "Red River Valley Dralnage.”

"When the Red river drainage d1l came up En Minn. Lagislatu.rj
for dobate 1n the Senate [;euion of Legzislation, 18827. Mr. Day moved
fts reference to the committee on roads and bridges, to be sonsidered in
oonnection with several other messures sppropriating money. This 414 not
sult friends of the bill. Mr. Keller made a personal appeal to his bro-
ther ;)mtors %o vote for the b1l. [quoteg/ "¥e all lmow what 1% 1s,"
he sald, "and are now gqualiffed to vote for it at this time as we will be
a week hence." [end of quoteg/

My, Orandall - [quoteg]/ "What ts 187" [quotes end/

My. Keller - [quoteg/ "It is No. 1 hard wheat, That's the whole
thing in & nutghell. There's no steal. mo woodchuck, no lmumbug about 1t.
If you want to elevate yourselves and do yourselves proud, vote for this
1i." . fend of qnotog

My. Sampoon, who represents a large district in the Eeod River
valley, also deprecated any delay. He cansed to bs read from the clerk's
desk a prepared speech, in which he showed from his own experience that
advantages that (slec.) follow the draining of land. He had ocoupled land

in Polk eounty [Minn.7 since 1872 (slc.). Vhen he first lmew that land 1%
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was covered with water from May to June. It produced nothing but the

Red River fever, while the State received no benefit of taxes from 1t.

But in time this land was drained. It was now dry early in the Spring,

and No. 1 hard wheat could be raised on 1% and be ripensd and taken out
of the way before the early frosts came. That land had contributed to
the prosperity of the State and had enabled the owners to tuild churches,
schools and other institutions of which the State might well be proud.

Ho money sppropriated by this Legislature, he claimed, would yleld greater
returns than the monsy appropristed in this B111l. He called attention to

the fact that the Manitoba railroad is %o bear a portion of the expense.” ***
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Red River of the General description of its
North. source and flow; water power, etc.

The Daily Ploneer Press [Bt. Paul & upll_-]

XXV 107 Wed. Apr. 17,1889,
Fist. Seciety L. S. Staples.

#4, col. #6, article captioned "The Red River.”

"Fergus Falls, Special, April 16,~ The Red River of the North
has as much trouble about dediding wvhen %o rise as any lagy Boy in the
land, but when it does rise it rises with the vim that always accompanies
good leaven. Like most natural products, this river begins iis growth in
the spring, but the particular and jdentical spring that it starts from no
one has yet found out. The Mississippi has had 1ts Glasier, who claims
he has run the first rain-drop that goes to make the big river to its hole,
Put the kindly office has not yet been performed for the Eed. Of course
there are lakes, and lakes behind lakes, as every inhabitent knows, and the
water vuns from one into another, as is the nature of water; but the great
original spring has not yet been found, for there are too many of them.
Here i3 another fruitful fileld for the peculiar talents of Brother Glasier.
Let him onoe more arise and shine. The waters of the Red interlock at
their source with those of the Mississippi. Nlbow lake, the reputed source
of the Red, and the Itascan group of lakes are about twelve miles apart.
The R™ed ghows 1ts erratic nature about as soon as it gets out of its parent
lake, and wiggles around in the landscape in a fashion highly suggestive of

"forty rod" [chesp whiskey/ and late hours. It 1s at once the despalr of
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the mepmakers and the dslight of the artistic soul. Tradition says that
the first surveyor, after tracing its sinuous curves on his ruled paper for
several days, found that, on the paper at least, he had reached the spot
from which he started a week before, and with great satisfaction stepped
the survey at that point, feeling it would be a waste of time to travel
around agein in his own footsteps; and to his dying day he belleved this
river differed from all other Imown ones of earth, in that 4% ran into 1%~

L]
gelf and stopped. Be this as it may, the river is certainly erooked, and

a8 & methed of irrigation 1t 1s as successful as a Kentuoky barroom. Re-
garding it in a general way it runs south until 1t reaches Otter Tall lake.
Up %o this point in its career 1%t 1s a shallow, babbling drook, clear as

a crystal, expanding here and there into beautiful lakes, and "taking things
easy” in the charming way that all babbling drooks know how to do so well.
Soon after emerging from Otter Tall lake a change comes o'er the river's
babble. It even stops wriggling to such an alarming extent. AY this point
there i{s a depression of the earth's surface, forming a hillside of several
hundred feet. The river follows the surface and plunges down the hill with
a sweep and a vim that amply shows its determination to touch bottom some-
where. After making this adventurous dbreak the Red strikes the flats of

®Sounds like Paul Bunyan's "Round River Drive."”
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the Breckenridge region, and {mmediately turns northward and goes squirm-
ing and wriggling toward Canada. At this point everything aout §{t changes
promptly « 1%s color, ite depth, its direction, ite character. It was a

pure, deep, rapld river of a clear, greenish lme. Hare it strikes ths yel-
it

low elay, and puts on the muddy coffes eolor which gives/ite name; 1t no.

longer rushes over stone, but plods and loiters in droad sweeps and curves
of shallow water. The time once was when this river ran south from source
to mouth. Why and when it changed it course, let geclogists say; of the
fact there can be no question to thosse who are familiar with this part of
the country. A few miles below Forgus Falls the most accurate maps mark a
marsh, which starts at the river's bank snd rune southwesterly to lLake
Traverse. At one time the Red River of the North flowed through this marsh
to the Lake and throuzh Lake Traverse and Big Stone lake followed the pre-
sent bed of the Minmegota to its junation with the Mississippi at Fort
Snelling. That was the time when the desp gorges of the Minnesota were cut.
Then 1t was indeed a river, and its slow-creeping descendent of to-day seems
very saall beside the memory of the greater atream. Then was the epoch when
the Red River of the North was not in existence; when the whole watershed
which now runs north ran south; when the Bois de Sioux, which i{as sluggzigh-
1y emptying the basin of Lake Traverse as fast as it can cut down the soft,
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alluvial mud of that region, ran the other way - vhen it ran inte Lake
Traverse instead of out of the lake into the present Red Biver. At that
time there was no boundary betwesn Dakota and Minnesota, and emigrants
had no toll to pay when they reached Red River ferries; for there was

no Eed to eross. One cannot wonder when the transformation sceme took
place and what caunsed 1t. Was 1t a sudden wpheaval of nature, or & slow-
er, grafual process? Pmbﬂlbly the latter, for the region shows few marks
of vioclence; tut the morthward rush of the waters must have been an {nter-
esting sight to the mound builders er their predecessors, who probably
sat on their mounds and with wonder watched the river swing to the north
with scrooked, irresolute, vacillating footateps. To retrace our steps a
1ittle -~ for after the Red enters Canada we have no further use for it,
and this side of the 1line itz chief use seems to be to furnish a muddy
barrier to the folks who are going West to grow up with the country - the
reader 1¢ invited to g0 back to the point whers the river started down the

slope after leaving Otter Tail lake. Right here is where the river's main

usefulness 1s destined to be shown. At this point stands the falyr city
known as Fergus Falls. It 1s Puilt on either bank of the river, and is
situated about half-way down the precipitous slope along which the river

cavorts., There are several miles of rapids above the city and several more
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miles below. The fall within the e¢lty limite 18 elghty feet, and adbout
two hundred feot within twelve miles. The site of the city was selected
with direct reference to its convenience for the ersction of future dams,
and the ease with which the outlying water powers can bYe reached and utiliz-
ed. Its location gould not be bettered, and 1t has water powers by the
thousands of horse power. With a roaring, rampaging river above and below,
vhose Waters nevey vary at this point more than a foot in height, there is
no immediate danger of a lack of water power in the neighborhood, It is a
besutiful site for a great manufacturing ecity, sauch as this 1s destined %o
become. The earllest record of navigation at this point is that of David
Dale Owen, United States geologist, who passed down the wiver from Otter
Tail lake %o Pemdna in 1848 (sic.), with a couple of Fremch half-breed

5
companions. He telM us, in his report, that as he was procseding lelisure-

ly down the river, unaware of saything startling in the way of rapide, a
sudden bend in the river brought them so near the falls that they could not
gain thé shors, but were drawm over the rapids by the swift curremt, the
boat cgpeised, and a very wet crew as well as a nice little ruin among pro-
vigions, mathematical instruments and outfit generally, was the prompt re-

sult. This accident necessitated an encampment on the town site of Fergus,
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and as the geologists undoubtedly foresaw a eity here (as everybody does)

(ste.) he thought 1% his duty to fix our latitude. So after his instru-
ments Were dried he made observations, and recordsd the latitude of the
future city to be 46 (slc.) degrees, 13 (sie.) minutes and 24 (sic.)
seconds. From that day to this there has mot been an arrival at this
point who does not instantly recognise that this site was destined in

the beginning for a big eity. This belief is past nearing realization.”
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The Dally Ploneer Press [Bt. Paul & ¥pls.T
VI 112 Mon. Apr. 32. 1889.

Hist. Society L. 8. Staples

#6, ool. #8, article headed "On the Red River."

"Forgus Falle, Special; April 81. - The Red River of the North
furnishes a few peculiarities and freaks which, to round out the descrip-
tion of its headwaters which has already appeared in these colwms [see
ny papers pages 717-A to 717-H, inclusive/, should de slluded to. The
"old settler," whom I have mentioned before, gives a toleradly accurate

account of some of these peculiarities, as follows: @otqf "This Red

River is the pardox of American streams. It rung north, mastly, and es-
capes into British America; a thing which few streams with any regard for
their reputation would dare to undertake. Indeed, the Red River loses
character as soon as 1t shows 1ts intention to leave this free sountry.

The traveler who erosses it at Moorhead fails to recognise in the dirty,
111-loocking, Illinois-looking, vagabond stream, that ssunters around the
town sneaking here and there in a crooked, slimy way, the clear, bdeautiful,
dari=green torrent of Fergus, or the dright, sparikling, wholegome river

of Perham or Hobart. At Fergus it is the most reliadble streanm in the State.
Its extreme rige and fall and fall are (sic.) not over a foot. Hight large
lakes and multitudes of ponds, covering altogether an area of 150,000 (sic.)
to 200,000 (slc.) acres, hold back and regulate the flow of waters. At
Moorhead the extreme rise and fall is nearly forty feet. Standing on the
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Pembina steamer one may at low water see where the tops of trees have

been mowed off by an ice flood far up the sloping danks, above the tops

of the smoke-stacks even.” [end of quotes/. A word here, 1f you please,
in regard %o the timber along the Red River, every foot of which is natural-
1y tributary to the water power at Fergus Falls. This stream takes its
rise among the lakes and swamps of the great pine reglon of Minnesota.

The quality of pine timber in reach of the stream is unknown. Probably one
hundred million feet have already been cut, and the farther reaches of the
forests have not been explored by the lumbermen. This is the belt from
which hereafter will be constructed (a8 Fergus Falls, of course, and with
the ald of Fergus Falls water power) hundreds and thousands of agricultural
implements, farm machinery of all kinds, and every other imaginable kind of
manufacture into which wood enters largely.

RED RIVER NAVIGATION.

The above reference to suprlies west and north brings the writer

to the consideration of the subjest of navigation on the Red River of the
North. It i1s only of recent years that the gemeral government has indicsd
ed in any practical way that it knew there was such a river between

Minnesota and Dakota as the Red. Yet this river will play a most impor-




717-0

Contin'd from Pg. 717-B

tant part in the development of the nmorthern part of the two states just
mentioned, as woll as the vast and practically unexplored region to the
north - that 1s, the country beyond Winnipsg, which, as the people of

the United States are just beginning to learn, has a future Before it of

immense growih and development. Hers is a great natural Shoroughfare,

ready built. 3By the expenfitture of a mere pittance compared with the

vast sums which have gone to the improvement of the Mississippl, the
Missouri and the Ohio, to say nothing of Imndreds of one horse ereeks all
over the country, the Red will make a cheaper freight route than rail-

roads ever were or ever can be. This pplendid waterway, a thousand miles
long, with {ts tridutarfes penstrates an extent of sountry 350 (sic.) miles
long by 125 (sic.) miles broad - 28,000,000 (si¢.) acres of the finest lands
in America; in time destined to be what Bussia and Indla sometime cheekily
declare themselves - the granary of the world. Steamers have never been
above & point ten miles below Fergus Falls, but mumerous flat boats have
passed down the stream all the way from Otter Tail City to Fergus, and

from Fergus (halow the dams) to Vinnipeg without difficulty. Sgme have
been run over the dams, dut the experiment has always been hasardous. Abeve
the Fergus Falls water povers for twenty miles the current is generally

more rapid and the channel less winding than on the lower river. No sericus
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obstacles are met with, and a moderate sxpenditure in removing boulders,
etc., would give falr, uninterrupted navigation. From a point soms miles

below Otter Tall lake up to the Northern Pacifie railroad, and thence up
through the pine lakes and nearly up to Hobart station, the streamecis
sluggish, but clear and beautiful, expanding into aumerous lakes, and
through the whole distance is now good navigation for the ordinary clsss
of Minnesota snd St. Croix river boats. The upper portion of the river
has generally a gentle current. In a few places it is ehallow and rapid.
With the exception of a short distance in the neighborhood of Fergus Falls,
without which there iz about 100 (sic.) feet descent, and which will pe-
quire locks, dams snd canale to overscome, there are no serious obstacles
to continuous navigation from the Northern Pacific crossing near Perham
to Vinnipeg; end over this natural thoroughfare thers must yet be shipped,

both ways, unmumbered millions of bushels of wheat and barrels of flour."
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St.Louls River and
Spirit Lake. Destruction of Fish Hges.

The Daily Plonecer Press Et. Paul & lesJ
XL 118 Sunday, Apr.28,1889
Eist. Seclety L. 8. Staples.

#3, col. #1, paragraph #10 of news {tems headed "Duluth Doings."®

"It is stated by people who have visited the waters of Spirit

#
lake and the S%. Louis river up as far as Fond du Iae¢ that fully twenty

barrels of eggs of wall-gyed pike are now lying on the ground along the
river, where they have been thrown by selners, who have been fishing there
11lezally. As there are over 70,000 (sic.) pike oges in a quart, it is
computsd that over 300,000,000 (sie.) fish sgzs have thms been destroyed

thers. Ths seining has been stopped.”

®Spirit lake is formed by a widening of the St. Louls river in Duluth

proper, Jjust bdefore it enters the bay of St. Louis.




Pelican River and
lakes. Navigation

The Daily Pioneer Press. [Bt. Paul and Mpls./
XXXVI 111 Wed., May 1, 1880,

Fist. Soclety L. S. Staples
#2, col. #2, article headed "A New Steamer."

"Detrolt, Mimn. [mow Detroit Lakeg/, Special Telegram, April
30.- An fmmense crowd assembled at the lake to-day to witness the launch-
ing of the large steamer that 1s %o run in connection with the Northem
Pactfic railiroald through the bYemuiiful lakes of the Pelican river system.
After an eloguent address by Father Gamiche the steamer slid gracefully
into the lake, and the national eolors were unfurled at the stern and a
stroumer at the bow bore the name of Minnie Corliss. The lakes and river
through which the steamer will run are situated in the most romantie part
of the park region and practieally unknown, but fishsrman ¢laim them as the

best fishing grounds fun the State.” .

Biprarently this steanboat was belng used for a pleasurs boat for fisher-

men ooming to Detroit Lakes for an outing.




Source of
Lake Vermillion Vermillion River Navigation -

The Daily Ploneer Press Z§t. Paul & Wpls,]
XXXV 113 Friday, May 3,1889

Higt.Spcliety L.S.8taples

#4, ool, #4, Par, 3 of article headed "Tower Talk," Dearing Tower
[ﬁlnnJ date line of May 2.~

|

|
Ge%* The Howe lumber company have purchased a steamer

to be used by them execlusively on Lake Vermillion.®




Red, or Otter Tall Navigation

The Daily Plomeer Press [Bt. Paul & Mple./
Xxxxvi 147 Monday, lay 27,1889.
Hist. Sgolety L, 8. Staples

#2, col. B, srticle headed "On Detroit Lake."  [Hxtracts/
Bears Detrolt, Minn. datelinme of May 26.

FRER WA glance at a mep of Minnescta ghows that the Pelicen
river, a brench of the Otter %ail and Red rivers, connects Detroit
[Gity] with Peltean Rapids. This stream, heretofors, unnavigabdle, passes
through sight or ten lakes, among them Detroit, Pelican, Bally end Lida,
vhich are not to be excelled for their fine fishing snd desutiful gurround-
inge. A number of New York capitalists have bdeen interested in improving
the Pelican river through the enterprise of J. K. West of Detroit /Wimn.,
now Detroit lekes/, end commenced the work 1last fall guietly, without
national or state ald, and have axpended a larze amount of money, snd now
the river is navigadle for steamers through the first four of the large
lakes, and it 12 expected By August to run %o the further end of Peliecan
lakke, To sscommodate the travel [Sourist.] the larze steamer Minnie
Corliss was duilt this spring at Detrott [Minn.7, and is now making regu-
lar trips arvound Detyolt lake; and as soon as draws cante put into Ddridges

crosaing the stresm [Felican Hvaﬂ will malce the lake and river trip re-

gularly, not only to supply the passenger travel, but barges now tumilding
will bs towed loaded with timber, the product of the heavy belt of hard
wood that will be tapped by this feeder." ****
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Missiseippi Commercial fishing /Small meale/

Daily Pioneer Press /8t. Paul & Mpls./
Il 222 Sunday, Aug.l0,1890

Hist. Society L. S. Staples

P.13, Cols. 3-4, headed "Migsissippi Food Fish."  /Extract/

"It may not be generally known to the people of St. Paul that
they have, right at their own doors, a community of fighermen who, in
pursuit of their avocation, are supporting adout 500 (sic.) souls and
providing the St. Paul market with a supply of fresh fish, averaging per-
hapa two tons and a half dally during the sesson. Yet such is the case,
and in the summer months over 100 (sic.) fishermen and their families
ars busily sngaged in taking from the Mississippl river its scaly den-
igens and supplying the local market with a large variety of wholesome
fish at reasonable prices.

Any one who cares to leave his bed at early dawn during the
months between April and October may,oon going down to the river bank
below the Robert street bridge, see a fleet of punts dispersed down the
river as far as the eye can reach. In each punt are two or more fisher-
men busily at work with thelr seine nets fishing. Their cateh averages
about fifty or sixty pounds per day, and their remuneration to from $2
(sic.) to #3 (sic.), depending on the class of fish which they cateh.
These fishermen are mostly Poles or Bohemians, and are generally the
occupants of those quee¥-looking Noah's ark eraft which fringe the river

along the West /St. Paul/ flats. They fish in the river as far down as
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Piz's Zye /Island/, at a point opposite the fish hatchery, and it is at

this point where the finest ﬁlh are caught. Of their fishing 1% may be

said that 'all i{s fish that comes to their nets.' Their take will often
include wall-syed plke, sand pike, plckersl, tuffale fish, eropples (sic.),
sunfish, shiners, suckers and bullheads, with an occasional mirror-carp,
gatfish, striped and rock bass, muscallonge and even a sturgeon.

Tormerly the Mi{ssissippl at this point made but a poor fishing
ground and the varieties of fish were limited to the more common kinds,
such as plckerel, sunfish, buffalo fish, suckers, cropples (sic.) and buld
heads, but within the past few years, in fact ever since the establisiment
of the government figh hatchery, the fish in the river have inecreased in
variety, quality and quantity, and are yearly improving /apparently the
river hadhht become polluted by the year 1890/. The wall-eyed pike, for
instance, used to be a rarity in the Mississippi, but owing %o the con-
gtant escape of young fry from the hatchery into the river, this fine fish
iz quite plentiful, and it may be news to the amateur fisherman to know,
that there is not a finer fishing ground for wall-eyed pike in Mimnesota
in the spring season than along the sand bar in the river opposite Pig's
Eye. In fact so well stocked was it last spring that Supt. Watkindy, of

the fish hatchery, secured all the ova he required at this point.
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The sand pike, though not nearly so fine a fish as the wallweyed,
is also plentiful, ‘and is a good food figh. The pickerel, half-brother
to the pike, and perhaps the most voracious of fresh water fish, forms
part of the regular catch of the fighermen, and grows %o a great size.

The most profitable fish to the fisherman, ho\uvor. is the buffa-~
lo fish. It frequently is taken weighing twenty to thirty pounds, and
rarely 1s smaller than ten or twelve pounds. It is a2 fine, handsome
fleshy fish, and is often dished up in ecity restaurants under other and
more attractive names. The buffalo fisgh is not a game fish by any means,
but it goes further towards furnishing the large family of a poormman
with a blg dinner than almost any other fish caught in the Mississippi.

It 18 also handsome in appearance, and, except just after the spawning
seasonMls flesh is so0lid and wholesome, with a passable flavor. To the
sclentist it 1s known as a peculiar member of the Tauricthys (eic.)

family, and is sometimes called the sxllﬂlh.

Next in importance to the buffalo fish im the Mississippl river
eateh 1s the eroppie (sic.) or sheepshead, a fisgh allied to the brean,
and while it does not equal the btuffalo fish in size it greatly exceeds
it in delicacy of flavor. Many people, indeed, esteem 1t as 1little, if

at all, inferior to the white bdass. The orSpple is found in almost every
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river in the NHorthwest.

The fish lmown as the pucker, the soological name of which is
Cyclopteridas (sic.), and which is known in some parts of the world as
the lump fish, 18 one of the stand-bys of the Misslssippi fighermen. It
19 ecaught in shoals} and in the early part of the season 1s considered by
many a very palatable fish %o eat. It forms the bulk of the catch in the
river, and can always be sounted on.

It seems like dessecration %o say that the mérror carp, one of
the most aristderatic of table figh, i3 occasionally caught and mistaken
by the ignorant fishermen, and equally 1ll-informed purchaser, for the
sucker, but such is the case. The mirrer carp 1s a large, fleshy fish,
running up to five or six pounds in weight or over; it is of a dark gray
eolor and cannot be mistalcen for any other fish on account of the peculiar
arrangement of 1ts seales. Along 1ts deep sides are several vertical rows
of sxceedingly large and ghiny scales, and %o these this species of carp
owes its distinctive name. Oftentimes is the lordly and delicious fish

caught, sold and eaten as a hlé and common gucker in this city /St.Paul/.

The presence of the carp in thess waters is owing to the same cause as
that which has multiplied the wall-eyed pike, namely the fisgh hatchery,

the carp fry often escaping down Trout brook into the Mississippi. It
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is impossible to prevent some of the fry so escaping, and the result is the
stockcing of the river with a valuable fish, without &trouble to the govern-
ment officials and to the benefit of the poor fighermen.

Next iA importance to the sucker is the bullhead or horned pout,
a species of the catfish or Pimelodus (sic.). This fish does not wear
scales, but is encased in a tough skin. It is a favorite with many figh
eaders, and 1s styled on mayy cheap reabsurants munus, silver salmon.
Occasionally the gemuine catfish is caught, and has been known to exceed
forty pounds in weight. Iower down the Mississippl the catfish often at-

tains sixty pounds weight, and is a tough fish %o handle at the end of a

pole.

The smaller specles of fish mentioned are more or less plenti-
ful, according to the season, and go to fill in the corners of the figh
Yox. They mre more or less bony and seldom possess any distinctive
flavor. ****

But %o return to the fishermen of the Mississippi. After the
morning catch, the fish are placed in floating fish boxes to preserve
them. Sometimes they are sold in bdulk to fish peddlers who make the
rounds of the fishermen's shanties with a sorry-dooking horse and a

dilapidated cart, but occasionally the figherman carries his figh to
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market himself. Many restaurants obtaln thelr supply of fish from this
gsource. Much of the fish is s0ld at the market, and any morning from

B (sle.) o'clock scores of economical Mousewives may De seen malking thelr

purchases of the fish-laden carts behind the maricet on Wabasha street

/8%. Paul/. The price at which it is retailed averages b {slc.) to 6

(sic.) cents per pound for the commoner varieties and 8 (sic.) %o 10
(slc.) cents for the better class.

This fisk trade plays an lmportant part, not only in supporting
1tz hukdred or more fishermen and their families, but in furnishing a large
portion of the poorer classes in the eity with cheap food., The fish is
(sie.) fresh and good, even 1f it (sic ) does not include black bass,
lake and brook trout, white fish or other kinds of the more expsmsive
¢lass of fresh water fish, and is an important element in supplying a

variety of food %o the masses.”




Red River of the North.

St. Paul Dally Glode
X1 4 Sunday, Feb.10,1889 (sfe.)
Hist. Soclety L. 5. Staples.

#5, Col. #2, Article headed "Bridge Contracts Awarded."

"Grand Forks, Dak. Feb. 9.« Gontracts for two bridges across the

Red Blver were awarded by the council tonight. Thes Missourl Valley

&
Bridge company, Leavenworth, Kan., gets the contract fo!\tho super-

structures at $23,213 (sle.) Van Norman Iambert, of Minpeapolis, gets
the sub=-structure contract at §39,242.08; work to begin in fifteen days
and be completed Aug. 1. These blds are over $12,000 in excess of the
bonds issued by the elty, The contractors agree to walt three monphs

°
after eompleation of the work for the excess money."

*These bridges were to cross the Red at Orand Forite. Apparently, no

federal aprropriation was made.
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Rainy River,
Vermillion River & Vermillion Lake. Navigation, ste.

The Dally Ploneer Press. /St. Paml & Mpls./
XXXv1l 248 Friday, Sept.5,18%90
Higt. Speclety L. B. Staples.

P.3, Col.l. Article headed "Fn Routs to Rainy River."  /Extracts/

"On Board the Minnie Lemont, Iake Vermilllon, Minn., Special
Correspondence, Sept. 2.~ Plans for the Ralny river @aditian vare
changed slightly thiz morning after consultation with cur guides, and
at 2 (slec.) this afterncon the party embarked on the Minnle Lemont for
2 point about eolght miles up the Vermillion river, which flows into the
lake of the same name adout twenty miles from Tower /Mian./ .‘ Walre-em-up,
the Indian engaged last night %o recrult a band of Indlans to accompany
the party as voyageurs and laborers, showed up at noon with two Indlans
and & small but enthusiastic jag. Upon falthful promises $o bring in
more of the former and less of the latter he was sent out again and we
hope to have him Join us at our first camp with a dogen Indians whom we
ean employ %o do the 'toting' at the portages /apparently the portages
on the Ralny river/.

e Another object [besides deternining extent of $imber steal-
ing/ in making the trip is to exzamine into a number of entries made in the
Duluth land office that are believed to be fraudulent. If those tracts of
land are found to be illegally held by non-residents the land will de /
reopened for settlement, and the color of the title under which it 1s now

held will be set aside. Vermillion lake,; even under leaden skies, is a
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beautiful sheet of water, dotted with lovely timbered islands with sturdy
rock-bound shores. There are four little steamers on the lake engaged

in earrying supplies for lumber and mining cemps.® **%*

*Note: This trip was made by governmental /Federal/ representatives $o
deternine the extent of timber stealing in the district and examine en-

tries of Duluth land office. Staples.

3 Note: The Vermillion river flows out of Vermillion lake to Crane Lake

& Lake Winnipeg, this point (now ealled Vermillion Dam.) 1s 1,000 £%.

above sea level, the 'Continental Divide.' - E4.
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Iittle Fork Rainy River Navigation by cance. [Desc./

The Daily Ploneer Press /St.Paul & Mplas./
XAV IL 260 Sun.Sept.7, 1890,

Hist. Society L. S. Staples.

#12, Col. 4; articled headed "In the Voods." [Extracts/

"In Camp On Little Fork River, Mimn., Sept. 3,~ From ths camp
on Vernillion river, adjasent to the Indian village of Wake-em-up, Wwe reach-
od this point by a portage of five miles through what is called a swamp in
eivilization, ut up in this country bears the name of muskeg. **** When

the sesond trip /over the swanp for parapharnalia of expedist on\/ is finighe

ed the eanoes will be lammched and paddled down the Idttle Fork to Sturgeon
river. Ths heaviest of the freight will bo left here in charge of two nen,
who will walt at this camp until an extra large canoce can be secured by an
Indian who has deen commissioned to purchase it. Then the freight will be
paddled down the Iittle Fork and held at the mouth of Sturgeon river until
our return from an exploration of that stream. ****

The 3ittle Fork is a crooked 1little stream through which it is a
4ifficult thing %o paddle a canoe on account of the large number of fallen

trees that obstruct the channel. **** "
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Rainy River Region Navigation, Power Site, ete.

The Daily Ploneer Press  /St. Paul & Mpls./
Vil 292 Mon. Oetober 20,1890

Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples.

#1, Cols. 1-8, article headed "Rainy River Region." [Bxtract/.

"Falls of the Ash River, Special Correspondence, Oct.8.- The

sastern division of the United States land office,sxpeditiontdo Rainy

river and tributary stroams left Fort Fransis, Ont., /across border from
International ¥alls, Minn./, or, more properly, & point on the Americsm
shore opposite Fort Francls /Must have been on present site of Internmational
Falls, Minn./, Sept. 30 (sic.) for an investigation of Ralny lake, lake
Kabetogana, Ash and Daly vivers. **** There is here /at Ft. Francis/ every
advantage for the establishment of a metropolis. The water power running
avay umatilized over the falls of the Bainy river is sufficient te drive

a hundred large mills or mamufactories. NEasy accessidble is a sufficient
amount of good btuilding stone to construct a sity. On either bank of the
najestic river for eighty miles below a fertile country, the Canadian,bank
of which ias sufficiently developed to prove that the soll 1s a mine of
wealth for any one who will utilisze 1t, provided an outlet for its pro-
ducts can be assured. Above Fort Francis the Rainy lake affords means of
steanboat navigation for fifty miles through a countyy that is not equal
agriculturally to the lower end of the river, yet much better than land
that has been settled on in other portions of the States and Canada.
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The people of Fort Francis - there are about half a hundred
white residents - are so many Wilkins Micawbers, waiting for something
$o turn up. Several ysars ago an effort was made to unite the two por-
tions of the river now impassable for steamboats by reason of the falls
at the village /of Fort Francis/ by means of a canal. An appropriation
was secured and worlt begun on a canal that was to be 800 (sic.) feet
long and run from the bay below the falls to navigable waters above. 'rhci'o
were bYoom days for St. Francls and ti\c future looked very rosy. Then
cane & dlsaster to the man who had charge of the works that put an end
to Sheir prospects of oolplntion.‘ Brushing the cobwebs of a few years
avay from the narrative and relieving it from much of its political preju-

dice, 1t seems that the faninion government appropriated $350,000 (sic.) for

this work and that the exact amount expended will never bde known owing to
the fact the boolkkesper, in traveling from the dam to Rat Portage, broke
through fce four feet thiclk and lost the books in the river /whole sentence
sle./. 'Wiithout the assistance of another appropriation the dam cannot

be completed and steamers coming up the river are obliged to transfer
freight destined for Rainy Lake (sic.) to steamers built and operated above
the falls. The frail comnecting link between Fort Francis and civiliza-

tion during the considerable portion of the year when the river is froszen
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18 by means of dog trains down the river and the Lake of the Woods to the
Canadian Pacific at Rat Portage. **"*

The Hudson Bay company has a trading post at Fort Francis, their
principal dealinge here, as at other points, being with the Indians, in
the nature of an exchanlie of goods for furs. There is but one American
here and he could be easily spared. With Yankee nerve he has forced his
way in here, and is making a good living by selling very bad whisky to

the Indians. A year or s0 ago he was given a license to sedl liguor by

the ionin!on excise commissioners, but it was soon revoked, owing to the

tough character of the place. About the time that our party arrived our
fellow American came home from a trip to Rat Portage and brought with him
a barrel of double extract of the essence of bumble bee sting, which he
proceeded to deal out to Indians, regardless of the excise authorities.
This fluid had the effect of putting the Indianas to sleep after a fow
drinks, and the shore of the river in front of the joint /sic. at Ft.
Francis/ looks as if there had been a disaster on the river and bodies
were lying on the bank awalting identification. *****

Ouyr trip through the lakes and rivers will probably occupy two
weeka. Upon the return of the party to the Rainy river an investigation
of the rivers flowing into the Rainy near the Lake of the Woods will

/
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complete the trip, and about the time ice forms, probably Nev. 10 (sic.),

we will leave for home via Rat Portage and Wimnipeg."

[Stgned/ R.J.B.
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Description, possibili-

tiss, timber sbealing, commercial
fishing, ete.

Rainy River

The Daily Ploneer Press Est. Panl & Mpls./
XXXVII 326 Mon. Nev. 24, 1890.
Hist. Soclety. L. 8. Staples.

#5, Cols. #1-#2, article headed "Rainy River Possibilities.” /Extracts/

"Coincident with the concluston of our work in connection with
the United States land office expedition to Rainy river came the cold
gray days of squaw winter. **** The settlement of the Bainy river re-
glon would be much facilitated 1f there wers some arrangement mads so
that settlers would not be obliged to maice the long, hard trip now neces-
sary te the land office of Dqluth or 5t. Cloud, accompanied by their
witnesses, 6o make final proof of thelr occupaney of the land. **** The
most fsasible arrangement that could Ve made at present by the government
for the accommodation of settlers /in Rainy river distriect/ would be to
ostablish a land office at Tower, Minn. ***%,

The Rainy, as it nears its outlet i{n the Lalte of the Woods, be-
comes a mighty river, perhaps a third of a mile in width, with banks that
are tillable to the water's edge. Bvidences of the soil's fertility are
abundant on the well settled Canadian shore, where at the season of our visit
the settlers were marketing their crops of vegetables by sending them to
Rat Portage. A% short intervals along the river bank, in fact, in frontodf
nearly every farm, there 1s a wharf built of logs at which steamers land

and take on consignments of produce for commission merchants of Rat Portage.
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The American shore is very poorly setiled, although the quality
of the land is just as good, and its depth back from the river much
greater than that of the Canadlan side. That portion of the queen's
domain that borders on the Rainy is good agricultural land for a few
miles back from the river, but bYeyond a narrow parallel strip the land
is about of the same quality as that through which the Canadian Pasific

runs from Port Arthur to Rat Portage, too poor %o ralse a disturbance on.

the
On this side there are numerous rivers flowing north into Ralay, each

with a fertile valley. On the other side /Canadian/ there are ms tribu-
taries to the Rainy.

The timber stealing that has been done on the streams tridutary
to the lower {iainy. the Blacik, the Bapid, Beaudette and Vinter Road rivers
is mostly of a kind to indicate that it was dome by the mmaller order of
thieves, the kind that are usually vigorously prosecuted by the United
States land office officials. The cutting that has been done on these
rivers is confined to trees that grew so néar the bank that they eould be
rolled in without assistance of a Seam of horses or yoke of oxen.

The eutting on these rivers was done by small crews of men who
went up stream in the fall and cut what they eould handle easily without
teams and floated their stealings down into the Rainy in the spring.
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There was a panic among these men whan they heard that the land office was
to send an expedition up in the woods %o investigate the stealing that had
been done and they moved over into Canada to mawalt our departure. Soms
valuable pointers could be given these amateur thieves dy a fimm of Duluth
lumbermen who seemingly controlled the asxpedition and for whose wholesale
trespaseing there was nottime nor permission to investigate. At the mouth
of the Ralny river, sitting high upon the terraced American dank is the
home of Captain Iooney, 2 man who is well known to the ploneers of S5t. Paul
and the river men of the upper Mississippi. Twenty-five miles south of
the junction of the Rainy and the lake 1%t 1s thought that there will be a
railroad by the end of next yesar. The Duluth and Winnipeg is the road that
is to open up this comtry, and from a point epposite the junction of the
Rainy river and the lake of the Voods, 1t 1s sald to be the intention of
the new railroad %o build s spur down to the lake for the purposs of
tapping the lumber and other commercilal business of the long waterway form-
ed by the lake and river. *** This point, the southern extremity of the
lake /Lake of the Woods/, is Dut a fov miles further from Vinnipeg then is

Rat Portage, and has the advantage of posséssing an excellent harbor /at

Capt. Looney's location/ for the steamers that navigate the lake and

riversy There are already twenty-two of these ****. The fishing interests
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/commereial/ on the American side of the lake of the Woods are becoming
quite an extensive industry. The Canadian govermment does not allow the
fish to be capjured in thelr waters by means of the seine, so D. P, Reed,
the propristor of the Garden island fishery, moves over to our side of

the lake and catches fish all summer and enjoys the profits of the sea-

gson's work in Canada during the winter. To make !{a trifle less question-

able Mr. Reed recently took in as partners in his scaly scheme &
Minnsapolis firm, and under this real or pretended partnership they are
fdoing business as the Baltimore Packing company and ¢alling upon the
United States Marshal to protect them from protests of the Indians when-
ever the Indiane Vegin to murmur st the wholesale slaughter of the fish.

The fish caught last season by this concern smounted to about
250,000 (gic.) pounds. About 80 (sic.) per cent of these were sturgeon, the
remaining smount belng nearly equally divided between whitefish and pickersl.
¥hile the average white man with an ungalvanized stomach might feel inclined
to present these fighermen with a ehromo for their efforts to annihilate
the sturgeon, the Indians do not feel so kindly about it, for to them the
removal of the sturgeon, or any considersbly portion of them, means a
shortage, 1f not = total deficit, in their principal article of food. One
old Indian at the village of Hungry Hall, pprosife Capt. Loanoy'l)uplaim
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to me that the white men had placed some sort of a spell on the sturgeon,
hoodooed them as 1t were, and that he believed the sturgeon were cragy, or
else they would not crowd into the white man's nets as they have been doing
all summer. Perhaps there is more in the old Indian's theory than would
appear from a casual investigation; it is certainly true that when the
sturgeon die they are inseine /note by-play of word "insane."/. ****

#5853 The village of Fungry Hall, on the Canadian side of the
mouth of Rainy river, has been deserted by nearly everybody except the
Indians. The Hudson Bay company formerly had a trading post at that point,
but they gave 1t up, and, although the mail still comes and goes from

Hungry Hall with fortnightly regularity, there 1s no one to redeive the

mail pouch in the officlal capacity of postmaster, so anyons who thinks
there is a letter for him simply forces an entrance to the building where
the Hudson Bay people formerly did business and examines the uncalled for
mail for himgelf. Mr. Prosser [H. R. Prosser, deputy collector of customs,
having his office at Captain Looney's house on the American side of bvorder,
across from Hungry Hall, at the mouth of the Rainy wiver/ and I went over
to this particular postoffice to put some letters in the mall bag, and

not liking the {dea of burglarizing the place by foreing a door or crawl-
ing through a window, Prosser said: "I will ask this antique aboriginal
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k
terrier for a key. Just get onto my Xnowledge of Chippewa." For the

next five minutes Progser filled the immediate atmosphere with frantie
efforts to explain to the Indien that he wanted a%ey g0 that he could
open the door. After he had given up his efforts at Chippewsn conversationm,
the Indian sald in perfectly clear English: "I presuse you want a %ey‘l'

#e%% 1In conclusion I venture the suggestion that it 1s the duty
of the govermment, if it ever intends %o proteect the great forests of
Northern Minnesota, to locate at the Rainy river, during the logsing sea~
gon, an efficient agent with twe very competent woodsmen, and give them
ingtructions and full power to arrest all trespassers upon the publie
domain; in this way the timber will be protected and the majesty of the
law established on the Border."

[81gned/ R.J.3.




Vater Power

The Dally Pioneer Press /St. Paul & Npls./
XXXVII 327 Tuesday, Nov.25,1890
Hist, Soclety L. S, Staples.

#9, Col. #1, article headed "DULUPH"--Rgubhead," "New Hands Take

Hold of the St, Louis Water Power Company."

"Duluth, Special Telegram, Nov. 24.- The St. Louls Vater Power
company, with its thousands of acres of land bordering on the St. louls
river and its inestimadle franchisss, has passed into new hands. The
following gentlemen now constitute the company: E. L. Emery, president,
Pulutki 7. E. Eennedy, secretary and treasurer, Puluth; J. A. Taylor,
general manager, Puluth; Board of Direstors, F. J. Stevens, Boston,

Mass.; Osorge V. Lane, Salem, Mags.; Sumner ¥_allace, Aldert Wallace,
Rochester, N.H.; Reginald Bolton, G.B., london, Eng., and J. H. Brigss,
Daluth.

The negotiations have been in progress for nearly a year through
which the old compeny, at the head of which was Jay Cooke, transferred their
interests to the above company. The company is capitalized at $2,000,000
(ste.). Duluth now looks for the grestest era ever lmown in her progress.
The eorporation represents millions of money, and 1t proposes not only to
develop to 1ts full capacity the vast water power of the St. Louls, dut %o
establigh, as well, industries on i1%s own asccount. The chief object of the
company, however, will be the construction of 2 series of dams, which will
enable them to rent and lease the power to all industries and manufacturing
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entablighments along the 8%, Iouls valley. The company is incorporated
under the laws of Viscongin (sle.), and the new company will hold its
firet meeting Jan.5,1891 (gic.), at Superior, when {t will meet with the
old members of the company. The o0ld company was organized early in the
'808 (slc.). The firat step of the new company will be $o build a dam
at Thompson. The plans are already drawm and the englneer hired to do
the work. As soom as this dom 15 completed the company will put in a

plant at once to mamufacture slate pressed drick of the same class kmown

ags Oregz's ornamental bricks. The amount of power to be ntilized has been

estimated by John Birkenbine as doudle that of the Falle of St. Anthony 1if the
whole fall bBetween 5%t. Paul and Mimmespolls wers utilized. The fall from
Thompson to Fond du Tae 1g 413 (slc.) fest. About 300 (slc.) of this can

be utilized. The minimum flow is 1,200 (slec.) cudic feet per second. The
gompany controls about 10,000 (sic.) acres of land adjacent to the river
between Fond du Lac and Thompson, and will employ all the modern appliances of
sleoctricity to transmit power to a distance. The power to be furnished by
them will be used for flour mills, saw mills, iron and steel plants, pulp

and paper mills, and other plants which require cheap power and a great

fleal of 1t. The second dam which the company proposes to build will be

the largest in the Northwest, to cost $125,000 (sic.), to be located at
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Fond du Lao, Ten (slc.) dams will be built altogether. The slate de~

posits, which are very extensive along the St. Iouls river, will de

warked to thelr fullest capacity, and the refuse used in the mamufacture

of brick which will be commenced sext spring.”

s
X\Phis fs the first time I have seen 1t mentioned that the water power

of the St. louls would Ye used for the produection of eleetricity through

uge of a hydro-alectric plant. Staples.
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Hydro-Electric Power
Prospectus, Town site, etec.

The Daily Pioneer Press /St. Paul & Mpls./
IXXVII 349 Monday, Dec. 15,1890.

Hist. Soclety L. S. Staples.

#9 Tull page advertisement reads as follows:

" 8t. Louls

Bight Miles From St. Louis Land Improvement Company, One Mile From
City Limits of City Limits of
Duluth. Oapi tal $1,000,000 (sic.) Superior.

Has secured 2,600 (sic.) acres of land on the St. Louls River at
the Head of Navigation, with Deep Water on one side, and the St. Louis
Water Power at the nearest avallable point on the other. Electric Power,
generated by the mighty water power, will be furnished manufactories lo~
cating at S5t. Louls at less than one~half the cost of steanm.

St. Louls has the most perfect system of Docks, Eallroad Terminals
and Manufacturing at the Head of the Lakes.

Finest Residence Sites, with the moat Magnificent Views, to be
obtained on the St. Louis River,

Manufactures Already Located.

Flour M{11, 130 x 113 (sic.), Six Stories of Brick and Stone;
Capacity, 7,500 (sic.) Barrels Per Day.

Elevators, Oooper Shops, Warehouses, Etc. Flant %o cost
$250,000 (sic.).

Four Purniture Manufactories, employing One Thousand Men. Office
Furniture and Inside Finish Manufactory, employing
Seventy-five Men, Sash, Door and Blind Mamufactory,




725-B
Contin'd from Pg. 739-A

employing One Hundred Men. All to be of Brick and
Stone. Two Saw Mills, employing One Hundred and
Thirty Men.

Algo, the Duluth & Southern and St. Louis & Superior Rallroad
Companies' Shops, Eound Houses and Terminals.

The Company has let the contract and work has commenced on Six
Fine Residences, and a Hotel to cost $20,000 (sie.).

Iots will not be put on the market until after Janmary 15th.
' Four Hundred Lots will be sold on Building Contracts.
Lots will be sold at prices that will insure a rapid
advance. Don's fall to secure lots at First Sale.’

0. P. Stearns, A. C. Otis,
President General Manager.
Room 7, Phoenix Block, - Daluth, Mian.

*Vhole advertisement seems highly promotional. Staplesi_




St. Iguls

The Dally Pioneer Press  /St. Paul & Mpls./
XXVII 349 Monday, Dec. 15,1890
Hist. Soelety L.8.Staples

#3, Cols. #2, #3 and #4, Article headed "A Great Industrial Era."

/Bxtracts/

"Duluth is certainly entitled to speak of 1890 as the dawn of a
new industrial era. OGreat ka has been its improvement in this direction,
the present season has added such strength to what has already been ob-
tained, as to have seemed to have made 1890 egqual to the results of years
of previcus efforts. **** The practical outcome to Duluth is the estabd-
1ighment of three new mamufacturing centers, West Duluth, New Duluth,
Ironton, and a fourth one just opposite the former on the St. Louis friver/,
but in the State of Wigconsin. These three manufacturing centers on the
Minnesota side will give employment within a very short time to not less
than 10,000 (sf%e.) people, giving them a population of between 30,000 (sic.)
to 40,000 (sic.). ™**" In addition to these three new manufacturing cen-
ters now advancing at a most remarkable speed, a fourth is coming into
existence some ten miles further up the river at the head of the dalles
at the now gleepy town of Thompson. A portion of the St. Louis dalles are
located at this point. The actual location for a dam, invelving the ex-
penditure of the sum of $50,000 (sic.) 1s at this very moment being determin-

ed by a corps of engineers, and so far as the weather will permit this dam

will be under construction the whole of the coming season. In connection
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with this dam several manufacturing establishments will be founded immediate-

1y, the plans for which are drawn and the machinery for which is ordered. ****
Before many months have elapsed, nearly every wheel operating these work-
shops /in West Duluth, New Duluth, Ironton, Thompson, ete./ will be propelled
by a single power radiating from the same center, as mysterious as it is
poverful and effective. We refer here to the conversion of the grest water
povers of the 8t. Louis river into electrical power, and the transmission

of the same on the largest and smallest scale to every workshop for power,

ag well as light. ****

In order that we may not be charged with merely dealing in generali-
tiea, we beg leave to call attention to the fact that the electrical power
capable of being transmitted twenty miles is now nn’;:\tjablilhod fact. It
i# already running mills, for instance, at La.rimra;' Wyo. There a great flow
mill is operated by 1%, ahd in California great mining operations are deing
conducted by 1t. In short, it is taking the place of horse and steam pover
daily, and the dams referrsd to above will afford a convenient means by which
the vast unused powers of the St. Louis dalles will be brought into requiasi-
tion and practical use and the two great manufacturing towns of Ironton and

New Duluth will be brought within three miles of the dam fto be tmilt at

Fond duv Lac. ****
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The transfer and the development of the new immense water power
of the S5t. Louis river deals creates an entire new era in the industrial
poseibilities at the head of the lakes; and if no other industrial event
had taken place during the year, that particular development would have

‘sufficed to have marked it as one of the most important events in the

M story of Duluth. ****
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Tinbér transportation &
Timber stealing.

The Daily Ploneer Press /St. Paul & Mpls./
XXXVIIX 38 Thurs. Feb. 5, 1881

Hist. Society L. 8, Staples.

#1, Col. #7 headed "Stole The Timber." [Extracts/

"Waghington, Special Telegram, Feb. 4.- The special agents of

the general land office appointed in June last by Secretary Noble to in-
vestigate alleged large timber dcpridation' in the Hainy lake and Rainy
river countdy in Northern Minmnesota, by both American and Canadisn parties,
have made their official report.

It 18 stated in the reports that such definite information of
large dspredations has been obtalned as will snable the goveramsnt to
gustain actions of law agalnst the trespassers. The yearly average of
loge passing through the Rainy river {s sald to be 45,000,000 (sic.) and
50,000,000 (sic.) feet. Of this amount about four-fifths came from the
United States and the balance from Canada. A very large part of this
lumber is unlawfully cut from government land. Several instances where
lands have been improperly certified to the State of Minnesota as swamp
lands have been discoversd.

The interior department will undon‘btodly\ury soon begin legal

proceedings against the guilty parties. same’




Dam for Power Site.

The Daily Ploneer Press /5t. Paml & Mpls./
XXXVIII 64 Thurs. Mar.5,1891

Hist. Soclety L. 5. Staples.

#8, Col. 3, headed "Duluth." [Extract /

"Duluth, Special Telegram, March 4.~ James Melntire, of
Puffalo, arrived in the ¢ity to-day with all material and tools

neceasary to commence to construct the first dam on the St. Louis
river at Thompson. WVorkk will begin to-morrow. The first dam will
be completed before the 1ice goes out #f possible. The other dams
will not be built until the ice goes out. The firast dam will cost
$25,000 (sic.), Twelve dams will be constructed altogether. Ample

provigion will be made for the sluieing of logs."




The Daily Pionser Press  /St. Paul & Mpls./
XXXVIII o4 Thurs. Mar. 5, 1891
Hist. Bociety L. 8. Staples.

#8, Col. #2, headed "Redeening Waste Land." [ixtracts/

"The Red river drainage commission held two meetings yesterday
at the Merchant's hotel /St. Panl/, and a third will be held this after-
noon at 2130 o'clock. This commission has been established about five
years and its object 1s to reclaim a vast amount of land which is now
anmially overflowed and converted into marsh by the Red river and its
branches. Over 200,000 acres are thus yearly rendered useless. It
happens that occasionally some farmer can be found who is hardy emough
to attempt to make use of these lands. Nach year he must wait until the
sun has evaporated the waters from the land, and 1t is generally the
case that his spring sowing takes place in summer. The farmer soon gives
it up in dlsgust.

There are three tributaries to the Red river, and Sand Kill,
the Snake and the Tamarack rivers, which flow through the valley of the
Red river. Through some cause these rivers have become dammed at their
mouths, and, being unable to carry off the waters of the spring rains,
they overflow the eountry and make the valley a vast marsh for many months.
The commission desires to get an appropriation to open up these rivers

and to construct such works that the lands may be kept dry.
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Only a small amount will bde asked from the state, and this will
be used to dredge the rivers and do the greater part of the work, the
expenses of the minor porticons being borne by the counties which are
benefitted by the proposed constructions. ****

The commission represents a large number of citiszens and pro-
perty holders in the Red river valley, who are anxious to see the lands
reclained and thrown open to settlers. *** It is said the freat Northem

road is deeply interested in the matter *** The Great Northern, it is

sald, will profit 25 (sic.) per cent by the expense incurred in making the

improvenents, *** The morning session was mostly of preliminary charac-
ter. A few new members were added, and resolutions were passed uring the

1

Legislature to take some action regarding the drainage of these lands. ***

*A comnmittes was chosen %o prepare a bill %o be presented to the

Legislature to secure money for this Arainage project. Staples.




Red River

The Daily Ploneer Press  /St. Paul & Mpls./
Hist. Society E. 8. Staples

#8, Col. #2, headed "Their Labors Completed." [Extract/

"The Red river drainage commission again met at the Merchants
hotel /St. Paul/ yesterday afterncon. The special committee which had
been appointed to draw up a bill to be presented to the Senate and House
reported. The bill will be introduced by Senator Lommen in the Senate
and by Representative Uhfnloy in the ﬂouu. The commigsicners feel
confident that the measure will be adopted, and that work will soon be
begun to prevent a roaurrenoo of tho disastrous floods in the Red river
valley. BSome of the logi slators !’ro- the southern part of the State
met the commission and agrsed to help the measure along.

The bill 1s entitled 'An gct to appropriate moneys to the
counties of Wilkin, Clay, NHorman, Polk, Marshall and Kittson to atd i{n
draining State and other lands.’ In substance, it provides that all

5 T
the money in the jtate Yreasury for the internal improvement fund is to

be devoted %o the drainage of the lands in these counties; but the amourt
fs not to exceed $12,000 (sic.) a year for four years. The expenditure
of this money is to be controlled by a board of four, consisting of the
governor, the secretary of state, one person to be selectsd by the chair-

men of the boards of county commissioners of the said counties and one
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person to be selected by the Great Northern Railway company. No money

T
is to be pald out of the itate treasury until the Great Northern Railway

company has feposited with the State Treasurer a sum equal to one-fourth
of the amount to be appropriated by the State.

It will be seen that the total amount to be devoted to this work
will be $62,500 (sic.), of which amount the State is asked to pay
$12,800 (sic,). This is much less than the cost of this gigantic enter-
prise, but it is hoped by this means to make a begimning, and afterward
continue the work. The counties will each contridute a large amount to

help make the improvement. **+*’




Mississippl
Oreat Lakes Canal

The Dally Ploneer Press /8t. Panl & Mpls./

XXXVIII 98 Wed., Apr. 8, 1891
Hist. Soclety ‘ L. 8. Staples

!

#5, Col. #5, item headed "Our Waterways."

"Mayor Smith /of St. Paul/ yestorday received from New Orleans
a sircular contalning the report of Gov. Nichols of Louisiana of the
proceedings of the great waterways convention which was held in New
Orleans on May 3, 1890 [sle/. Accompanying the circular was the fol-
lowing letter:

New Orleans, April 6, 1891 (slc.).~ Hon. Mayor of St. Paul -

Dear Bir: I respectfully ask your co-operation in a movement
for the improvement of the great waterways of the Mississippt valley.

In the plan elaborated dy James B. Rads, Bugene Underwood and

myseli as member of the executive committee of the convention held in

o
New Orleans, it was contemplated to connect the river with the lakes by

a canal from St. Pmul to or near Duluth.

A gtudy of the geographical and commercial position of St. Panl
will at once show you the advantage of such an enterprise.

I will bring about a convention of the people of the valley, say

at Bt. Louls, next spring, for the furthsrsnce of the purpose.
Yours respectfully,

/%1 gnett/ Charles 6. Johngon,
Commigsioner for Louisiana.

1




‘Mississippl. Navigation

The Daily Ploneer Press /8%. Panl & Mpls./
XXXVIIX 12 Friday, May 1, 1891

Hist. SOC!Qty L. 8. Sta})lQ!.

$4, Col. #6, article headed "Duluth;" par. #2. [Extract/

"Agticles of the Prarie River Navigation and Improvement com-

pany were filed this momning /at Duluth/. The company will male
Duluth {ts prineipal place of business, and has for its object the
{mproving and opening for navigation the river nemed. Its eapital
stock is $40,000 (sic.). The first board of directors is as €ollows:
Frederick Powers, 8. 5. Snith, Isass B. West, ¥. E. Worden and Henry

Ingersol."




Improvement

The Daily Ploneer Press /St. Paul and Mpls,/
XXXVIII 199  Bat., July 18,1891

Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples

#1, Col. #5, article headed "Work on the Rivers,” /Extract/ par. #6.

"On the Red River of the North operations /by Government engi~
neers/ have been confined to completing the repairs to the dredging
flests, and this year worlchs been Yegun on the chamnel between Orand
Forks and the boundary. It ig estimated that $34,508 (stec.) will be

necessary to complete the existing project.”




Iwprovement.

The Dally Ploneer Press /St. Paml « Mpls./
XXXVIII 283 Sat. Oect. 10,1801
Higt. Soclety L. 8. Staples

#7, Cols. #1 and #2, Article headed "On Western Waterways." /Extract/

"Dredging operations have been sarried on /on the Red River of
the North/ during the season. An appropriation of $34,508.37 (siec.)
will complete the dredging project, but the complete improvement of the
river requires other means. Resarvoirs seam to offer the cheapest me-
thod for the ultimate improvement of the river. An appropriation of
$250,000 (sic.) for this purpose would be profitably expended.

'A few years ago,' sald Oen. Andrews /Gen. C. C. Andrews, chair-

a 5
man of the committee on Miss. river in the ghamber of gommerce, St.Paml/,

'l had conversation at Orookston with an American steamboat captain who,
during the last military expedition te Egypt, was employed by the
British government to run one of the many steamboats on the Nile. This
captain sald the whole valley of the Nile was a network of navigable
channels and there is no reason why the streams in the Red River Valley
ghould not be improved so as to afford the public gheap means of trans-
portation. i




730-A
Innovation of Hauling Logs
by Rall in Preference to Transporta-
General item t:on!by small Streams to the Migeis-
sippl.

The Daily Pioneer Press /St. Panl/
XXXVIII 288 Thars. Ogt. 15. 1891

Higt. Soclety L. 8. Staples

#2, Gol. #3, article captioned "Hanling loge By Rail."

"Grand Rapids, Minn., Oct. 14.~ The Itasca Iumber company yester-
day began the full operation of the logging rallway it has constructed
during the past summer, hauling the first saw logs of the season. Some
seven miles of track are in use, into a fine body of timber, and the
innovation is an eye-opener to the old-time operators, who were wont to
wait t111 midwinter for snow for sleds. The equipment is most ocomplete,
locomotive and cars being Built expressly for the line.

The logs are dumped from the cars into the water at the new
town of Comptom, six miles west of this place /Grand Rapids. Note!
Compton, according to B. L. Polk & Co.'s Uagettesr of Minn., North &
South Dakota and Montana, published at S5t. Paul, vol. #X, 1896-97, p.253,
esl. 1, par. 4, Complon was a small town, 7 miles N.¥. of Grand Rapids,
the county seat. Apparently it was on the Miss. Biver. Modern maps dor't
show it, nor can I find it on old maps. Polk's gaszeteer lists the towmn
as "a discontimed post office in Itasea county.”/. The logging train
will haul a doszen or more cars, each carrying from fifteen to twenty-fiwe
saw logs that will go five to elght logs to the thousand. It {s under-

stood that the trains can make, at the present distance, five tripe per
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day, say 26,000 (sic.) to 30,000 (sic.) feet each trip, or about

160,000 (sic.) feet per day, enough for the full capacity of one of
the largest of modern saw mills. The entire enterprise of construction,

and now of operation, is under Manager J. P. 8ims of the Itasca com-

pany. "
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Red River of the North Freight Tonnage Transported.

The Daily Pioneer Press /S5t. Paul/
XXXVIII 290 Sat. Oct. 17,1801
Higt. Seclety L. 8. Staples

#2, Col. #4, article headed "Western River Traffic. /Extracts/.

"In 1889 (sic.), 3,637 tons (sic.) of freight were carried on
the Red River of the North /from U. S. Census Bulletin on Traffic on
the Rivers of the Mississippt Valley./, 8,373,448 (alc.) tons on the

upper Migsissippl and its Sridutaries ***¢

Ivia. P {:2. Col. ,'41 Par. 1

8% on the upper Mississippl and its tridutaries there were

in 1889 (sic.) 283 (glc.) steamers and 348 (sic.) wnrigged iraft. a
total of 631 (slec,) of all oraft. "***
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Proposal for Improvimg
navigation by Reservoir System.

The Daily Pyoneer Pross /St. Paml/
IXXIX 42 Thurs. Feb. 11, 1892

Hist. Sgeiety L. 8. Staples

#4, Col. 5, article headed "Reservolr Systems."

"Washington, Special Telegram, Feb. 18,~ Becretary Elikins to-
day submitted to Congreas the report of Maj. Jones, of the examination
and survey of the Red River of the North and its tribustaries above
Yoergue Falls and Crookston, with a view of improving navigation by the
erection of dams or such other means as may be deemed best.

The plan of improvement presented contemplates the formation
of two reservoir systems at Red lake and Lake Traverse for diminishing
the effects of floods and storing water for use at low stages. The
plan for Red lake is for the construction of a dam with a logk in the
Red river near the outlet of the lake. Navigation up Red River to the
lake is to be provided for by the construction of lockks and dams at
Crockston and Thief river. The Lake Traverse reservoir eontemplates
the division or diversion of Otter Tail river into Rabbit and Bois de
Sioux rivers by constructing s dam and canal near Breckenridge. A dam
and lock on the Bois de Sioux below the mouth of the Rabbit, and a dam
at the foot of Big Stone lake, and exeavation of a canal to connect
Big Stone lake with Lake Traverse. The entire cost of the system is
estimated at $860,000 (sle.). Major Jones suggests that a canal fifty-

five miles long could be constructed from Red lake to Rainy Lake river,
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extending navigation %o that region at a eost of $15,000 (ele.) per mile,

Gen, Camy, chief of enzineers, commenting on the projeet, anys: /q\mtaa/

4
"The amoung of commerge on the Red River of the North does not justify

undertaking a projact of th&s magnitude, and in my opinlon the river is
not worthy of lmprovement to this extent by the genersl hovernment.'"

Jend of quotes/
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Improvement of
Havigation.

The Daily Ploneer Press /st. Paul/
XXXIX 103 Tuesday, Apr.12,1892.

Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples.

#2, Col. #2, article headed "Red River Improvement."

"Washington, Special, April 11.- Senator Hansbrough had a con-

H
ference to-day with Representative Blanchard, chaimman of the kouse

committee on rivers and harbors, relative to improvements of the Red
River of the North between Minnesota and North Dakota. Mr. Blanchard
stated that one reason why no provision was made in the pending bill
was on account of the recommendation of the engineer who disapproved

of the Red river project. Senator Hansbrough stated that the work
which has been done upon the Red River heretofore, while it had removed
certain bars and obstacles, had as a whole worked an injury to the navi-
gation of the stream and claimed that what was needed was locks and
dams. Mr. Blanchard sugzested that the %mtor should secure an amend-
ment to the bill smthoriszing a board of army engineers to investigate
and report upon the project and have the engineers accompanied in their
investigation by persons who had studied the navigation of the Red River
for some time past. Senator Hansbrough sald that he thought it was a
feasible plan, but as it would be some time before the river and harvor
P11 reached the Renate, he would allow the matter to stand until Senstor
Casey, who has had charge of the matter relating to river improvements,
returned and could take steps looking to the more thorough examination

of the project.”
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Improvement
of Navigation.

The Daily Pqoneer Press
IXXIX 8a Tuesday, Mar.29,1892

Hist. Sgcliety L. 8. Staples.

#6, Col. #6, article in first paragraph of this oolumn head

"Superior's Shore."

"Duluth, Special Telegram, March 28.- Seeretary Thompson, of
the %nnbor of &omomo. has received a letter from Chalrman Blanchard,
of the rivers and harbors committee of Congress, informing him that a
large portion of the $80,000 (sic.) to be appropriated for the improve-
ment of the Duluth harbor will be applied to the improvement of the

St. Louis above Grassy ;oint on account of the new mamufactories situat-

ed up the 5t. Louis river. Stremuous work was done to secure an appro-
priation for dredging the St. Iouls river so that 1% would be open to
the passage of lake boats. This is considered one of the most important
victories yet achieved during this session for the benefit of Duluth.
The first appropriation will give St. Louls river a standing for !dpnsru-
sional ald, and no trouble is anticipated in the future of securing

necessary appropriations to complete the dredging and other improvements.

4“. #




Lake Superior
Mipsissippl River

The Daily Pioneer Press /8t. Paul/
XXXIX 85 Sun. Mar. 27, 1892

Higt. Bociety L. B. Btaples.

#9, Cols. #4 and #5, article headed "Canal to Duluth."

"Daluth, March 25.- To the Bditor: With reference %o the
practicabiijty of constructing a canal from the Mississippl to connsct
with Lake Superior, I will state that I have had this matter under
advisement for nearly forty-years, and during that time, in the practice
of my profession as government land surveyor and engineer, have become
acquainted with the whole reglon of country surrounding lLake Superior
and sengequently the streams that flow sach way from the height of land
to the lake and into the Mississippi. There have bdeen several youtes
nentioned, But I believe nature has fixed only two practicable routes -
one by way of the 5t, Croix river and lake and the Brule and down that
streanm to a point about nine miles from the lake, and thence to the har-
bor at Superior and Duluth; the other to improve the Mississippl #rom
St. Faul to the mouth of Vest Swan river above Sandy lake, thence by
canal fifteen miles to the St. louis river and down this stream to
Dpluth and Superior.

The first route is the shortest and has a lower summit to over-
come by the lockage; about thirty locks and dams up the St. Iouis river

and thirty-four locks down and twenty-five miles of actual canal %o readh
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"
Leke Superior, the harbor of Superior and Duluth.

At the big dam erected by lumbermen about one mile above the

mouth of Moose ereek /on the St. Croix. He must mean "Nevers Dam," just

above St. Croix Falls/, a reservoir dam could be comstructed of suffi-
clent helght to flow back to the summit, ralsing upper 5t. Croix lake
about ten feet and holding all the tributary streams emptying into the
St. Croix above that point. These streams are the outlets of many lakes
at their sources, all of which can be made reservoirs to hold the spring
floods and June rains to the close of the season of nmavigation. TFyom
the northwestern end of upper Lake S5t. Croix to the canoe landing at the
head of cance mavigation on the gsouth branch of the Bois Brule river the
distance 1s about 13 (sic.) miles through a cedar swamp, and from
appearances there will bYe no rock excavation in making a sufficient cut
for the canal across the sammit. Fyom this point the stream /Bois Brule/
winda through a narrow vallsy for several miles before raplds are reach-
ed, where a permanent dam can de erected to the same height of the dig
dam on the St. Croix /Wevers Dam/. The Brule river 1s fed by mumerous

springs and has a nearly uniform flow uf water the whole season.
Between these last mentioned dams will be formed a lake nearly

thirty miles long across the summit and having a larger catch basin than
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can be obtained at any other summit. From this upper dam on the Brule
river the stream runs nearly due north to lLake Superior,

There will be three or four points where some roclk excavations
will have to be made in putting in dams and locks until we get below the
copper range. From this point we leave the valley of the Brule river
and construct a canal to the southeastern end of Allouz bay, the harbdor
of Superior and Duluth.

This improvement would revolutionize freight rates on all cum-
bersome goods and be of immense advantage to all of the cities on thie
end and for gquite a distance down the Migelssippi. Stone can be deliver-

ed at various points on the line for the construction of locks and dams.”

/Signed/ Oeorge R. Stunts.

® The writer's statements are rather confusing, I believe he means
"about thirty locks and dams up the 5t. Oroix river and thirty-four
locks down the Brule and twentyffive miles of actual canal to reach
Lake Superior.” Staples.




Lake Superior
Mississippt River

The Daily Pioneer Press  /St. Paul/
XxIx a8 Thurs. March 31,1892.

Hist. Socliety L. 8. Staples.

#56, Col. #2, article headed "Favors s Canal"

"At She %hubor of %omercc Jof 8%. Paul/ mesting yesterday
norning a report was received from the committee on Mississippil river
relative %o the proposed canal between Lake Superior and the Missiassippi
at the Twin Cities. The committee consists of 0.C. Andrews, H. S.
Fairchild, V. A. Sommers, David Day and I. J. Hedgson. The report
reads as follows: /quotes from repors/ 'On the 24 (etc.) day of

December last this chamber adopted resclutions requesting the Mimnesota

?.natora and \(Repreaontatlvas in Congress fo use thelr efforts for an

appropriation for a thorough survey to determine what, if any, practi-
cable line for a canal, with capacity for barges and vessels that eould
navigate the lakes, oxists to unite Lake Superior with the Mississippl
river at the Twin Cities. As reasons for such a sarvey the following
facte nay be stated:

In 1875 (atc.) the Lesgislature of Minnesota appropriated
$3,000 (sic.) for a survey for a canal to conmnect Lake Superior with
the 5t. Orolx river, and Messre, L. K. Stannard of Taylor's Falls and
R. R. Davis of Stillwater, as commissioners, the same year, with thelr

assistants, made a partial survey of several routes. Their report was

*Recently organiszed.
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transmitted to the Leglslature by Gov. C. K. Davis and was printed. Their
report 414 not determine which route was the most practicable, but gives
the impression that several routes are practicadle. If a canal detween
Lake Superior and the 8t., Croix should prove practicable 1%t iz supposed
that the lstter river toc its mouth and the Migeissipp! thence to the Twin
Cities wonld be improved to the same cepacity as the canal, A eanal thus
vniting our greatest lake system with cur greatest river system would be
emphatically a national improvement, and ought to bde undertaken by Con-
grens rather than by any separate State.

Daring the season of 1891 (sic.) the rate of transportation on
hard coal by railroad from Buffalo to Chicego was $1.78 (ste.) per ton,
and from Chicago to St. Panul and Minneapolis, $2.50 (siec.) per ton; total,
$4.28 (sic.). By water the rate from Buffalo to Duluth was 40 (sic.)
cents per ton; dockage at Duluth, 50 (sie.) cents per $ton, and from
Duluth to St. Paul and Minnespolis, by railway (150 miles), $1.50 (sie.);
total, $2.40 (eic.). Vers thare a through water route to the two cities
mentioned, thcy‘ would save a million dollars a year in freight charges

on the single item of coal.

a
*Rather indefinite whom is "they." Perhaps the ber's report meant
the people of Minnesota, or, perhaps, the wholesale coal dealors. Staples.
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The Miani canal from Toledo to Cineinnati is, with its feeders,
282 (sic.) miles long, and, like many other canals in our country, has
proved of immense benefit in regulating and cheapening tmn:ponatiqn.
One of its incldental benefits is that the water power furnished by its
locks has developed mamufacturing i{ndustry in employing a capital of
over $30,000,000. Ohio has elghty-eight counties, yet the twenty-seven
eount les :croued by the canal comprise more than half the wealth of
the State. It 1s pometimes sugzested that rallroad companies would be
1likely to eppose this canal project, tut such a view is very ghort-
sighted, because the increased mamufacturing and industrial development
which the canal would produce would vastly increase railrosd eammings.
So, aleo, 1V 1s sometimes sald that the lake 0l%ies, Puluth and Superior,
would be Jjealous of such a canal. That also 1s absurd. The great city

|
of Liverpool does not object to the canaks which extend from her harbor

to the interior cities. On the contrary these sanasls have greatly in-
eéreased her trade and wealth. Witness, for example, the celebrated
Liverpool and Leeds canal which has made the latter interior city a
phenomenon of mamufactures, and which, by the way, has an elevation
above the harber of Liverpool of 433 (slc.) feet or about as much as

can be expected on the canal proposed. These and many other facts and
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reagsong Justify this community in demanding the above mentioned survey;

and 1% 18 desirable that our \%enu.tors and {gpresentativen in Congress

be impressed with the deep interest felt here in the subject.
P
Resolved, That the Rresident communicate a copy of the fore-
going to Senators Davis and Washburn and Representative Csstle as

expressive of the views of this ghamber." ****




Lake Superior
Mississippl River

The Daily Pioneer Press

IXXIX 108 Thursday, Apr. 14,1892
Hist. Spclety L. 8. Staples.

#2, Col. #4 and #5, article headed "That Duluth Canal."”

"Stillwater, April 13.- To the editor: In your paper of a fev days
past (I think the 26th or 27th of March) /The Daily Plonmesr Press, Vol.
XXXIX, #85, Saun. March 27, 1893, p. 9, cols. 4 and B. See my pages 744%A %o
E inclusive./ I saw an able article upon a subject that has been talked and
written about, pro and con, the past winter, vis., 'Canal from Lake Superior
to the Mississippl.' The article was signed by George R. Stunits (sic.),
and is the bdest that I have seen upon the subject. It had a practical snap
about 1t that interested me as an engineer. The subject is interesting to

all Northwestern people, as well 1t may be, Mr. Stunits (sic.) has no doudbs

selected the right route, dut gives no figures as to sise of canal, etc., and

am afraid he intends it for an old-fashioned tow-path canal, judging from a
gertain phrase in his article, (1 ¢ ) "From this point we leave the valley
of the Brule river, and congtruct a canal to the southern end of Allouesz bay,
the harbor of Superior and Duluth;" and further on he says - "for quite a dis-
tance down the Mississippi," Now by this langusge he must mean a small canal,
or why not go into Lake Superior at once, &t the mouth of the Brule river,

and save distance and expense of canal to Allouez bay? It is well understood

that it s impractical to make the upper Mississippi deep water navigation.
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To bulld a small canal would be a serious mistake, as it would be taking a
step backward instead of advancing. To kmow this a man has ut to look about
him and gee the 0ld canals of Ohlio, Pennsylvania and New Tork dying a natural
death because they cannot compete with the modern rallway system of this scoun-
try; while on the other hand railways cannot successfully compete with modern
deep water navigation. The proof of this is in the deep water canals now be-
ing constructed at an enormous expense in Harope, vis., the Manchester ship
canal and the Baltic and North Sea ship canal,

I have always thought, and still believe, that there is mot enough

water on the divide $o supply a large canal; btut, if what Mr. Stunits (sic.)
says 18 true, 1t looks as if enough water might be secured, f.e., "Between
these last mentioned dams will be formed a lake nearly thirty miles long across
the mmmit." If this is tiue, and the minimm flow of water measured inte
sald lake would supply a large canal, it ia practical, and ghould be looked

up and examined into, as he says he is an old government surveyor, and 1t is
evident he has looked the ground over thoroughly. While I have fished and
played the part of Nimrod with my friends upon the headwaters of both streams

I have never been upon the divide proper, and was surprised to learn of a low

gwale /sic.; defined: Swale, n. A plece of meadow; often, a slight depressisn

or valley, as in a plain or moor, marshy and rank with vegetation.X P.2543, col.
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3, Webster's New International Dictionary of the Engligh language; J. & C.
Merriam Co., Springfield, Mass., 1934./ acrose i%. Iooking at the profils
and Yench marks of the North Wisconsin railway near this same summit leads
one to think that thers must have been a higher divide than he reports, which
i» Oordon station, mear upper Lake S5t. Oroix, 431 (sic.) feet above Lake
Superior; upper Lake St. Groix, 415 (slc.) feet above Lake Superior; three
miles north of White Birch (divide), €83 (sic.) feet above lLake Superior. If
ten feet added to Lake 8t. Oroix, as he says, will make a lake thirty miles
long across the divide, the canal should be a success, which makes the total
11ft from Lakce Superior 428 (sle.) feet, as per the general opinion of 50O
(sfc.) o 800 (sic.) feet above Lake Superior.

Ve were glad to see Congress take up the question this winter of
Ydeep water to the sea,' and we are proud of our representative, lir. Castle,
in his speech in favor of deep Water as against the small boat or 'fighing
gmack.' There was opposition in Congress to deep water, and 1% was supposed
to come from owners of small boats, or rather medium lake boats, and the whal e~
back company of West Superior was also accused of opposition to deep Water.
Capt. McDougal was interviewed several times on the subject and sald: "We are

not the party opposing it; we can build as large as any, ete.” The real op~

position no doudbt was the railroads operating between Chicage and New York.
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They would look upon any project of this kind as a common enemy to their in-
terests and would fight it hard, Joining issues with the ¢ity of Buffalo, who
looks with a jealous eye upon any lake traffic that may pass her doors %o

the sea, as she represents a toll gate to traffic between the Western lakes
and New York.

The deep water canal from Lake Superior to the Twin Cities will no
doubt some day be bullt; but it may be delayed until deep water is secured
from the great lakes to the Atlantic ocean, which should be done at once, in
the interest of all the inhabitants of the cities and states northwest of the
Ohio river (unless 1% be stockholders in railroads between Chicago and New

York). Congress votes money to improve the Mississippi river, without opposi-

tion. Why? Becanse iho railroads are not interested. They never can make

it deep water navigation, and if they did, a boat loaded at 5t. Paul or St.
louis for Burope is farther from its destination, after 1,000 (sic.) miles of
voyage to the mouth of the river, than when it started. If Burope can tmild
large canals for sea~going traffic, why ¢ annot the United States, with all our
boasted greatness, riches, etc., and the public treasury overflowing with
money? Money expended in permanent improvements is not wasted.

In the December number of the Engineering Magasine (1891) there is a
detalled account of the Manchester canal, from Liverpool to Manchester, only
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thirty=-five miles long, with a 1ift of seventy-one and a half feet. They
had engineering and financial difficulties %o overcome, in an old and thickly
settled country, that would not be met with in duilding a canal from Lake
Buperior to the Twin Oities. The lumbermen have already bullt large dams on
the St. Croix river that sould be used to advantage in connection with other
dams.

No doudt I have already tired you with this subject, tut wish %o say
before closing that there are thousands and thousands of Sons of freight haul-
od daily over the backbone of the Alleghanies to New York, and other Atlantic
eities to be shipped to Burope, that shounld by virtus of the natural situation
_be loaded avoard vessels at ports on Lake Brie, Lake Michigan and Lake Superior
for Barope direct, which would save time and expense, and conssquently raise
the value of all products of the Vestern states of the upper valley of the
Misalgeippl, the zreatest om sarth im area, fertility of agricultural re-

gources and mineral wealth."

/Syened/ H. H. Harrisonm.




Lake of the Woods - Red Lake.

The Daily Pioneer Press
Xexix 334 Thursday, Dec. 1, 1882

Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples.

#6, col. #4, article headed ' "Big Canal Proposed.”

"Opand Forks, N.D., Special, Nov. 30.8 Prof. Nelson Damghters (slc.)
the well imown scientist, who has bdeen devoting a year to exploration in the
Red Lake smd Lake of the Woods reglons, has arrived in Grand Forks with the
startling information that he penetrated by beoat from Red lake to within tem
miles of the Lake of the YWoods. He urges the feasidility of constructing a
eanal which will turn the waters of the Lake of the Woods into Red lake, and
thus make it navigadle from that lake o OGrand Forks. Dmghters states that
& canal ten miles in length detween the two will accomplish the purpose, and
csuse the Red Lake river and the Red River of the North to have five times
the volume at an ordinary stage of water as they now have.

He claims that Red lake is four feet lower than the Iske of the Woods, *
and that the land between them is a low tamarack swamp through which 1t will
be comparatively sasy to construct a canal. If these claims are true, Red

lake is very much larger, and occupies a position consgiderabls to the north-

west of that shown in the latest mapas of ths State of M!nnnsotn.-= If the

waters of Rainy river and the Lake of the Woods can be diverted through Red
lake, it will have a powerful effect on the prosperity of the Red river valley.
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Damghters' scheme embodies the use of Red lake as an {mmense reservoir, in
which will be stored logs cut along the Vermillion and the Little Forks and
Big Yorks rivers, and other streamn running into Rainy river, to be floated
down the Rainy river through the Lake of the Yoods and conmnecting canal inte
Hed lalce, where they will be sorted, and driven thence down Red Lake river to
Grand Forics to be cut into lumbder. The amount of standing pine immedlately

around Red lalke, which will soon be thrown upon the mariket, is estimated by

the United States govermment to be 8,000,000,000 (sie.) o 11.600.000.000 (sig.)

feet, dut if this canal proves practiecal, as olaimed by Prof. Damghters, it
will add 20,000,000,000 (ste.) foot, and make the upper Red river valley a
large pine jumber milling region.”

®Hote: Red Lake is higher - (W.S. 1175 f4. Lake of the Woods 1060 fi.) E&

:lutox Lake of the Woods is more than twice as large as Red Lake. Ed.
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St. louis River and
Yermillion Lake. Fish Hatchery Row.

The Sunday Ploneer Press /St. Paul/

XL 106 Sunday, Apr. 16, 1893
Rist. Seclety L. 8. Staples

#8, Col. #4, 1tem included in this column headed "On Superior's Shore."

"Duluth, Special, April 15.- Charges of malfeasance in office from

two separate sources have been drought against Dr. R. 0. Sweeney, superinten-

dsnt of the Lester Paric fish hatchery /at Duluth/, and the department at

Washington has ordered an investigation, and in the meantime has sent another
man to take temporary charge of the hatchery. The following are the charges:
Thet Dr. Oweeney had caught several tons of Wall-ayed pike in 8t. Louls river
and Versillion lake during the spawvning season, when other fishermes are pro-
hibited; that for that purpose he used nets and appliances of the United
States fish commigsion; that he had e¢rews of four or five men at work in tents
labeled "United States commission,” and prevented the local game wardenm from
interfering with them in catehing fish; that instead of stripping them of
spawn, ss is waenlly done, and throwing the fish back in the water, he sold
the fish %o Booth & Co.; that nmo spawn from these fish was hatched im the
Lester Parke f1gh hatchery. These charges are made by numerous local sports-
men, and the Lake Fishermen's assoclation has filed charges that the hatchery
is not properly conducted and the spawn are not properly distributed, and
tbat instead of fish becoming more numerous every year as they should, they

are becoming thinned out.”




st L] Iﬂu 8-
Mississippl

The Daily Pioneer Press /St. Panl/
RN 108 Tuesday, Apr. 18, 1893,
Higt. Soctlety L. 8. Staples.

#8, Col. #5, headed "On Superior Shore." [Extract/

“Duluth, Spectal, April 17,- There was much speculation here as to
the {dentity of Henry Ourtis Spaulding, who was sald to be at the head of a
company with a large capital, organized %o construct a canal between Daluth
and St. Paul, No such man Was known %o reside in Duluth, and the registers
falled to show that he was here, and all day reporters searched in vain for
the head of the great corporation. It was late this afternocon that Spaulding
made his appearance at one of the newspaper offices, having purposely kept
out of sight, and then he sald he had been in Duluth and vieinity nesrly all
winter and had been working on this scheme for the past four years, tut pro-
posed $0 mmain unknown until his plans were matured. [quotes/ 'There is
no longer any necessity for secrecy,' he sald, 'and therefore I will tell my
plans. Our ultimate object 1s the construction of a deep Wwaterway from Duluth

to St. Panl, with a mbmimum depth of twenty feet. Survey parties have been

out for the past four weeks, and we are now ready to construct a cana/ from
the St. Louls river near Cloguet until it reaches the hill back of Duluth,
near Fighteenth avenne west. St. Louls river will be made navigable above
Oloquet by dredging. Tha$ river runs to within one and a half miles of the

Migsissippl, and we will out a canal Shat distance at the proper time. By
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meking canals and dredging at pointe on the Mississippi vwhere necessary

¥e can ultimately reach St. Paul. A% present we will devote our attention te
this end of the scheme. Our primary object will be the development and settle-
ment of the interior of Carlton and St. louls countlies, At present, when the
gsettlers in this county clears the pine off his land he cannot dispose of his
pine, and therefore the expense of clearing must be added to the cost of the
lands. Ve propose to furnish a waterway for transporting his pine %o market,
and secondly to provide a cheap mode of transportation for himself and family
and farm produse to Duluth. Another part of our scheme is to furnisgh different
points along the waterway with power for mamufacturing purposes. Ve will be-
gin at Duluth, From the top of the hill kere to the bay front we will have a
£211 of nearly six hundred feet, which will develop 300,000 (sie.) horse power.
Ve thus will be able to furnish power for all the mills and factories that may
be erected.! [end of gquotes/

This evening an ord!nanao. anthorising the Minnesota Canal company to
lay pipes in the streets and alleys of Duluth to convey water to furni sh power
for mamufacturing purposes was presented to the council.® The ordinance binds
the company to expend $100,000 (eic.) upon the comstruction of 1ts water supply

for plante in-
®Apparently the company's intensions Were to furnish water power
stead of furnishing electricity produced by an hydro-slectric plant. Staples.
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works within 6%. Louls county within one year from date. Spanlding states it

fs the intention of the compeny to complete fifty miles of waterway this year.
L

The company is acting under federal \egislation, which has been secured from

time to time. N wees
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Red River - Red

Lake River. Navigation of Red River.

The Dally Pioneer Press /St. Paul/
p ¢ A 117 Thurs. April 27,1893

Hist. Soctety. L. 8. Staples

#2, Col. #4, Article headed "The Red River." /Bxtract/

“Grand Porks, ¥.D., Special, April 26.~ The flood in the Red and
the Red Lake river contimmes practically unchanged at thirty-nine and eix-

tenth feet above low water marik. The Red River is practically free of iece,

and bridges are in but little danger from that source, but a mammoth gorge

three miles in length which is jammed in at the mouth of Red Lake river just
above the bridge may do some damage when it glves way. The flood has cut a
pew channel through a morass or coulie, which carries vast quantities of
water from the Red Lake river from a point three miles above the eity to a
point in the Red River ten miles below the city, making the eity of Fast Ormid
Forks and tributary country an island. Another peculiarity of the flood is
that portions of water of the Red River, which 1s now much hlgher than its
tributary, the Red Lake river, are actually 'flowing up stream,' going out
through the new chamnsl above mendioned. Navigation opened to-day fon the
Red River/. The steamer Alsop and three barges left for up-river points.
The boats of the Red River Transportation company will play between Belmont,

Grand Forks and Pembina.¥ **** f




Red River of the North. Tlood Stage.

The Dally Pioneer Press /St. Paul/
o8 124 Thursday, May 4,1893
Hist. Society L. 8. Staples

#2, Ool. #5 headed "Raging Red River."

*"Grand Forks, N.D., Speeial, May 3.~ The river is still thirty-four
feet above its ordinary low water stage at Grand Forks, and from the inter-
national boundary line to Winnipeg it is over its banks. But from this time
the water will rapidly recede here, and the river soon return to its natursl
size. Only four times within as many decades has the Red river reached the
high stage attalned by the present flood of 41 (sic.) feet and seven inches.
In 1882 (sic.) 1t was two feet higher than now and in 1871 (sic.) four feet
higher. In the last-named year 1% is stated that Capt. Alex Grigss salled
nearly the entire distance from lake Traverse to Winnipeg over the top of
the trees without regard to the channel, and at one time found his boat in
the morning seven miles from the river proper. In 1862 the people living
atFFort Pembina were obliged $o go back twenty miles from the river to
Pembina mountain.

Had the current of the river been as rapid as other streams the

danger during the present flood would have been appalling, and the loss of

1ife large, but so far as known not an instance of drowning has oceuriod.

although there have been numerous narrow escapes. IHven at 1ts highest stage
the current has been sluggish, and the principal damage has occurred from
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the steady encreachment of the rising water and moving ice,

The Flood in Shanty Town
The first to fesl the effects of the flood here were the residents

| [
of Yghanty town,¥ several settlements of the poorer classes, French, half

breed, Norwegian and Swede, occupying ths lower banks of the river., at an
elevation of about thirty to thirty-five feet above the low water marks.
One morning daylight found the rising waters coming in the doors of the
ghanties and flooding the floors. Breakfasts were hurriedly prepared and
eaten, and the moving out process began. Two hours later and the water was
wp to the windows and furniture could only be removed by means of boats.
The shanties were anchored as well as possidle by ropes and chains, but the
rapidly rising water was soon up to the roofs and the houses were carried
down stream during the night, several of them lodging against the Great
Northern fR.R./ bridge. The lower portion of the residence section of the
city was submerged the following day and scores of families were compelled
to move out, many of them being temporarily domiciled with friends. The
auxiliary city pumping station was entirely submerged, only the smokestack
being vigidle. The building was almost wrecked, The Standard 011 company' s
station was submerged, and 7,000 (sic.) gallens af oil escaped from one of

the large tanks.
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Among the heaviest losses are those of the Minnsapolis and Northern
Elevator company. The company's river warshouses contained about 80,000
(sic.) bushels of wheat, nearly all of which 1s a total loss.

The new iron bridge dulls by the city at De Mers avemue was partial-

1y wrecked, the ice breakers and abutments being partially carried away.

The bBridge was only saved from destruction by breaidng an ice jam sbove the
bridge with dynanite. One of the approaches of ths Worthemn Pacifie bridge
was carried away, one of the ice breskers crushed, and the draw swing
wrecked. Several times gorges of floating 1ce formed above the bridge, and
were repeatedly broke wp with dynamite. The greatest discomfort in the eily
was occasioned, perhaps, by the flood invading the basements of business
blocks and hotels along Third street, and emtinguishing the fires in the
heating furnaces. Thousends of cords of wood and thousands of tons of hay
were carried down ptream by the flood.® ****

F Ralling.
"Peubina, N.D., Special, May 3, The Red River came to a standstill

to-day, Within ten inches of the high water mark of 1882 (sie.). It is fal-
1ing at all points south. The Northern Pasific bridge across the Pemblna
is twenty inches under water and no trains are crossing. The streets in
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the low parts of the eity are covered with water, but no damage 1s dome.

On the Miznesota side the back water extends out for a long distance. The
business streets in St. Yincent are under water from one to two feet and

at Emerson, Man., from two to four feet." "%*%




stv Im. -
Missiesipp! Rivers.

The Daily Ploneer Press /si. Paul/
XL 144 Vednesday, May 24, 1893
Eist. Seclety L. S. Staples

#6, Gol. #4 headed "On rior's Shore." [Extract/

¢ a
*Daluth, Specilal, May 33.- *** The theamber of sommerce /of Duluth/

to=day, after hearing from the investigating eommittee, adopted a resolu-
tlon that it is not advisable to vote for the Minnesota Canal company's

proposition of sounty bonds as a bomus, because the proposition is too in-
definite. The company was urged to withdraw it wntil a more satisfactory

proposition can be made."”
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Migslealppt Rivers

The Daily Ploneer Press /8%, Paml/

X1, 182 Thmrsday, June 1, 18903
Hist, Soclety : L« B. Staples

#4, Col. #6 - headed "On Swperior's Shore." [Rxtract/
"Daluth, Special, May 31,~ ****/

#&% "The people of St. Louls gounty voted to-day on the proposi-
tion of the Minnesota Omnal company to bond the sounty for $600,000 (sic.)
to ald the company to furnish cheap water power for Duluth and West Duluth.
Returns will not de in until to-morrow, bdut sufficient is lmown to indi-
cate the defeat of the proposition dy a large majority on a light vote.”

Ivid., Vol. XL, #174, Friday, June 23, 1893, p. 6, ol. 3, par. 5,

*The Minnesota Canal company is still going on with 1ts work, and
hag about fifty surveyors at worlkt. A party of surveyors in the employ of
this company claima to have discovered coal in paying quantities in St.
Iguls coundy, bub refuses to state the exmot loecation. 7The company claims
1t will be brought %o Duluth by the canal.”




5t. Louis ~
Mississippl Rivers Canal /[Idtigation/

The Dally Pioneer Press
245 Thursday Sept. 7, 1893
Higt. Society L. 5. Staples

#7, Ool. #1 headed - " On Superior's Shore."

"Duluth, Speeial, Sept.8.- The St. louls Vater Power company has
filed a note of issue in the district court making itself defendent in
the condemnation proceedings begun dy the Minnesota Ganal sompany, which
will be heard in special term Saturday. The affidavit of the St. louis
Vater Power company sets forth that it already has scquired riparian
rights on the St. Louls river that will be infringed if the Minnesota
Canal company 18 allowed to take water from the river above them. It also

gets forth that 1t will damage the mills at Cloguet to take water from the

river. The water power compeny also bases its legal right to have the
river preserved intact upon the fact that the water power rights owmed by
them are valuable, and that they can furnish power at a small percentage

of the cost of bduilding the canal.”




Minnesota -
Red River. Navigation Pro ject

The Daily Pioneer Press /St. Paul/
p 3 A 279 Wednesday, Oct.11,1093

Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples.

#8, Col. #3, article headed - "Big Navigation Preject.”

"Waghingten, Special, Oct. 10.- Gongressman Boen to-day intredue-
ed his b1l which designs to comneet in navigable fashion the waters of
the Minnesots and Red rivers. OChairmen Blanchard, of the committee on
rivers and harbors, has assured him that they will get to work on the
9111 in the near future, and Boen does not propese to de left by coming
in after the avallable fund is apportiomed to other loecalities. The
111 only provides at present for the improvement of the Red River, bud
includes everything which would be necessary in event the larger undertdc-
ing of making mavigation possibls from the boundary to the gulf is ever
reached, except one more lock and dam at the foot of Big Stone late. M
sppropriation of $000,000 (sic.) e asked for a dam and lock in the Red
River near the outlet of the lake, also near Thief river in the Bols de
Sioux Ganal between Otter Tail and Rabbit rivers, a dam in the Otter Tall
river, a canal between Big Stone snd Traverse lakes and for sontingent

expenses. Representative MeCleary is giving the matter some study in

so far as the genmeral plan is concerned.”




7586,
Vater Power Development.

The Daily Ploneer Press /St. Paul/

q
m m sl‘hll‘d“. Mo 9' m
Hist. Soc. L. 8. Stlplll

“0 &1‘ ”. w '&ML'! mgo"

Par.#2. "The Altamonte Yater company filed articles of incorporation
to-day /at Daluth. Article bears Daluth dateline of Dec. 8./. It 1s
organized to develeop water power of the 8%, Louls, Cloguet and other \l
rivers, to bulld dams and store water for booming logs or for obtaining
water pover for fire protestion and other purposes. It is also authoris~
od to Build mills and fastories. The eapltal stock 1s $60,000 (sic.) md
$he incorporatorsare . 8. Jennison, A. C. Martin, D. H. Fletcher and
George ¥. Stone of Chicags and Thomas Kneeland of Minneapolis. Duluth

18 to be the company's headquarters. Nothing further is Ymown here about

the company, no Buluthian belng interested.”




Pig Vorkk and
Rainy Rake and River. Settlonent.

The Daily Pionesr Press.
XLl 80 Vednesday, Mar. 21,1894,
Hist, Sec. L. 5. Staples.

#6, Col.#3 - headed "Superior's Shorve." (Extract)

*Duluth, March 30 (sic.) /Must have meant "March 20.' This was
a typographical error in date/.~ Those who think the Rainy Lake reglon
is booming don't know what booming 1s. The excitement cannot yet be sald
to have begun. The hegira to the north has thus far benefitied Rainy
Lake City, a townsite platted by Duluth parties. In a short time Chicage
caplitalists will plat a new town ‘a 1little to the morth and west of Rainy
Lake City, and the property will be put on the mariet at an excesdingly
low price, say $25 (sic.) to $50 {(sic.) per lot of twenty-five fest. The
intention 1s to make avery man with a few dollars in khis pocket lake a
ghance in the townsite lottery.

Other new townslte schemes are on the tapis (slc.), some with
morit and some without. Already a plat of a town at the mouth of Big
Fork river, some twenty-elght miles west of Rainy Lake City, has been
surveyed, and arrangements are deing made to put in a saw mill. One syndl~
cate of lumbermen located in Minneapolis distriet hold the title %o miles
of shore line of Ralny river at this point, and ave insrested in this
town. At the mouth of Little Fork river, fifteen miles west of Rainy Lake

City, another town is to be established. It is almost directly opposite
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Fort Francig, the old Hudson Bay post, and will draw a very large timber

trade,

A fourth town is to be surveyed at Kettle Palle, some tventy-five
miles elvilizatiomward (sic.) from Rainy Reke Oity, snd on the direct
water route there. At Rainy lake City {tself affairs are moving slowly de-
eauge of the difficulty of getting material. A haul of 110 miles 1s no
enall affeir, as the savw and stemp mill people have found. As conditions
pow are, both in regard to work and food, any man who is going into the
region to laber will melte a great mistake 4f he starts before thc.lpring

break-up. The stamp mill will hardly bde under way defors June."

*Almost sinultasneous to this articls the newspapers of 5t. Paul had bdeen
galling attention to the discovery of gold deposits in the Vermillion Zake

and River, as well as the Ralny lake river districts. Staples.




8t. Louils -
Missiassippl Rivers

The Dally Ploneer Press ;
XL a8 Tharsday, Mar. 29, 1894

Higt. Ses. L. 8. Staples

#8, Col. #3 article headed - "The Syperior Camsl."

“Chairman Suydam, of the %inbor of %norco Eollittn /8% Panl/
on a canal from Lake Superior to the Twin Cities, is engaged in collect~
ing statistics from St. Panl jobbers relative to the amounts paid by them
for freight, and the responses show a very general interest in the sub-
Ject. Yesterday Mr. Suydam received a letter from Congressman Kiefer,

who 1s in Washington, in which the lllnnuoh&t-promuun writes:

'The canal gquestion is now pretty well stirred up among the mem~
bYers from Minnesota and adjoining states, and we will undoubtedly have
a hearing at an early day. All our members promise hearty support, and,
while not oversanguine (sle.), I have every reason to believe that we
will get a favorable report.

\Your committee has certainly done a noble work, and I feel much
onhouruod when reading of the general interest manifested in the matter.
This question of a survey must be settled sooner or iater, for all agree
that 1f a canal is feasible it will settle the future of the commercial

welfare of the Northwest. I think a favorable report from the committee on

railways and ganals will put the b1l through. Vill leave nothing undone

to bring the matter to as early a conclusion as possidle.! ®




st . "
Mississippl vor;f

The Daily Piomeer Press
XL 80 Saturday, Mar. 31, 1894.

Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples.

#3, Go). #3 headed "Superior Shore."

"Dnluth, March 30.- The Minnesota Canal company, which pronoses
to furaieh to Daluth 200,000 (siec.) horse pover for the operation of
mills and factories by the construction of a canal from a point on the
8t. Louls river twelve miles above Cloquet to the eity, is about ready
to begin operations. W. E. Darwin, a wealthy contrastor, who has done
much work on the Mesaba range, is about to become interested in the emter-
priss and will act as swperintendent of construction. He has for some
veoks deen Working over the plans and estimates and will be ready to let
gontracts on May 1 (s%0.) The company will build thirty-three miles of

canal, forty feet wide and carrying emough water %o swpply the energy

named. The work will require $wo years and will cest $3,000,000 (sie.).”




8t. Louis ~
Mi{gsissippl Rivers

The Dally Pioneer Press /8t. Paul/
XLI 98 Thureday, Apr. 5, 1894,
Hist. Soclety L. 8. Staples.

#3, Col. #3, item headed "Superior Shore."

"Duluth, April 4.~ The dam which the canal company will construct
at Cloquet, on the St. Louls river, will be 900 (efe.) feet long and 80
(sic.) foet high, by which backwster on the St. Louls river will extend

sixty miles, and the largest dammed Yody 1n the world secured. The compsy

will lay a line of steel piping to the hills above Duluth, where & reserwir
is to be bullt, whence, under 600 (sic.) feet of head, power will be
generated snd dlstritmted electrically. Water will also be furnighed for
fire protection, and, 1f wanted, for drinking purposes. The project which
rivals the Flagara Fallg power utiliszation, is well matured and has the
gonsent of the war department sontrolling the river and also of the saw
milling interests at Cloguet. It 1s stated that the money needed for the
pro ject, some $3,500,000 (sie.), 1s secured. A large share of the Fond &u
La¢ reservation, which is, howsver, valuneless for timber or agricultural

purposes, will be flooded."®




st- bu. -
Missiesippl Rivers.

The Daily Pioneer Press /St. Pamml/
XLI 98 Sunday, Apr.8,1804.
Hist. Soc. L, 8. Staples

#8, Col. #3, Article headed - "Cholee of Boute."

"Washington, April 7.- The subcommitiee on the Mississippl canal
has practically decided to report in favor of route #1 (sic.) as the most
feasible of the five routes considered. This is via Prairie river /from
the St. Louis river/ and Sandy lake /to the Mississippi/. The only ob~
stacle in the way is the guestion of water supply on the east end of the
divide. The committes had a long session this morning, and decided to

get the opinion of Gen. Casey, chief of engineers, as to the probable cost

of the canal. Much interest 1s taken im the project, and Col. Kiefer
feels confident of a favoradle raport.”

*This article is {llustrated in this issue of the paper by an Outline Map
of the Canal Routes, showing 5 different routes from Lake Superior to the
Mississippi river. There is also a profile map of the proposed canal
route on the same page. Staples.
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The attitude of Major Baldwin is causing some comment by other
Minnesota members. Hs has promised $o favor the canal project, for it
will be of benefit to Duluth, as well as to the balance of the State.
Baldwin now Sthinks he sees an oppertunity to pugh his customs divisions

111, which segregates a large portion of territory from the S5i. Paul
o
digtrict® **ee

*The five proposed routes, according to Fowdlas & Fitz's map printed on
P.8, Cols. B3-4, were:

#1 Via Mississippi River, Sandy lake and St. Iouis River.
#2 Via St. Orolx, Knife Palls and S5t. Rouis Sriver.

#3 Via St. Croix and Left Hand /Nemadji/ River.

#4 Via St. Croix and Brule River.

#5 Via St. Croixz, Namekegon and White River.
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