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i (1) william Watts Folwell, History of Minnesota, Vol. 2

(2) Thomas L. Riggs, Comments on the Hazelwood Rgpublic

The settlers thought it merely another drunken brawl, but after
hearing of the plundered stores and the threats of the Indians, they
found imperative to leave., This outbreak of 1862 caused the death of
over one hundred thousand settlers and their homes, schools, and churches
were destroyed. (1)

The outbreak showed the strength of the Hazelwood nepuulic.
The members of the republic alone showed this, in saving the lives
of the settlers and missionaries. Simon Anawangwenl took Mrs. New-
man and her three children by wagon to Fort Ridgley and Lorenzo took
Mrs. DeCamp and her three children and Mrs, Robideaux and five chil-
ren by canoe to Fort Ridgley. Rev. Riggs and his family went up along
the river and Tinally finding refuge on an island Just below Granite

Falls.(2)

They stayed there for about one day and a night., After they

.reached the prairie they were Joined by Dr, Williamson's group. The

two missionary families suffered many hardships. Their trails cros-
sed thoee of the Indian who were out to plunder and kill. The
members of the Hazelwood Republic again showed thelr Christian train-
ing by saving the lives of many of the white women and children. Enos
Lazarus, Robert Hopkins (Caske), and Gabriel Renville, saved the lives
of Mrg.Hugging and her children, whose husband was already killed by
the Indians,

It was under the leadership Paul Maza Kuta Mani, elder in the
church and President of Hazelwood Rgpublic, that the white captives
were dellivered in safety. Paul ceuld lay all of his success, to the

quiet and firm support of Jo Renville, (1)




(14)

(1) William Watts Folwell, History of Minnesota, Vol, 2, p. 434.

Rev. Riggs depositions before the Sioux Claims Commision of
, ‘ were
1863, states the atrocities comnitted at Hazelwood, me by the lower

Sloux who were aided by the Uppér 8ioux, the latter having burned and
plundered the mission houses at Hazelwood and also Patjutazee, (1)

The rftission now completely destroyed was never rebuilt. Rev,
Riggs volunteered and was commissioned as Chaplain to General Sibley's
army.

(1) Return 1I. Holcombe, Minnesota in three centuries, 1655~
2, P. 238,

Dr. Williamson wae a South Carolinian, born in Union Dist, in
that state in March 1800, His father was a minster but the son was-
not religiously inelined, until he had reached a youn manhood and was
attending Jefferson College, Pemnsylvania, where he graduated in 1820,
He completed a thorough medical education at Yale College in 1824 and
manumitting all his slaves and disposing of his other property in Souh
Carolina. He came to the North, located at Ripley, Ohlio, whers8 in
1827 he married Margaret Pooge, a daughter of Col. Pooge. He prac-
tlced mediecine successfully for ten years, but in the spring of 1833
began the study of Theology. In April 1834, he was licensed to preach,
a8 a minsgter of the Presbyterian Church by the Presbytery of Chillicothe
Ohlo. He Joined the Migsions of A, B. of H., M. stational with the

Dakotas, later Jolning Riggs at Hazelwood.

(1) Notables Americans, Vol Ix.

Stephen R, Riggs missionary was born in Steubenville, Ohio, March
23, 1812, son of Stephen & Mary Anne (Baird| Riggs; grandson of Joseph
and Hannah (Cook) Riggs, who settled in Roxbury, Mass, : : He

was graduated at Jefferson College, Canousburg, Pennegylvarila in 1834,




k"\ v
He attended the Western Theological Seminary at Allegheny, Pennsylvanla

1836-1836, He was liscensed to preach by the Presbytery of Steubenville
in Beptember 1836 and ordained by the Presbytery of Chillicothe in

April 1837. He was married February 16, 1837 to Mary Ann Longley of
Hawley, Mass. He was sent as a missionary among the Sioux Indians by,
the A, B. C. F. in 1837 and was stationed for a few months at the Lale
Harriet Mission, near Fort Snelling. He assoclated with the Rev. T, §
Williamson at Lac qul Parle Mission (1837-42) where he learned the
Dakota Language and started and éonducted & mission statioﬁ at Trav-

erse des Sloux (1843-46) returning to Lac quil Parle in the latter year.

He was 1n charge of the Hazelwood Mission near the mouth of the Yallow

Mediecine River, where he was aided by his son Alfred a graduate of Knox
College. The Indian massacre under Little Crow, August 18, 1862 forced
him to flee with hle family and they reached 8t. Paul. He recéived

the degree D. D. from Beloit College and thaet of L. L. D. from Wash-
ington and Jefferson College in 1873. He published "The Dakota first
reader book( with Gideon Pond 1839.) Wowapi Mitawa (1842) Dakota Tawo-
onspe or Dakota Lessons (1850) Dakota vocabulary (1852) Tahroo Wakau

or the gospel among the Dakotas 1869. The Bible in Dakota with Rev.

T. S. Williamson (1879) and Mary and I ,or Forty Years Amongithe Sioux.
He also edited a grammar and dictionary of the Dakﬁta language collect-
ed by the members of the Dakota Mission (1852) which became Vol. IV

the Smithsonlan contributions, revised and edited

the Dakota Language

i =}
5

& ed,)., He dled in Beloit Wisconsin, August 2

years, .
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Riggs, 8. R.
Mary and I.

I ntroduction,
IX

(1880 ed.)

HAZELWOOD MISSION !

"The reader will also recognize in the 'Mary ' of
this story, now gone to her rest, a worthy pupil of Mary
Lyon and Miss Z, P. Grant. With her excellent education,
culture and character, how cheerfully she left her home
in Massachusetts to enter almost alone on a field of labor
which she knew perfectly to be most fraught with self sac~
rifice, least attractive, not to say most repulsive, of M
them all. How hopefully she journeyed on thirteen days

from the shores of Lake Harriet, to plunge still farther

" ijnto the wilderness, at Lac qui Parle. How happily she

found & 'home' for five years in the upper story of Dr.
Williemson's loRg house in a room eighteen feet by ten,
occupied in due time by three children also."

The unlearned Dakota may not be able to give any
definition for any single word that he has been using all
his lifetime.

The system of notation had in the main been settled
upon before Mary and I joined the mission. The English
alphabet was to be used as far as it could be used. These
were the principles that guided and controlled the writ-
ing of Dakota. - We brought to them the Word of Life, the
the "Gospel of Salvation through faith in Jesus Christ,

our Lord, as contained in the Bible, Not to preach Christ

to them only, that they might bave life, but to engraft
Nis living words into their living thoughts, sot that they
might grow into his spirit more and more, was the 'object
of our coming. The labor of writing the language was un-

dertaken as a means to a greater ends




HAZELWCOD MISSION ]
Sarah Poage, afterward Mrs. G. H. Pond, had come as a @
teacher, and had, from their firet arrival at Lac qui Parle,
been 8o empleyed.
To teach the classes in English was in Mary's line of life.
She at once relieved Miss Poage of this part of her work, and
continued in it, with some intervals, for several years. Often

she was greatly tried, not by the inability of her Dakota young

“1ady scholars, but by their unwillingness to make such efforts

as to gain the mastery of English. _Teaching in Dakota was a
different thing. It was their own language.

The lessons printed with open type and a brush on old
newspapers, and hung around the walls of the school room, were
words that had a meaning even to a Dakota child. It was not
difficult.

Two of the boys whom he hopes will learn English are full
Dakotas, and if their hearts were renewed, might be very useful
as preachers of the gospel to their own degraded people.

The Dakotas called Dr. ¥illiamson "Pay-je-hoo-ta wechasta--
medicine man, or more literally Grass-root man-- that is Doctor.
Rev. Rigge was called "Tam-ak-oche" meaning "his country®.

Mary Riggs was named "Pay-uha" which meant having a head.

When supper was announced as ready, we repaired to a table
amply supplied with beef and mutton, potatoes, bread and tea.
Though some of them were not prepared, as they would have been
in the Btates, they did not seem as singular as a dish that I
wag unable to determine what it could be, until an additional
supply of blood was offered me. I do not know how it was cooked
though it might have been fried with pepper and onions. The poor

Indians throw nothing away whether of beast or bird, but consider
both inside and outside delicious broiled on the coals.




Mary & 1.
page 124

HAZELWOOD MISSION

During the sumpier of 1852, Dr. Williamson had erected his
dwelling house at the new location near the Yellow Medicine,
which he called "Pay-zhe-hoo-to-ze" (the Dakota name for stream)
or Lac qui Parle.

The building materials we had prepared at Lac qui Parle
were partly hauled by land and partly floated down the river;
and by the month September our house was so far finished that
we removed the family down. Also, we had erected a small frame
which served for various purposes, as school-room and dwelling.

The Dakotas entered at once into the idea of the new settle-
ment; and no sooner had we selected the spot for our building and
set a breaking plough to work in making a mission field than they
were at work in the same line. The desirable places were soon
selected, and log cabins went up, the most of which were replaced
by frame buildings or brick within a year or two. The frames were
put up by themselves with the assistance we gave them. The brick
houses were built by the government.

We had now such a respectable community of young men, who had

cut off their hair and exchanged the dress of the Dakotas for that

of the white man, and whose wants now were very different from the

annuity Dakotas, generally, that we took measures to organize them
into a separate band, which we called the Hazelwood Republic.

They elected their President for two years, and, other needed off-
icers and were without any difficulty, recognized by the agent as a
separate band. A number of these men were half-breeds, who were,

by the organie law of Minnesota, citizens. The constitution of the
State provided that Indians also might become citizens by satis-

fying a court of their progrese in civilization.




HAZELWOOD MISSION L

A part of the plan of our new community was a mission boarding-
school. Almost from the beginning, we had been making trial of ed-
ucating Dakota children in our own families.

Dr. Williemson had several Dakota children when at Kaposia,
and afterward at Pay-zhe-hoo-to-~ze.

The Hazelwood boarding-school was for a while cared for by
Miss Ruth Pettijohn, afterward by ¥r & Mrs H,J, Cunningham.
Counting those in Dr. Williamson's family and our own, the boarding
scholars amounted to twenty. This was the extent of our ambition
in that line at that time. A large boarding school demands a large
outlay for buildings as well as for its continual support.
The necessities of ourinission work did not then demand the out-
lay, nor could it have been easily obtained from the funds of the

boardkaonnected with this school, as teachers, were Mrs. Annie B.
Ackley and Miss Eliza Huggins and Isabella B. Riggs.

So we started on a salary or allowance of about $250, and for
the first quarter of & century it did not materially differ from the

basis of a Methodist circuit rider in the weest of olden times.

That is $100 apiece, and $50 for each child. At this time, when our

family numbered eight we had an allowance of $500.
One year our garden produced a large surplues, of excellent
potatoes, which the Indian agent bought at a very remunerative price.

"Jehovah Jireh" became our motto.




PAGE 136

Page 146

HAZELWOOD MISSION
Dur ing these passing years, the educational work among the

Dakotas were progressing beyond what it had done previously.

Our boarding school at Hazelwood, in charge of H.D.Cunningham was

full and doing good service.

After Alfred's return, in the summer of 1858, he spent a year
to Hazelwood, in teaching a government school, and then joined
the Thelological Seminary at Chicago. In the summer of 1860, the
absent ones were all at home. During the six years we had been at
Hazelwood; two other children had been born, Robert Baird Riggs
and Mary Cornelia Octavia Riggs, which made a very respectable little
flock of eight.

Twenty five years had passed since Dr. Williamson came to the
Dakotas. Many changes had taken place. It was fitting that the
two families which remained should, in some proper way, put up a
quarter century milestone, and so we arranged an out-door gathering
at which food for body and mind were supplied. “Among other papers ,
read at this time was one which I prepared with some care, giving
a short biographical sketch of all the persons who up to that had
been connected with the Dakota mission; a copy of which was after-
ward placed in the library of the Historical Society of Minnesota.
When the outbreak took place in August 1862, as Providence would have
it, (Stephen Riggs and Mary) had gone to Ohio, as we all supposed,
to consummate an engagement which he had made while in the
Seminaiy.

August 17-62;, while we at Hazelwood and Pay-zhe-hoo-to-ze
were thus engaged on that Sabbath of August 17,the outbreak was
commenced in the border white settlements at Acton, Minn.

Robert Baird Riggs, born at Hazelwood April 22, 1855.
Mary Cornelia Octavia Riggs was born at Hazelwood Feb. 17, 1859,
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