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1865

Ge Fleischauer

Excerpt

"Water of falls was low and all that was to be seen was & tumbled
mass of rock of every slize end shape, with hereand there a little eddy in the
gaps between the crapgs, indications of the terrible rapids that break and foam
about them when the river is at its proper height,

Along the edge of the ¢liff, I sat until the sun went down. It was one
of the prettiest scenes I have met with orn this continent, The river ran ben=

eath at the botbom of a narrow gorge, its banks wooded to the water's edge, and

dotted with an ocoassional house that peeped forth from the dense, darik foliage.
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Exgerpt of a letter written from Csech after the recent
arigis. !‘m a‘nl m' IU!D.

Since the Cermans invasion in their countrysescs
"le are now living in constant fear and don't lmow what may turn up
the next day. DEver sinece this all happened, the people have had bresk-downs
and many simply went oragys Thore are several remsons for it, some lost their
relatives, mothers, brothers, fathers, sisters end even children. Some lost
their homes, farms and business houses, others were cut short finencially as
long as they were doing some kind of transactions with people from the
coccupied part. Uhen the Germans settled there, and knew they were going to
get that part, they began robbing, and ir many cases, revenged our pecple
who were politieslly or even privately dislikeds Therefore, thousands of
them left the place with bare handse Thelr property still belomgs to them
(what's left of §t) but there's doubt if they will ever get more than 30
of the actual walues If they do sell, they will have trouble bringing their :
roney back to Republie, in these cases there are 307 deductions from all ceshs
Those who are from the ocoupied parts have certain privileges, but
the rest of us are getting thrashing from all sides. From the lst. of Jamury,
139, all taxes were incresséd 1007, The only thing we gained was a tax on
autos anmilled, but on this acecount gas was incremsed which means that by
the inorease in price, your taxes on your ear will be three times higher
than they were before. In other words, for a minnon, you oan get a nice pike

or a bass. (Letter dropped pro tem,)




Continued Febe &

"The other day I interrupted writing becsuse of Hitler having a
speech over the radic. As far as we are concerned, as Republic, it's all
the same what ho says or does, we now are a neutral states The newspapors
are full of bunk these days, constantly are writing about world wars in
which UsSe 48 goling to participates I don't want to beliove it, but we never
inows GSometimes I wander back to Us.S. and $ry to see things how they could
be todays I don't suppese fishing is what it used to bes Fishing is one

thing 1 do get lonesome fors Out here, & person must be an acrobat to oateh

a blind one, and then give it to the dog or ocat (we have both)s Onoe in a

while I think of the youngsters in U.is when looking at a Buropean, a person
is compelled to envy theme=~they have "Cymns" playgrounds, schoolgrounds and
parks to play in. Out here there's nothing of that sort, and what there is,
is private. Uo matter where the children go, they must pay adanission same as
adultse In schools you very seldom find a gymnasium, and & schoolground is
& rerity. When you want to go skating it costs at least an hour's earningse
I have left activity in sports and gone in for stamp savinge

flow are earnings in the 7.8 these days? Can & person sarnm a fare

living? im simply interested, do mot plan on returning.




ﬁ . Fleischauer (Flat Dwellers)

The flat dwellers are forced to desert their homes and teke Ho boats

for travel in their "riverside wvillage" when the Mississippl waters
yesterday reashed their ammual highest point, (me of the flatedwellers
is seen in the ploture as he is rowing his way over imundated Wood Street.
(Statement under pioture - Mimmeapolis Tribune, Vednesday, April 12, 1922)

VENICE ACAIN APPEARS ON FLATS UNDER WASHINGTON AVENUE BRIDGE.

Little Venice has again appeared on the river flats under the Washingbmm
averue bridge. A personally conducbed tour with 1little flaxen haired
Susie Sustiak takes ome from Mill street,which is only partly flooded,through
two back yards and narrow spaces out %o the canal-like Cooper street, where
all the families eontinue to live tliroughout the ammal spring floodse, Rudely
improvised bridges of narrow planks set on bloeks of wood and piles driven
into the grownd provide mpens of ascess from the houses on the edge of the
river bank to Mill street,

A boat is kept on Cooper street for those who get diszy when they
walk across the planks. Two 1ittle children fell inbto the wmier yesterday
from the little bridges Though one house is floating, the family still is
oooking and living in there, No one would take them in because there are
goven children and they would make a house so dirty.

The little church, which houses the kindergarten on week days and
the Sunday Sechool, is suryounded by water, making use of the building impos-
sible, After the wator recedes, many chiclkens are found drowned, accord-
ing to little Susie. Some people put thelr fouls in the atbie with the hay,
Pigeons flying abouk Cooper street bring to mind the floods &f Biblicel times,.

A1l the gates around what used to be the yards ere lescked to prevent
the people's wood from floating awny. Ome of the logpers in the little com=
mmity goes eboub in his boat at night and Imoeks on the doors if the water
rises dangorously so that the people may get out, but "they don't eare,"

says Susie,




ﬁ. Fleischauey « IX

014 Xatie, a recluse living in the first shack, as wviewed from the
Washington avenue bridge, comes out through her window when the water rises
bhigh, EKatie buys purple skirts and silk waists and has §17 in the bank, She
has many pooms in her house, bub uses only two, one for wood, and the other
for her stove, Bed, and uses boxes for teble eand chairs.

Spectators may be seen eny hour of the day loeoking over the Washington

avenue bridge and eommenting on the mmual spring floods and the life of the
people on the river flats,




Yo Detes Journal

Bought River Flats in '84, seys Witness.

Attorneys continue to fight te disprove resident's elaim of 156 years.

Courtroonm Jjammed with river flat dwellerse C. He Smith, real estate
lender, with offices in Phoenix Bldgs today conmtinued their fight in Distriet
Court today to prove that residents of Washington Aves flats have not held une
disputed possession of the property of 186 years, and that the property actually
belongs to Mre. Smithe

John Hedvec, (78 Cooper &5i. and Mike Sabol, 109 pill, leaders of the
little group who are suing to clear title for defense introduced Ces Ceo Leland,
who testifies that he bought the land from Derilus Vorrison, ¥plss, pioneer in

884, and sold 1t te Smith im 182).

Both Vedvee and Sabol testified they had never paid rent or taxes.
Leland showed the record of an abstract of the land which traced it dowm from
the govermment grant to Cs Cs and We D¢ Washburn and to Dorilue Morrisen,

then to himselfs

The decision of these two cases will test the rights of E,n‘bthors who

have brought similar suits against Smith and in proposed actlons,

LR 2 24




Condammation proceedings were started last Jepteuber by olity to

on "fiats." bout 200 residents camé to court, many of
ides of being lLe . &5 to value of thelr propertys They piler~

+}
<

geinat the condemmation proceedingss

MRy




G, Fleisehauer =~ (Flat Dwellers)

SORROW SMITES COLORFUL RIVER FLATS AS MARCH OF PROGRESS DOOMS DISTRICT.

Hissing shovels to change simple homes to indusirial ocenters -

old residents, resigned o go sbout their tasks with heavy hearts.

Within a few short weeks, the golorful river flats, locabted umder

the Washingbon avemue bridge and now occupied by 52 families will vanishe

The shouts of children st play, old women going ebout their daily
duties oled in brilliant coleored elothes and their heads dome up in soarves
will give way Yo the hissing of steam shovels and the roar of the motor ex-
hausts as the trucks haul ewey the dirt from the foundations for new barge
terminal buildings.

The City Council hes decided to change the flat district from a
simple home sebting to & busy industrial center, and has sbarted condermation
proosedings to mmex the lend for enlarging the barge terminals facilities.
Hearing on the ousting petition has been set for hearing in district court,
July 135th.

seturday the children shouted as usual, playing, but the old folks
were so serious; womem gathered in groups around the multicolored little
homes and disecussed the last move to force them o move to make way for eity
progress, Here and there in the district, the university art students
slotehed the quaint homes of the flat dwellers. Children,who hail every
visitor with shouts and eling to automobiles as they traverse the streets
or follow strangers around shouting questions, rarely imterrupt the art
gtudents,

The people have been told memy times before that they mst move,
but this bime it looks more final,

014 time residents of the flats reoall good old days when the flats

were the secene of many eolorful weddings, an event always to be looked fore
ward Yo and remembered, The dwellers retain their old ecountry ideas of




(Wo date listed, bub probably 1920 or 1931 fron
Trib.)
daneing, eating and drinking at e wedding. The day before the nuptials
were to take place the home of the bride and the surrounding grounds were
gaily decorated with oolored ornaments,

The street was roped off and after the ceremony there was old fashion-

od deneoing to the tunes of an ascordian, a mouth organ and sometimes a #iddle.

Joln liedves, the oldest dweller on the flats, still works daily
for the eity sewer department despite his 78 years, ledveo's hobby is
gathering drift wood from the river which yuns past his back door and sawe
ing and splitting it. This tekes up all his spare time, His baek yard
proves this, because already it is piled high for the ecoming winter. He
heads thres generations ralsed on the flats, IHis married daughter is
Mrs, Frank Harvanko, lost of thom are wapue about where there next home
will be, but when asleed, they say, "uptowm somewhere." ¥rs, Sophie Peterson
says, "we will po quietly - wo don't want no trouble, although it is the only
home most of us have Imowmn in Americea,"

A board of appraisal will be appointed by the ecurt and set a valua-
%ion on the holdings of each individual, Fifteen or twenty hearings will be
held by the board and each property owmer will be given an oppertunity to be

heard.




SOCIAL ETHNICS =
The Wood Catherers of St, Anthomy Falls

By:s Joel Bexton

The Yorthwest Magasine, Jjuly, 1087

G+ Fleischauey

Not far below the 5ts Anthony Malls and in the Hpls. ¢lty liaits, you
can see fram tho bluff on either side, & curicus little village, low down by
the waborts sdges It 18, in fack, 2 villages, for the settleanent is divided
into 2 parts by the Hissiagippi river and each cooupies a shelving flat of land
that extends out not much above the waterts level, Theore are no strests, The
houses are dropped about in a strange fashion and in irregular lines, with mo
reference to a roadway or the pts of compess kmown as the flats. They are
wholly wooden houges and mostly one=story high, untoughed by any other paint
than that of frosts, sun marks and storm stains. They look dingy and fore
lorn in the wxtreme, Thelr contrasts with the high mills and elevators and the
huge eity blocks above them and in plain gight, adds to the feabure of pictures-
quencas which they present, while the white foam of the fells and the lofty
dosoent from the river above, puts in & touch that fulfills the most unique
reguirement of a painter's canvess,

It gsoems like a squalid life that is lived there, but not so barren and
poverty-stricken as one not lmowing might supposes Dwellers in this sprawling
double settlement are not wholly like the yefuse social stratum of the goat=

and shanty towns that colloct sometimes near large ocities. These people are mostly

stoady workers of hard, mamml labors But the children, and the women, whenever
tize permits, gather billets of wood and the refuse of the sesmills that zo
dovn the falls fram the river above.

0f the harvest, from April to November, an almost uninterrupted stregm

coess Slabs, shingles, strips, blocks, boards and sometires emtire logs urry-
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SOCIAL ETHNICS-
The Wood Gatherers of St. Anthony Falls
Bys Joel Benton

Ge Fleischauver

ing down the river can be seen, which is guite rapid at this point and it is
very novel spectacle te see the way they manage to seoure the waluable flotsem
that the waters are always bringing to them at thelr door. Evoryone riding to

Npls, from 5%s Paul, can see them on the car from the windows as they ride over,

They have buklt fras dozens of poinbs on the shoresssetut of thelr own gathered

material, long platforms placed upon rude, low piers, on which they wade to
reach the current. With erocoked aticks or pronged instruments they grasp the
stick of wood that ommes in reach, and land it usually, with much dexterity
upon the platform, then wiat for the next,

Sanetimon they don't got it anmd it goes to the mext wood fisher below
Same sticks go cut of reach of each platform, but hardly andy go out of reach
of the whole group, for they all gather large quantitics and so nearly alike,
it would semm as 1f the river, in a spirit of bvemevolence, sought to do its
duty by the ommers of each platform,

Platforns are of various lengthss Some go only a fow feet fram the shore,
and same appear to be several rods in lemgth, They are strongly placed, and
when piles at the end is too much im the way, other piles are made in the reer
of 1% at different distances, olear back to the shores

iittle boys and girls, 10 to 12 years old are kept fishing for wood and
taldng 1t into the land., When they gather it, they are quite willing to step
out, and are apparently oblized to do so, into the shallow water itself for the
prizes they seeks You see them sitting at the edge of the platforms, or »uming

about the shore with Lare legs, and ready for any water emergency that might




SOCIAL ETINICS =
The Wood Gathereys of St. ‘ntheny Falls
By: Joel Benton

The YNorthwest Magasine, July, 1967

Ge Fleischauer

ccoure This ploturesque labor lrings more wood thean they use, and they have
larpe quantities to sell, 014 men, who can't work at trades make a business
of 1t all year long. One year, an old man took 8500 cords of wood from the
river, Should be worth {3 & cord at least, he figured, no matter in what shape
or irresularity it oomes. At that rate, he could make & respectable salary.
The bluffe muet riso 40 fect above this village; but the falls, as well
as the queer village site below is in the possession of 5%, Anthony Water Power
Cos Cormans, Swedes and Poles live here. The Water Co, will not sell even the
poorest building-lots, but will permit them to build on the water's edge and
charge §1 a month for the use of the ground. This smmall rent, with the ineme
from Che river axd thelr simple way of life, as they have learmed to live 1%,
has made then very thrifty. OSome former villagers have left and put their earne
ings into fazms or better homos; others will graduate the same way. In Deo=
ember, the river platforms are all frosen in, and the children slmte bLebween
them on the ice. The sawllls coage to send down thelr wood at that season
but you see a fow temmstorsz driving to the edge of the east bluff to load wp

wood that a couple of the men below 1lifting wp from a series of platforms bullt

on the side of the bluff for that purposes The product is handled carefully,

although 1t 1s elutched from the riverts bed, for they have gotten it by hard

work and a lot of patience.
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FLAT DWELLERS' RIOT A8 POLICE ATTEMPT OUSTER.

Forty Femilies Surround Officers When Rjection
of 15 Residents Is Attempted.

A riot in which men snd womea {rom pratisally every ome of the
40 femilles in the Mississippl river flats distyict below the
Weshington avenue bridge suouted delisnse at half e dogen
poliecemen resulted from an attempt to ejeet 15 families
Thursday morning.

Things began to warm up shortly after Lieutenant H. M,
Burke gerved & mmicipal courtejection paper for C. H, Smith
on an old womene The woman's neighbors, who have leng
elaimed squatier's righits "to the flats, surrounded Burke and
he wag forced to eall for help.

liore Police Sent.

A patrol wagon with a load of policemen was rushed to the
soene. At almost the samwe time several big moving vans eppeared
at other houses and the workmen began hauling out the furnliture
and loading it wp. The property in which all the bouses stand
is olaimed by Nr. Smith.

Then there was havoe. lNobedy was hurt, but the aly
was filled with epithets and threats and orders.

Injunetion is Served.

Just as the situmtion got genuinely squally, David Lundeen,
lawyer, rushed up and had an injunotion served on the whole
ejection army. This brought an immediate truce. The worimen
earried the MNurmiture back in the house.




Tribune. lay 25, 1923 A. M.
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WIVES HOLD RIVER FLAT HOMES WHEN POLICE ATTEMPT EVICTION.

Squatters Win Temporarily With Writ Oondering Stay of Ejection love.
Residents Refuse to Pay for Ground Lease--(Ordered in Court Tuesday.

Residents of the Mississippi river flats fought for the
quetter govereirnty of their homes wnder the Veshington avenue
pridge Thursday, end emerged temporerily victoriouzl

Women of the flats stood guard over theiy thresholds while
police sttempted to eject them for failure Lo pay remt for the
grounds on which the dwellings stand. A near-rict wms halted
when & seecond court-order was served on pollsce, ordering a stay
of ejeetions.

Second Order Revives Hope.

Purniture from the home of Joseph Filek and from that of
John Medves, ploneer of the river colony, was being piled inte
the moving vans where Mrs. Medves, 57 years old, fainted. Dr.
J. L. Everlof, 1501 washington avenue south, was ealled and the
woman was revived, but she was hysterical wntil the second court
order brought hope that her home might be restored.

Inder the latest order the contending parties must eppear
in mmiecipel court at 10 A+ Me Tuesday, for a determination of
the cese. Title to the property is held by C. H, Smith, Phoenix
buildinge Aeting in his behalf, Clinton A. Rehuke, attomey,
appesred on the flats Thursday moralng with Follee Lieutenandt
H. M, Burke, and served the ejection papers on the squatters.
They protested.
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Angry Women Defy Police.

Mre. Medves barred the door to her home and defied the
police lieutenant to open it The two men tried to forece their
way in, and an angry group of women gathered to give aid to lrs.
Medvee. Finally the door was opened and worlmen began to pile
the furniture into the wan. Before they had completed their
task, David Lundeen appeered and served the second court order.
The furniture went back into the house.

Spokesman for the flat dwellers announsed that whether or
not they are defeated in court, they will refuse to pay the
rent. Rather than this, they announced, the colonists will
tear down their shacks and move away.

Colony 60 Years 0ld.

For nearly 60 years the squatters have settled on the
river shore, have built their homes, ani sach year, during the
spring thaws, have fought against the rising waters of the
Missiselppi.

In 1919 the govermment high dan entered as a factor. At
that time, the land, the rental for which is now in controversy,
was owned by & Mary Leland. In an adjustment for the flowage
rights which were found necessary because of the sonstruction
of the dam, the federal govermment paid $5000 to Mary Leland.
The squatters looked upon the transaction as a purchaseof the
land by the govermment. lMary Leland later transferred her
title to Mre Smith.
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Squatters Refuse to Pay Rent.

Thereafter the dwellers refused to pay remt for the
ground and on August, 8, 1532 Wr. Smith, instituted actiom
in municipal court seeking to colleet the remt or to foree
the residents to move. The case was contimued until September
29, 1922, when Mrs Smith won by default. The flat dwellers
failed to explain the merits they believed was in their cause.

Then followed two court orders of ejection, beth of
which died under the law beeause they were not executed
within 30 days, The third writ was issued Thuraday.

N¥o Lease Signed, Says Spokesman.

"Iiye lived here for 38 years," he sald. "I bought
the place from Mike Balog for §208. I never signed a lease
on the ground, and I don't owe anybody any money for rent
on the place. It's all mine, and not any ome else's."

Similar stories of a determination to fight the sase
were expressed by John Gabrick, 108 Mill street) Mike Sabol,
109 11l street, Mrs. John Harhay, 113 Mill street, Mrs.
Mike Lash, 106 Wood street and MNike Rollins, 79 Wood street.

¥r. Smith eontends that the flatedwellers signed leases
sgreeing to pay rental on the ground., The residents deny the
olaim. And upon the determination of this issue rests the
fate of the river flats.




A penciled note, on article "Dally Newa" in
Tribune files, May 29, 1925. P, M.

Fall, 1836

FBACE, WAR, RESTS ON COURT'S DECREE.

Tenants of Mississippi Bottoms Regard Owners Claim
for Rent as "Inwasion of Territory."

Judgement Day Cowes.

Decision Will Mark Truce or Start of Confliet,
Which May Draw Blood on River Front.

Many wars have been fought to presefve & homeland and the
residents of Minneapolis! "pittle Bohemia"™, some of them
declared Tuesday, are prepared to fight another omes Tuesday
afterncon they were to go into ecourt bvefore Judge Frank E.
Reed ir the latest phase of their omm little confliet.

"The Flats", a level stretch of lowland between the
Mississippl river and & preeipitious bemk, is their homelsnd.
Soms of them have lived there forty years. They built thelr
cwn homes. Rvery spring they fought the lississippl to re-
tain thelr homes. Some of thelr children have been killed
by the "pather of Wators." They have been drivea out time
and timo againe. Thoy lmow what war is. But still they live
there. The flats are "Little Bohemia®™, their homeland.

For many years, since the time when the grandmothers of
the childrem who play aleong the river bauks now first came
there as brides, these people considered the land as theirs.
They 1lived on it rent frees Then, twe years ago, & man
informed them that he had purchased the ground upen which
they had built their homes and they must pay him rent.




A penciled nmote, on article "Daily News", in
rribune files. May 29, 1983. P. M.

Fall, 1939

France, they sald, pays no rent to surrounding countries.
The United States pays no one for its right to exist. Why
should "Little Bohemia™ they asked themselves, pay some strange
man from the elity of L.J.nnaapolia for the privilege of being
"little Bohemia". They paid no rent.

I1ast week, Co H, Buith, i;h:t'cx':','.;f?r"v?-z.' the land,
obtained Jjudgements apeinst the certain residents of the
distriet for beck yenb. Police cofficers started for "Little
Bohenia"™ %o serve papers which meant, as far as these people
wers concerned, "pay or get out.® To them it wes an uswarranted
invasion of territory. Silent, determined; they gathered before
tue gates of their homes yeady, if necessary to fight to the
last brickbet and the last pebdle on the bemch to preserve
their homelanrd .

Just in time 4o avold bloodshed, however, their attorneys
obteined atemporary restraining order which postponed the day
of judgment. Tuesday, the day had come. Attorneys for Mr.
gmith, the owner of the land, end atiormeys for the inhabltants
of "Little Bohemia™ were to appear before Judge Reed to fight,
legelly, & war whizh may be fought illegally.

If Judge Reed vacates the judgwents whish give the owmer
the right to collest or eviet, then the residenmts of the flats
are secure = for a time., But if the gcourt finds that the owner
has a legal right to order them and tiehr houses off the land,
then they can save their homeland ondy by force.

Ehether the court battle will end the wer or start, no one
knows but those who lmow thess dwellers in the lowlands best
hope 1t means peace.
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FLAT SQUATTERS ORDERED TO PAY OR QUIT HOEI:S.
River Land Tevants Defiant as Court Hamds Down Remt Daai.sien.

Residents of the river flats, under the hlhington avenus
bridge must pey remt by tomorrow alght or more.

pefient to the end, the flat-dwellers wers ordered to
"pay or move" when they appeared before Judge Frank B. Reed
in municipal ocourt 'Fneer‘a\, afternoon to fight for what they
declare are their sguatterss righta.

A dozen angry women who insisted that the land was theirs
without rent, protested when Judge Reed gave his decigion.

"o never paid rent," declared the women, "end we are

not going to pay rent."

The eourt oxrder followed eonelusion of a hearing on a
restraining order forbidding C. H. Smith, Phoeaix building,
to ejeoct the squatters from his propertys. Some of the
rentels go back for a peried of six years. They vary from
$16 to $40 a year., Rents due {rom the defendants are
Mrs. Mike lash, §$78.60; Joe Filek, $53; mke Sabal /510
$97.50; John cabriek, .74y Nike Rellins /sie 7 $67.505 ~
Mrse Je Harhay, $§147.60; John larsard, § 50 and Johm
ghedyo, $58. :

last Thursdsy court officers tried to eviet the women
from theiyr homes. The eviction was halted when David Lundeen,
their attorney, obtained arestraining order, calling both
sides in court for a hearing.

Le Roy Bowen counsel for Mr. Smith, asked the flat dweller's
attorney what defense he proposed.

"ell, take one ¢ase, the wan has lived in the plass 38 years,"
was the answer, "he has never paid rent. Many of these people
cannot wnderstand English. When a man has lived there so leng,

1 should think that that's defense."
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"PAY RENT™ ORDER FANS FLAMES IN BOHEMLA.

¥litant Joan of Are Faces Judge Reed with
plashing Eyes and Plea against "Rieh Guys."

war Counclls Held.

*poge Our Homes," Inquisitive Reporter Told;
"gamebody Try Put Us Out, He Find Oub."
By Joan Lloyd.

while the United States observed Nemorial Day, the

*pepublic” of Little Bohemia, with her menfolk home from
their toil in the surrounding provinces of linneapolis and
8t. Paul, was & seething eouldron of speculation as to what
the next move will be in the strife between the "squatters®
ani "the rieh guys" (a Little Bohemlen expression) who have
gone into the courts of Minneapolis %o lay elain to certain
land on the flats upon which these inhabitants of a "little
Ropublic" have built their homes.

Juidge Frani E. Reed in mmiecipal court Tuesday issued a
pendate; "Pay your remt by Thursday might or you'll have to
move," were his words. A dogen women who were reared on the
flats and who are now rearing children of their own in the
game homes sat in the court roome. The judge's words brought
them in a body and in & rush before the bar of justice.

Led by Mrs. J« Harenko, a militant Joan of Are, they faced
the "law" with flashing eyes and quivering lips.

"We never have paid rent,"” said Mrs. Haronko. "Never
one gent. They are our homes. Vhy should (sic) /colums
were pasted together wrong 7 he might be scmewhat Auericanised,
the visitor addressed a question.

"why is everyone so excited?”
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"The little man shrugged his shoulders nenchslantly
but his fase was glum.

"The judge, he say pay monies by Thuraday night or move
outs We say pay monies where. He say that man what say he owm
our land. That is not rights Why we pay that man for let us
live in our homes? Huh? Some dese people, dey say dey pay no
monies. 1 say I pay like other peoples in dis country. But
whys 1 make some fella rich when he don't own my home. I
dontt Imow what we do." ™YOU GET OUT."

pefore the little man has finished his oration, a pock-
marked fellow with Herculean shoulders and the biggest fists the
reporter had ever seen, joined the meeting. He was followed by
several women and ehildren. He stepped up very clase, too
close really, to the inguiring reporter.

"Hey, wal you do down here? You one of dose rish guys try
to drive ue out our homes, hey? Yah, you make fool of us, you
ttinke You seci You get ocub. Dese our homes. Somebody try
put us out. He find out. We stay here."

The women nodded their heads in wnanimous aecord. One
smell boy, eatching the reporterts eye, stuek out his tongue and
shook his fist. Several other children, immediately inspired,
followed sult. The little man, evidently averse to such
beligerent tactliecs, was ineclined to state the emse of Little
Bohemia more explicitly and peacefully.

"Listen,"™ said he, "I got back my house say we live here
30 years then this land ocurs. No man can take.  Seme a8 home~-
steads The judige he is not right. We dont't want fight. But
we not give our homes. Some guy wat don't have no right.”

Be got no further. The boy with the beefy shoulders and
an admiring coterie broke up the conference.
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"Hey you, we stay here, see. Dese our homes.
We keep "em. You gel out." His fists looked very
large and firme The reporter began to think he
waan't weloome in Little Bohemia.

He left. As he pretreated past a homely
1little garden gate an old women remarked very
sudibly, "You come down here agaim, ms shoot
you."
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40 RIVER FLAT FAMILIES DEFY OUSTER ORDER.

Refuse to Move or Pay Rentj
Renew Attempt to Restrain Eviction.

Fathers at Home on Lookout Against any Attempt to Oust.

Forty families living on the river flats beneath the
Washington avenue bridge defiantly refused %o earry out a
court order to move or pay remt. Thursday morning while
their attorneys attempted to get mnother court order
restraining the police from evicting the flat dwellers.

. ®ghey will mot abide by the sourtorder, and refuse
to either move or pay rent.,” David Lundesn attorney for
20 femilies, said Thursday morning. “The time for either
paying the rent or moving will be up at midnight« At noon
none of the families has taken steps to go do either."

Injungtion to be Sought.

jr. lLundeen explained thet an attempt would be made
late Thursday to obtain a court order temporarily restraining
any eviction proceedings. This step will be pending appeal
of the case.

Fow of the heads of the 40 families went to work Thursday
moyrming. They remlined at their homes, and throughout the day
have constamtly been on the lookout for anyone who might
attempt to eviet their families. They polut to the fact
that some of the femilies bave lived in "Bohemian Flats®
for more than forty years, and have never paid remt to

lanOd‘Jo
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Police Prepared to Act.

Lieutenant Harry Burke of the poliee department who
experienced trouble attempting o eviet o family on a
court order a week ago, said Thursday morming that he was
prepared to oayry out gourt orders. s will be ascoupanied
by & debail of the polise if another vlslt Yo the Flats
is made necessarys

sourt sction Tuesday came when em atiorney representing
Ce H, Smith, who owns a portion of the land, attempted to
gollect remts. Judge Reed in munieipal court dismissed
a temporary order restraining Swith's attormey frem
evlleeting rents and gave the flat dwellers 40 hours
to either pay or move.
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NYE HALTS RIVER FLATS' EVICTIONS PENDING HEARING

with all efforts at eviction of the river flats dwellers
halted by order of Judge Nye until the hearing scheduled for
June 15, David Lundeen Tuesday filed additional suites in
Hennepin county distriet court in a move to claim title
to the river land on behalf of hies elientss The new suits
were filed on behalf of Joe Filek, John Gabrick, Mike
Rollins, lrs. Mike lash, and Joln Blaskoe The first sult
was filed last week on behalf of John Medvec, 78 Cooper 8t.,
who declares he has lived at the same house for 40 years and
never pald rent for the land., C. H., Smith, Fhoenix Building,
is made defendant in the suits, as he is owner of reecord
in the county auditor's office.
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COURT DECISION HALTS EVICTION.

pwellers Must File Surety Bond by July 8 or Move Homes.
Trial due to come up in 14 MNomths, But Case may be Advanced.

Residents of the Mississippi river flats under the
Washington avenue bridge were glven another breathing spell
Friday afternoon when Judge George W. Buffington in Hemmepin
county district court issued an order to halt any evictions

By that day each of the flat dwellers who is fighting for
title to-the land on which he has built his home must have put
up & surety bond of §260 to guarantee payment of back rent

gshould the case be decided against them on its merit.
Two Ways to Celebrate.

If the bond is put up they can celebrate July 4 by preparing
to fight in court to prove they are the true owmers of the land.
If they do not put up bond, Judge Buffington's order is
sutomatically cacated, and they may celebrate July 4 in pre-
paring to leave thelr river homes beeause authority to eviet
will then go into effect.

Protesting against the efforts of flat dwellers to “avold
payment of rents® as he calls it, Le Roy Bowen, attorney for
Ce H, Smith, who is the owner of record of the land in questionm,
declared "that the whole thing is a harassing litigation and
there's nothing to it." Teking issue with Bowen, David Lundeen,
opposing attorney, declared that the residents are proseeding in
good faith in the case because they homestly belleve that their
temacy over a period of years rent free makes title to the land
theirs, Mr. Bowen, however, agreed with lMr. lundeen in favor of
puffington's order.
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Decision Pleases Dwellers.

The case came into court Friday P, M, as a result of
an order previously issued by Judge Frank li, Nye ealling
upon Wr, Smith to show cause why the flat dwellers should not
be declared true owmers of title 4o the land.

A seore of men and women of the flata were in court
while the attorneys argued, and they showed thenselves
highly plessed when Judge Buffington issued the order.
Assistant City attormey John 0'Domnell, who went with
¥ayor Leach to the flats for a hearing recently, was in
gourt also but took no part in the arguments.

Triel of the case on its merits, to deteruine who is the
true owmer of the land in question, under ordinary ciroumstances
cannot begin for apps 14 moe. because of the erowied calander,
but Judge Buffington suggested thet if it wes found necessary
the case might be advanced for earlier trial.
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"pown in Little Boheomin where the Mississippi River jostles little
red and green and drab houses on one #ide of the bluffs crowd down on the
other side, they begin to wonder what next legel rights will bring them in
fights for thelr homes.

"Last winter, Ce ils Gmith brought aotions to disposess 18 of them
for not paying rents They resisted and prefused to move.

"lext battle was fought Dists Judge Geos We Bulfington, when by agree~
ment en injunction was granted, permitting the dwellers to retain their homes
pending trial of their court sctious, brought to quiet title, in the event they
could raise bond of $280 esch to protect Smith from loss of rents.

"rifty families were represented in the total 21,750 when seven of the
elght families furnished the bonds required.

¥re. John liarhay, a widow, ocouldn't make it, so she vacated her home,
wont to live with a neighbor and offered it for sales It is still for sale."
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Vedveo's case first of seven to be fought in court te prove he hed a

squatter's right to his cottage. "I bought that little house on Nay, 1884,

Yedvee says, his big mustache quivering with agitatione "I pald 8210 for 1%,

but never paid for the lands I'm there all the time, I wove in the spring
because the river rolls over my floors 1 raised ny family theres" (Other
defendants were John Blasko, Joe Felik, John Gabriek, Mrse Mile Leash, Mike

Rollinse)
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Soared, paid rent, says river folks Dwellers testify that money was
paid by wowmen under coerciois

Small payments were made to Cs He Smith real estete dealer who is
owneyr of record of the property on which they live, but the payments were made
only under eocercion and they have maintained undisputed possession of the land
for more then 40 years, they testify im their fight for #itle to the land.
John Medvec, 70 years old, seid he lived there since l834eeeand never paid any
rent exeept when his wife was frightened by an attorney for lre Lmith,; so that

8.6 pui.i hin S6e That was in 1020

Mike Ssbol sold Nedvec the housesses88id his wife prid 2« (e Rehnke,

attorney for Smith £40 in 1820 "becmuse she was frightened."

SRRy
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SCARED, PAID RENT SAY RIVER FOLK.
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"Residents of the {lats »++ have mmde small payments to
He Smith, real estate dealer, who is the owner of record of
he propeyby lo whieh they live, but the payments were mede
1y vader coercion and they have maintained undisputed
ssosaion of the land for more than 40 wears, they testified
digtriet court, in the ¢ of their fight for title
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"rthe high point of testimony lor the flat dwellers, in
trial of the first of sevea actions they have brought for une
disputed title to the property, was evidence given by John ledvea

8io 7 agen 70, of 76 Cooper street, who said he bought the house
ocoupies in 1884 and las lived there ever since.

"1gvery spriag, 1 had to move out when the water came up,’'
he saids 'But I have lived there always, and I brought my family
up there, tooe 1 never pald any rent, except when my wife was
frightened by an attorney for Mr. Smith so she paid hin §6.

That was in 1520,

"Mike Sabol, 109 Mill street, who sold liedvec the house at
78 Cooper etreet, testified that he had never pald remt, but that
his wife paid A+ Ce Rehnke, attornmey for Mre. Smith, $40 in 1920,
'because she was frightened.'"

"rhe courtroom was orowded by flat dwellers, who expest the
cage brought by Medvee to be a test as to their own rights under
similar conditions."”
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SQUATTERS OPEN FIGHT TO PROVE TITLE TO HOMES.

Flat Dwellers Under Bridge Will Try %o Show Pre~emption Rights.
Two Claim Purchases in 1884 and Call Recent Payments Coereion.

Flat dwellers under the Washington avenue bridge opened thelr
fight to obtain title to their homes under the rule of squatter's
rights before Judge We Co Leary in digtrict court Friday. 4

John Medves, TQ years old, residing at 78 Cooper street, as
the first witness declared that he bought his property on May &,
1884, and never has recognized anyone's right to collect rent.
Mike Sabol, 109 Mill street, who degclared himself the father
of seven children, entered a similar statement. Both declared
that they belioved themselves owmers of land,

Both, however, admitted payments had been made. ledvee
admitted that his daughter made a payment of §5 to A« C« Rehnke,
attorney for C. H, Smith, who is owner of record of the property,
and Sabol admitted his wife made a payment of §40 to Rehnke in 1920.
Both men, however, insisted thut they did not understand the
payment was for rent, but besause the women had been frightened
into payment,

The aim of Le Roy Bowen, attorney for Smith, is to show
payments of rent in an effort to establish that the flat~
dwellers recognized Smith's claims. On the other hand,
David lundeen, as attorney for the residents, sought to show
that the flat=-dwellers lived on the property in defianse of
any claiments.

The case will be resumed at 2 o'eclock Monday afternoon.
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BOUGHT RIVER FLAY IN '84, BAYS WITNESS.
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FLAT DWELLERS WIN POINT IN SUIT FOR TITLE.
Judge Denies Defendant's lotion to Diswiss River lLend Case.

rrial to be Resumed this Morning before Judge We C. Leary.

Residents of the river flats under the Washington avenue
bridge won the first rownd of their fight for title to the
ground on whieh their homes are built whem Judge We Co loary
denied & motion to dismiss the case in district court Monday
afternoon.

. Arguments for dismisssl were made by Le Rey Bowen on
behalf of Ce He Smith, the defendant im the aetiom, who is the

owner of record of the property. His contention was that
adverse possession required for establishment of title over a
15 year period, on the part of the dwellers, had not been
shown. David Lundeen, a8 attormey for the flat-dwellers,
urged against the motiom, snd Judge Leary ordered the defense
to go ahead with ite case after denylng the motion to dismiss.

Thmfor of Property

Ce Co Loland then took the stand to testify that he and
his wife, Mery Leland, were the owners of recoxd of the land
from 1884 to 1921, and thet they had obtained it through
purchase from Dorilus Norrison, pioneer lMimneapclitsn. In
1921 the Lelands sold the property to Mr. Smith, he testified.
¥r. Smith is now owner of reeord of the flat property.

The present action involves title to the property on which
stands the homes of John Medves, 78 Cooper Stroet, and Mike
gabel, 109 M1l Street. Both these men in testimomy Friday
declared that they never pald remt and never recognized anyone's
right to the grownd, unless it was the United States Govermment.
They sald they never paid any taxes on this property.
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Title Traced from Us Bs |

In testimony Monday, however, irs lLeland showed
regord of an abstrast to the land, which traged it from
the government's grant to C. C. and W. Ds Washbura,
and through Mr. Morrison to him. He testified
that he himself had plotted the ground in the 80's.

Trial of the ecase is to Le resumed before Judge
Leary at © As Me today. It is understood that a
decision in the Medvee & Sabol cases will be taken
a8 holding for five others penmding in court and '
about & soore or moré of dthers over which litigation
was in prospecte.
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TESTIMONY IN SQUATTER'S SUIT
FOR TITLE TO RIVER FIATS IS CONCLUDED.

Testirony in the suit brought by residents of the
river flats under the Washington avenue bridge to establish
title to the land on which theiy homes are built was closed
before Judge W. Ce Leary in Hemnepin County, distriet court
QOYo Pe Ms

By temorrow or the next day the flat dwellers will
know whether the land is theirs or whether it belongs to
Ce H, Smith, omer of record, and they mst pay rent.
Bonds are on deposit with Welter Ryberg, clerk of the
distriet eourt, to guarantee the back rent should the
eourt favor Mr. Smith's e¢laim. If the court deeides in
favor of the flat-dwellers the bond money is to be
returned to them.

Testimoney in the ease traced the history of the
river distriet from the time of its grant by the
government down through the ownership of reeord by John
Leland and Nargaret Leland to Mr. Smith. The flat
dwellers elaim title through squatter's rights.




Hovember 14, 1923, Journal

Distriet Judge We Cy Leary ruled they must pay rent or move.
Medveo lived there 37 years without rents BSabolss.256 years.
Excited groups of river flat women gathered in the backyards of
their weather stained shacks ms news of the ruling spread thru
the Cabbage Patchs

“lie won't move, and we won't pay," they declareds Nilitant
housewives clenched their broom handles as they talked it overs They
would battle attempts to evict them with breoms and mops, they declared,
as they waited anxiously for the men folk to return from the mille and
factory.

Court gave them 30 days grace to pay or move.

John Hedveo says, "We built this house and it belongs to uss The
land belongs to the river--if anybody. That's the property of the govermment.
We'll pay taxes, but it isn't fair to ask rent from a riverbed."

Mres Annle Romado, next door to Medveo, said the ocity gave Henry Pord
the right to flood the land; by wirtue of this act, showed who really owned the
flats.

"We'd pay the eity willingly, They give us two are lights and a
fire hydrants and schools for our children. If they push their claim for
rent, 1'1]l ask dammges for the floods that made us live in the upstairs

during the spring and turn the street intc « lake or Ce }s Smith real estate

operator who owned the land, showed clear title extending baok 50 yours.
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COURT DECIDES DWELLERS DO NOT OWN FLATS UNDER BRIDGE.

Residents of Minneapolis' so called "Little Bohemia™ under
the Washington avenue Lridge must either pay rent for the land
on which thelr hones are or move.

In a decision filed in Hemvepin county district sourt
Wednesday morning, Judge We C« Leary ruled that C. H, 8nith,
realty main in the Phoemix building, is the true owner of the
land, and that the elaim of the titls by squatters' rights put
forth by the flat=dwellers is without foundationj that they
were not in "defiant possession” for a necessary 15 years.

Ends Long Controversys.

The decision of Judge Leary virtually termminates a
controversy of several yeart's standing, colored by a neareriot
lasgt summer when women of the flats magsed to repel municipal
court officers who ecame t¢o oust them for failure to pay rent.

The action in distriet court was brought by the flat
dwellers to establish title to the land by adverse possession,
Seven ceses were brought in, but only two were tried and the
results were made cinding on the other five by stipulation of
oppesing counsels The cases tried were those of John ledves,
78 Cooper street and Mike Sabol, 109 ill street. Both of
these men on the witness stand desclared that they had never
recognized Smith's right to the reat, but the testimony showed
that women members of the family had pald out rent money at
various times.




Tribunes November 14, 1923. P. M.

Fall, 1939

Women Fight Officers.

Mr. Smith, as owmner of veeord of the property, obtained e
judgment against each of the defendants in municipal court for
rent due, and whon refusal of payment continued, court officers
finally moved down to the flats, and besan to take furniture out
of the Medvee home and load it into a van, Women at the time
quickly gathered and fought to hold back the moving men end the
of ficers: A riot eall was turned in, and e host of polige from
the South side station dispatehea to the scens, Just as the
police arrived, devid Lundeen, attorney for the flat-dwellers,
also arrived with another mmiocipal oourt crder staying the
ousting estion.

The sase then was transferred to district court and Judge
Buffington ordered a stay in all proceedings pending trial of
the title action on 1ts merits, but the flat-dwellers were
obliged to put up deposits of §250 each to guarantee rentals
should the fimal gourt action go agalnst them.

Rents Ordered Paild.

The rentals, comparatively small sums, have been in arrear
for approximately four or five years, in some of the cases,
ascording to the attornmeys. The order of Juige Leary Wednesday
calls for payment of the various remtals to date as follows:

Joh,n Fadwﬂ AaessERVEIBEBRBRNEE $139

L:iko sabol AP PR PRI RRPREROIRSNYESY $110

Nik& R°111n8 FrTeRNBERERROERERS IR @ 79

Joe E‘elik A A AR REER R RS R R RN E R N $ 62

JO.hn Blasko sscssseavsssvesvss * 31

Krﬂo mk& I“h SV BReREIRAODEERS $ 80

John Gabrie sscsesncsscssessos $ 86

The order of the court granted a stay of 30 days.
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Smith Traces Cwmership.

Thether there will be an sppeal from the order, Mre
Iundeen declared he was not prepared 4o say sineed he had
had no opportunity of conferring with his ellents. It 1a
estimted that more than 20 similar cases which have not
reached the stage of ocourt aotion will be settled belween
the contending parties on the baslis of Judge leary's
decisione

County records, as brought out in the trial, show
that Mr. Smith purghased the property from John and Mary
Ieland, and the lelands obtained it from Dorilus lMorrisem,

Mimneapolis pioneer, who, in turn, obtained it from the
Washburns. The record tresed the owmership %o an original
government gran’,
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SQUATTERS 1HSE FIGHT TO RESIDE ON RIVER FLATS.
Judge leery Rules Dwellers Must Pay Rent or Move Qut.

Sguatters on the Mississippi river {lats below the
Washing ton avenue bridge Wednesdey lost their fight te
retain rent-free possession of their homes and lands.

Distriet Judge W. Co Leary, in a decision filed Wednesday
Ae M. ruled that the true owner of the land is C. H, Smith,
real estate dealer, and ordered the members of "rittle
Bohemia" eolony to pay their remt. The decision ended in a
controversy of several years' standing which came to a head
last swmer when women of The Flats massed to repel attacks of
municipal officers who had eome to oust them for failure %o
pay rent. 4

The order of Judge Leary called for the following payment
of rents; John Madvee /siec /, $139; Mike Sabel, $110;
Mike Rollins, §753 Joe Felik, §62; Jolmn Blalco,‘§31: urs Mike
Lash, $80; and John Cabric, §$86.

the decision may be used as a basis in settling a dispute
between the Board of Fdusation and Bartholomew Kemnedy who
claims possession of a part of the athletie field of South High
School. When the school board attempted to build a fenee on
the property several years ago, Kemmedy objected on the grounds
that the land purchased by the board was his by right of
adverse possession.
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As a landlord, the oity of Nimneapolis has fallen down on the Job

by failing to eollect its rent., Only one in six femilies in City River Flat

pay house rents Charge that one side of street is taxed while the other side
goes free.

The tenants are one workmesn in oity's employment, twe janitors, in
the 0ld Federal Puilding, and three foundry workers or mill employees,

The man employed by the city pays them six dollars a month for rent.
The eity gets no taxes for the property because the property belongs to the
eitye Jiouses are on Z2nd St. between Washington Avenue and 3rd Ste

Alderman John Peterscn of 6th Ward (who takee ecare of this vicinity)
explained that the property had been purchased for the eity's coanl terminal,
but ne river improvements hed been carried oute "Families have come and gone

and we haven't kept much record of who occupies those houses,” he said.
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SQUATTERS QUIT FIGHT IN COURY FOR FREE RENT.

River Flat Dwellers Drop Sult to Pay Back Dues.

Squatters of the river flats below the Washington evenue
bridge Friday abandoned the fight to stay on the land, rent=free.
They ennounced their inteontion to pay up back rent to
Cs Hy Bwith, whom the ecourts have given the title of cwnep,

and steay vhere they ere, contimuing to pavy rent.

A Tew weeks epo, the squatters lost their case in distriect
eourt by Devid Lundeen, attorney, for the {iat dwellers, and
Cs A« Rehnke, attorney for Smith, by which the {lat-~dwellers
abandoned theiyr eppesl.

Judgment Entered.

Friday worning, judpgments were entered with the elerk of
distriet court by David Lundeen, attormey for the flat-dwellers,
and Ce &, Relnke, attorney for Smith, by which the flat-dwellers
abandonded thely eppeal.

Back rents due Smith will be paid out of m sum to which seven
of the flat~dwellerp pald $260 ench as a guarantee vo the court
that the rent would be paid if Smith won the ¢ase.

About 30 ether squatters who were not in court, but whose
rights to the land were denled by ecourt's deelsion, will also
pay up bask rent, it is expeeted. MNost of the rents amount te
§12 to $15 a yoar,




Novenber 30, 1023. Jownal

Squatters dropped plans for an appeal to higher court and peid back
rent totaling §572 and agreed to pay rent regularlys David Lundeen, attorney

for 7 dwellers esked the Hemmepin County Distriet Court to give them title to

the land under “squatier's rights." lie signed a stipulation by which his

elients agreed to pay back rent, plus court costs totaling §110,06 fron $250
bonds whioch each gave to chiain & court trisls DBalance of bonds is to be

repaid by the tenanta.
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SQUATTERS DROP FICHT FOR RENT=-FREE HANDS
ON PROPERTY UNDER BRIDGE.

Seven squatters on the river flats below the Washington
avenue bridge Friday abandoned their fight for rent free
land when they rejected their right to appeal a court decision
awarding the land title to C. H. Smithe They announced they
would pay up back rent and continue %o oecoupy their homes at
rentals ranging from $12 to {18 a year. The seven who will
pay Suith the back rent are John Blasko, John Nedvec, lMike
Rolling, Joe Felik, lrs. Mike Iash, Mlke Sabel, and John
Gabricke.
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LIFE ON RIVER FLATS LOSES SAVCRj
FOURTH OF POPULATION GONE.

It appears that life down om the Mississlippi river flats
nowadays "ain't so niee like it used to be."

Fat geese and fet children and fat pupples still waddle
contendedly about in the rich black March mud. Square fased
Gzech mothers, with little white shawls over their heeds and
exotically dressed infants in their arms, still chatter sociably
from fenge to fence. And yet - lif'e on the river flats seems
to have lost something of its savor.

Spring is coming to the river flatse=spring without e flood.
The river is so low now that you ean almost wade meross. It looks
as though it were not more than half as wide as it was a year ago
at this time, and ewven a year ago there was mo flood. Spring is
coidng and soon the bluffs aeross the river will be soft and
feathery and green = "just like in the old country.” But this
prospest arouses no gaity in the hearts of the river flatters.

Something Has Gone.

Spring is coming with Italisn skies and floods of goldem
sunlight and warm friendly dust to replace the snow and mud.
Already two shimy new Fords have found homes on the river flats.
And they're tearing down the Northern Pacifiec railrosd bridge
that used to frown down upon the little blue and green and
salmon houses. That ought to let in & lob more spring sunshine.
Everybody ought to be happy, and yet something has gone from the
river flats--somsthing ineluding about one=fourth of the
population.
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All along the narrow cluttered streets of the river flats
thie spring you'll see wacant houses. That robin's egg blue
house with the red and yellow window sashes you can plek it out
from the street car window as you eross the Washington aveme
bridge=The windows that used to look so gay with their flower
plants stare at you lonesomely as you pasa.

inphy, too, is the smug little brown house with the wide
poreh and the green window sashes, down where the water's edge
used to be. Bo is the gray eabin with the sky blue door that
8. Chatwood Burton, the artist from the University used to have
for his studio. The salmon pink house with the green window
sashed is not to get a new coat of paint this year. There's a
"For Sale" sign on the qualnt dark little grosery store, and a
spirit of moving in the air.

Hot that the inhebitante of the river flats will admit that
anybody's moving out, at least not adult inhabitants. Johm
Medvoe /§le 7 the Elder, spokesman for the squatters in their
long fight sgainst paylng rent, a fight which is now before
supreme court after having gone against them in the distriect
court, will look surprised if you mention it to him.

All Profess Ignorance.

"Moving out?™ he repeats with a 1ift of his shaggy white
eysbrows. "Moving out? Where'd you hear anybody was moving out?®

Amnie Rollins' rosy-faced mother shakes her head when you
put the question to her and gshows her even white teeth in a
perplexed smile. f ]

"I o understand English so good,™ she amiably announced.
The girl in the groecery store regaurds you stolidly across

the pink=frosted ecup cakes. "I don't Luow maything about it."
she says primly. ‘
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After their case was decided sgainst them in the district
sourt, residents of the river flats peaid up their reats %o the
owner of the property. Some of them had to pay quite & sum in
back rents. Maybe they decided that it wasn't worth it. Might
ask John ledves /8ie 7 the Elder. You'll find him any morning
nowsdays busy with bFoom and rake, cleaning up the 0ld World
courtyard back of his house. Children, geese and puppies mingle
in amiable confusion about his feel.

"How about?" you aske "Is it the rents that make the
people move away?"

"pents?! What you mean? We pay our remts now," he'll
reply with an innocent looks "People move out? Maybe, I
don't know nothing about it. iﬁ‘io_'f .

Mmybe it?s the flood," you suggest. ®Think you're going
4o have & {lood this yeari"

John pushes his cap back end runs his fingers through his
thick gray halr.

tplood? Maybe," he observes, nonwcommittaly. "Paybe we
get a flood,."”

"put the river's lower this yeer than ite ever been before,
ien't it?" you protvest.

Pay Rents Just the Same.

"yah but you just wailt ¢ill Aprile. Then see. lMaybe we get
a flood, but we pay remts just the same. laybe we get a flood.
Maybe we have to move out, stay a week, lose a lot of chickens,
all cateh cold, == then see if we got to pay rent just the same,
Sure we do."
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Annie fz?ic 7 Rollins' young sister, who is seven and goes %o
school, has another idea., Amie and hey father and mother and the
rest of the young Rellinses live right under the railroead bridge.
The houses on either side of them are wacant.

"mybe we gotte move because things will fall off the bridge
when they tear it dowmn," Amnle's young sister pipes up. "My
mother says maybe pleces of iron will full down on our houses.
We dontt like it. Sure lots of people are afraid. They move
uptown.”

Aunie's mother enters the conversation at this point. "No,
she says, shakiag her head, "No."

“Phtl" I live here already when they bullt that bridge, says

John Nedvoe /Sic 7 the elder /sie 7. They never drop mothing.
Hobody move Tor That." g

Little Girle Explain.

Two bobbed haired little girls about 10 and 12 years old
were raking sway for dear life in the yard next door to the
Rollingses Wed. morainge.

"Getting ready to meke a garden?®

7

"New, we're just having fun. Nobody lives here.®

"lots of people moving uptomm, eh?"

#Uh=huh.*

Uyhatts the matter? Is it the rents? Or is it becauss
they're afraid things will fall on them from the bridge?®
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"yaybe, but that ain't all. This plase ain't so nige
1ike 1% uged to h2. It's getting different. People
don't like it no more."

"phink you're going to have e« flood this yeart®

The 12 yeer old girl pushed her hair out of her eyes
end looked disconsolately out at a narrow river. "Naw, ®
ghe sighed, "Nothing ever happens here no more."
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LIFE ON RIVER FLATS LOSES SAVORj; FOURTH OF POPULATION GONE.
(rmespolis Tribune, March 26, 1924,)

It appears that life down on the Mississippi river flats nowadays
"ain't so nice like it used to be,"

Pat geese and fat ohildren and fat puppies still waddle contented-
1y ebout in the rich black March mud, Square faced Csech mothers, with
1ittle white shawls over their heands and exotically dressed infants in
their arms, still ehatter sociably from fence to fomsce. And yet - life
on the river flats seems to have lost something of its savor,

Spring is coming to the river flats ~ spring without a flocd. The
river iz o low now that you can almost wade meross. Tt lecks ag though
1% were not more than half as wide as it was a year age at this tive, and
even a year azo there was no flood,

Spring is coming end soon the bluffs aeross the river will be soft
ead feathery and green - “just like the old ecountry." But this prospect
arouses no galty in the hearts of the river flatbters,

Spring is coming with Italian skles snd floods of golden sunlight
and warn friendly dust to replace the snow and mud. Already two shiny new
Fords have found homes on the river flats. And they're tearing down the
Worthern Pacifie railroad bridge that used to frown down upon the little
blue and green and galmon houses. That ought to let in a lot more spring
sushine. BEverybody ought to be happy, and yet something has gone from
the river flats - something, including about one~fourth of the population.

All along the narrow eluttered streets of the viver flats this
spring you'll see wvacant houses., That robin's egg blue house with the red
and yellow window saghes - you ean piek it out from the street car window
as you pass, is empby now. Empby %oo, is the smug little brown house with

the wide porch and green window sashes, down where the water's edge used %o
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be. So is the gray cabin with the sky blue door that S, Chatwood Burbon,
the artist from the University used to have for his studio, The salmon
pink house with the green window sashes is not %o get a new :;:k of paint
this year, Ther8Sa a YFor Sale" sign on the quaint dark little grosery

store, and a epirit of moving is in the air,

(At this time, the long fight against paying rent is before the
Suprem® Court, having gone against them in District Court. No adult will
adnit they are moving.)

After their case was decided against them in Distriet Court, real-
donts on the river flats paid up their rents to the owner of the property.
Some of them had to pay gquite a sum in back rents, Maybe they decided it
wasn't worth it.
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Dopember O, 1924 Journal

Five ol seven tenants on 2dind Aves bLe have Lo pay reni

Three will be charged f1& enchs

*wo who live in shacks &6 sanchs

Ono already pays §6+ Fis rate will stay the same.

A widow now being supported by charity can stay without paying,

it wvas ruled.

L LR L
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ALDERMEN ACT T0 COLLECT RENT ON CITY PROFERTY.

Ocoupants of River Homes Do Not Pay, Committee Learns.

Investigation by James G. Houghton, bullding inspestor, and
by the elalms divisiom of the legal department, shows that
tenants occupylng six city-owned dwellings oun property purchased
for river terminal uses are paying no rent to the eity, ascording
to reports submitted to the souneil committee on efficlency and
eoonomy Friday. One tenant has been paying the eity $6 monthly
rental «

After considering all the sircumstances the committee

recommended that the §6-a month tenart contimue to pay the same
rental; thet temants of two other houses pay §15 a month, and
that tenants of three houses pay $12 a momthe A eity-owned
shack on the property, ocoupied by & widow, will draw no rental,
if the committee's recommendations are approved by the counsil.

The commities recommended that Fred Gram, purchasing agent
and Horace Johnson, auditor in the olty comptroller's office,
gonfer with concerns selling materials and merchandise to the
eity and ascertain if they are willing to extend the 2 per cent
discount for cash in 10 days to 15 days.

It was recommended by the committee that heads of
departments and other oity employees whose duty it is to approve
in voices of purchases sign the invoises promptly and retwrn
them to the eity comptrollerts offise in order that the eity
can take advantage of the 2 per cent discount. Delays in
signing invoices have lost the city the discount in many
instances, Mr. Johnson told the committee.
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LEACH HEARS SQUATTER'S STORY
1IN VISIT TO RIVER FLAT HOMES,

Women and Children Crowl Small Street
as Isaders of Colony Discuss Evighbion Sultiw=
¥ayor Assures Square Deal for Shirt-gleeved Conferees.

powm on the river flats, under the Washington avenue
bridge, the shildren were allowed out-doors half an hour later
than usual Thursday night.

Inside the salmon=colored houses, end the sky blue houses,
and the wnpeinted houses with red doors, there was much
jubilant conversation. There was a ring of triumph even in the
barking of the dogs, and the geese eackled complagently as they
waddled homeward in the dusk.

The residents of the flats were selebrating two hiastorie
and auspicious events in the long {fight of the squatters to re-
tain, rent-fyeeé, their homes on the river front.

Win Restreining Order.

Oon the last day of grace granted them by mmicipal eourt for
payment of their ground rent, Judge Frank M, Nye in Hemnepin
County distriet eourt Thursday signed an order restraining
mmicipal authorities from driving them out == for the tine
being, et least. That was one event.

The other was & visit from the mayor of Mimneapolis. Straw
het on the back of his head, half smoked eigar between his
fingers, he talked things over with them, heard their side of the
story, made a specch in which he assured them a square deal ==
and had his pieture takem with half of the juvemlle pepulation
hanging onto his coattalls.
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¥ayor Appears Unarnounced.

maken all in all, it was a larger might. Not every night
does & mayor pay a visit to the river flats. leny of the
residents saw Mayor Leash for the first tine Thursday night whem,
unannouneed, he appeared among thems No public sgpcakor ==
not even Wm. Jeanings Rryan, his palmiest days == ever had &
more attentive audleuce. :

Theytd just had supper down on the flats, and the shirt-
sleeved males had gathered in frout of Johm Medveo's house %o
discuss Judge Nyets order, when the mayor's long grey touring
ear polred its nose around the curve in the road at the top
of the hill,

Children Wave lLeash Banners.

Inside of three minutes, apparantly, everybedy in Little
Bohemia had been informed of hie arriwval. Inside of five
minutes children were out == waving flags and banners on whieh
had been printed, hastily perhaps, but with obvious enthusiasm,
the slogan: "Vote for Mayor GEORGE E., LEACH."

While the ehildren erowded about; and the dogs managed te
get into everybody's way, while hunting for their masters shoes
o 1liek, and while mothers appeared from all direetions with
exotieally clad infants ian their arms, Mayor Lsach talked things
over with Medves and John Harvenke and other community leaders.
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Lesders Diseuss Evietion

"We don't expeot to live here for nothing, and we don'g
want to cheat anybody, but we think wetve got some rights.
Harvenko argued == "We'd like to imow what right they think they
got to throw us out of these howes. I was born here. §o were
many of my neighbors. We aintt going to be throwed out with-
out a fight,

"I've come down here to hear your side of the story,"
Mayor Leaeh sald,

"1 don't ‘mow whether you've got a right to stay or not,
but anyhow ['m here to tell you youtll get a square deal. 1If
you have a right to stay here, I'm going %o do everything in my
power Lo see that you are not molested.

vieite Medveotle Mother.

Followed by the crowd, Mayor Leaeh =~ still talking with
Medvee and Harvenko == led the way to ledvec's house. There,
close by the waters' edge, with the geunt black railroad bridge
high overhead, he lad a visit with Medves's mother.

irs. hedvee was among those whom police severel days ago
ordered to move out for feilure to pay her ground rent. MNedves
charges that they struck her, bruising her so badly that he
had to eall a Dr. She was so startled Thursdey might, however,
at the sudden appearance of the Mayor on her baek poreh, that
she had comparatively little to say.
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0ld and Young Gather.

For a quarter of an hour pérhaps, she and the lMayor visited--
while pecple continued to appear from the bright-colored houses
along the water front. 01d women with white handkershiefs over
their heads =~ here a bobbed~haired flapper in a periwinkle blue
tweed suit == men in blue work shirts, hats pulled low over their
soowling feces -~ children, children, everywhere.

"where's he?" they demanded. "That's him? Straw hat?
Eh? Huhl®

Far off, up in the air, tiny yellow street cars orept
noiselessly across the Washington avenue bridge, from one
towdring green bank to the others The settlement is in
Minneapolis =~ and yet thousends of miles awny.

O'Donnell Explains Case.

John T. O0'Domnell, assistant e¢ity attorney, who ascompanied
the mayor on his visit, made a speesh in which he explained to
the squatters the standing of their esse in the ecourts.

Judge lye's order, he explained, oalls upon the plaintiff
and owner of the property, C. H, Smith, to come into distriet
sourt June 16 and show cause why the present dwellers should
not be deelared entitled to the lands on which they have built
their homes. On behalf of the flat-dwellers, thelr attornsy
David Lundeen, filed suit in distriet court Thursday to settle
the title of the river property in question. The Squatters
maintain that they had adverse possession of the property for
many years, that they have pald rent to nobedy, and that
therefore the title to the land is justly theirs.

Then Mayor Leach spoke to them. There was & scuffling
of feet mas his hearers moved closer. Children crowded in
among the adults.
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Leach Assures Square Desl.

"gh = it ain't niee you should ery when the mayor he talks,"
one mother scolded the baby in her arms.

"Itve lived in Minneapolis all my life == and I can't
remevber a time when you people were not living down here on
the flats," lmyor Leach said. "Perhaps you have no legal
rights to this land == the courts must deoide that. But in
your fight for your homes, I sympathize with you. To have
his own home - that is a chanee that every Ameriean citizen
ghould have.

There was a general nodding and smiling as the mayor
finished. "Gee, I'm for that guyl" the flapper in the tweed
suit murmured approvingly.

There followed the business of taking pietures. A large,
sadyeyed woman == with one baby in her srms and another
elinging to her skirts -~ called the mayor aside.

"My man == he in jail in St. Paul," ghe muttered.
"Bootlegger."

"That's too bad. I8 he guilty?" the mayor inguired.
"Yos =~ I got nine kids," she observed plaintively.

More pictures -- handshaking -- nods and smiles == the
long grey touring ear glided wp the hill again.

The squatters then retired into salmon=¢colored houses,
their sky blue houses, their umpainted houses with red
doors == to talk.
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Now they Imow that they have %o o, they ask "when déo we have to
zot out? And how much are you going %o pay us?"
Hadley, sssistant in the oity attorney's office started
hearing late yestorday and expeots %o
finish todaye.
Hews of his arrivel spread rafidly through the golony, snd soon
7 wes acoempanioed on in along Cooper and Mill Ste Ly a troop of
children, while the women lined up in Ifront of their gates to receive thelr

printed bhulletin. iost of the men were at work y econstruction

crewe end railrosd sestion orewess, Yeny of the wemen unable te speak English

r
enlled thelr children to interprets They wanted to kmow if he had bought

the money with him, etece.

Mrs. Oteve Ocel of 70 Mill Ste. sald moving would not be a hardshlp
for several mevbers of the eolony whe owned houses in other parts of the
citys They rented them out to obtain funds to tide them over the winters
It's not much down here but when you have your own shack, there is no worry

about landlords or how much noise you cen makes
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Three real ostate men are sent to set prices on their property.

Tenants will have eppertunity to express approval on the value sets In-

spection of project follows a meeting to be held on July 28.
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FLAT DWELLERS FAIL TO DISPUTE EVICTION FLAN,
Residents on West River Section Face Removal Resignedly.

(Minneepolis Tribune, June 1, 1929.)

Resignation was the principal emotion evineed by the dwellers on
the river flats, north of Washington avenue south, when told Friday night
thet the eity had taken steps to remove them, through eondemation proceed-
ings, from the homes some of them have oeccupled for nearly half a eentury,

There were a few, a very few, who bridled at the thought of
vacating permanently the premises that even the mighty Mississippi had been
able sporadically %o make them guit for a time in the spring when high water
immdated their land and forced thom to take to the highlands above the gas
house,

"So, the eity is against us and wants to fights," spoke up one
deep=-chesbed Slovak, ™Well, we'll fight 'em," he secowled,

Better counsel prevailed, however, when they were told that the
eity would pay for every inoh of land and for every house and shack on 1%,
although deep regret was woiced by the old-timers at the mere thought of being
driven from their beloved flats., The land to be condemmed will be used by

the city for additional barge terminal facilitless

"It is the only home I have lotown in America," many of them say .

Mrs. Sophie Peterson, how 73, says, "I caue o America from Sweden when I
was 24, and went to work on a farm. Oustav built this little house in 1882,
the year before I came to him and lived in it alonme. All our children were
born from here and buried from here, except one, (Artiur)."

"iany of the dwellers here always objected to paying remt, but we
have paid rent every year. That's a lot of monmey -« {16 a year. My husband
suffered a stroke of paralysis many years ago, when Arthur was a lad, and I
have worked hard to make ends meet. Arthur never got married. NMore than

twenty years he has worked for the Milwaukee Road."
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'LAW' INVADES RIVER FLATS AND ORDERS COLONY TO MOVE.

rardships small for many who owmn income-producing property.
L LR L

with & hundle of printed ofiicisl notices setting forth in
fechnical legal terms the eity's imbention to move them,
Josevh Ae Fadley, assistent o the city attorney, & flock of
noisy youngsters at his heels, rapped av doors of picturesque
houes of 16 of the 52 families and "served."”

the imvasion wes an lmportant mnt in the lives of those
whom he visited, Only the women end their numerous children
were at home. There men were sway at work, in reilway gangs,
sewer and paving erews.

ceutiously the doors opened to Hadley's rape

"got your notice of condemmetion here," he told theme

"pen'tt want none,” one replied and slammed the doors

vehig is & motice that you have to come to court and
sottle with the city,” Hadley called. "The oity's golng
to take this ground.”

"Got the momey with you?" eagerly demanded the woman,
opening the door againe '

Hadley pushed the notices into her hands.

"iere i one for you and one for your husband,® he
roplied, "No, I haven't got the money with moe It%11 be
some tixe before you have to get cut. You'll have to be
in eourt for July 13 for the hearing.”
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"o speak English, Say it is {m 7 8lovak,® the
woman asked. Hadley shook his head.

"You and your husband«.es courthouses«se July 13," he
tried to explain,

But the woman had decided she couldn't understand, and
Hadley turned to check her name off his 1list.

Up and down the narrow streetse—= Cooper and Mill=ee
he went, the children following, demanding a copy of the
notices At each little dwelling he stopped, fumbled with
the intricies of the gate latches, and carefully walked to
the back doore.

Soon, the women began to gather om the corners, chattering

excitedly over the bLooklets containing the notices. A man who
had been too busy splitting a log he had salvaged from the
river to take interest in the stranger's visit, shuffled over
to ome group to see the book,.

He thumbed through its few pages and shook his head.
Ibwas too mich of & task to trace the meaning of the numerous
“aforesalds and hereinafters® that cluttered up the sequence
of the words he understood,.

Fast the little Bohemian church, once the scens of solemm
worship, gey wedding ocoassions and commmity festiwvals, but
now boarded up, deserted and becoming a ruin he went over to
the home of John ledves, 78 Cooper street. Above the way,
some of the little homes bore "for sale® signs, one of them
setting up a price of "1,000.
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lrse Medvee, who had lived in her little home with
John since 1883, snswered the kmock. Attired in old
country fashion, she came with a cloth wrapped about her
head and barefooted.

"You came to ochase me out?™ the old lady asked."

But Hadley told them mot yet, and possibly not until
spring.

"1 live here sinee 1883," ghe said wistfully, "and now
maybe we go and ¢amp mabbe over there," and she
to the U cmmpus aoross the river. "You talk Slovak? Yes? N ot"

Although some of them will have to hunt new homes when
the condemmation progeedings are finished, mmny of them
will be able te move into homes they have owned for years,
acoording to lirs. Steve Ocel, 70 Mill street.

Bven though they owmed property they found it
convenient to live on the flats and rent out thelr
other homes, providing themselves with funds to tide
them over the winter and seasons when work is slacke.

L L2 22 21 J
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Thousands, who eross the Washingbon avenue bridge by street cer,
mobo® ecar or afoob last week, looked down on the amphibious settlement
Imown as "the flate™ where every spring the flooding Mssissippi plays
hide and seek, rumning through the back gabes, over fences, and dodging
between trees that give the river bank esommnity its meager shade. "It
mist be spring”,says residents of the flats, when they look out the
kitehen window and see Father of Wabters at the stoop, ready to deliver his

yearly package,
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«= RIVER FLAT DWELLERS READY TC FLEE IN FACE OF FLOOD,
Mimmeapolis Tribune - March 24, '29.
Riging Waters lap around Homes of Colony.

The iee broke somewhere along the upper regions of the Mississippi

Wednesday night, and so the shildren along the river flats, tucked away

under the Washingbon avenue bridge, didn't have to go to school Thursday.
Ingtead, they domned hip boots, those that had 'em, and pitehed in %o
help their parents get the navy out of dryloeck, rope the furniture Hoe
gether and prepare to move,.

A1l night masses of ico and water tumbled down the ssissippi and
by 9 4.M, Soday the water had seeped around the edges of the little levee
that culs off the edge of the flata from the river. It poured in over the
streets and lapped at the doors of the houses closest to the siver. Vhen
it reached its erost about 11 A. ., it was higher than it had been sinee
the last flood of 1522,

Tt looked like moving days lor some 100 inhebitante of the flats,
but they watched the waters rising without emetion, They're used to moving
out on a minute's notice. 0ld timers sat in the sun on prlskety fences,

ourled their feet gbout the pilokets and puffed swey indifferently at their

vipess
"It won't got much higher", they said sagely, "the old flood days

are gone." Mid so, while one or two of the waterfront houses reported three
inches of water in thelr living rooms and while the younger men and women
ascerbled theiy furniture and prepared to get to highesr ground, the old fel-
lows just smiled, And they were right. The wabor began to fall shortly
after 11 A, M, and down at the government dar, near the Soldier's Home, it
wag reported that ilmediate dangesr of evacuation was past. As fast ac it

had risen, it began te subside,
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But it made loecomotion a little diffioult for some of the flat
dwellers. Ome group of houses, on the edge of the water, was cut off from
the rest of the ocolony by two feet of 'n'!ser. They built a rickity bridge
of narrow planks and quit worrying. Two boys in an old seow plied up and
down the street, rumning errands for everybody and shanting their own vere
sion of the song of the gondoliers.

But the youngsters got the biggest thrill oub of it. They stayed
home from school to help thelr parents in ease of real flood, They splash-
od around in the water all day, dragging ice ocakes, and old logs and watch-
ing‘}gu.nh of iee in the main chmmel out beyond them.

The water flooded an area about 200 yards wide, and about three times
that long. Water seeped into about half a dozen homes and imundated the
front yards of practically all along the waterfronts, Back one block, the

river flats are only three blocks wide... The residents were enjoying the

situation hugely. They were high and dry, and the housewives went about

their business without interruption, while the youngsters played about ke

in the canals of "Little Veniee" not far sway,
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RIVER FLATS SETTIERS MOVE TO ACCOMODATE AWITUAL RAMPACE OF MISSISSIPPFI

Mplse. Journals HMarch 24, *29,

Spring Inundation Breaks Tranguillity of Riverside Hamlet ==
People Shift goods out of Harm's way --- Danger Vianes.

01d settlers of the river flats, below the Vashington avenue
bridge, are elose friends of the Masisaippl. They enjoy the quiet, easy
and eomfortable life upon its brink. And for most months out of twelve,

the men draw on their big pipes, the women keep house and talk to one

snother over fenees, and children play in the street with little thought

for the broad expanse of water flowing quietly by a few feet from
theiyr front yards.

They may prefer thelr life by the riverts edge, FAR BENEATH THE
roar of the street cars and tho hum of the eity traffiej but once a
year the river does assume a threatening ettitude. This one time every
twelve months when river people malke ready to pielk up their belongings
at a moment's notice and move -« a fow feet at least, to higher, safer
dryer levels. Usually they allow about an inch to spare.

This year, the immdation came Thursday morning - early. At 6
AN, the river began rising. Defore long it wans up a foot, coming higher,
seeping through the embanlment erected last sumer. Two of the amall
streets were soon covered, water approached the doorsteps, and by the
time it began to make inroads upon the living rooms and submerged the
floors, the inhabitants went into action.

Clothing, dishes, tables and chairs moved as did the water. DBefore
long the Missiassippi drove the dwellers out of doors, into back yards.
But then, it stopped and the dwellers, minding it not at all, let their

ehildren enjoy the fun. Rubber boots were put into immediate use,
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those who eould wade oarried others, and one or two old soows in the village,
the other disabled one being set upon immediately by repair men, was soon
being poled up and flown the small eanals facing the two dozen houses in

danger, PrExpcs e

Only six houses were standing in the water, and the folks of those

gix didn't seen %o recelve much sympathy from the others. The river, though,
in its brief rampage, had reached a higher level than in 1920, when the locks
above Coon Creek Dam, 156 miles up river, broke, letting down a flood of
water which emptied all but five houses.

A yearly housebreaking is to be expested on the river flats, And
the material for plank bridges is evidently held in readiness for sanals
were bridged almost immediately, wet ground was eovered, and nobody seemed
perturhed about the inconvenience of moving things around a little.

By noon, the issiseippi hed receded a foobts C(Cjothes remained in
the yard to dry, as did much of the furniture; and the families seemed
indisposed to teke it baok.,

"You ean't tell,"they sald,"it might eome up again tonight,"

The river folk, however, are now out of danger. The foam=covered
river is still menacing, and an area of two oity blocks was inendated. Bub
the settlers aren't exelted about it. They have gpone back to their slow
and eomfortable way of living, and it's much toc soon yet to worry about

next year,
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Members of the board to walue land are Ts L Palmer, Phillip Branch=

eau, and Joseph I, Schenfeld,

¥r. Palmer seys that the colomy appears to realize the need for con-

dempation and are reconeiled to the though of movings All they ask is that

the city do the best it omn for them in way of demages.

P L
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Fall, 1889

NO PLACE LIKE HOME, RIVER RESIDENTS TELL APPRAISERS.

LT

LT

"values aversging about $1,000 each have been placed
on the one sud two=room houses by meubers of the river
flat colony, soms of whom have lived there for more than
40 yoars. One man told Joseph Kepple, attoraey for the
colonists, he wanted §1,300 for his house.

& AN

Prices from $100 to §400.
e Lo Palmer, chairman of the board of appraisers, said
he had found members of the colony had secld the houses
among themselves for prices ranging from {100 to $400 and
most houses have dopreciated substantially since the sales
were nade,

"i114's astonishing to go through some of those places
and learn under what conditions people can live,' Mre
Talmer seid. 'They have no light or water down there,
and there are many other handicaps. Some of the houses
are as neat as a pin.t

H*l*
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Values are approsimately 1000 each and two room housess
Palmer says they had sold the hom thengelves for 100 to

guses have de 1inoce the saless

"ohey have ne light or weter dowvn there, and many handionpse
of tham are tinv
; ! .

Bt ge neat nE 8 Pin,"

foveral older ones are reluctant to move,

Younger ones went "more

desirable guarters.” All have been courtecus to appraisers.

LR L ]
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Fall, 1880

RIVER"FLATS" ARE VALUED AT 852,000

"A wvaluation of approximately $32,000 was fixed on
120 panels of land on the river flats sbove the Washington
avenue bridge by a Pistrict court commission in a report
filed today with the clerk of Vistrict Court.

The appraisal was made following institution of
condemnation proseedings by the ¢ity to oltain the
property for expansion of the Misalssippl river barge
termizal in linngapolis,

"Jembers of the commission which filed the report
today included Fs 1. Palmer, Fhilip Brancheau and

J s Ae L‘)C}.mrjlﬂl&. ."




Cotober 31, 1920, Journal

Flates have 120 panels of land. Valued at §32,000 by & Distriet

Court commissions

Lk 2ok L
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Fall, 1939

RIVER FLATS AWARDS MADE FOR 162 TRACTS.

Awards aggregating about §$30,800 are given owners
of 162 trects of land in the river flats below the
Vashington avenue bridge by the appraisal commigsioners
appointed July 15 by Distriet Juige Paul We. Cullford
in the condemnation proseedings started by the cliy
to agguire the property for emlarging the munieipe’
river terminal. The commiesioners' report was filed
Thursday with the elerk of the distriet court by
Thomas Kilbride, assistant eity attormey. The owners
have 30 days in which to appeal to the sourt from the
awards. The report names only the fee owners, and
in the ease of corporating or estates the awards
are lumped in a single amount.




Pebruary 11, 1830s Journal

A cheok for 829,308,062 was turned over to the Clerk of Courts as

damages in city's condemmation of flats property. MNoney vo be held by

court clerk pending settlenent of aotion of the city te establish e reil
and barge terminal, it will be appropriated among the varicus property

holders affected,

ok
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Fall, 1839

SQUATTERS FROTEST TERMINAL AWARDS .

There was a certain amownt of noise and senfusion,
all devold of legal restraint and digmity in the eourt-
room of Judge Reed Tuesday, when & seore of squatters
from the {lats gathered to protest the distribution
of awards in the citby's condexmation prosedures to
aecquire land for emlarging the river terminal.

They were unable to comprehend court prosedure
and they ocould not afford to hire attorneys. DBut
they wanted to protest and did.

When Judge Reed discovered that several of the
petitioners lacked counsel he appointed Al Dretehke
as referee and arranged a hearing late Tuesday.

The e¢lalmants telling their stories through a
Polish interpreter. (Court will later consider favsts.
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wmy 51, 1950 PN, .

Couneil gtarts River Flats Colony Ouster
to Prepare for Terminal.

A petition asking for the appointment of an appraisal
commission to assess the property, was filed in Distriet
gourt Friday by Thomas Kilbride, assistant county attorney. -
It is the first step in the condemmation progeedings through
which the eity ﬂopes to require the land.

Two hundred and 3 pareels are cited in the petition and
136 fee cwners are named, ranging from the State and Federal
government, and a group of the socielly eolite, down to the
flat dwellers themselves. Not all of the owners' names are
Imowmn. There are several entries such as Johu Blank and
George Blank,

Hearing Set for July 13.

Hearings on the petition will be held on July 13 and
several of the flat dwellers have indicated that they will
fight just as they did when attempts to make them pay rent
back in 1923. 3

But it is not often that condemmstion proecedings are
halted by the objection of residents. The ¢ity has decided
that it needs that room for its expanded barge terminal.
1t has issued $225,000 in bonds to pay for the purchase of
the land and its improvement. It is ready to go ahead.

If the condemmation goes through, even paying rent
won't be enoughe They will have to move to make way for
the barge terminal.
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Fall, 1939

Dwellers in Quandry.

With "owners" to the left of them and "owmers agents"
to the right of thegy, the "flat" dwellers, to whom a reant
reoeip'b is a ouriosilty, are in & quandry. Those who have
the momey to pay remt or taxes, or leases =« the "owners"
all use different expressioms, the Squatiers say, don't
kmow whom to pay or how much.

At the offiee of City Bugineer, N. W. Elsberg, it was
said that nothing ean be done so far as starting the pro-
posed ooal terminal is concermed until Spring &t least.

The river first must be dredged. Whether the Gove will de
it is still a question. Reports of surveys have been sent to
Washington but thus far the eity officials have heard

nothing; -

The Squatters have been told by the city officials
that they must be ready to move om short notios.

Elite on West 8ide of gtreet.

The "elite" of the "flais" live on the ‘west side of
i1l street. In addition to M1l street, there are two
others, Cooper Street which lies nearer the river and
Wood Street, so named because of the almost constant
present of driftwood.

Nearly every spring Wood Street goes haywire and makes
a play to besome a steamboat channel. DBesides boasting of
"streets" the "flats" have numbered houses ~= and most of
them are mmbered more conspiciously than in many of the
city's better areas.
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The "flats" really has & better nams although few
people in Mmmeapolis who have never paid a visit to this
Ealeidoscopie array of dwellings kmow it. In the eity
surveys the section is listed ms the "Washington avenue
addition.” This is revealed in the tax reseipts of the
"elite® on the west side of Nill street. The "elite" are
8o listed because they pay $14 to §21 a year in eity taxes.
They are never bothered with paving assessments for there
is no paving. They are not bothered about sewage taxes for
the same reason. A few “town pumps"™ along the mein street
serve as the water supply. These of the "elite" will be
paid for their homes because they have been paying taxes,
but others will not.

Built Home in 1882

One man said he built his home on the Mmin street in
1862 and brought his bride there. He reared a family of
4 daughters 3 of whom are married, while a third, a comely
girl of 19, who appeared in Sailor's trousers, still remains
with his father.

"Things haven't changed mueh in the flats in all those
years, "the father gald. "These same houses were here then.
Whenever & man decided to leave the flats he just sold his
shack for whatever he ocould get and moved on. If they
couldn't sell they wrecked the place and s0ld their lumber."

One woman who had resided on the east side of wood .
street for 16 years said she never heard of any rent paying
until after the oity allotted money for the ground. Then,
she said, she was served with a court summons in a oivil
suit to wvacate or pay both rent or taxes for 16 years back.
She went to court she said and faced a man she had never seen
or heard of who eclaimed the property. The case is still

pending a




Fall, 1938

When this woman's daughter grew up, she married a
"flats™ dweller who promptly bought the shack next to that
of his mother-in-laws.

"I just bought the house and paid for it," he said.
"The fellow I bought it from had no papers of any kind and
1 had no papers. It was all first buying and houses among
ourselves before the city deeided to build the ecoal terminal
and put up that §$35,000."

Contrary to general belief living is not at its lowest
obb in the distriet. Furniturs in general is fair, a few
even have telephones and quite a mumber have automotiles.

The section in many respeets reserxbles a Yagquis Indian
Villages Some of the homes are surrounded by picket fences
and neat gardens, others have fenees built of boulders and
driftwood, while a few have fences of corrugated sheet metal.
Roofs range from ordinary shingles and tar paper to irem
plates. Patechings on the house may be made of anything from
beaver board to a hanmered-out tin ean.

Life has been easy on most of the dwellers these many
years, but they are ready to move when the city demands it or
when work on the coal terminal starts. The one thing that
bothers them now is this innowation ealled "rents and leases.”
And they want to know where the owners have been keeping
themselves these many years that the "Washington Avenue
Addition" was either baked in a hot sun, ecovered by the
the river or buried in snowdrifts.
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Flats between the Washington Aves, Bridge and Northern Paoific Rail-
road Bridge on riverbeds lo one ever appeared to collect taxes or rent which
is liable any epring to be more water than land, Since the clty began to pay
approximately §35,000 for sbout ten acres of the flats for coanl terminale §o
many "owners" have popped up they will sven have to wesr badges to keep from
selling to each others

With “owners™ to the left, and “ewner's acents" to the right, flat
dwellers to whom & rent receipt is a curiosity are in a quandry.

River has to be dredged first, N. W. Elsberg, oity engineer says.
Maybe the city has to do this, maybe the government: Reports of survey have
been sent to Washington but no one answers as yet.

Squatters have been told by the eity offiecials that they must be
ready to move on short notices,

The "elite"™ of the flats live on the west slde of 1ill St. Cooper and
Wood which is the street lying nearest to the river and so named because of
the almost constant presence of driftwood."

Nearly overy spring, "Wood 5t. gees haywire and makes a play to be-
come a steamboat channel."

The Flats were listed in the city surveys of this seetion as the Washe
ington Avenue sections Although few papers im }pls. who have ever visited the

knleldescopie array ever kmow it,

"Flite" so listed because they pay §14 to {21 a year taxes. Yever

bothered with paving assessments because there is no paving:. A few "towne
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pumps” along Main §t. serves as water supply. "Elite" will be paid for thelr
homes because they have been paying taxes, the wthers won't.

Things haven't changed much in the flats. Since I came in 1882,
one man saids These same houses were then, whenever s man decided to leave,
he just sold his shack for whatever he could get and moved ones If they
couldn't sell, they would wreck and sel) the lumbers

No papers were ever exchanjged in the sales,

In many respecis, this plece resembles & Yaquis Indian Villages Some

have pleket fencess Others fences are built of boulders and driftwood and
& few sorrugated sheet metals Roofs are made anything from ordinary shingles,
tar paper or top pletes. Patchings on house made of anything from beaver
board to a hammered out tin can.

¥Where have the owners been keeping themselves while thelr property

was either baked in & hot sun, covered by the river, or buried in snowdrifts.?
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Fall, 19859

CITY PLAN TO PAY RIVER SQUATTERS DEVELOPS OWNERS

"For nearly half a sentury a colony of squatters has lived
in the flats along the Misslssippl river between the Washington
avenue and Northern Paeifle bridges without molestation. No one
ever appeared to collect either taxes or rent in that seetion
which is lisble any spring to be more water than land., Life was '
peaceful~-and inexpensive. lMany reared large families, and there
are still large families.

"Put say most of the more then 200 people whe still live
in the squalid homes, sinee the elty decided through condemmation
proceedings to pay epproximately $35,000 for about 10 mores of
the *flats' for a coal terminel site, there have been so many
"owners' pop up thet they will soon have to wear badges to keep
from selling to each other.

Bgdy

Vhns

"One woman who had resided on the east side of Wood street
for 16 years sald she never heard of paying remt wntil after the
city allotted money for the ground. Then, she said, she was
served with a court summons in a civil suit to wacate or pay
bagk rent and taxes for 16 years. she weout to eourt, she said,
and faged a man she had never seen or heard of 'nho hi.md the
propertys The case is still pending. s

"When this womant's daughter grew up she married a 'flats’
dweller, who promptly bought the shaeck next to that of his
mother-inelaw.




Minneapolis Jourmal. July 4, 1930

Fall, 1089

"I just bought the house and paid for it," he sald. The
fellow I bought 1t from had no pepers of eny kind and I have ne
paperses It was jJust buylng and eelling houses among ourselves
before the clfy deelded to build the coel terminal end put up
that §$35,000,

fContrary to general belief, living is not at its lowest
ebb in the distriebs PFurniture in gemeral is fair, afew even
have telephones and quite 2 mmber have automobiles.

"The section in many respects resembles & Yaguis Indian
village. Some of the homes are surrounded by picket fenses

end neat pgardens, others heve fences built of boulders and
driftwood, while a few have fences of carrugated sheet metal.
Roofs range from ordinary shingles and tar paper to iren plates.
Patching on the houses may be made of anything frem beaverwood
%o & hammered-out tin can.

"life hes been sasy on most of the dwellers these many
years, but they are ready tp move when the city demands it or
when work on the coal terminal starts. The ome thing that
bothers them now is this imnmovetion ealled 'rents and leases.!
And they want to lmow where the 'owners' have bLeeca keeping
themselves these many years that the '"Washington Avenue
additien' was either baked in a hot sun, covered by the river
or buried in snowdrifts.”

i
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Fall, 1939

Judge We Guilford of the Hemnepin County distriot
eourt appointed a board to set evaluation prices on
river flats..ss first step of city to obtaln property
for terminals. Board wesg; Joseph W. Schanfeld, Fe Lo
Palmer, and Phillip Brancheau.

the hearing was held late Sat, P, M, and the
court was sttended by nearly 200 residents of the
flate, inc. women and childron, who came expeeting
to be ssked their ewvaluation of the property.
They were not comsulted, however.
(A eondensed account from the Tribune,)
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Fall, 1886

S0 Famlilies Ordered to Quit River Flats.

Fifty families living on the flats on the west side of
the river north of the Washington avenue bridge were notified
Saturday by N. W. Elsberg, City BEngineer, that the houses
in which they have been ocoupying as "Squatters" must be
vacated by April 1. The removal was ordered so that the
eity may clean up the area prior to the construstion of
the new coal doeks and the dredgings of the new harbor
which the federal government will begin this spring.
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Fall, 1039

FICTURESQUE "RIVER FLATS! DéOLEED HOMES TO BE VACATED BY APRIL 1

The picturesque little community lmown as the 'River Flats?
or 'Little Lithuania,' enmtered its last five weeks of life today.

s We Elsberg, olty engineer, was serving notiece to all
dwellers bene the Washington avenue bridge that they must
vacete the premises by April 1 to make way for the construction
of a new coal docks.

For years the flatshas been a tradition. Always good for'

a story when the spring floods inundated the 'streets,' alwmys
good for coleor in astdry of the river, the tumble down shacks

and the old brown chureh will be replaced by the oross, angular

DULidings O pProgross.

Most of the families have c¢lung to theisr humble dwellings,
have fought To save them since the first mention of the project.
But it was slosing fights 1'Progress' was against them==and
progress always shatlers treditions.

The flats will live, though, in scores of paintings, etchings.
8+ Chatwood Burton, head of the art department of the University
of Minnesota, hes drawn, etched and painted the little community
from every angle. Others, struzgling artists of the school, have
daubed the browms and grays and the golorful costumes that meke
the flats a pieture on their canvases.
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The tumble down shacks and the old Lrown chureh will be repleaced

by the crass angular buildings of progress, ¥ill live in soores of ctohe

ings, peintings, ete.

kR
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Journal, WUarch 11, 1031.
FLAT DWELIERS ORDERED 0UT
Fanily FPacing Total loss

Others Salvage Lunber as Homes Come Down o Make Way for Teminal,

“8itting on the weathered, wooden bench in front of the 1little shingle-
sided house which for 5O yeors has Leen Yhome', Ous Pebterson and hisg wife
today looked oub over the familiar soones on the Mississippi river flats,
north of the Vashington Avermie bridge, and wondored where they are going
and vhat they are pgolng %o do.

"Por orders have comp for them end for the other residente on the
Nats to movo %o wake way for the new city coal terminal, and, according
o Mrs. Poterson, it is not ensy for them to leave the place whers they
have spent thelr enbtire married life, snd make a now home *up in the eity.!
Today she spent her spare tinme looking for that now home,

"ihen My, Peterson ecame to Anoricn 50 years ago, he built his house

on the flats, the first rosident of that ploturesqu commmity below the

bridges Two years later he bought his bride to the new house and they have
1ived there sinvce. Togother they hewve gome through the spring floods, which
used toimmdate the flats overy year, moving %o higher ground when the weters
cam® teo high, and returning to their home when the floeds receded,
"A 1ittle garden pateh and a floek of chickens have helped ¢o 111
Mrg. Poterson's busy deys and she 18 afraid that *up in the eity* she would
not be able to find a place for her poultry flocks. Althourh she is pask
70, Yrs, Poborson is going Yo school to a nearby setilement house, getting
help on her reading and writing, and after school scouring the Mverside
@istriet for a new home, The flat dwellers have daken the order philosophically ==

and they consider the moving orders final,
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"tThey say that the men o whom we paid our rent has gone some place,
and they can't find hinm, so we will mot got paid for our house,' said irs.

Poterson; 'That don't seen guite right. When we have been eitizens for &0

yoars,§ bubt even thet she passes with a shyug of her shoulder.

"Their situation is typical of many of the flat dwellers. The solony
is moving outs Bubt bit by bit, es belougings are gathered, the shods and
shanties of the settlerent are beins torn down as their owmers prepare to
vacate to malke way for the new ferminal. If nothing else, the sguatiers ave
thorough about their rmoving. Houses which stood for 50 yoars are coning
down, the pails yemoved and the lumber salvaged, %o be put into some use
elsewhore.

"1t 1a not the firet time the colony has boen threstened with evie-
tlom, bub This time 1% is flmel. 9olomn feced youngstors with their hoads
in shawls, tied just as thoir elders tied them in the old country, sbtill play
in the muddy streets, but one by one the shacks are coming down, while ome
by onn the piles of lumber grew.

"The deys of the ploturcsgue little comamity are over, Ploket fences
are to be seon in stages of demolition and hammers and crowbars are plied
daily as the bulldings disappear one by ome, and the land which one held,
Little Bohemia, Little Lithuania, or the "Cabbage Pateh", as the place was
variously called, will be covered with derminal bridges and warehouses.

"The oolony has gone through many vicissitudes in its existence of
sbout 50 years. Nemy of the poole wow moving ocut were born in the houses they
are now wrecking. Mamy times its residents have bHeon threatensd with sviction
for not paying rent, when for years {hey aclmowledpe ho vem their landlord,
and swapped, sold, or traded thelr squatteor's shacks with the freedom-bown of

long terure.
"0ld settlers who have lived out their lives, wander about wvacently,
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wondering where they will go. Yauy refuse %o go far, for in the years
they have spent on the river, they have leaxned to love the place, and if
they can find a place o 1live not far off, they will be more reconciled

$o their losses.

"But the first of April must find themsall gone, orders from the

eity engineer's office says, Veteran squatters predict there will de more
than one hold out although they think that most will be gone by the first,

Children do not geem perturbed, omly a little exelibted; "Sure, we're move

ing," they say.
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Julian Calender Xmas.

Tkranians do not chserve their Christmes wtil Jawary 7, 15 days
lator than we do. This is bocause they observe the Julisn Calender, ine
stead of the Oregorian we folleow. Tn their homess in the old eourtry, the
floors are spread with gtraw and tho leng kitchen table is covered with
hay the night before Christias., This is %o bring the significance of the
holy day more sharply to them,

Christaas evening, they have a big supper at nine o'olock. Thelyr
holiday bread, parcly, is on the table with honey snd poppy sesd. (Parchy
is made of plain dough ecut round, the size of a tea eup, 2 pleses puk Go-
gethor with a nixbure of plumg between. It is then beoiled in salt waber
and streinsd, eooled quickly by dipping in cold water, covired with a
sauce made of onions and fried in pure linen seed oil - probably lingeed.)
Next comes beets and onions boiled topether and served im one great bowl,
Then mighrooms stewed in a sort of gravy. After that comes sauer lyreut,
big bowls of it. Tolopehi alse made of cabbape, comes after the kraub.

In Baglish, the dish would be oalled gtuffed gablage leaves. The tender-
ost and best leaves are wiled and sbuffed with rice., When it is not fast
timo, moat i3 also put in the leaves.

Dessert is somp kind of sauce made from plums, dried peaches, pears,
oranges or apples,

After eating, they po to church.

At four o%elock the next morning, they go to church again,

At noon; on Christmas day, they have their big holiday meal which
has boon prepared shead of ¢time. 7The meal is the smw as it was the night

before with many things added, They have been fasting from meat for forty
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days, but this is the last doy of the fast, It is often a sausage the
houpewife has made many Jdays before, or somotimes a chicken or a pork
roast.

Exohanging gifts 1s nob popular mostly beeause they do not have

money. Insbead, to show tho good will, they exchange suppers with a

relative or firiend, Mize daslkels mads from willow splite are pucked with

somplote dimmers carried by the ehildren, half the sise of the basket
over the fields to e the fomily. They stop on the way at every house

to sing Christmns curcls and pevhaps receive a pemy or two for the song.

™ Russisn howes ........

Bvery fruit or vegetable that is raised on the peasant plot is
represented on the Christmas supper teble at six o'elosk on the evening
of the day. With the white or wheat bread is served "babalka", a sauce
made of honey and ground poppy seeds All the food eaten in the Russian
houschold for three days following Christmas has been cocled before the
day, for these are holidays, and not even the mother tales a rest,

There is a ceyremony of Luwrhing snd snufTing out the Yuletide candles
which is the enly light allowed for the Christuas supper table. Vhen it is
finally blowt oub, the path of muwke from the smouldering end is watched
eagorly Ly every mecbor of the family. If it goos straight toward an oute
glde door, it is supposed to forecmust & funeral in the house. If it spreads
out over the room, taking no definite oourse, the Russian pessents prediet
that there will be a wodding in the home, and if the smoke blows toward the
stove or open fireplace, it is the sign a baby will be born under the roof

ere Chrigtmas comes again.
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The true Christrmas spirit is found in the Russian mamer of pglving.

The poor of the couniry are talen lnte the homes of those who have encugh

toghare withothem, and they are @ed and shelbered during the three dey holi-

day, If thoy are in mweed of elothing, they are clothed; or if ill, they
are nursed. The visitor is lmown as the big guest and treated with every
respoct by the people who gtill believe that thewre ave still saints wallk-
ing on the earth, posaibly in the garb of a beggar to whom they offer
hospitality.

Minmeapolis Jowmal, Sunday, January 7, 1088, P« 2S¢
Tkranien report glvem by Mrs, M. Protsei, 316 Fourth S5t. N.E,




B Meischaver -~ Information I1

Y oalling dockmaster at Federal Barge Line - f£t. Wash., Ave. bridge.

1st. seawnll began ia 1926.
Additional doglage - 1932, 1930.

People were moving mwmy in groups between 1026, 1931,

108) - City bought property -~ remaining houses moved out or wrecked.

Coal docks were started 1931 -« ended 1932.

Darges had been ruming in since 1920 =~
1032 their barges bezan,

Coal doeks beleong to them,




¢, Fleischaveyr - Iv.
BRIDGE ACRNSS WISBISSIPPI ALONG WASHINQOTON AV NUE,

The Waslhingbton Avemue bridge was bullt in 1886,
In 1800, it wms widened,
M 1906, it was strengthemed for sireet car service,
s There hag been a lot of talk for a long Pime about ewmouating the
rost of the flate, but it will Lo five yoars yet bLefore they tackle a
now bridge soress there, -~ - -

{3y the superintendent of the Washington Avenve Dridze,)

WATER YORES 1IN TP TIATS,
Before water was piped dowm *there, the villape drew thelr water
from the red pump along 28nd. avenue.
At one $ime, the flats exbtended alonp 10th avenue to 22nd avenue.
Yany homes were evacunted in 1985,

Vhen the river terminal wms pub in, in 1926, (eall Miver Temimi)

waber was piped in then., The Veter Department bought the weber main along

2ond, stroot up to the 116t1e half bHlosk onlled 2% sk, The River Terminal
was 50 feot lowoy than 22nd, sb,

First one %o have water was house nearest bridpe, 208, 22nd Ave.,

Second house, 248 .,..Bastiss; and third...Cutlass.., 269, 28nd.Ave...
both this fall (1088)

The rest of the housea oould haw it eny tize now,




., Fleigchauer ~ River Flots

A Baleory truck made the rounds of the flats daily. An sscordionist,

playing Slowak smsic oalls the lwusewives to the wagon.

The Ous Petersons, resideonts of the flets for 46 years, found
their ghask in the shadow of the new reilroed bridpe over the Mssissippi

river,

From the University Campus's river bank, was a view of the flats

with the loop skyline in the background,

For years, the flats have been & paradise for art sbudents with their

quaint multicolored housos.




G Fleischauer February 24, 1929,

Carrie Finotrom - residount of the flats.

Seandinavian,

When the poople moved down here they pald five mdved dollars for

every one of the lots, and they gob chented, There wam't even any ground,

it was 811 Just limestons chips from all 4he quarries around here: This
place was fi1led with quarries. The David ¢, Bell Compeny used vo be
right whore the wooden sbairs are now sad they book all vhe good rock oub
of the plase to dulld thelyr Pirst Mationsl Baml:, The peopls had %o bring
mud up from the river, and heul loads of dirb and fortilizer down heve,
and fingily the woathor washed gome betbtor lmmd into the hollow. lNow when
tho eity care to move us oub and buy the land, They gob usm to sign a paper,
and after wo gigned 1%, we found we pob choated out of o boulevard. They
promised us one, dbubt they gave us Just a 1itile glice of land. Jastiss
was the only ome who didn't get cheeied,

I had %o ohop my houge wight off end pull mnother hig tou room duplex
down, They didn't pay nearly emough. T Bought the place with insurance
uoney aftor my mothor died, and my brother and T had it in a jolnbk €itle
that whoever lived the longest lept it and so the vlace is nine, We paid
five dollars & year for the ground Yo keop that shadk on 14 that%s wmy
ghorercom now, but if they move us of? 20nd. sb. Yo build a new bridge,
thet's vhere I'1l move to. They aro building a vetaining wall beneath the
St Mory's and Fairview Tospitals, and we call that Suleide Blwvd, because
it is & Dlind cormer and everyonc is goling to be killed coming around there.

I alwnys say that tho Ceochs think they are betber than the Slowaks,
and the Slovaks think they are Letiter than the Cermang, end the flermsms think

that they are better than the Liptovs and the Lipbovs think that they are
better than the Spoesockicsecscessae
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MILI CITY FLATS SQUATTERS HOMES BEING MWRECKED

Coal Terminel will Take Up lLand Held Many
Years Without Rent.

Squatters houses which have stood for 50 years on the
Mississippl river flats are being torn down and their tenants
are leaving to make way for a new coal terminal.

Residents of the flats have been ordered by the eity
enginser to wcate by April 1 but veteran residents of the
colony predict that date will find a number of squatters still
occupying their patched up shacks.

The colony has survived meny vieissitudes in its helf
century of existunce an more than one attempt to eviet its
members has falled.

Several times efforts heve been made to foree the
tonants %o pay rent, but they contimued to swap, sell and
trade their squatter's shacks with the freedom of long
tonure.
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"IHE PASSING OF BOHEMIAN FLATS."

"rhousands of Mpls. residents will regret the passing of
Bohemian Flats, the name by whiech the colorful river front
community under the Washington avenue bridge meross the Miss.
has long been known.

"There humble people living in humble homes scemed to have
ereated a little world of their own, quite detached from the
city's general atmosphers. There a polise <. icer was seldom
summoned. There old-fashioned church bells called the people to
worship in tiny churches. There were picket fences with little
gates giving into tiny yards, flower boxes in windows; usually
careful attention was given to keeping neat and elean every
ingh of the home-owmer's land.

“There lived & people contributed to the American melting
pet from many nations. Over their heads rcared the traffie of a
busy eity quite unmheeded and apart from their scheme of life
which seemed to radiate a contentment and tranguility most
charming. Past their front yards flowed the Mississippi.
Sometimes a houseboat morred there to give an additional touch
of eolor. Aeross the river was the sandstone bLluff and on
its brow the buildings of a great university. In evening hours,
there was a most friendly glow in the lights of the Bohemian
flats community. Sometimes they were refleeted {rom kerosene
lamps. Its general appearance was like that of a little fishing
village in some old world seaport minmus, of course, the ships
that go out to sea. It kad the charm of an old pisture to all
who observed it.
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"gometimes the river rose into its little streets
and moved things about. In instences it has been the
home for a half gemtury of simple folks who were happy
there and in their huwmble way have contributed thelr
part to the building up of Mpls. If they were not
rieh in worldly possessions, in most cases they seemed
quite happy and content., One wonders if they will ever
be quite happy again in a better home spot, away from
the singing river, the little churches, the old ~sighbors,
the flower plots, the picket fenges end the friemdly
twinkling lights. They find themselves cast up in the
path of progress. Thelr homes will give place to coal
dooks in the eity's river terminal system. But a coal
dock, however necessary, is not plcturesque and the
old Behemian flats commmity was."




April 3, 1831s Journal

Sixteen houses and Frank Pfednarek's fort etill standing.

Ee He Te Poterson, in charge of settlemert said that he did not
think there would be any foreed ejection without settlement.

One reason the settlement is held up: Difficulty in locating
owners of land. Meantime, Frank Ds sits in his fort with two cants in
his pocket, & half a loaf of bLread for provender, srmed with a sheaf of

roceipts to prove he has paid ground remte First skirmish won yestere

day when the olty engincer told him that every possible effort is being

made to provide for him.




¢. Fleischauer

Bxoerpt from letter to the Editor of the Journal April 6, 'Sl...

by Edith M, Schussler

A simple picture it wms indeed; but down here dwelt happiness, @
disappointment, sorrow, joy; and ambition, too showed her disquieting head.
At many windows g eurtains adorned with embroidery that well might have
hung in mansions. There were rude earvings above rough cabin doors. In
front of one cabin hung a small red bommet and on another a white ome; the
red one armouneing the errival of a som, and the white one the arriwal of
a deughter, Altogether a homey, heartwarming settlement by the water front.
A small garden of your om. A dog or a eat, or chickens and geese that went
for strolls beyond the front gates, Flshing from the back doorstep - a veris-
able Ttopia.

Men wore already at work %earing down the rickety old buildings,
end one felt each sound of the ax or haumer must be a blow upon the hearts

of the old immates,
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ADIEU, RIVER FIATS.

To the Rditor of the Journmal:

411 along the banks of the Father of Waters, progress has
robbed us of historie bvildings and besuty spots, but never
hes he touched owr hearts so deeply asg through the passing of
our own pieturesgue "River Flats," the lust chapter of which
closed April 1.

1 sew them during the late sewmill days. At that tiwe
little settlements extended well up to the old bridge that
spauned the river to Eastman Island. It was a bright Sunday

terncon, and the dearest lad of all and I == a spring in
our step and a song in our hearts == started for a stroll
down Lover's lane, & beautiful walk lined with trees, ex«
tending along the residential side of the island, and a
favorite resort of young lovers, and old ones too, in those
dayse The river had menmced the Flat dwellers for some hours,

As we crossed the bridge we joined the crowd that was
watching the men and women below, wading about in the bladk
mude After hours of amxiety, these folk were taldng up the
tangled ends and trying to restore order from chaos. Once
more men speared logs for firewood and again emoke rolled
out from stove pipe chimmeys. Here one rescued a marooned
dogs there another retreived a frantic goose mired in the
mide BHach was so engrossed in his task he gave never a
thought of the crowd that gased down upon hime
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the following Sunday we again visited the Flats, this
time going down to get & closer view and wandering along the
length of the tiny domsin. The Kindly spriog sun had dried
out the mud, and with the old order renegwed, life was going
on a5 of yores 4 protty bride sniled out from the folds of
her vell as & wedding party passed us. Iu doorsays Or on
wude beidsches old men dozem or smoked, aud young Hen danged
sr played the accordion, wWomen with kerchieis bound about
theiy heads were also prouped about, the younger ones
attendinz to the needs of thelr infenis, while the older
ones kuitted and spiled st the reste The old dog drowned
with one eye half apem, ready to respond o luis playful
1ittle mesterts siiphtast conmands, The {rentlo gander of

sAth his adoring fmsily, waddled noisily hither

el pright pink: and red gevaniums poeped out from
the small windows ¢ Ny 8 - we gud from out thoge same
windows oo, came fragrant oders of vistuals do /el 7 doubt
destined to rive strength and reaew the courage of shny &
tired, ravenous sawuill hande 2

A simole piotuwre it wes indeed: bub down there dwelt
happiness, diseppointment, sorrow, Joys end arbition, too,
showed her disquisting head. At many o window hung ourtains
sdorned with cubroidery that well might have ; ~~cod a mnsion,
and rude cervings above rough eabin doors revealed a groping
quest for beautys In front of one cabin hung a small yred
bennet and on snother a white onej the red, 1 learned later,
anmounsed the srrival of & son and heir, the white that a
little daughter had come to bless the home. Altogether &
hamely, heartwarnming place was this 1little settlement by
the water front.

Time followed his own relentless ocourse. put at last
it was decreed that we once more return to the old stamping
grounds. Since then the dear lad end I have rade oountless
visits to that gradually diminishing district by the river,
gnd many & tine it was borne upon us that in this wonderful
ity it was the one eould truly work out his omn destiny}

/
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For souldn't he have a small garden of his own, fish off
his own back poreh if need be, reise ¢l ‘a‘"o:.u;. and geese without
musi* ructions in the entire 31u..v.‘f.,\u hood should these lively,

isy fowls choose o take a ragmble past front doorvmys?
Wt and dog or indeed auny maber of
! Truly a veritable

ut now comes the fimal injunction, “lMove on,"™ and the
little handful of @ld Jtzw eres with nisty oyes have
R - . e nd trokeld omisrd --= where?

¢ Falrview
;olu‘ag
he bride ) bearing dowmn the
rickety old 'g..lum;;,'":;, aud one folt eash sound of the ax, or
beypey ruet be a dDlow upon the hearts of the o0ld inmates,
Wo turned awnye

3o o o |
fh(u‘ AL :; »

od with 1t a it of our youth,® As he
nd to asslst e v the
g v & .;-.. t.e spring in our step perhaps
noticoa WJ & bit .,l‘mmr to ahhura, but with the old song
in our hearts, and o mrwn{. hope that all may be well
with thege one time people of the River Flats, we retraced

our way up the nowmru path,

~=Bdith Ne Schussler."
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ADIEU, RIVER FLATS.
To the Editor of the Journal:

All along the banks of the Father of Weters, progress has
robbed us of historie byildings and beauty spots, but never
has he touched our hearts so deeply as through the passing of
our own picturesque "River Flats," the last chapter of which
closed April 1.

I saw them during the late sawmill days. At that time
little settlements extended well up to the old bridge that
spanned the river to Eastman Island. It was a bright Sunday
afternoon, and the dearest lad of all and I =~ a spring in
our step and a song in our hearts -- started for a stroll
dowm Loverts lane, a beautiful walk lined with trees, ex-
tending along the residential side of the island, and a
favorite resort of young lovers, and old ones too, in those
dayse The river had menaced the Flat dwellers for some hours,
but had now receded.
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As we crossed the bridge we joined the crowd that was
watching the men and women below, wading about in the black
mud. After hours of anxiebty, these folk were taking up the
tangled ends and trying to restore order from chaos. Once
more men speared logs for firewood and again smoke rolled
out from stove pipe chimmeys. Here one rescued a marooned
dogs there another retrfived a frantic goose mired in the
mud. Each was so engrossed in his task he gave never a
thought of the erowd that gagzed down upon him.
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The following Sunday we again visited the Flats, this

time going down to get a closer view and wandering along the
length of the tiny domain. The kindly spring sun had dried

out the mud, and with the old order renswed, life was going

on as of yore. A pretty bride smiled out from the folds of

her veil as a wedding party passed us. In doorways or on

rude benches old men dozew or smoked, and young men danced

or played the accordion. Women with kerchiefs bound aboub

Qpeir heads were also grouped about, the younger ones

attending to the needs of their infants, while the older’

ones kmitted and smiled at the rest. The old dog drowsed

with one eye half open, ready to respond to his playful

1ittle mastert!s slightest commands. The frantic gander of
yester-week, with his adoring femily, waddled noisily hither

and thither. Bright pink end red geraniums peeped out from

the small windows of meny a shack -- and from oul those same
windows too, came fragrant odors of victualg do /sié 7 doubt z{
destined to give strength and renew the courage of meny & ‘
tired, ravenous sawmill hand.

—

. A e e e

A simple picture it was indeed: but down there dwelt
happiness, disappointment, sorrow, joys and ambition, too,
showed her disquieting head. At many a window hung curtains
adorned with embroidery that well might have graced a mension,
and rude carvings above rough cabin doors revealed a groping
quest for beauty. In front of one cabin hung a small red
bonnet end on another e white one; the red, I learned later,
ennounced the arrival of a son and heir, the white that a
little deughter had come to bless the home. Altogether a
homely, heartwarming place was this little settlement by
the water fronte.
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Time followed his own relentless course. But at last
it was deereed thet we once more reburn to the 0ld stamping
groundse Since then the dear lad and I have made countless
visits to/fhat gradually diminishing district by the river,
and many a time it was borne upon us that in this wonderful
city it was the one could truly work out his own destinyt
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For couldn't he have a small garden of his own, fish off
his own back porch if need be, raise chickens and geese without
raising ructions in the entire neighborhood should these lively,
noisy fowls choose to teke a ramble past front doorways?

And couldntt one have a cat and dog or indeed any number of
them if the kids in the family so willed? Truly a veritable
Utopia, it 'was, nicht wahr?

But now comes the final injunction, "Move on,"™ and the
little handful of old flat dwellers with misty eyes have
packed their Lares and Penates and treked onward == where?
Progress declares "No matter"™ and I do not know.

Yesterday we again crept down the bank below Fairview
Hospital and followed the old path leading to the colony
below the bridge. Men were already at work tearing down the
rickety old buildings, and one felt each sound of the ax, or
hammer must be & blow upon the hearts of the old inmates,
we turned away.

"It is gone,"™ I said chokingly:

"Yes, honey, and with it a bit of our youth," As he
answered he reached a helpful hand to assist me up the
slippery benk. Then, with the spring in our step perhaps
noticeably a bit slower to others, but with the old song
in our hearts, and a fervent hope that all may be well
with these one time people of the River Flats, we retraced
our way up the homeward path.

-=pdith M. Schussler."

Yorr Iter Ncoe *Page Noe
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Mike Hibbin's of the {lats fails to get settlement due to several

' mistakea. Only document he has is & receipt for purchasing the house for $60,
He nover bothered %o look up the cwner of the property on which his house wms
bullte UText he pald for ground rent for 0 yeaurs to someone who didn't even
own lands 4ind besldes all that, the real owner didn't even know that she had
& tenant, sv she paid the taxcs. Now Judge We. C. Leary says that if any
settlement for condemnation wss fortheoming, she should get it,
(1ittle Bohemia hes ocompliested history)

Certrude Hartman, 2436 Chicage Ave. sought eward for (219 set as the
value on a lot in the Cabbage Patchs

Testifies that in 1918, she obtained a quit claim deed o lot B,
blook 6, Washington Aves addition, which in parlance meens Little Nohemia,
Got pald fram sheriff Earle Brown but never ascertained whethor lot was
coccupled, floocded or used. He simply pald the taxes and let it go.

deantime, 1t was known in Cabbage Patch as 115 Cooper becaume there
was a house on it.

FWineteen twonty~-five ¥ike Hibbin took a faney to the house and in the
customary mamner of the flats, obtainmed title slwply by paying {60 to the owner
who moved ocute Then trouble begane

"/illage sprewled and scrembed in the sun beneath the rippling repids
below St. Anthony Palls, piles of gravel taken from the river now strotche

"It's no fun to be alone in the middle of e venished villape" five families

held out on the railroad property at the other end of the train bridge, but

dird
Frank is alone in "flate”. Contrnctors are dumping/in DOV because city ean

got it free if they take it now.
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RIVER FLAT LEARNS EE PAID RENT ON WRONG LOT. EVEN SHOWS
60 RECEIPT FOR HOUSE, BUT COURT AWARDS $219 TO STENOGRAFHER.

1ife on the river flats was a merry one while it lasted
and real estate transactions were novel but Mike Hibben found
out in District Court there were a few things about real
estate he had neglected to learn.

As a result, he was the first resident of the river f{lats
eolony to lose his home and fall to get a settlement, due to
several mistakes.

In the first place, the only document he could show in
support of his elaim that he purchased a house was a receipt
for $60. In the second place, he didn't bother to look wp
the owner of the property on which the house wms bullte Next
hapd&gromdmtfordmtbﬁnmtonom-ho
didn't even own the land.

stencgrapher Files retition.

In the fourth place, the real ownes of the lot didn't
tnow that she had & tenant, so she paid taxes and Judge
We Ce Loary hold that if any settlement for condempation
was fortheoming, she should receive 1t.

The ease which added another chapter to the compllcated
history of Little Bohemia came before Judge Leary ou a hear-=
ing on & petition presented by Gertrude Hartman, 2436 Chieago

and bookleeper in the office of Barle
Brown, former shoriff. Miss Hartmen sought award on the
$219 set as the value on a 1ot in the flats colony,
following its condemation. Her action started a flood of
revelation as to how property transactions were conducted
in the "Cabbage Pateh."
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Never looked At Lot.

Miss HDartmamn /Sic 7 testified that in 1018 she obtained
& quit claim deed €0 lot 8, block 6, Washingtom avenve
addition, which in common parlance meant Little Bohemla.
ghe obtained the deed from Mr. Brown but never ascertained
whether the lot was oscupled, flooded, or was being used for
snything. She paid the tames and let it go at thate.

In the meantime, 10t 8, block 6 was known in the
"cabbage Patch® by a different desiguation. It was No. 113
Cooper street, and it was ealled that because a house was
upon it.

PAid $60 To Ocoupant.

In 1025 Mike Hibbin took a faney to the house and in
the custamary mamner of the flats, obtained title simply

by paying $60 to its occoupant, who obligingly moved out,
Mike moved in.

Then the trouble started. Actiag in good faith, a
former Mpls. real estate agent, went to the colany to
collect remts on Lot 7. Block 8, Lub wfortunately pleked
on Mike Hibben who happemad to be living on Lot 6.

¥ike diduntt lmoew his real estate gare, so he
obligingly started paying ground rent and kept on paying.
He found when agtion was started on the condemmation that
he had been paying rent for the wreng lot but he was no
more surprised than Miss Hartman was when she disecovered
thatshe had a peying temant on her land and who wasg
paying rent to some one else.
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Plea For Share Denied.

Mke's plea for & share of the settlement was demied
Ly Judge Leary, who held Miss Hartuan was entitled to the
$219 awarded by the eity for the land. Jike also lost Lhe
reut he paid for the lot somcone was using,

The decision was the first to go against any of the
dwellers on the flats who have moved out to make way for the
new coal torminal. Of the §$29,203.62 originally set aside
by the eity to pay for the condemmation, §15,868.12 is still
remaining in the fund, wnelaimed.

A few veterans are still holding out at the river, in
spite of the fact that the eoity has started to fill in
the land.

Mearmhile, affairs of the colony grow more tangled
daily. Contractors have tangled dumping dirt on the site
of the settlement, as the city will recelve the dirt free
if it is acoepbed now.




April 10, 1081s Journal

Kystery owner of 38 lots for which no fee holders have appeared so
far is preparing to file a petition in District Court within a weok asking
£8,101.07 8ot by city as walue of purcelss Owner is Es ls Bray estates lns
constituted a stumbling block to the settlement for many of the {lat resi-
dents whe lost their howe when the ¢ity took over the property as the site

of the new mmicipal ccoal terminal, At present there is {13,800 remaining

of the fund, but the Iray estate will take $8,101.07 of thate
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RIVER FLATS OWNER WILL ASX $8,101

Bray Estate To' File Claim as Missing Holder of 38 Lots ==
Will Clear the Way for Others.

Possibility of settlement of elaims on most of the property
in Little Bohemis squatter village on the river flats, appeared
today when it was disclosed the "absentee owner® of 38 of the
lots, for which no fee hol erg have appeared sc far, is preparing
to file a petitiom in Dlstriet Court within a week asking award
of §8,101.07 set by the ecity as the walue of the parcels.

Uthe mystery ovmer™ is E. H. Bray estats, which has
constitubed a stumbling bleock to settlement for many of the
flats of residents /§ic 7 who lost their home when the eity
took over the property as the site of the new lunieipal Coal
terminal,

No Word From Estate.

Under the methed of condemnation dwellers have been
appearing at hearings when awards have been granted for the
lots, at which tine the residents have proved ownership of
buildings erected on the property and have received compensation
for the loss of their bulldings from the award.

But so far the Bray estate, holders of a good share
of the property, had not been heard from and apparantly could
not be located.

Petition for the awards, however, will be presented soon
by & Mpls rep. it was disclosed today, thus opening the door
to settlement of clains for many of the holdouts om the flata.
Frank Badnsrek, and lr. and Mre. Gus Peterson, the oldest
residents of the "gabbage Patch™ are believed to be living
on the Bray percels.




fribune. April 10, 1831. P. M.

Four heirs to the Bray estate, left by a former Mpls.
family who are living in the east, have refrained from
coming forward until this time in order to allow the
condemnation process to be carried through.

At presemt, some §13,800 remsing in the fund appropriated
for the condemaation of the "Cebbage Pateh" but the §8,101.07
elaim of the Bray estate, together with eclaims from a
Weshburn estate, which are expeeted shortly, will take wp

most of the fund, it was said.
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Mimeapolis Journal, Mareh §1, 1081

JONE DEFENDER OF RIVER COLONY FLATS BAYS SEYLL FIGHT EJSCTION T0 THE LAST
DITCH,

Defies City To Move Him Oyt - Olthers evacuvating rapidiy.

"get out? You bot I won't pet out, mot %ill they pay me."

"For 42 yoars Frank Daduarek hag 1lived in the flats, and the only
thing that has over chased hin off his "land" has been the rising Mississippi
river, and each time the ourling brown waters have receded from about his
home, he has retumed,

"How with much of the colony wrecked Lo make way for the new coal
Yorndnal , with his friends loaving dally ¢ let hin wage his batile single Xk
hended, with sosttered pilos of lumber and yubbish littering up the place
viiere onoe the picturcsgue eolony stood, he is making his last stand,

"A11 he has left of hia verious homec is a Gx0 sheck, YNe wows he
ghall stay until he is pald for his property.

"Seattered ruins have veplaced the preoy and browm shacks of settlement
as wrocking bars have eaben into the homes of little Bohemim,

"8y Yomorrow, all but half a dogen of the veteran squatters will be
gone from where they have defied ejection for B0 years.

"A fow have become beligerent. Faced with eviction, mo jobs, no place
to go, they have assmumed defiant tones.

"hat's & puy Yo do™ asked one who deseribed himsell as a "Citizen” of
the lats yesterday when a group of them gathered around a buming shed; "I
was born In the shack they're Licking me out ofe I can't even get a job on
the river. Is That falr?”

"lirs. Cus Peberson came from Sweden in 1888 to flats (a bride), "of

course I'm sorry to go,” she says, "but we would have been paid for the
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house. I'm getiing teo old for the pima. but wo have had some good times

dowm here.

"But up on the other end of the cclony, Brank Badoarek breathes
defiance and is sitting dight. With barely a place left for him to sleep,
o is holding his ground and wvowing he will keep it. "let ‘em come™ he
sald, "I'm yeady for them. let them try o throw me outs I've beat the
Friver and I'11 beat thewm.”

As far a8 bo is converned the noxt move is the eity's. With what

defense he would offor resistence, he would not say,
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‘lone Defender' OF RIVER FLATS HAULS DOWN OLD GLORY. SURRENDERS
AS TRUCKS BURY HOME FORT UWDER GRAVEL,

Friends help Frank Badnarek and Faithful Dog Move Oub,.

The 'Lons Defender' has been beaten,

For many weeks, while houses were falling all around him, Frank
Badnarek, dweller for 42 years on the river flats held his ground. After
all his friends had gone, he still pemained, holding out in the last house
in Little Bohemia, Byt the truckis finally geat him., Yesterday, when
web, muddy gravel from the bottom of the Mssissippi piver came sliding
through the door of his sheck, he gave up the fight. Fer three weeks, the
trueks had been dunping their loads all eround him, leaving his house stand-
ing in a hole with the roof pealking over the edge. The section is being
oleared for the new Mnicipal coal terminal. Frank remained, willing %o
pub up with a few inconveniences so long as he oould get in and out of his
one room fort. Yesterday, when they started to fill up his doorway, he
quit. Hauling down his flag which had been snapping defilantly in the
breezes, he eapitulated Yo the roar of mobors and orash of boulders. Hnyil-'
ing out his few belongings, with the help of a few friends, he wrecked the

home which has been the only place he Imew for meny years. Sitting upon

and =a
his trunkArith/washbub and bushel basket packed with odds and ends he had

salvaged through the years, he shrugged his shoulders and wondered where he
would ge.

Empleoyed in a steel mill, he was injured in an asecident and never
has completely recovered. Iiis mother toek sick and lingered near death
for months. Doctor's bills bub into his small savings. His mother died

and funeral expenses took the last of Frank's slender funds, To cap his
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misfortune, he has lost his home to make way for the new coal terminal on
the flats. With a %itle to the property tangled in a welter of litigation
and back tawxes, he could not pgain compensation for his dwelling. With no
place to go, and no way of getiing there if he had any place %o go to, he
dotermined o stick it out bo the bitter ends That bitber end eame with
the load of gravel that crashed through his door. With his sole sompanion,
a Scotiy, Frank sat on his trunk beside & pile of old lunbeyr which had been
his home and shrugged his shoulders philosophieally.

"ihat can a man do with all those trucks?" wes all he gaid,




April 29, 1931, Jourmal

Yesterday when wet, muddy gravel from the bottom of the Misslssippi

River came sliding through his door, he gave up the fighte

For three weeks, trucks have been dumping all sround him.




June 17, 1983]1s Journal

Petty (Frank Badnarek's dog) scle eompunion of his master, the Lone

refender of the Flats has been entered in the Journalts inimal hero Award
Contost for his loyalty to the man who now finds himsell parted from Lis hone

he has had Tor 42 yearde
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rwelve thousand four hmndred eighteen dollars and ten cents 18 now
on hand in the offipe of the elerk of Distriet Court waiting for all swners
of property in venished village, now filling up with grevel from the Micsisa=
ippi River, preparatory to construction of the new mmicipal coal terminal.

liobody claims it. Fee ovmers of property have to be paid, no one
else oan collects They seen reticent about coming to get 1it.

Jover is the tax collector, in this case, the sounty, which is only
waiting for fee owners to be granted their swards in order to elaim back
taxes, which in remaining eases, t tal almost more than awardse

Thus the eity has the land, those who could have the money don't
seem to went it, and those whe want it, can't have its And in five years,

the remaining funds will revert to the state, which will put the eity in the

unique position of having purchased the land, whieh is within the eity linits

from the stute.

L DL
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$12,418 WAITS FOR FLATS OWNERS BUT THEY DON'T APPRAR
FOR SETTLEMENT , AND INHABITANTS CAN'T BE PAID.

Is there anybody in Minneapolis who would like
$12,418.107

There is that much on hand in the office of the clerk
of District Court waiting for the fee owmers of property in
the vanished village of Little Bohemia, now filled in with
gravel from the Mississippi river, preparatory to comstruction
of the new Mmicipal coal terminale.

But nobody has clainred it. There are plemty of former
inhabitants of the village who would like to get it, but
awards for the loss of their homes eannot be made until fee

owners of the property are themselves paid. And they seem to
be reticent about goming imto court to elaim the remaining
$12,418,10 of the fund established for condemmation of the
squatter towm.

The Joker in this situation is the tax collector, in this
case the county, which is only waiting for fee owners to be
granted their awards in order to claim back taxes, which in
remaining ocases, total almost more than the awards.

Thus the city has the land, those who could have the
money don't want it, and those who want it can't have it.
And in five years the remaining funds will revert to the
State, which will put the oity in the unique position of
having purchased the land, which is within the eity limits,
from the State.
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CRIPPLE WILL LOSE LEAN=TO ON FLAT.

Squatter Kept Self Respect in Home of Owm --
Now he lust Go.

Down on the river flats by the shington evenue bridge,
once dotted by rows of poacnlu‘ lf'WJB* htly houses, now torn
and disrupted to make way for the mmiocipal barge termimal, .
police Thurgday {ound one last squatter to eviet,

They told Charlie Norson to move or, to leave the little
board and sheet iron leen-to he bullt two weeks ago when he
left a lodging house in the Catoway district in order to find
ireedom and guiete.

The little lean~to is on the ledge overlooking the
ississippi. There is in it an old ecot, e orude fireplace.
The ehildren who played along the river helped Charlie build
it,; helped him gather the boards and sheet iron. The lean-to
is oold, uninviting, dirty, but 1t is protected by trees and
there is peace and quiet et night, and teo Charlie Morson it

468 010«

Thursday night, seated on some boards in front of his
home, with an old railway lacternm at his feet, Charlie told
his story. In the light of the lantern, he looked 1like a
weire gypsy, his head covered with an old ren bandana handkerchief,
his erippled hand swinging idly by his side, his injured leg,
poisoned by & nail, held carefully in front of hims He is 48,
talks brokenly, haltenly.

"] can't find work," he explaing without self-pity. "Whemn
I ask for work they look at my hand, See. "He hold out the
injured hand for inspections "I hurt it ten years ago in &
powder explosion.”
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Fall, 1639

"I couldn't stand it up there in the public lodging house.
It was too noisys 80 I came down hore. I don't mean any wronge
Down here it's differents I can go to sleep and be by myself
and pray to God."

He ot to his feet slowly and welked through the confusien
of kegs and pails and collected junk that is littered about the
home of Charlie lorsone From the river came the low eoughing
and pounding of a dredge, deepening the river chamnel.

“I've lived in Minneapolis a long time," he said brokenly,
"See here," He fumbled in the pocket of his trousers, a bent
and twisted little man, old before his tive, and brought forth s
worn wallets He “ook out a piece of paper, ragged along the
ereases. It was signed by the official of a large construction
companye It read; "Carl Morson has worked for us a8 a sewer
digeer and we have always found his work satisfactory." He put
the paper awmy and mmbled, "But I can't get work,"

He lives on seraps from the butcher shop and dried bread
from the bakeries. The children who play along the river feed
hin, t0o."Today they brought me some salt," he said, "They
like me; I mlke faces for them." il

He brushed the dirty sleeve of en old blue shirt across
his eyes after telling of his wife who had died. He turned
and went back into his tiny board and sheet irom house to peace
and quiet that is on the river flatSeecese a woary little man
trylng to hold his self respest by having a home of his omisese
But Friday is moving day.)
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Frank Baduarek prepares to
and in "parlor" windows. "Trucks t

the left of him, vellyed and thimdred.™

e stood his puns, rin up & Mapg and h

ok oR g




HAME: Memie Groscost

DATEs Pebs 19, 1938

INTERVIEWED BY: Gladys Flieschauer

Mamie Grogcost.....sCzech, but American~born.

2101 2nd Ste Mpls,., (around the curve by the coal docks.)

36 yoars old.

Grade school education, and telephone aoperator 10 or 11 yoars.

Grandfather was a miller and postmaster.

len worked in the mills and reilroad yards. In 193], many went on the
farmg, This is so different now, it's hard to say how it was. One little
street ran {rom here. "It was so remanbtic....8ll treesescese It's been an inter-
esting place and I've enjoyed living heres We were not allowed to go way down
by the river because it was Yoo dangerous, but we always wanted Lo go anyway.
The village below was filled with dogss You don't see many dogs un& more, but
there were plenty of them here then. People would have laughed at pedigreed
pups, there were just all mixed ones then. It's sort of interesting sitting
on the windows now watbhing the boats come in,"

There used to be a train bridge right in front of the dandpiles
(white sandpiles by their house) but the U. bought it out and moved it way
over. There were many big houses too, but they wereall lmocked down first,
They were nearer to the river and the water washed out their foundations.

The Daliry cow woman was aoross from Carries.

During the floods---=-all those near the river had boats. The women
go out in the boats to get their clothes and pillowss ZTheir houses were half
in water. "They'd go out in these blooming boabs and go paddling around there."”
We thought if we oould only live there.

EBvery summer the artists came from the University with big canvases.
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One painted her on the back porch with a bis tub of leaves.
She used to be a Sckol,

Hey husband, German, was a truek driver on the WrA, and a union man.

8he says, "People think that dictatorahip is so wonderful, tut they ought to

be under 1t for awhile. We need Democracy."”

& ®




HAMEs Josie Verabec
2101 2nd St., Mpls.

DATE:;  Feb. 18, 1889
INTERVIED BY: Gladys Flieschauer

Josie Verabec = Born in Apator, Cszech, 1873,

Bdueations § grades of school. "At that time, farmerts children can't

do anything like go %o sshool. Different in this country."

Came %o America when she was 20 years old with four sisters. Their
mother had died, and their futher, 48, had married a girl 24 with 14 cows and
& mortgages They all worked on thelr father's famm, and came to Amerioa to-
gether when their father gave them the money.

When she got here, she wont to Gmmha, Nebraska, where hor sister was
being married so that she would not be alone in Jmerice. "It was very lonesame
when I first oome, but good eat. Cleveland was president then. On the farm
where I go, butter is ten conbts a pound, Good egrs for five cents the dosen,
two big watermelons for tem conts. Iverything mich better."”

She worked for a landlady who had 14 ozech beoarders for ten deéllars
e nmonth. Each boarder paid four dollars a week for bed and wash and food.

One was a Bookeeper, and she married him. ( a nephew to the landlady.)
"Two babies come, then he say he go to Chieago, Je put me on my sister's
farm. She had cows, but they no give milk because they are golng to have
babies; so we bought the milk frem the next cows for the babies and coffee.
Then I got a letter from him and it was here in Nimeapolis, so I come to.

He no want me no more, #0 I give hin two babies and a divorce. Kextlmrry
& machinist who work across the river at Powers. Ue died a long time agzo.
I work all the time washing clothes and eleaning houses for many, many years.

L G

When she left Czocho-8lovalda, she loft most of her clothes there « »
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"me single yet., Me no wamna go on farm. Clothes me have only good on farm,"
g8he brought her feather bed and three pillows, however.
* O o»
When she had time, she used to crochet "fasecinators" which is a square
woolen schawl for the shoulders or heads "Make money now for my good friends

and myself for Christmas,

In the 0ld country:
¥Only Christmas tree we have be at sshool, No tree at homees«.neveress
our stepmother no care for us so "priest's wife",.,.no ecatholie, protestant,

braid big pan of good breads...sweet bread with lots of butter, made for peor

children. Presents were pencils, writing books, nmuts and "apples once." The

very poor children got shoes fram the "priest's wife." She no call him "priest"..
he be "Minister,"

On Christmas eve...e"me no eat all dayeessnn® 80 hungry....mama boil
barley, and boil dry mushrooms, chop and put in barley and some grease, put in
oven and make brown,

Christmas day: eat beef soup, pork and potatoes. The rest of the days,
soup, soup, soup, and potatoes three times a day. The soups were usually rioce,
milk, or potatoes Rye bread bake on oven.es meke much better taste than in
pan. White bread same way.

In winter time, work in the barn in day time beating wheat with a
stick, At night, make threads for cloth, fix feathers for feather pillowse
Onee in a while, mon come with accordion and ask to dance, but we have one
small room and hay loft above. We sleep on top of stove, s0 no ream to dance,
8o they are sent away. We have meat only on hollowday (holiday)...father no

like that if I laugh. All week work like slave on farm, On Sunday, pray, pray

aend sing SONfBasssss
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No allowed to see king's castles and biz churches when cousin ’cake
us on train to Praha to see Sokols actesse"Oh I wish I could see all those
thingseeseno, all I do is go to church.”

My country all broke nows I hate to pet my papers to see how it break.
"I don't want to go bagks I like this counbry. I got it better here. Once
I almost jump into the Seine there. My father made me go to school with a
Jjacket like a patohwork quilt, and all the little girls and boys laugh at it.

Valentine Day: no send pretty papers, but men brought great big
cookies made Lo hearts to their sweethearts. "

She had never seen a safety pin or a bansna until she came hers Now
she works for a young Cerman and his wife, Wife be young and quiock and says
"Huryry up and be done and sit down. I say when I be done, I be done, I no
rush and kill myself. I work easy with much time.

e ook

Flatss

Their house is on the site vhere one of the stone quarries were,
They paid $§450 for the hole, and filled it with dirs for 10 cenbs & loadeses
(38 yrs. ago) That took many weeks to fill, City brought seme down from
streetss Nexbt door stop it because it was street sweepings and there were

horses on the street then. They just dropped it here, but he covered it with

sand, House was square to begin it. Kitchen added on, then upstairs made for

nOre peoplessssstalled "lst attlc." First it had only a fromt door,

A bank ourved most of the way around two sides. Once hotses fell
down the bank and btroke our shed and their feet.

"Once coal caught the fire, couple of years ago. Fireman can't cholke
that because 1t blg fire," It used to be the bLest place to live. Now it is

nasty. All soot and dirty and smoke,
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Karistesh (not certain about spelling) was a B8lovak woman who kept

cows in the cave for milk, She sold it for five cents a quart, but gave me
mores The cows jJust stayed in the cave alones In Europe, the little girls
and boys have to wateh by them all the time. - There are two sticks in the
ground with a young tree wound around and the ocows could go under or jump over,
but they have to stay inside when they are watched,

The little church was under the train bridge (left of Wash, from 2lst.)
When the flats were moved, one waman wouldn't go. They broke off her shed and
knook her house down. She say, I no move, so she build a fire on a little
kerosene stove and cook outside and sleep outside,"

Brewry had gone from this side by the time she cames "I just see by
cellar down in cellar down in bank for beer,

Belongs to a Bohemian insurance lodge, but no churech.

Lives where she works but goes to her daughterts house =~ the house

she speaks of here = at 2101 2nd 8%., Mpls.
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"There used 0 bo a whole mess of those houses down there until
just about oight years azo, "Herrick said, "they were painted all uright
golors, preen yellow, bluessessscnotines Just half of it was palateds They
erow pourde and painted theme The gtrings of gourds were hanglig ell over the
plaee, I zuess they sold thems Bvery house had a dicket fence arownd it whan
I was there, just a wooden fence, and lols of the houses were mude of drifte
woods The pesple were down there catohing driftwood all the tisme, standling
on & big wide pandbar in the Hississpppi and fishizng it out plece by plece
until they had enocughs Thay got all their feul for the winber thal way, oo
Lach one had a celery bed and a flower bed and grew iots of garlioc and peoppers

nY

and poopy seed. They lmew hos Vo oodk with that stuffl, too. I used to paint
down there all the times The kids sat for their pictures. le never pald thea
but T mused to take the stuff{ dowm to meke goulash and then eat with them.

I ate with lots of them without ever knowing their mames. Grandsa and grandpa
1 usually called them.

The pigs and oowa agbiives lived in the houses They had the stable
right ingide booause thers 0 spaoe outdoorsse the houses wwere too closes
There wore so mayy fences and houges and kids there wvas hardly space o walk
around, The kids on the lower levee were always dirby, but they wero healthy
1ittle devilse They bullt saus kind of a steam bath house dewm there, Resular
Turkish Sweat, quite & big alffair, they stuck theiy kids in thelr maiked and
boiled the gorms £ight oul of thely hideses They made homebrow and for a while
they bobblegred its Thelr funcrals wore almost a 8 bip as thelr weddlaga, they
had long ocelebrutiong for both of them.

: For a while there wus a portable sawnill that they used to cut the
logs they rescusd Iram the wivers All that stull has been moved cut now though,

When I came back from FBwrope, the firgt thing I notliced vas those

women flopging thelr clothes against the roclks down in the river, just llke
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did In the old countrys That’s how they did all thelr washine.

big boulders

¢

B - s de
thaught w

]
s

Just plain mats, They thonght st peintine vas wast

tolerant of us but uhey thought we ausht o be doin

were grown. OGuess they all thought Lhey we
hecause they wore irported peaple.

A3

They made Thelr o cigarse
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HAME: Mrs. Susan Cupke
DATEs Pebs 10539

INTERVIEWED BY: Gladys Fleischauer

¥rses Susan Cuplm, Born 1903 in Vazec, 8lowalkia, finishes her
Motherts (lrss Shingler) interview,

"ihen we were children in Burope, we used to go in the fall picikw
ing wild mushrooms, to sells We saved a little to use for the bigper holidays.
#we had every kind of berry grow there, strawberry, blueberry, end logan berries,
but we didn't eat them ourselves unless they could not be sold in the eity.

Vie alvmys raised our owm {lax to meke linen for our elothes, The girls
were taught to sew while they were very youngs They made all this beautiful
embboidery on their skirts and aprons, and on the men's clothes. Bach village
dressed a little bit differently, but everyome in one village dressed very
much alike, BEven the styles for marriage were different. We were all Sloveks
but each one went into his own dialect, calling everything by a little bit
different name.

In the spring, when we began to work outside again, everyone cele-
brated. The elinate about the same as ourss The men plowed the fields in
April, and after the first day when the men came back, the women waited for

them to sprinkle them with water to insure good crops.

When the first flowers bloomed, the girsl made wreaths from cowslips,

pinks and violets and all the other wild flowers, which they placed on their
heads and danced on the flelds, singing, then finally, throwing them into the
falls, meking wishes for good harvests as they did so,.

"1 do get lonesome for that. Bverything is so open there... the
fields and alls We never wore shoes then and it was such & good feeling to
go running through the high grasses barefooted. We had big ovens made of

brick outside to use in the summer time. One of us had to orawl into it to
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very '
make it/clean, and I used to love to wateh mother pull cut the big loves of

bread with a long stiok lile the Lmkers use here. From the left over dough
she always made little figures of nmen for all the children.

They didn't have a doctor in town and most of the people doctored
themgelvess The state provided a midwife for confinements; btut I imagine more
than one person died of ruptured appendix and thought it was a tumy ache.

In the winter tize, the women spimmed {lex and embroidered. The
meon made wagons, sleds and dolls from blocks of wood for their children. Even
their skates were made of wood with a thick strip of wire attached to the
middle ruming from the toe to the heel, and were held on by ropes.

When the snow was especially fresh, about eighteen or twenty of the
peasants congregated to go sleighing down the biggest hill they could find,
which was often a mile and & half long or so. The men had 4o pull the sleigh
up again, and two or threo rides in ome evening was usually encugh for every-
onee

When they washed clothes, they began ;mkiz.:g tham, then boiled them
for an hour or twoe Next day they were taken ocut and hauled dowvm to the
river where they paddled them with wide stiecks., They were rinsed over and
over until they were snow white, then paddled some more and rinsed again.

They usually had so many clothes it was only necessary to wash once . month
unless there was a baby in the house. |

Most of the women had mo irons, so when the eclothes were still slightly
damp, they were rolled with a rolling pin until they were smooth. Usually the
blacksmith's wife had a regular flat iron. They would starch and iron the
ladies ghirts for ehurch in exchange for a handful of vegetables or dried
fruits.

Like most other perts of Slovakia, their wedding feasts lasted for
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three days. The party left from the Lridegroum's house before going to the
chureh 4o be married after which they went to the bride's house for the
wodding feast. They stayed there until about midunight, then go back to the
groam's to conténue ocelebrating. Cypsie bands played for them, charging twelve
dollars for three days for the band, They usually danced the two-gtep, or
chardis, and sometimes three togebher.

Vhen the wedding y moves to the groom's house, they take the
bride's bedding and her hope chest in a bigz wagon and go singlng through the
streets at midnight, The hope ghest in this community is filled by the girl
and her mother and sometines an aunt or grandmothers It ineludes about twenty
five shirte and skirts for both hin and hers The skirts are usually pleated
or gathered so closely that they can be expanded or made smaller if the girl
grows heavier of loses whight. The bride is obliged to give gifts to the meén
relatives of the grooms This is usually a shirt she has made herself of
homespun, She givesthe groams mother a nigce shawl or skirt. The promm gives
his bride a pair of boots, amde wither of felt or leather.

Theiy father dies, and the mother decided %o come to America, expecte
ing %o find so many things betters "We certainly 4id, toos We like our
oountry, tut we love this one."

trip

The ‘hlj.n/to the sea port at Bremnen, Cermany, took three days.

Theiyr boat trip was seven days, and not a very comfortable time. "We travoled

& bunch of people Together in one roams BEach one had his bundle of olothes

and feather pillow. At that time,§200 of American money equaled $250 of

theirs. The trip cost §1500 of Buropean money. The mother drew it out like
a mortgage on their property.
When they came here, relatives told them of the Bohemia Flats,

S0 they rented a house which they later bought for §168. There were five roams
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in the house, and for the first year, her mether kept boarders to earn their
Hving. The next year she bopgan going out to do housesleaning and laundry
work in private homes. The payment for the house was called a lease rather
than rent and was paid two or throe times a year. (They camnot remember to
whon it was paid, & lawyer came collecting iz all they remeuber.) They oity
was had Deen piped below the bridge, but they never put it in their house, tut
went to the pipes for it instead,

The oldest boy, 18, began working in the sash and door Co. (Wabasha)
10 hours & day for $1.25 a days She began working in a laundry and a store.
Together they raised the family, paid off the mortgage in Purope and boutht
their home on the flats.

They liwed near enmough to the river to be flooded each spring when the
ice brokes The police usually kept pretiy good tract of the floods, and warned
them so they could be all paclked and ready to leave when the first warning
cames They moved to higher ground until it was safe again, two or three families
living togsther, many polng to the buildings around them, same staying ia the
beer caves. Afterwards, they had to go back and clean out all the sand and
dirt that the water washed in, dry them out and move in againe

Noved out in 1981.

"We have mever tmken anything fras anyome. Vo have always worked.

Susan Cuplm is merried mow and has four children of her owm.

Slovekia has always been under sameone's yoke, yet it is such a tiny

places They have rich iron and coal mines but they are all conmtrolleds They
have same of the best textile workers in the world there, and ome of the
best glass Maoctories. It mekes the Bohemia pless that is nobed for its besube

iful ormamentation and hardnosse




L

HAME: JNrse Susen Shingley
DATEs Febe 19030

INTERVIERED BY: GCladys lelechauner

Mrse Susan Shingler, born 1887 in Vasec, Slovakia, under the rule of Ausiria
Hungarys Came in 1214, o widow with four childrens

In Slovakis, Vazoc was considered a progressive 1ittls village about twemby five
years azcoe It had a population of aplroximately six or soven thousend people, and

mostly &« famming districh.

Kost of the furmers in the village cumed thelr cmmed property, a pair of omen

and mil: cowse Suue Oumicd Doe hives, and others a blacksmith ashop, and although
moniey was vory secldas seen, they birtered Uhelr products smong themsell whenever
occasion celled for it. (These people, as & raca, ave very proud and do not want
anyone o give them o thivgs They cament on reliefl with hatred.

Desides Ghal, & band of gypiles was usunlly no farther away than the edpe of
the village vho made nails, wason chaing, loives and ringe, who ceme constantly to
the peasant's door, selling theiy weres for noney and sumetines even for foods

in Vazeo, the average cobtiage had three roaus with a big hay loft overheads
One of these romms wos used for ¢ooking and eating, It was equipped with o hovee
made etove built of bricks which had an iren top and ovem, a lone wooden table
and beuch. OCcmetines they bad silverware, but most of the people ate from one
large pan with & wooden or horm spoon they had made theuselves.

Cen roan wos us for sleoping, and the other ane for storage, where great bunches
of oorn were hung by thelr husks along the rafors to dey, log strings of dricd poars
peaches and appleos dangling from the celling, Luclkets of haney, obtessspiles of
dried beryics and poppy seod.

ilrse Shingler says that either the psople did net Bate abimb vrescrving food
by eanning it, or 1% wns considered “oo complicabod or expensive for tham. She had

never heard of hougsewives caxming unbil she came %o peorise €9 live.
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the peasadte of the poorer villaszes nover killed thelr an=

imals for meat, dub lirse. Calingler says they had a herd of swine and & flook
of sheeps Theoy bubchared whesever they noeded meat. The wosds sround them
were filled with wild Doar snd deey, but the pedvle wore nover allowed %o
1l them for foods The lord would often ride imbo the village and select a
group of men to go hmbting with his, He paid each man o 1ittle

few pormies, not at all very much" to acoampany his

geme wes Lilled, was talon to the land-owmer's houses Wit

ne one vas allowed on the ting grounds.
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reasouably at first, Every one ol them hasg bebttard themselvose
Edueation high ideal, father Osxthollc Loyaligbe—e

old King Wensel (7)
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RVINWED BY: GCladys lelscl

Reofeorred to; Mise. Olegstad of 2210 9%h St Bo. (about Bender House)

Camo here one year azo Seplember from China. lented place near U
but aoross river vag 30 exponsive, Found this honsessofOur rovmg for nine
dollars, did a lot of repairing, mede a rock garden,; put up trellises, stes
furnished with carved dari Dwrnlture fron China, IMuelin drapveries hound in

3.3

tiro inch Bands of bLluse.seoopper trays of fHruiteseotos "We liked the view so,
it was jJust like beoing out in the country. Jaue people thing thet this is a
tough place to live, ut there 1s 1o more rospecinble plase in town,

olse but the vory rich have o view like thisg, BHoth taught in Chimss How he
teaches Zoology at U. All our friends wondor how we over found this pleceeses
Ve %ust hoard sbout it end llked it so wheu wo came that we todk 1t Ve used
to carry wator on Saturdey and £ill a groet Lig tank in the kitehen to use
all wooks lagt month we got the ity water put in. The water fram the spring
got so ewful wo couldn't usge its I had become all full of muse If we had &
pall of it standing in the kitchen, you couldn't stand to be in the roam,

About the only organizetion they erve active in is to help Chinns..they

yoth leoture for 1te The Mimneapolis Comitbee for Hon=Carticipation in Jap=-

anese Agression.
it one vime before the city moved the railroad in, Cerriets house
wes & great big o “he cottage she lives in now is really Just s little

part cut of the big hmuse. She had eloven rooms upsteirs full of roomers, and
three families living downstalird. SChe had just bought it the year and a half
before for $3500. The oity gave her 4900 dollars for it when they tore it

dosm. She leased The lot under tho bridge for five or fen dollars a yearese

two room shack gtill etanding which she used now as & storeroom, and intends
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to move back into it if the houses along 22nd are over moved away.

Thores was &

sourt all around her boarding house, with the red P in the mfddle of the

court, Now the red pump stands on the bBouleverd of 22nd.
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3D BYe CGladye ¥lelschaver

¥Mrc. Pastiss ~ fran Lanioe, Czoch. GO vears ago~-fatholic,

ter fathier wae & niller txd ownod thelr om property, =0 she had never
worded out untll she came ‘o Hew York. She was eizhtoon vhen she cene, and
had made the frip with {rionds ringing ordly the clothoes she had on snd a
feather tick.

Her ungle in New Tork ims a cigar maker, and she stayed there with
him for dwe yetirs. She had learuned to gpeak Gorman in the school ghe attended
in Cgoech, o shé went (o do Aoameptic worik in g Corman haie.

Uirroapolis aterted down here," she said, "there wore little boats
gn the river, the breers and the Heeuliful banise. Mveryone had {lowers growing
from thelr window boxes or arcund the trees. It wmd Juet 1ike a park, and on
Sundsys, all the people uged to come down tv have plonice and take plotures.,
and walk around th

Eer firgbt home wag on joper Flate ig Mimnespolls (proes
1% is & smell cottage alany 28nd Ave, Sa, and one of the fourtean remaining
homegs The ple cmme here becauge of the Lesutiful scencry theun. They have
oot mogt of it dowi now. ZThere used to Lo a quarry behind Petro's houne. ey
hugbend worled in the lwsber yayds on 2l Aves ag forenan grading lumbers He
has bear dead for 21 years now. Hirt by falling from a stone quarry 3C feot

; is feults I 30 ghould happen now,
r ligve no smbulance, 0 fouy nen carvied hin home with his
slkull broken. Imvalid for Lhreo months,.

There were six children to raisey, two of the boys worzed their way
thru colloge. Albert, the alderman in Mpls. now, studied law at night, and

supported the family by working in the day time. Iis brother Hall, a2lso worked

and helped, studying electrical engineering ‘at the samo timoe Doth are in the
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There was not the same Washington Averme bridee then, and not mueh
Undversity, there wvas a small bridge, but it was taken up while she was living
there.

Slovek Polish, Irish, French, Cermans all lived down here..ss.all
workerse.

8he has city water now., Three of the fourteen houses have,

Logs driving down vhe river in the spring raised the river for floods,
and when the snow melted, the river rose. It never came to the Upper Levee,
but she remembers the people moving into their homes during those dayse

In Czech, the people who had money had trees. She remembers having
a Christmas doll, They did not celebrate Decs 25th any other way than in the
church. The next day, they celebrated as we do on Christmas, The children
had presents if the people had money encugh. They never said Santa Caluse, but
always the Christ Child,

At Baster time, they had red eggs, but they never said the bunny
brought them, just called thes chiocken egsse The game of rolling egrs as they
do in Wash. now was popular samong her people.

"Bhech is & beautiful country. Too bad it was broken." She had lived
in the olty and gone to a school mueh like our /imerican schools (to eight
grades)

The farmers couldn't do thats They were pressed under the Frans Joseph.
low they are under the Hitler." I just want to go back for a visit.

Always had newspapers around for the children, so they would like an

edusation....oven when they were little.

(Christmas tree ornaments sewed onto a linen shelf scarf in the dining

rooms A pleated silk scarf tied over her white hair. She had just come in

fram e¢leaning the snow from the walks when we.arrived.

% % %




HAIE: lrs. Anno Petro, nee Hayda
276 22nd Ave. Sos, Mpls.

DATE: Febe 1939

INTERVIEWRED BY: Gladys Fleischauer

Born in Monhan, Slovalie Territory on Jamary 23, 1867.

Raised on her parent's farm in Slovakia, She had attended a small
school in the village where Bible, knitting and music were taught. st the
age of twelve, the children were confirmed, and education ended there unless
they could afford to attend a higher school. There was only one school room,
besides another adjoingng room where the teacher lived. They hed only men
teachers and there were about Fifty pupils each year,

Lend wes not measured by acres, but she estimates her father's farm
was about twenty mores,

¥hen she was sovenbeen, hor father died, and she went to one of the

e
lord's houges to work as a servmnt. er wages were twenby five dollara a

year, 3She had some friends who had worked ox farms as servents to the lords,
receiving ':ml;' 8 small perecontege of the erops they 1aised and ne freedom at
alls They had broken away and come to Ameriea, They wrote letters to her tel-
ling how free they were, so she began ¥o think this was & "sweet land," tooe

When she was twenty years old, her grandmother gave her $150 of 0ld
Counbry money to come. She went directly fram Bllis Islend to ke» o farn in
He Tep Fifty years ago. 8 yruas He¥, truck farming « 1 dollar a daye Saved money
to send for mother & grandmothers Fram there she came to her friend's in
Mimeapolis. Her friends had a big house where they took in roomers, so she
lived there, working for her living,

The lumber business wes praminent at that time and many of the
imuigrants worked on the logzing crews. Scme of the men were single and
boarded at the roaming house where she lived, Micheal Petro was one of them.

He had been born in Augtria the same year as she had been. (In 1897 he rot his
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geocord eltizenship papers, breaking awey from the Fmperor of Austirs.

There were no Chech churches here at that times There was no rreat
ceramony for her as was "the eusbor alweys™; but they went to a Cerman clhurch
with a German preacher officiating, whose languege ghe had never learnsd, so
she did not understand any of the ceremony exespting to Imow that she had been
narried.

Micheal Petro worked in the sawmills for 15 years, then becamo & gecte
ion wan on the treckse 85 years ago they moved down to Bohemisn Flats. Their
first house was the lower steps and cost them ome dollar a momth for rent
for & years (to Water Power Co.t %0 gove (7)e She did not seen olear about
thiss) Thelr next house vers located where Srd Streot was and cost tham twenty
five dollars a year, After that they bought s place for six hundred dollars
under the bridge...sonc of those places now oleansd up, aftor they had lived
thero 4 and one half years. At fMrgt they cooked on smll wood stoves, and
carried their water from the well in the middle of the villace. They ploked
up their own wood fyram the river banks and hills, always having plewty.

Untll the squatliers were moved out, they followed more or less the
customs of thelr mative land heres Always wearing aprons end head ghawls

to church, and going to market with their willow baskets over thelr arms. She

said, "If 1ts true about the bridge, I gcan't figure it out, why they would
move use My house I own now, and the next door houss is mine, My hunshand
bullt this one 28 years ago for us. If it's true, God only imows what they are
going to do mexb,"”

In her own country, she said, the little villaze she lived in did
not celebrate Christmas cur way. To her home it was a striotly holy day.
Although many of the other villages had Christmas trees, she had never heard

of one untll she came to America, There was no visiting allowed on her farm,
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they could not sweep the floor, and outside of milking the cow, no chores could
bo porformed, For two and a half hours they sat in shurch, and all day they
prayed. The food was prepared the days ahead, and no presonts wore givon.
(Chrigtmas season now--~-gmall artivioial tree oovered with tinsel
and cotton with wmall twisted wax candles snmapped on the limbe.)
Vhen she ceme over, sheé Lrought one feather plileow, & bright woblen
scarf and only the clothes she was wearing.
(8he wears high black shoes as & hengover irom the dsys when girls
in Durope wore boots or went barefooted. BShe nlvmys wears a pewesnt epron
and & dust caps She bhas a dosen bldeming plants in the winter, drowling sharp
bright lines against the snow covered hills outside. Above her door is a
bougquet of dried peppermint plant hanging upside

stomach mohes, OShe demice (with & greet deal of

keep the “evil eye” amway as cne of the Bohemian meighbors insigteds)

Her masband died of heart trouble & yesr agoe Sundaye she roes
to chuuch, and every other day when ghe is not tugy feeding the few chickens
she has cooped wp in the Lack yard, carrying in buckets of eosl or waber, or
chopping long logs, she sits Ly the windows and reads the Pible she brought
iran Chechy G2 years ago.

Worked at Dommidson's as sorubwoman {ran 1620=30,

Potatoes oouldn't be raised by the river because they rotted even

though potatoes are ome of thelr most important Tooda,
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INTERVIIRED BYs Gladys Fleischauor

Owaer of the land om the flats,

Fldelity Trust Co,

Perm lands Investment Coe == several Yashburn heirs mostly and

Charles E. Russell.

Charles He Smith

Florence B, Robiagon

Jenmy B, lane, also comneobed with the Vnehbuyn fumily.

Unce ugsed to be known as the Danich flats, and was setlled by the Danes.

¥ ®

S« Bs Thorpe was the first barge tc come up the river in 1926, It

came from SCe Loulse Most of them hauling cetton, however, came fron Memphise

The dock house was built in 1887, Io 1028, the land was scquired Ly

the city Ly condemmation by & resolution of Aldermman Feterson.

2

The Nurenbuwrg Brewry aud encther one where the radic towers are now
uged to be theres In 1905 the last ome was blown out of there by dynamite after
having been abandonod {or many years,

At one tinme, houses lined both sideg of ¥Wood St. and both gides of
Cooper, which run parallel with ithe river.

In 1917 the high dam was camploted, All those houses were torn off
those streets before then because they were the ones that were flocded cach
springs  Legs Jamed the river while the people were there. So many at at time
you oould waulk to the othor side on the Pgammed logs.

In April, 1916, théy had ‘he highest water on record, but there was

a heard flood in 1911 also.
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Finstrau's house used to bo a twosstory affairs The 1ittle place she
lives in now was separate from the rest and behind the biy ome. She used her
biack shenty on the hill to store potatoss, but if they ever have to move frmm
22nd, she plans to ge baok and live in it, and be the sole survivor of the
flats,

In 1928, a survey was made of overy house. rhotos were Saken of each

onos Thore wore OF houses and smo chursh left. They wer.all L maculate,

he says, "raz rugs on the floors, and featherbedsseseovery one so hiprh you oouldn't

soo the top of them. One house was right under the Washington Averue bridge and
had %o be ripred down. Some Sloval people hed lived there fifty years. "1
don't believe the man had had a bath gince he came there fifty years ago.  Any-
way I got the Ceneral hoapital to come and pet hi: and they gave him a bath,

and he died the next day. Thoy had a boy who worked at the Foundry,

Afber the poople got oubt of there, I tried to ret a wrecking campany

to tear the plnco dowm, so I told the people that they could have al! the humber
fron the place if they did the work and oleaned the ground up good. In less

than three hours the place was camplebely cleared.

Photographer who took ploture of flats:

A Eo fairies
017 4th Avee. Sos

Nege dove for about 25 cenis
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INTERVIENYD BY: (Gladys Pleischauer

Anng Sabels 87 yoars old. Boen in America 58 years.

Lived 10 years in flat, going directly there fron Europe.

Browm house below bridgoesss 2110 Washingbon Avenusessowns the places

(also has spring water)

In Burope, she lived in a little village like the flats where they
raised cows mostly. (Babie Czechoslovalcia,)

Hor husband came from Burope, too.

lie wvas a flowr mill worker, She worked in the paper mills, She came

to the flats because she had an unsle who lived theres.

Her house was in the flood, but she never minded it, Lived alonz
i1l 8%, Owmed house and sold it for $80,

When she came, she brought just a little bundle and a feather pillow,

Went to school 6 years in Burope,esereading, writing, ete.
Ho organization but the Luther League.

Natiomal affalyr in costume held Ly the church at Dania (Danu) ¥all, mPls,

Cedar Aves, 01d country dances,,,,p,circle dances. Vielin snd scoordian msic,

lleld once or twice a year,
3TONS s
Birthesseodmother brought presents. There was o big party at the
baptism. 7leld & week or two after the ohild is born. The godfather stands

up, asking for offering for the babics.

WAKESs Day person is brought from the mortuary until burial there is

eating and drinking, people stay all night,

CHRISTMAS TIMB: GCo around and seremade the neighbors under their
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HTERVIEWED BYs Gladys lelschauer

6 years old when he came with parents fram Csecho-Slovakia. Went to
a farm in Hebrasim {irst., Iis father oame bLecsuse in the winter time he had to
dig stumpgs. It wes tiresome work and nothing for it. lle was one of the cottagers
theres Czechs from his village went to Hebraska first and wrote, "Come before
it is %oo late," It wms to belter him. PFducated ones came for of more freedon.
fle said, "I wvas raised on the prairies of Neb, and then went to sheool aund
studied law,"”

Does not belong to any church,

lie belomgs to the Sokeols, and the Viestern Bohamian [rateornal Assoo=

iation, "That'e nol the only lodme there 1s, though," he insisted, “eanpetite

ion in lodges are keen, The Sokols, besides their imtermationally kmown zya=
nastios put on theatrionls, and public exhibitions of their gymmastics. Viomen
and men drill separately most; but sametinmes mase drills Once in three -yoars
there is a great one with aid of other units in uortlmn{:ern Distriet (Mim. and
part of . Dak., and part of ’.'-':',zc.} Duss for thisg orrenization are 3§ cents
& month,

Desides the Sokols, arc the £ ree thinkers, mostly called ratiomalists
nowe Thoy take rational view of religion because soience has glven ug & little
different view than the Bible tells on the world. FPor instance, he said,

Anthropolory

i

ssesthe study of man,..the Bible tells o rin was mede at such and
such & Xime, but sclence Mpures it out mare scientificallye..how Darwin says,
ie,"

fo has written a mayuseript whioh he bas given to Ester Joraby at the

Historical Library. It is mostly a list of the Bohemien lodge, a history of
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the first Cszech temachers and professors in Minmesota, Amma Hedobety vms the

first teacher of the Csechs ia St. Paul. JAunbonin Jeris taurht Corman to the
rublie schoolss Ve Ke Franda about 15 years ago wes principal of Central Hpgh
Sehool in 5t Faul. John and Acton Zeleny were professors of phyvsies at U.
John 18 now teaching physics et Yele, but Anton hed rebired bocsuse of 65 aze

Iiniteesslives in lpls,

Vytlacil, Vaclavse now in New York, but omoe a paizter In the lats.

i
Iahibited painlings of the lower leves at the publie Hurary in 8%. Paul.
The houses in the Ilats were afber the Buropean siyle, looking like

1i%tle ciger boxes on & narrow streets They were, he sald (reforring to the

people) cblivious of drama and mankind in its tenser numents in the metropolis

about them, There was an editorial in th uno about that time (1051),
s a mico "idetorial.” I Gook pains to translate it because 1t had such

ootlcal-=—alyle,"

Refs to Father Hovarikm, Cath




HAS: Reve Je Me Vyudny
419 Ontario Gte, Mplse
DATE:s ¥Fgbe 1030

INTFRVIEWED BY; = Gladys Fleischauer

Reve Jo M. Vrudny « pastor Sloval Lutheran Chureh

Born in Sloveltie, 1288,

Began training for ministry there, but came here when twanty five
years old and finighed studies in Amerion,

ot well acquainted with hi story of flatec having only been smong
this congregation for six yearss However, related prevalent superstitions,
folklore practised in his village in Burope, and related by mentbers of his cone
gregation to hir as part of their 1ife when they first moved to Dohemia Flats,
- Hany of the Slavs believe in the deverted spirits visiting them.
hen the table was set for the Christmas Eve gupper, & pladce was alwmys lefs
for the departed beocause they really belisved that they were present,

On Jmas Eve = just at sunset before chureh bells ring, the young ladies
who want %o get married, begin to swoep the kitcheu fleoor, Hhen the bLell

starts teo ring, they take all the sweepings outs The vilk g£es are usually

small enoush so every one Imows each others name, Tho first man they cee, they

believe they will get a man by thet name to marry. "The nidest part of that is
it usually works. The swoetheart hangs around waiting for her. The girl not
only gets a kiok out of it but usually a kisa,"

Before services Christmas Bve, the wives or housladies o dowm %o the
stable to give the cows broad and Christmes wafers, and perlic to the horso,
That is done so that the cows will bo good milkers for the year; and the
garlic is supposed to make the horses sprvy.

Then they wiii all go 4o a candle Lght service., Christuas day is
another long service when the streets are euply and everyone in the whole vile

lage is in the churshes. The young zirls and wonmen do not tale geats but stand

in front for the two and & half hour gervieos IU is comsidered a disgrace for
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then o move at all and sometimes they faint before it is endeds The young
married girls wear hats with a great deal of fancy ornements on them. When
hureh is over, they put the hats swey again, and they use it for about {ive
years. Aftor that, they are toc old to wear a hate Then they have to dress
1ike the old ladiessesesdo they wear shawls, j ot 1like that thing you have on
your head nowe" ho stopyed to laugh heartily, then said, "I always have to
langh with myself when I see all those young University girls wearing the hoade
ress of Burcpe's old womens"

Christoas celebration lasts about 10 days There because they are
mostly farmers and do not have much o do in the winter time,

Ericiar = 1 permy

filler = § pemy

Choenaker was the school teacher because he had the most education.

“mach village has its own superstitions, but the people from this pard

hag o spring custan called "Horend."
P

Vhen spring came, they made a dumny, usually & woman and stulfed 1t
with hay or strews The boys take it up and carry 1it, dragging 1% on The
stroch, and singing as they leap down the road until they get it Yo the
river, They thow 1t in the wmter singing, Dromm the winter." It is said that
this is a heathen custom, and was supposed Lo have good effect on thelr cropse

"Then the day after Haster ocame, the boys and men went around sprinke
ling water on any girl they found dutside. In some parts, they toock birch
branches and swung them on the women, especially on the young girls. This is
traced to the early happenmings in the Crhistian chureh, when Christ rose fram
the dead, the people comgregated on the streets and would mot go away. The
High priest did not like this and tried to foree them away by swinging sticks

and at them and throwing water on them.




Reve Js Mo Viudny
Febe 1939
Ge Fleischauer

If someons is visiding, or they have visitors, and a headache starts,
they think it is an evil eye before them. They have & ready oure, though,
+he nother, who is really the family doctor, tales a pan with water, and goes
to the oven and takes ocut seven pleoes of burning charcoal and throws then
into the water, praying as she does i%. The fire is pub out by the water, and
the sick pergon washed in this water. In some plases, they drink of it.
("the nigest part about it is that they really get well.")

If & farmor takes the oxen or a hord of swine %o market, he has %o

watoh them, and if he meets sameome with empty pails it is o sign of bad luek,

and signifies that he will sell nothing, so he turns back without trying.
On the other hamd, 1f he meets sameone with full pails, it means that hig luck
will be good that day.




HAL 304 Mrs ™ Z:ieforlu

DATEs Febe 19390

INTERVIEVED BY: Cladys Fleischauer

irss Kieforle is 83 years old mow., borzt in €iis house.
Parents wero among the first settlers here, came from Baden, Cermamy,

It was all hills and waber in the pocket and it reminded then so mch of
thelr hames Thoy bought a lob here for $500 when they could have got one up
above for less; but they chose this place because the real estate men told them
that this was to be the mavigation center of the nortlmost in & fow yoarse They
wore the first settlers on the upper lovee, but it was & great picnie gound then.

Father worked in the lumber yards and at Coopers, makine flour barrdls,

butter tubs and so forth,

(parents died in 1024, and 1025. Piose in nowspaper about them.
pap

lother's name was Xaltenbaok,)
Journal - newspaper library.

lor husband was a butcher for 22 years, now a night jenitor at court-
houses it first, the people below were salled the Shanty Irish.

Costumes: "Slovek kids used to wear three or four petticoats with
wide lace showing on the botbon,

A fruit house up morth used to dumpp fruit into the river. The kids
Took loge and sticks to reach for a banams or Orangce

A negro minigber used %o bring 20 or 30 down to the river to de DLape
tized every year. About 15 years ago is the last she remembers.

Quarries behing Fetros at one tine low wagons filled with rooks, such
big plecesesspassed by all dayeesblasting all the time,

Used to be & great place for sliding from Ceday %o the river, The
river used to be wider before the seawnll was built, They were not allowed

on the river, but they made ponds near it to skate on.




Mrae Elieforle
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University students used to xﬂmt & bob sled from down here. Sled

held about 12 or 15, Became alnmost an established gporte

They talked of shipping serap iron from here. They needed more land
than they had,

Spring 102¢, they came and told set price that they wanted pground and
houge had 4o bo moved tack for the vailroad. This house can't be moved on the
hill because the roof is too high 4o go wnder the bridges Kitchen upstairs and
dowmmstalrs has been added. Iad high fense to keep chickens for fresh egrse
During the floods, their friends, purt Bohesdne, part Cerman, brought, ch,
such a load of feather ticks. They Jaid on them and sovered with them. They
lugped it all in and we were alweys bewlldered of how we should make space for
it all,

Exeursion boate used te stop aeross frum us where the warchouses are
noe. One tire a loadof aubanobiles came up on the boat and everyona gob
exclited, thinking thet at last, this was becaming en importent shipping spote
The cars stayed there for a few days days, and aftor we had all gone dowm to
seo them thoy took them sway,

bales

They used to heul ooffee, tea, sugar and biz sedis of cotton up, now
nothing but coal comes,

Texes used to be B0 or 60 dellars u year, but now they have only a
half & lot, so it is cut some,

They have ome of the twm furnaces ia the valley,

There are three places with ruming water.

Childran want to get amay, Wit all her brothers and sisters have nice
hames, and no one wants this house, but her girls wvant a bathtube One son
Just got back fram the C0C. One deuzhter is a typiet at the court house and
the othey poes to South Iigh.

Boy, 18, goes to Mary Miller Vos. studying jewlry,medal.

"o ¥




HANEs THOMAS BHAFAR

INTERVIEVED BY: ¢Cladys Flelschauer

Thomas Shafars 60 years olde ¥From the boer eity of Budweise, Bohemia.

Came here in 18060 working his way up on a steoamers

on May let, went to work on the police force, in 1008,

Served 23 years. After 20 years, pension begen, s¢ he retirede.

Aublrect had a store here for about two years. EKEokesh started his
gstore about 1888, and kept it about 20 yearss

Danigh woman and a men living here first. e was always fishing, and
she was always washing and serubbing,

Appearance; Lots were run clear to the river.

Vhen Slovaks and Scandinavians came, the rest moved out,

During the floods, moved the people out in the patrol wagon to the

Sundey Schools on S0th Avee

4 or 5 smills used to be above the flour mills (before he cane)
rafts dowm the river bringing lhauiber,

Lived in the flats first. Bought this place, afbter living across the
streets renting,

Sawyer Drewry: Demriches and Noremburck and one other mansesesthen it
was tive to move the houses and charges leases, a woman came out and chopped the
ropose

The salons closed on Sundays. Went to the brewry for a beg and took
it to some house in the {lats. By evening they were all Pilled up and fighte
inge They came after him with teakettles filled with hot water if he went to

try to straighten them ocut.




Anna Sabol
2/19/39
Ges Fleischauer
their windows. No Xmas tree in Burope. lake mushroom soupe Juice from
sauerkraut with diced mushrooms and salt and pepper in it.

Bread dough is dried first, then made into small rounds, rolled in
poppy seed with honey for the Xmas feast., Some of these are put under the pil-
low on Emas Bve, so the young girls will dream about their boy friend. On

Christmes Eve, they never ate until the stars come outs Just before supper, all

got holy bread fram church, “ip it in honey and eat it.

EPIPEANY, If a girl has & boy friend she goes steady with, he plants
2 trees in front of her house when she is not looking. Hang leaves on the
house heres The people take them in and meke like tea for cough mediocine.

As goon as somebody moved out of the flats, another party moved in.
One Co, had a motoroycle, holding races, starting at the bottom of the hill
and geing up to the top of the bridgess..about 12 years ago.

People went out in boats and cances, picking wood out of the river.

She has a loom, and makes ruge.




Mrs. Franklin Vanek

1245 Lineclon Avenue

8ts Paul, Mim.
DATEs Feb. 19, 1939

INTERVIEWED BY; - Gladys Fleischauer

Bozena Vanek hag never lived on the flabsy but well acquaiwted with
conditions, and lectures at many national affairs,

"They went there because of the trees, and the way it was located,
cupped down there between the hills and cliffs." Ghe said, "that is how many
of their villages were situated, isolating them froam the industrial parts,
The many trees probably attracted them, too, In Burope, the trees are all

claimed by the landowners. The peasant's pick up the twigs and branches to

burn. For that "privilege" they are allowed to talke care of the new trees,

Fhenever one 1s taken out, they plant more, These are ¢alled "little schools
of trees." They nurse them thru, therefore, they love the forests. At one
time, they used to hold their worship in the forests. After many, many cen=
turies, these are almost.virgin forests. Now after the recent crisis, the
Germans took it over in two months; being short of wood, have cut dowm groat
groves of them, then took over the Czech's loeomotives to transport the trees
to Germany.

The @2echs are a more cosmopolitan people. (Costumes have bsen influenced
by western costumes..s..Cormans, Secandinavians,..s.only in the mountaing or
wooded villages are they very different.

Their national dance is sort of a quadrille like dance, something
like our old tyme square dance, The music for this is made of 22 old folk
songs, one following the other, the steps changing as the musie changes.

They use their theatres to impress the history they are so proud of
on the peoples.ssssin poems, plays, music, ete, The Hungarians or Austirans

are just entertained, and never get the real point because they do not lmow




Krs. Fs Vansk

2/18/39

Ge IMelschauer

that it 1s there, but the Czech people leok for it and are disappointed if

they do not get it.

Their 8te Vienzel Day is about the same iime as our Thanksgiveingeee
celebrate as we do...0ating and drinking,

One Slovak says to another: "What would you do if you were made the
emperor? Other Slovak: If I were made Buperor, I would put fresh straw in
uy wooden shoes every day.

lst Slovalk: Ohi If I were the emperor, I would make for milk to mum
thru the river, then I would just lie on my stamash to drink it."

The Czechs are very fond of telling this because they think it shows
how much the Slovaks really need the Czechs to “mother" them.

lisurice Kimball, who is a writer of Esech affairs, broadcasgted ¢ he
revent orisis from there, and he sald,"Czechs are more like the Scoboh than
any/of" the Slavss The maln difference is that they are not so attached to
their hard liquor. They even have bagpipes, although they are differemt thet
the Scoteh bagpipes. There is a little bag with a goat's head on its They
put the bag under thelr am and pump air into it with thelr armss It counds
like a clarinet or a flute, (a man at the Y.W, is supposed to have one)

Kolachld Day at Montzomery is run by the Irish because the fathers are
Irigh, the Mothers are Bohemians,

"Germans paraded in and took the ore and oocal mines from Czech. left
807 of the porcelian and glass industries. Left only the anthracite soal and
textiles. They took all the irom, but we ¢an laugh at that beceuse iron is
Just ebout gone. During the last 1000 years, it was all taken out of the
pround.

Gormans ocat a hard dumpling, Get imdigestion. Make him good and

sleks Dut I tell you, we feel that they just borrowed the place for a little

whiles You can't make a Hazi out of a demoorab,"
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ORGANIZATIONS « PREE THINKERS

Inberests are primarily gocial aud intellectunl. They meet regularly,

not Yo worship, but %o play, to dence, %o debate, to discuss and study ques-

tions of current interests or to stege dramatics, p.198
Bgth Catholic and Protestant Dohemians consider them dangerous as

an aogthetic element, while the missiomary socisties look upon them as a

force for evil "working overtime" and trying to destroy belief in Cod. The

Free Thinkers have a leader, howover, and they refor ¢o him as their preachor.

They have not been able to escape the neod of some presiding offieclal at

such affaiis as woddines and funerals.
Ingpurance Orpmnigation - Dohemian Jlaviec Fraternal Denmefit Tmion

In the exbra-church pastimes of a national, social or political
mature, much of the leadership is furmished by the free thinkers, The 202
other groups walt for the pastor or priest,

Decause so many of them own thelr owm property, they are interested
in the ballot.

Physioal fitness not only an ideal, but also a characterisbic of the
Czech sommmities, Proficiency in the drills, demonstrations and tournaments
of Sokols was a matter of great pride. Fathers and sons worlk bogether in
the progrem in a most wholesowe spirit,

(migrant Farmers and their children, by Sdmmd de 9. Srumer
Doubleday and Doran & Co., Ine,, 1929,)




0. FPloischaver - Cgeochs,

Newspaper is a leisure time deviee for lmeping the warious Csecho=Slovak
sottle-ents in bouch with ome anothor,

Why they ommo to Mmesota - Minm, has 37.87 foreipn-born farm
operators, one of the stabos reporting the largest actual mumber. Though

farmers, no land on the flats o farm, so worked on labor jobs, saved money

%o buy farms later,

To those who have given no attention to the development of the
Sokols in the United States, the very word Sokel is mystifying, because it
has not yet boocoww as fiydy ostablished a part of the vocabulary of this
nation as it is destined ¥o bLecome when its purposes, alms and ideals e
nore theeoughly umderstood.

The word Sokol is the Bohemien name for the faloon. The faloon is
a bird, foarloas, swift of action and sure of flight,

To Dr, Tyrs, founder of the Sokols (nearly seventy years before)
the faloon syuboliged thet indomitable sourage which his and thousands of
other true Johemian familiss cherished through two centuries of defeat and
oppression, and he adopted its name for the gymastie training society
wiich ho first established at Pragwe in 1062, This soclety or union was
the forerumer of today's globe-enoireling Bokel alliance,

This organigation of the Sokols, Feb. 16, 1862, was without doubt
the most foreceful factor in the soolal unification of the Behomian people.
The society met the need for assoclation and interchange of national hopes
and aspirations at a timo when Austrian goverment was casting suspicious looks
&t all publioc gatherings. The Sokol Unlon, originally created for the pure
pose of fostering gymastic training and physical improverent, was destined
%o bescome the most importanmt developmemt in the history of the Dohemian
pooplo.




¢. Fleischauey -« Czeche, ote.

From 1889, the Sokol union has had an wainberrupted growth. Its
beneficial influences today are felt throughout the world, and its mewbers
by the hundreds of thousands. Today there are over 3,500 Sokol wnits in
87 countries.

The first Sokel sceciety in the V.S, was founded in Chicapgo as the
Bohenlan gymmastic union. Its teachings soon spread throughout the countiry,
This soolety was ono of the first to proclaim the oquality of men and women,
Its oonstitution required that overy mamber must be or must besosms a oltizen
of the U, S,

A% the present tine there are 511 Uzecho-Clovak Solkol wnits in

the U, 8. holding elassos. In the winter thore are dances, in the summer,
pienice. Dramatic and siaging sceieties within the organisation are form-
od. In 1906 in St, Peul, a ladies muxiliary wae established. In 1908,
the lmmeapolis group was founded, Hawve their omn sumer camps. One at
Pine City, Sharew were gold to Solol menbors %o raise the fumds to take
oare of 1t. Camp building bullt, Lathing faclilities established,




¢. Fleischauer - Czechs (Visel.) Language.

Lanpuages
Up to 1860, Csechs and Slovaks used the smme literary language,
then Slovak dialects was adopted as Slovak's language. low the political
wion is bringing them back to the Czechoslovak language. P.11.
Dresnmy River

By Henry Daerlein, 18530 WY
Simon smd Schugber (pud,)

Southern Slave have scftened a great many of their words by dropping
some of the oxcegsive econsonents which make printed Slovak loolk like a
pruse thicket. "To the ear umtrained to debect ite beauties, its sound re-
senbles ncthing so rmeh as & person in showshoes splashing through half-

melted snow,

The Slowk Languapge has diphthongs in cases where the other Slavie
tongues use simple vowels. It is more broken up into different dialects
than perhaps any other living tongue and is nearest related to the Csech
language between which 1% and the Serbo-Croatian dialects forms a link of
comection, There are very many words not found in the Czech tongue, and
many features brought nearer to RMussia, Folish, and Serbian than to Czech.

Unbil 1040, Slowak hardly had a literary language distinet from

that of the Cszeeh. BSince then, they have developed an independent form.
P. 282

411 Slavs love their Slevic languages. The old Slavie language
with all its riclmess and beauty, which gave birth %o the modern Russien,
Polisgh, Csechs and Serbs. Croats lemgusge was elready so highly deweloped,
that even today, after many centuries of political and nabional life, the

Slavic langueges represent a strong bond of union among the different slav
Jos
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Slovaks have a polyglot jargon becavse of its meny oubtside

influences.
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Egssex and Onterio 5t. in the University of Mimesota Digtrict, and seon after
the work of building a new church was begun. The new ¢hurch building was do-
dicated to the serviee of the Lord on Wov. 4, 1908 Twe year later, Rev.
Mioktok resigned his oell here %0 eccept a call to lansford, Pa.

Af'ter the departure of their pastor, the congrepabion extended a

call to the Reve arol Hmuser, its fomer pastor. o accepted end led the

econgregation for the second time. In the year 1011 the comgrepation erected a
brick parsonage next to the ehureh, lauser served urtil 1920 and resigned
pastorage to retire to private life. Reve J. Vojjtlm became his successor and
sorved for six years. During his pastorsge, dissension arose anong the members
with the result that many left the church and organized & new ccngrogation.
Then came Reve Je 8¢ Onbka who served for six years unbil he dieds Then came
Reve Vrudny of Dethlehem, Pa.

Comgregation has a parochial schooleesseno school building, bub has a
class room in the basement of the church. Decause of that they teach only the
Gth, 7th and 8th grades. Chindron of the lower grades recelve their relizious

truction off Saturdays, and for € weeks durins the sumer vecation. Pmanher

Teachers have boen:

Derer

Sedory

Sendor

Kareis

Tanko, and lir. As M« Porko, its present

tencher,
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As early as 1580, Slovals of the Ewvangelical ILuthersn Saith,
began %o arrive and settle along the banks of the Mississippi River in
Minneapolise In the earliest days of thelr settlement, they tock eare of their
religious noeds by holding family worshir in the little shanties in which
they lived. That same year they beeame scguainted with a Cerman Iutheran
Pastor, Revs Frederick Sieverson, and he offored them the use of his church
sach Sunday morning, where they held services with the reading of the Postilla,
This contimued until 1880,

Reve Sigverson then contacted Revs Harol Hauseld, who was able to
speak the Chech language, and persuaded him to come to Himmeapolis to take
care of the religious groups of Bohemians that was inereasing in amszing mme
bers along the river bank. Especially was he nceded to aduinigter the Lord's
Suppar.

Rev. Hauser came to help. A coagregation was formally orgenized with

36 eharter mombers on August 2, 1883, The Rev. Xarol llauser Vecmme the first

vastor of the St. BEmarmel Slovak Lutheran Congrepation, and he was installed
as a ninigtor of the chwrch on the lst Sunday of Advent, 1888,

Servicos were continued in the German Iutheran Church until they
obbained thelr owm bullding which was located on Cooper Sts in the Flats,

The Reve Hauser served as pastor for five years, resigning his pastorate
here to acoept & call to Freeoland, Pas His succossor was the Revs Ds 2. Laucek,
who served the congregation only 11 mos,

The Reve Je Se Micabel bocame the successor and served the congrege
ation fram 1006 to 1910. During his pastorate, the congregation grow and floure
ighed, so that the church buildingy become to small, The congregation therefore

made plans for building a larger church. 4 plot of ground was purchased on
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