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WALCOTT, MINNESOQTA. WALCOTT MILLS.
The Welcott Mill was built by Donald Grant

Le Mayy, In February, 1871, it was reported that Grant

LelMay contemplated building a mill, on the Straight

about four mlles south of Fafibault. Notice was given to

nr J_
4

Mearth Walcott and other interested parties that s commission

would meet at the site of the propos lam on March 16, 1871,

to decide on the amount of damag 1wt Tl dam would cause
to lands owned by others than LeMay and Grant.

When 1t assured tha ne mill would be built on the

edford, a new road was lald out from the mill-site to the

Walcott voted $2500 for a bridge

at thlis point. The contract for

taken by LeMay and Grant. A bridge that
would otherwise have cost #5000, was bullt by them for half

the abutments of the bridge were also used

for the mill dam. The bridge had a hundred foot span. The

abutments were twenty-seven feet from the foundation.
Eighty-four yards of stone were used to bulld them. The dam
had a rise of twenty-seven feet from the ion and was
bullt of logs and plank, filled with stone. The cap timbers
of the flume were twelve by fou inchcoak, The race
planked twenty feet below the wheel pit and the sides were
riprapped with boulders.

The mill was thirty-five by forty-six feet upon the

ground and sixty-six feet from basement floor to peak. The




foundaetion walls were of stone five and & half fect.thick.
The remainder of Tt he building was of woods The girds nine
by twelve and the joists three by ten, placed one foot apart.
There were four run of s 38 in the first story above the
basement, with room for he 1f needed. The height of
this story 1s eleven feet. Wheat received here and dropped
into the bin in the basement, from where it is elevated to
the second story which is twelve feet high and will contain
one custom and one merchant double bolt, and a smutter. A
granary at one end will supply the stones below. The third,
or attic story will be us ed for the s torage of machinery.

O0f the four stones, t wo are for the merchant, one for custom
and one for feed. The flour, as it comes from the stones,
will be elevated and c ooled by a blast elevator. 325,000 feet

of lumber, exclusive of that used in the dam, were regquired

to build this mill. The machinery was built by 0.A. Pray of

llinneapolis. The Superintendent. in charge was M.,G. Rawlins,
who bullt the Ames Mill in Northfield. The cos t of the
mill was over $32,000, The mill was in operation by Ngvem-
ber 1, 1871,

Aboué e year later a storage elevator thirty-five feet
square and as high as the mill, was built. The lower story
was nine feet high and provided storage for many barrels of
flour. Above this were six bin r wheat, each twenty-two
feet deep, with a capacity of about 20,000 bushels. An E.N.

-

LaCrols's Middlings Separator w natalled, only four Minn-




eapolis Mills used thils separator at this time, An Excelsior
flour packer was added. This packer packed a barrel of flour
in from seventy to seventy-five seconds. The manager at this
time was J.C. Yurner. F. Hamel was first and F. Leonard sec-
ond miller, The total cost at this time was about $36,000,00,

During the year ending August 1, 1872, a totael of 137, 524
barrels of lour were milled in Rice County. Of this tetal
3,500 were milled by the Walcott lMill. The value of Mills to
e farming community may be seen from the fact that the average
price of wheat for the year 1n and around Faribault, where there
were seversl mills, was one dollar twenty-siz cents. In Owa-
tonna paper asks, "why don't we have mil st

TIn 1873, the capacity of the mill was elghty barrels of
;1our_daily. Power was supplied by the Straight River, This
same year, LelMay and Grant sold a two=thirds interest in the
mill to C.E. Skinner and Mr,.Henry Chaffee who was superinten-
dent:of the mill., During the same year a ninty horse-power
steam engine was installed. Steamwas furnished by two boil-
ers. This was now one of the finest mills 1in the state,

At this time the flour milled here was exporting, mostly
to Scotland. It was packed in number two hundred-eighty
burlap bags for shipment., The story 1s that the Scotch object-
ed to paying bransportation on the barrels, as they took more
space and also weighed more. It is believed that this 1s the

first mill to pack flour in bags of this size, Picking up a

few sacks, while at the mlll, was consldered tohquite the thing




by many otherwise honest men. Mr. Chaffee had sacks
ed "Stolen from Chaffee". This was considered
by many, and many sac were seen with a wide stripe of black
paint, obliterating the lettering. Mr. Chaffee had many a
laugh over this

There as a small bran shed, and when this was filled, the
remainder was dumped in the river. This cauged complaints,
so the bran was then dumped on the ground. The tetal revenue

of a mill was derivedfrom milling

wa

products had peractically no value here was no board

whereby a miller could protect himsell, : the event of
decline in the price of wheat: These s tw i ig reas-
ons why so many of the early

Some time during this period, Henry Chaffe acguired full
control of the mi later sold a heXf interest to M.B.
Sheffield. In 1880, M.B. Sheffield bought Henry Chaff
interest, and became sole proprietor. Hls son,
was manggere.

Milwaukee Rallroad built a spur track

-~

to the mill. This eliminated much of the u g that had

been necessary before. A spur from Walcott station to the

mill was being built and the mill was closed for repalrs and

improvements. New condensers and new rollers were added, and
i 1 - — ~ - -~ 2

e two hundred horse-power engin

after these improvements was three hundred

day.
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The mill shut down, after afull week run, at five 0'clock
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" WALCOTT, MINNESOTA, WAL vt ALCOTT MILLS.

The Walcott Mill was built by Donald Grant and Edward lLe
May. In February, 1871; 1t was reported that Grant and LeMay contem-
plated building a mill, on the Straight River, about four miles south
of Faribault. Notlce was given to Martha Walcott and other inter-
ested parties that a commission would meet at the site of the pro-
posed dam on March 18,1871, to decide on the amount of damage that
this dam would cause to lands owned by others than LeMay and Grant.

When it was assured that the mill would be built on the
road to Medford, a new road was lald out from the mill-site to the
east prairie. The town of Walcott voted $2500 for a bridge across the
Straight River at this point. The contract for this bridge was taken
by LeMay and Grant. A bridge that would otherwise have cost #5000, was
built by them for half this figure, as the abutments of the bridge were
also used for the mill dam. The bridge had a hundred foot span. The
abutments were twenty-seven feet from the foundation. Eighty=-four yards
of stone were used to build them. The dam had a rise of twenty-seven
feet from the foundation and was built of logs and plank, filled with
stone. The cap timbers of the flume were twelve by fourteen inch¢ 'oak.
The race was planked twenty feet below the wheel pit and the sides were
riprapped with boulders.

The mill was thirty-five by forty-six feet upon the ground
and sixty-six feet from basement floor to peak. The foundaticn walls
were of stone five and a half feet thiek. The remainder of the build-
ing was of wood. The girds nine by twelve and the joists three by ten,
placed one foot gpart. There were four run of stones in the first
story above the basement, with room for another, if needed. The height
of this story is eleven feet. Wheat f;;igygd here and dropped into the

bin in the basement, from where it is elevated to the second story
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which is twelve feet high and will contain one custom and one merchant
double bolt, and a smutter. A granary at one end will supply the
stones below. The third, or attic story will be used for the storage
of machinery. Of the four stones, two are for the merchant, one for
custom and one for feed. The flour, as 1t comes from the stones, will
be elevated and covled by a blast elevator. 325,000 feet of lumber ,
exclusive of that used in the dam, were required to build this mill.
The machinery was built by O.A.Pray of Minneapolis. The Superintendent
in charge was M.G.Rawlins, who built the Ames Mill in Northfield. The
cost of the mill was over $32,000. The mill was in operation by Nov-
ember 1,1871.

About a year later a storage elevator thirty-five feet
square and as high as the mill, was built. The lower story was nine
feet = high and provided storage for many barrels of flour. Above this
were slx bine for wheat, each twenty-two feet deep, with a capacity of

about 20,000 bushels. An E.N.LaCroix's Middlings Separator was in-

stalled,only four Minneapolis Mills used this separator at this time.

An Excelsior flour packer was added. This packer packed a barrel of
flour in from seventy to seventy-five seconds. The manager at this time
was J.C.Yurner., F.Hamel was first and F.Leonard second miller. The
total cost at this time was about #38,000.00.

During the year ending August 1,1872, a total of 137,524
barrels of flour were milled in Rice County. Of this total 3,500 were
milled by the Walcott Mill. The value of mills to s farming community
may be seen from the fact that the average price of wheat for the year
in and around Faribault, where there were several mills, was one dollar
twenty-six cents. In Owatonna, where there were no mills the price was
one dollar. An article in the Owatonna paper asks,"why don't we have

mills?®




In 1873, the capacity of the mill was eighty barrels of flour
daily. Power was supplied by the Straight River. This same year, le
Nay and Grant sold a two-thirds interest in the mill to G.E.Skinnei?gr.
Henry Chaffee who was superintendent of the mill. During the same year
a ninty horse-power steam engine was installed. Steam was furnished by

two bolilers, This was now one of the finest mills in the state.

WG
At this time the flour milled here was exnorﬁb&? mostly to

'Scotland. It was packed in number two hundred-eighty burlap bags for
shipment. The story is that the Scotch objected to paying transporta-
tiom on the barrels, as they took more space and also weighed more. It
1s believed that this is the first mill to pack flour in bags of thise
size. Plicking up a few sacks, while at the mill, was considered to be
quite the thing by many otherwise honest men, Mr.Chaffee had sacks let-
tered "Stolen from Chaffee". This was considered a dirty trick by many,
and many sacks were seen with a wide stripe of black paint, obliterat-
ing the lettering. Mr.Chaffee had many a laugh over this custom.

There as a small bran shed, and when this was filled, the remain-
der was dumped in the river. This caused complaints, so the bran was
then dumped on the ground. The total revenue of a mill was derived from
milling, as at this time the by-products had practically no value.
There was no board of trade, whereby a miller could protect himself, in
the event of a decline in the price of wheat. These are two of the big
reasons why so many of the early millers lost all they had.

Some time during this period, Henry Chaffee acquired full con-
trol ¢f the mill, and later sold a half interest to M.B.Sheffield. In
1880, M.B.Sheffield bought Henry Chaffee's interest, and became sole
proprietor. His son, B.B.Sheffield, was manager.

About 1885, The Milwaukee Rallroad built a spur track to the mill,

This eliminated much of the hauling that had been necessary before.
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A spur from Walcott station to the mill was being built and the mill
was closed for repairs and improvements. New condensers and new rollers
were added, and a two hundred horse-power engine was installed. The ca-
pacity, after these improvements was three hundred-fifty barrels a day
J.Clark was engineer; Joseph Dent, First miller; 0.H.Larson, Second
miller; and Seth K.Humphrey, office employee. Two or three new dwell-
ings for employes were built, and a store built and opened by J.B.Grant
Improvements were being constantly made and a new packing house was
built in 1892, Repairs were not carried everywhere,and when a cylinder
head blew out, also breaking the other head, Mr.B.B.Sheffield had to 2. 0)
to Milwaukee for repairs. There were thirty cars of wheat on the tracki
and as there was no place to store it, one dollar per car had to be
pald until repairs were made. Shortly after this mishap, Jones and Cha-
ppuis were awarded a contract to enlarge the elevator to s capacity of
40,000 bushels. By this time quite a village had grown up around the
mill.

The Mills were now in excellent condition and had five double
sets of nine by twenty-four Allis rollers and reels to match. Mr.Shef-
. field had seventeen elevators in the Dakotas and Minnesota, for the
buying of grain. The capacity of the mill was 1,000 barrels daily, and
the mill furnished freight for twelve cars daily. The biggest run of
flour in one day was 1,086 barrels .Over $2,000,000.00 was prald the
rallroad by the Walcott Mill in fifteen years. The flour was of a very
good quality and was known in many places. 4n inquiry and request for
samples was received by Mr.Sheffield, from a buyer in Constantinople.

The mill shut down, after a full week run, at five O'clock in
the morning, Sunday November 3,1895. The customary repairs and over-
hauling were in progress. Shortly after ten O'clock in the morning,
second engineer Hubert Pirkl and fireman Nels Borgman were in the boil-

er room and saw smoke coming from the pump room. Louis Dassa,millwright

closed the iron doors leading to the pump room, and was overcome by smoke,
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' " He was rescued with great difficulty. Within fiftéen minutes the roof

fell in. Only two buildings north of the mill, the dwelling of Walter

Scott, chief engineer and that of W.B.Adams, the graln buyer, were saw

ed. Besides the mills, elevators, warehouses, packing houses, office
buildings, several hundred cords of wood, three dwelling houses, and
two or three barns, the boarding house managed by Thomas Moffat, the
store and Post Office owned by L.Knudson, the dwelling occupied by Mr.
Knudson, and owned by Joseph Kent, the house owned by A.J.Grant, and
occupled by Martin Green were burned. Edward Thatcher, head miller, who
livedoze quarter mile from the mill, lost two barns and several small
buildings and some feed. The house owned by Thatcher and occupled by
James Ritchie, was also destroyed. The straﬁ stack of Ole Torgusson,
half a mile from the mill, also caught fire from the flying embers and
his machine shed, some machinery, a bugey, some fodder and nine fat
hogs were burned. The books of the Walcott Creamery, which were in the
mill office, were destroyed. It was with great difficulty that the
buildings of Gale Sexton, three quarter miles from the mill were sav-
ed. 35,000 bushels of wheat in the elevator and five cars of wheat and
flour,on the track, were burned.The Faribault Fire Department was cald
ed, but the fire had such a start that nothing could be done. The loss
was estimated at between 150,00 and 175,000 dollars, of which $77,500
was covered by insurance.

The buildings remaining in Walcott were moved to the Polar Star
M11l in Fatibault. The buildings were loaded bodily on two Minnesota
wagons and pulled by eight or ten horses. The moving of these build-
ings énded the villages

References, and information was obtained from Fred Chaffee, al-

s0 from the Faribault-Republican, February 15,1232; September 13; Nov-

ember 1,1871; August 7; September 25, 1872; March 28; October 29,1873;

September 23,1885; August 31; December 28,18923; February 15; March 22;

October 25, 1893; November 28,1894; and November 6; 20; and July 10,1895,
Lester Blals. June 19386,




BIOGRAPHY OF HENRY C, WALDECKER

MOWER COUNTY AUSTIN, MINNESOTA

Henry Waldecker was born in Illinois in 1858, Both
his parents were German, his father born in Germany in
1811 and his mother 1n either 1812 or 1813, Mr, Waldecker
does not know the date of their arrival in America but they
came singly and met and were married in Illinois.

Henry Waldecker started an apprenticeship at the age
of 15 at Freeport, Illinols, under a German-Polish army
gun-smith, nemed Rudolph Felk. All work was done by hand
but he maintained a library in connection with the shop and
agsidiously gathered all books containing new innovations
In the art of forging and tempering steel thereby combine
ing theory with practice. All work turned out in this
shop was actually manufactured from a raw material base.

After serving an apprenticeship of five years, MNr,
Waldecker struck out for himself working for different

people, always picking out someone who did outstanding

work in tempered steel, especially men who pioneered in

new methods.
Up to that time guns were bored by a draw-boring
process. He. Je. Drew of Dixon, Illinols, advertised what
was called the "patent Shoot", that 1s what 1s known'today
as choke boring and is done with reamers. There Mr, Waldeck-

er worked for some titie at repalring and manufacturing guns.
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These are not to be confused with the general run of guns,
each gun belng an individual product and targeted. An

ice house built of planks was used for this purpose the
targets being drawn upon its walls, each gun tested in
every manner for performance in actual use, Among the guns
manufactured by Mr. Dixon, many were winning pieces in high
class shooting matches.

In 1877, Mr, Waldecker went to Decateur, Illinois, to
learn mass tempering of steel. This method was introduced
by a German named Miller, who tempered steel springs by
putting thousands of them in a case. Up to thls time the
only method known was to temper each individual spring.
Naturally, this made spring steel or any kind of tempered
steel very expensive, Young Waldecker perfected himself
in this art with such success that as a matter or record
very few States do not have guns with high standings in
competitive shooting made by Waldecker, Some guns even
went to foreign countries and for example two sent to
Florida and one to California were national prize winners.
One special order jJob went to China. Another order was
filled for a gun of speclal design and was taken to Germany
for the purpose of obtaining a sample of the choke-boring
method. None of these guns were in any sense "assembled"
as all parts were made by him and only the tubing for
barrels were directly imported from England in the rough.

Mr., Waldecker is the proud possessor of a gun into which

he worked all the ideas which had come to him in his long
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years of experience. This gun 1s deserving of a story
by itself, particularily so because he worked on it for
over fifty years in spare time and only completed the
work a few months ago upon retirement from active oper-
ation of his shop.

Henry Waldecker came to Austin In 1879 and soon
after opened a shop on the north side of the Court House
Square, east of the First Natlonal Bank Bullding end

he says that game was so plentiful then, there never

was a time when he was really caught up with his work.

In this shop he worked as he had been taught, taking
the raw material and transforming it into the finished
-product, always taking a justifiable pride in his work, his
maln ambition being to excel in his line and to give honest
value., Later he moved his shop to a location on east Mill
Street which he occupied until the cyclone in 1928, when,
the bullding beilng badly damaged, he bullt a shop in the
rear of his residence at 508 West Bridge Street. This
same shop 1s now conducted by a former apprentice, Charles
Barr, who 1s a very capable man and in effect carries on
the business in which he had been associated with Mr, Wal-
decker so the only noticeabe change 1s in the name of the
firm, Austin 1s well provided with a gunsmith end mechin=-
ist speclalizing in fine steel work. All the original
equipment remains there much or nearly all of 1t was made by
hand.

Henry Waldecker was marrled in 1881 to Elizabeth

Andrews of Austin, daughter of Professor Andrews, leader

of the second high ranking regimental band of the State,
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According to many old settlers, this band was a factor
in making Austin well-known muslically. In order %o
enter this band, Mr, Waldecker, Jolned the militia company.
The band led the regiment at a reception at the Twin Cities
celebrating the completion of one of the Northwestern
railroads to the Pacific Coast. (Mr, Waldecker does not
remember the date but beleives it may have been elther
the Great Northern of the Northern Pacific.). Among the
notables present were General Logan and General Sherman,
Mr, Waldecker had drilled this band in the national slg-
nals and salutes, On this day they were pald $100 extra
for outstanding performance, Mr., Waldecker, today, is the
only surviving member of this famous band of bygone days
of which Austin and the State were so justly proud.

Mr. Waldecker served on the School Board, Library
Board, Charter Board and on many early grand jurles.

He helped to promote many clvic projects of all descriptions.

He now lives by himself 1n a neat and pretty home whilch he

purchased shortly after his marriage and which he has
occupled continually‘since. His wife dled in 1936.

Mrs, Waldecker was an outstanding musician. She was

and organist and leader of cholrs all her life until a

few months before her death. They had no children but a
niece was a frequent visitor. Mr, Waldecker greatly misses
his wife but busies himself in caring for the home and
surrounding grounds, There 1s a tree bearing a hybrid
apple developed by himself, the result of grafting; the
fruit is of a pleasing flavor and not llke any other known

apple.




Reclplents of this fruit claim it has distinct medicinal
properties. Mr. Waldecker does not confirm this.
Mr. Waldecker says that he never sought politiecal

office nor does he wish to intimate that any office

ever sought him., He does not like the use of the per-

sonal pronoun. He wlshes to be remembered mainly through
hls various achlevements, his famous guns, his work at

the Mayo Clinic at Rochester and his several inventions.




Austin,Mower Coumty,Minnesota.

Subject:Pioneer business and perscnal history of Henry C.Waldeck cer
( Proprietpr

Henry Weldecker was born in Illincis in 1888 of German parents,
the father being born in Germeny in 1811 and the mother in 1812
or 1813.The date of their arrival in Americe is not known but
they came singly and met and were married in Illinois.
Henry Waldecker started an apprenticeship at the age of 13
at Freeport,Illinois under a German-Peolish army gun-emith,named
Rudolph Felck.All work wés done by hand but he maintained a library
in connection with the shop and assidiously gathered all books
containing new innovations in the art of forging and tempering
steel thereby combining theory with practice. All work turned out
in this shop was actually manufactured from a raw material base.
After serving an apprenticeship of five years Mr.Waldecker struck
out for himself working for different people,always picking out
- someone who did outstanding work in tempered steel,especially
men who pioneered in new methods.
Up to that time guns were bored by a mrmw draw-boring process.
H.J.Drew of R¥zm Dixon,Illim@lis adverticsed what was called the
'patent Shoot',that is what is known today ss choke boring and
is done with reamers.There Mr Waldecker worked for some time at
repairing and menufacturing guns.These ere not to be confused
with the general run of guns,each gun being an individual product
and s&rgeted. an ice house built of planks wés used fornthis purpose
the targets being drawn upon its walls,each gun tested in every
manner for performance in actual use. Among the guns manufaclured
by Mr Dixon many were winning pieces in high-class shooting matches.
In 1877 Mr. Walcdecker went to Decater,Illinois to learn mass
tempering of steel.This method was introduced by a German named
Miller who tempered steel springs by putting thousands of them
in a case.Up to this time the only method known was tc temperxmgx
each individual spring .Naturally this made spring steel or any
kind of tempered steel very expensive.Young Waldecker perfected
himself in this art with such success that as a matter of record
very few S&tes do not have guns with high standings in competit-
ion shooting made by Waldecker,some going to foreign countries
for example two being in Florida,one in California which were
national prize winners.One special order job going to China.
Cne order was filled for a gun of special design and was taken
to Germany for the purpose of obtaining a sample of the choké-
boring method.None of these guns were in any sense'assembled’
a8 all parts were made by him only the tubing for barrels being
directly imported from England in the rough.MrW.is the proud poss-
essor of a gun into which he worked all the ideas which had come
to him in his lengdyears of experience.This gun is deserving of
a story by itself particularly sc because he worked on it for
over fifty years in spare time, thougl-how-he-managed t6 have-any
spare time is hard to visuali®e,and on.y completed the work a
few months ago upom retiring from active operation of his shop.




WALDECKER

Henry Waldecker came to Austin in 1879 and scon after opened a
shop on the north side of the Court House Square,east of the First
National Bank Building and as he says game being so plentiful then
there never was a time when he was really caught up with his work.

In this shop he worked as he had been taught,taking the raw material
and transforming it into the finished préoduct,always taking a justi=-
fiable pride in his work,his main ambition being to excel in his
line and to give honest value.later he moved his shop to a location
on east Nill St.which he occupied until the cyclome in 1928 ,when,
the building being badly dameged he built a shop in the rear of
his residence at 508 West Bridge St.. This same shop is now cond-
ucted by a former apprentice,Charles Barr who is a very capable man
and in effect carries on the business in which he had been associated
with Mr.Waldecker so the only change noticeable ies the change in
the name of the firm.Austin is well provided with a gunsmith and
machinist specializing in fins steel workjtAll the original equip-
ment remains there much or nearly all of/being mede by hand.

Henry Waldecker was married in 1881 to Elizabeth Andrews of Austin
daughter of Professor Andrews,leader of the second high ranking
regimental band of the State.All th local old-timers will testify
that this band was @& factor in putting Austin on the map,musically.

In order to enter this band Mr.W. joined the militia company.

This band wxsxhiredxizxpiayxuxxzxrecepxisn led the regiment at
a reception at the Twin Cities celebrating the completion of one
of the northwestern railroade to the Pacific Coast.(either G.N.
or N.P.,Nr.W. does not remember the date) when among other notables

Generales Logan and Sherman were present. Mr. W.had drilled this
band in the national signals and salutes.On this day they were paid
$100.00 extra for outstanding preformance.By the way kr.waldecker,
the narrator is the only surviving mémber of this famous band of
days gone by,of which Austin and the State was so justly proud.

How such a busy men found time to take part in so many activities
is beyond understanding bt he did serve on the School Poard,Lib-
rary Board,Charter Board and served on early Grand Juries.His name
also appears in many lists of people taking part in pushing worthy
civic proj#cts of all descriptions.He now lives by himself in a
neat and pretty home which he purchased shortly after his marriage
and which he has occupied continually since.His belcved helpmate
died during 1936, the was an cutstending musician being organist
and leader of choirs from childhood until a few months bfoee her
passing.They had no children but a nicce is a frequent visitor.

Needless to say Mr.Waldecker greatly misses the partner of his
Jjoys and sorrows. He busies himeelf in caring for the home and
grounds which show loving care.There is a tree bearing a hybrid
apple develcped by himself,the result of grafting,the fruit being
of a pleasing flavor,not like any other known apple.Nedghbors,
who have been recipients of this fruit claim it has distinct medi-
cinal properties.Mr.Waldecker does not confirm this.

Mr Waldecker wishes to saéte that he never sought political
n®x office nor Aoces he wish tb imtimate that any office ever
sought him.He does not like the use of the perescnal pronoun;this
made it somewhat difficult to get a story from him and this was
only possible because the writer had some information concerning
different achievements such as the famous gun,work doue by him
in the shop maintained by the Mayo Clinic at Rochester for the
making of surgical braces,etc.,also several inventicns of which
we will learn in a separate story as Mr.W.wishes it so.




INVENTIONS BY HENRY C. WALDECKER

MOWER COUNTY AUSTIN, MINNESOTA

When electric lights first came into general use,

the are light was used wherever there were electric street
lights, also 1n some business houses and factories. These
were not the light we know today as they did not produce

a steady light but flashed and therefore were really
damaging to eyesight. Mr, Waldecker made and patented a
contrivance to correct this condition and sold the patent
rights to a banker named Harry Batchelder from Miles City,
Montana for $10,000 cash, reteining ten per cent royalty
rights. Mr, Waldecker voluntarily reduced this amount to

2% per cent as upon investigation it seemed excessive.
Weldecker and Batchelder took this contrivance to Yew York
City and demonstrated it in the store of Charles, Broadway
and Rouse, and also went to the shop of Thomas Edlson with
i1t., At that time the electric light business was controlled
by Thompson and Houston of New York and they were interested
to the extent of making Batchelder an offer to buy his
interest for $20,000, double his money. but he refused.

They went to Chicago and made ready to menufacture
their 1ight, Mr, Waldecker making the machinery for the
manufacture of the parts, They made and sold a goodly num-
ber of thelr lamps but belng inexperienced in the commercial
field they could not compete with the combination which had

been formed by Mr. Edison and the Thompson-Houston interests
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8o Mr, Batchelder eventually was out his investment but
being a wealthy man took it in stride, Of course, Mr,
Waldecker's dresms of royaltles went glimmering. It
was just simply impossible to compete with the inventions
of Mr, Edison.

To the 1lnventive genius of Mr, Waldecker may be
given the credit for the idea of the so~-called safety
doors in use in all school rooms and publice buildings
today. His second invention was & safely device to
prevent jJamming of doors. There was a time when in case
of a fire or any cause for quickly evacuating a room
there was always the danger of being trampled and crushed
against doors. Mr. Waldecker patented a device which
was the fore runner of the self opening door upon pressure
being applied, a device which has been improved upon since
and in some form 1s in general use today., This time he
took a partner to push the commercial end. However,
someone else manufactured a similar device and having
unlimited financlal backing covered the field pretty
thoroughly so the inventor's venture into the field eof
business was a fallure financially,

Being a menufacturer and repeasirer of guns, naturally
suggested the Inventing of a safety catch for guns, and to
him 1s due the credit for these now in general use on all
automatic pistols and guns., He offered his invention to
the Smith & Wesson people but they professed not to be

interested and kept putting him off until he became con=

vinced of his.inability to realize any financlal reward
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Finally a man appeared who as it later developed was an
under=-cover man for the fire arm firm, He bought the
patent rights from its inventor for the trifling sum
of $300 after agreeing with him that perhaps it would
never be of any financial value but saying that he was
willing to pay & small sum jJust as a gamble,

In connection with the accounts of Mr. Waldecker!s
inventions, it is well to mention some work done by
this emazing man at the Mayo Hospitel at Kochester.
About twenty years ago, Mrs. Waldecker was taken to
the Mayo Hospital to undergo a very serious operation,
Her husband closed his shop at Austin and went with her,
staylng during a tedlous convalescense. Time hung heavily
upon this normally busy man and as he says he puttered
around until he discovered that there was a shop operated
in connection with the hospital for making many of the
braces and forms for casts used there. He obtained
permission to make a frame to hold the welght of the
bed covering off his suffering wife thus adding in some

measure to her comfort, There he became acquainted with

a kindred spirit, the mechanic in charge of the shop who

discussed his perplexities with him. First, as Nr,
Waldeker relates, the metal frame used in taking X-Ray
pictures had always given trouble so our genius set to
work and with a little experimenting got it to working
perfectly. He was glven a free hand with authority to
purchase anything he wanted for improving the equipment

of the shop and an offer to remain in charge of this
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department., He did not accept this offer but improved the
equlpment greatly perfecting the method of milling and
fitting the trepan and fastening same with a screw made of
live bone among other things which would be hard for the
laymen to adequately describe. (Details may be had at the
Mayo clinic in thelr records of the year 1917).

It would seem as though Mr. Waldecker had done enough

to round out & good long active life but he 1s at present
engaged in the study of astronomy and is making a chart
for his nelce who 1s a teacher, depicting the relative
size of the five largest planets, their distance from
the sun and from each other., This i1s as yet only a
sketch,

Few people knowing thils unassuming, studious man

have even a remote 1dea of his achievements and ability.




Austin,Mower County,Minnesota

Subject: Inventions by Henry C.Waldecker

When electeic lights first came into general use the arc light
was used wherever there were electric street lights,also in some
business houses and factoriés.These were not the light we know today
as they did not produce a steady light but flashed and therefor
were really damaging to eyesight.Mr.Waldecker made and patented

a contrivance to correct this condition and sold the patent rights
to a banker named Harry Batchelder from Miles City,Montana for
$10,000.00 in cash,retaining ten per cent royalty rights.

This Mr.W.voluntarily reduced to 24 per cent as upon investiz-
ation it seemed excessive. Waldecker and Batchelder took this
contrivance to New York City and demonstrated it in the storex
of Charles Broadway and Rouse and also went to the shop of Thomas
Edison with it.

At that time the electric light business was controlled by
Thompson and Houston of New Yorkand they were interested to the exxm
extent of making Batchelder an offer to buy his interest for
$20,000,00 or double his money,an offer which he refused.

They went to Chicago and made ready to manufacture their light
Mr.¥Waldecker making the machinery for the manufacture of the parts.

They made and sold 8 goodly number of their lamps but being
inexperienced in the commercial field they could not compete
with the combination which rhad been formed by Mr Edison and
the Thompson-Houstonggnterests so Mr Batchelder eventually was
out his imvestment bt being a wealthy man took it in stride.

Of course Mr W's dreams of royalties went glimmering.It was just
simglx/to_compete with the inventions of Mr Edison. .

mpossible

Safety Device to prevent jamming of docors.

To the inventive genius of Mr.Waldecker may fpe given the credit
for the idea of the so-calledsafety doors in use in all school
rooms and public buildings today and which we accept as a matter
of course. There was a time when in case of a fire or any cause
for quickly evacuating a room there was always the danger of being
trampled and crushed against doors. So Mr W.pat ented a device
which was the fore runner of the self opening door upon pressure
being applied,a device which has been improved upon since and in
some form is in general use today.RE¥smXiReX¥EYAIEXEXABETTIAX
framxiRExRaAnK R e XN P XMy X WX X E X AN X ER X B EF FEAI Rk Z PR XWE FE X NEBUEX
IRERXLXERX IR rEEuiarxpusinegxsx.In this he took in a partner
to push the commercial end.Someone else manufactured a simslar
device and having unlimited financialiy backing covered the
field pretty thoroughly so the inventor's venture into the field
of bueiness was a failure financially.

Safety device on automatic guns and pistols.

Next page




Inventions--Waldecker 2

Being a manufacturer and repairer of guns naturally suzgested
the inventing of a safety catch for guns and to him is due the
credit for these now in general use on all automatic pistols and
guns. “e offered his invention to ths Smith and Wesson people
but they professed not to be interested and kept puuting him off
until he became convinced of his inability to realize any finan-
cial reward from it. Finally a man appeared who as it later dev-
eloped was an under-cover man for the fire arm firm and bought
the patent rights from its inventor for the triglingmsum of ##}}xx
$300.00 after agrreing with him that perhaps it would never be
of any financial value stating that he was willing to pay a small
sum just as a gamble.( The foregoing does not tend to produce
a very exalted opinion of big business methods which it certainly
did not in Mr.Waldecker's case.)
In this connection we might mention some work done by this
amazing man at the Mayo Hospital at Rochester.
About 20 years ago Mrs Waldecker was taken to The Mayo Hospital
to undergo a very serious operation.Her husband closed his shop
at Austin and went with her,staying during a tedious convalescence.
Time hung heavily upon this normally busy man ancdas he says
he puttered around until discovering that there was a shop oper-
ated in connection with the hospital for the X making of the
many braces and forms for casts used there. He obtained permpission
to make 4 frame to hold the bmdxzimthes weight of the bed covering
off his suffering wife thus adding in some measure to her comfort.
There he became acquainted with a kindred spirit,the mechanie
in charge of the shop who discussed his perplexities,of which
there were many,with him,First ,as Mr.Waldecker Belates,the metal
frame used in taking X Ray pictures had always given trouble so
our genius set to work and with a little experimenting got it to
working perfectly.He was.given a free hand with authority to
purchase anything he wanted for improving the equipment of the
shop and an offer to remain in charge of this department.
He did not accept this offer but improved the equipment greatly
perfecting the method of milling and fittin the trepan of live
and fastening same with a screw made of live bone among other
things which would be haed for the layman to aéquately describe.
(Details may be had at the Mayo Clinic.This took place about
1917, ) It would seem as though Mr.Waldecker had done enough
to round out a good long active life but he is at present eng-
aged in the study of astronomy and is making a chart for his
neice who is a teacher depicting the relative size of the five
largest planets,their distance from the sun and from each ather.
This is as yet dnly a sketch.Few people knowing this unassuming
studiocus man have even a remote idea of his achievements and
ability.




JOHN "BARNEY" WELING, PIONEER

WILKIN COUNTY MC CAULEYVILLE, MINNESOTA

John "Barney Weling came to Wilkin County, MeCauley=-
ville in 1866. He was born at Jefferson, Missouri, in 1880,
In 1858 his family drove an ox team to St. Cloud, Minnesota.
Mr, Weling tells his own story of his trip and early day
1life,

"We procured an old Virginian Mover Wagon drawn by
two yoke of oxen and in June our caravan, leadlng six cows,
started northward on our journey. We crossed the Missourl
Pacific Railrosd and then headed straight north for St, Paul,
Minnesota., At that time St. Peul had a population of 3000
people and Minneaspolis had less., The entire trip took us
forty-two days with never a roof over our head at any stop.
In all that distance we crossed and saw only one railroad,

the Missouri Paciflce.

From St. Paul we moved to a farm in Stearns County.

On the road to Stearns County we met queer looking wagons,
two wheeled outfits. They were wlder than our wagons, the
wheels much larger and higher and each drawn by donkey or
oxen and driven by.Indian or half-breed who were generally
conmected with the Hudson Bay Company. They came from all
over Canada and were heavily loaded with furs of all kinds
including Buffalo robes; the carts were all headed for

St. Paul where the fur would be unloaded and other goods
hauled back,

We remained here on the farm untll 1862. Thlis was the
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time of the Indian Massacre of the whites at St. Cloud.
In June 1866, McCauley hired me to clerk for him at Fort
Abercrombie, later called McCauleyville, at $25,00 per a
month including board and room,

The distance from St. Cloud to Abercrombie, 160 miles,
we covered in three days by stage coach, The stage, a four
wheeled affair, driven with four horses, carried U, S, Mail,
light express and six or seven passengers at ten cents a
mile,

There were stations every fifteen miles where fresh
horses were gotten, and passengers could get something to
eat, The meal would consist of bread and good butter,

pork and beans, potatoes, tea or coffee and brown sugar and

for desert we had dried apple sauce. The price was 50¢.

A bed could also be had at the same uniform price of
50¢., The bed would be a few 2 x 4's, a few boards nailed
to the same wooden slats in the bottom of the frame instead
of springs, straw tick with hay, plllows the same, and a
Buffalo robe. Such a bed accomodated two or three persons
and were glven only to the best looking of guests. When-
ever the ranch was crowded the rest slept on the floor at
the same rate of 50¢ per a bed. We met hundreds of certs
bound for St. Paul where the furs were exchanged for tea,
sugar, coffee, tobacco, powder, lead, rum and blankets.

To make two trips a sumer season was hard and considered
good work, The road was continually lined with these carts.

I reached Abercrombie, June 30, 1866. About a month
before, Company D and F of the U, S, Infantry under Major

Hall releived the volunteer soldiers who had been stationed




there under Col. Adams. I went to work at onee in a store
bullt of green elm logs, such as grow along the Red River,
covered with shingles and elm bark., The floors were one
inch boards mot matched or planed, counters and shelves the
same material., Customers were soldiers, freighters, trap=-
pers, hunters, half-breeds and Indlans, Most of the Indians
were Sloux but at times some Chippewas would drift over from
Ottertall County which was at that time entirely devoild af

white settlers.

Most of my customers could not talk English, so I had

to learn to get along by signs and motions as best as I
could until I picked up some of the different languages.
My greatest trouble with customers was they all wanted
Whisky. We had lots of it,thf fighting kind, on hand,
It s01d for $8.00 to $12.00 per e gallon according to the
customer and cost very little. It was a worse business
than blind=pligging in North Dakota, for law in Dakota would
not kill you for selling whiskey. Since our whisky was the
fighting kind we had to watch out lest they use some
weapons on us. +he soldlers were the worst to get along
with. Most of the time they were broke and had no money
but wanted whiskey.

The three days journey to the Fort had broke me, so
I was not surprised at the bill of fare., After supper my
boss, a Mr., Parker, sald to take some buffalo robes and fix
my bed on the counter and I slept there for two years,
The bill-of-fare was the same here as on the journey except
for cat-fish, The river was full of cat fish weighing

between 15 to 26 pounds, All that had to be done was to
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put a frog on & line. VWhen winter came meat changed from
pork to Buffalo. &All of the territory west of the Red
river was inhabited only by Indisns and buffale and in
1866 I saw herds of Buffalo between the Red Rlver and
Wild Rice River.

The first winter here, I bought and traded over 1800
buffalo hides and all kinds of other furs, I alsc bought
end handled great stacks of Pemican,

In 1876 the first Post 0ffice was established here.

Mr. Parker was appointed Post Master and I was deputy.
When the mail went further 1t was carried on horseback

in the summer and in the winter by dog sléds made of

thin pieces of oak or ash board turned up in front like

a cutter runner with buffalo leather tacked all around in
place of & box. Two or three large Esquimox dogs could
travel sixty to seventy-five miles a day.

In the summer of 1867 the govermment begen to bulld the
forts of Ranson on the Sheyenne River and Totten at Devils
Lake. That was the end of the buffalo and Indiens at Fort
Abercrombie,

In 1868, Mr, McCauley assoclated himself wlth some
men from St. Paul and sent a ecrew to Pine Lake, Ottertail
County, to get out pine logs and bullt a large saw mill at
what 18 now McCauleyville, Next summer the logs were floated
down the river and were sawed into lumber, later sold to
parties at Winnipeg and moved to that place on rafts floated

down the river,

In August, 1868, there came a strange looking man

wanting to buy some 8 x 10 window sash with six lights.
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We fortunately had one, It was such a surprise to me that
I had to find out what he wanted with one., He said that
he had located on a clalm where the Ottertall and the

Bols De Sioux rivers came together and that some day he
was going to have & town or city there. I had a good
laugh and went to tell about the town-site man and we

all had a good lauvgh, The stranger was Morgan T. Rich
the founder of Wahpeton and his calculations came true.

At that time I quit the empley of McCauley and went
to St. Cloud and since I was not old enough myself to
file on a2 elaim, I had my father who was 65 do so for
me, We bought two yoke of oxen and started for the Red
River Valley. I broke up a small peice of land and
sowed 1t to oats, barley and potatoes. Everthing grew
splendidly. The crops looked fine till harvest then
the grasshoppers came in great swarms and ate everything
‘but the straw, This kept up ti1ll 1876 when they left us.

I had to haul freight, put up hay and do anything that came
along to make a living.

In 1872 the St., Paul & Paciflec reached Breckenridge.
For a number of years it took two days to run from Brecken-
ridge to St. Paul and the fare was 5¢ a mile.

In 1874, at the age of 24, I became tired of batching
and begen to look around for e wife. At that time most
girls around here were half-breeds and Indlian blood did
not appeal to me so in the fall of 1874 I went to St, Cloud

solely to get a wife. I flnally succeeded but it took me
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the whole winter. On the 30th of March, 1875, I, John Bar=-
ner Weling, married Anna Kobbens and on the same dey started
for the Red River Valley.

Nothing of importance happened to us, we settled down
to ferming and thanks to the splendid Red River soill for

39 years it has not failed us.,"

They have eight children, Mr, Wellng died in 1917,
The old Homestead is still in the Weling family.




JOEN BARNEY WWLING,WILKIN COUNTY PIONEER.

John "Barney" Weling came to Wilkin County,lMcCauleyville in 1866.
Ee vas born at Jefferson Vo. I850. In 1858 they drove ox teams to St.
Cloud Minn, Mr. Weling tells his own story pretty good and am enclosing
& writing by him telling of his trip and early day life.

Quote " We procured an cld Virginian Mover Wagon drawn by two yoke
of oxen and in June our caravan, leading six cows started RXX northward
on jcurney. They crossed the Yo. Pac., R R and then hecded straight nerth
for St Paul Minn., At that time St. Paul ¥ad'é populayion of 3000 pedple
and Vinneapolis had less. The entire trip tock us forty- twe days never
e, roof over our head at any stop. In all tha{ distance they crosced and a
saw only one railroad the lio.Pac.

From St. Paul they moved to & farm in Stearns Ccunty.
On the road to Stearns County we meet queer looking wagons two wheeled
outfite . They were wider tlan our XNXKXXX wagons , wheels much larger
and higher each drawn by donkey or oxen and driven by Indian or hhlfbreed
who were generally cornected with the Hudson Bay Co.. Fach heavily loaded

with furs of all kinds including Buffalo robed, carts all headed for

9t. Paul where the fur would be unlcaded %nd other gcods hauled back.

They came from all over Canada.
We remained here on farm tills I862, This was the time of the
Tndian massacre of the whites at St, Clouf.
Tn June I886 MeCauley hired me to wlerk for him at Fort Abercrombie

later called VeCauleyvilley at $26.00 2 month and Board and Roon.

¢ £ AL
p e s 2

Y+ ¥rem St. Cloud to Abercrembie, pe 160 miles, whieehh wWe cdveded A
c A

.5{/4 ,\‘[/1 At

in trree days by stage coach., The stage ua® a four wheeled affair, four
horses, carried U , S .Vail , light express six or seven passangers, at
ten cents a mile,

M . ; :
There wa¥ é;etlons every fifteen miless where fresh horses

were gotten, and passangers: could get something tc eat. The meal would




JOHN BARNEY WFELING, WILKFIN COUNTY PICNEER.

consist of bread good o#d butter, pork#d and beans, potatoes, tea,coffee,

and brown sugar, for desert we had dried apple sauce, The price was ,50,
You could also get a bed‘é%t§ame unfforn‘price .00 cente . Lhe bed
would be a few 2 X 4's, a few boards nailed to #he same,wodden slats
in the botiom of the frame instead of springs, straw tieck with hay ,
pillows thé same,and Buffalo robe. Such a bed accomcdated two or three
perscns snd were given on}y t¢ tie best looking of guests. Whenever the
ranch was crowded the rest slept on the floor at the same uniform rate
of . 50 cents a bed. We met hundreds of carts bocunfli for St. Paul where
the furs were eichanped ffor tea, sugar, cofee, tobaco, powder, lead,
rum and blanets, To make twe trips a summer season wés hard and consider
ed good work. The roar was continudlly lined with these carts.
I reached Abercrcmbie June 30th I1866. About & month before
Ce. D and B of U 8 Infs uqdersmaj. Hall releived the volunteer soldiers
who had been stationed there underrCol. Adams. I went to work at once in
a store built of green elmg/ logs , such as gro w along the Red River,
covered with shingles and elm bark, The floors Wcre‘ I inch hoards not
matched or planed, counters and shelves the same material.Customers were
soldiers, freighters, trappers, hunters,half-breeds and Indians. liost of
Indians were Sioux but at times some Chippewas would drift over from
Ottertail County which was at that time entirely devoid of white settlers
cculd not talk XK#&
Most of my customers WEXEXAAXAXKXA english, so I had
to learn‘to get along by signs and motions as best as I could tills I
different
picked up some of the/langiages. My greatest trouble with customers they
all wanted Whisky. We had lots of it the fighting kind on hand. It sold
for ® 8,00 to # I2.00 a gallon according to the customer and cost very
.1ittle, Tt was a worse business than blindpigging in No.Dak. ;o Tor law
in Dak. would not kill youy for selling whiskey, but we since our whisky
was the fighting kind had to wateh out lest they use some weapons on us.

The soldiers were the worst to get alomg with, Most of the time they wer®@




OHN BARNEY WELING, . WILKIN COUNTY PICNEFR,

broke and had no money %Yut wanted whiskey.

The fhrﬂe days journey to the Fort had broke me, 80 i was not
surpriced at the bill of fare., After supper my boss a Mr., Parker said
to. take somemBﬁffalo robes and fix my bed on the counter which I used for

two years. The bill-of-fare the same as on the journey up here except
for cat-fish. The river was full of/??:h I5 to 25 pound fish. AllX you
had tﬁ do put a frog on.a line . When winter came meat changed from pork

to Buffalo. In 1866 1 saw Buff slo herds between Red River and Wild Rice
riverand all of territory west of river was inhabitad by Indians and
Buffalc”

The first winter here I bought and traded over 1800 Buffalo

hides and all kinks of other furs, Alsc bought abd handled great stacks

of Pemican.
In 1876 the first Post Office was established here, lir. Parkel

ya8 arpointed Post Master and I was deputy. When the mail went further
it was carried on horseback in the summer and in winter dog sleds made
of thin peices of oak or ash board turned up in front like a cutter TXAKK
runner with buffalo leather tacked all around in place of a2 box, Two
or three iarge msquimox dogs could travel sixty to gseventy-five miles

a day.
In summer of IB¢7 the government began to build the forts

of Ransom on the Sheyenne river, Totten at Devils Lake, and that was the
end of the buffalo and Indians at Fort Abercrombie,

In I868 Mr, McCauley associated himself with some men from

ine
Next summef\,

St. Paul and sent a crew X to Pine lake, Ottertgil Caunty \fo get out P

logs and built a large caw-mill at what is now MNeCau!

the logs were floated down the riverX® and were sawed into lumber, later
sold to parties at Winnkpeg, and moved to that place on rafts floted down

the river, :
In aug. 1868 there came a strange looking man wanting to buy

some & x I0 window sash with six lights. We fourtnatly had cne. It was

such & surprice to me that I had to find out what he wanted with one. He
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JOHN BARNEY WELING, WIILKIN C(UNTY PIONEER,

said," Thave located on a claim where the Ottertail and the Bois De Sioux
rivers came togather and am¥ some day going to have a town or eity".

I had o good laugh and went to tell about the town-sitd man ang we all
had a good laugh. The stranger was llorgan T. Rich founder of Viahpeton
and his calculations came true.

At that time I 7 e employ of MeCauley and went to St. Cloud
and not being old enough myself to file on a ckaim I got my father who wa

was Gﬂﬂto do 80 for me. We bought two yoke of oxenand started for the
Red Riveeralley. I broke up a small peice of land sewed it to oats,
Batrley ~nd potatoes. Tverything grew splendid. The crops looked fine till
harvest then the grasshoppers came in great swarms and ate everything
but thre =traw, This ¥ept up tille 1876 when they left ws. I had to haul
freight put up hay and do anything that came along to make a living.

In 1872 the St, Paul & Pacific reached Breckenridece., For a number
of yrars it took two days to run from Brecke nridge to St. Paul and the %
fare was 5¢ a mile.,

yeanrs old
In 1874 I veing 24/became tired of batching and began

looking around for a wife., At that time most Zgirls around here half-
bresds amd Indian blood and did not look good to me, so in fall of '74
I wemt to St. Cloud for sole purpose of getting a wife, I finally succade%F
but it took me a whole winter. On march 30th, I975 John Barner Weling and
Anna Robbenswere married and on same day started for the Red River Valley,

Nothing of importance happened to us, we settled down to farmin(ﬂ

and thanks to the splendid Red River soil for 39 years it has not

failed us,"
They have eight children, Iir Weling died in I9I7.

The old Homestead is still in the Welingifamily,
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the Palace; St, Paul, which ranked Minneapolis is population, had

the Merchants and the Metropolitan, which were greatly outclassed
by the West,

It was a wonderful thing then for a frontier town with a popu-
lation of less than 100,000 to have a hotel eight stories high
with a lobby that could hold a thousand people; a dining room, that
could hold five hundred and with four hundred guest rooms, Yes,a
regular palace too of marble and pressed brick and a wealth of
ornamentation in the way of mshogany, imported marbles, bronze,
brass and stained glass.

A hotel too that was richly furnished and lighted by electrity;

T

turkish bat its basement, a New York manager and a French

chef, togethe ith such elegancies as private baths and finger
bowls was something to cause talk the country over,

The thousands who came to the G,A.R, convention carried its
fame to all points of the compass, Minneapolis, itself was the
least surprised of all«s ou can turn back to the newspapers. of
that year, even to the month, week and day of the opening of the

-

hotel and find scarcely more than a mention of it., The Tribune

of July 21,1884, had only this notice the day the hotel opened:

"The opening of the West Hotel occurs at 2 o'clock this after=-

noon and will do a regular business after that hour . Some have
thought that after the rush incident to the encampment that the
hotel will be closed until hotel is absolutely finished, but

such is not the case., Dinner will be served in the grand dining
room at & to 8 P.M. and during the course of the day, a number of
representative citizens will lend their presence to the occasion,
The manager requests that during the morning hours the workmen

and employees will be left alone as much as possible, Doubtless

the crowds that would visit the magnificent structure will take




hint and stay away"
This was the sole advénce notice of an event of
ficance which even to the larger Minneapolis of today
received columns of newspaper attention. The opening of
received this slight attention from the Tribune, the next day:
"The opening of the mammoth West Hotel occurred yesterday afternoon,

- L - ;
For days ‘owrk has been pushed with a greater energy and zeal than

can well be imagined and last Saturday experienced hotel men de=-

clared that the house could not be ready for the time announced,
but at 2o0'clock the hour appointed, guests were admitted from that
time until midnight )"

Throngs of visitors crowded the lobby and looked upon the
magnificent work before them, Hundreds applied for rooms, and
while accomodations were furnished those who had previously en-
gaged them, hundreds had to be turned away, Dinner was served in
the grand dining room between 6 and 8 o'clock, to several hundred
people and the service being as prompt and efficient as if the
house had been running for months, The Danz orchestra furnished
the music,

The first man to register was M,E, Ingells of Cincinnatil
with the family, Minneapolis was represented by Ceorge A, Pillsbury,
John 5, Pillsbury, W.,B. Washburn, George A. Camp, L.S, Buffington,

William S, King, John De Laittre, J.F.R. Foss and hundreds of
other prominent citizens,

A very elaborate menu of imported foods was served for $1,00
table d'hote which indicates considerable difference in the cost of
living at high class hotels with the present time.

The UNE 3180 had a 1 paragraph concerning the scene
at night as follows: "At 2 o'clock this morning,fully five hundred

adles and gentlemen were collected in the rotunda of the West

=~ U




Hotel walting to be assigned ns, The ladi wer 3itting on the
3tairs and about the floor on their baggage u . their male es-
corts could get to the front and register, S ags it could be
learned all of these guests seeking accomodation had spoken for
advanc 1 expected to find them in readiness, Some com-
the West Hotel management to keep
both as to rooms and prices, Adjutant General Pease

one of the complaining guests and expressed con-

wilc

nation, There was also a police story printed that
Sheppard undertook to rebuke some Chicago plum-
for making too much noise, he was very roughly handled,"
course, the leading citizens, espec
real estate, who were keeping an eye to the development of the

city were vastly pleased to have such a hotel given to Minneapolis

thout a bonus being asked or any exertion on their part. Th

turned out that opening day in large numbers and regis

Morrocco, bound and gilt edged book to be preserved as a souvenir,
st be saild the people of Minneapolis generally

enthuse gres 7 and were rather luke warm, Some

iffed at the proposition and declared that gﬁéfﬂ”““

twenty five years advanc [ the tow and they were right

11story proved, Some seemed to actually resent the West as

first flush of curilosity had been satisfied and the
echoes when every body of
much account had eithe njoyed mea] r had irink at its bar
there developed
its prosperity. This, the proprietor, Colonel

guick to resent and there were bitter

but few day [ profit and many
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Louis and the Palmer House at Chicago, occupying the center of the
street floor with entrances twenty-five feet wide from Hennepin
and Fifth Street, its dimensions 70x90 feet, height,thirty-seven’
feet with a broad promenade encirecling three of it
second floor and framed 1in large panels of

Joliet marble and red pressed brick with terra cotta ornamen-
tation were to be used for exterilor construction. Tennessee, and
Marie marbles for the rotunda, mahogany and cherry for the wood
work with bronze and brass for metal ornamentation and the floor-
of white marble tiling,

The hotel was to be conducted on the American plan and the
grand dining room was located on the second floor without any pro-
vision for the restaurants and cafes necessary for a hotel on the

European plan, which is the prevailing style of hotel management to=

day., The dining room was to be twenty-eight feet in height and of

moorish decoration, Like the rotunda it was to beé unbroken by a

single supporting column from wall to wall., Some other dimensions

are interesting as indicating the generous scale on which the ho=-
tel was laid out, There was to be a ladies' room, 40 x 50 feet}
kitchen; 50 x 84 feety billard room, 50 x 80.feet; besides parlors,
¢lub rooms for private parties, and four hundred seven guest rooms,
some of them twenty feet square, There was to be a great basement
the full slze of the bullding, sixteen feet high with rooms for
turkish baths, heating and refrigerating plants, drying and store
rooms etc,

The hotels of America today are not built with such prodigal
disregard for the economles of space, Everything about the hotel was
to be roomy and comfortable,

It required 37,000 yards of carpet to cover the floors of the

rooms and corridors. The plans were finally approved and the foun-




dation was laid during the summer and fall 882, and the ﬁﬁper-
structure was finished in December of the following year,

Mr. Buffington, the inventor of steel construction in America,
made partial use of this new idea in supporting the domes of the
lobby and the grand dining rooms with girders of steel, So thorough
was the work of construction that today the VWest Hotel, since its
weight has been adjusted by settling, is as strong and enduring as
it was when built without a crack or a break, its wall being cap-
able of supporting several more stones 1f desired,

Mr, Buffington also attended to the furnishing, buying its fur-
niture and rugs and installing the kitchen, heating plant etc. The

be
totel cost was in the vieinity of $1,000,000 but would nearly twice

that today as for instance the lot costing 46,000 is worth over

$500,000 as over $3,000 a front foot 1s possible for Hennepin Ave=-
nue today.

The cost probably exceeded Mr, VWest, unticipafion and unfortun-
ate speculations for a while at least cut down his resources. and
there was for a little time, doubt that the hotel's condtruction
might continue, A mortgage for $400,000 was placed upon the build-
ing and the construction of the ornamental tower was abandoned, al-
though the steel was bought and lies today in the hotel.

Mr, West died before the hotel was entirely finished, September
11, 1884, The sulte of rooms on the second floor fitted up for him
especlally and occupied for a number of years later by Lee Spafford,
he never even saw,

It is known that the hotel gave Mr. West considerable worry be-
fore his death, It is said that a very large grain deal went against
him and he placed the mortgage on the property., On his_death he left
$75,000 to his nephew for completion of the hotel's tower,

The extending of the glad hand, the welcoming of the coming and




- -
departing guest fell chiefly to Colonel West, who had his private
office to the left of the clerk's counter, and he made it a point to

be out in the lobby shaking hands and visiting.

Colonel West was somewhat above medium in height and was a good

£2 0
1

igure with almost military outlines, He stood erect and was very
careful about his personal appearance, He wore generally a silk hat,

either a Prince Albert coat or long cutaway with a flower in his la-

pel, a white vest and light trousers, He was very 1 in his hab-
its to preserve his health, took long horse back rides in the morn-
ing, afternoon walks at stated times and was particular about his
bed time, In the dining room with his famlily he occupied a table in
view of the whole room and was apt to bow a welcome to acquaintances
when they entered.

The rates were $3.,00 a day and up, which included room and
meals and the price of the evening meal was one dollar which could
not be duplicated at a la carte price for three times that amount,

The formal opening of the hotel November 19, was marked by a
banquet at ten dollars a plate, a seven course dinner with wine, The
table was graced with pyramids of game, a horn of plenty, a minea-
ture race track and a hunting scene, The menu included canvas back
duck and pheasants, pompano from New Orleans at seventy cents a
pound, and terrapin from Baltimore at thirty-six dollars a dozen,

At this occasion, Minneapolis was represented by its prominent

business men and city officials. Governor Hubbard was present, Mayor

O'Brien of St, Paul and Mayor Pillsbury of Minneapolis, The speakers
responding to toasts included General W,D, Washburn and E.M,
who presented Colonel West with a very handsome silver vase, beauti-
fully engraved which stands on mezzannine today,

James J, Hill, P.H, Kelly and president Northrup were speakers

besides Colonel VWest,
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began to tighten, people began to have thei

House again where the cost was comparatively low
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AVWi, Bronson, husband of the elder daughter

feet again,

disliked hotel work and sold out at a sacrifice July

dona-

000

Colonel

v/
became mamager but

Colonel Charles H. Wood, one of Nicollet iouseﬁﬁ’propietors, be=-

3ides assuming the $400,000 mortgage Colonel Wood

paid less than $100,000, He conducted it with profit till Fe

24, 1905, when he died, Miss Helen W his daughter

perience, managed it successfully. e spent over
provements and changes and yet make

Wednesday, January 10, 1906,

in the morning burned its way up the elevator shaft on

side., Twelve persons lost thelir lives received
heroic death of Captain John Berwin,
aged woman on his back when

pompler ladder but managed to throw her to safety

#200, 000 1

at 7 o!

)

injuries,

A
carrying

in a third

window before falling to his death. 30,000 was &*T the dama

Some of th 10tables who have stayed there are General

A Togan, General W, B, Sherman, General P,H, Sheridan, Gener

Fairchield, Dr, John Hall of New York and Howard Crosby.

1892, all the politicans coming to the national convention wk

inated Benjamin Harrison stayed there and it

Kinley, Chauncey M. Depew

Fifth

bruary

without ex-

n im-

clock
otreet
The

an

the
story
76 .
John
al

In

1ich

w, (who claimed bath-




too smal resident G Cleveland spoke from ti

companied by hi 0 bride ome noted theatrical people

Rarrett
Dal’ 'S L L,

arah Bernhardt anc
rry A, Sodini purchased from Miss

$1,150,000.

ank Boobar,




MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA. WINKLEY ARTIFICIAL LIMB COMPANY.

One of several companies but perhaps the most outstanding
in 1ts trade is the Winkley Artificial Limb Company. It should
be recorded that thls business was invented here, patented from
here and the first business of this kind in the world was right
in Minneapolls.

Mr. Lowell E.Jepson, president of the company, and also pres-
ident of the Association of Limb Manufacturers of America tells
this story. He saye: "I had been educated as a physiclan, hut in
the eighties it was much more remunerative to buy and sell fast-
stepping buggy horses. Early in 1887, I had some business dealing
with a Mr.Winkley of Faribsult. At the completion of our business

the conversation turned to Mr.Winkley's affliction, an amputated

leg. Mr.Winkley told me that he was experimenting and making for

himself a new type, double slip-socket, artificial 1limb, This limb
was completed and patented, During the year, 1887, Mr. Winkley
made silx of these new type limbs., In 1888, I bought out one-half
interest in the patents and a partnership was formed. We moved to
Minneapolis and located at Niécllet and Fourth Street where Maurlce
L.Rothschild is now located. This was the start of the artificial
limb businese in Minneapolis." Now located at Fourteenth Avenue
North and Washington Avenue and l1s the largest of 1te kind in the
United States.

Mr.Jepson 18 a congenial talker and willing to show anyone
through the plant. His products are sold throughout the United
States, Mexico and Central and South America. The building 1s
forty feet by one hundred feet and two stories in height,

Source of information: Personal interview.
F.Boobar, October,1936,
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