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SAVANNA PORTAGE

Savanna Rivers, and the Yo surrounding

\(

rich with events full of slmniﬂance in the history

of the northwest. There is no other place 1 he whole north-

west where the waters of the lMississippi and the 51 awrence

river systems, approach each other so closely as they

tween the two Savannda)s,rendering the SBavanna Portage

unavoldable in the days when ftrensportation wa srgely by

-

canoe. This particuler region became the site of the most
imvortant portage routes in the northwest.

Savanna Portage 1s gix miles long

end West Savanne Rivers, In the

the portage was low making
aguer to wede through mud and water.
time taken to crossithe portage with > plcest

Long before the white man set foot in North Americse,

the Savanna Trail and Portage was an established route for

4

the Indlan. In the period of "free trade'as contrasted
with that of the organized trade with companies, the furs
were often collected at a packing point. BSmall canoces were
loaded with packs and paddled up the Prairie River to the
mouth of the West Savanna and thence up this

as canoes could be paddled or dragged. The

primitive type of navigetion of West Savanne

TI) "Notes .and Documen Minnesota tory, 5 30, (S Paul,

1923-24; Irving H. e TThe “WG’SP nna Portage', linn-
esota :isto“£ 83117, Y59, (&t. Paul, 189




Savanna Fortage

where the velley of the 1little stream widens out into what 1s

now & hay meadow just to the west of the road leading to the
: v : : S
Anderson farm, in Balsbm township, and one half mile below

4=

Savanna Lske. Due to the nature of the country, 1t 1s assumed

that the Chimnewéks used this route © ush westward from their
\

\

homes on the shores of Lake Superior into the territory occup-

ied by the 8ioux in the region of Big Sandy Leke. The war

between these tribes began approximately 1in 173ﬂf€nd continued
a century.

-

old voyageurs measured the distance over the vort-
acces not in miles but in 'poses! or pauses, representing the
distance over which a man was expected to carry his pack
without stopping to rest. BSometimes a dlstance over a portage
wes measured in 'pip a pipe belng the distance which
a man could travel before his pipeful of ba was smoked
out. Naturally along the better psrt of the trail the pauses
were longer than they were in the tamarsck swamp at the east-
ern end, where at every step the traveler had to take care
lest he lose his footing and become engulfed in the
Here too, at the end of pauses, log platforms were construct-
ed on which the men could deposit their locads. In the last
stages of the portage at times of relatively high water, the

packs were carried in canoes which were dragged slong the




Savanna Portage

channel of a little creek draining the marsh, east of
But this nart of the trall was rays extremely diffi
sventeenth century, came the
in the summer of 1679, Dulut
upon the headwaters of the

4

with his lively crew of voyaguers to the
1s route. No immedlate results followed DuLuth’e expedition so far
Sandy Lake country 1s concered unless it L. to reveal to
French the fact of the existance of the practicable route
avel and trade by way of the Prairie and Savanna Portages
About 1690 LeSueur, a Frenct
ippi by ceanoe from the Falls
aggume that he reached Sandy Lake as the northern most point of

almost a century the

n Verendrye
hows
located between the Rouseau River and
Rosesu River, rises in great swamps
this lake and on or about the present internationsl
boundry line empties into the Red River. At this Junction 1is

marked La Fourche, La Verendrye, and his people evidentally

(2) Irving H. Hert, "Sandy Lake', McGregor Pilot Review,
2 .

o

bJune 9,

1 ‘hf, Rolf villﬂ,%”SLV?nnﬂ Portage" linneapolis
Tribune }:Dec 03¢

o ember 18, 1




Savenns Portage

d were using two routes f
ver: one by way of Winnipeg
Winnipeg, and the other by the Roseau River.
which wsas whe s now Minnesota soll, was Le Vorenfrﬁs
headauarters during the first period of his vork{éxnlnrftion. (3)
The earliest account found yet is of Jean Baptiste Per-
who svent twenty years in the fur
the west. Iis dlary
colorful and serves to picture and give
of the hardships of life in the northwoods
eenth and early nineteenth centurles.
Probably the oldest detalled map of the ‘int?\"boaw,,

w;_@ v Ll
Superlor and Sandy Lske was sketched by Fer:rult,ﬂenti

Y

crude French,"Sketch map of the country from the

river Fond

an 4“7-’ D¢
ostrope,",

is not drawn to

Perrault styles

?[ « .
LA A £ en

& R

Sieur de l1la V
and Letters o:

ferendrye,
f Verendrye
News and Comment, Minnee




Portage
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Another
portace route was David Thompson, a Scotch surveyor
service of the NOrthwest Company, Wl ¥ May 8, 1798, struck
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Savanna Port

Reverend Boutwell, : resbyterian missionary to the Indians,
e

in the Schoolcraft expedition of 1832, wrote in his diary an

interesting description of the Portage, from which the follow]

is taken:to describe the difficulties [1] : would
or Knickerbocker even. July 2, 1832, "The raln has
portage almost impassable for man or Qur

renegades, ered with mud from

others mé

venture g will lon
ell 18 one of
gquitoes, that exceeded all description for being
Lieutenant James Allen with the Schoolcraft expedition of

b, June 30,

sUSESs

deep mud, which

that could scarcly
the loads that the men were obliged

four over lands were more elevated, but with deep

most troublesome

illlam Boutwe lar; June 29, 50, 1852,
c ' ota Historical Soclety

to Northwest Indians
ente,
\
" ).
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Savanna Portage

service of & competitor of th

-

wrote a very detalled description
o = . ] (4 =
route from Fond du La o Bandy Lake. Johnsfonidescribes
first half pose of the Savanna Portage as 'Middling', and
next two poses as having suff nt wate o allow half
wnoe laads
make this r wssable for eanoes, nothing however,
Northwest Company's
extent of the bog, the
have lately been lsaid

to pass, especlally

dangerous :

poses were dry compvared to

[ =SRR- TF
sbout four

The Rev. Edmund F. Ely,a Congregational Missionary,
in 1833, where he established one of the
finnesota. On this trip he was accompanie

the American Fur Company trader at Sandy

dammec g deep enougn to ellow a canoe to be drawn

through mud and water about 17 milejf- (15)

-iChi n Pioneer (&) Historical Collections 3¢ 172
(15) Edward F. Ely, "Dic nﬂbﬁﬁ @§:i> 183, L:&Q,a ,95%
inr ota Hist 3 Pociety -
;J.J.}ﬂ@n.zuu .;-l!-. oric _J_\ OCLE Lu‘)] ﬁ‘”l("‘

(14) William Johnston, JLetters OF FUr_Trade 1n 1’“)(2\




Savanna Portage

Worst®
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(16) Grace Lee N : , icLeods Diary "WMinnesotz:  History,
4:384 (§+%. 22 )

(17) David Dele Owel el Survey of Wigconsi

[innesota, p. 30] Philadelphia, 1852).
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savanna

effort alsc ould be made to mark entire Pavanna trail
definitely lost

any more

)

country nnr#:;E:;'”aouaﬁ getters’ cablne,

there would e new colonies of summer homes, taxes would

2

state would have fittingly preserved vest-

bygone day which once were of extreme lmpor

whole northwest.




Savannah Portage.
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Trgaeﬁg and miesionaries in orossing the portage were
hindered by u:jﬂ&ground logs and brush. Hany lost a shoe or a leg
of their pantaloone and emerged all scratched and bleeding. Some
even lost a toe by stepning on a sharp object. Attention may be
ealled to the fact that the portage trail is indicated on 2 manus-
eript map of the northwest by John Dutton, dated 1814, and on one
of a section of northeastern liinnesota prepared'in 1870 by Alfred
J. Hill for Charles H. Baker. The linnesota Historical Society owns
the original of the second map and a photostatic copy of the first,
the original of which is in the archives of the Province of Ontario
at Toronto. The trall is shown in detail on a map of Aitkin County
by Warren Upham, in the Geographical and History Survey of Minnesota;
Final report, 1900, Vol. &,plate 57 T

ﬂ*ugenoah, one of the leading men, although notthe chief of
the Sandy Lake band, was one of the greatest hunters and most success-
fal trappers among the Indiane of the upper Mississippi Valley, was
one of the few hunters who could get a moose in the summer time. With
his wife he would go away in his canoe and stay in the woods for months
at a2 time and he always came home with hie canoe loaded with furs. At
times both he and his wife "packed"” for s trading outfit which used the
old Savanna Portage
‘ ¥r. Crouse points out that Fort 5t. Charles which wase on

what ie now Minnesota soil was "La Verendrye's headquartere during

| the first period of hies work of exploration®. He also calls attention

| to the use that was made of the route from the Lakey of the Woods to

the Red River by the way of the Savanna Portage.
#lotice has previously been called to the fact that the

adéption of the Savanna Portage as one of the most important of the

linke in the chain of communication between the upper Hiesiesippi and
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Lake. These two portages are marked as the "portage la Prairie® and the
"pPortage la Savanna" reepectively. A gecond intereeting feature is the
"zero apostrophe" on the shore of Sandy Lake, some distahce to the south
and west of the diecharge of the watersyof the lake into Sandy river,
which marks the site of the northwest Company post established and

maintained here soon after Perrault's firet coming to the region,

August 1784 as a clerk for Alexander Kay, a young Scotohman operating

as a free traveler in Sandy Lake area.

“The route of the Savanna Portage was retraced from end
to end by the writer (Prof. Irving H. Hart) with the indikspensable
aseistance of William P. Ingersoll in the fall of 1920, Two years

e later with assistance.of an engineer, Frank J. Zink, we retraced the

rd

“L}} route with a survey ois- transit and by field notes definitely determined

rd
its location with reference to a number of permanent government markers.

Some day perhaps some orgenization interested in the marking of sites

of historic interest may see fit to erect somewhere along the course

of thie portage lasting memoriale to fix its locatlon forever in the
¥Fvﬁemory of the coming generatione and thus acknowledge our unpaid debt
'to the men of the mow distant past who by this trail came first into
the great northwest.

In 1806 the post was visited by Lt. Zebulon Pike, who
left a detailed description of it in hie expedition fo th?headwaters
of the Mississippi. He evidently missed the 0ld portage trail whieh
lead from the river to the lake for he writes:

"Only a few of the many persone who annually vislt and
camp on this site nowadays realize (or care perhaps) that they are

treading soil sown thick with historic memories, but to some this

?ﬁfﬁ is significant. In matter of fact no spot in the whole upper

valley is of greater historic interest or is more frequently mentioned










f'ﬁSome~of-the*hi9toryv0f the area around Sandy Lake and the old

| -
iSaVanna Portage is recounted in a feature article in Minneapolis

fTrlbune for December 18, 1933 by Rolf Mills, who calls attention
tc the proposal.of the Minnesota department of otnservation that
this region be set aside as a state forest. The writer mentions
./some of the explorere who used the well<known SBavanna Portage route
between Lake Superior and the upper-liseissippi and who left desw
eriptions of the country through which they passed, and he calls
gpecial attention to the Schooleraft expedition of 1332; He also
/tells of the retracingof the portage route in the summer of 1926
vby Profeseor Irving H, Hart and Mr. William P, “Ingersoll and des=
¢ribes the more recent survey of the region by members of the de«
partment of conservation. Among the illustrations that appear with
the arficle are a viéw on the West Savanna River, and a map of
thé-propesed—state—Lforest-

The old Savanna portage trail, which wae used by traders
and voyageure in traversing the divide between the waters that Llow
into Lake Superior and those connecting with the Mississinpi. wae
located, cleared of underbrush, and marked during the past summer.
Engaged in this work were sixty-six Eagle Boy Scouts from Minnesota,

North and South Dakota. (1939)

Schggl- “The Savanna river ie about twenty yarde broad at ite junction
cra

Henry R. with the 8t. Louis, but soon narrows to about half the breadth, which
Narrative jr

Joumnal it retaine until it forke at the distance of twelve miles from ite
of travels

to the mouth. Ite whole course runs through a low marshy meadow. The
gources of

;hngise.ﬂ. timbered land oceasionally reaching to the banks of rivér, but
' generally keeping a2 distanoe of about twenty rods on either side.

The meadow is for the most part covered with tufts of willow and

other shrubs, common to marshes. The woods, which skirt it are of




o

46! 39} N. From this house he crossed the lake to the mouth of Savannah

QoM
ecarring’ place, a deep bog four miles across. He erosged this portage to

a small creek that rlows 1nto Bt. Louls river.

<t g

El 1ogﬁK"Tha N, W, Co, house stood on the west shore of SQndu 1., next to the
Eggeditn Mississippl. PRke marks the site on his map and givea it as 1% M. 8,
éggglgi of the dlscharge of the lake into the short thoroughfare by which thie
ﬁg;tgggé reaches the Migsissippi. There are exlsting remalns of old s8ttlements
gg%é%f? in various poditions further south, It wae a point of commereial and

"/ even political importance at the pivotal date 1763 in the history of

French English occupancy of the Upper Mississippl. The Savanna which
by & portage of 3 3/4 miles communicates with the river (Fond du Lac)
8t, Louis which empties into Lake Superior at Fond du Lac and is the
channel by which the N, W, Company bring all their goods for the trade
of the unper Mlasisainnl Game is very scarce in this country.

.H B. CAS“Pika and his soldiers in 1806 were designated by the Ojibways "white
o Indians® beeause they were neither Frenchmen or Englishmen, as was
usual in those days, but of that American nation of men to whose
existence the attention of the 0jibways had not been directed prior
to Pike's vislt to them,
17:499}5The wonﬁ.Savanna more frequently used in Georgia and Florida, is of
A merican Indian origin, meaning a treeless area, and it is here
applied to tracts of partly marshy grasseland, over which the Portage
between the east and west Savanna rivers were made.
Hichigan ,)(Portage de la Prairie or Savanne Portage lies between the Rast

Ploneer/
Hist, Soc,Savanne, flowing into the 8t, Louis, and the West Bavanne flowing

Co. Vol 37
621 into Sandy Lake, gee Perraults map, Jean Baptiste Perrault on an
expedition in the winter of 1783 lived on the Portage de la Pralrie
or Savanna Portage for several days. They wers without food and lived

on "toeibles® (a species of small whitefish weighing from one %o

three poudds) until the source became exhausted, They then lived on




A3
He is European French, and has been in the Indian ecountry more than
twenty years, To-morrow our bagrcage will be arranged in packages
smaller than is usual, welghing ninety pounds and will commence passing

around the falls of this river upon the portage, which is nine giles

in length. oOur pz-"felae route 1s but Just determined, W6 will proceed

from this place by the Grand Portage, 8T. Louis River‘bortage, Aux

C oteau, Savannah River, Savannah Portage, Sandy Laké and Sandy River
to the Mississippi River, thence by a series of emﬁll lakes and pore
tages to the great eouthweet fork of the Missiagippi. By the time I
reach Sault Ste, Marie I will be about twalveJﬁundreﬂ miles from you.
I find the vaecination of the Indians an irksome task, last evening
after our arrival, I operated upon two hupfred and forty, at one sitting,
As yet I only found a few who had never heard of vaceination, It is
astonlshing to learn the fearful dread/they have of the small-pox, I
keep an accurate list of the number, /age and sex of thoess vacclinated,
tOgether with tne tribe and band %o, whlch they belong."

Minn, N,

Star %’Firat Lieutenant Zebulon Montgomery Pike who made the expedition in
State

Folwell 18056, was a native of New Jersey, then twenty #1iX yoars of-age. “He
P 47

wag flve feet eight inches tall} eyee blue; hair-light;-abstemlous,
temperate, and unremitting inﬁduﬁy";,,.?he first entry of his Journal
reads, "Salled from my encampéant, near 5%, Louls at four o'ecloeck, P.M,
on Friday the 9th of Auguspl 1806; with one sergeant two corporals
and seventeen privates, 1& a keel boat, 70 feet long; provisioned for
four months® On the 21at of Septeumber Pike %hé ;outh of Minnesota,

and “encaumped on the northeast point of the blg island, "which atill

bears his nane,

Minn, N/ \ Henry R, Schooleraft, who accompanied Cass in 1820, was appointed
Star S5t,

go%gell Indian agent of the Chippewas, he residsed for many years at the Sault

Seinte Marie, longing for another plunge into the wilderness of the up=

per Missiseippi. It was not until 1832 that the War Department, de-




Sometimes with a favorable stage of water and good
weather some of the portages could be passed in two days, but it
usually took three. The journey from the west to east took even
longer, for the canoes, laden with trade goods rather than furs, had
to breast the adverse current of the St. Louis and the Savanna all
the way from Fond du Lac (Minn.) to the eastern end of the Savanna
Portage." .‘

William W. Warren son of a white father and a Chippewa
/H%ther, received what was for thosé days on the frontier a good
“education and later became a member of the Minn Legislature.

The earliest account found yet ;é Jean Bapfjste Perrault,
French-Canadian who spent forty two years ;ﬂ‘the fur trade business,
during twenty of which he was engaged digéétly in the trade of the
Lake Superior region and lands to the qéét. His diary is extremely
detailed, vivid, and colorful and se;ﬁés to give an account and accurate
pictures of hardships and hazards qf.life in the northwoods in the later
eighteenth and early ninetéenth cghturies. The diary accompanied by a
ieries of free-hand sketch maps /drawn by Perrault himeelf, one of which
is entitled in crude French "Sketch map of the country from the entrance
of the rifer Fond du Lac Superieur to ?Enetrate to the entrance of the
discharge of Lac des Sables (Sandy Lake) where it flows into the

':3::Mississionl. The map is not drawn to scale, and is naturally inaccurate
ﬁf“in many details. It shows the St. Louis ﬁiver, which Perrault styles the

"Fond du Lac", with a tributary, the "riviere de la Savanne" the (East
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Savanna); Prairie Lake, unnamed on the map, but called "lac de la Puisse"
(lake of the fish-dam) in the diary. A particularly interesting feature
of the map is the fact that two portage routes from river to river are
marked by dotted lines: one from 8t. Louis river directly to Prairie
river just below its discharge from Prairie Lake, and the other from

East Savanna to the prairie river further down on its course to Sandy (___




The relocation of this historic route of trade and trane-
portation was a challenge, and under ghe guildance of William P. Inger~
eoll, the attempt was made in the early fall of 1926. A map of the
route of the Savanna Portage township 50 North Range 22 West M.H.V 8
P131 (1926)

It i believed that this portage was used by the Indiane for
centuries before the white men set foot upon the trail. It secme Tea-
gonable to assume that Duluth made his epochal journey to the upper
¥iseiseinpl country in 1679. It is an equally reasonable assumption
that it was along this trail that the first Chippewa pushed weotward
from their homes on Lake Superior into the territory them occupled by
the Sioux around Sandy Lake. (Map-Minn. History 8:119) 1679

"That by the middle of the eighteenth century the aX}atenco
of a portage route from the 8t. Louls to the Missiselppl was known to
the French, ie evidenced by Bellin's map of North America published
in 1755, which showe the "R. du Fond du Lac", or §t. Louie River and
a portage from ite sousoe to "Lac Rouge"”, whioch ie evidently con=
founded with ¥ille Lacs. In common with all e&fiy maps of this region
Rellin's is extremely inacourate; but the physiography of the gegion
makes it seem probable that the reference is to the Savanna Portage. -

Other than a somewhat obscure reference ie an English military
memorandum, apparently written in 1777, the earliiest reference to the

portage routes between Lake Superior and Sand Lake thus far discovered

are those oﬁéean Baptiste Perrault.

Perrault wrote his narrative about 1830, evidently basing it
upon diaries kept during the years of hie active participation in
the fur trade of the northwest.Between 1784 and 1797 he made compara=
tively frequent trips back and forth from Lake Puperior to fJandy Lake
of which he has left more or less detailed accounte. In these aceounts

he makes mention of two portages between the 5%, Loule and Sandy Lake [/




which he calls the "portage de la prairie""and the portage de la
From the dates given it is evident that the former was used
in the winter months and the latter in the summer. Accompanying the
narratige of Perrault are a number of maps of the regions traversed
by him, sketched by himself, one of which is probably the oldest de-
tailed map of the country between Lake Superior and Sandy Lake. #

f/b 12@\\\ From Perrault's references by name to the various physisal

\\ieatures on the map, it would seem that they were known and named

previous to his first visit to the country and that the trails were
already well defined. His errors in the direction of stream Ilow
are no more serious than those of later travelers through the regiom,
whose opportunities for exact observation and record were at least
equal to his. The faft that the map does not show the west Savanna
River at all casts some doubt upon the identity Perrault's "portage
1a Savenne" and the Savanna Portage of later days," but the phy-
giography of the region between the East Savanna dnd Prairie rivers
would seem to preclude the parc}}ggbility of the use during the
summer months of any other route between these two streams. &

Gear ge Henry Mq}k a clerk in the employ of the Northwest
Company, writing in 1807, gives a fairly complete description of
the entire route from Lake Superior to the Mississippi. He is one
of the few to describe the portage who gives the correct direction
of the flow of the East Savanna. Mdrk atates that "At the west end
of the portage is a small river also called La Savanne. v

In 1820, Lewis Cass, then governor of Michigan Territory,
which at that time included northeastern Minnesota, led an e@ploring

party from Detroit to the upper Mississippil region. £1820% g
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ferring to Governor Cass, was content to give him leave, and then by
indirection only., The instructions given Mr, Bchooleraft were to proceed

to the country at the head of the Miesissippl, to vielt as many Indlans

as circumstances might permit, to establish permanent p:7ca among them,

to look after the Indlan trade and in particular thetre(spasaaa of Hudson's
Bay traders, to vaccinate Indlans ag many as posslble,f&nd to gather
statistiea, He had no commission to explore, An offioar of the army,
Lisutenant James Allen, with a small detachment of'soldiere, was ordered
to be hias escort, Traveling by way of Fond du Lae and the Bavanna Ports
age, Schooleraft's party was at Cass Lake onJuly 10,
P 4Q//Fona du Lae, near the mouth of the 8t, Louis River, at the head of Lake
Buperior, was the gateway to an Ammense region abounding in the finest
’ng“ peltries and aeccupled by & large Chippéway population, eager to buy the
white man's guns and ammunition, kniven, kettles, tobacco, and most dearly
prized of all his deadly fivewater, It led up thégt Louis River to the
moutﬁ dr the East Savanna near the Floodwood rallwood station, From the
head or the eaat Savanna a chort portage led to the West Bavanna, an
affluent of Prairie River which empties into Sandy Lake, P
Tyrelfﬁ"From this house (N,W,00, ) ‘e orossed the lake (David Thompson) to the
g£§e? mouth of Savannah Brook, wh;ph he followed up to theSavannah Carring
ﬁ;:.or Place, a deep bog fou/miles atross, Q@osaing this portage to a small
ggu;::{§cresk that flows intg the 5%, Louls River he descended the latter stream
ggggnggnto Fond du Lae Hauﬁe, two miles and a halr up the river from Lake Superilor.
He reached fihis povt on May 10th two monthe and 18 days after leaving
Page ~. the ! mauu4 of the SOuriu RiverC*TMay 3, 1798, David Thompson gtruck across
gy %o the Mlssiealnni river, down which he traveled through #yinnipegoos"
lake to the mouth of Sandy Lake river, Here he left the main gtream of
the Mississippi and turned Sand Lake river to Sand Lake (Bandy Lsake in
A 1tkin county) on which was a house belonging to the Northweet Company,

a mile and a quarter east from the head of the river, in latitude 46°
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the same kinds observed on the preceeding days, except that a
species of emall oak, fregquently appears amohg it. The river be-
comes s0 narrow towarde its head, that it is with great difficulty
canoes can make their way through its windings; and the portage
commences a mile or two from its source, which is in a tamarack

swamp”. The desgent of the 8t. Louls river in the same dietance

/)
according to the estimate kept by Dr. "ﬁlcott, is two hundred and

thirty feet. ' The length of the Savannah Portage ies six miles, and
ie passed at thirteen pauses. The first three pauses are shockingly
bad. It is not only a bédd of mire, but the difficulty of paeeing it §
is greatly increased by fallen trees, limbs and sharp knote of the
piteh pine, in some places on the surface, in othere imbedded one

or two feet below. Where there are hollows or depresslions in the
ground, tall course grass, brush, and poole of stagnant water are
encountered. 0ld voyageurs say, that this part of Portage was
formerly covered bog, or & kind of a peat, upon which the walking
wag very good, but that during a dry season, it accidentally caught
fire and burnt over the surface of the earth so as to lower its
level twe or thrée feet when it became miry, and subject to ine
undation from the Savannah River. The country, after passing the
third pause, changes in a short distance, from a marsh to a region
of sand hills covered mostly with white and yellow pine, intermixed
with aspen. The hills are short and conical, with a moderate
elevation. In some placee they are drawn out into ridges, but

these ridges cannot be observed to run in a uniform course; on the
contrary they are confused in their arrangement. The country has a
general rise from the east to the weet Savannah, which may be esti=-

mated at thirty feet. This is the dividing rédge between the waters

of Lake Superior and the Mississippi River. Where the portage path
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The entrance of River La Savanne is twenty~four miles from
Portage La Savanne. Here the river is not navigable even for the
smallest canoee. At the weet end of the portage ies a emall river also
called lLa Savanne, and five leagues to the entrance where it disem-
bogues into Sendy lLake. In dry seacone it takes from five to six days
to come down Sandy Lake. It is five miles long and ae many broad. It
empties iteelf into the Mieeissippi by a river four miles long, in the
vicinity of which lakee end small rivers are numerous. %hen the land
ie not low and awampy, it is generally eandy and shaded with fir, oak,

waple, cedar, ash and birch. Beaver formerly abounded here. Making

this portage wae one aof the most unT)eaaant incldents which the fur

trzfgr_of_the”ngghygg§mg§£?£}9§ggﬁjl Few travelers who passed over it
failed to describe either the ewamp or the moequitoee. The missionary,
¥illiam T. Boutwell, sume up in hie diary the feelings of wany a trave-
ler when he writenpndar date of June 30, 1832: "To desoribe the 4iffi-
oculties of this portage would puzgle a Scott or a Knickerbooker even.
Neither language or penoil can paint them."

The Northwest Company's traders facilitated the paseage of
thelr men by oconstruoting a platform over the éfitire bog.

The looation on Sandy Lake wae determined by ite proximity to
the route between Lake Puperior and the Miseissipni by the way of 8t,
bouls and East Savanna rivers, the Savanna Portage, the West Savanna
and Prairie Rivers, Sandy lLake, and *a&& River. This route which gave
aocess 10 the great regions lying south, west, and north had probably
been used by the Indiane for centuries before. \/

"The advent of the white man. It was by thie route that
Duluth in the summer of 1679 penetrated with hie lively crew of Voye

ageurs to the Sandy Lake countpy, being probably the first white trader

upon the head-waters of the Misc=issippi! A36Pe¥
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'Bept. 13, 1833 "Left Fondu Laec Tuesday 10th a,11 Mr. Altking'had
erossed the Portage., Our company consisted of Mr, Aitkins & song-
Alfred, John and 1little Roger, Mr, Boutwell and myself (Ely) with
our baggage. ¢ ame up to the foot of the raplds Mr. Boutwell, Jonn)
gelf and two Leech Lake Indians disembarked and walked to tnu‘£¥eatof
the Portage where we walted the arrival of the Barge. About 1/2 past
nine, commenced the portage. We had previously prepared ourselves
with moccasins as being the most easy in which %o encounted the mud
and Vater&\ TmaggL tnreéAéen came up with us to take back the barpge.

- :)
From the landing rose a steep hill 650 »o 60 feet and half the diatance

across the portage another rise of 2 fr 300 feet, Some of the "poses"

were through marshes or "Savanns" -= and our path lay through deep mud
and water, Most of the way the path was quite hard and the Bavanns 1in
consequence of regent heavy rains were worse than usual. This is the

largest portage on our route-- distance 9 miles, We then strike the

.dt. Louig again,
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Canoe Route U, 8, highway 2, orossing of the 8%. Louls River at
Floodwood, 8%, Louls County., From Lake Superior to Sandy Lake and the
Pissis ippi, used by Indians and traders from the latter half of the
l%{: century, It led up the 8t, Louls to the east Savanna, up that

atream gsome ten miles, and thence by a hard six mile vortabe to the

o €4 o o Gand T \‘ o A %y ! 7
west Savanna and Sandy Lake, o © (7 \w&\&,gﬁf':@_'ﬂ‘fd e )

Henry R, Schooleraft, previously a mamhéﬁ“%f the Cass expedition,

L i

reaches the upper Mississippi River by the way of Fond du Lac {Puluth)
the Savanna Portage and Sandy lLake, and loeates the source of the

Migsissippl in a lake whieh he names Itasca, July 13, 1832.
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of a piece, full of rents and mud, Face, hand and necks, look like

men searred with the small-pox, A bout 6 P. M, I reached the dnd

of the portage, to which Mr. Bchooleraft had forwarded my baggage,

and here I fouhd both him and the D, The men have come through with
our light baggage, but remain one pose behind with/fhe remalnder ,

till morn, Mangled toes and brulsed legs were bnéﬁght forward to

the Dr. which I wventure to say will long fix in mind the fatigues

of this portage. '

The stream into which we now put our oanoea; is very small, rising

in some bog or fen, like to what we have /been passing and flowing

18 to 20 miles, empties into Bandy Lakg? To all the other severi-
ties of this portage, is yet to be gd&ed, that of being half dee
v6§rq§ by musketoea, They exoeedail deseription for belng voracious,
as if they never saw a human be}ﬁé, and were fully determined he should
not escape till they had madejé‘meal of him, at least, They are, 1if
possible, more numerous theqf}rogs, locuste or lice of Egypt, rising
in clouds from the graas,ﬁé;d underbrush., Within a half mile of this
end of the portage, we qfass a pihe ridge which seems to have escaped
the ravages of fire. fT%e men hgve made 9 posee with the baggage, ete,
July 3, 1832 « End qf‘savannah Pbrtage. Our ecanoes are now preparing,
and we soon 1eave_£br Sandy Lake, 18'm;les. Bruised skins, sore toes,
and legs will 13&;9 every one carring aémg mark of remembrance of :
this portage." | o
."ﬁr.rﬁéughﬁoﬁ»had been appointed as surgeon and botanist to the
Schooleraft expedition for the discovery of the sources of the Missi-
ssippi, This letter is to his younger brother Richards

Fond du Lae, June 24, 1832, We arrived at this place, which is twenty
four miles beyond the head of lake Superior, on the 8t, Louis River,

II’
lagt evening. Mr. Aiken?he director of the company in thies se@tion

of the country is now here « his haadquarteré at Sandy Lake, -He=te—

——//g
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boiled roots until that resource failed and then they were compelled to
move on, Near Christmas, with leggings made of Liankets, they deocended

the Riviere Deec Prayrie whieh flows into Lac Dee fables (Sandy Lake).
On his return in July 1707 one of his men, 5%, Louls was polsoned and

yahe

____wgo buried on the portage.
Chanibe -
;is Ju\Chanbers, who visited She region in 1872 writes: "We glept that night
ug
¥las, at the mouth of Bandy Lake Rivep, upon the floor of Mr, Libby's historic
River
p 160 fSrading post. LAibby's has been known for three generations &s the point

of portage for the "Big SCea Watqor'(Lake Superior) reached by descending

: »
the turbulent 5%, Louls River,

Perrault, with his men, bullt a log hut oha the poriage in 1784,

e iy P WS S S aat, TSRV O o S R LU I (e 7 L7 VTS e T,
Burpaa,ﬁ%aﬁlev?' La Verendrye and his song wore on an oxpedition from 17386 %o
Lawrance /
Johinstone 1738, The portage was orossed several times, On a pap of 1737 he
Journals :
t& let; shows Iortage De La Bavane as looatod between the Rouseau River and
ores o /
P, La Ve« Lake of the Yoods. Tha*ﬁgmaﬁau River, which rises in groat swanps
rendrye BN,
9.%&4 west of the Lake of the Mloodg and on about the present international
219 " N

boundary line, amptlﬁsfinta Héﬁ\ﬁiver. A % this Junetion is marked

La Fourche., La Ver@h&rve and hLG\B@OﬂlG avidentally had dlscovered

and were using two/routes from Lake ol‘the Woods %o Red Hiver; one

by way of Winnipeg River and Lake uznnipﬁg\&nﬁ the other by the
Roueeau River, /Hie two sons arrived fron Fart‘ﬁaurupaa with two
soldlers in February. They laft the cargo oﬂ%our gances at Savenna
FoRtage guarded by two men., In June La Verendrye felt uneasy and
sent Lia gon and & party to got the oargo. VWhen he asked som® Trae
ders about the men, he was told that Shey had not been seen, Je
gent another party to search for them, Several days later they
returned with newe that his son and Swenty others were maseacred on
& gmall fsland in Lake of the Woods. This became Known as Isle Du

L
Magsaore,
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approaches the sources of the West Savannah there is a descent
into a2 small valley covered with rank grass - without forest treee
and here and there clumps of willows, similar to thoee on the East
Savennah. Thie valley is skirted with a thick and brushy growth
of alder, aspen, hazel, etc. The adjoining hills are sandy, covered

with pine. The stream here is just large enough to swim a canoe,

and the navigation commences within a mile o?’its eource. It pure

sues & very serpentine course to Sandy Lake, in a general direction
northweet, and has several rapids. The thermometer this day stood
at 80 degrees at noon." [~

"4 letter from J. Allen Lieutenant 5th Infantry to Major General,

" November 25, 1833" "8ir: In obedience to the foregoing orders
and instructions, I have prepared the accompanying map and journal
which are now most respectfully submitted, as embracing my report
on the several subjects to which you have directed my attention.
The route of the expedition was up Lake Buperior, to Fond du Laeck
thence up the Fond du Lac river, ninety one miles, to the mouth of
the East Savanna river, and across by the latter river, the Savanna
Portage, and the Weset Savanna river, to Sandy Lake and the lississi-
ppi, thence up the Mississippi through Lake Winnipeg, Upnper Red
Cedar or Cass Lake, and Lac Traverse, to Lac la Biche or Elk Lake,
the source of the river.( June 7) The party orgasiized for this
expedition consisted of Mr. Schooleraft, who had the principnal
conduet of 1t; Doctor Houghton, the éurgeon to vaccinate the

Indians; Mr. George Johnston, interpreter; Mr. Boutwell, a Preeby-

l\oterian missionary; and twenty engagees, or Canadian voyageurs; in

the employment of Mr. Schooleraft, and the military part, consiste
ing of myself and ten soldiers, from the companies at Fort Brady.

This part may be considered as divided into two parts; That organ-

ized by Mr. Schooleraft and the military part under my command.







in the chronicles of this region's historic past.

Allen Morrieon brother of William Morrison, in a manuscript
in the possession of the Minnesota Historical Society, says of this
port:.

Jacob B. Brower who in the early 1890's visited the site of
the post at the mouth of Sandy River saye of it in an article in
Minn. Hist. Col

When Schoolcraft visited Sandy Lake in 1832 on his way to the
headwaters of the Miss. (The journey resulted in his discovery of Lake
Itasca.)

In the summer of 1927 Prof. Irving H. Hart had the privilege
of an interview with Mrs.George Curtis, an Indian woman then more than
ninety years of age who was originally a member of the Sandy Lake band

of Chippewa. Mrs. Curtis' Indian name was Beengwa, was born on Brown's

Point on the south shore of the bay at the northwest extremity of Sandy

Lake in Aitkin County. She died 0n the early part of 1928. At the time
of the interview she was apparently in vigorous health. Her memory was
clear and her statements definite with reference to matters of which she
had personal knowledge. Her readinesstto say "no" to questions regarding
matters beyond her own knowledge Rave incréased credence to her positive
statements. Although she understood and spoke @nglish without difficulty
she preferred to give her ahswers and tell her stories in the native
Chippewa tongue.

Beengwa was the seventh and youngest of the children of
Augenosh;TBhe of the leading men although not the chief of the Sandy
Lake band. Both Augenosh and his wife according to Mrs. Curtis lived to
be over one hundred years old. Augenosh was one of the greatest hunters
and most successful trappers among the Indians of the upper Miss. Valley.
"He was one of the few hunters who could get a moose in the summertime."

With his wife he would go away in hie canoe and stay in the woods for

months. At times both he and his wife "packed" for a trading outfit which
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The going for the first three or four milee was comparatively

easy, winding up by easy gradients around the wooded sandy hills,

skirting the swamps and descending gradually into g/tamarack

forest which wae generally an almost bottomless mpfass. Here

in fur trading daye trees end sticks were laid lengthwise of the

trail to keep the heavily laden carriers from miring down, and

the going wae so difficult as to cause thia‘nart of the Portage

to be charactif}gegrn:_';?e yoraf carrv@ng place in the Northwest."”
rhc olé voyageurs measured the distance over the

portages not in miles but in 'posegﬁ or pauses, each 'pose' re-

presenting the distance over which a man was expected to carry his

pack without Stonping‘ﬁq reat5f780met1mea a distance over a portage

was measured in ‘pipes’ 4“aﬁﬁine being the distance which a man
gcould travel before his niﬁéful of tobacco was smoked out. Nature
ally along the better g&ft of the trail the 'poses' were longer than
they were in the tamaféck ewamp at. the eastern end where at every
step the travelle;fiad to take care lest he lose his footing and
become engulfqu{ﬁ the morass. Here, t00 at the end of the 'poses!
log platformgﬁ;ere sonstructed on which the weary men ocould deposit
their loadg}iu“ vooIn the last stagee of the Portage at times of
relativelyshigh water, the packs were earried in canoes which were
dragged’ along the channel of a little creek draining the marsh

east of Wolf Lake. But this part of the trail was always extremely
difficult.

/

Map of the Savanna Portage Township 50 North Range 22 |/

F‘







	00695e_CIF
	65506
	65508
	65509
	65510
	65512
	65514
	65515 (1)
	65515 (2)
	65515 (3)
	65516 (1)
	65516 (2)
	65516 (3)
	65517 (1)
	65517 (2)
	65517 (3)
	65518
	65522
	65524
	65526 (1)
	65526 (2)
	65528
	65530
	65532
	65533
	65535
	65537 (1)
	65537 (2)
	65539
	65540
	65541
	65543
	65545
	65547
	65548
	65549
	65551
	65553
	65555
	65557
	65558
	65559
	65560
	65625
	65627
	65629
	65631
	65632
	65634
	65636
	65638
	65640
	65642
	65644
	65646
	65648
	65650
	65652
	65654
	65656
	65658
	65660
	65662
	65664
	65666
	65667
	65668
	65670
	65672
	65674
	65676
	65678
	65680
	65682
	65683
	65685
	65687
	65689
	65691
	65692
	65693
	65695
	65697
	65699
	65704
	65706
	65708
	65710
	65712
	65714
	65716
	65718
	65720
	65722
	65724
	65725
	65726
	65728
	65730
	65732
	65734
	65736
	65737
	65739
	65740
	65742
	65744
	65746
	65748
	65750
	65752



