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HINNESOTA SAVES THE WORLD FOR DEMOCRACY

Did you kmow that Mimnesota once had & reign of terror?

There are still living many thousands of Minnesctans who remember
this wnfortwnete period in the state's history and who were viotins of the
terror. Those Americens who look with baleful eyes in the direction of
Nezl Germany and FPaseist Italy for America's faascist pattern would do well
to esst their glences back to Mimnesota during the World War deys if they

want to got & mild idea of what fascist terror would be like should it ever

come to the United Statess For in the period beginning roughly in 1917 and

eoming to & gradusl conclusion in early 1920, Minnesotans got & sempling of
what feseism is likes Were it not for the feet that Minnesots was only one
of forty=eight states and thet the sovereignty of the federal jovernment
acted a8 a brake on certain resctionery forees at the tine, this wfortunate
period might have been prolonged, the terror extended, and democracy wiped
out of the state for a long time to come.

This era of terror took plsce during, immediately prior to, and in
the early aftermath of the World Var, ipologlsts for the notorious Commission
of Publie Cafety and those others instrumental in the wholesale suppression of
eivil liberties in the state claim that the conditien was necoasiteted by the
strain of the World Wer and by the need to make the people united teo assure

1
en Allied Victory. BHowever, fHindewentel facts inecluding the politiocal emd
economic situstlion prevalant at the time, obssrvations by President Wilson
end agenta of the fedérnl zovermment end others who gince have been honored
2
for their integrity end ability, belie this contention. Fundemental faots
indicates thet the World Wer hed ne more to do with the wholessle curtailments
of comstituticnal rightes then hed the Jews to do with esonomic vollupee in

Jermany, Himnesota reactionaries and Cerman Nezis use these arguments to
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bolster their positions and to throw dust into the eyes of the world. They

can oite faots and quote suthorities to prove thelr positionss History,
howevery slways has the lest word such srguments,; and while history at
present is powerless to speak out in Germary, it is now unshackled in Minne-
sots and its findings oan be revealed to the publiec.

in order to understand the truth of the above assertions, it is nec-
essary first to understand the background of the Northwestern gtates since
frontier days.s This has been deslt with in detail in previous chepters, end
no more than a rough summery is nesessary st this peint to bring out I&re-
lationship to the subjeet at hand,

To start with, it must be remembered thet liberalism had been prop=
itiated since the turn of the century by the influence of such tremendous
national figures ss President Theodore EHoosovelt and Senator Bobert lLaFollette

3
and by sush state fipures es Covernors Lind, Johnson, Ven Sant, and Eberhart,
The oclass-conscious, Jacksonisn~like farmers of the Northwest had been fighte
ing for years against the vietorious omslaughts and exproprietions of the big

4
trusts. At the beginning of the war they hed met with some messure of success.
Every slection sew more and more men of their chooalng ocoupying seats in the
state legislature or the national Congress., While they had never controlled
a majority in either legislature or Congress, they were threetening to do seo
in the near future.

A libersl == thanks teo the split ancther 1ibersl, Teddy Reosevelt,
had engineersd in the Republicen perty nationelly == sat inm the White House

5
during and in the years immedistely preceding the ware And throughout the
nation and especiaelly in the State House in 5t, Paul, sueh epithiets as "Stesl
trust men, “"Lumbsr jockey," Ra ed tooly"” "Money Trust man" and other such
terms were being used to ferret out and defeat those lewmakers and publie
offieiels whom the rank and file hed decided were opposed to the best intere

8
ests of the state, These terms had been used hefore, but now, in the days
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immediately preceding the war, they were becoming tellingly effective.

Bribory, flattery, and cajolery were proving ineffective weapons with which
7

to control lemmeking and law enfereing, a&s far e8 big business wes concerned,

The Nortlwest's redicsl farmers were definitely on the upsurges In

1016 they had captured practicslly every state end national elective office

in the state of North Dekota under the leadership of the Honpartisan League

end were threatenling to do the smue to Hinnesote, cepital state of the licrthe
8
west. Ae Co Towmley, who had orgenized North Dakota's succossful coup-dietat,
had returned home to his nstive state and in leas than & year's tive
anized a Hinnesota farmer’s NHonportisan League with 50,000 dues=peying menberse
se farmers were definitely and uncompromisingly anti-cepitalist without
beling soclaliste Vhille thelr program thorefore was of netessity s negative one,
it did eell for publie ownership of practieally every key industry, pecking
10
house, sud method of trensportetion that affccted the agriculbural industry.
Labor, toos; was on the marche In the years just prior to our entry
into the Vierld War, the Industrial Workers of the Viorld=epopulerly knowmn as
the 1M 's or Vobblies==had succeeded in organiszing sgriculturel workers, lumbere
Jacks, end other types of labor, Both they snd the Soclelists were active en
the Iron Fange and in the Twin Cities. ccasful strikes were engineered whioh
rought outs in the frequently exorbitant profits going to Cepitel as ¢ result
il
of the Var raging in Buropes To add to the serisusnesise=from Capital's point
of view==of the situation, the Hinnescls Federstion of labor, mecting at
Virginia in 1918, voted to organize & Vorking People's Nonpartisan Politioeal
12
League to work in conjunction with the Farmer's Nonpartisan Leegue, The
mignitude of the sifuation oan well be understood freom mn entry in the minutes
of the Agricultursl Workers Industrial Unmian (I.W.W,) which hed 1ts netional
hendquerters in Mimnmeapolis to the oot that 1f the I and the NHonpartisan

League could come to an understanding, the balance of power in Minnesots

would be shifted from the state govermment to the INW and Nonpartisan League
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combine.

However, some of the above pletiure might be likened to putting the
cart before the horse. Other facts, more directly concerned with the period
immediately prior to the world war sheuld be brought out. While the farmers
and their various organlizations usually expressed themselves with a hybrid
philosophye-anti-oapitalism but not pro-socislisme-many Twin City and Iron
Range dwellers were more specific snd extremely readical in their pelitical
thinking., In the orgenized, militant branch of the working class movement

throughout the nation, Mimnesote Comrades were always to the left of the

nationsl bedys As witness, when the Socielist party throughout the World

split as & result of the World Wor and its left elements orgenized the

Communist party, almost the whole of the Minnesota Scolalist psrty wes in the
venguard of the organizers of the Commmist party. When, much leter in 1928,
& second split oceured; on the basis of Trotskyism, and the Trokskists were
expelled on charges of being leftist extromists, the majority of the Mimnesota
14

branch were among those expelled,

So effective were the Soolalists in Minnesota that in 1916 they suc=
cseded in electing one of their members, Vanlear, head of the machinists'

16

union, as mayor of Minneapolis. Thus, apparently, city workers were becoming
as class-conscious as the farmers. If these two groups started working to-
gother, there was no telling what they might do end how far they might go.
At the time, it seemed as though nothing eould stop the common psople of the
state from taking over everything. It must bBe remembered et this point that
the Republiean party was the bulwark of so-celled invested interests, end that
the teascties of the Noempartisan League were to cepture the Republicen party in
the primaries and teake it awey from these interests, They had feiled in their
firet cempaign in 1916 but at o terrific cust in money mnd emergy to the tories,

and now, strengthened by the lessens of this defest, they were ceming beck

stronger than ever,
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Then, on February 3; 1917, the United States declared war agsinst
Germenys DBritish propagands already had paved the way for this end there was
a strong anti-German feelling througheut the netion, This feeling became a
hysteria after we entered the wer and was fammed te flames by everybody ine
terested in our military tucecdss. This pro-war, snti-Germasn feéling found
only a luke-warm socceptance in the liddle West, snd Mimmescta was -in the very

18

heart of the antiewar sentiment.

There were geveral reasons for this: One was the above-montioned

anti-capitalist feeling ooupled with a suspicion thet capitalists hed engine

eered our entry into the wars 4 socond was the widee-spread influence of

Congressmen Charles A+ Lindbergh snd his exposes of the cause of ware A thinrd
wes the feot that over half the state's populstion was elther forelin-boern or
of foreign«born parentss The largest single element of these came from the
treditionally pacifistie Somundinavian countriess The seocond largest group was
German or Austrian borns And of the others; large mumibers hed eome from nations
held in oentrol Uy Tasarist Russis and theoy eould hardly see how & war in alliance
with this netion oould jJustifisbly be called s war for democracys

8ti1l & fourth reason was the fact thet Minmesote alweys has haed a
higk literacy and educational rating, and i1t wae difficult for people of backw
ground and education te believe the since-proven-untrue atroeity stories that

17

were being used to whip up war sentinent.

it was largely emong these anti-war people that the agrarian and urban

18

radical wmovements had their greateat strength, HNothing gould heve been more
fortunate or more opportuns i this as far as the retreating reasctionaries
were ooncerned, oy immediately took advantege of this situation to smash
their eneuniea for many years to como, They adopted ths War ag their owm, be=
cawe Yoclferous in carrying 1% out; end wasted no time in taking a patent out

on petrictism and loyeltys Then,; ubllizing every means at thelr command, they

proceecded to brend the entire radical and liberal and union movements as un=~
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American, pro=Uernan, agents of the Kaiser, and unpatriotic, Uh
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misdeamor,

In addition to Burnquist and the attormey general, those selected
to exercise these extraordinary powers were Charles He March of Litehfield,
Charles We Ames of St. Paul, Anton C, Welss of Duluth, and John Lind and
John ¥, MoGee of Minneapolis. The latter was chairman, When Attorney Gen=
eral Lyndon A, Smith died Harch 4, 1918, his place was taken by the new
Attorney Genersl, Clifford L. Hilton, Ames and Lind resigned and their
places were filled by Henry W. Libby and Thomas E. Cashman raspeotivai;.

Despite the fact that the federal government provided for the draft-

ing and training of soldiers and private institutions handled Liberty lLoans

sales and fund raising for welfare work, the commisaion found plenty of work

to do. It was in session 100 days, set up organizetions consisting of 4000
men and 20,000 women opersting in every county, and igsued 49 orders. During
its term it assumed executive, legislative, and judicial powerss It served
as disrupter of radicals and liberals and as strike breaker, It crganized a
stellar home guard of more than 10,000 men end supplemented them with 600
plain elothea men and the services of the Pinkerton Detective Agency for
espionage purposes, It tock a large foroe to meke the sovereign state of
Minmnesota safe for damoerao;f

According to Ambrose Tighe, who drafted the original measure and
gserved as commission counsel, the purpose of the commission was "to obviate
the need of recourse to martiel law by earming a state board with extraordine
ary powers to the end that trouble may be prevented instead of punished after
it has eoms.35 Mussolini and Hitler also subseribe to this philosophy.

Conservetive historian William Watts Folwell comments on the com=
mission in his history as follows: "Armed with extraordinary powers and
granted en ample appropriation ($1,000,000) ... the commission proceeded to
exercise functions the iike of whioh the history of American law has never

discloseds.e If & large, hostile army had already beem landed in Duluth and
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was agout to march on the ospital of the state, a more libersl dictatorship
eould hardly have been conceded to the Conudasioﬁf” Even Theodore Christianson,
who at the time wes a patrioteer himself, remarks in his history of the state
thet the Commission was perhaps too enthusisstie in exercising its pawaig.

With newspapers deily haranguing the people, four-minute speakers
getting in their licks, end a constant tour of nationally famous men and women
entering the state and pleading for loyalty, publie hysteria mounted to terrifie
heights, Minority opinions were used with seant courtesy,s Foreign=born of all
sorts and espeocielly Cermans and to a lesser extent Seandinavians, were suspect,
Ugse of foreign langusge was considered un-imericans The musiec of Schubert,
Beethoven, Bach, Brahma, and Wagner was considered unpatriotic. Aliens were
required to register, to answer a large number of questions, and to diselose,
smong other things, how much preperty they hfg. Those who failed to do so
were subject to interment. Persons conversant with the 1930 German situstion,
will notice a striking resemblance to these measures and to the measure enacted
sgainst Jews in Germany under the Nazis.

The Military dictatorship also saw to it that morals were regulated,
and in this it followed & distinectly Puritan directions It set the hours that
saloons might be open and provided thet no woman could ever emter s seloon at
any times The operation of dance halls snd pool halls was slsc dictated.

Patriotic literature of all sorts was published, and county directors
appointed by the commission were authorized to suwmon and question under oath
these recalcitrants who resisted the please of four-minute men and refused or
failed to subseribe to their guota of lLiberty bonds. It might be well to mene
tion at this point that of the five Liberty bond issues, all but the first loan

were oversubseribed in Minnesote with approximately $450,000,000 being raised

to help finance the war.

Law enforcement officers were directed to report the nemes of all ablee

bodied men not regularly or continuously employed. Strikes and lockouts were
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forbidden, end a system of compulsory arbitration was set ups Whenever nece
essary, the home guard was employed to bresk strikes. Thelr ma jor achievement
in this direction was the breaking of a Twin City street-car strike in 1918
as pert of their duty in helping the Allies win their war against the Contral
powei:. |

Bfficiency and cooperation from the citisenry was & keynote to the
whole program. It became patriotic to engege in home-gardening. The Hiddle=-
Vest was the breadbasket of the nation and it was up to this section to raise
food for the warring werld, Mimnnesota inoremsed its orop production consider=
ably. The home gardening added to this supply and especially %o the fmmediate
needs of the civilian populations Even school children took to gardening and
the lavms of meny schoolyards beceme vegetable gardens during this period.
In other ways Minnesotans conserved on food and other supplies that were nee-
sssary to the winning of the war, MNany thousands denied themselves the use of
sugar and other wareimportant foods, The consumption of coel was cut down.
Every kind of weste was eliminated. Bandages were made up by women and childrens
Important sociel functions were turned into bandage-meking occasions, Enitting
beceme a popular pastime and a way of proving one's patriotism, Vomen, little
children, and men all started knitting. Every plece one went, knitters were
to be seen -~ in the home, the theater, and even on streetecars. And while the
eivilian and home population was thus contributing its share, 120,000 Hinnesota
youths enlisted in the United States military and naval forczf.

Some of these sotivities were done under the direction of the Commlss-
ion of Public Safetyj others were the results of initiative on the parts of the

people thomselves, Probably as mush would have been accomplished had the

Commission never existed, The Comission. itself, had other duties to

accomplish before the war was completed,s The Nonpartisan League and the workers'

organizations were still going full foree and something had to be done about

them. As Judge John McGee, Commission chairmen, stated, "A NonePartisan Leaguer
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is a traitor everytineeessstitidessovhore we mude cur misteke was in not est-
ablisiing & firing squad inm the first days of the ware We should get busy
now and have that firing squad working oveztiz:."

It was not long before farmers found thet in their ettitude toward
the war, disloyalty was not oconsidered nearly as heinous a orime as thelr
efforts toward trying to meke the war whet it pretended to be=-a war for dem=
ocrnig. Wherever their speakers went, they were threatened with lynohing or
tar-and-foathering. As e matter of record, tar-and-feathering were not un=
gommon, nNor were i‘loggin:;i.

At its 1916 convention the Nonpartisan League went on record as being
fully in accord with President Wilson's war ainms. It declared German military
autotreoy & mensve to the world and announced that Mimnegota's farmers would
comtinue their efforts in prosesuting America’s war against sutcoracy. It
did, however, ocndemn the Mimnesota dministration "for its open espousal of
lawlessness, us the only state that has permitted and encoureged mob vielonce
ageinst the orgenized farnmers.”

The convention msde the mistake, however, of declaring thal war is
F

sponsored and fostored by profiteers snd that it was profiteers who were handi-

capping the government ard prolenging the ware After amnouncing their intention

of continuing to fight big business, they roavowed their faith in democracy and
in the future of imari,uzf

Despite this declaration of loyalty, when the campalign was launched
it was under the most trying of cirowmstances. The shadow of Judge Lynch fell
over thes state snd the secred Americen Bill of rights was regarded the same
way the Germsns rogarded the Belgium neutrality treatye-as & scrap of papore
Nonpartisan and Fermer-Labor meetings wers mobbod, speakers pulled from plate
forus, snd arrests made withoul werranta, Of the 250 Lengue Meetinge scheduled

for Hinnesota in the winter and early spring of 1910, 40 hed to be shandoned.

At others, speskers were stoned and rottenweggeds Halls would be engaged, and
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then, jusi before the meeting wee scheduled te start, the sheriff would pede
lock the door. Somctines hundreds of farmers end sympathigers went miles out
of their way after such occasions to the farm of some friend of the movement
to hold their meetings.

Lindbergh, lLeague candidate for governor, was led to juil on one
occesion and slmost lyncheds On others, he was shol at, A farmer near
Hinckley was making e speech at a schocl house when e meb of armed and masked
men entered, tcok him priscner, hurried him away to & spot several miles awny,
stripped him neked, beet him, and covered him with tar and feathers. Two days

later this seme couragoous man returned end told his sudionce o¢f close to &

thousand farmers what had happened to lim and thet the mesked mob had threatened

death to mny League spesker or organizer who entered the country,

Nor was there any protection from the law, Judges during these days
were oxtremely variable and lew enforsing officers under Durnquist’s admin-
istration were frequently no more than armed, lawless hnodluz:.

Representatives of the federsl govermment sent to Minnesota by Pres=
ident Wilson bitterly denounced these taetics sagainst the League, repudiated the
rumoy thet VWilsen wanted Burnquist reelected, and even went go far as to conw
tribute both financially and morally to the Nonpartisen~Farmere-lLabor eau::.

But to no avails Reaction and tyrenmny; with practically every newspaper in
the state bamcking them and with protected libels, hostile courts, hoodlum lew
of ficers, some of the clergy, and the Commission of Public Saffety contributing
tremendous weight in their direetion, ceame through victors by ¢ slim margin of
50,000 votgg.

While engaged in smeshing the farmers' organizations, the Commissien
and its allies also turned thefr energies In the direction of labzg. it wasn't
diffiecult to do thiss Intolorant, narr;w. and dictatorial, Judge HeGee had

3

absolute control over the weak Burnquist. The Wobblies, who were organizing

unions and preaching syndicalism among egrarian end mine workers, were forging
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ahead in their work despite oppression and interference with their rights on
the part of asuthorities. MoGee's Commission, backed by Burnquist and Senator

Relson, put pressure to besr on the United States Department of Justice to

smash this organization. %he federsl department's reply that it oould find no

federal statute warrsnting ection did not dismay them. Their counsel pointed
out thet en emergency existed inmsmuch a3 the Wobblies were suceeeding im thelr
domends for insreased wages for harvest hands, and he suggested a technical way
out of the slight diffieulty that no statute warranting action existed, 4ll
that was nooessary, the sounsel said, was %o paralyse the IWW temporarily.

This could be done by arresting their leaders which was more important at the
moment that their convictionse S0 & raid was made from coast to coast upon
this orgamization, hundreds of 1ts members, ineluding Big Bill Haywood, were
arrested, and after a year in Jall, 10] were convicted of violation of the
penal code and the Eaplonage sotl end sentenced teo serve everywhere from 3
months to 20 years in jnzg.

Thus did the Commission get its licks in at the radical snd militant
labor organizations., To round out their triumph, Venlear, Socialist mayor of
Minneapolis, was defeated in 1912 aftor a close battle, Forceas supporting him
maintain stoutly that the Soclalist was not defeated us much as he was counted
out. Stories of bBallot boxes fleating down the river, of intinidation at the
polls, and of other undemooratic methods were hurled against the powers that
bes But nothing was done in reply to these charges.

Badical farmers and organigzed leborers were not the only suf'fererse
Judge licGee had said, "The disloyal clement in Mimnesota is largely emong the
German~Swedish pecple. The nation blundered at the start of the war im not
dealing severely with these viigrs." HoGee, however, was not the blunderer
thet the sovereign people of Ameries were, and these “vipers" were made to

suffer, Yellow paint was thrown on their welks and their homeses They were

threatened, tarred and feathered, and beaten up., Legally, they were subject
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to investigation, arrest; and gueationing.
40

So-called "slackers” and pecifists were trooted likewise. Nor were
intellectunls and the schools free from interference. Most iuxportant ettack
on intellectuals wes the sction instituted by Pierce Butler, utilities attore
ney and at present member of the United Stetes Supreme Court, ugeinst Profe
essor Williem Schapeér, oune of the best mown end wost influential suthorities
on mnjeipel problems, His euthority wes so widely recognized thet legislatures
end mmiecipal councils employed him on oceassion tc help settle their problems.
He was & firm exponent of publie owmership of public wtilities which may or
pay not have been the reason Plerce Hutler was interested in his case. inyway,
he was discharged from his pest in disgrece and without even the right of a
trial or & chenoce to defend himself mcocording to American practices In 1538,
Fermer-Labor Governor Elmer Beneon olimsxed s long struggle by frisnds-w
sympathizers of the professor to right this wrong by granting him & complete

41
pardon and by otherwise acting in his behalf,

During all this time, Hinnescte frequently was the center of front-
page news and publieity throughout the nation end even the worldes Congressman
Liundeen won wide publieity when he polled his district on whether the United
States should enter the war or not and was instructed by en overwhelming
vote against the war., This wes an unprecedented sction for & congressman te

42
consult his conastituency on important legislation that affected them all.

Wew Ulm, 1ikewlse, conducted such a pell and also won publicitys

This 1ittle Minnesota oity won Purther publiecity whéen, on the anight of July

26, 1917, 10,000 people gathered in one of its parks end held & meeting

1

protesting infringements on their rightse They did not threaten to resist

the government by forve, but they did state mildly that they belleved the

draft law to be wneonstitutiensl. The azsembly was pesceful and was perticipated
in by duly elected officisls of the community including the @mayor and city

attorney of New Ulm snd the auditor and treasurer of Erown county.
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Patrioteors fumed when they heard of this meeting

the four community officinls were halled before the Commisaion

Safety and then disms offioes by Governor Durnquist,

At xinately the the state again mede the

g
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