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Dick: 

Attached is a memo on the Transition Act. In this connection, 

if you or Mike do not want to do so, I would be happy to undertake 

the role of WFM's representative to deal with the GSA on 

transi tion matters . I am a lso available for anything else 

you want after the election. 



TO: Dick Moe 

FROM: Bill Smit~~~~­
DATE: October 22, 1976 

NENORANDUM 

RE: Presidential Transi tion Act Proc e dures 

The follmving information comes from Ray Fontaine, 202/566-1807, 
who is responsible for administering the Presidential Trans ition 
Act at the General Services Administration, and has been so since the 
Act was passed in 1963. 

THO million dollars is available to the President and Vice President 
Elect from November 3 to January 20, under the 1976 amendments to the 
Presidential T~ansition Act. 

On Nove mber 3, GSA \vill send separate letters to Cart e r and Hondale 
asking tha t they each ' designate, in writing, an a s sistant to act on 
their behalf with respect to the expendi ture of tra nsition funds. 
This designation may t ake place prior to November 3, so the GSA can be 
r eady to deal \>Jith that person i llunediately. GSA would prefer a n 
early letter from Mondale, making that designation. Fontaine ha s offered 
to come up h e re n ex t week to talk further a nd give us sample correspond e nce 
re this a nd other ma tters. I said rId call him Tuesday. 

GSA will also ask Carter and Mondale to inform them how they wish 
to have the two million split between them. This decision would 
probably be run through OMB or GAO, or both, as a formality, but 
Fontaine had no doubt that the apportionment arrived at would be 
app roved. The only precedent for this apportionment Has in 1968, Hhen 
Ni xon and Agn ew split $450,000 on a 80-20% basis. Fontaine did not say 
s o but, presumably, this apportionment could be made in writing to GSA 
prior to November 2. 

Once the appor tionment is agreed upon, GSA will treat Car t e r and 
Hondale funds a s ' two separate acco unts. 

The apportionment can be changed during the tra nsition • 

. ' 
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HONDALE RESIGNATION--TRANSITION PAYROLL 
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The ques tion of a President or Vice President Elect going on the 
transition payroll himself has n e ver been raised with the GSA, GAO or 
House or Senate committees. Fontaine asked the GSA General Counsel 
for an informal opinion. He says that hi is skeptical , and has referred 
the matter to GAO for a n additional informal opinion. The GSA counsel 
is skeptical because, with respec t to personnel matters, the transition 
ac t mentions only staff , con s ult a nts and federal employees detailed 
from other agencies. He thinks Nondale might have to go on the 
transition payrol l as a member of Carter's s taff or a Carter consultant. 

Both GSA a nd Bil l Jones, Counsel to the House Gov. Ops. Cow~ittee, 

have contacted GAO . GAO will give them a n informa l opinion , they hope, 
next Tuesday. There are presently two schools of thought at GAO. 
Bil l Jones thinks they wil l proba bly say it would be all right for 
Hondale to draw a salary from the transition funds, but suspects it 
would have to be limit e d to a GS-lS level. 

PERHISSIBLE EXPENDITURES 

The money can be spent for the follo,,,ing purpo ses: 

1. Office Staff 

Staff can be paid at a rate not to exceed $140 per day 
(equivalent of GS-lS salary). Health b enefits, Fontaine 
thinks, would be provided, as with other governmen t employees, 
but probably not retire ment or life insurance, but this 
was rather vague. I read the Act as including all such 
b enefits. There is no iimit to the number of staff or the 
level of salaries a t or below the GS-lS level. 

2. Office Space, Furniture a nd Equipmen t 

Anything furni s h e d out of GAO 's present inventory, including 
office spac e in a government or gover~ment l eased building, 
furniture and e quipment, would be provided without charge 
to the transition acco unt. Any such it e ms not in the inventory 
(e.g ., l eas e o~ nongovernment office s pace in Atlanta or 
the purchase of new furniture), would be charged. Fontaine 
told me, off the record, that they have already set asid e 
space i n EOB 7 a nd in a tmm house on Jackson Place. Phones, 

• office s upplies and the like would be charged to the tra n s ition 
account . 



He mo to 
Dick Moe - 3 - October 22, 1976 

3. Tra vel 

All trave l i s charge d to the trans ition account, includ ing 
governme nt motorpool service and r en t - a - cars . 

4. Con s ult a nts 

Cons ult an ts and experts may b e paid a t the rate of $145 a d a y. 

5. Assignm nt of Fede ral Employees 

"Any employee of any age ncy of any b ranch of the government" 
can be assigned to the tra n s ition staff, but only on a 
reimbursable basis , and with the consent of the h ead of the 
agency. Thus, Senate staff can be assigned to the transition 
staff, but if forma lly assigned, their sala ry would co~e out 
of transi tion funds. 

I don't know, but I doubt tha t there's any lega l reason why 
Se nate staff could not work on transi tion ma tters for Hond a le 
as long as they are eligible to r emain on the Se n a te p ayroll 
(e.g., 30 d a ys after r esignation , although the Senate rul es 
require the y be en gaged in Se na te busin ess during that 30 ~ay 
period). I would not r ecomme nd seeking a formal opinion fr om 
Valeo on this- - at least not now. 

6. Na tional Security 

pm 

Up to 10% of th e total funds may be certified by the Presid e nt 
or Vice President Elec t as class ified and essen tial to 
nationa l security and spent without any accounting therefor. 
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APPENDIX 

PUBLIC LAw 88- 277 

Pm:slDExTBL Tn,\XS ITlOX ACT OF 1963, I~ S Ih 'VtE-DU £.7) ,i
C
(7.G 

AX A CT To promote th e orderly transfer of th e executiye pOlyer 
ill conl1Cctioll w ith the expirat ion of the t e rlll of office of a 
Pre:; iden t anu the in a uguratio l1 of a ne w President. 

Be it '}ndctcd by the S enate and H 01l8e of R epresenta­
fi ces of the United States of AmC1'lCa in Congl'esB as­
sembled, That this Act may be cited as the "Presidential 
Transi tion ..:\..ct of 196:3." 

PLTJa'OSE OF THIS ACT 

SEC. 2. The Cong ress dech res it to be the purpose of 
this Act to promote the orderly transfer of the executiye 
power in con ncction with the expiration of the term of 
office of it President and the inauguration of a new Presi­
dent. The national interest requires th at such transitions 
in the office of President be accomplish ed so as to assure 
contilluity in the faithful execution of the In.ws and in the 
conduct of the affairs of the F ederal GO\'ernmcnt, both 
domestic and foreign. Any disl:up tion occasioned by the 
t ransfer of th e execut.ive power could produce r esults 
dC'trimcll tal to the safety and \yell-being of the Uniteel 
States a nd its people. A ccordingly, it is the intent of the 
Congrcss that appropriate actions be authorized a nel 
ta kC' 1l to avoid or minimi ze a ny di s l' uption. In addit ion 
to the specific provisions containell in thi s Act directed 
tOI\'al'cl that. purpose, it is t.he inte1lt of thc CO!lg!'C ;oS tlJ at 
all officers of the Goycrnment. so conduct tl lc alTai !':> of thc 
Gorernn1C'nt f or which they e.'\ e rci:=:e rC'sponsibility and 
authority .ns (1) to be min(lful of problems occasioncd 
by tran :::.it.ions in the offi cc of PrC's iclent, (2) to b l;:c ap­
p ropr iate steps to ayoicl 01' mini mize di s ruptio]J s that 
mi;;ht be occasioned by th e tran sfer of t he cxet.:u ti \·c 
PO \ I'Cl', :1llcl (3) otherwisc Lo p romotc orderly tLI1I sit iollS 
in the offi ce of President. 

(9 ) 

Pre, id entiul 
Tran sitioll Act 
of 1nG3. 

78 STA1' . 153. 
78 STAT . 15 4. 

" ...... 
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.·\,lllllnl s trator 
of Gcn crnl 
~CT\'lce8 • 
. \Iltho rlty. 

Olnce ~jlnce. 

Office s tnlTs, 
~nlarles. 

'iG Stilt. 843. 
5 USC 1113. 

5 USC 2251, 
751,2091, 
:;001 notes. 

E xperts Or COD­
sultan ts. 

GO Slat. 81 0. 
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SE I~nCES AXO Y:\ C1 LlTfES .-\ UT1l0T:!ZEO TO HE ]'1:0 \'l 1J1-:0 TO 

l 'HES1IJENTS-ELECT :\XO YlCE -l'l:ES IDE XTS -ELEC'r 

SEC. 3. (a) The Aclrni ni s{-ra tor of General Sen'ices, 
refcrred to hereafter in tllis Act as "tIle Administrator," 
is :llltJlOl'ized to provide, lIpon request, to each Pres i(ll~ nt­
clect and each Vice-Presidcnt-elect, for lise on cOllned ion 
with hi s prepa rations for the assumpti on of official dut'ies 
as President or Vice President necessary servi ces and 
fa cilities, inclllding-

(1) SlIitable offi ce space appropriately equipped 
\"ith furniturc, furni shings, offi ce ma chines and 
('(lllipmcnt, and office s llpphes, as detcrmin ed by the 
. \dlliini stral or, ;;fjer consultation \"itll the Presi­
clclIt -ell'ct, the Vice-Prcsidellt-eJect, or th eir designee 
pro\'idecl for in sulu~ction (c) of this section , ae 
s llch place or pJaccs \\'ithin the Ullited States as the 
Pl'csidC'nt-d cct or Vice-President- elect shall d.esig­
nate ; 

(2) PaJment of the compensation of members of 
office staR's designatcd by the President -elect or Vice­
President-elect at r ates determined by t.hem not to 
exceed the ra,te provided by the C1nssifica tion Act 
of 1949, as amended, for grade GS- 1S: P?'ovidea, 
That any employee of any agency of any branch of 
t.he Gonl'llment may be detailed to such st.affs on a 
reimblll'''able 9i.:...nOJ1.reill1bm'Sfl-bJe basis with the con-
50- llt of the hcad of the agency ; and whiJe so de­
i niJed such employee shall be j'espoll sible only to. 
the Prc~idcnt-clect 0 1' Yice-Presi(lent -clect for the 
pcrfo rm:m ce of hi s duti es : PTov£dea furth er, That 
any cmployee 50 detail ed shall continue to receive 
the compensation proyicled pursuant to law for 
his r egular empJoyment, and shall retain the 
]'ights and privileges of snch employment \yi thou t 
i lltelTn pt.i on. ?\ ot \\' i thstanding any ot.her I a \V, per­
sons rceeiying compensation as members of office 
staffs under this snbsection, other than those detailed 
from agencies, sha'}l not be held or considered to be 
employccs of the F ederal Go\"ernment except for 
plll'poses of the Civil Service Re.tiremcnt Act, the 
Fcderal Employees' Compensation Act, ~he F edcral 
Employecs' Group Life Insurnn ce Act of 1051, and 
tJle FedC'.ra 1 Employees llealth Benefits Act of J 9:39; 

(3) Paym ent of e:\ pel1 ses for the proclll'cment of 
seniccs of c::pc rts or consultants or orgnniznt.ions 
thl'rcof for the Presidcnt-eJcct or Vice-Prcsidcnt­
clect, as nnth orizcd for the head of a llY dcpal'il1l C' ll t 
by sect ion 15 of the Ac1l1lini8tratin. E:\pcnscs .\ct of 
1016, as a mended (5 U.S.C. 5Ca), n t - t';1 ks- not to. 
(,1I.'('eed BI-GO-j:. Ci' li.~lA-for_ illW.:rj UU :1.J.s; 
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I lr,J:I Z ED TO H E 1'1 :O n V1-:D TO 

I C E - I ' J: E S I DE:\" TS - EI , I,:CT 

r alor of Gel1 el"nl S en ' ices, 
\ct ns " tllC ~\dmin i stl" n tor," 
1 l"CClll est, to eneh Presi(lent-
d ed, for ll se on connect ion 
ISSlIl llpli on of oflk inl duti es 
vJl t nccessn ry sC' lTi ces and 

ce :lppl"op r intely <,quipped 
iJlgs, ofll ce m:l chiJles nlld 
'p li e,,: ns dctC' rmined by the 
ISIl II nl ion with Ihe Presi­

'-] (> Ilt -e lcd: or th C' ir designee 
0 11 (e) of this sec ti on, at: 
in th e U nited Sta tes :1S the 
::-'re,: ident-elect ~1 J:1 11 d esig-

ll1 peJl S:1 ti oll of members of 
t11e Pres ident -elect or Yice­
elCl'lll in ed L.r t1l(' 1l1 not to 
by the Ch~3 i fi C :1 t ion .\ct 

l" g r nc1c G S - IS: P i'ol.:irled, 
.y agel lCY of nlly b ra nch of 
ldail cd to sllch st a JTs on a 
1\1I '3:11;1e basis ,,·jth the ('on­
:1 gency; :1l1 d ~\-h ile so de­
III be ]'esp olls l b li:~ only to 
il'e-P1"esid cnt -elC'c t for the 
s : P rOl'idCd i ud llel', Th :1 t 
: sh:Jll conlinue to l'C'cci,'e 
l ed plm'; ll :1nt to Jaw for 
t , :1l1 d sh :~ ll rct nin the 
::> Il ch C' lllpl oymt>llt without 
lding :l.JlY olher Jaw, per­
~ i on !!S lll C'mbel's of office 
1, oth er th n11 those det::til cd 
)e h eld 01' considered to be 
I Go ,'erllJl1ellt except for 
I'Yi ('e R etirement Act, the 
w ns: t! ion .-\<:t, the F ederal 
]) SlI1"nnce ~\ct of 1054, and 
~:1 Hh 13 l'llC' fit s .\ct of 1£)59; 
es for the p rocm'el11 Cllt of 
1s llli ants or or:!nlli :n lLions 
t- elL'd 01' Yi ce'::P n.'sirlcnt-
e h e ~ cl of :m y dcpa rtmrnt 
Ji"jT:1 liYe E xpenses . \ d of 
;,C. :) ;1:1), at J':1 tcs not to 
inc1i yi cl l1:1 ls ; 

: 

...... 

(4)" P :1}Jllcnt ~Jf (ran>1 cxpcnscs :1 ]] rl snl )s i st e.Jl c~ :11-
]0\\' <11 1(:('S, incllltlll1g )'cnLnl of G OyerJ1111 CJl; ~l .1 lJJ ed 
m otor ychicl cs, found necessa ry Ly (h.e 11 cs](lcnt­
elC' l't or V iL'c-P)'csi(lcllt-clcct, :1S a nth on zcll f or l~er­
~on s C' lIlpl oycd illt e ~'mitt c lltly ~n' f?l' p ersolls scr~' 11.1g 
\yitl lO llt compcll snt lOn by secb on :) of the AdllJlJlIS­
(ratiyc Expell scs _\ ct of 1?-16, as nl11 cuc1cd (5 V ,S.C. 
13b-2 ),:1 s ll1a}L.ca l?prOpn at~; ,. ' . 

( 5 ) COlll lllUlll C<1 t lOns ~ClTl(.;c s .f01md. n e('cssalY by 
thc President-eJcct or Vl ce- P),cs l ~lent- cl cet; . . 

(G) P n}lllcn t o~ ex PC' ll S.CS f or n ecessa ry prmtmg 
:llld bi nd in g , not\n th st andlllg the A ct of J ann:uy 12, 
I S!)5, !lIld (he A ct of :'I1arch 1, I !)19, :I S nll1cnded (44 
V ,S.C. lll) ; . . 

(7) R cill11:lIrsemcnt to the p oshl rcycn lJ CS 1Il 

allloun t s cqul\'a lcn t t o the p ostage th at \\'ol.dd ot.her­
\\'i se be p ay abl e Oll m ail JJ1 a (tel' r eferred t o IJ1 Sll bsec­
(-ion (d) of this section. 

(b)T1Je Admipi st rator sh.a~l. expend on ~ulld s for the 
pro"i sl0ll.of ser VIces ?-nd.facll.ltl cs under thIS A ct 11.1 con­
.JlCctiOll WIth any obhgatJOns m culTed by the Pl'e~l~cnt­
elect or Vice-President-elect before the d ay f ()llowll1'g the 
date of the (rcneral elections h eld to d ctcrillin'e the elec­
tors of PI'cs ~lellt and Vice Presic1cil t in accordancejvith 

. ~itle 3, UI~ited States Co'~e, sections 1 and ~;lor aftel~ th:e 
Il'l a \l 'l"Ul'atlOll of the Pre.SIdent-elect as Prcslc,cnt. and the 
i Jla ll ~ll l'a ti oll of the Vi ce-P.i·Csident -c1cct as ·Yice Presi-

b . ~ ' . . ' . . . . " . '. 

llcnt. ' " . . " . ;." , . ! ""' ! 

. ( c ) 'The t crlll s ."Presiden t -eled" and '~Vice-Pl'csidelit­
elecf' :1 S lI !3ed in,.th is ~\.ct sh ,~l1 m can such p C,1'sons as al:e 
.th e npp:ncll.t ;: Il ccei:~ .rlll eam lJ d nte.s l or th e oflIee o~ R rcsl­
d ent nnd Vl <:;C ;rrcsIc1ent , r cspcctlwly , as . ;t SC ~l'hllnc.cl py 
the .Ac1 Jl1 ini ~h· :1tor f ollo"'ing the gel)l' l'(l l electIons, h eld t? 
determi ne th e electors of P l'esillcn t :mel Vice P 1'e!31dent m 
nccorci al1 (,c .wit li title 3'1 U nit ed S tntes C ode,· scCti,ons. t 
nnd '2. . "., .' :-- ' ,'" I~ : ..... . .. : . . ' " . f , ; .:" ,: ; : : 

78 S TAT, ] ;' 4. 
7 8 S '1'A '1'. ) :'5. 
GO Sta t. SOS; 
75 S la t. 339, 
34 0. 

C Olllmun lca­
tl ons sen -jces. 

Prilltln g and 
lo lll ul ug. ' .. 

r os tnge. 

Res t r ic tI on. 

02 S l nt . 6 72. 

Defi ni t ions. 

P enalty man. 

74, Stat. GGO. 

, . . ( d) E a.ch P resident -elect , sh n ll ,be ~ntitled .to ~onyey­
'nnce with))'!. the ' United S tates . anel ItS . ternton es ,and 
'l;ossc~s i oils of a,ll m aillll :ltter', jnchidil.lg nii.·mai,(jellL~Y 
him in connecti on with his prepnra.t.ions for the assump­
tion of oHieial-dnties .n.s President, and snch mail I11n t ter 
shall be.tr~Jl sn1 i tted as pen a.1~YJnhil ns pl'oyid c:d in ti t~e 
39 United St.rit es Code, sectlOn 4152. E ach Vl ce-P1'cs1-

' <1 c~)'t-cl ecf sh all be '.enLiiJed to ' coil ,'e)'nnce withill the 
UIlit.·cd S ta tes anel its terri tories nnd p ossessions of all 
ln ail Jll:1 ti er, inciud in'g .a inl1:1i l, s~nt by h i n~ ll'Jl C~ C:' r his 
\\T itten nutogl'n'ph sigllnlm:e in coll n e~tlOn \,,:th llls i~~'e­
p nrati olls f or (he :1 sslIlilpl lOn of ofll clal d uties as "\ lee 
Pres id en t. . '. . 
. (e ) Ench P1'c s i cl en t - ~J ~ct nnd V icc-P1'.csic1cnt -clect J.ilny 
desigJl !\te to the ..:\.dllll ll lst l'n t or nn asslstnJlt :lllthonzed 

.~ " i s t n nt, 
<1 c ~ i.:; n a ti o n . 

--~~,---~........; ----- - ---,-.--~----- -' ~- --- -'- --------
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]\ollaJlvllca-
L il lly. 

7S STA'.r 1 55. 
7S STA'.r. 1~6. 

to make on hi s behalf such c1 esigllati ons or finnings of 
ll cl'c'ssit.y as may be l'efluircd in conncction with the serv­
i es a n(l f;lei lit ies to bc proyirl ed llllder tll is A d. Not more 
than 10 pcr cc ntum of the total cxpcnclitures llllcler this 
Act for a llY Pres idcnt-elect or Vi ce-Prcsic1 ent-elccfmay 
be made llpon the l):1sis of a certificate by him or the as­
sistant desi"Jl atPll by him pursuant to this section that 
sneh expcn;ritnres arc classifi ed and arc essential to th e 
J1.nti oJ1nl secnr1ty, and t.hat they accord Wit)l t.he 'provi­
s Ions of su bsedlOns (a), (b), and (d ) of thIS sechon. 

(f) In the case ,,·hcre the President-elect is t.he in­
cnmbent Presiclent or in the case ",here t.he Vice-Presi­
dent-el ed is the incnmbent Vi ce President, there shall be 
no expenrlit.nrcs of funds for t.he provision of sc.rvi ces 
ancl facilitics to snch incnmbent llnder this Act, and any 
fund s appropriated for snch purposcs shall be returned 
to the general fnnds of t.he Treasury. 

SE HV I CES AKD :L\CILlTTES AUTHORIZED TO BJ·; PROYIDED TO 

FOIDIER l'm;;SIDE XTS AXD FOJDIER VICE PRESIDENTS 

SEC. 4. The .Administ.rator is authorized to provide, 
upon reqllest, to each fonner President and each former 
Vice Presidc.nt, for a period not to exce.w six months 
from the date of t.he expiration of 11is t erm of office as 
Pre.sidcnt or Vice President, for U So in connection with 
\\'inding up the affairs of his office, necessary services and 
facilit.ies of the same genel'a'! charact€r as :tut.horized by 
t.his Act t.o be p rovided to Presidents-elect and Vice­
Pr~sidellts-elect. Any perSOll appointed or detailed to 
serve a fonne.r President or former Vice President lUlder 
authority of this section sll all be appointed or detailed in 
accordance with, and f3hall be subject tO l all of the provi­
sions of seCtion 3 of this Act applicable to persons a,p­
pointed or detailed uncleI' authority of that section. The 
provisions of the Act of August 25, 1958 (72 Stat. 838, 
3 US.C. 102, note), other than subsection (a ) and (c) 
shall not become effective !with respect to a former Presi­
dent unt.il six: mont.hs after the expiration of his term of 
office as President. 

A UTHORIZ.A.TION Q],' Al'rROPRH.TIONS 

' - ~~c. 5. Th cTe are he·reby autlwi"h:ed to z'e apP'l'opria.ted to th~'Ad­
'1m nzstndO'i' .such f unds as 'lIwy be n ecessm'y f01' cal'rying out the pur­
poses of th1s Act , e,l;cept tlw t with l' spect to anyone Presid ential 
t ,'ansition-

(1) not more tha.n $2 ,000,000 m.ay be appropriated fo7' til e J}ur­
poses of p1'Oviding se'l'cices and f acilities to tile' President -elect 
and Vice President -cJect Wider section 3, and 

(2 ) not 1Jw)'e tlt a.n $'1,000,000 may be approp7'iatcd for tll e PIl1·­
poses of pro·d d ing Se1"C1·ccS and f acilities to the f Oi'm er P rcsid e,lt 
and f01'liwl' Vice P ,'csident UlIdeT sect'ion 4. . 

The P.resident s l~.all in9lud e. in the b1ldget transmitted to Congress , for 
('ach fiscal yca~ u~ 1vl11ch 11 2S Tep ulm' tenn of office 1vill e;cph'e, a JJi'O ­
posed approp7'l.atwn fOI' cai'l'y m g out the pU,l'poses of tMs Act. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
i 
I 
I 



- GENERA4 SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

. ROUTING SLIP 
TO CO RI R2 R4 R5 

NAMEI T I TLE 

2, 

3, 

4, 

5, 

o A LLOTME NT SYMBOL 

o APPROVAL 

o AS REQUESTED 

o CONCURR ENCE 

o CO RRECT I ON 

OF I L I NG 

o FULL REP ORT 

[J HANDLE DIRECT 

o IMMEDIATE ACTION 

o INITIALS 

o NECES SA RY ACT I ON 

R6 R7 

o ANSW ER OR ACKNOWL -
EDGE ON OR BEFORE ______________________________ __ 

o PREPARE REPLY FOR 
THE S IGNATURE OF 

R6 R7 
SYMBOL 

R8 R9 RIO 

SYMBOL 

o READ AND DESTROY 

o RECOMMENDA T I ON 

o SEE ME 

o S I GNATURE 

o YOUR COMMENT 

o YOUR I NFORMAT I ON 

o 

R8 R9 RIO 
BU IL DING,ROOM.ETC . 

DA TE ./ 

/ t'/ {72b 
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Janua l'y 14, 1969 

Dear Mr. Knott: 

In accordance with section 3(e) of the Presidential 
Transition Act of 1963 (P. L. 88-277,approved 
M arch 7, 1964) Mr., W. ThOJ,nas Johnson is hereby 
authorized to make' on my beha lf su~h designations 
or findings of necessity as may b e required in 
connection with the services and facilities to be 
provided under t he said Act. 

Honorable Lawson B. Knott, Jr. 
Administrator of General Services 
Washington, ,D. c. 20405 

( 
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.Honor;abl~ Lawson:B. Knott. J1t. 
Adminiat:ratol' of ~DeralS.rn.c •• 
Washington 0 D. C. 20405 

Dear :M.r. Knott: 
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Act of 1963 (P.L. eS.Zli. approved ;Marcll 7. 1964) 
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Honorab19 Lawson B . l{noti, J'3:_ 
Adminlllt:ratOl" of Gen~:ral Se:r...n..:es 
Wa hlngton" D. C. Z0405 

DeaJr Mr. Ktlott: 

I 

A(:t c.! 1963 (P.L. 88 -217/1 approved March 1, 1964) _ .. __ _ 

..... ______ ........ _* 1 ~ nez-eo,. auwor!",..,d !to ~ on my behalf 

th. aa1d Act. 

Sincerely • . 

. . 
, ' " . 

. Spiro T. Aguw' 

;. 

.): . 
" r', ) ' 

\ 

\ 

..: 
' . ",. - . ;" 

.'r. ~ 

.-
' .. ,. ", 



· .\ (J l, ' l" 1 c; ~ ()l." t< .L.l~ j.i : ~~ ~ ~ :_ J {\; ._. .:\ 

S h~1 C:C ''::i-l,:: l' ; J.'L: .. CT~: E(~~~ll(, , ~~S 

G .~~ /~ 

Dear ~1r. Sa'mpson: 

. c4-' 

In accordance with ~ection 3(e) of the Presidential 
Transition Act of 1963 (P. L .. 88-.-277, approved 
March 7, 1964) / Mr. Ronald L. Ziegler .is hereby 
temporarily authorized to make on my ,. behalf such 
designations or findings of necessity as may be 
required in connection with the servi6esand 
facilities to be provided under the said Act. 

Honorable Arthur F. Sampson 
Adp-~nistrator of General Services 
Washington, D. C. 20405 
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Septem});:;'~ ·11, 197 4 

Dear Mr. Sampson : 

;y :~:~ F i ' / [:: 0 
r'~ : .1, 
" " ,~', 

In accordance with section 3 (e) of the Presid :. i.: ial 
T~ansition Act of 1963 (p; L. 88-277, approveC 
Harch 7! 1964) and b ased on the decisions off o .::m2r 
President Richard Nixon and myself, I have temp :. . ":3. :!':ily 
redelegated c ertain functions to Colonel John B, :nnan 
and Stephen Bull whi ch will allmv them to make 
decisions on my behalf as may b e r equired in connection 
wi th the services ~l1d facilities to be provided under 
the said Act. 

Sincere ly, 

r'j . ""7?' ~\.' 
;t(Y1L/., "7 ~L, 

Honorable Arthur F. Sampson 
AG...:.·:linistrator of Gener9,l . Service s 
Washington, D. C. 20405 
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94TH CONGRESS 
~d Session } SENATE 

Calendar No. 1253 
{ REPORT 

No. 94-1322 

PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION ACT AMENDMENTS 

SEPTEMBER 28 (legislative day SEPTEMBER 24) , 1976.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. RIBTCOFF, from the Committee on Go,rernment Operations, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompmlY H.R. 14886] 

The Committee on Government Operations, to which was referred 
the bill (H.R. 14886) to revise the appropriation authorization for 
the Presidential Transition Act of 1963, having considered the same. 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE 

H.R. 14886 would amend the Presidential Transition Act of 1963 
(Public Law 87-27) so as to provide a more realistic 'authorization 
for appropriations to facilitate Presidential transitions. It would ac­
complish this by increasing the existing ceiling on sHch authorization 
from $900,000 to $3 million, of which not more than $2 million would 
be available to the President-elect and the JTice.Eresident=.~ and 
$1 million to the o·utgoing President and-Vice President. The bill 
would also (1) remove the ceiling of $100 per day for the payment of 
expenses for the procurement of experts or consultants, contained in 
the 1963 Act, so as to enable payment of the amolmt authorized under 
the Administrative Expenses Act (not to exceed $145 per day) which 
applies to all Federal agencies; and (2) require that when personnel 
is detailed to the office staffs of incoming and outgoing Presidents and 
Vice Presidents from a Federal department or agency, reimbursement 
must be made to the appropriate agency for such services. 

BACKGROUND 

The Presidential Transition Act was enaiCted to promote the orderly 
transfer of executive power in connection with the expiration of the 
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term of office of an outgoing President ilind Vice President and the 
inauguration ofa new President ,and Vice P re§ident. It author~zed 
the Administrator of General Services top rov,ide, upon request to 
the President-elect and the Vice President-elech suitable office sp~ce 
paymen t of compensation of office sta.ff, the detail of personnel fro~ 
departments and agencies, on a reimbursilible or nonreimbursable basis, 
the procurement of experts or consultants, payment of travel expenses 
and subsistence allowances and other necessary expenses. It also author­
ized the provision of such services to the outgoing President and Vice 
President fora pel~iod not to exceed .() months from the expir.ation of 
their terms of office. 

The Act autholized the appropriation of $900,000 to cover such ex­
penses. A review of actual transition expenses by the General Account­
ing Office, following the 1968 election, revealed that President Nixon 
incurred costs of $1.5 million. The Administrator of General Services 
deoided at that time that the $900,000 should be divided equally be­
tween the incoming and outgoing administr.ations, leaving only $450,-
000 for President N,ixon. 

HEARINGS 

H earings on H.R. 14886 were held on September 13, 1976. Repre­
sentatives of the Office of Management and Budget and the General 
Services Administration supported the objectives of the bill. 

Mr. Phillip S. Hughes, the Assistant Comptroller General, reviewed 
the experience under existing la.w and highlighted the findings of the 
General Aocounting Office in reports which it milide on the subject in 
1970 and 1975. Based upon ,actual experience and theimpiliCt of recent 
inflation, Mr. Hughes advised that the General Accounting Office sup­
ported the need for an rincreased authorization, as provided for lin the 
bill. 

CONCLUSION 

The Committee found that when the Presidential Transition Act 
was enacted in 1963, an authorizMJion of $900,000 for outgoing ·and 
incoming Presidents and Vice Presidents a;ppeared reasonable. Actual 
expel,ience, coupled with the impiliCt of inflation, demonstrate clearly 
that the amount authorized in the 1963 Act is inadequate and un­
realistic. The testimony of tht} Assistant Comptroller General with 
respect thereto revealed that, according to the Consumer Price Index, 
it would require $2.5 million ,in 197,6 to purchase the same amount of 
goods and services that $1.5 million would have purchased for the 
incoming Nixon administration in 1968. In iliddition, the 1963 Act did 
not specify how the funds were to be distI1ibuted. 

H.R. 14886 would increase the authODization to a realistic amount, 
provide for an e:quitable distribution of the funds appropriated and, by 
requiring reimbursement to Federal departments and agencies whose 
employees are detailed fOT ,transition purposes, it would insure ad­
herence to the a uthorization cei},ing. 

Finally, it is the Committee's intention that in the event that a new 
Vice President is elected with an uncumbent President, he will be en­
titled to an equitable share of the funds available. 

In view of the foregoing, the Committee urges favorable action on 
H.R.14886. 

S.R. 1322 
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COST ESTIMATE 

The Committee estimates that enactment of H.R. 14886 will cost $2.1 
million above the amount now authorized in fiscal year 1977. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 

In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re­
ported, are shown as follows: (existing law proposed to be omitted is 
enclosed in brackets, new matter is printed in italic, and existing law 
in which no change is proposed is shown in roman) : 

PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION ACT OF 1963 

* * * * * * * 
SERVICES AND FACILITIES AUTHORIZED TO BE PROVIDED TO PRESIDENTS-ELECT 

AND VICE-PRESIDENTS-ELECT 

SEC. 3. (a) The Administrator of General Services, referred to here­
'after in this Act as "the Administrator," is authorized to provide, 
upon l'equest to each President-elect and each Vice-Presidellt-elect, 
for use in connection with his preparations for the assumption oto ffi­
cial duties as President or Vice President necessary services and facili­
ties, including-

(1) Suitable office space appropriately equipped with furniture, 
furnishings, office machines and equipment, and office supplies, as 
determined by the Administrator, after consultation with the 
President-elect, the Vice-President-elect, or their designee pro­
vided for in subsection (e) of this section,at such place or places 
within the United States as the President-elect or Vice-President­
elect shall designate; 

(2) Payment of the compensation of members of office staffs 
designated by the President-elect or Vice-President-elect at rates 
determined by them not to exceed the rate provided by the Classi­
fication Act of 1949, as amend@d, for grade GS-18: Provided. 
That any employee of any agency of any branch of the Govern­
ment may be detailed to such staffs on a reimbul'sable or nonreim­
bursable basis with the consent of the head of the agency; and 
while so detailed such employee shall be responsible only to the 
Pre:;;ide.nt-elect or Vice-President-elect for the performance of his 
duties: Provi71eaturthe1", Tr1at any employee so detailed shall 
continue to receive the compensation provided pursuant to law 
for his regular employment, and shall retain the right and privi­
leges of such employment without interruption. Notwithstand­
ing any other law, persons receiving compensation as members of 
office staffs under this subsection, other than those detailed from 
agencies, shall not be held or considered to be employees of the 
Federal Government except for purposes of the Civil Service 
Retirement Act, the Federal Employees' Compensation Act, the 
Federal Employees' Group Life Insurance Act of 1954, and the 
Federal Employee Health Benefits Act of 1959. 

(3) Payment of expenses for the· procurement of services of 

s.R. 1322 
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experts 01' consultants or organizations thereof for the President­
elect or Vice-President-elect, as authorized for the head of any 
department by section 15 of the, Administrative Expenses Act of 
1946, as amended (5 U.S.C. 3109 (b) ), [at rates not to exceed $100 
per diem for individuals] ; 

( 4) Payment of travel expenses and subsistence allo,vances, 
including rental of Government or hired motor vehicles, found 
necessary by the President-elect or Vice-President-elect, as au­
thorized for persons employed intermittently or for persons serv­
ing without compellsation by section i') of the Administrative 
Expenses Act of 1946, as amended (5 U.S.C. 73b-2), as may be 
appropriate; 

(5) Coml11lU1ications services found necessary by the President­
elect or \Tice-President-elect : 

(6) Payment of expenses for necessary printing and binding, 
notwithstanding the Act of January 12, 1895, and the Act of 
March 1, 1919, as amended (44 U .S.C. 111) ; 

(7) Reimbursement to the postal revenues in amounts equiv­
alent to the postage that would otherwise be payable on mail 
matter referred to in subsection (d) of this section. 

* * * * * * * 
AU'l'HORIZA'l'ION OF .i\PI'ROPRIA'l'ION S 

[SEO. 5. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated to the 
Administrator such funds as may be necessary for carrying out the 
purposes of this Act but not to exceed $900,000 for anyone Presi­
dential transition, to remain available during the fiscal year in which 
the transition occurs and the next succeeding fiscal year. The Presi­
dent shall include in the budget transmitted to the Congress, for 
each fi scal year in which his regular term of office will expire, a pro­
posed appropriation for carrying out the purposes of this Act.] 

SEO. 5. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated to the Ad­
?ninistrator slwh flmds as ?nay be necessary for carrying out the pur­
poses of this A'ct, except that 'with respect to anyone Presidential 
transition-

(1) not more than $2,000,000 'I1wy be app1'opriated for the pur­
poses of providing services and facilities to the President-elect 
and Viae President-ele!JLunder section 3, and 

(2) not ?n01'e than $1 ,000,000 ?nay be appropriated for the PU1'­
poses of providing services and facilities to the f01'1ner President 
and for?ne?' V ice P1'esident under section 4. 

The P1'esident shall include in the budget t1'ansmitted to Oongress. fOl' 
each fiscal year. i11: which his 1'~gular ter?n of office will expire, a pro ­
posed appropnatwn for ca1orY1,ng out the p1l1'poses of this Act. 

S,R. 1322 



APPENDIX 

PUBLIC LAW 88-277 

PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION ACT OF 1963 

AN ACT To promote the orderly tr'ansfer of the exec uti ve power 
in connection with the expiration of the term of office of a 
President and the inauguration .of a new President. 

Be 'it enacted by the Senate and Hou8e of Repre8enta­
tive8 of the United State8 of America in Oongre88 a8-
8embled, That this Act may be cited as the "Presidential 
Transition Act of 1963." 

PURPOSE OF THE ACT 

SEC. 2. The Congress declares it to be the purpose of 
this Act to promote the orderly transfer of the executive 
power in connection with the expiration of the term of 
office of a President and the inauguration of a new Presi­
dent. The national inter-est requires that such transitions 
in the office of President be accomplished so as to assure 
continuity in the faithful execution of the laws and in the 
conduct of the affairs of the F ederal Gover-nment, both 
domestic and foreign. Any disruption occasioned by the 
transfer of the executive power could produce results 
detrimental to the safety and well-being of the United 
Strutes 'and its people. Accordingly, it is the intent of the 
Congress that appropriate 'actions be authorized and 
taken to avoid or minimize any disruption. In addition 
to the specific provisions cont'ained in this Act directed 
toward that purpose, it is the intent of the Congress that 
all officers of the Government so conduct the affairs of the 
Government for which they exercise responsibility and 
authority as (1) to be mindful of problems occasioned 
by transitions in the office of President, (2) to take -ap­
propriate steps to avoid or minimize disruptions that 
might be occasi011ed by the transfer of the executive 
power, and (3) otherwise to promote orderly transitions 
in the office of President. 

(5) 

Presidential 
Transition Ad 
of 196'3. 

78 STAT. 15:l . 
78 STAT. 154. 

S.R. 1322 
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76 Stat. 8<1'3. 
5 USC 1113. 

5 USC 2251, 
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60 Stat. 810. 
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SERVICES AND FACILITIES AU'I'HORIZED TO BE PROVIDED TO 

PRESIDENTS-ELECT AND VI CE-PRESIDENTS-ELECT 

SEC. 3. (a) The Administrator of General Services, 
referred to hereafter in this Act as "the Administrator," 
is authorized to provide, upon request, to each President­
elect and each Vice-President-elect, for use on connection 
with his preparations for the assumption of official duties 
as President or Vice President necessary services and 
facilities, including-

(1) Suitable office space appropriately equipped 
with furniture, furnishings, office machines and 
equipment, and office supplIes, as determined by the 
Administrator, after consultation with the Presi­
dent-elect, the Vice-President-elect, or their designee 
provided for in subsection (e) of this section, at 
such place or places within the United States as the 
President-elect or Vice-President-elect shall desig­
nate ; 

(2) Payment of the compensation of members of 
office staffs designated by the President-elect or Vice­
President-elect at rates determined by them not to 
exceed the rate provided by the Classification Act 
of 1949, as amended, for grade GS-18: Provided, 
That any employee of any agency of any branch of 
the Government may be detailed to such staffs on a 
reimbursable [or nonreimbursable] basis with the 
consent of the head of the agency; and while so de­
tailed such employee shall be responsible only to 
the President-elect or Vice-President-elect for the 
performance of his duties: Provided further, That 
any employee so detailed shall continue to receive 
the compensation provided pursuant to law for 
his regular employment, and shall retain the 
rights and privileges of such employment without 
interruption. Notwithstanding any other law, per­
sons receiving compensation as members of office 
staffs under this subsection, other than those detailed 
from agencies, shall not be held or considered to be 
employees of the F ederal Government except for 
purposes of the Civil Service Retirement Act, the 
Federal Employees' Compensation Act, the Federal 
Employees' Group Life Insurance Act of 1954, and 
the F ederal E mployees H ealth Benefits of 1959 ; 

(3) Payment of expenses for the procurement of 
services of experts or consultants or organizations 
thereof for the President-elect or Vice-President­
elect, as authorized for the head of any department 
by section 15 of the Administrative E xpenses Act of 
1946, as amended (5 U.S.C. 55a), at rates not to 
exceed $100 pel' diem for individuals ; 

S. R. 1322 
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(4) Payment of travel expenses and subsistence Travel expenses 
allowances, including rental of Government or hired 
motor vehicles, found necessary by the President- i~ frAT. 1~'~. 
elect or Vice-President-elect, as authorized for per- 60 s~:t Us; 
sons employed intermittently or for persons serving ~~o Stat. 339, 

without compensation by section 5 of the Adminis- . 
trative Expenses Act of 1946, as amended (5 U.S.C. 
73b-2), as may be appropriate; 

(5) Communications services found necessary by gommunlca. 
the President-elect or Vice-President-elect; ons services. 

(6) Payment of expenses for necessary printing ~rgtlng and 
and binding, notwithstanding the Act of January 12, n ing. 
1895, and the Act of March 1, 1919, as amended (44 P ostage. 

U.S.C. 111) ; . I 

(7) Reimbursement to the postal revenues in 
amounts equivalent to the postage that would other­
wise be payable on mail matter referred to in subsec­
tion (d) of this section. 

(b) The Administrator shall expend on funds for the Restriction. 
provIsion of services ~nd facilities under this Act in con-
nection with any obliga;tions incurred by the President-
elect or Vice-President-elect before the day following the 
date of the general elections held to determine the elec-
tors of President and Vice President in accordance with 
title 3, United States Code, sections 1 and 2, or after the 62 Stat. 672. 

inauguration of the President-elect as President and the 
inauguration of the Vice-President-elect as Vice 
President. 

( c) The terms "President-elect" and "Vice-President- Definitions. 
elect" as used in this Act shall mean such persons as are 
the apparent successful candidates for the office of Presi-
dent and Vice President, respectively, as ascertained by 
the Administrator following the general elections held to 
determine the electors of President and Vice President in 
accordance with title 3, United States Code, sections 1 
and 2. 

( d) Each President-elect shall be entitled to convey-
ance within the United States and its territories and P enalty mail. 
possessions of all mail matter, including airmail, sent by 
him in connection with his preparations for the assump-
tion of official duties as President, and such mail matter 
shall be transmitted as penalty mail as provided in title 74 Stat. 660. 
39, United States Code, section 4152. E ach Vice-Presi-
dent-elect shall be entitled to conveyance within the 
United States and its . territories and possessions of all 
mail matter, including airmail, sent by him under his 
writt~n autograph signature in connection with his pre-
paratIOns for the assumption of official duties as Vice 
President. ASSistant, 

(e) Each President-~l~t and Vice-President-elect may designation. 

deSIgnate to the Admllllstrator an assistant authorized 
to make on his behalf such desio-nations or findino-s of 
necessity as may be required in co~mection with the ~erv-

S.R. 132.2 
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78 STAT. 155. 
78 STAT. 156. 
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ices and facilities to be providedlUlder this Act. N 9t more 
than 10 per centum of the total expenditures under this 
Act for any President-elect or Vice-President-elect may 
be made upon the basis of a certificate by him or the as­
sistant designated by him pursuant to this section that 
such expenditures are classified and are essential to the 
national security, and that they accord with the provi­
sions of subsections (a), (b), and (d) of this section. 

(f) In the case where the President-elect is the ill­
cumbent President 01' in the case where the Vice-Presi­
dent-elect is the incumbent Vice President, there shall be 
no expenditures of funds for the provision of services 
and facilities to such incumbent under this Act, and any 
fnnds appropriated for such purposes shall be returned 
to the general funds of the Treasury. 

SERVICES AND FACILITms AUTHORIZED TO BE PROVIDED '1'0 

FORMER PRESIDENTS AND FOR~mR VICE PRESIDENTS 

SEC. 4. The Administrator is authorized to provide, 
upon request, to each former President and each former 
Vice President, for a period not t.o exceed six months 
from the date of the expiration of his term of office as 
President or Vice President, for use in connection with 
winding up the affairs of his office, necessary services and 
facilities of the same general character as authorized by 
this Act to be provided to Presidents-elect and Vice­
Presidents-elect. Any person appointed or detailed to 
serve a former President or former Vice President under 
authority of this section shall be appointed or detailed 
in accordance with, and shall be subject to, all of the 
provisions of section 3 of this Act applicable to persons 
appointed or detailed under authority of that section. 
The provisions of the Act of August 25, 1958 (72 Stat. 
838, 3 U.S.C. 102, note), other than subsection (a) and 
( e) shall not become effective with respect to a former 
President until six months after the expiration of his 
term of office as President. 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

SEC. 5. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated 
to the Administrator s'Uch funds as may be necessary for 
carrying out the purposes of this Act but not to exceed 
$900,000 for anyone Presidential transition, to remain 
!).vailable during the fiscal year in which the transition 
occurs and the next succeeding fiscal year. The President 
shall include in the budget transmitted to the Congress, 
fol' each fiscal year in which his regular term of office 
will expire, a proposed appropriation for carrying out 
the purposes of this Act. 

Approved March 7,1964. 

o 
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94TH CONGRESS} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
t£d S esswn No. 94-1442 

PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION ACT AMENDMENTS 

AUGUST 27, 1976.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
·State of the Union and ordered to be printed 

Mr. BROOKS, from the Committee on Government Operations, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
(Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office) 

[To accompany H .R. 14886] 

The Committee on Gov.ernment Operations, to whom was referred 
the bill (H.R. 14886) to revise the appropriation authorization for 
the Presidential Transition Act of 1963, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon with amendments -and recommend that the 
bill as amended do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 
Page 1, line 3, insert" (a)" immediately after "That". 
Page 2, immediately after line 10, insert the following: 

(b) Section 3(a) (3) of the Presidential Transition Act 
0-£ 1963 is amended by striking out "at rates not to exceed 
$100 per diem for individuals". 

Amend the title so as to read: 
A bill to. revise the appropriation authorization :for the 

Presidential Transition Act of 1963, and :fot" other purposes. 

EXPLANATION OF AMENDMENTS 

These amendments would remove the limitation o:f $100 per day 
to be paid to experts and consultants employed by the President-Elect 
or Vice-President-Elect. This limitation was placed in the Act in 
1963. The intervening 13 years have seen a marked upgrading 6f such 
payment due to inflation and other factors. It would be a handicap 
to the incoming officers if they could not pay the normal rates for 
such services. The Committee ·amendment will permit the employment 
of experts and consultants at not to exceed the rates prescribed by 
the Administrative Expenses Act under which Federal agencies em­
ploy such persons. 

57-006 
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SUMMARY AND PURPOSE 

H.R. 14886 would increase the authorization of funds to be appro­
priated to carry out the purposes of the Presidential Transition Act 
of 1963. Under the Act, such appropriations may not exceed $900,000 
for anyone Presidential Transition. Information available to the 
Committee makes it clear that this figure is insufficient. The bill, 
therefore, increases the authorization for anyone Presidential Transi­
tion to $3 million dollars to be divided as tollows: ore than $2 
million dollars may ,be appropriated for the purposes of pro iding 
services and facilIties to the President-Elect 'and Vice-President 
Elect; and no more than $1 million dollars to provim serVIces and 
facilities to the out-going Presiderit ana -out-going Vice-President. 
These amounts should be adequate 'and reasonable. 

The' Committee is aware of the possibility that some elections, in­
cluding the coming election in November 1976, may result in only the 
Vice-l'resident leaving office and a new Vice-l'resident assuming that 
office. Although the Committ~e made difference in the amount of 
funds available to the President-elect and Vice-President-elect on 
the one hand .and the o.utgoing Presi<;lent and Vice-President on the 
otherJ,t did not make a further division of fund§,J-2.e . e'en the 'Presi­
dent.:and VICe-Pre ~ . .ll ~ inComi~g.rl.naoutgoing). 

The nee s of the Vice-PresIdent-el aJ>: v y_g:ke~tl.y. depending 
uPQn nneS assig - ~to~ '~]ll. he Administrator of General Serv­
fc!es s IOU!< use nS'Oes judginent in m.aJcing a determination of the 

\ 

amount' that a Vice-Pi'esident-elect and a former r Vice President 
should re eive. In the event that aI change is made ohly ;in the Vice­
Presidency, we would' not expect all M the fu:ntl:s appropriated for 
use by both the President-elect and Vicy-president1eleot "to go duly 
to the latter. ' I fl". I 

The Committee"s' ktentlllIi .1is only 'to see tHat funds 'are av,ailable 
for an orderly. transfer of ·a1dmin5.':=Jtrat1ons, in: , 'tli(5 ievent tliat such 
transfer fo.akes ,place. , We lf.a.ke' 0 position, pn " tl1:~ oo.qlino-.. election 
and O)W i.t ,.maw, Jtu,rp. ,out, H is )o1}ly prudent :1io be prep,ared for , such 
an eventuality if it does occur. ' : · ... f: . r ,if,' · t ,. 'f ·" I ';'. 

r~his bill sets ?-o n~w polic):' . . Co~gres~ l~~.s [).lr~a9-:rr qetermined the 
polIcy that preSIdentIal tranSItIon IS a l &gltooate boverhnient'al func­
tion: This bilh)rrly' makes it p0ssible for ; the policy rteD ibe cartied out 
by raisiIi!Jg the 'a1Jb~'1lrary ceiling bn' expenditures n.xe'dJ ill 1963 .. without 
the expectation of the crushing inflation the country has been sub­
j ected to in recent years: '.'1'11B ::o:b'j ecti ves.of the; Pl~esidential Transition 
Act in providing for an orderly transfer of power cannot be accom­
p1{shed r i~ 'less:\ tJhiJJn . 'ne-third ' of th.~1 cbstSI 'involved 'to ' ail. in -com~ng 
adininistfatio~l" would be paid from fec;leral l funds, which is ' all the 
present funding wduld provide. " , 
. ['lie passage of the 'Fedel'al ' Electidn Campargn !A.ct'IAmendrnentS 

of 1974, establishing public financing of presidential elections as 
national policy, has maide ·the provision of adequate" funding of the 
Transition Act a necessity. '( ) 

A recent ruling by the Federal Election Commission ' held that a 
presidential candidate who has accepted puOlic financing is pro­
hibited from raising private funds in advance of his election even for 
the purposes of a transition study. It was the view of the Commission 
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that the government, through the Presidential Transition Act, has 
assumed responsibility for the costs of a transition. Congress must 
now see to it that those costs are, indeed, covered by the Act. 

BACKGROUND 

The Presidential Transition Act of 1963 was enacted by the Con­
gress to promote the orderly transfer of executive power in connection 
with the expiration of the term of office of a President and the 
inauguration of a new President. The Act states that the national 
interest requires such transitions to be accomplished so as to assure 
continuity in the faithful execution of the laws and in the conduct 
of the affairs of the Federal Government, both domestic and foreign. 
It seeks to avoid disruption, which could produce detrimental results 
to the safety and well-being of the Nation. 

Prior to the enactment of the legislation, there was no formal 
provision for the transfer of power when a new President was to 
assume office; nor were there 'any federal funds to pay for such ex­
penses as may have been incurred. During the period between the 
November election and the inauguration in January, an in-coming 
President was left to his own resources as to how he would set up 
his administration and take on the responsibilities of govermnent. 
He frequently incurred large expenses which had to be paid out 
of his own pocket or through such contributions as may have been 
made to him. 

This situation was remedied by the Presidential Transition Act, 
which authorized the Administrator of General Services to provide, 
upon request, to the President-Elect and Vice-President-Elect, suit­
able office space, the payment of compensation of members of office 
staffs, the detail of personnel from Departments and Agencies, the 
procurement of experts or consultants, the payment of travel ex­
penses and subsistence allowances and other normal and necessary 
expenses which may be incurred. The Administrator was also author­
ized to provide to the out-going President and Vice-President, for a 
period not to exceed 6 months from the expiration of their terms of 
office, services, facilities and personnel for use in connection with 
winding up the affairs of those offices. 

The figure of $900,000, a compromise which seemed reasonable at 
the time, was to cover all of the expenses outlined above. 

The first transition to take place under the bill was that following 
the election of President Nixon in 1968. In a review of that transition 
contained in the Journal of the American Bar Association/ Franklin 
B. Lincoln. Jr., who served as President-elect Nixon's representative 
under the Presidential Transition Act in the transfer of the govern­
ment from the Johnson to the Nixon Administration, commented as 
follows : 

The successful Presidential transition of 1968- 1969 did not 
just happen. Numerous p~ople were involved, and many hours 
were spent by members of both the outgoing and incoming 
administrations in a joint effort to bring about a smooth trans­
fer. The results proved to be well worth the effort. The new 

1 Vol ume 55, page 533, June, 1969 



'4 

administration assumed the powers of government quickly 
and effectively, enabling President Nixon to plan and execute 
his successful foreign trip to our Western Allies within four 
weeks of taking office and demonstrating to the American 
people that their government was not only responsive to their 
will but also capable of making the change in an orderly and 
prompt fashion. 

In a report submitted to the Congress dated November 16, 1970, the 
GAO reviewed that transition and informed the committee that Presi­
dent Nixon incurred costs of $1.5 million dollars.:! The Administrator 
of General Services decided that the $900,000 available under the 
Transition Act should be divided equally between the in-coming and 
out-going administrations; therefore, only $450,000 was available to 
PreSIdent Nixon. . 

The following conclusions were drawn in that GAO report: 
A question arises as to whether the transition funds made 

available to the incoming President and Vice President are 
adequate. Oertainly, the question is encouraged by the manner 
in which the amounts were determined. 

The starting point was an estima:te 'presen~d to the Oop­
gress by the Bureau of the Budget III ItS testImony on legIS­
lation leading to the Presidential Transition Act. The Bureau 
estimated that $1,225,000 would be a conservative amount to 
authorize fQr transition expenses. The bill passed by the 
House authorized an am.ount of $1,300,000 (apparently the 
Bureau's estimate rounded). This amount was compromised 
to $900,000 in conference with the Senate. Although the act 
is silent on the matter of the division of the funds between 
the incoming and outgoing administrations, the legislative 
history reflects an expectatIOn that they be divided equally. 
This was done in the case of the 1968-69 transition. 

Although the $450,000 in assistance made available to the 
incoming administrations might well have been based on a 
more accurate. determination of the actual expenses, it can 
also be argued that Presidents-elect and Vice-Presidents-elect 
have both quasi-official and political responsibilities in uncer­
tain proportion and that there is no objective means of deter­
mining in what proportion their total expenses should be born 
by p;ublic and private funds. It is our belief, however, that, if 
the Presidential Transition Act is to function as intended, 
the Federal assistance must cover a substantial part of the 
transition expenses. 

W'e believe t.hat the $450,000 in Federal funds made avail­
able to the incoming Nixon administration was clearly 
inadequate in light of the $1.5 million estimated to have been 
spent during the 1968-69 transition. 

Inasmuch as the 1968-69 transition was the first full-scale 
transition since the passage of the Presidential Transition 
Act, the Congress may wish to review the adequacy of the 
assistance given the incoming administration. 

2 ('omntrollPr Genernl of the United 'Stn'tes, Federal Assistance for Presidential 
Tr:msitions, No,ember 16, 1970. B149372, B158195. 
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In the report quoted above and also in a later report entitled "Fed­
eral Assistance for President ial Transitions: Recommendations for 
Changes in Legislation," the GAO recommended that the $900,000 
ceiling be removed or a more realistic figure be enacted.3 

H EARINGS 

The Subcommittee on Legislation and National Security held hear­
ings 4 on H.R. 14886, at which time representatives of ,the Office of 
Management and Budget, the General Accounting Office and the 
General Services Administration testified. All three of the witnesses 
agreed that the authorization contained in the Act was inadequate. 
The representative of the Office of Management and Budget stated 
that if the Congress wished to change the level of appropriation at 
this time, the Administration would not object. 

COMMI'ITEE VOTE 

H .R. 14886 was reported by the Committee on Government Opera­
tions by a vote of 31 to 0, with a quorum present. 

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS OF H .R . 14886, AS AMENDED 

Section 1 ( a) of the Bill authorizes the appropriation of funds to 
the Administrator of General Services as may be necessary for ca.rry­
ing out the purposes of the Act, except that for anyone President 
Transition, ,the funds appropriated will be 'apportioned in the fol­
lowing manner: (1) Not more than $2 million dollars may be ap­
propriated for the purposes of providing services and facilities to the 
President-Elect and the Vice President-Elect as set forth in Section 3 
of Public Law 88- 277, which enumerates the types of services and 
facilities to be provided; and (2) Not more than $1 million dollars 
may be appropriated for the purposes of providing services and facil­
ities to the former President and former Vice President under Section 
4 of Public Law 88-277, which authorizes services and facilit ies to be 
provided to former Presidents and former Vice Presidents. This Sec­
tion of the Bill also requires the President to include in the budget 
transmitted to Congress for each fiscal year in which his regular term 
of office will expire a proposed appropriation for carrying out the 
purposes of the Presidential Transition Act, as amended. 

Section 1 (b) will eliminate the words "at r ates not to exceed $100 
per diem for individuals" f'rom Section 3(a) (3 ) of Public Law 88-
277. This would remove the ceiling from the amount that may be paid 
for the procurement of services of experts or consultants or organiza­
tions thereof for the President-Elect or Vice President-Elect as au­
thorized for the head of any Department by the Administrative 
Expenses Act. 

Section 2 of the Bill makes the effective date of this legislation to 
he either the date of the enactment of this Act, or October 1, 1976, 
whichever is later . 

3 Cnmnt rollpr Gpner nl of the United States, D ecember 24, 1975, GGD-76-29. 
• "Pr esidential Transition Act Amendments , H.R. 14886" H earings before a Subcom ­

mittee of t he Committee on Government Operations, H ouse of Representatives, !l4th 
Con g. , 2d sess., August 1976. 
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COST ESTIMATE 

The Committee estimates that H.R. 14886 will cost $2,100,000 above 
the amount now appropriated for this legislation in fiscal year 1977. 
The Committee does not anticipate any costs in the succeeding fiscal 
years, barring unforseen events, until the next Presidential election. 

INFLATIONARY IMPAOT 

In compliance with Clause 2(1) (4) of House Rule 11, this legisla­
tion will have no inflationary impact on price and costs in the opera­
tion of the national economy. 

The following estimate was prepared by the Congressional Budget 
Office in accordance with subdivision (C) of Clause 2(1) (3) of House 
RuleXI: 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE, AUGUST 25, 1976 

1. Bill number: H.R. 14886. 
2. Bill title: To revise the appropriation authorization for the Pres­

idential Transition Act of 1963. 
3. Purpose of bill: This legislation increases the amounts provided 

to the President-elect, the Vice President-elect and to the terminat­
ing President and Vice President. Formerly, $900,000 was divided 
among the four executives to compensate for their transition costs. 
This legislation provides a maximum of $1 million for the transition 
expenses of the terminating President and Vice President and a max­
imum of $2 million for the President-elect and Vice President-elect. 

4. Cost estimate: (millions of dollars) . 

Fiscal year-

1977 1978 1979 1980 

Budget function 800: 
Authorization leveL ______________ _ 3. 0 _____________________________ ____________ _ 
CostL __________________________ _ 3.0 _________________________________________ _ 

1981 

3. a 
3.0 

5. Basis Tor estimates: Regardless of the results of the 1976 presi­
dential election, it is assumed that the total authorization of $3 million 
will be spent. Although this total could be lower if the incumbent 
President is re-elected, the maximum was 'assured for this a.nalysis 
because the act does not prohibit the maximum amount from going to 
a former Vice President only. 

6. Estim!tte comparison: None. 
7. P revious CBO estimate: None. 
8. Estimate prepared by Terry Nelson (225-5275). 
9. Estima;te ·approvide by R. Scheppach for J ames L. Blum, Assist­

ant Director for Budget Analysis. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LA W ~1ADE BY THE BILL, As REPORTED 

In compliance with clause 3 of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re-
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ported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be o.mitted is 
enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman) : 

PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION .A<CT .oF 1963 

* * * * * * * 
SERVICES AND FACILITIES AUTHORIZED TO BE PROVIDED TO PRESIDENTS-ELECT 

AND 'VICE-PRESIDENTS-ELECT 

SEC. 3. (a) The Administrator of General Services, referred to 
herea:fiter in this Aetas "the Administrator," is authorized to provide, 
upon request, to each President-elect and each Vice-President-eleot, 
for use in connection with his preparatioll's for the assumption of offi­
cial duties as President or Vice President necessary services and mcili­
ties, including-

(1) Smtable office space appropria,tely equipped with furniture, 
furnishings, office machines and equipment, and office supplies, as 
determined by the Administrator, after consultation with the 
President-elect, the Vice-President-eleot, or their designee pro­
vided for in subseotion (e) of this section, 'a,t such place 0.1' places 
within the United States 'as the President-elect or Vice-President­
elect shall designate; 

(2) Payment of the compensation of members of office staffs 
design:ated by the President-elect or Vice-President-ele0t at rates 
determined by them no.t to exceed the rate provided by the Classi­
fica;tion Act of 1949,as lamended, for grade GS- 18: Provided, 
That any employee of any agency of 'any branch of the GoveTIl­
iJllent may be detailed to such staffs o.n :a reimbursable or nonreim­
bursable basis with the consent of ,the head of -the agency; and 
while so detailed such employee shall be responsible only to the 
President-elect or Vice-President-elect for the performance of his 
duties: Provided f~trthe1', That any employee so detailed shall 
continue to receive the compensa,tion provided pursuant to law 
Tor his regular employment, and shall retain the rights and privi­
leges of such employment wiohout interruption. Notwithstand­
ing any other l>aw, persons receiving compensa.tion 'as members of 
office staffs under this subsection, ooher than those detailed from 
'agencies, shall not be held or considered to be employees of the 
Federal Government except for purposes 'of the Civil Service 
Re'tirement Act, t he Federal Employees' Compensation Act, the 
F ederal Employees' Group Life Insurance A ct of 1954, and the 
F ederal Employees Health Benefits Act of 1959 ; 

(3) Payment of expenses for the procurement of services of 
experts or consultants or organizations thereof for the President­
elect or Vice-President-elect, 'as authorized for the head of any 
department by section 15 of the Administrative Expenses Act of 
1946, as amended (5 U.S.C. 55a), [at rates not to exceed $100 per 
diem for individuals] ; 

(4) Payment of travel expenses and subsistence allowances, 
including rental of Government or hired motor vehicles, found 
necessary by the President-elect or Vice-President-elect, as au-
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thorized for persons employed intermittently or for persons serv­
ing without compensation by section 5 of the Administrative 
Expenses Act of 1946, as amended (5 U.S.C. 73b-2) , as may be 
appropriate; 

( 5) Communications services found necessary by the Pl'esident­
elect or Vice-President-elect; 

(6) Payment of expenses for necessary printing and binding, 
notwithstanding the Act of January 12, 1895, and the Act of 
March 1, 1919, as amended (44 U.S.C. 111) ; 

(7) Reimbursement to the postal revenues in amounts equiv­
alent to the postage that would otherwise be payable on mail 
matter referred to in subsection (d) of this section. 

• iii iii ... * * iii 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRL\TIONS 

[SEC. 5. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated to the 
Administrator such funds as may be necessary for carrying out the 
purposes of this Act but not to exceed $900,000 for anyone Presi­
dential transition, to remain available during the fiscal year in which 
the transition occurs and the next succeeding fiscal year. The Presi­
dent shall include in the budget transmitted to the Congress, for 
each fiscal year in which his regular term of office will expire, a pro­
posed appropriation for carrying out the purposes of this Act.] 

Sec. 5. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated to the Ad-
1ninistrator such funds as may be necessary for carrying out the pur­
poses of this Act, except that with respect to anyone Presidential 
transitio'flr-

(1) not more than $12,000,000 may be appropriated for the pur­
poses of providing services and facilities to the President-elect 
and Vice President-e_lect under section 3, and 

(12) not more than $1,000,000 may be appropriated for the p1tr­
poses of providing services and facilities to the fO?'1ner President 
and former V ice President under section 4-. 

The President shall include in the budget transmitted to Oongress, fO?' 
each fiscal year in l..ohich his regular term of office will expire, a pro­
posed appropriation for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 



APPENDIX 

PUBLIC LAW 88-277 

PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION A CT OF 1963 

AN ACT To promote the orderly transfer of the executive power 
in connection with the expiration of the term of office of a 
President and the inauguration of a new President. 

B e it enacted by the S enate and House of R epresenta­
times of the United States of America ·in Oongress as­
sem bled, That this Act may be cited as the "Presidential 
Transition Act of 1963." 

PURPOSE OF THIS ACT 

SEC. 2. The Congress declares it to be the purpose of 
this Act to promote the orderly transfer of the executive 
power in connection with the expiration of the term o:{ 
office of a President and the inauguration of a new Presi­
dent. The national interest requires that such transitions 
in the office of President be accomplished so as to assure 
continuity in the faithful execution of the laws and in the 
conduct of the affairs of the Federal Government, both 
domestic and foreign. Any disruption occasioned by the 
transfer of the executive power could produce results 
detrimental to the safety and well-being of the United 
States and its people. Accordingly, it is the intent of the 
Congress that appropriate actions be authorized and 
taken to avoid or minimize any disruption. In addition 
to the specific provisions contained in this Act directed 
toward that purpose, it is the intent of the Congress that 
all officers of the Government so conduct the affairs of the 
Government for which they exercise responsibility and 
authority as (1) to be mindful of problems occasioned 
by transitions in the office of President, (2) to take ap­
propriate steps to avoid or minimize disruptions that 
might be occasioned by the transfer of the executive 
power, and (3) otherwise to promote orderly transitions 
in the office of President . 

(9) 

Presidential 
Transition Act 
of 1963. 

78 STAT. 153. 
78 STAT. 154. 
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of General 
Services. 
Authority. 

Office space. 

Office stall's, 
salaries. 

76 Stat. 843. 
5 USC 1113. 

5 USC 2251, 
75<1,2091, 
3001 notes. 

Experts or con­
sultants. 

60 S tat. 810. 
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SERVICES AND FACILITIES AUTHORIZED TO BE PROVIDED TO 
PRESIDENTS-ELECT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS-ELECT 

SEC. 3. (a) The Administrator of General Services, 
referred to hereafter in this Act as "the Administrator," 
is authorized to provide, upon request, to each President­
elect and each Vice-President-elect, for use on connection 
with his preparations for the assumption of official duties 
as President or Vice President necessary services and 
facilities, including-

(1) Suitable office space appropriately equipped 
with furniture, furnishings, office machines and 
equipment, and office supplies, as determined by the 
Administrator, after consultation with the Presi­
dent-elect, the Vice-President-elect, or their designee 
provided for in subsection (e) of this section, at 
such place or places within the United States as the 
President-elect or Vice-President-elect shall desig­
nate; 

(2) Payment of the compensation of members of 
office staffs designated by the President-elect or Vice­
President-elect at rates determined by them not to 
exceed the rate provided by the Classification Act 
of 1949, as amended, for grade GS-lS : Provided, 
That any employee of any agency of any branch of 
the Government may be detailed to such sbaffs on a 
reimbursable or nonreimbursable basis with the con­
sent of the head of the agency; and while so de­
tailed such employee shall be responsible only to. 
the President-elect or Vice-President-elect for the 
performance of his duties: Provided furthe1', That 
'any employee so detailed shall continue to receive 
the compensation provided pursuant to law for 
his regular employment, and shall retain the 
rights and privileges of such employment without 
interruption. Notwithstanding any other law, per­
sons receiving compensation as members of office 
staffs under this subsection, other than those detailed 
from agencies, shall not be held or considered to be 
employees of the Federal Government except for 
purposes of the Civil Service Retirement Act, the 
Federal Employees' Compensation Act, the Federal 
Employees' Group Life Insurance Act of 1954, and 
the Federal Employees Health Benefits Act of 1959 ; 

(3) Payment of expenses for the procurement of 
services of experts or consultants or organizations 
thereof for the President-elect or Vice-President­
elect, as authorized for the head of any department 
by section 15 of the Administrative Expenses Act of 
1946, as amended (5 U.S.C. 55a), at rates not to 
exceed $100 per diem for individuals; 
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(4) P ayment of travel expenses and subsistence al­
lowances, including rental of Government or hired 
motor vehicles, found necessary by the President­
elect or Vice-President-elect, as authorized for per­
sons employed intermittently or for persons serving 
without compensation by section 5 of the Adminis­
trative Expenses Act of 1946, as amended (5 U.S.C. 
73b-2), as may be appropriate; . 

(5) Communications services found necessary by 
the J,=>resident-elect or Vice-President-elect; 

(6) Payment of expenses for necessary printing 
and binding, notwithstanding the Act of January 12, 
1895, and the Act of March 1, 1919, as amended (44 
U.S.C. 111) ; 

(7) Reimbursement to the postal revenues in 
amounts equivalent to the postage that would other­
wise be payable on mail matter referred to in subsec­
tion (d) of this section. 

(b) The Administrator shall expend on funds for the 
provision of services' and facilities under this Act in con­
)lection witl:r any obligations incurred by the President­
·elect or 'Yice-President-elect, before .the day followiIi~ tlw 
dfl,te of the general elections h~ld to determine 'the elec­
tors of President and .>Vice President in accQrdance with 
,title 3, Ul,lited .States ,C9de, se.cti-ons 1 and 2, or after the 
inauguration of the :president-elect as Presiden.t and tlie 
inauguration of the Vj~-1?resid.ent-elect as ' 'fi<?e p;resi-
d8!lt. J . I ,I .' f ) ,\' .( . ' . iii 
, (c). .· The terms, \'rPres\dent,elept" and ' ~'Vice-~residen -

·elect;" as used 'in:.this . .A.(jt shall :o;te~I). s1+6h Pl1rs9ps as, are 
lihe apparen~ $uc~(js~ful c~ndidate.s, for the roffi.ce ~~ ~re~t­
.d~nt , and Yrlce ~~esId~:o;t, r.~~peqtIvely,. a,~ . ~sce1)t H}~a. Rr,Y 
the Adminisb;atQr foUmviI).g the ,g.el}er~l eif:;ct,i~:m~ ' lleI4 , to 

fd~ter,min~ th~ .e'lj3ctors of 1?resident and Vice Pr;es. dent III 
accordflillc(j -,witl~ titJe_ 3'1 UWteq , States):Code,;.~e~t~oH~ + 
and ,2. I "" ' ' .' I.. ~. . f. '11 r ) r' • J ' 
. . .. ( d) ~a~h' Presip'e~t-eIElct. shall !be~ntitled ,tq,Sp . '. :yy­

' ian~~ WI~lJ.~Ii .t}w: iUmpeq. States ,and Its ,.ternto:pesJ,¥ld 
possessions of all mail matter, including airma;il,_sen~ilby 
him in c01U1ection with his preparations for the assuml)­
tion of official-duti'es .. It:s President, and such mail matter 
. shall be trf),nsmittep. as penl:l:lty mail as provid,ed in title 
39, UnitM St"ate's 'Cod&H8ection' 4152. Eacli V' ce~PFesi­

' Clen't~el~cf: 'sl;lall be' ,entitled to .' bonveyanck · withIn the 
United States' and its .. t~tritoriesandt possdssions of all 
~ap Jnatt~r, . includ~ng .alrm~ii, sent by hi~ u~~er ' his 
wrltt~n autogr::J.ph SIgnature 111 'connectIOn WIth hls pre­
parations f Qr the assumption of official duties as Vipe 
President . I / 

, ( ~)Each President-.E:ilect and Vice-President-elect may 
designate to the Admi'nistrator an ' as~istant · authorized 

Travel expenses 

78 STAT. 154. 
78 STAT. 155. 
60 Stat. 808 ; 
75 Stat. 339. 
340. 

Communica­
tions services. 

Printing a nd 
binding . . 

Pos tage. 

Restriction. 

62 Stat. 672. 

Definitions. 

Penalty mail. 

741 Stat. 660 . 

Assista nt. 
deSignation. 



Nonapplica­
bility. 

78 STAT 155. 
78 STAT. 156. 
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to make on his behalf such designations or findings of 
necessity as may be required in connection with the serv­
ices and facilities to be provided under this Act. Not more 
than 10 per centum of the total expenditures under this 
Act for any President-elect or Vice-President-elect may 
be made upon the basis of a certificate by him or the as­
sistant designated by him pursuant to this section that 
such expenditures are classified and are essential to the 
national security, and that they accord with the provi­
sions of subsections (a), (b), and (d) of this section. 

(f) In the case where the President-elect is the in­
cumbent P resident or in the case where the Vice-Presi­
dent-elect is the incumbent Vice President, there shall be 
no expenditures of funds for the provision of services 
and facilities to such incumbent under this Act, and any 
funds appropriated for such purposes shall be returned 
to the general funds of the Treasury. 

SERVICES AND F ACILITIES AUTHORIZED TO BE PROVIDED TO 
FORMER PRESIDENTS AND FORMER VICE PRESIDENTS 

SEC. 4. The Administrator is authorized to provide, 
upon request, to each former President and each former 
Vice President, for a period not to exceed six months 
from the date of, the expiration of his term of office as 
President or Vice President, for use in connection 'With 
winding up the affairs of his office, necessary services and 
facilities of the saine general character as authorized by 
this Act to 'be provided to Presidents-elect and Vice­
Presidents-elect. Any person appointed or detailed to 
serve a former President or former Vice President under 
authority of this section shall !be appointed or detailed in 
accordance with, and shall be SUbject to, all of the provi­
sions of seCtion 3 of this Act applicable to persons ap­
pointed or detailed under authority of that section. The 
provisions of the Act of August 25, 1958 (72 Stat. 838, 
3 U.S.C. 102, note), other than subsection (a) and (e) 
shall not become effective !With respect to a former Presi­
dent until six months after the expiration of his term of 
office as President. 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

SEC. 5 .. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated 
to the Adlninistmtor such funds as maybe necessary for 
carrying out the purposes of this Act 'but not to exceed 
$900,000 for anyone Presidential transition, to remain 
available during the fiscal year in which the transition 
occurs and the next succeeding fiscal year. The President 
shall include in the budget transmitted to the Congress, 
for each fiscal year in which his regular term of office 
will expire, a proposed appropriation for carrying out the 
purposes of this Act. 

Approved March 7,1964. 

o 
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'IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED $TAT]JS ' 

SE)PTEl\{~ER' 2 (legisl~tive day, AUGUST 27),1976 'j 
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To reVIse the appropriatio:q. aut4orit;,ation for the Presidential 
". I , \ 

Transition Act of 1963, and for other purposes. 
I't . I' , 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and 110use of Represent(£-
t · .' J, (. ! .i 

2 t'ives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
l' .1' ,. 

3 That (a) section 5 of the Presidential Transition Act of 
. . , i 'l: ,j" j ) I •• r 

4 1963 (3 U.S.C. 102 note) is amended to n~:ada:s follows: 

5 ·: 'S~c. 5. '1'he1'e are h~reby 'a~thgriie'i o (~J ,appropriate'a 
.. , "d.: I '.)" i 

6 to the Administrator such funds as may be necessary for 
.. : ~ \ .. ~ '~.J f I H 1- i d ... :. • 1 ~\ ~ 

7 carrying out the purposes of this Act, except ,that Wlth 

I I II, .) " . !,. , i d Iii, I •. I 'I 

8 respect to any one Presidential transition-
, ~ ,r I ~ 1 t 

9 " (1) not more than $2,000,000 may be appro-

10 pria,ted for the purposes of providing services and 

11 facilities to the President-eleot and Vice President-elect 

12 under section 3, and 

II 



1 "(2) not more than $1,000,000 may be appropri-

2 ated for the purposes of providing services and fa'cilities 

3 to the former President and former Vice President under 
--.---

4 section 4. 

5 The President shall include in the budget transmitted to 

6 Congress, for each fiscal year in which his regular term of 

7 offi·ce will expire, a proposed appropriation foroarrying out 
I 

8 the purposes of this Act." 

9 (b) Section 3 (a) (3) 'Of the Presidential Transition 

10 Act of 1963 is amendE;ld by striking out "at rates not to 

11 exceed $100 per diem for individuals". 

12 SEC. 2. Section 3 (a~ (2) of the Presidential Transition 

13 Act of 1963 is amended by stril(ing out "or nonreimburs-

14 , .able". 
{ 

15 SEC. 3. The amendment made by the first seotion 'Of this 
.• J (J • l 

16 ~ct shall take effect on-
I I r I }I 

17 
I) . ,q I I 

(1) the date of the enactment of this Act, or 
J { I • , od } I I , • 'j" 

(2) October 1, 1976, 
I I ' ,,: r,. I ! I , . .1 t "I I ' 

18 
I' 

19 , whichever is later. 
I I f r~ t I ,I II , .' 

Passed the House of Representatives September '1, 1976. 
fit ( J f , J 

Attest: EDMUND L. HEN8HA'V, JR., , ' ( 

Clerk. 

r f 

/' ) 
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