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"prof. Irging 8. Hart, head of the extension depart-
ment of the Iowa Teacher's College, has unearthed and brought to
MeGregor light many interesting facts in regards to the historical back-

Pilot
Review ground of Lakes Region. The old BSavanna Fortage and many other

Jgggazj sites have been relocated by Mr. Hart and Wm. P. Ingersoll and
A the Minnesota State Historical BSociety have endorsed thesesites
as being authentie".... ‘/

"In the early days before and during the period of the
Revolutionary War, the fur trade was in the hapds of 'free tradere’
who themeelves both trapped and traded with the Indians for furs.
In the period of 'free trade' as contrasted/with that of the
organized trade with the companies, the furs were eften collectch/
at & packing point."

"At the packing point small ganoes were loaded with the
packe and paddled up the Prairie River to the mouth of the Vest
Savanna and thence up this winding stream ae far as canoes could
be paddled or dragged. The head of/ this primitive type of Naviga-
tion of the West Savanne was at & point where the valley of the

little stream widens out into whht ie now a hay meadow just to

the west of the road, leading to the Anderson farm, in Balsam

townehip, and one half mile below Bavanna Lakeﬁ/ Thie part of the

journey took a day. Originally it was necessary to carry both
packs and canoes over the Portage, but later fleets of canoes
were kept at either end and only the packs, cooking utensils,
camp equipment, and weapons had to be oarried:’

With the morning the overland journey began along a
trail of plainly marked and deeply worn by feet of thousande of

persone who had traversed it perhape for uncounted centuries.
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Company's time. Their traders had a platform made, the extent of

the bog, the remnante of which etill can be seen; esingle logs have

lately been laid &t the extremity, and which is very dangerous %o

pass; especially with loade.

The remaining eight "poses" were dry compared to those
firet passed; the land gradually rises for about four poses, and
then descends. It marke the height of land from each side of which
the waters run to LakeSuperior and the Miseissippl.

The eaest end of the portage, for the dietance of a mile
and half, rune through a tamarack swamp, which was flooded with
water and next to impassahle. It is generally considered the worst
"earrying place" in the north west, and judging from the great nume
bers of cancee which lie decaying along this part of it, havinlj been
abandoned in consequence of the difficulty experienced in getting
them over, ite reputation ie well deserved. Fast Savanna River
where the portage strikes it, is about five yards wide. -

Chambers did not makéloortage trip himself and spoke of it
merely from hearsay. One might conclude from what he says that the
route wae 8till more or less in use at that time. It was with this
information in hand gleaned from historical sources that in the
summer of 1926 a trip was planned by Mr. Ingersoll, for many years
& resident on or neér Sandy Lake, in the effort to relocate the
route of the old Savanna Portage. Newton H. Winchell crossed the
portage in 1878 while making a canoce trip for the Minnesota Geolow
gical Survey through?he lakes of northeastern Minnesota.

Many missionaries uséd the portage to reach their posts on Sandy
Lake and Leach Lake. J. W.Bardwell made thetrip in 1843, Mrs. Lucy
¥. Lewis in 1844 and John H. Pitezel in 1849, and all have left

records of their experiences. [~
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the St. Lawrence valleys was due to the physical fact that here the
waters of these two great river systems probably approach each other
more c¢loeely tﬁ%n at any other point. The student of physiography

ie naturally led to seek in the records of thie region's geologic past
the reason for the close proximity of the headwatere of these two
river systems. Fortunately in this case there ie an answer to his
questione - an answer which reveals in striking manner the intimate
relation exieting between physiography and history and which tells a

dramitic story of the results of the clash of natural forces in the

daye when our world was young{/The two 0ld stream valleye of the two

Savannas and of the Prairie and the unnamed little etream near its
head are the routes of the Bavanna and the Prairie River portages.
Ages before man had firet appeared on earth, nature, "moving in
mysterious waye its wonders to perform"™ had carved out for men these
two passageways for his later use in trade and transportation.

Some of the history of the aréa around Sandy Lake and the
0ld Savanna Portage is recounted in & feature article in the Minnea-
polie Tribune for December 18, by Rolf lills, who calls attention to
the proposal of the Minnesota department of conservation that this
region be set aside as a state forest. The writer mentions some of
the explorere who used the well-known Savanna Portage route between
Lake Superior and the upper Mississippi and who left descriptions of
the country, ZFhrough which they passed, and he calls especial attene
tion to the Schooleraft expeditions of 1832. He also tells of the
retracing of the portage route in the summer of 1926 by Professor
Irving H. Hart and Mr. William P. Ingersoll and describes the more
recent survey of the region by members of the department of conser-

vation?




used the old favanna Portage. This trail was howeger, never in common
use within the period of Mre. Curtis.
The beginning of the missionary effort wae due to an invita-
tion extended by William A. Aitkin in 1831 to a young man named Frederick
Ayer. In addition to hie duties as teacher, Ayer devoted his time in
the winter 1832-33 to the completion of the manueoript of a Chippewa
speller which he began at La Pointe. Ayer was sucoeeded in the school
at Sandy Leke by E. F. Ely, to whose echolastic duties of missionary
snd prescher were added. i i wnd aAX ;;;;‘;?ﬁ;f/ﬁ;hjt’C'f,f?p,,'_.‘
Martin McLeod, on an expedition, crossed the pértagé oﬁ Nov.
5, 1836 and reported it so damnable that they had to wade in water up
to their hips for nearly three miles and carry equipment besides. He
saye the portage ie eight miles long. (Route of Martin Moleod's travele
Got. 22, 1836 to April 16, 183 = w.B.8:379) &~
MoLeod's Martin Mecleod the author of thie diary was well known in~
Diaryéﬁav.

k,153L in Minnesota; yet his conneotion with James Dickeon's expedition seeme
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38324657 to have been practically unknown until his diary came to the eociety.
At the junction of the 5t. Lou;s and East Savanna rivers the

fprﬁer do&es in from the north and the latter from the general direct-
ion of Sand Lake to the south. With a carrying-place between them
the East and Vest Savanna Rivers form a good oanoe route to Sandy Lake.
Mcngod ‘esignatos gamebr&nch of the East Sevanna as the Prairle Riveyx,
OContemporary maps show the Prairie as a branch of the Weet Savanna, |
énd‘thé stream still bears that name. The map which Dickson's party
ueed muet have been quite incorreoct, indeed, if it showed Fralrie
River as a tranch of the East Savanna River. 7

Minn. The Savanna Portage is seven miles long located between the.

History

5135 Eset Savanna River and the ¥Weet Savanna River. It is low and in the

soring and wet seasons, the men had to wade through mud and water.

Pive days is the ueual time taken to orose the portage with 12 “pieces”

per man. Alitkin County «(Map M.H.8:119) @//
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- June 30, Passed several ranida and country (23 miles) until we reached

the mouth of East Savanna river, where our route left Fond du Lae river.
The East Savanna river is a little, narrow and very erooked stream,

having its source in wet meadows and swamps, about 30 miles from its
mouth, and running in a general direction northeast, in a very direct
line from Fond du Lac river to Sandy lake} on the Miaaiasiuwi, where
we are golng; we accordingly aacended it twenty-royr miles to the
Savanna portage, The country at first was low aﬁi rich, afterwards
more elevated, and some pine ridges, and the lgst ten or twelve mlles

wag through a wet savanna, from a half to two and three miles broed,

borded by tamarack and cedar swamps. The;rivar wag from ten to thirty

feet broad, and very erooked all the way, but particularly so through
the Savanna, where canoes might Dbe a‘mlle or more apart in the actual
léngth of tne river, and anly a fbw yards, in a direet line, The
channel was generallj geven or eirht feet deep; and part of the Savanna

(

was so muech OVerflowed that cqﬁoee could pass over it, through the
grass, About a mile below tgé portage, the river forks and the ehannel
though still deep, is 8o vary narrow and erooked that canoes can
gcarcely turn the Bhortevfgands. .?hq meadow here is dry, and 1s grown
over with a most beaut;rul luxuriant, andaheavy growth of grasse a
species of carsex or aﬂdge, I landed at the pdrsage near the end of
thies meadow, at 6 p m where, I found by a note lert for me by Dr.
Houghton that Mr, ﬁ. having preceded me about six hours, had gone
through four paugea of the Portage to encamp, I got part of the
baggage through the first pause, and encamped where we landed, in an
atmosphere of moschetoes, Journey this day 47 miles.

July 1, (Sunday) -~ It rained constantly, ,...but the unpleasan®
situation of our encampment, and my anxiety to overtake Mr., 8. who I

knew would not travel to-day, determined me to proceed. At the end

of the first pause, which was a perfeot mud hole throughout, the
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swamp had water enough to float our loaded canoes, and we accordingly
embarked them in a little chanal or channel,.. We worked our canoes and
baggage, in this way, through two pauses, or about a mile as far as we
eculd} and carried the eances and baggage one pause farther.

July 2 - We had four miles of the portage (2 pauses) before us this
morndng, and Mr; 8. made great efforts to accomplish the whole of 1t

this day; and my men in emulation of his voyageurg to travel at the

gamg rate. The route was of the worst charaoter.‘being mogtly through
swamp of tough deep, mud, which it was diffieult to walk through
unemcumbered; and that could scarcely be deemed practicable, with

the loads'that the men were obliged to carry. They freguently stuck
fast in the mud until they abandoned their load, or were asslasted

out; and before night some of my best and strongest men fell down
by the road side, unable to procesd farther. I collected them and

he bagzage on a dry spot, half /a mile from the end of the portage,
and encampéd\before sunset. Hﬁ. 8., had his tents taken entirely
through, and encamped on.the bank of the West Savanna river, Our
Journey to-day wae three gnd a half miles, and much the most fatigulng
of all our journey s&ince/we left home.
July 3 - We however got through the remaining pause of this horrible
portage by twelve o olock, ana embarked in West Savanna river, The
Savanna Portage, that we had now orossed, is six miles in length-

the first two thrqngn a swamp, such aan; have deseribed, and the
remaining four ov_éz* land more devated, and “some 11ttle hills and
ridges but with deep ugly swamps intervening, making thie much the
mogt t%oublasome and difficulgx of any part of our route, The highest
point erossed by the portage, is about one hundred and fifty feet above

the Savanna rivers.,t
#Mr, Schooleraft and myselt (Rev. Boutwell) embarked in our canoe,

with 8 men, Mr. Johnson the inhterpreter and Doctor Houghton, the

surgeon, embarked in the other, with 6 men, 34 in all. Reached the
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fPortége at 12io'c1ook, and here breakfastef, To desecribe the diffliculties

of this portage, would puzzle a Scott, or Knickerbocker; even, HNelther
language nor peneil ean paint them. A fter making about half a pose, our
baggage wvas landed on a wharf made of poles.
A dyke was then made, and our cances brought up through mud and water
kitoe=deep, and handed in the portage path., A few pleces were put on board,
and one at the bow and another at the stem, the latter pﬁahlng and the
former drawing in mud and water %o their middle; made thelr way in thie
manner for half a mile, and unloaded on a second wharf, When all was up,
a second dyke was made, which raised the watey sufficlent Just to swim
the canoes, which were loaded the second t%me, and carried all to another
pose, 8 ome of the gentlemen were oarrlgd:aoross in the canoes with the
baggege, others with myself, forced thgi; way on foot through mud and
water, Tga-musketoes came in hordessihd threatened o carry away a man
alive our &avour him sre they eoul@”éet him away./ Made three poses and
reached a mapls ridge where we en,éampad, and spent the Babbath.
July 1, 1832 =« Savannah Portageﬁ About 10 this morning, Lieut, Allen
came up in the midat af a to:rant of rain., He encamped at the head of
;he portage Saturday eve;~ty;ae poges distant, Saturday night very
rainy. Sabbath morning ané“during a part of the day, came down in
torrents, T he rain an@fths mﬁékgtoes prevented our having any service,
This day has passed witﬁout elthaf\profit or pleasure to myself, through
the reading of the wond, and & few pagas of Pilgrim's Progress, might
be expected, had nat,my attention been so of; interrupted and discomn=
posed by every atraﬂée and before unfieard of hbiae. Some of our Indian
friends still fdllow us.
July 2, 1832 « Rose at 6. Pleasant sun this morning, but the musketoes
are smoke and fire proof., The rain Saturday evening and the Sabbath,
has rendered the portage almost imipassable for man or beast. Our men

look like renegades, covered with mud from head to foot, some have lost

one leg of the pantaloons, others both, Thelr shirts and moceasins are
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Dr. Alexander Woleott, a surgeon with the Lewis Cass party, glves /5 22
a detailed description of the portage: "The length of the Savanna
Portage is six miles, and is paseed at thirteen pauses (resting places
on portage). The first three pauses are shockingly bad. It is not
only a bed of mire, but the difficulty of passing it is greatly ine
ocreased by fallen trees, limbs and sharp knote of pine pitch, in some
places on the surface, in othere, imbedded one or two feet below.
Where there are hollows or depressions in the ground, tall coarse
grase, brush, and pools of stagnant water are encbuntered. 0ld voy-
ageurs say, that this part of the portage wes formerly covered with
a2 heavy bog, or a kind of peat, upon which the walking was very good,
but that during a dry season, it accidentally caught fire and burnt
over the surface of the earth so as to lower its level two or three
feet when it became mirey, and subject to inundation from the Savanna
river. The country, after passing the third pause, changee in a short
distance, from a marsh to a region of sand hills covered mostly with
white and yellow pine, intermixed with aspen. The hills are short and
eonical, with a moderate elevation. In some places they are drawn into
& ridge, but these ridges cannot be observed to run in any uniform
couree.Where .the portage approachol the sources of the VWest Savanna
there is a decent into a small valley covered with rank grass, without
forest trees - and here and there clumps of willows. The valley is
skirted with a thick and brushy growth of alder, aspen hazel, etc. The
adjoining hille are sandy, covered with pine. The stream here ise Just

large enough to swim a canoe, and the navigation commences within a

mile of its source. It pursues a very serpentine courseyto Sandy Lake

in the general direction northwest. .-

The river east receives a tributary from the south, called

OX ereek, and from the point of its junction the navigation is good at

all seasons, to Sandy Lake, a distance of eix miles."




























































































































































































































This map is not drawn to scale and 1is naturally lnaccurate in many

o

Louls River, which Perrault styles tiae
"Fond du Lac" with ibutar: the "riverede la Savenna' Prairie Lake,

unnamed on the map, but called "Lgc de la Puisse" in the narrative;

the 1 :
Prairie River, which is 1iKe wige unnamed on the map, though Perrault

1t"Riviere des Prairie' in one account of the. Portage; and Lac

des Sables, with an unnamed stream by which the lake empties

Mississippi The most interesting feature of the map 18 the Tact that

-~ - -

the two Portage routes from river ¢t iver are marked by dotted lines;

one from the 8%, Louls River directly to Prairie River, just below its
e from Prairie Leske, and the other from the Kast Savanna to tle

er downbn its course 1 Sandj ske These two portases

"Portage la Prairie' and the "Portage la Savanna"

location of the "Portage la Prairie" i further eon-
Hzerms apostrophe™ (0) by which
in 1785 18 shown neal
River flows his returnfin Ji
poisoned s buried on the
known dedication of
Perrault's reference physical features
geem that they were known and named previous Lo
the count and that the trails were alread well

that the map does not show The Savanna River

aoupot upo

woule
mont
7o gtrean

Perrauit Narrabtive; "UicHhigan Pleneer' - Historieal (oI &7
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