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The Sioux Uprising of 1862

The Narrator: The new state of Minnesota had sent most of its
young manhood off to preserve the union and was devoting all its resources
to the cause of the na‘th,) when the 3Sioux tribes, led by Little Crow
engaged upon a campaign of massacre and extermination in the vain hope of
recapturing their homeleand from the whites. Sweeping down the Minnesota
river from the lower agency near the present city of Redwood Falls, the
Sioux murdered and burned as they advanced, It was their plan to imfw=mt
capture Fort Ridgely and New Ulm and then sweep on amd attack St.feter and
Mankato. The ultimate goal was to capture Fort Snelling and wipe out
Minneapolis and St. Paul, But a small bank of woldiers at Fert Ridgely
thwarted their will by a heroic defense of the fort. The delay permitted

the state to reise a forte of troops which marched to the rescue under

the command of Colonel Sibley end the Siol%ere driven out of Minnesota

forever.

S"ene 1--The camp of the annuity Sioux near the lower agency. There
Mgst of the

are teepees on all sides, W are dressed in blankets and breech
cloths; some wker wear trousers and shirts with bright sashes; %ar
the Indian headdress, They carry rifles and ammunition pouches. There
are harses tethered in the backgrounde Little@ow and some of the older
‘men are in a group. . There is grumbling and complaining among the men.

The women are busy with their Hemily duties. Tyey are dressed in
gingham and calico, Some carry their infents strapped to their backs in
Indian cradles..

A group of young braves ride whooping into the camp. They are

waving two or three bloody scelps, Indians, men,mix women = nd children

appear from all sides and surround them. They dismount, The older men

including Little Crow move into the circle to see what it is all ebout.
: ;

The young braves dispiayl their trophies,
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(Flashback scene--shwoing the young braves scaelping a family of
whites at Acton. To show that the scelps are those of white xEXEY pecple.)

The women and childrem are shooed away by the braves. The situation
is serious and Little Crow beckons the braves to a war council, The
council assembles, Some pgepkers indicate by the waving of weapons and
warlike bramdishings that fhey want to fight, Others seek to calm them,
One brings out a peace pipe., Little Crew spurns it and brandishes nis
batchet end gun, The council breaks up for war and the Indiens arms themselves,

mount and ride away,

Scene 2--The Lower Sioux agency. A smsll settlement, principally of
traders' stores, the &gency building, berns, corrals, and a few scattered
log houses, It is the morning of August 18, 1862,

Indians begin to appear in the dim morning light. They sneak up
of the buildingsj Peer into wdndows, etc, Some brave raises the war cry and
firing begins. People rush out of their houses and are shot down as they
emerge, Men, women and children are mmmipmi slain and scalped in a
bloody cernage. The buildings are fired and the Indians depart with seme
wsEmx women captives as the buildings myaxxBwrmmiixx burn,.

Scene J--Remdxidm A road through a grove of trees, 4 group

of farm wagons and covered wagons are moving along the road, The weicles

are filled with refugees fleeing to Fort Ridgely. Tzey are ambushed and

slain; a woman kneels and prays with a child in her arms; she is struck
down with a war club. The oxen and horses are driven off, Philadar
Presscott, the trader appears welking, and a group of Indians come ferth
from the brushe They sqlute him and he returns their "How." As he walks on
the Indians shoot him in the back and he falls.

Scene 4--Beside the Minnesota river. A company of soldiers
commanded by Captain Mgrsh marches on the scene. They discover nine bodies
and cover them with blankets. A hail from the river., An Indian chief advances to
the stream and urges Marsh to cross on the barge which serves as a Ferry.

He declines, and there is amn outburst of fire., The soldiers are surrounded
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and the Indians are hiddem in the trees. The men fall like flies. Marsh

seeks to rally them and finally retreats into the woods a smell remmant. .

Scene 5--Tort Ridgely. I;side the stockade--the place is crowded with

through
refugees, A few soldiers are watching /{he stockade, Sergeant Jones has

erranged three small cannon before the main gate, The war cries are heard
and the refugeesiflee inside the buildings. The soldiers and volunteers
take their places fimimgxtihrgugkx behind the fortifications. Soon a
great company of several hundred Indians attack, They are thrown back.
Seome white soldiers advace through the gate to pursue the Idians but they
are shot down. The Indians attack again, They are climbing the stockade
and seeking to fire it, when the great gate is shoved open and the
cannons go into actione The Indians are routed. They flee intop the woods.
Lgter-- Colonel Sibley And his @ompanies arrive. Thers is great

Regligees come SSEED® out, cheer, etc.
rejoicing./ The troops march forth through the gate

Scene 6--Retirbutione In the background a gallows with 38 nooses
henging in a rows A cobmpany of soldiers marches past followed by

38 Indisns % chained together amnd in file, Tnhey are followed by more soldiers.

Iassnckaickhsssnnpiamanc; The execution is suggested
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