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Auditor - Financial Accounts (20-24)

tax, interest, penalty and costs, public lands, ditch liens, and
county revenue), total for each, and total daily collections.
Arr. alphs. by name of local uniu, chron. thereunder. No index.
Handwritten under pr. heads. 240 pp. 18 x 12 x 24. Unlabeled
vol., and vols. 2-7, 1901-30, bsmt. va.; vols. 8-9, 19531l==,
off. vae :

For treasurer's register of daily collections, 1887~~, see
entry 265.

20. CURRENT TAX COLLECTION REGISTER, 1913-21. 2 vols.
Dally register of current tax collections for each local unit,
showing name of township or village, date of collection, receipt
number, amount, and total dally collections. Arr. alph. by name
of twp. or village, chron. thereunder. No index. 480 pp.

16 x 12 x 2. Bsmt. va.

21. DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTIONS, AUDITOR, 1873~78. 1 vol.
Record of collections arising from sale of tax delinquent lands,
showing name of owner, description of land, amount of tax, amount
of costs, total amount of sale, to whom sold, and remarks. Arr.
chron. by date of entry. No index. Handwritten under pr. heads.
oibne 18 .x 15 % 2%, Attic.

22+ REGISTER OF RECEIPTS DELINQUENT TAXES, 188l--.
4 vols. (one unlabeled; 2-4).

Dally register of delinquent real estate tax collections, showing
date of collection, receipt number, description of property, tax
years, amounts of tax, penalty, and costs, total, and total daily
collections. Arr. chron. by date of entry. No index. Hand-
written under pr. heads. 300 to 480 pp. 14 x 9 x 1% to
14 x 9 x 2&-

253 DELINQUENT TAXES COLLECTED, 1878-83. 1 vol.
Record of delinquent tax collections and distribution of same,
showing date of collection, receipt number, amount classified
under county revenue, State revenue, township or village, school
tax, and road and bridge, total for each, and total amount of
all collections. Arr. chron. by date of collection. No index.
Handwritten under pr. heads. 200 pp. 16 x 14 x 1« Bsmt. va.

24, REGISTER OF TAX RECEIPTS, 1879-1901. 3 vols. (one

unlabeled; 1, 2). Title varies: Taxes Collected,
1879-83, 1 vol.

Record of current tax collections and distribution of same, show=-

ing name of local unit, year of tax, date of collection, receipt

number, description of land, amount classified under county

revenue, State revenue, special tax, school tax, township and

village, road and bridge, and poor, total for each, and total of

all collections. Arr. alph. by name of local unit, chron. there=

under. No index. Handwritten under pr. heads. 320 pp.

17 x 156. % 1%.
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The history of Fort Ripley properly begiﬁs at a mich earlier

period than 1849, when the post was established.

"Jemes MeC1lll wintered at Crow Wing River as early as 1771. In
1837 Clement H. Beaulleu established a trading post near the mouth
of the rlver. Henry M. Rlce also had an establishment in this lo-
cality at this time,"

"Captain BEdwin V., Sumer's meeting with the Red River half-breeds
in 1845, the establishment of the Amerisan Fur Company post at Peme
bina, and the presence of the United States Troops at Fort Snelling
and later at Fort Ripley were among the causes of alarm on the part
of the offlcers of the Hudson's Bay Company,"

"In November, 1848, General George M. Brooks of St.louls, with
staff officers and a squad of dragoons, proceeded up the Minnissippl
to the old trading post of Crow Wing and selected a site for a mile
itary post on the west bank of the Mississippl just below the mouth
of the Nakasippi Rivep.

Captadn Napoleam J« Ts Dana, later Colonel of the Pirst Minnesota
Volunteer Infantry, was ordered to superintend the work. Temporary
log bulldings were erected to house the workmen, a sawmill was buils,
and logs were prepared during the winter. In all, sixteen frame
buildings were erected on three sides of a square whose opening faced
the Wisslesippi, with two angles guarded by log blockhouses. On May
15, 1849, Company A of the Sixth United States Infantry arrived from
Fort Snelling under Captain J. B, 8. Todd to form the garrison."

"Protectlon for the Winnebago Indiens, who had been assigned to

lands in Minnesota after ceding their Iowa lands, and the checking
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Meslle of Sloux-Chippewa hostilitles were among the objects that led the

g:gﬁo.government to set up this fort in north central NMinnesobta.# % « &

261, "The fort was compekled to depend upon a ferry for its comnection
wilth the military road from Fort Snelling to Crow Wing, ##i:. Ocoaw-
glonally fleating ice would carry the ferry down stream and on one
occasion it upset in mid-stream and one soldler was drowned., The
first eight years of Fort Ripley were peaceful onesj a falthful
record of 1ts routine and casual happenings is to be found in the
manuseript dlary of the Chaplain, the Reverend Solon W. Mamney, in
the posseasion of the Mimnesota Historlcal Soclety.# # # & Upom the
withdrawal of the garrlson in June, 1857, the Chippewa became unruly
and a number of depredationa occurred. Three Indlans mudered a
German peddler and shortly afterward the gullty men were lynched by
a party of whites. Iate in Auguat reporta of trouble to be expected
from Chief Hole=in-the-Day caused hurried calls for troops to be sent
from Fort Snelling and thelr arrival at Fort Ripley checked the exe

elterent."*

"A very interesting recowd of the life and conditions at Fort
Ripley 1s the diary kept by the Reverend Solon W, Manney during the
eight years when he was Chaplain at the fort, from 1851 to 1859.
Life at thls frontiler post was for the most part uneventful but by
no means dull., Vanney held religlous servieces, taught school, vise

ited the slck, assisted in the post office, and served on boards to

examine misereants. The brief entry for March 20, 18568, "No Service,

Had to fix the stove pipe,! would seem to indicate that he also per-
formed the duties of sexton in the chapel. On one occasion Holee=in-

the~Day, the Chippewa Chief, and his wives took tea with Manney and
they dlscussed 'the Intruductlon of Christianity among his t#ibe

-
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M. H. and also # # # his own views and feelings in regard to it.! On

P ast VManney's birthday the 'Gentlemen and Tadles of the Carrison', as he
puts 1t, dined with hims Dining was no small ltem in hls life., Sel=-
dom does he neglect to record what he had for dinner, and often he
notes little elses In August of each year there are numerous en=-
tries such as this: 'Green corn for dinner. Very fine'! It is hard
to tell whether green corn or green peas held the more prominent
place in his affections. It 1s certaln that green peas were 1lm=-
portant enough to be coupled with the firing of a national salute
on the Fourth of July. IHere ls the entry: 'July 4, 1858, Sunday:
Vorning Service in the Chapel. NWatlonal Salute of 335 Guns fired at
Noon. Creen peas for dinner,! Perhaps the reason for thls tender
affectlion for vegetables was the faect that he ralsed them in his
own garden, upon which he lavished a great deal of time and care.

Manney kept a more or less faithful record of temperatures.

On January 235, 1854, he wrote: 'Mercury in Ther. frozen. Ther,
graduated to 45° # % # Mercury cletr below the bulb # # # gome
mercury was put in a charcoal cup and exposeds It froze solid in
less than 15 minutes.' He records marriages, births, deaths, and
baptisms at the fort, and he never falls to enter the temt of his
sermon on Sundays An interesting entry 1ls that recording the sale
of the reservation on October 20, 1857, 'Besides the six claimants
who were allowed to enter their land at $17}] kumiks he writes, 'the

whole Reserve, about 60,000 acres sold for 1800 dollars, 3 cts, an

acre. The last 40 acres sold, brought the highest priqe, 25 ctse!

On July 31, 1857, shortly after the withdrawal of the troops
from the fort, Manney wrote: "We may now wxpect personal violence

and murders and the destruction of property on the ceded lands and
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2ll along the frontler. The withdrawal of the troops from this
section can result in nothing else." Hls fears proved to be

wall founded.

"At the time of the Sioux Outbreak in 1862 rumors spread among
the white people of central Minnesota that the Chippewa under Holew=
in«the«Day were planning an attack. There wis general panicji mare
tlal law was proclaimed over the surrocunding country by the command
at Fort Ripley; and settlers of the region fled to the fort for
protection. Although no atteck was made, it was some time before

the excitement dled down. # % # E, Steele Peake, in a letter to his
wife dated at Fort Ripley, September 12, 1862, reports that 'Holew
in-the-Day's house was burned last nlght, supposed to be by the
Indlans though soldiers and citizens had threatened 1t' " & # &

0of the many buildings of the original fort all have been levelled

by time and circumstance save one, an old powder magazine of hewn

stone and brick, the battered walls of which are still standing.,"”

Miss Abby Fuller married Samuel B. Abbe at St.Paul in 1858 and
two years later went to live at Crow Wing. From their home there
the Abbea fled to Fort Ripley in 1862 when it seemed likely that
the Chippewa would join the Sioux in the uprilsing of that year,
and when that danger was past they returned to St.Paul.

A% a convention of the Minnesota Hlstorical Society held at
Brainerd in 1928, a large contingent of pecple from Brainerd and
the village of Fort Ripley were walting for the tourists at a
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Ms H. natural park on the east bank of the Missilssippi, nearly opposite

g:gég the slte of old Fort Ripley. Here & plenic luncheon was served.

e After ths luncheon some two hundred people formed a semiw~circle
about an improvised speaker's stand and the first session of the
convention was opened, wilth Theodore (. Blegen, assistant Supere

Intendent of the Minnesota Historilcal Socilety presiding.

"The government roads formed a net-work over the whole area
of Mimnesota, centering 1ln the region about the head of navigation

on the Misslasippl and spreading out like the spokes of a wheel.

One road extended northward through the St. Crolx Valley toward

Take Superior, # & #, A gecond followed the western bank of the
Mississlppd southward to the foot of Iake Pepin. # # # A third
road followed the Minnesota Valley southward to the great bend
of the river, where Mankato now stands, # %, A fourth followed
the Mlsslssippl northward as far as the new fort--firest called
Fort Gaines but afterward renamed Fort Ripley--near the mouth of

the Crow Wing river.

# # #"British traders, too, were alleged to be operating
south of the border in opposition to American traders,» # #, To
deal with these problems 1t was proposed to establish a military
poat on or near the Red River some two hundred miles or less
from the newly created post of Fort Gaines, later lmown aa Fort

Ripley, on the upper Misslssippi, * # "

# & % "On the 26th of August, 1849, Capt. Pope wishing to
survey Red River &¢ with Lieut. Cardiner end the lst Serg. of
Dragoons, left Pembina In a cance 31 feet long, manned by 15
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half=breeds and made Fort Calnes, about 1200 miles by water, in

28 d&'j,"ﬂ .'::' L "2:"

# % % The firat paper to be printed on Minnesota soll was the
Minnesota Chronicle, dated May 31, 1849.% # #The second Minnesota

printing point was at Cass Iake in the wilderness of northern
Minnesota with the Reverend Alonzo Barnard and others, misslon-
aries to the Chippewa Indians. "Since Cass lLake has not previously
been regarded as the second Minnesota printing point, it seems
worth while to present herewlth the authorities on which thils
stetement is based. The financial record of the American Wlssion=-
ary Assoclation, in the library of Overlin College contains the
following item: 'April, June & August, 1849, Collected from Oberlin
toward Printing Press for Bass Iake, $1l4.75.' & % &

"The third printing polnt in Minnesota was St. Anthony, elght
miles farther up the river than St.Paul."s # #The paper was ealled
the St.Anthony Express, which began publicatlon on lay 31, 1861,

"The fourth location at which printing was undertaken in Minne
esota was as unusual as the secondi« It was Fort Ripley, an aruy
post on the west bank of the Mlssisaippi a 1little below the mouth

of the Crow Wing River." # # #

"That the war department archives include important matoerial

about the expeditions into the Northwest of Stephen H. Long and

Josevh N. Hicollet 1s revealed by the calendar cards for papers fn
the offices of topographical engineers and of commander in chief
of the army, recently received from Dr. Newton D. Mereness, the

archival agent at Washington of a group of historical agencies,
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Many of the cards also are for papers that relate to Forts Snell=-
ing, Ripley, and Ridgely during the fiftles.

# % #An early contact with Fort Ripley on the upper lississe
ippi is revealed: in 1853, aofter & United States post office had
beon established at this point, 'the people at Red River organ= |
ized a monthly mall service to and from the fort and so for the é
firat time came into what was, for them, frequent touch wlth the

world outside,t ®

"concurrently with these continually lmproving means of
traffle the postal system of the Unitad States was establlshed,
and gladly taken advantage of by the isolated settlerent north
of the boundary. In 1883 a regular monthly mall service was be=-
gun between Fort CGarry and Port Ripley, then the farthest advanesed
Unlted States Post=office." # & %

"ty father, Thomas Mclean lewson, in 1884, founded and edited

the Saint Paul Pally Times, the Republican organ of the elty, in

whiclh for seven years he deberminedly espoused the stand of the
eastern abolltlionlsts, somewhat to his own detriment and dangor.
It waa to be expected then that, when the Civlil War broke out, he

would apply to the Unlon army."s « & %

"His reglment was finally stationed at flixRanit st,0loud, and
the family, consisting of my mother and three little girls, was
sent for. Uy only recollection of the Journey 1s of the old stage

and parrow swinging leather seat without a back, upén which we

children gat."# # %
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"At St.Cloud another little sister was bornm, and in nid-winter

father was ordered to Fort Ripley. The famlly carriage, drawn by the
team, Prince and 0ld Cray, was hung around with army blanketse On the
floor was & feather bed on which mother sat with the baby in her arme
and my sisters Hattle and Nellile and myself beside her. Each was pro=
vided with a hot briek. Shut from us by a blanket curtain, on the
front seat were father, who drove, and Uncle Charles Brown, father's
gsocretary. Part of the way through the country infested with bands
of hostile Indians we were escorted by twenty ecavalrymen. Tater we
went on alone through & cold oldefashioned Minnesota winter with
mich snow. When, stopping et midday for rest and refreshment, we en=
tered o pine shack heated by a glowing cast-iron stove, red<hof in
splte of the zoro weathey outside, the bottle of brandy and milk
that we had with us for an emergency burst, and we discovered that

© the baby's cheeks were froste-bitten.”

"y next vivid memory is of being awakened at night at Fort
Ripley by much commotion and gun shots and hearing father tell mother
that a sentry had ired at an Indlan sneakling up the enbankment of
the gawsdsmw fort, The garrison had been aroused in time and 1f an
attaek had been planned by the enemy it was rendered futlle. The
word 'Indian' still recalls my shivers of terror, for we children
could not help hearing the meny storiles of massacres and thrllling

eacapes.” # ¥ %

"A valuable llst of *Military Roads in the United States' is
included in a pamphlet on Milltary Roads.* # # Among the linnesota roads
listed are those from Fort Snelling to Fort ILeavenworth, from Mendota

to Webasha and %o Mankato, from Kimmaaipia Minneapolils to Fort Ripkex
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Ridgely, from Polnt Douglas to Fort Ripley and to Duluth, from Swan
River to long Prairie, from Mankato to the Mlssourl River, and from

Duluth to the Bols Fort Reservatilon.”

"Luxurles seem to heve found their way even to the remote Minne-
sota frontler, At Crow Wing, near Fort Ripley on the épper Missisdppl
in 1860 a Christmas dinner of oyster soup, roast turkey, plum pude
ding, coffee, and 'fixins' was enjoyed by Mr. and Mprs., Samiel B. Abbe
and thelr guests. The oysters had been sent to lirs, Abbe by & friend
at 8t.Cloud. With her husband she had only recently removed from St,
Paul to Crow Wing, where he was a trader and a townsite promoter,
Thelr first Chrlstyes at this remote post was fayr from lonely. A
few days before the holidey they attended a party at the home of
Clement H. Beaulieu, & French and Indian mized«blood who was a
trader at Crow Wing. He'sent to St.Cloud(eighty miles) for music’,
In & letter written on December 30, 18€0, Vrs. Abbe reports that her
host served 'an elegant supper!, and though she did nop consider the
party 'quite as elegant as some of our St.Plavl) affeire of the kind
(1t) was n{o)t to be despised., The gﬁrriaon were all present & all
down from the Agency.sssand the arrowstocracy of Crow Wing,! Aftep
ehurch services on Christman morning the Reverend end Vrs. Ee S
Peale, loecal missionaries of the Eplscopal church, went home to
dinner with the Abbes s In the evening they all attended a party
at Fort Ripley, where there was a Christmns tree, and where lra,
Abbe recelved a 'very pretty enmbroldered cushion! and her husband

Among

the guests were the wives and daughters of the commandant and the

post surgeon, and six or seven bachelors. !'The young ladles are
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having a good tims generally,' comments Vrs. Abbe. She herself ap-
proved of only one or two of the young men; the others she found

tlike the rest of the brass buktons!,"

"R manuscript recently recelved from ¥iss Abby A. Puller of St
Paul contains direct evidence concerning the Chippewa dilsturbances
under the leadershilp of Hole-ln-the=Day whiech occurred in northern
Minnesota colneident with the Sloux Outbreak. It 1s an account write
ten by Misa Fuller's aunt, Vrs. Abby Fuller Abbe, relating her expep=
lences and those of her husband at Crow Wing and at Fort E‘.ipléy in
1868, lra, Abbe asserts that Hole-in-the-Day attempted to cooperate
with Little Crow, but that his plans were frustrated by Chippewas who

were friendly to the whites,"

Among some Interesting and unusual papers presented to the ige
torleal Soclety are some typed coples of perhaps twenty letters writ-
ten by Wilfred J. Whitefleld. They are full of detalls about camps,
lines of march, topography, Indlan fighting, and frontiler forts lile
Ridgely, Abercrombie, Ripley and Snelling.

"Three small Sioux and Clvil war dlarles kept by Rdson D. Washe
burn, a member of Company E,., Eighth Vinnesota Volunteer Infantry,
have been presented by his son, !y, Bdson Washburn of St«Paules They
contaln a record of Washburn's service in 1863 at Fort Ripley and
Paynesville, where his company wos stationsd for the protection of

the Minnesota frontiler after the Sioux Outbrealk," # # =

"The letters of Rliab Parker Vackintire of Poston, written between

1845 & 1863, to Reverend William Salter of Burlington, Iowa, which
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wore originally published with an Iintroduction and notes by
Philip D, Jordan in the Bulletin of the Wew York Publie Tibrery
(see ante,16:111), have been issuved as a separate (1986,168p.)
Among the letters for 1862 ave three that Mackintire wrote to his
son-in-law, & Congregational missionary, during a summer visit to
Minnesota, They are dated at Ste.Paul, Little Falls, and Anolm,
and they include the writer's impression hot only of those places,

but alsoe of St.Cloud, Fort Ripley, and Crow Wing.," # % #

"The mere ralsing of men was no easy matter. June 12, 1861,
the federel government anmounced that a seecond regiment would
be accepted. Five companies were mustered in within a week, but
the rest were ontained only slowly. Along the frontler were three
forts, Ridgely, Ripley and Abercrombie, where small gerrisons
were alweys lept to insure safety of the outlying settlements in
case of Indian uprisings," # = &

M oHe "pifty-six documents relating to Fort Ridgely and Fort Rilpley
glégs in the period from 1848 to 1885 have been copled for the soclety
by the photostatic process from the originals in the war depart-
ment and the general land office in Washingbton, D. C. Ineluded
are data on the establishment of the two posts, maps of the two

reservations, a report on the inspection of the garrisons in

1857, a ground plan of Fort Ripkay Ridpgely...s.and an account

dated 1873 of the attempted sale of Fort Ripley reservation.”




E&’I.Hr: "The site of Fort Ripley is inclwuded in a purchase of ground for

%:i‘gl 8 National Cuard encampment to be lmown as Camp Ripley. Illere the re-
mains of the old fort will be preserved, mzsoeddfing occording to an
announcement published in the Brainerd Daily Dispatch for October

8, 1930,"

A port=hole from a bloeck house at old Fort Ripley dating from the

seventies, has been added to the museum of the Vinnesota Historileal

Soclety, and was the gift of Vr. Ellsworth W. Smith of Little Falls

in 10335,

Reve E. Stoels Peake arrvived in Minnesota Iin 1855, when he went
to Shakopee as a home missionary# # # In 18566 he went %o northern
Minnesota to serve as o missionary to the Chippewa. There at Cull
Take, Fort Ripley and Crow Wing, he remalpnsed untll he becare chaplain

for the Twenty-elghth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry in the Civil War,

_Iocation and Buillding of Fort Ripley.

' The occasion of building Fort Ripley is supplied in a letter by
Gene N J.TsDana, as follows:

"Tunt after the close of the War with lexico, the Covernment con=
sumated a treaty with the Winnebago Indlans, then residing within the
limita of Iowa, by the terms of which they tranaferred to the United
States all their lands in that state, recelving in return a beautiful
tract in Minnesota, the éastern boundary of whiech extended from neay
the mouth of the Crow Wing river southward along the Mississippl
to a little below Sauk Rapids,
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"among the oblicntions assumed by the United States by that

‘treaty was the loeation and construction of a cantonment, and the

stationing of a garrison thereat within the limits of the new
Indian grant, near the mouth of the Crow Wing river. This condis
tion was the cause of the unfortunate locatlion of Fort Ripley.
Brigadier Cenersl George V. Broolm, a veteran of the war of 1818,

was at the time the commander of the military department whieh

enbraced the new Winnebago reservation, with his headquarters at

St.louls, Having received sha instructions from the Var Departe-
ment as to the location of the new post under the terms of the
feankty Winnebago treaty, he proceeded to Crow Wing In the month
of November, 1843, wilth a squadron of dragoons and severad staff=
officers; and, after reconnoitering the country, finally decided
that the terms of the Winnecbago treaty and hig Instructions made
1t his duty to locate the new post on the western benk of the
Mississippl nearly opposite to the wiuth of the Nolmsippl river.
"Being on dubty In Boston at this tilme I received orders to
report to General Brooke, and did so accordingly, at the earlliest
possible moment, and found the Post already loecated, and the Gen=
eral about returning to St.louls, I was an officer of the Quarter-
mater's Department, and he left me there to bulld the Fort. The
country was already covered with snow. A portable saw-mnlll was
put in operation, and the winter passed in getting out lunber and
erscting temporary accomodations for a small gang of carpenters and
laborers. In the spring of 1640, Company A of the 8ixth Infantry at
Fort Snelling was moved up to the new site, the commander of which
was Capt. John B. 8. Todd, who was the first commanding officer of
the Post, called Fort CGaines, in honor of Brigadler Ceneral Edmund
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P« Galnes, then sbationed at New Orleans.

"subsequently his name was given to a new permanent fortifie
cation in process of construction at the entrance of Mobile Bay; and
the cantonment in the Winnebago country was named Fort RNipley by the
Way Department in honor of Cen, Eleazor W, Ripley, & dlatingulshed
officer of the War of 1812, This namwe was offieially anmounced Nove
ember 4th, 1850,"

"Deneral Dann superintended the work for two yoars. The bullde
er of the fort was Vr, Jesse H, Pomroy, of StePaul.” @ #

"Rev. lire Manney, the first chaplain at Fort Ripley, was com=
mended to ua," says Ceneral Dana,"by good Bishop Kemper, and was
elected before I left there. Rev. Frederick Ayer, a Presbyterian
miniétor, who had been a teacher among the QJibways at Sandy lake,
had established himself near the lower end of the military reserva=
tiog, on the east slde of the river near ILittle Falls, and was most
kind in officlating at one or two funerals for the families at Fort
Ripley:. In the winter of 1850 I carrfed the venerable chapla%ntg;
Port Snelling, Father Cear, to Fort Ripley in a sleigh, and we:en~
joyed the visit greably.” # # &

"The location of the post was on the west bank of the HMisse
lssippl about twenty miles above the mouth of the Swan River, and
seven miles south of Crow VWlng, at a point where the channel runs
southwest. The distance by wagon road from St.Paul was one Mmmdred

and fifty miles. The road lay along the east bank of the Mississippl,

with no approach to the fort except by forry. The Post Reserve was

a mile square and was surrounded by a dense forest, The fort was
sltuated on a plateau elevated a little mwme sbove the river, and
consisted of several story and a half buildings constructed of wood,
forming three sides of a sguare, with the open s;de facing the streams.
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on the right, looking towards the quadrangle, were the quarters of
the officers, the chaplain's resldence, and tho.sutlcr'a store}
on the left, also guarters for officers, a room set apart for a
chapel, end a hospital; while the third side was filled Ly the bare
vaclke Sor the soldlers. The northwest and southwest corners were
flanked by block-houses of logs, wigh port=holes commanding the
sides of the fort, The houses stood some fifteen to twenty feet
apart, so that there was a free entrance between,excepting on the

east side, where there was a stockade bullt of logs set on and."

Je He MeKenny was the person detalled to take the Winnebago
Indians to their new home at Fort Ripley, and he wes made sutler

there 1n 1849,

"Just as our surveying party were minto camp one evening

in 1862, at the 'Big Bend! of the Mlssisaippl, five miles below
Fort Ripley, we met a man who $0ld us there were three hundred Ine
dians at the Ageney on Crow Wing »lver, seven miles from 1ts mouthj
that they had made most of the employees there prisoners, and exs .
pected to attack Fort Ripley that nights We thought it safer to go
on to the fort where we arrived at about 9 P.M. BSettlers from the
surrounding countyry were coming In all nighte.

"There were but twenty-six soldlers in the fort, raw recruits
from the southern part of the state, who had enlisted for the war,
They had been chasing Hole=in=the-Day for 2 week, had shot at him
across the river as he landed from a bircn cance on the opposite
side, robbed his house of a very fine rifle and other keepsakes
that had been given him at Washington, and were so tired that they
aslked us to help them do duty. No attack was made, but a false

\
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MeHaSe0e alarnm about midnight turned out every one in the fort. Men, women,
Volel2
P.CEY ; and c¢hildren, ecould be seen rumning from one bullding to another

cont.
in their night elothes. Had the Indians made an attacls, they
might have killed the greater part of us, for we could not dxik
dare to shoot on account of the danger of'killing ourr OWn peow

Ples # & @

"We remained at the fort for a weok, doing garrison duty all

the time, We tore down some log houses and finished the stoclmde,
which previously had been bullt only a third of the way around
the buildings, having been abandoned because the appropiation
was exbausted. Two little caunon, which had been used on the
parade ground for salutes, we mounted in the two blockhouses at
opposite corners of the stockade, so that we could rake all four
sldesa in case ¢f an attack by the Indians. All this time we
enjoyed the government rations, ineluding the canteen. Having
put this military fort on a war footing, we held a council and
decided that it was not safe to go on up to Pine river with our
outfld and teams. We were not afrald that the Indians would do
us any bodlly harm, but a lot of young bucks on the war path,
without any commissary, would not respect oub rights to property
which they needed very much more than we did.' S0 we returned

down the river.,




PORT

MeSe8e
B,8teele
Peake
Papers

Page 20.

5 -
RIPLEY «

one of the best kmown men to figure in the Fort Ripley his=
tory was Holo=inethe~Day, a Chippewa Chief, Some of his ventures
mey prove interesting and we herewith relate a few of them.

"in 1852 or 53, Holo=in-the-Day consulted Father Cear about
a missionary, and expressed himself as being willing and anxious
that the ways of civilization and christianity be tavght to him
and his people, Iater, according to all accounts, he seems to have
had rmch difficulty in sticking to the straight and narrow paths

"We find him giving whiskey to the Indilans and opposing
the missioneries from time to time. Wy father used to tell a
story of hims. His hame was at Crow Wing where there was a Cove
ernment Ageney of which my father wes an employee, I band of flve
Sioux came up the river and murdered and sealped an Indlan family
who were camped some distance from the rest of the village. They
sank thelr canoces and started back on foot.

"Hole=in=the-Day heard of it and took the stage and travelled
i1l he passed them, then got out and hid in the brush, He had
the first repeating rifle that was brought into the upper country.
He shot all &6f them with 1t; cut off thelr heads and put them
into a gunny sack and walted for the stage coming up from St.Paul,
When he got baeck to Crow Wing he wallked into the apgeney and dumpe
ed his heads out of the saeck upon the floor,"

"He built him a larpe house like a white mans and furnished
it with many Boston rocking chalrs and nothing else. Ie set up

his wigwam in the largest room and 1lived in 1%, So much for

Hole=in=the=Day. I tell you these storiles to glve you something

of a pleture of tho timea,"
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feHeBS 40 e "rhe Ploneer, of May 16, 1850, graphically describes a daring
1"{(.)2]5(:?. ' act of Hole-in-the=Day, the Chippewa chleftain, who used to be so
well known in St.Paul:

"on Wednesday, the 15th, at about 1 p.m., there was a great
excitement in Salnt Paule--Indians yelling at each other across the
river, and running up and down the shores, cances crossing the river,
and everything betokening the utuost exasporation., It seems news
has reasched them that a party of Sloux were overtaken a short dise
tance out of St.Paul, and two murdered and three taken prisoners.
At this moment, a company of the Sioux have started northward
through town, stripped of their blankets, in pursult of the das=
tardly murderers, This is the first blow (if the story be true)
atruck by the Chippewas in revenge of the 14 of thelr tribe, mare
dered the othey day in a sugar camp, by the Sloux.

"PeS. About sunset, on Wednesday, the Sloux returned, with
the corpse of one man,(who seems to be the only one mudered,) whom
they had in a cance, nailed up in a box, covered with a red pall,
Just at dark, they left the lower landing in sadness, with thelr
canoes, for thelir village, four miles down the river,

"The muder, which was p most daring feat, was committed by
Hole~in-the-Day, He secreted his cance in the mouth of the creek
that runs from 'Fountain Cave', and, with one or two warriors,
erosgsed the river, attacked several Sloux, and killed and sealped
ono, and got off with the scalp before quite a body of the Siloux,
who were near by, could get the alaym, It was a most swdaclous acts

The & Ploneeyr, of May 23, says:

"A gentleman, just down from Fort Caines, says that, on his

way down, he met the Chippewa chief, Hole=in-the=Day, with the
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calp of the young Sioux Indlan, which that brave took last week
his neighborhood, divided into gquarters, He was Iin fine
sher, At nlght he and his followers had a secalp-dances In his
descont on the Sioux, in the short space of 24 hours, he marched

80 miles, committed the murder

The last chapter in his 1ife is a story told in the Little
Falls Transcript, under the date 1880, which 1= herewith
subnltted:

"among the Chippewa warriors old Hole-inethe-Day and hils son,
bearing the same name, are supposed to have been tho greatests 0ld
Hole=in-the=Day, when a boy, resided near Sandy lake, but after he
became a man he resided most in Vorrison County, u@ncrnlly near
the mouth of Little Elk K After a brilliant careecr as a great
chief and warrior, he died at the resldence of some hall-breeds,
about two miles north of Little Falls, on the sast side of the
Mississippl river. At his owm request he was buried on a high
eminence near by, on the range of blulffa east of The river.

"His son succeeded him as Chippewe Chief, gained a national
reputation, not on aceount of his good qualities, but on aseount
of his succeseful raids agalnat thelir enemles, tho Sloux Indlans,.
He had the pleasure of taking off many of their scalps with his
own hande, and & very good job he mede of it, Some specimens

that I saw him bring up at one time inecluded, not only the whole

scalp, but a pair of ears besldes, which, from thelir appearance,

were not accustomed to the use of soaps He was always a very
hard chief to make a treaty with, making very exorbitant demands

from the government, and giving the agents generally a large
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Little amount of trouble.
Falls
Trans- "In the fall of 1862, simltanesous with the Siloux outbreak of

235539 that year, Hole=in=tho=Day proceedsd to organize the Chippewa warrior 8
for an attack upon the white settlers of northern Minnesota. It 1is
generally believed that his attack was first delayed, and finally
abandoned because Hole«inetho=Day failled to get all of the Chippewa
bends to unite with hin in a war ageinst the whites, The ¥Mille laes
band sent him word that in case of war they would join the whites and
fight against him, and without doubt, there was a atrong element in
his own caump opprosed to his schems, After a delay of about three

weeks Hole-insthe-Day dlabanded his warriors, greatly to the relisf

of the whole adjacent country. Simltenecusly with the Sloux oute
break of 1862, informatlon of his movements was sent to the offlcers
in command at Fort Ripley. A sguad of about six soldlers was sent
to capture him, He was in the wvillage of Crow Wing but managed to
evade the soldlers and escape. He c¢rossed the Misalsaippl at the
ferry, the soldlers arriving on the opposlite bank just as he got
across, They fired several shots at him as he escaped over the
river bank. In a few days his house was burned down by some unlknown
peraons The next year after pesace was mde, he went to Washington
and got an approplation of alx thousand deollars on account of the

burning of hils house, and a section of land at CGull Takes, He did

not go there to live, but resided at the old Chippewa agency, aboug

six miles weast of the mouth of the Crow Wing river and on that stream.
"It shows thet Hole~in=theo«Day was something of a financiler

as well as a warrior., He again vistied Washington in 1866 for the

purpose of improving his financial condition, but this time he was

not guite as successful as he had been on former occaslions. Put he
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of this yeny 1857 was the attempted sale of the Reserve, together
with the fort, by the War Department, which took place on the 20th
of Oectober. The Reserve and adjoining lands, to the amount in all

- a8
of about 60,000 acves, in various lots, recoived,bids about $1,8004,

or an average of thwroe conto an scres It was less than two months
after the great fimancial panic of August, 1087, which disastrously
affoctod business intorosta throughout the United States. These
very low offers, boing under tho price of (1,80 per acre required

for valid sales of governmont lands, were not accepted.”

Considoring it the duty of each of tho old settlers of the
state, and especially members of the "imnesota Hilstorlcal Soclety,
to contribute facts within their porsonal knowledge relating to
the principal ovents in the early settlerent of our state, I beg
loave to offer the following accountbi

"on the 80th day of August, 1868, & messonger came to me at
Saulz Rapids, requesting mo without delay to call upon the come
mispioner of Indian affairs, Wm, P. Dole,% * @ In St.Cloud.n # &
T lost no time In complying with the request., I found on reache
ing there, ¥ajs L. Ce Walkew, Chippowa Agont, who had Just arrived
fvom the Chippewa ageney.® ¢ & Ho was greatly ozcited,» # % and
feared that all the prisoncrs in the hands of the Indions had al=
ready been massacred, in retallatlon for the unsuccessful attempt
made by him to capture Hole-insthe-Daye® # #fe urged me to attempt
to open commmication with the hostiles.# # # After considerable
parley, and upon the urgent solicitations of Uommissioner Dole,

I reluctantly consented to athombt the misgidn, # & #
"petwoon Fort Ripley and Crow Wing I met Peter Roy, United
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States interpreter, acéompanied by Bad Boy, one of the chiefs, both

of whom urged me to turn around and not expose myself to danger.# # %
At Crow Wing I sought out Clement H. Beaulieu, Sre,® % dwhom I ine
formed of the mission I had undertaken, and requested him to accoms
pany me to the hostlle cemp. He consented, though he expressed his
fears that we mmex were too late to save the lives of the prisoners
in the hands of the Indians, and suggested that we might posalbly
share thelr fate., Taking a team with Ceorge Fairbanks as driver,

we reached within a half mile of the Indian camp, where we left our
team and proceeded on foot %o the creek between Gull and Round ILakes,
where we were stopped by an armed Indlan, a piclet guard, but pushe
ing by him, he gave the alarm by a loud cry of 'A white man in camp!?,
and instantly, with a terrific war-whoop, the whole force of Indians
sprang to arms,* # # and we were surrounded by more than three hune
dred warriors.® # # Crowding our way through the oxclted mass to=-
wards the headquarters of Hole-inethe-Day, # # * we mot the renowned
chlef, whose face looked paler than usunl.® # #

"At my request, he ordered tho warriors to move haek and glve
us room, whereupon they formed thomselves into a semi-cirele of about
thirty feet in dlameter, In spite of Hole=in-the«Day's motions to
the contrary, Big Dog, a brave old chief, & personal friend of mine,
foreced his way up to me, and, grasping my hand, pressed 1t three
times dlstinetly, which he afterwards explained to me as meaning
that he would sacrifice his own life before I should be harmed. Two
or three others attempted the hand shaking, but were ordered baclc.

"All being seated on the grass, I informed Hole=in=the-Day

that I had come to him from the commissioner of Indian affairs, to
learn from his own mouth, what his complaints were, and what were
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his Intentions; that 1s, whik whether he wanted war or peace with the
white people. He replied that he did not want war, but only his
rights.* # & I peplied to him that if his objeet was to have thelr
wrongs redrossed they could never accomplish 1t by force,* # # and
that I was authorized by the commissioner to say that he would be glad
to listen to their complaints, and if well feunded, they should have
redress., He then sald that was satisfagtory, and he would mset the
commissioner and settle all difficulties peaceably. & #

"Hole=in=the=Day sent a gueard to accompany us about three
miles aé as to pass us beyond thelr picket line. ¥ # % When about a
mile from the fort, I heard in the direction of the post a single
shot followed by a volley, # & « :

"Crossing the river in a small boat a few minutes after this

alarm, I came near being shot by a pleket in the darimess, but, hear=
ing the elick of his gun as he coclked it,* # # I hailed him and then

kept stlll until he could geot the guard out and satisfy them I did not
intend to storm the fort.

"After Informing the commanding officer as to the state of
affairs,® % # I was Informed that the ladlies of the post # # # desived
my prosences. It wasg now about two a.ms, but I found the ladles # # %
perspiring over a red~hot stove casting bullets,* # # Agssuring the
ladies that there were né Indians within fifteen miles of them and no
danger of an attack for at least two days, I left at three otelock,
and reached Little Falls at sunrise, where I met Capt. Hall on his
way to Fort Ripley to assume command, mccompanied by Capt. Charles H.
Beaulfeu. # # #*

"Having reported again to Commissioner Dole &s to the result of
my second visit to Hole=in=the=Day's camp,* # # I left him at Fort
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Ripley, desiring a 1little rest.* # % In his attempt to get the Indians
under Hols=inethe-Day inko & cul de sac,* # # Cen., Dole found himself

outgeneraled by the wily Indian, and was completely surrounded and

at the msrcy of the Indlana.

"Reallzing his perilous situation after an ineffectual atbempt
to send to Fort Ripley for reinforcements, he essayed conclllation
in & harangue contrasting strongly with the terrlble threats made
a few hours before at Fort Ripley. In trembling accents he commenced,
Wy Dear Red Bretheren', and by these means a confllet was avolded,
"Hole=in=the-Day afterwards stated to me that he only wanted

to show Cen. Dole that he was not so easily to be outgeneraled."

"Tn deserlbing the 0jibway people as seen during more than
twonty years of missionary work among them, I cannot claim In-
fellibility for the impresslons I am about to record but only that
they appeared Bo to me, It should be stated also that the names
0jibway and Chippewa are exactly symonymous, the latter being & more

anglicized form of the same word.# # %

"I 1862, I visited the Sioux Misslon on the upper linnesota
riveres # #

"1 yisited the 0jibways, on my return, at Crow Wing, and while
T was there & letter came to lole-inethe~Day, in care of the Rov.
¥Mr. Pealie, marked,'In haste's Hole-in=the=Day was at Ieech Lalke.
I sent for his head warrior, who opened the letter. It was from
ILittle Crow, and sald: '"Your men killed one of our farmer Indiuns.
I tried to keep my men back, They have gone for scalps. Look out.!
on my way to Red lake, I found the Imdians turbulent, and felt that
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Ib1§; an ifmpending eloud hung over our border. When it broke the only

féﬁif 1ight which fell upon the scenes of bloodshed was that which ceame
from the loyalty of those Christlan Indlans who rescued so many
women and children from death, Mumegahbowh, who had been made a
prisonor, escaped and travelled thirty miles in the night to warn
Fort Ripley of ite dangers Ie sent Chief Bad Boy to the Hille Iacs
Tndians to call them to the defense of the fort: and before Hole=in=
tho=Day could begin war, the northern border was protecteds I can

never forget the love and bravery of those Christian Irdiana who
proved their fidelity at the risk of thelr lives."# # #

HMeHeSoCo # % @ On May 28, 1857, the Secretary of Wer hed commissiloned
g?iﬁi?' Mr. William King Heiskell "an agent to examine the Fort Ripley
reservation near the mouth of the Crow Wing river, with a view
to its sale. There is a mystery about this appointments The ap=
pointes, when questioned, less than a year after, could not tell
how he happened to be eppointed, nor how he learned of his appoint-
ment, nor whether he had any interview with the secretary on the

subjects He had not asked for the appointment."# # #

On the 20th of August, 1862, T. B. Walker and Ceorge B. Wright,
the principal government surveyor of this region, left Minneapolils
for a seriles of gevernment surveys. As thoy arrived opposite Ste
Cloud they were told of the outbreak of the Sioux Indians and the
murder and massacre of so many settlors. They eontinued thelr
journey to Fort Ripley and stayed there, standing guard with a
view %o dgfend the fort against an army of Sioux that were reported

coming from the New Ulm ecountry, the reglon of the outbreak, and
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also against an additional foree of Chippewas who were reported as

coming down from Leech Iake to attack the fort,

"On our way from St.Cloud o Little Falls, we met the Chippewa
agent, Imeclus C. Walker, coming down in a buggy with his driver, and
he seemed not so much excited as instead to have a rather apprehensive
look, saying that the Indlans were tralling him down and were then
going down parallel to the road that we were on, but two or three
miles farther east, on the o0ld Indlan trall from Crow Wing %o 8t.
Cloud, He walted a little and told us about this, and then proceeded
on to St.Cloud, where he left hls buggy and took a saddle-homse, and,
with his revolver for defense, continued to travel down the road.
About three miles below Big Ialke, his body was afterward found by the
roadsilde, with a bullet through his head."«# = %

"After our surveying ecrew had remained at Fort Ripley for some

time, we came away and the party disbanded,"s * @

lrs Frederick Driscoll, an sarly settler and piloneer, well lknown
newspaper man, physleally disabled for fleld duty, was glven a com=
mlisslon which he was unable to accept, but he rendered valuable sepr=
vice in the quartermaster's department at Fort Ripley and elsewhere,

during the most trying season.
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History Seven miles below the junetion of the Crow Wing and Misalsaippi
mingiby rivers, on the west slde of the Missiassippl, stood Fort Ripley, cons
ggi?eéf slsting of some small one-story Bulldings arranged on three sides of
oy a square open to the river. There was a garrilson of about thirty men

of Company ¢ of the Fifth Minnesota Infantry.

You 2

"on the very day of the Sloux Outbreak, August 18; Tuclus G,

Waller, the Chippewa agent, learned that a numbsr of wafriars were
eollecting on Gull Iake in the northern part of the reservation and
were threatening to attack the agency. He at once dispatehed a moge
genger to Fort Rlpley asking for military protection. On the followe
ing morning the agent was so much impressed with what he believed ¢o
be irmediate impending danger that he abandoned the agency and started
for the fort. At Crow Wing bhe met a detachment of twenty soldiers

12~ fpom the fort on their way to the ageney.” Weller, belioving that the
notorious Fole«in-the-Day, head chilef of the Chippewa of the Mississippi,
was responsible for the disturbances, gave the commander of the detach-
mnt a written order for his arrest. A squad chased the chieftain to
his frame house not far distant, from which he escaped to the opposite
bankz of the river, After an exchange of shots with the soldiers, he
fled to join the gathering on Gull Iake,.

"It was now learned that a large number of Pillagers from

Ieech Take, who had robbed the private and government buildings there
and were holding seven persons in temporary captivity, were coming
downs. A fow cattle had been killed and some horses had been stolen
on both reservations., Bad Boy, a Pillager chief or headman unfriendly
to Hole«in-the-Day, had come down to the fort with his family and a
few bthers and had glven the alarm of a possible attaels, not only on
the ageney but also on the fort. The commander at the fort at once
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proclaimed martial law over the surrounding reglon and called upon

the settlers o come into the post for the protectlion he counld not
give them at their homes and for the common defense, if need be.

The garrison and the refugees whe came in, at once began preparation
for defense. Sergeant Frantziey of the ordnance corps of the
regular army, who was on duty &k at the post, found some ammnition
for the four six-pound howltzers but no cartrldges for the riflea.
Pulleta were molded and cartridges were made by candlelight. But

no attack was made upon the ageney or upon the fort and no further
depredations were commltted. Still the alarm spread rapldly along the
northern frontier, causing a stampede to the fort or to the leas
exposed settlements, + # # A large nunmber of refugees collected at

Fort Ripley and fifty men volunteered to ald in defense.”

Historical "In 1862 Fort Ripley consisted of several small bulldings

Records
sSwrvey.
Morrison
COt’P 9.

arranged on three sides of a square open to the NMississippl River
and was garrisoned with about 30 men. The fort was abandoned as &
military post in 1878, It had borne the name of Ripley since
Fovenber 4, 1850.

"on April 1, 1880, Congress passed an act to restore to the
public domain the military reservation of Fort Ripley+. TUnder this
act, the Secrotary of War was authorized to turn over to the
Department of the Interlor all of the reservation except & narrow
strip of land on each silde of the rallrocad tracks., All landa within
the reservation's boundaries, required to be turned over to the
Secretary of the Interior, were to be subject to entry by actual
settlers under premption and homestead laws, # # # #*
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Ibid, "Camp Ripley, as the now site was called, 1s eight miles north of

g;ng. Tittle Falls, almost in the geographic center of the gtate."s # %

P3O "The ailte of old Fort Ripley is not included in Camp Ripley, but
lies outside the latter's northern boundary. At one time plans were
made to purchase the old fort and incorporate it within camp boundariles,

but these were not carried through,”

"A statement issued by the Crow Wing Historical Soclety advoscating

the reconstruction of old Fort Ripley exactly as it was on its old

site 1s published in the Brainerd Dailly Dispateh for June 26, 1934,

Although the site of Fort Ripley is in Vorrison County, the Crow Wing

Historical Soclety offers to cooperate with other local historical

socletles Iin the restoration of the old fort,"

from Judge L. Bs Kinder's Talk of Fort Ripley-~The Srainerd Daily
Dispateh of June 13, 1928,

"The year gold was discovered in California, Fort Ripley wes established.
Abraham Lincoln was then but an obscure country lawyer, riding civeult, and
Minnesota a wildernesa save for some settlements gbout the lower SteCroix
River, and Fort Snelling, Wiseconsin, just admitted to th Tnion, had re jected
it as worthless. Minnesota then had little but hopes and heelth. So healthy
was 1t in fact, that in territorial days, only two wen died, one of whom
was hanged for killing the other.

"The Winnshagoes hed just ceded their lands in Iowa for a tract extending
along the Vississippi from Sauk Rapids to the mouth of the Crow Wing river,
In compliance with the treaty, the United States sent GCen. Ceorge M. Brooke
from S8t.Loula, to locate a fort both to protect the Winnebagoes and to stop
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the running warfare botween the Sioux and Chippewas., In November, 1848,

Gen. Brooke, with staff officers and a squad of dragoons, procecded

to the old trading post of Crow Wing. Ie located the fort on the

l

west bank of the u*ssissippL‘hiﬁas.

"oaptain Dana, afterwards a cltizen os St.Paul, Colonel of the
First Winnesota, and brigadier general, was ordered from Boston to
superintond the bullding, Arriving as Brooke was leaving for St.louls,
he found the country wlite with snow. Temporery log gquarters were
rolled up for the worlmen. A portable sawe-mlll was installed and the
winter spent in gotting out logs and sawing lumber, The fort cone
gisted of sowe sixteen frame bulldings forming three sides of a
aguare whose openlng faced the Wisslssippl river, The barracks ocou=
pied the rear end part of the south side of the gquadrangle. On the
sonth side were officers' querters, chapel and hospital. On the north
were officers! gquarters and the sutler's store, The bulldings atood
about fifteon feet apart. Along the east
the northwost and southwest corners were flanked with log blockhouses
with port-holes, For two years Cen. Dana superintended the cone
struction. - The bullder was Jesse H, Pormproy of 8St,Paul, who two years
loter erected Fort Ridpelys On May 13, 1849, the first gorrison,
Co."A",, 6th Infentry arrived from Fort Snelling, The commander,
Captain John B, 8. Todd, (after whom Todd county was named) christensd
the new post '"Fort Cal am inportant fortification on Moblle Bay,
being named for Cemeral Gainea. In 1850, the name was changed to
Fort Ripley in honor of Ceneral Eleasor W, Ripley, a Portland, Maine
lawyer, who distinguished himself in the Var of 1812, and later

served in Congress,
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"Fte Ripley was the hub of a world of willderness. Its location on
the west side of the river # # # proved most inconvenient. To reach 1t
from the military road from Fort Snelling to Crow Wing, a ferry with
800 foot cable had to be installed,s About the fort was a military
resorvetion one mile squarej across the river was a larpe reservation teo
keoep the whiskey sellers at their distance, Ilere, oppoalte the Fort,
was the gomernment farm where Baldwin Olmstead raised supplles for the
soldierg,s « @ @

"rort Ripley's first eight years were singularly uneventful, Thanks
to the dlary of 1ts first chapldin, Rev, Solon W, Manney, we have a day
by day chronicle of thils perfiod, » # & THe soldler's chief perils were
bad whisley, freezing to death or walking inte alr-holes while drunk,
and the ferryj cales of ice or logs would drive 1t down stream, # # &
The young fort also witnessed wmrriages, christenings and dances,
Within its walls Chaplain lanmey smacked hils lips over Pourth of July
dimmers of wild duck and green peas and framed the canons which gove
exmod the Eplscopal Church in Mimnesota for forty years,

"The protection Fort Ripley was glving northern Minnesota was

2

quickly demonstreted when in June, 1857, the garrison was removed, The

IeccHl Lalke Indians destroyed misslon property and drove out the mise

slonaries, Near Cull Ielp, the Indlans murdered & Cermn peddler. They
were captured and brought to the fort, There being no garrison, Rev,

- 8 )

Hanney bhad Covermment Farmer Olmstead hiteh up his vmgon and take them

before the Justice of Pelle Prairie towmship, who committed them to
Sherliff Pugh of Little PFalls, On the way to 2t.faul, a posse of whites
from Swan River overtook them., Intimidating the sheriff by putting a
rope around a deputy's neck, they seized the Indians and took them

back to the pralrie south of Little Falls. There, confessing their
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erime, they were hanged upon a pole between two thees, and buried
stlll hand-cuffed together.

"This, as might be expected, exelted the Indians, # # « Iate in
August the village of Crow Wing was thrown into panie by the dilse
covery that Hole=inethe-Day was plotting revenge. A friendly chief,
Crow Feather, informed Clement I, Beaulileu that he and other braves
had been ordered to proceed to Crow Wing, kill the first white man
they saw there and then go to Gull Iake end burn the mission builde
ings. Thanks to Besulieu's influenge, this deviliry was abandoned,
but the danger of an Indian uprising still remained and appeals were

sent to Fort Snelling. Troops were sent at once. Quiet was restored

by their mere presence. # # #

"That-the annals of Port Ripley are not more bloody, evidences
the efficleney with which 1t protected this smectlon of our state.
The swords of its soldiers have long ago been sheathed or beaten
into plowshares, The windows and boards of i1ts buildings have been
turned into clalm eabinsj the stones of i1ts foundations used in a
bridge across the Vississippl, Like tho pimwmesex prisoners 1t kmew,
it is gone, but 1ts memory is otifl cherished, The Crow :‘;}gl;‘:?’isu
toriecal Scclety hopes some day to acqguire 1ts mite for a Fort Ripley

Memorial Park,"
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Morrison Ripley Township--«0ld Fort Ripley.
Coe
by
Clara K. "The name Ft. Ripley was originally Ft. Calnes, and 1t was located
Vggfi?r' on the Mississippi river, in the northern part of what 1s now Crow
el Wing eounty, but because of 1ts nearness to Ripley township and its
intimate associations in days gone by, it will here be mentioned as
a part of the annals of Morrison County. In fact, a part of the gov-
ernment reservation was within Ripley township, and consilsted of over
fifteen hundred acres of land and two mlles of river front. It was
established in 1849, and used as a military post of the United States
government untll July, 1878, Just above the fort proper, a ferry was
established by the government with elght hundred feet of strong cable,
at a cost of two thoudand five hundred dollars. When the fort was
abandoned, this was sold to D. 8. Moore; and was subsequently operated
by him, The originel barracks were bullt of logs, many of which were
in existence in the ninetles, and possibly some are still to be found,
though greatly decayed by age and exposure to the elements.

"The later bulldings, those in use until its abandonment, were
three double sets of officers'! gquarters, one large hospltal erected
at a cost of four thousand five hundred dollars, barracks to accomo=
date two full companies, a bakery, powder magazina,three blockhouses
with the necessary port-holes for cannon and musketry, bath houses,
carpenter and blacksmitha shops, guardhouse, warehouse, two sets of
laundress'! guarters, wagon shed and stables for thirty mles, twelve
horses, four oxen, and office r's horses. Several bulldings were
deatroyed by fire 1ln 1876, Another fire occcurred in June, 1868,
when Ordnance Sergeant Frantzkee with his four children perished in

the flames. Hils wife escaped only to live a hopeless lunatic.




FORT RIPLRETY &

Ibid. "A cemeotery was laid out at an early date and enclosed with a high

TV N R TR e s e Ak to be laid to rest in that
sacred enclosure. In all, up to 1880, there had been buried there
fifty-two bodies, including soldiers and members of thelr families,
Many of these were subsequently removed to the National cemetery at
Rock Island, Illinois, with those of other military posts.

"When the post was finally abandoned ex=-Sergeant Davis was given
charge of the place, to prevent plllage of property. In the 'olden
days', there were many happy gatherings at the fort, citizens from
other points Jjoining with officers and soldiers in social dances
and general merrymaking. A library was also malntained, and theatres
held frequently, and thus many a long winter night was spent on the

wild frontier."

M8s The following article 1s by ILt. Col. J., E. Nelson, Ass't. Ad].
FFrélz2 Ceneral of the State of Minnesota,
+78 Rbn

"Other than lmowing there 1s a small village on the east bank of the

Mississippl approximately twelve miles north of Little Falls bearing the

name Fort Ripley, probably hot more than one person of a hundred that read
thses pages lmow that this was also the name of an early frontier army post
around which occurred the settlerment of a territory and the early de#elop-
ment of one of the great states of the Union, # # # The history of Fort Ripley
is devold of any reference to extensive campaigns against the Indiand, mase-
sacresm or any gpeat war between Indian nations. The absence of these up=
risings 1s indlcative of the important part this military outpost played

in the pacification of the Redmen within 1ts territory." # # #
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"The main reason for loeating this military outpost was the result
of an Indlan treaty involving the establishment of a reservation for
the troublesome Winnebage tribe then wandering about the plains of
Iowa, The events leading up to this treaty take us back to the early
history of Indian natlons in what 1s now the state of Minnesota."

"About the middle of the :;;;2::;2:? Contury substantially the
entire area of Minnesota was occupled by the most numerous and power=
ful of the Sioux nations, the Dakotas. Raddison in 1660 and Duluth
in 1679 found large villages of these people on and about lake Mille
Iacs and there 1s earlier evidence indlcating they had dominated this
area for many ages before the visits of thses explopers. About this
time another gpeat Indian Natlon, the Chippewa, was being driven from
their territory along the St.lawrence River by the powerful, all-
conguering Irequis. In search of hunting grounds to the west, the
Chippewa moved along the south shores of lLake Huron and Iake Superior
establishing villagea as they went and by the middle of the elighteenth
century the intruders, &quipped with white man's weapons, had seized
the head waters of the Chippewa and St. Crolx Riveras in what is now
Wisconsin and established a few villages west of lalm Superior. They
then pushed rapidly to the south and weat and occupled Sand, Ieech
and Red ILakes. By the end of the Revolutlonary War there was not a
Sioux village weat of the Miasissippl River above the Falls of St.
Anthony. Thus were the Dakota Nation of the mighty Sioux driven from
a portion of the terrltory roamed by them for hundreds of years. MNany
are the tales of bloody confliets, massacres, burning of villages, and

the capture of women and children in the legends of both nations.# % #

"The boundary line between the Sioux and Chippewa Natilons at this
time was roughly through what iz now Stillwater, Sauk Raplds, Alexan=
dria, Otter Tall Ialke and lMoorhead.
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"The terms of the treaty with the Winnebagoe loecating them in Cen-
tral Ninnesota obligated the Covernment to construct and occupy & can=
tonment within the limlts of the Indian Crant for the purpose of pro=
tecting them from possible atbacks by unfriendly Sioux and Chippewa
bands between which they had been sandwiched, in the interest of peace
between these warring people. DPBErigadler (eneral Ceorge V. Brooke,
Commandant of the Department of the West, wlth headquarters at St.louls,
recolived instruetions from the War Department to proceed to the Crow
Wing to establish the loecation of a new post, In Novewber, 1848, with
a squadron of Dragoons and ceveral Staff Offlcers, after a thorough
reconnalssance of the country, he decided that the terms of the
Winnebago treaty and his instruections made 1t his duty to loeate the
cantonment on the west bank of the Mlsslassippil seven miles south of
the Crow Wing River.

"Captain Napoleon J. T. Dana , Quartermaster Department, U, S.
Avmy, who was detailled to supervise the construction of the fors,
Joined General Brooke near the mouth of the Crow Wing River late in
Noverber and the Ceneral returned to St.Louls., The country was already

covered with snow and the winter was spent in setting up a portable

sawemill, getting out lumber and erecting temporary accomodations for
a small gang of carpenters and laborers. In the spring of 1849,
Company A. of the 6th Infantry at Fort Snelling was moved to the new
aite, the commander of which was Captain John B, 8., Todd who was the
first commander of the post. The name of the post mas announced as
Fort Gaines, in honor of Brigadier General Edmund P. Gaines, then
stationed at New Orleans. Subsequently his name was gliven to a new
permanent fortifieation in process of construction at the entrance

to Moblle Bays and the cantonment in the Winnebage country was named
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Fort Ripley in offieclal orders by the War Department on November 4,
1850, in Monor of James W, Ripley, 2 distinguilshed officer of the War
of 1812,

"o information is available giving the year the sonstruction of
Fort Ripley was completed, However, the fact that Company A, 6th In-
fantry was joined by & detachment of the First Dragoons during the
summeyr of 1849 would indicate that most of it was completed before

winter set in that year. The Cantonment was loeated on a plateau on

the west bank of the Mississippi in the approximate center of a mile

itary reservation one mile sguare. The approaches from all aldes

were practically clear of timber for several hundred yards, beyond
which were miles of dense forest, The bulldings were placed within an
area enclosed on three sides of a ten foot stoclmde, each side being
450 feet long., The east slde was open to the river and was defended
by a log bloeckhouse in the southeastern corner of the square. The
wagon road to St.Paul was on the east side of the river and reached
by means of a ferry capable of carrying several ox carts. Originally
only one sally=-port was provided which was through the stoclade in the
northeastern corner, and was in the direction of the ferry. A fow
years later another sally-port was cut through the weat wall,

"The bullding formed a hollow square within the stoclmde, the
east or river side beling free of buildings. The barracks occupled the
whole of the weat slde of the parade while on the remaining two sldes
were the quarters of the offlcers, the sutler's store, a chapel and a
hoapital, The only building of stone construction was the magazine
situated In the northwest corner of the enclosure, all others were

frame, or logs and clapp=~board,
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MSS, The report of an inspector from the Surgeon Ceneral's 0ffice followed
it a visit to Fort Ripley In 1870, stated. , In pest s follows:
WThe officers' quarters, barracks and hospital are oane story in
height with portices, from 7 to 8 feet wide, extending the entire width

of the several fronts. The officer's guarters are well constructed,

ample in extent and convenlently arrenged wilth necessary cellars, offlces,

ete. The various offices and store houses are commodious. The barracks,
intended for two companiles, are 263 feet long by 22 feet wide with rear
additions or wings on the flanks and center. The building is divided
into two sectlons, each section comprising two sets of quarters for
married soldiers, crderly sergeants room, company store or offise, two
dormitories 20 x 32 x11 feet, mess room and kitchen. The guard house
was where was once the first sally-port.

"The hospital was under the same roof with the chapel and offices
and was divided into three sections, # # % The medieal ward is 30 x 14
feets the surgleal ward had. the same dimenslions as the medical wardj;
no seporate room is provided for hospltal attendants so they perforce
have to sleep In the wards. The building is without bath, washe-rooms,
toilets or dead house,"

"We are indebted to &hm Rev. Solon W. Manngy of the Eplscopal falth,
who was the first chapliam at Fort Riplay, for a x;ecord of events between
1851 to 1859, # % # %

Although the troops engaged in no major campaigns against the Ine-
dians, they served the better purpose of having detachments constantly
among them quenching the kindling fires of threatening revolts against
the whites and warfare agalnst each othef before they could be fanned
into flame.# # # #The country contained many unserupulous traders ever

willing to best the Indian in a trade and the prevelent feeling of the
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Indian for the white man was one of dilstrust. These differences

and the desire of the Indian to provide himself with the necessities
of 1ife frequently resulted in murder and theft which often threaten=
ed Indlan Wars, The effect the presence of the soldiers had on the
country was demonstrated in the spring of 1857 when the post was
abandoned and ordered sold, # # % %

"The order abandoning the post transferred the personnel of the
garrison to Fort Snelling. Trouble started in July with the threat
of the Indians, # # # to destroy the Clristian mission of Rev. J.
Lloyd Breck, which had been established on the shore of leech ILake
for the benefit of the Indlans a few years before, and to do personal
violence to the inhabitants. A few days later three Indians that had
mrdered a white man were taken from the custody of the sheriff while
on his way to lock them up in Little Falls by a posse of whites and
exocuted and burled, handecuffed to each other, The news of the ex~
ecution spread rapldly, The Indians becams intensely execited and
threatened revenge. Small bands of Indians were seen skulking about
ready to muder the [lrst white man wheo should happen to come in

their ways Chilef Holeelnethe«Day, a oraftfand faitﬁleas Chippewa
tribal head living in the vielnity of Crow Wing, who appeared to be

the instigator of-the trouble was notified by message by Mr. Breck
from Fort Ripley, carriled by friendly Christlan Indians, that he was
Imown to be ineiting the Indlans to murder and Pplunder and that if he
carrisd out his 1ntentiona.&yory means would be taken to bring him
to speedy and summary punishment. Friendly Indians held a ecouncil
and decided to stay by the Whites and with the coming of a small
detachment from Fort Ridgely a few days later on, trouble subsided.
This led to the re=-occupaney of Fort Ripley on September 12, 1887,
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and the cancellation of negotlations for 1ts sale. It is interesting
to note the only bid the government had received was one of three cents
an acre.

"Dally life was filled with the mumerous labors necessary to the
existance of the post. Suppllies had to be transported from St,Paul,
one hundred and thirty«five miles by wagon road to vhe south. Wood to

carry the garrison through the long winter was cut and hauled from the

forests near bys Fresh vegetables had to be furnished from gardens

planted outside the stoclkmde, Water to be hauldd, meals to be cooked,
bulldings to be cleaned, rapalrs to be made and guards to be posted,
These, with a score of other minor duties, and a limited amount of
military drill, occupled the dally routine of the troops.

"Most of the officers and a few of the men were married so we find
considerable reference in Rev. llammey's dlary to teas, dinners and
dances. Traders, settlers, Indian chiefs, pay-masters, Indlan Agents,
end Territorlal officers were constant visitors at the garrison.s The
paymaster's vieits were frequently three to six months apart, hardly
often enough to saticfy the Awerican soldler of today. Pay day was
usually followed by mmch gambling and drinking, much to the consterna=-
tion of the worthy chaplaine The penalty for desertion was extremely
severs, fifty lashes and drummod out of service. Needless to say de-
sertions were not numerous, The exmecutlion of the sentence of the courtae~
martial was not without benevolence, however, as we find this entry
following corments on the lashing and drumming of one of the deserters:
tGave Quinlan a dollar as each of the officers did, ngzgd the privates
peen provide for hils necessitles very llberally.’

"arriages were performed, bables were born and schools were con-

ducted for the grown ups as well as the children. Church services
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were held every Sunday morning and we note they were usually well ate
tended. Christmas and Thanksgiving were days of great rejolcing and
feasting. Wild game and fish were plentiful, Prairie chicken, grouse,
partridge, wild pigeon, duck, venlson and several variefies of flsh were
some of the choiee morsels which appears to have been almost a daily
diet of the men as well as the offlcers.

"In May, 1861, Companies A and E of the Flrst Minnesota Volunteers
wore sent to Fort Ripley to relieve the regular trocps for servige in
the War of the Rebellion. When the regimunt was ordered south a few
weeks later, Company E rejoined the regiment. Company A remmilned at
Fort Ripley until the early spring of 1862 when they were replaced
with Company C of the 5th NMinnesota Volunteers under the commnd of
Captain Halls In the early morning of August 18, 1862, a large party
of Sioux braves, who had gathored at the Lower Sioux Agency, 8ix miles
east of what is now Redwood Palls, for thelr annual payments, armed
and painted for war, and without warning fell on the 1llttle village
of traders and employees killing all who were not able to emcape to
Fort Ridgely, fourteen miles to the east, and looted and fired the
stores and supply buildings of the Agency. This was the beginning

of the Sioux war which ravaged southern Mimnesota and the Dakotas for

four years, The loss of life and atrocities committed amogﬁ the set-

tlers in thils savage uprising is without parallel in American history
and reguired the employment of thousands of troops before peace was
resumed "

"when the Sioux outbreal: enveloped southern Minnesota and the
massacre at the Lower Siocux Agency was followed by attacks on New Ulm,
Fort Rldgely, the battle of Birch Coulee, and cthers, the settlers
in Fort Ripley territory became very much alarmed, Although the
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MSS. Chlppewa were ancient enemles of the Sloux, it was rumcped they had agreed

cont.to male common war on the Whites. The Winnebago having been railsed in
territory surrounded by Sloux, had always been thelr friends and 1t was
was bellieved they sould easlly be persuaded to ald in thh uprising,
Events were soon to prove these reports were not unfounded, Fort Ripley

was then garrisoned by Captain Mall, and thirty men of Company ¢, 5th

inmesota Volunteers, the balance of the company having been dispatched

to assist in the defense of Fort Ridgely. On August 18, Captain Hall
recelved word from the Indian Agent Walker, on Gull Ieke, that Chief
Hole-in=theeDay, now leader of all the Chippewa Nation in Minnesota,

was gathering a force of braves in the vicinity of Crow Wing, and small
bands of mareuders were killing caktle and about wm to begin wur upon
the Whites. Ceptain Hall and his 1little detachment immediately started
for the Agency and were mot half way by the Indlan Azent, and the Whites
living in the vieinity of Cull lake, who had fled from thair homes.
Agent Wallker divected Captain Hall to proeceed to the house of MHole=ine
the=Day and place him under arrest, This the Captain attempted to do
but the troublesome Chief had recelved warning. that the troops were
eoming and escaped. The detachment immediastely withdrew to the Fort and
word was sent out for all the settlers to assemble at the post for its
defense, A rider was dispatehed to notify the Governor and request re-
inforcements, In answer to tho plea, Covernor Ramsey ordered one come
pany of the 6th Minnesota ¥mim Volunteers and two companies of the Yth
Minnesota Volunteers then being mobilized for service in the Civil war,
to proceed at onece to FPort Ripley. The Indian Commisaioner from Washe
ington was in St.Paul at that time and he and his party also started for
Fort Ripley to negotiate with the Indians for a peaceful settlement of

their akleged grievances. Both partles arrived at the poft about the
laat of August. In the meantime Hole=in=the=Day's forces had grown to
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cont.the Mississippl south of CGull ILake. Word was sent to the Chief that the
Whitea desired a council and after considerable evasion a meeting was held
‘with some of the lesser chiefes at which both sldes of the case were pre=-

sented. After several days of negotiations the differences were settled

to the satisfaction of all and the Commissloner returned to Washington,
the eltlzens to thelr homes, and most of the Ghséfe®s to the south to

take part In the War of the Rebellion.

The defense of the Minnesota frontier from this tims until the close
of the Sloux War in 1865 was under the command of Ceneral Sibley and an
extenslive system of temporary forts sprang up throughout the State.
Availlable sources of information as to just what forces occupled Fort
Ripley and what took place there during this period are very meager but
in view of the fact that the Sioux Forces were driven far into the
Dakotas in 1863 it 1s presumed only a very small force was maintained
at this post. Hole=in-the=Day had been stripped of his power and the
frienﬁly Indlans controlled the actlons of their people. MNany of the
Indlans had been converted to Christianity which was a tremendous force
to the continuation of peace in the territory. Settlers were moving in
in great numbers and had formed several militia companies for thelr own
protection, The little garrison, therefore, malnly served as a stabile-
izing force controlling the Indian affalrs of the country in the interest
of the Federal Government. The post was frequently visited by larger
forces going to or returning from campaigns against the Sloux west of the
Red River but no inecidents to mar the peace and tranquility of the tere
ritory centering around Fort Ripley are of record,

"When the Minnesota Volunteer forces were mustered out of service
at the close of the Clvll Var, Fort Ripley was again occupled by regular
army troops and for the next twelve years the small force on duty there
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occupled their time with routine military affairs. The post was abane
doned and tfoops withdrawm on July 11, 1877. The last troops stationed
at Fort Ripley consisted of Company G, 20th Infantry. An act of Congress
approved April 1, 1880, directed the War Department to turn the reservae-
tion over to ;he Inﬁerior Department for sale to selklers, and it was
so transferred July 2, 1880,

"Several of the buildings were destroyed by a prairie fire in 1879
and the balance were elither hauled away by settlers or allowed to
deterlorate until they collapsed. A pieture in the filles of the Minnesota
Historlcal Socilety taken in 1897 shows a few bulldings in a dilapidated
condltion still standings The only bullding remaining today is the old
stone magazine. This bullding is in a falr state of preservation and
serves as a monmument to a little frontler army post which for twenty=-
gseven years was the mllitary pulse of a large territory and as a memore
ial to the many brave and gallant soldiers of the garrison who played
so important a role in the peaceful settlement of a great state,"

M7
(Pleture numbers are FP.M.8.9. andU8.¢)
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( MSs, "In 1848 the removal of the Winnebago Indians to thelr reservation
?ﬁgégs west of the Mississippl having been commenced, a post was ordered to be
established near the junection of the Crow Wing and Mississippil Rivers
in the new Winnebago Country, as well to keep thess Indlana upon their
reservation and protect them as to prevent the other Nerthern banda of
Ojibways or Chippewas from warring with their hereditory enemles, the
Sloux. A post was aceordingly established April 15,1849, on the West
bank of the Miasissippi by the arrival of Captain J. B« S+ Todd of the
6th Infantry, and called Fort Caines."

"The Reverend M#. Balecourt, who, in 1830, became a missionary
among the OJjibways, in a letter written in 1849, says that for geners-
tions the Chippewas hed been in possession of the Country from the
Northern lakes as far south as the Cheyenne (Bols du Chein), but that
i1t once belonged to the Sioux, the Chippewas residing further north.

But the Sloux became divided on account of jealousies amonz the women,

which proved sufficlently powerful to produce a bloody confliect which

ended in thelr becoming irreconcilable anemies, The stronger party re-
talned the Country and the name Pawn, while the weaker party took
refuge in the rocky preciplces of the Lake of the Woods and assumed
the name of AssiniePawn, or Pawns of the Roecks. These latter allied
themselves to the Crees and Chippewas, and by reason of thelr superior
nurbers when united, they forced the Sioux to fly beyond the Cheyenne
on the Red River, and still further south to and beyond the Mississippi,
East.

"In 1825, Governors Clark of Missouri, and Cass of Michigan, made
a treaty at Prairie du Chein, with the Dakotas, Ojibways, Sauk and Foxes,
Venomonees, Ioways, Winnebagoes, Pottowattomies and Ottowas. The line
between the Dakotas and Ojibways commenced on Chippewa River, one=half
days march below the Falls, and ran from thence to Otter Tall Lake,
thence down Buffalo River to the Red River of the lNorth &e¢3 but
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neither tribe were willing to remain cirecumseribed, and the tribes con-
tinued thelr hostilitles to each other,"

¥In 1766 Carver found the 0jibways and Dakotas at war, and was told
that they had been fighting for forty years. Pllke, when at Ieech Eake,
met an 0Jjibway chief called 'Sweet! who informed him that the Dakotas
formerly resided there. During these wars one of the most severe bate
tles fought between the Indians was fought below the mouth of the Crow
Wing, where Fort Ripley now stands."

"Aftor Bandy Teke had been taleh from the Dakotas, sixzty 0jibways
descended the Mississippi, Upon their return they met, at this place,

8 party of over three hundred Dakobtas, who had been to thelr village
and murdered their wives and children, and were howlins in filendish
joy eveé the sealps when they were seen by the 0jibways floating down
the river in canoces, The Ojibways dug pits from which they assaulted
their enemles,"

"The Dakotas landed and a most desperate gsonflict ensued, resulting
in the defeat or the Dalwtas. The maies of this battle arve still
thought to be visable although the fight occurred about a century and
a half ago."” -

"The 0jibway Indians of lLeech Lake robbed one of the first traders

that went into that country, while he was encamped at the mouth of tha 

little Creek just above the present Fort Ripley."

"From thls lawlessness they were given the name 'pillagers', which
they have ever since borne, . This name, however, is no more forelgn to
their language than 1s the name of Sloux to the Dakotas or Pawns.," # # &

"September 15, 1849, President Taylor declared two reaervatibna
at this point. The one on the east side of the river was made for the
purpose of keeplng away squatters from near the Chippewa lands that
bound 1t on the north, as well as from the lmmediate vieinity of the
military post, which was bullt upon the smaller reservation (about a
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aquare mile) on the west side of the Mississipple The accompanying
mp shows both reservations and the Chippewa line as far east as the
military reservation extended,"

"ihen the territéry of NMinnesota was organlzed June 1, 1849, the

Indian $itle had been extingulshed to but a small portion of the tere
ritory, principally on the East side of the Misslssippi, below a line
dravn east from the mouth of the Crow Wing to the western boundary
of Wisconsin. The lands above were occupied by the Chippewas."”

"To make room for the rapldly inecreasing population of Minnesota,
Governor Ramsey of Minnesota, and ex-Covernor Charmbers of Iowa, in
1849, were appointed to treat with the Dakotas. In conseguence of
the abaence of Indlans on thelr fall hunts they accomplished little
more than the purehase of the'Halfebreed Tract'! of Iake Pepin,”

"In 1850 an Indian Council was held at Fort Snelling, at which
Coverncr Ramsey secured a treaty of peace between the Chippewss and
the Sioux; whereupon the Chippewas returned up the Nississilppi to
their homes above Fort Ripley."

"In 1857, Seeretary of War, John B. Floyd appointed two agents,
lajor Seth Eaatman, U.S.A., and ¥r. A, Ce Jones, to diapose of the
lands embraced within the reservation, the name of the post having
been changed from Fort Gaines to Fort Ripley, November 4, 1850,

Part of the land was sold to settlers and the money recelved by Mr,
Jones, who gave his certificates of sale, but the Seeretary refused
to confirm the sales. A Judgment was obtained against Jones October

18, 1876, on a sult brought September 11, 1874, for the recovery of

$1,799.,22, the money received by him,"

"January 14, 1877, a fire occcurred by which 0fficers' quarters,
1&undres§eﬁ' quarters, store house with stores and property were de=-
stroyed, and the War Department then decided to have the post dise
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continued, the garrison withdrawn and the reservation appraised for

sale under the Act of February 28, 1873, and instructions aceordingly
were issued to General Terry February 8, 1877. The garrison was withe
drawm in July following but the board did not appraise the lands, de=
alring specific 1lnstructions from the Department as to the construction
of the words 'each plece or parcel of land! in the Aet of February 28,
1875, Before such inatructions were received, the mewbers of the board
except Ceneral Terry were assigned to other and remote dutiles, and
Congress has again been asked for leglslation to enable the lands to be
restored to the ordinary condition of publie lands, except a strip
granted to a railroad company,"

"A large number of squatters have settled upon the reservation,
but they have not been dlsturbed bescause the reservation is not reogard-
ed as being needed for military purposes, and the early restoration
of the lands to the ordinary conditions of public lands being conterme
plated."

"The following deseription of the Post and Vieinity by Surgeon
J. Fs Head, Unlted States Army, published in Medleal Statistics, United
States Argy, 1839 to 1855, 1s referred to by Dr. Winne, as giving a good
account of 1ts present conditionge

"Fort Ripley 1s situated in latitude 46°, 10', 30", north, longle
tude 94§ 18! 45" West, upon the West banl of the Mississippi, elovated
20 feot above that river, and probably about 1,000 feet above the Gulf
of Mexlco,. The little river Nolmy empties into the Mississippl from
the east at about 300 yards north of this point. The post is built upon
a sandy plateau, partially drained by shallow ravinas at its northern
and southern extremitles, gradually sloping toward a narrow swaup about
half a mlle in rear of the fort, Beyond this 1s & range of thickly wooded
hills, rising to a hoight of 100 to 150 feet, which slightly shelter the
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cont.
again 1s a belt of broken surface thickly covered with woods and

swanps " ® % % %
"Above and below the fort the river is skirted by a narrow belt of
swanpy land, usually partially inundated in spring, supporting a growth
of linden or basswood, elms, maple, and birch, whiech, with pine and
poplar on the higher grounds, and a luxuriant undergrowth of hazel, and
other shrubs, constitute the sylvan of this immedlate nelghborhood.": # #

"On the Bast side of the Missiseippi (here about 180 yards wide)

a gentle undulating, sandy, and barren pralrie, from a few hmdred yaﬁds
to three miles wide, extends f{rom the mouth of the Nolmy to the southe
ward, bordered by a growth of oaks and pines along the river, and by a
range of low hills, partlally covered with ocaks, on the West,. Opposite
to the post 1s a strip of land less sterile than the reat, which has
been for several years under cultivation, and part of which is liable

to overflow in the spring."

"The soil genorally is a sandy alluviwm, No roek hes been found
within many mlles, except scattered boulders of granite, from which was
obtained the little stone necessary for bullding the posts The land,
a¥ least when first cultivated, is more productive than might be supposed,
being what farmers term waram, and adapted to the short summers,"

"The climate is subject to great veriations, # # # The extremes of
temperature observed are 06° in August, 1849, and 30°on January, 1852.
The latest killing frost in spring was on June 17, 1849, and the earliest
on August 14, 1851. A varilation of temperaturs of 30° or 40° in a few
hours 13 not uncommony fives are necessary to comfort during a part of
every month In the year, except occasionally July and August, and cattle
mist be foraged from seven to nine months."

"From about the last third of August till the ground is covered
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with snow, which usually occurs in November, the weather is generally
elear and delightful, with e dry bracing atmosphere and equable tempers
ature. After the first considerable fall of snow, the earth's surface
remains constantly covered for about five months. The average depth of
snow, as roughly estimated from the three winters since the occupation
of the post, is from 28 to 5% foets An idea of the severity of the
winter may be formed from the fact that wmore than double the Covernment
monthly allowance of fuel required to warm the quarters, though used
in large stoves,"

"when the post was establlished it was within Hilitary Department

Noeg 6" # & % @

¢+ & #"Date of settlement in Minnesota: I was employed in 1848,
with others (seven in all) by Major ¥e Rea of 3t,Louls, then Quarters
master U. 8. Army to go up to Wisconsin, as your state was then lmown,
east of the Visdissippl river to bulld a militery post at some point
on the weat side of the river near the Junetion of the Crow Wing and
the Misslseippi. This was in Sepbember, 1848, A steamer was charted
in St.louls to take us, stores, provisions, horses, cattle and all the
articles necessary for the undertaling, to Fort Snelling. 8t.Paul was
then a sort of way statlion, an appendage or rather a suburb of SEQUEL
Eyej from Fort Snelling we tranaferred owr goods and all things for
the new post onto wagons and started for Crow Wing. This trip oeccupled
us nine days, travelling was bad, no road most of the way, stopagss
often. We were under Command of Rrig. CGeneral Erooke who delayed us

somotimes to examine localltles on the route.® # # & At Sauk Rapids we

found two log c¢cabins filled with goods for the Indlan trade, Honest

David Olmstead was in charge of one of them, The Winnebage Indlans
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— surrounding it. & # 2 Pprom there to Crow Wing we found no inhabitants
except of the Indian pursuagion. # # @ At last &fter ten days, we are
rived at Crow Wing. # # # Cen, Brooke, Hon. Hs M. Rice and others, for
some two or three days were examining the different polnts for the loe
eatlon of the Military Post., Cen. Brooke finally determined on the
site oppcslte the mouth of the Nolasippl River, where the first blow
was struck for the present Fort Ripley. It was then nagmed Fort Galines,
changed, however, soon after to its present neme, Myself, a young man
by the name of Morrison, and one other were the first to land on the
place to commence operations. It was a most dismal, forbidding loecation,
1 thought, that could have been selected., Hazel bushes, secrub oaks, and
pine trees, which had been burned at the ground so much by the yearly
fires that wind had blown them down in many places, so that they lay two
and three deep across each other. In a few days things were got in ore
der, the horse sawe-mill, a oiveular saw, the first ever put in operation
in the Territory was put up and ecommenced sawing lumber, About this
time a Company of Infantry came up from Fort Snelling under the cormend
of Captain 8. Woods, and Lioubt, Nelson, #.% # & After sojourning with

us a month or more, (the weather getting very cold) left for Fort Snelle

ing and left some fifteen of us to take eare of ourselves, and do the
best we could with our Redealin neighbors, During the winter we builg
three smll houses, stables and a large atore house for the use of the
Post. Rarly in the spring Captein N.J.T.Dana came up and bhad charge of
a3t the work and all things comnected with the bullding of the Forb.+ & @
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. at Fort Ripley:=
"ipr, J. Hs Pomroy had been laster Carpenter at thils Post for twenty-

two months during its erection, and during that time he has given every

proof of hils honest&, ecapaclty, faithfulness and zoald He has been cone

stantly in charge of a gang of mechanies varying from ten to fifty at
different seasons and has always conducted hls work with satlasfaction.
He has bullt every permanent buillding at thls Postj the work apeaks for
itself and shows his capaclty for taking echarge of any work in his Rine.

He J¢ Tu Dana,
. Capt., U, 8. A,
Assist. Quarter NMasters Officeg

Fort Riplﬁy, Me T,
June lat, 1851. )

(In this partiecular file there 1s a very good picture of J.H.Pomroy.)
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MSS, The following 1s copled from the dilary of "George W, Doud ,
FE 83,86 Elghth Mlmnesota Volunteers, Comwpany F., September 13, 1862«
D 728 Gctober 15, 1864,"

% %% # "The gpelling and punctuation of the original have been

preserved. It may be well to note that the author's initial "s" is always
written like a capltal letber,"s « « &
"Ardval at Little Falls Dee 7th 1862,"
16th We ware quartered In the tarvern And after a little work was done we
ware verry comfortable once more We Staild thare untill the 285 of
Dec¢ In the mean time the weather was verry cold And we did not dril
mich Some times a Squad would go into the barn And dril in the menuel
of arms, The sause of our Stoping thare was The quarters we ware to
oceupy at Ft Ripley was not complestdd And we remained thare untill
thay ware ready"
Dec 25 we mare once more ordered to march to It Ripley The distance
being 16 miles The Sun wrose verry clear and beautoful from behind
the Sloap of the eastern hills And we ware almost certain we Should
have a good day for our journer About 8 am we began to pack up for
a Start And was ready to Start about:l, We ware all in line ready
for a Start And the citilsens reguested us to wailt for a Short time
And behold the Tadies could be Seen coming in everry direction With
Sarvers loaded dowm with Bread and butter Ples and cakes of the
nicest kind Thay ware passed a long the line and we ate freely of
them Some I thought ate 3 share But my eyes might have ben eclipe
ged,"
18th "Soon all was consumed And we ware ready for a Start Then wo returne
ed our thanks to them And chear after chear went up from the Sole-
dilers In behalf of the Ladies of 1igsle falls Then the radies and
gents of little falls And the Soldiers bade each other a Dieu And

we marched for Pt Ripley All honor and glory to the Iadies of
Little falls"
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Mes. 19th As we passed & long the river Side And we viewed the ever green

goiﬁy #hich oer mmg the banks of the Misaslsslppl Furaped ia thalr

i white mantle of frost The Sun Shone on them So brightly It dazel-
ed our eyes And gave everry thing a fine and beautiful appearance
Yes it was one of the beautifulest winter day I ever Saw iIn the
northwest And a perfect winters morn of northern linnesota About
5 pm thare come & heavy foff and wo could not See a person verry
far off We ware Soms weary yet we kopt our pace good And arived at
the fort & 6 in the evening and went into gquarters We Sook our
blankets and Spread them out in the bunks And went to bed in the
morn we was about froze up We hed no Straw to Lay upon And the
boards was rether hard yet most of us Stood it well One or two

gave out end went into the hospltal the next day We was most of

us verry tired caused by the Snow being damp and Slipping or give

ing & wey under our feet MNost of us Stood 1t verry well
The end of owr March®# % #

"Geo We Doud: Co E 8 Minn Vol

Chapter 24
we erived at Ft Riploy Dec 25 1862 And remained thar untlll
Feb 25 1863 While we ware thare I galned Some knowledge of the
fux Sourrunding country Which will probebly be lntereating to
iy readers
Ft Ripley is Situated on a level flat On the west bank of the
missippl And covers about five acres It is a neat and Splendid
garrison The best in the northwestern department Whsn the Sun
risrs in the cast And its glittering errays Olances dowmn the weat-
ern Sloap of the ecastorn mountains In a mld winbters day It causes

the valley to look grand and beautiful At noon day when the Sun
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Shing clear the Snow pacls some becauss of 1ts heat As it nears the
eastern Sloap of the western mountaing The beauties of a winters eve
Beem to develop its Self in ful Soon the Sun passes behind the hills
whose tops which are decked iIn overgreen And the earth is enraped in
the dark mantle of night onee more.

The country east and northeast to Lake Superlor Is one donse wilderness
The distance beling one hundred miles Noted for its quality of fine
timber The only inhabltants iz the Ghippeway Indlans Who roam thare and
hunt and fish at thalr pleasure A good part of the country la covered
with a heavy groth of under bruch And Swamps are verry numsroul Cone-
taining from ten to two thousand acres in them A larg ammcunt of cran=-
berry if furnished from the marshes The marshes ook verry beattiful
coverad with thair coat of cranberrys 3ome of the vines grow nearly a
foot high And when you are on the marshes you can teeter them for fife
teen or twenty feet around,  # & %

Now I will return to It Ripley And ites cenes. The Mississippl thare is
a bout twenty rods wide, wide, And the svergreen FPine Balsom And Spruce
Which Oer hangs 1ts watters from the banksj Clves 1t a most beautiful
appearance, Tho Niss and it= tributaries, I8 filled with an abundance
of fishes, kinds to mumerous to rmention The country in the vieinity

1s not verry good, The ILand i1s verry Sendy broken and Swampy Agriculs

tural pursuits does not amount to much Sometimes you will See a gare

den and the different kinds of Vegltables dont Seem to grow to thair

ful Size Thare Seoms to be lack in the Strength of the mand to mateur

the plants fully And the Socasons are so Short The plants are of a

Gwarf kind,": = » %




War Department
April €th, 1869,
Honorable Secretary Interilor,
1860-£8
Sirs

I have the honor to Inform you that all that
part of the Fort Ripley MMilitary Reservation in Vinnesotsa,
1ying east of the Nississippl river, being no longer required
for Military purposes, 1s hereby relingquished to the charge
of your Department for such disposition as is required by law,

Very Respectiully
Your obedient servant

(sizned) Jno. A+ Rawlins

Adjutant Cenerals 0fflce Secretary of Var,

Washington, Febpuary 3rd,18Y0
fofficial"
(signed) E.DTownsend

AdJutant Cenerel.
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Auditor - Financial Accounts (20-24)

tax, interest, penalty and costs, public lands, ditch liens, and
county revenue), total for each, and total daily collections.
Arr. alph. by name of local unit, chron. thereunder. No index.
Handwritten under pr. heads. 240 pp. 18 x 12 x 2%. Unlabeled
vol., and vols. 2~7, 1901-30, bsmt. va.; vols. 8-9, 193l==,
off. vae

For treasurer's register of daily collections, 1887~-, see
entry 265.

20. CURRENT TAX COLLECTION REGISTER, 1913-21. 2 vols.
Daily register of current tax collections for each local unit,
showing name of township or village, date of collection, receipt
number, amount, and total daily collections. Arr. alph. by name
of twp. or village, chron. thereunder. No index. 480 pp.

16 x 12 x 2+ Bsmt. va.

21+ DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTIONS, AUDITOR, 1873~78. 1 vol.
Record of collections arising from sale of tax delinquent lands,
showing name of owner, description of land, amount of tax, amount
of costs, total amount of sale, to whom sold, and remarks. Arr.
chron. by date of entry. No index. Handwritten under pr. heads.
300 ppe 18 x 15 x 25+ Attic.

22. HREGISTER OF RECEIPTS DELINQUENT TAXES, 188l-=.
4 vols. (one unlabeled; 2-4).

Daily register of delinquent real estate tax collections, showing
date of collection, receipt number, description of property, tax
years, amounts of tax, penalty, and costs, total, and total daily
collections. Arr. chron. by date of entry. No index. Hand-
written under pr. heads. 300 to 480 pp. 14 x 9 x 13 to
14 x 9 x 2%.

23+ DELINQUENT TAXES COLLECTED, 1878-83. 1 wvol.
Record of delinquent tax collections and distribution of same,
showing date of collection, receipt number, amount classified
under county revenue, State revenue, township or village, school
tax, and road and bridge, total for each, and total amount of
all collections. Arr. chron. by date of collection. No index.
Handwritten under pr. heads. 200 pp. 16 x 14 x 1. Bsmt. va.

24, REGISTER OF TAX RECEIPTS, 1879-1901. 3 vols. (one

unlabeled; 1, 2). Title varies: Taxes Collected,
1879-83, 1 vol.

Record of current tax collections and distribution of same, show-

ing name of local unit, year of tax, date of collection, receipt

number, description of land, amount classified under county

revenue, State revenue, special tax, school tax, township and

village, road and bridge, and poor, total for each, and total of

all collections. Arr. alph. by name of local unit, chron. there-

under. No index. Handwritten under pr. heads. 320 pp.

17 x 15'x 1%,
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tax, interest, penalty and costs, public lands, ditch liens, and
county revenue), total for each, and total daily collections.
Arr. alph. by name of local unit, chron. thereunder. No index.
Handwritten under pr. heads. 240 pp. 18 x 12 x 2%. Unlabeled-
vol., and vols. 2-7, 1901-30, bsmt. va+; vols. 8~9, 1931l==,
off. va.

For treasurer's reglster of daily collections, 1887==, see,
entry 265.

20. CURRENT TAX COLLECTION REGISTER, 1913~21. 2 wvols,
Dally register of current tax collections for each local unit,
showing name of township or village, date of collection, receipt
number, amount, and total daily collections. Arr. alph. by name
of twp. or village, chron. thereunder. No index. 480 pp.

16 x 12 x 2. Bsmt. va.

21. DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTIONS, AUDITOR, 1873-~78. 1 vol.
Record of collections arising from sale of tax delinquent lands,
showing name of owner, description of land, amount of tax, amount
of costs, total amount of sale, to whom sold, and remarks. Arr.
chron. by date of entry. No index. Handwritten under pr. heads.
300 ppe 18 x 15 x 2%. Attic.

22+ REGISTER OF RECEIPTS DELINQUENT TAXES, 188l--.
4 vols. (one unlabeled; 2-4).

Daily register of delinquent real estate tax collections, showing
date of collection, receipt number, description of property, tax
years, amounts of tax, penalty, and costs, total, and total dally
collections. Arr. chron. by date of entry. No index. Hand-
written under pr. heads. 300 to 480 pp. 14 x 9 x 1% to
14 x 9 x 28,

23. DELINQUENT TAXES COLLECTED, 1878=83. 1 vole.
Record of delinquent tax collectlions and distribution of same,
showing date of collection, receipt number, amount classified
under county revenue, State revenue, township or village, school
tax, and road and bridge, total for each, and total amount of
all collections. Arr. chron. by date of <collection. No index.
Handwritten under pr. heads. 200 ppe. 16 x 14 x 1. Bsmt. va.

24, REGISTER OF TAX RECEIPTS, 1879-1901. 3 vols. (one

unlabeled; 1, 2). Title varies: Taxes Collected,
1879-83, 1 vol.

Record of current tax collections and distribution of same, show-

ing name of local unit, year of tax, date of collection, receipt

number, description of land, amount classified under county

revenue, State revenue, special tax, school tax, township and

village, road and bridge, and poor, total for each, and total of

all collections. Arr. alph: by name of local unit, chron. there=-

under. No index. Handwritten under pr. heads. 320 pp.

17 x 18 x 1%
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tax, interest, penalty and costs, public lands, ditch liens, and
county revenue), total for each, and total daily collections.
Arr. alph. by name of local unit, chron. thereunder. No index.
Handwritten under pr. heads. 240 pp. 18 x 12 x 2%. Unlabeled
vol., and vols. 2-7, 1901~-30, bsmt. va.; vols. 8«9, 1931lw==,
off. va.

For treasurer's register of daily collections, 1887=-, see
entry 265,

20. CURRENT TAX COLLECTION REGISTER, 1913-21. 2 wvols.
Dally register of current tax collections for each local unit,
showing name of township or village, date of collection, receipt
number, amount, and total daily collections. Arr. alph. by name
of twp. or village, chron. thereunder. No index. 480 pp.

16 x 12 x 2. Bsmt. va.

21. DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTIONS, AUDITOR, 1873=78. 1 vol.
Record of collections arising from sale of tax delinquent lands,
showing name of owner, description of land, amount of tax, amount
of costs, total amount of sale, to whom sold, and remarks. Arr.
chron. by date of entry. No index. Handwritten under pr. heads.
300 ppe 18 x 15 x 2%. Attic.

22+ REGISTER OF RECEIPTS DELINQUENT TAXES, 188l~--.
4 vols. (one unlabeled; 2=4).

Dally register of delinquent real estate tax collections, showing
date of collection, receipt number, description of property, tax
years, amounts of tax, penalty, and costs, total, and total daily
collections. Arr. chron. by date of entry. No index. Hand-
written under pr. heads. 300 to 480 pp. 14 x 9 x 13 to
14 x 9 x 23,

23, DELINQUENT TAXES COLLECTED, 1878-83. 1 vol.
Record of delinquent tax collections and distribution of same,
showing date of collection, receipt number, amount classified
under county revenue, State revenue, township or village, school
tax, and road and bridge, total for each, and total amount of
all collections. Arr. chron. by date of collection. No index.
Handwritten under pr. heads. 200 pp. 16 x 14 x 1. Bsmt. va.

24. REGISTER OF TAX RECEIPTS, 1879-1901. 3 vols. (one

unlabeled; 1, 2). Title varies: Taxes Collected,
1879-83, 1 vol.

Record of current tax collections and distribution of same, show=-

ing name of local unit, year of tax, date of collection, receipt

number, description of land, amount classified under county

revenue, State revenue, special tax, school tax, township and

village, road and bridge, and poor, total for each, and total of

all collections. Arr. alph. by name of local unit, chron. there-

under. No index. Handwritten under pr. heads. 320 pp.

17 x 15 x 1%































	00695e_CIF
	64268
	64269
	64270
	64272
	64274
	64276
	64278
	64280
	64282
	64284
	64286
	64288
	64290
	64292
	64294 (1)
	64294 (2)
	64294 (3)
	64294 (4)
	64294 (5)
	64304
	64306
	64308
	64310
	64312
	64314
	64316
	64318
	64320
	64322
	64324
	64326
	64328
	64330
	64332
	64334
	64336
	64338
	64352 (1)
	64352 (2)
	64352 (3)
	64352 (4)
	64352 (5)
	64352 (6)
	64352 (7)
	64352 (8)
	64352 (9)
	64352 (10)
	64352 (11)
	64352 (12)
	64376
	64378
	64380
	64382
	64384
	64386
	64388
	64390
	64392
	64394
	64396
	21026
	64426
	64427
	64428
	64429
	64430
	64431
	64432
	64434
	64435
	64436
	64438
	64440
	64442
	64444
	64446



