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·He wields more 
. power than any other 
Vice President in 
recent history. She­
avoiding the despair 
of a politician's 
wife-has carved an 
independent role with 
more power than 
any Second Lady. -------------By M al-Un Tolch in 

WA SHINGTON . 

r.· .1"" he o ld order p"""es . The n<t · l~j ~ ,I linn wat c hed in sYlnpa thy Cl S 

'""l' ' F r i t z and Juan Mondale . fla nked M uriel H umphrey. 
, : supported her up t he Capitol 
. ': steps and gently cradlL'<l her 
\ hands i n th ei rs . The V ict..' 
, ~". President gave a m oving 

t r ihute to his o ld fri end and ml'ntllr, Hu· 
bert H. Hu m ph rey . .l oan Mondale lis· 
l ened inl ently, proud ly , as she has S.ll 
often , during her husb~lnd 's seem ingly 
inexora ble m ove toward t he p innac le of 
power. He wie lds more PO\ \ ' C ,f now than 
any other V ic (:~ Pr es ident in recent his­
tory . a nd s he , too, ha s ac trucd power in 
the process, nlore thu ll any o t her Sec­
ond Lady i n h istory . 

The te levis ion camera~ shuwed close­
ups of their faces , w h ieh d isplayed 
grief. Bul they are usua ll y st ol id, unci,,· 

!l/fn rUn To lc llill . II m etnlJer n{ "I 'l l(' Nt,U' 

York l ',,"es WlIslllng fun hurcou , 
('ov(' r s t he Wil , I .e HUlIS ('. 

-----------------~---~-'~~-----------------------' 
p 

m onst ral i ve fC:.lccs. Pa in docs nol dwe.ll 
in thei r eyes, as it seem s to in the Car· 
ters'; Ihe M onda les have never been 
truly united by t he agony of de fen t or 
Ihe pressures o f pol iti ca l strur,gl e. 
Thoug h she has been at hi s side, she is a 
strong w om an w ho has avoided the. de~ 

spai r of m any poli tica l wi ves by m ak­
ing a life o f her own . A nd he has r elied 
upon tha t streng th , 

Less d,' i ven than Ihe Carter s, the 
Mondales seem m or e com fortable with 
people. less threa tened a nd less th rea t­
en ing. T hey l ive w ith humur , a nd wi l h­
ou t p re tcilsc. T he Vice President dis­
plays an inlellect as stunning as the 
President ' 5 , but mo re compassionnle. 
B UI w hile J im my Cart er is l em po: red 
steel , for ged in t he hea t o f ba tlle , F r it z 
M onda le has care fu lly cultivated a fa r 
less b r uisi ng taknt : a ll y i ng himself 
with those ill power who first appoin l ed 
h im to every olfi ce he has ever he ld, ex­
cept the Vice Presidency. and in a sense 
Ca rter appo inted him \(I that. He has a l· 
ways g iven his m enlurs full va l lie, but 
ther e has a lways been fl recurrent 
q uest ion o f !-.o fLness a t the co re. Som e 
have been har sh enough t.o suggest Ih ~1l 
Fritz M onda le is a pr ofessiuna l 
protege. Other s argue !lICit il would 
have been hard , for example, to be 
trul y independenl o f Hubert Hum· 
phrey, his ow n S!<l l c 'S domina nt pol i ti ­
ca l fi gure. 

Frit z M Ollda l c ' s pub li c ca r ee r poses a 
funda m en ta l que~ l i un : Dues a basi­
ca lly d ecent man who is not possessed 
by inner dem ons have the sta m ina and 
d r i ve to m akl' il to the While House and 
becom e an e ffecti ve P residenl? 

[J 

II w as shortly be for e 9 o 'clock nn a 
crisp December mUI11 ing w hen Walter 
Frederick Mondale, the 42d Vice Presi· 
den t of the Uni ted Sw tes, climbed 
aboa rd A i r Force II flJr a j ourney to 
J ac}c·;tHl. M iss .• b i lled a s a s peec h 10 an 
economic-dcvclopm ent conference . 
The rea l pur pose u f the t r i p was to ca m · 
paign for t he f e-elec tioJ1 or Sena tu r 
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Janles O . Eastland, an a rchconserv;, 
tive and segrel(ationis l. Mondale, t ~, 
Minnesota li bera l with a 100 perce!, 
A.D.A. rating, a c ivi l-rights acti"" 
and champion of school busing? Ca m 
paigning for a m a n whom he had op 
posed, during his 12 years in the Sena t! 
on ~very m ajor issue? 

The word had gone out tha t Presiden 
Carter had urged Jim Eastla nd to sec·t 
a seventh term, in an effort to thw"r 
Sena tor Edward M. Kennedy, the Mo, 
sachusetts Democrat and he ir to c 
politica l legend. Ke nnedy is in line tt 
succeed Eastla nd as chai rma n of the 
Sena te Judiciary Committee, whi ci 
controls the appointment of Feder" , 
judges. The President was said to fea , 
that the chairmanship would 
strengthen the ha nd of Senator Kenne 
dy, whom he s till regards as a rival. 

Not so, said Jody Powe ll , the Presi· 
dent's press secretary : The Presiden , 
wasntt involved. Of course, Powell 
added, the Pres ident had visited M,,· 
sissippi earlier in the year, " a nd the 
President told Senator Eastland thal 
all ove r Mississippi people had said 
how much they hoped he would run 
again." 

So there was Fritz Mondale, walking 
throug h Jackson, Miss ., with Jim Eas t· · 
land a permanent fixture at hi s side. 
The Vice President addressed the Mis· 
siss ippi Senate, then walked across the 
ha ll and addressed the Assembly. And 
everywhere the Vice Pres ident went , 
he had an arm around Jim Eastland, 
called him "My dear friend," and 
ta lked about how much ' the President 
needed him . The Vice Presiden t 
warmed to his task with a c ha racte r is· 
tica lly light touch. "Mississippi has the 
strongest single senatorial de lega tion 
of any sta te of the union," he told the 
Assembly. "It would be easy, with all 
their power, for the m to abuse that , 
power. It would be easy for them to get 
everything for their state. They don' t 
do that. They are so jus t and so fair . 
they divide everything 5{}-50: 50 percent 
for Mississ ippi and 50 perce nt for the i 
rest of the country. " • 

It was Senator Eastland, at a De mo- : 
cratic reception late r in the day, who 
injected a touch of reality. If the Vi ce 1 
Pres ide nt and he ever voted a like , he I 
said, "we'd search our own con- j 

sciences." The re was a good represen- I 
tation of blacks at that reception, in- i 
eluding Aaron Henry, co-chairm a n of 
the state party, a nd those blac ks were i 

the m a jor reason behind Eas tl and 's . 
sending for Monda le. Mississippi had 1 

changed since 1972 , when Spiro Agnew , 
had ca mpaigned for Jim Eastland. ; 

That evening, when Air Force II was 
wing ing home, ·the Vice President reo ~ 
laxed with a cigar. He recalled that at 
the Democratic convention in Atlanti c 
City in 1964, Lyndon J ohnson had de le­
gated to Hubert Humphrey the tas k of 
coping with two Mississippi de lega tions -
- one white a nd one black . Humphrey 
had turned Ihe problem over to Mon· 
dale, who had worked out a setllel1len l 

tha t provided two sea ts for the black ." 
group and established a n a nti d iscrim l ' 

nation requirement for delega tions to 
future conve ntions. "Suppose I w'" 
born ill Mississippi in 1900, a nd I was nil 



asplTlng you ng politi c ian, " Monda le 
said, e mpathizing with the old Southe rn 
Democ rat. " Whe re would I go? We're 
all products of ou r past." 

When he first ca m e to the Senate, he 
said, his views on civil rights had been 
shaped by his fathe r's t~achings in.:':ln 
all-white community . He ha d been a lit­
tle sanctimonious , he sa id, which ha d 
bee n " a n insult to people w ho had politi­
cal proble m s , political imperatives." 
He had come to Mississ ippi, he said, be­
cause nowhere was the revoJution in 
race rela tions more dra m a tic . "I can't 
tell you how I fe ll today to see all those 
people, who used to glm"e, at e a ch 
othe r, togethe r . Wh a t a day tha t was 
for me. I'm a poli tical ecumenicis t. I 
believe in healing. I believe ill lifting up 
the tent flaps_" Mondale made no men­
tion of the President's political impera ­
tives, or his own. 

o 
The First Lady customa.ily stakes 

out a noncontrovers ial cause, such as 
beautification, and gains the resulting 
pUblicity. The Second Lady, like her 
husband, is seldom seen or heard. 

The leading ladies of the Carter Ad­
ministration gave every indication, 
early on, that they would follow this 
tradition . When Joa n Mondale was 
asked at a press conference, after her 
husband 's nomination, wha t interest 
she would take up a s Second Lady, she 
hardly whispered "child care" before 
Rosalynn stepped forward , took over 
the microphone, and anrJounced how 
pleased she would be to ha ve Mrs . Mon­
dale he lp her in I.his e ndeavor . 

Since then, Jocm Mondale has , in fact, 
eclipsed Rosalynn Carte r in carving out 
a distinct role for herself, one that has 
given her the mantle of power and en­
gulfed her in controversy. Dubbed 
"Joan of Art," Joan Mondale has 

. emerged as the Administration's lead­
ing spokesman for the arts. It is a role 
for which she is well prepa red, having 
worked for four yea rs at the Minneap­
olis Institute of Art, given tours at Ihe 
National Galle ry, a nd wrinen a book, 
"Politics in Art." She is also a potter. 

It is a career that began almost the 
day he r husband first took office, in 
1960, when she realized that · she would 
have to lead her own life_ "He was al­
ways gone , he was neve r at home," she 
recalled in an airplane inte rview en 
route to Brandeis Univers ity, to dedi­
cate an art exhibit and speak at a din­
ner mee ting of Bra nde is volunteers. 

Their friends describe the Mondales' 
relationship with each other a s 
"correct." There is ve ry little display 
of affection, which some a ttribute to 
their strict upbringing as childre n of 
Midwestern minis te rs. There is little 
mutual kidding. The Vice Pres ident, 
who is usually fas t with a quip, seldom 
chides his wife. At parties, .the two sel­
dom spend time with each o the r , adher­
Ing instead to the politica l tradition of 
working different s ides of a room. 

UThey have a very priva te 'relation­
ship." said a friend of many years. 
"They don't sha re much with anybody 
other than the m selves." 

They ha ve led sepa ra le lives. She al-

campa igning :1t hi s side when he r an to 
keep the pos ts to which he ha d initi a lly 
bee n appointed - s ta te Attorney 
General and U.S. Se na tor - a nd a c­
companying him at socia l func tions. 
Basically, however, the Mondales had a 
stri c t division of la bor: She rai sed the 
fani iry whil e-lie conc~"r;'i,;,;red on his ca· 
reer. It wns she who s~ nk the fa mily's 
roots deep into Was hing ton's Cle ve la nd 
Park, whe re s he he lped organi ze a s till­
flouri shing food cooperative , although 
occasionally he wuuld return from the 
market , in the pred a wn hours , with 
cra tes filled with string beans a nd 
tomatoes. 

Mos lly, howe ver, he worked -
ni ghts , weekends a nd on frequent tri ps 
to Minnesota. "I didn ' t think it was so 
ha rd, because I didn't know anyth ing 
else," Joan Monda le said . "I didn ' t 
really resent it." 

He r hus band even took precious 
vacation time without her, pre fe rring 
ins tead to go fi s hing and hunting with 
his old Minnesotn puddies, and with 
Senator Gaylord Ne lson , the Wiscuns in 
Democrat ·whose hunla ne vis ion a nti re­
laxed manne r he sha res. Two vacation 
weeks were set a s ide each year for 
Joa n and the three c hildren, Ted, who is 
now 20, Eleanor, 18 . and Willi a m , 16. 
The re was a wee k of skiing every win­
ter, and a fishing vacation. every sum­
m er. 

Joan Mondale 's influe nce over the ex­
penditure of $123.5 milliun in annua l 
funds of the Na tiona l Endowme nt fo r 
the Arts, and he r influence on millions 
more spent for art by uther agencies , 
has caused some cons te rnation in the 
art e s tablishme nt. The re have been 
charges tha t the arts are becoming 
"politicized, " and that Mrs . Monda le. 
unlike elected or appointed officials , 
lack accountability. 

"The cancer of politica l interfere nce 
has begun to unde rmine ttie c r edibility 
of the [arts and huma nities] endow­
ments," Michael Straig ht, form e r act­
ing chairman of the National Endow­
ment for the Arts , decla red last fa ll. 
"The Carter Administration doesn't 
wa nt senior people inl e rfe ring with 
Mrs. Mondale. That 's unfortunate , be­
cause by the fact of her being the Vice 
President's wife, s he 's political. . . . " 
To some in the Administration, 
Straight's lame nt s ugges ted a recur­
ringly popula r them e: tha t politica l ap­
pointments are those affecting others, 
while one's own appointment and ac­
tions invariably re fl ect merit. 

Some critics ha ve suggesled that 
Mrs . Mondale's high visibilily in the art 
world is something of a cynical political 
mane uver to capture some easy pub­
licity on a turf that nobody else hig h in 
government seemed to covet. They 
have suggested tha t her inte rest in the 
arts exi sts m a inly to advance he r hus · 
band's political ca reer, an effort to 
broaden his base of support by creating 
a link to wealthy art patrons. 
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Less driven than the Carters. the Mondales 
seem more comfortable 'with people. They live 
with humor and without,pretense. 
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ways was there when he needed her, l\'lollc1u/e gel. ... Cl P"l'.'iicif..:utiul hug (I{l (' r t ht' ! f/(j/.j:.! tnillimt. 
.---------------------------------~~~~~~~~~~~~~-------------

"That's pUlling me down as a 
woma n," Mrs . Mondal e said, a llowing 
a suggestion of a nger to cross her thin, 
angular face, ill umina ted by live ly 
brown eyes. " Tha , 's cra zy . It has ntlt h­
ing tu do with (Continued on Pa~e 54) 
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munity opera groups; not just to the 
Nevelsons and Oldenburgs , but to 
local craftsmen. 

him." She ullributes the feu r of poli!i- I 
Ciz3tion to her presence as an un­
known qu antity as well as to her con­
viction tha t Federal funds should go 

n OI only to established artis ts and in­
stitutions, but also to those s truggling 
to be seen and hea rd - not just to the 
Metropolitan Opera, but also to com-

"Whenever there's a change in any 
ins titution , everybody is ne rvous a nd 
worri ed about it," Mrs . Mondale said. 
"They st a rted sort of imagining 
things . The charge was made tha t the 
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Yugoslavia is a unique l ultra-modern resorts, 

place. Its history is one ~i casinos, concerts and film 
of coloration by many , festivals. 
cultures. Celts, Greeks, .• But when it comes to 

Romans, Slavs, Ottomans ",,',.n ;,""' .... * _ .. , .. ,~ ...... "" ... , . . ~, .. -.. . " . ' .,,-1 goerttiny'oguredxcoellPatir',o~ualgovsalla~~~ and others left their mark. ---,-"", f( 11 y ~ 
Because of this, Yugoslavia is a fascinating is much the way Europe used to be. 

tapestry of cultural influences in art, architecture, So if you're looking for a friendly, unspoiled, 
costumes and customs. culture-filled place to vacation, your moment has 

It's also emerging as the newest discovery in arrived. The time is now. The place is Yugoslavia. 
vacationing. By Americans, that is. Because ,.--------------------------------------, 
Europeans have been enjoying this enchanting : Tell me more about The Place, 
country for some time. : Name ____ ----------__ 

There are entire medieval cities still intact, : Address ______________ _ 

alpine mountains for skiing and hlking, sunny : Gty/State/Zip 
Adriatic beaches and choices in food you'd never: '------------
imagine. Meeting friendly people wherever you : My travel agent i5 __________ _ 

roam is also part of the charm. : Yugoslav National Tourist Office 
Every cenhuy has brought something to I Rockefeller C<" I1 'cr. 6.10 hit" Avenue 

Yugoslavia, and this century is no exception, with L ________ N~~'2·~~~.:.y.:.I!'3~'!:!J~:! ~:::·~~~ ______ ~~ .. 

endowment was going to become too 
populist, and fund things of poor qual­
ity. That isn't so ... . The arts are 
like a great pyramid, and the broader 
the base, the higher the peak. Every 
ga rage in this country has a basket-

_ ball hoop, a nd all the kids are shooting 
baskets. Do they lower the level of 
basketball?" 

o 
"In the Senate, you have friends ; in 

t.he executive, you inte rface," Fritz 
Mondale said through a blue haze of 
cigar smoke, relaxing in his White 
House office, 31 steps from the Oval 
Office. "There's a wonderful thing 
about the legislative branch that is 
missed too much in the executive 
branch: If someone is pompous or 
posturing, your colleagues can ha rdly 
wait to deflate you. There's no way , if 
you've got friends, that you can avoid 
getting blasted if you're making a fool 
of yourself. I think there's a lot of 
strength in that. In the executive 
branch, they tend to be very serious, 
very dignified, very programmed, 19 
points on every argument. It almost 
gets to be too much." 

Without question, this 50-year-old 
Vice President of stolid Norwegian 
background interfaces more with ·a 
President than any of his predeces­
sors. He attends wha tever White 
House meetings he chooses, and no 
documents are kept from him. Unlike 
previous Vice PreSidents, who were 
openly scorned by White House aides, 
his advice and support. are openly 
solicited. 

The Vice President, his aides and 
the White House are reluctant to dis­
cuss his precise role in formul a ting 
policy. They say that they fear that 
such disclosure may undermine the 
confidential relationship he enjoys 
with the man he calls "Iron Ass 
Jimmy" - a reference to the Presi­
dent's fondness for long meetings. 
Mondale says that , to his surprise, the 
President and he agree on most 
issues. The evidence suggests that if 
the Vice President does disagree, it is 
satta voce. HHe- neve r takes a n up­
front position unless he knows that the 
President agrees with it," said a 
White House aide who has frequently -
attended meetings with him. 

But that Mondale can really speak 
out at all reveals a relationship that 
John Kennedy could never have 
risked with Lyndon Johnson, who, 
given the least encouragement, would 
have taken over the Oval Office. Nor 
could Johnson have run tha t risk with 
Hubert Humphrey, for the same rea­
son , It is a relationship that Carter 
himself probably could not have sus­
tained with Ed Muskie, Scoop Jackson 
or most of the othe r Vice-Presidential 
aspirants, who had much stronger 
personalities than Monda le. Jose ph A. 
Ca lifa no, the Vice President 's old 
frie~d whom he pushed for Secreta ry 
of Health, Educa tion and We lfare. 
served in the Pentagon when Kennedy 
was President. "I watched Kenn<e<ly 
trim back all kinds of perks of J ohn­
son's," Califa no reca ll ed. "He I",d (0 

personally request , in writing , til l' use 
of a plane. Il was a not he r world ." 

Fritz Mondale is fond of te lling a lld i· 
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At Garfinckel's, 
Washington, D.C. 

Humphrey wrest control of the 
Democralic-Farmer-Labor 
Party from extreme le ft wing­
e rs. in 194~7, while a s tudent 
a t Macalester College. in SI. 
Paul. His father, a Methodist 
minister. was a D. -F.-L. en­
thusiast who a lso believed 
s trong ly in the New Deal. 

Mondale helped Humphrey 
campaign for re-election as 
Mayor of Minneapolis in 1947, 
and , the following year, man­
aged Humphrey's Senate cam­
paign in the Second District, 
which he won by 8,500 votes . 
As a young lawyer, Mondale 
then attached himself to Or­
ville Freeman. and managed 
his 1958 campaign for the gov­
ernorship. When the state At­
torney General died two years 
la te r, Governor Freeman 
named Mondale, then 32, in an 
interim a ppointment. He had 
the good fortune to inherit a 
nearly completed investiga­
tion of the Sis ter Kenny Foun­
dation, and rode it.to victory at 
the polls several months la ter. 
As Attorney General, he 
turned down a reques t by the 
Attorney General of Florida to 
support that state's con tent ion 
tha t an accused person was 
not entitled to the right to 
counsel, and enlisted 23 other 
Attorneys General to file an 
amicus curiae brief on behalf 
of Clarence Earl Gideon. 

Four years later, however. 
at Senator Humphrey's be­
hest. Attorney General Mon­
dale took an active role in 
what tumed out to be a contro­
versial potitical campaign. 
Elmer Andersen, the Republi­
can Governor running for re­
e lection , was a heavy favorite 
to defeat Karl Rolvaag, the D.­
F.-L. candidate. In HIe closing 
weeks of the campaign, Sena­
tor Humphrey charged that 
Governor Andersen, in his 
ques t for accomplishments. 
had speeded construction of 
Highway 35, and authorized 
the pouring of concrete in cold 
weather. leading to defective 
construction. 

Humphrey brought in 
Federal road inspectors who, 
amid great publicity. took 
numerous road samplings up 
and down the highway. On 
election eve, Senator Hum­
phrey, Rolvaag and Attorney 
General Mondale held a joint 
telecas t to deplore the political 
opportunism that could lead to 
a defective highway. The tac­
tic worked. Rolvaag won an 
upset victory by 91 votes out of 
1.2 million cast. A few months 
later, the Federal road inspec­
tors completed their ana lysis 
of the road samplings : no de­
fects in Highway 35. 

"I want to congratulate you 
for your prehistoric re­
search," Mondale said. testily , 
when asked about the scandal. 
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ences how he got the nomina­
tion, jocularly recalling that 
six senators had journeyed to 
Plains, Ga., to be inte rviewed 
by the President. "The firs t 
one to go down was Ed 
Muskie," Monda le says . " He 
sidled up to Rosa lynn Ca rter 
and said, 'I jus t love green­
eyed peas.' John Glenn told 
Jimmy Carter, 'You know, 
I've never seen a peanut tree 
in my life.' Frank Church said, 
'I've never been in Georgia , 
but I had a relative in the 
Army down there once -
General Sherman.' When 1 ar­
rived in Plains, Jimmy Carter 
told me, 'You just keep your 
mouth shut, and the job is 
yours.' " Fritz Monda le's 
mouth hasn't exactly been 
wide-open since. 

"Compatibility," a word 
that Jimmy Carter stressed 
during the selection process , 
was given top priority. "There 
was a feeling on our pari that 
Mondale would be the easiest 
to work with," said a top White 
House aide. More lhan any of 
the others, Monda le had pre­
pared himself for the inte r­
view, having read Ca rt e r's au­
tobiography on the fli g ht 

down, at the suggestion of 
journali s t Elizabeth Drew. 
But he had other attributes : 
in\e lligence , candor. gentle 
hu\nor. humaneness. He was 
also a Northe rn libera l. famil · 
ia r with Congress, had s trong 
ties to organized labor and or­
ganized J ewry. and was one of 
the most popular men in the 
Sena te. A m an without pre­
tense , he wa s never a threat to 
his colleagues. some of whom 
specul a ted tha t it was difficu lt 
to be both a m an of thought 
and a man of action. and Fritz 
Mondale was clearly the for­
m er . 

His $77.000 net worth was 
probably the lowest in lhe Sen­
a te . "I saw where Joe Califano 
gave up $500.000 a yea r to be­
come Sec retary of H.E .W .... 
he told a Washington audi­
ence. "Mike Blumenthal gave 
up $400 ,000 a year to become 
Secretary of the Treas ... ry. Cy 
Vance gave up $250.000 a year 
to become Secretary of Sta le. 
As fa r as I ca n te ll . I' m the 
on ly one who tuok the job be­
ca use 1 needed the money." 

Mondale has a lways had 
older political counselors. 
Humphrey. of course, be ing 
the most influenti a l. He he lped 
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His main concern . he said . was 
Governor Andersen 's dis­
missal of the bureaucra t who 
initially made the charge, But 
Mondale's ap!>"arance in the 
campaign and on the 'te lecast, 
as Attorney General, lent cre­
dence to the false charges. In­
terestingly, Eugene McCar­
thy, the state's other Demo­
cra tic Sen a tor, took no part in 
the matter. 

At Se na tor Humphrey's be­
hest, Governor Rolvaag r e­
turned the favor in 1964, a nd 
appointed Monda le to the Sen­
a te seat vaca ted by Hum­
phrey, who had been e lected 
Vice Preside nt. In 12 years in 
the Senate. Monda le a massed 
a libera l, huma ne voting 
record that large ly mirrored 
or a t least did not oppose the 
positions of Se na tor Hum­
phrey. When Humphrey was a 
haw k on Vietna m, Monda le 
was silent. When Humphrey 
became a dove, so did Mon­
da le. 

o 
It was, by mos t accounts, a 

modest Senate career. No 
m ajor legis la tion bore his 
na me. His m a jor legis lative 
program, the Comprehensive 
Child Developme nt Act, was 
vetoed by Preside nt Nixon and 
never became law. He joined 
with other libe ra l Senators in 
advoca ting school bus ing and 
fund s for education, a nd led 
the fight to curb the filibus ter, 
which he has called the mos t 
important thing he did in the 
Senate. 

"I don 't think Monda le liked 
to carry the fl ag and run down 

. the middle of the road wi th it, " 
recalled a Democra ti c Sena tor 
who is one of Mondale's close 
friends . "I don ' t re m e mber 
him deeply a nd emotionally in­
volved on any issue." Senator 
Mondale's penchant for politi­
cal caution was so we ll known 
in Minnesota. Alben Eisele 
wrote. in 1974, tha t when the 
Senator's appendix was re­
moved some Democra ts said 
"they hoped the surgeon in­
se rted som e gu ts be fore sew­
ing hirn up." It says something 
about the Vice President that 

he appointed Eisele -hi s press 
sec re ta ry. " I wa nt ed to ta ke 
hirn out of journa lism ," Mon· 
da le quipped . 

A less-than-outs ta nding Sen­
a te record is by no means 
unique among the liberals : 
Several have served 12 or e ven 
24 years with littl e to show for 
it beyond a hi gh A.D.A. rating. 
Others, such as Edward 
Kennedy, J acob Javits of New 
York a nd Humphrey himself 
had made the ir presence fe lt 
almost from the day they took 
office . In general. however, 
the Senate libe rals di splay lit­
tle of the vigor, stamina or r e­
sourcefulness of their conser­
vative colleagues. To the dis­
appoi ntment of m a ny Senate 
liberals, who ha d cheered 
Mondale's appointment to the 
pres t igious Finance Commit­
tee, the Minnesota D emocrat 
became a supp.lrter, rathe r 
tha n a foe, of cha irma n Rus­
sell Long of Louisiana. 

"I think tha t when a person 
goes into public life , he should 
try to be effective." Monda le 
sa id in an interview. " He 
should try to fi gure out how to 
make progress, bring people 
a long, unify, calm people, try 
to keep a r a tional di a logue. I 
think you have to ration the 
number of disputes tha t you 
can get involved in . I don 't like 
to shout, and I don't like to 
lose ," he said with sO,me can­
dor. 

As fo r Russell Long : "I was 
able , on that whole day-care 
thing, to win on children's 
issues, materna l 'a nd child­
hea lth issues. I know that 
some of the tax reformers 
thought I should have 
screamed more. Look, when 
I'm si tting in the committee 
with only two votes, I know it 's 
not going a nywhere. I'll wait 
for tomorrow. " 

o 
J ay Solomon, the new ad­

ministrator of the General 
Services Adminis trati on, re· 
ca ll ed his first encounte r with 
J oa n Mondal e . ill his wood-pa­
ne led offi ce tha t is decorated 
with pe rhaps 15 contemporary 
works of art . "She sa t in th is 
roor.'l a nd named e very piece 
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of sculpture he re, the artists, 
and the ir hiStory," said Solo· 
mon , a Tennessee bus iness­
man whose wi·fe is a leading 
photographer. "We talked for 
an hour about art, d esign, en­
vironnlenl. ., 

Mrs . Mondale's visit was to 
persuade Mr. Solomon to in· 
crease, from ~'s pe rce nt to J 
pe rcenl , the amollnt of con~ 

s lruction costs earmarked for 
art in new or renovated 
Fede ral buildings, over which 
his agency has jurisdiction. 
" In the atmosphere of the Car­
ter Administration , I didn't 
thin k we could do it," he said. 

A compromise WClS never­
theless struck - an increase to 
'h percent of the construction 
costs . For 1978, this will 
amount to 42 newly commis· 
sioned works of art, at a cos t of 
$2.5 mill ion. "If a building 
cos ts $10 million , we now ear­
mark $50,000 for art," Solomon 
explai ned . "We take no easel 
art, no art that's been lying 
around. The whole progra m is 
to commission the art of the 
lime, of the nloment, to ex­
press the culture of society." 

Mrs. Mondale also per· 
suaded Solomon to use more 
loca l artists, rather than only 
the superstars, and this has 
been one of the sources of the 
criticism that he r approach is 
"populis!." "In our 'new bllild· 
ing in Oklahoma City, we se· 
lected 30 p ieces of art by loca l 
artists," Solomon said. "Over 
half the artists were women 
and ' members of , minority 
groups ." There were crafLs, 
weavings , cloths, metalwork, 
woodwork and a huge collage 
of photographs of the city's 
residents. 

'C-ecil Andrus, Secretary of 
the Interior, said tha t Joan 
Mondale had persuaded him to 
encourage the sale of local 
crafts in the National Park 
System. "Early in 1977, very 
shortly after inauguration, 
Mrs. Mondale contacted me 
with reference to local a rts 
and crafts being m ade avail­
able throughout the national 
park system, at souvenir 
stands and so .forth," recalls 
Andrus, the former Governor 
of Idaho. "Her comme nts 
made sense. 1 then set up a 
meeting with Mrs . Mondale 
and the Park Service. 

"She convinced us that this 
would be a good outlet for the 
arts and crafts a nd pointed out 
tha t for he r to be able to s timu· 
late the sale and recognition of 
locally made arts and crafts 
"they had to have an outlet ," 
Andrus continued. "We were 
the obvious vehicle. " An ex· 
p erimental program, begun in 
nine nationa l parks , will be ex· 
p anded next summer. " It's 
difficult to shake (he bureauc· 
racy from the e ld, s ta ndard 

" 

! 
! 

-'--,..---

sleek, chic & silky 
We're the sheerest of ultra-sheer panty­

hose. Think what that does for your 
self-image . .. sleek, chic, and silky. 
We're like a nude gossamer second 

f f 

ski n under the most cl i ngi ng 
dress wear. Enjoy our comfort­
able cotton gussets. Our 
sandalfeet walk in a wide 
range of colors and perfect 
sizes. If you walk in our foot­

steps, you too can have 

\ 

\ 
"' \. . 
~. 

,; 

.: 

.---

~_~ ... ··· · ~ 4· . ,p 

those good-looking 
BerkSHEER legs 

(and more)! 
Insist on 
Berkshire. 

At fine 
stores. 

. \. . I i 
" \ J.' 

, /) .... 

Many new industries are moving to 
Tennessee, yet two thirds of our industrial growth 
comes through expansion of existing industries. The 
Enterprise Development Division works strictly with 
these existing businesses, assisting them with ' , 
programs to help them grow and profit. The ··~r·~:!.;.;"";' " . 
way we look at it, getting you to move • -- ~ ... ~1; 
to Tennessee is only one third .£ {:..~ • ~ ... "\l'~ 
of the job. The other two thirds j .. " ; ""'",' IZ~ 
is helping you grow after you 've if - ? 

p lanted yourself. . , ., •.. , ";· 1·, 
~ ~.r(' £ ~ fr '" ! ... I O~ <f~O tn\~ ' .!j r' ~'f' " j .-...~~ '. 

~l.!.ruU.1.~~1 ~~~n .~ ,~ I f;: :; . "", 
P lant yourscU in fertile groili 'J 

For more intormation· Call (toll·tree) 1·800·251·8594 or write fred Hams, 103 1 Andrew Jackson 8Idg .• NashVille. TN 37219 
The New York Times Magazine / Fcbr\lAry 26.1978 59 

... 



! 

I 

I 

~ A sense of well-being? A feeling of secu-­
Vi rity? Direction in life ? Here are books 
with answers you thought you'd never find. 

. . ~ . 

, '"I r
'~ .... -.:~ -::=?j' 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A YOGI , .... __ • __ .... J 

. p:...:...--.• . 
i f",... " 1 
i ~.':,;- . 
l · '. ·i/-"····, :-
\.1 .. ~.-.. "; Ii 

A rare book which combines a deep expo­
sition of Yoga, Eastern phi losophy, and 
spiritual living with an unforgettable life 
story. By Paramahansa Yogananda. 
Cloth: $6.95 Paper : $1.95 

MAN'S ETERNAL QUEST 
Meditation, life after death, reincarnation, 
dynamic will , healing, spi ritual living, and 
many other fascinating topics by a master 
01 meditation. By Paramahansa Yoga ­
nanda. Cloth : $7.95 

ONLY LOVE 

r -';,;;Yi;J 

I 

Theart of Yoga by Paramahansa Yoganan­
da's spiritual successor. Shows how to 
use the key that makes Yoga really work. 
By Sri Daya Mata. 
Cloth: $6.50 

SCIENTIFIC HEALING AFFIRMATIONS 
Dynamic methods for achieving new 
dimensions of health and well-being. In­
cludes 62 affirmations with theory and 
techniques for practice, in a handsome 
new papef"back cover. By Paramahansa 
Yogananda. Paper : $.95 

SPIRITUAL DIARY 

'-- ',.= 

Daily inspirations that create a positive 
and productive attitude. By Paramahansa 
Yogananda. Paper : $2.50 

At Bookstores 
Everywhere 

Send for Catalog and Free Booklet 

:f'elll1owship 3880 San Rafael Avc. Depl. 8NY-C 
Los Angeles. California 90065 

Pleasesenda free copy of your booklet "Undreamed-of Possibilities:' 

NAME------------.(~PI~c.=s7eDp'=;n~t'I----------------
ADDRESS. ____________________________________ _ 

CITY __________ STATEto ____ -'-ZI p _____ __ 

60 

way of cloi ng things. without 
somebody pok ing the st ick ." 
he sa id . "She did, and we 
reacted . " 

o 
Livingston Biddle's appoint­

ment as cha irman of the Na ­
tiona l Endowment for (he Arts 
was crilicized cven before. he 
took office. "He was m y ca ndi­
da te ," Mrs . Monda le acknowl­
edged. 

"Her support of my can­
didacy wa s extre me ly impor­
tant, " sa id Biddle, who a lso 
was supported by Senator 
Cla iborne Pell , the Rhode Is­
land Democrat for whom he 
once worked a nd whose com­
mittee oversees the art s en­
dowm ent. 

"If the appointment of the 
staff director of the Pell com­
mittee isn ' t 'politica l,' what 
is?" Michael Stra ig ht. the for­
mer Na tional Foundation 
cha irma n , as ked . 

Mrs . Mondale was not fazed . 
"Politics in the arts?" she 
asked. "That's huma n naWre. 
Politics ex ists when huma n 
beings get togethe r in a n or­
ganized way." White House 
aides add tha t expe nditures of 
Fede ral funds in a democracy 
must necessarily re fi ec i politi­
cal forces. These a re the facts 
of life, they a rguc. They a lso 
say that this is the way th ings 
should be : Those whose fun ds 
are used ha ve a right to have 
some say in how they are 
spent. 

Biddle sa id that he agreed 
with Mrs. Mondale tha t 
Federal funds should be 
evenly di vided between estab­
lished ins titutions and those 
struggling for growth. He 
called Mrs. Monda le "a good­
will a mbassador a nd a kind of 
collector of information a nd 
impressions, and a source of 
informa tion about the values 
of the arts in differe nt parts of 
the country. She is the light­
ning rod for a llracting a Hen­
tion to difficulties concerning 
artists." 

Wha t sort of difficulties? 
"The other d ay she told me she 
had visited Ne w York City and 
found da nce rs ha d been sent to 
dance on m a rble floors , as 
part of an outrea ch prog ram." 
Biddle recalled . "That's haz­
ardous to a dancer's welfa re. 
The Compre he ns ive Employ­
ment and Training Act 
[CETA] employed artists and 
sent them into diffe rent areas. 
Whe re a rtists aren ' t in charge 
of a prog ra m , the re can be 
mis takes." 

"At Mrs . Mondale's le vel, 
she can cross lines more easily 
than de par<ment hcads ," he 
added. Mrs. Mondal e sa id (ha t 
he r goa ls included a liberaliza­
tion of ( <IX laws to cncour<lge 
a rtis ts and craftsmen to do­
na te the ir works to Inuscums ; 
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the expanded use of CETA 
funds to hire arti sts and 
craftsmen. and the bro" deni ng 
or unemployment henefits to 
those .in the arts. She also has 
pleaded with budget direc tor 
James Mc[ntyre for more 
runds for the arts. 

"[ don ' t want Washington to 
becom e a cultural dic ta tor. 
like the Soviet Union: · she 
sa id. "But the Federal Gov­
ernment can do more in sup­
porting the arts ." 

o 
M ondale chaired a White 

House meeting or the Presi­
dent 's economic advisers last 
summer until the group sent 
for the Pres;dent to tell him 
that they disagreed with his 
anti-inflation policy. The 
pol icy had to be toughened and 
r eshaped. they agreed. When 
the President was summoned. 
however. the Vice President 
handed the gavel to Treasury 
Secr etary Michael Blumen­
thal. and ducked out of Ihe 
rODrll . 

Fritz Mondale's reluctance 
to confront a difficult situa­
tion. or be the bearer of bad 
tid ings. was manifesl even be­
fore the Administration took 
office. Campaigning in Phila­
delphia on Nov. I . 1976. the day 
before election day. M onda le 
told a rally: " One of the first 
things we would do after the 
election would be to hold an 
emergency meeting with the 
Mayor and the Governor to 
m ake sure that the Frankford 
plant stays open." But on Nov . 
24. the Army announced that it 
would close that fac ility . an 
arsenal. and the new Adminis­
tration upheld the decision . 

" [ was clearly more categor­
ica l than I should have been," 
the Vice President acknowl­
edged . "I know that it was per­
ceived as a broken 
promise. . . . I still hope to 
deliver in good faith on the 
equivalent of tha t promise. " 

By all accounts. M ondale is 
far less ca tegorica l in his deal­
ings in the While House, and 
especially with the President. 
He has spoken up. however. 
gently but with a well-(ea­
soned position. before the 
President has made a deci­
sion, in issues not involving 
confrontation . 

"In general. he 's on the pro­
gressive side of most. if not all. 
issues," Stuart E izens tat, the 
President's issues adviser, 
said. "He has a te rrific sense 
of both Congress and Congres­
sional reaction _ His views a re 
shaped not only by ideology. 
but what he thinks is practica l 
and achievable." Hamilton 
Jordan agreed : " He's a very 
pragma tic guy. He has the 
political image of a doctri­
nai re liberal. but that's not the 
way I 'd describe him . Ther e 's 
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nu one ins ide or outside the Ad­
ministration who has nlure im­
pac t on Jimmy Ca rter than 
Fritz Mondale." 

The Vice President and Jor­
dan , in fact, seem to have 
formed a n informal a llia nce. 
"A lot of limes when I see 
things that are wrong, I go to 
him ," Jordan said. They 
joined forces in hclping shape 
Adminis tration policy on the 
Bakke case, involving a white 
e ngineer denied admiss ion to 
the Unive rsity of Ca lifornia 
med ical school who conte nds 
that the school practiced 
"reverse discrimina tion" by 
admilling minority a pplicants 
less qualified. The Adminis­
trali on had trouble formul a t­
ing a position. "Mondale m ade 
the argument tha t we were 
going to be held politically re­
sponsible for the impact of the 
Bakke case," a White House 
aide sa id. " We the re fore had a 
right to ha ve the Justice De­
partme nt brie f refl ect our 
ca mpaign commitments and 
polilical philosophy." The 
Vice President was joined by 
Robert Lipshutz, the Pres i­
dent 's counsel, a nd Stuart 
Eizenstal. The result was a 
friend -of-the-court brie f tha t 
urged giving nlinorities some 
special cons ide ration, but COn­
demned the use of rigid nu­
m e rica l quotas . 

The Vice President a lso 
urged Adminis tration s upport 
for la bor-la w re forms and an 
increased minimum wage, 
a nd he lped rewrite and tighte n 
regulations involving the 
F.B.1. and C.I.A., which he 
considers the outs tanding 
achievement of his firs t .yea r 
in office. " The longe r I 'm in 
public life, the more I think 
procedures a re funda menta l, " 
he said. "If the procedure is 
fair and open, we'll work our 
way out of the proble m. Cor­
rupt the process, a nd even if it 
lets you win for a while, it's a 
Pyrrhic victory. That difficult 
proble m of having a tough, 
s trong F .B.'). a nd C. I.A .­
which we must-yet one tha t 
can't s te p over the line, is one I 
feel .very deeply about. The 
President has le t m c ta ke a 
strong role on it. I think we 're 
coming up with good rul es." 

They include a requirement 
of warrants for a ll wire taps, 
searches and mail openings; a 
ban on domestic spy ing 
agains t America ns by the 
C. I.A. ; a ban on inves tiga ti ons 
of politica l orga niza tions by 
the F.B.I; a ban on covert har­
assmen t of individua ls a nd or­
ganiza tions under suspicion by 
the F .B. I. , and legal restric­
tions on wiretapping a nd othl' f 
forms of su rveillance by the 
National Scc ur il y Agency. 

Monda le was less s uccess­
ful, huwever , wilh his spon.sof­
"hip of a proposed $50 tax re-
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bate, which was jettisoned by 
Congress, and public financing 
of Congressional elections, 
which has been she lved . He 
spent much t ime , late in the 
year, as chainnan of a n execu­
tive committee to determine 
the Administration's priorities 
in 1978. 

On the e nergy bill, his most 
nmable maneuver was break-. 
ing a filibuste r by two Sena­
tors who had supported the Ad­
minis tration's position of Gov­
ernment regulation of natural 
gas, a position Ihe Administra­
tion was willing to a ba ndon to 
block the filibus ter and move 
the legislat ion forward. De­
spite his reverence for proce­
dure, he wenl a long with the 
request of Senator Robert C. 
Efyrd of West Virginia, the ma­
jority leader , and refused to 
recognize Senators conducting 
the filibuster. The rulings e n­
gendered much billemess. 
"This is a very sophis ti cated 
form of steamroller," charged 
Senator Gary Hart, the Colo­
rado Democra t. The Vice 
President made some dedi­
cated enemies, on energy, 
among Senators who had hith­
erto supported the Adminis- . 
(ra tion . 

"It was unrortwlate." Mon­
dale said, on reflection. "The 
rulings were consis tent with 
my earlier Senate record, but 
if I had it to do over again, I 
probably would have recog­
nized some of the appeals." 

o 
The Vice President was 

chosen, in part, because of his 
good re lations with the Jewish 
'community, but these have be­
come strained since he took of­
fice . Moshe Dayan, the Israeli 
Foreign Minis ter, confided to 
aides that he was di s3ppointed 
that the Vice Pres ident had 
taken a tough line at a meeting 
last November Iha t also in­
cluded the President a nd Na-

tiona l Security Adviser Zbig­
niew Brzezinski. 

n I spoke lip because I was 
afraid that the point being 
made was not being unde r­
stood by Dayan," Monda le 
said . " I think it's crucial tha t 
the re not be a misunderstand­
ing on the Palestinian iss ue. It 
was on th e ne<.'(i to face up 10 

the Pa les tinia n question. All 
my public career, I've been 
pro-I s ra e l. I would never do 
anything, ever, to hurt that 
country. I don't think I've done 
a nything inconsistent with 
tha t. I was trying to clarify a 
point tha t I wasn't sure had 
bee n clea rly put." 

It is in foreign affa irs that 
the Vice President has most 
cons istently done Carter's bid­
ding. One of Ihe m a jor a reas 
has bee n the Middle East. 
" He's a person in the Admini s­
tration who has a longstanding 
rela tionship with the Jewish 
community," said Jody Pow­
e ll. "We re ly on him to t ry to 
explain what we're trying to 
do. It has more credibi lity 
than my saying it or Hamilton 
saying it." 

The Vice President's speech 
in San Francisco last June, 
which had been widely touted 
as an important effort to allay 
anxieties abou t th e Adminis­
tration's pos ition on Is rael, in­
s tead heig htened them. Mon­
dale used phrases such as a 
ca ll for "n fa ir solution to Ihe 
problem of the Pa lesti nians," 
and reference to a Pales tinian 
"homeland or entity," that 
upset many leaders of the 
American Jewish commmuni­
ty. "The speech," said a 
leader of the Israeli lobby, 
II was written in the National 
Security Counci l, not the Vice 
Pres idenl's office." 

Mondal" acknowledged that 
he was relaying a message 
from the White House. But he 
said , " I like to think , had 
something to do with it. To get 
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peace, you need to be tough in 
private. Friends ha ve to be 
candid." 

The Vice President denied a 
report by Marvin Kalb, dipl!>­
matic correspondent for CBS, 
tha t Monda le had disagreed 
with Brzezinski with rega rd to 
the American response to the 
Cairo conference. Indeed, dis­
putes are not Monda le's s tyle. 

"There was no di ' pute ," he 
said . "There was no disag ree­
m en t on the central point , as to 
wh~t should be our approach 
to the Cairo conference; that 
we should support it, try to fa­
cilitate it , a nd make it work. 
But wha t had bothered me was 
tha t there had been an orig ina l 
kind o f ·correcl' statement out 
of the State Department, fol-
10wing the annoullcement of 
the Cairo visi t , th at looked 
cold - so cold it lool,ed disat>­
proving. Actua ily, it was a 
typical State Department we­
need-some-time s ta tement. I 
don't know where it canle 
from. Nobody knows where it 
came from . Things jus t hat>­
pen in government." 

The State Department , for 
its part, acknowledges that the 
Vice President has had his dip­
loma tic successes. These have 
occurred befure the President 
has made a deCision, and in 
line with Carter's general 
tene ts. "He's been a key polit i­
cal g uy," said a State Depart­
ment official who has ob­
served Mondale at close 
range. "When it 's a t that point 
when you're trying to decide 
wha t SALT approach to take, 
when it's down to the wire, 
Mondale is the guy who makes 
the decision . He determines 
the politica l support ability." 
Before Soviet Foreign Minis­
ter Andrei Gromyko's visit 
las t Septem ber, the Vice 
President played jus t th"t 
kind of role. He advocated a 
tough position until the Soviets 
re lented, a nd, when they gave 
ground, he urged reci procity. 
" I've always been s trong ly for 
reduction in the number and 
restra ints on qualita tive im­
provements and tes ting, " he 
sa id . "I've never been for a n 
agreement a t the price of pub­
lic access ibility. My criticism 
of the Vladivostok accords was 
that the agreement was more 
appare nt than rea l. 

"I supported the Pres ident 's 
firs t o ffer, which ca lled for a 
sublimit on the mass ive ballis­
ti c Inissiles," the Vice Presi­
dent con tinued . "What he 
came up with as an a lle rnative 
was a cei ling on la nd ... bascd in­
tercont inent a l missiles th" t I 
be lieve will have the same e f­
fect. What he came up with is a 
more m eaning ful and signifi­
ciant reslraint. '· 

o 
Joa n Monda le was a t the 
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Brandeis University art mu­
seum, d edicating a " Ii v ing" 
exhibit o f work' tha t would en­
dure only for the lleng th of the 
show. T elevis ion c rews fo l­
lowed her as she examined 
sand scul ptures, w eavings and 
other works temporaril y as­
sembled . " \ like the way you 
m essed up the ,and." she told 
anaJ"tist. 

nig ht at the Hilton Inn at 
Logan Airport , and r eturned to 
Wa shing ton on a 7 o 'clock 
flj g ht (he fo llowing 1110rning . 
to allend her pOllery course. 

union movem ent , a third spon­
sor ed by the clIoperative 
movem ent . SutTIcune w ho 
k new hirn then lhought thu l he 
was a Fabian soci C:l l is t, which 
is not tha t fa r removed fronl 
the tenets of the old D .- F .-L. 
Party. Monda le sa id th a t he 
never w as a soc ia li s t. bu t ir he 
had any soc ia li st incl ina ti ons 
they wer e for ever abandoned 
th at SUlnmer when he ob­
servetl British suc ia li sm in ac­
tion . 
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"The human presence has 
m ade itself fc lt ." she said to 
assembled newsmen. 

Tha t evening she spoke at a 
formal dinner of B r andeis 
volunteers . She sa id before­
hand that she was not in the 
least nervous. but t he task 
seem ed difficu lt · fu r her. Her 
voi ce was soft . ha lt ing. T he 
speech was a tribu te to vulull­
tceri sm. "Volunteeri sm kept 
m e a live in th e a rt world, w hen 
I had sm all child ren and could­
n't take a full -time j ob. " she 
said . How did she happen to 
corne to Brandeis? She was in­
vited by Robert S. Benjamin . a 
l awy er and a major Demo­
cratic fund-rai se r who a lso 
serves on the Brandeis board . 
He is a bridge c.onnecting Ihe 
worlds of art. phi lanthropy. 
busi ness and politics. 

Joan Mondale stayed ove r-

-~-- "1 

o 
It was a nosta lg ic dinner a t 

10 Downing Street. The Vice 
Pres ident and Prime Minister 
James Ca llaghan. attended by 
a r etinue of aides, reminisced 
about their idea li st ic politi ca l 
origins . When they were 
y ounger . they reca lled. they 
were 10 th e le ft o f the i r parti es. 
When he was 20 yea rs o ld , in 
1948. Fri tz Monda le worked 10 
unseat a Vice Presid e nt who 
had made it to the lOp. As a 
coll ege stud ent. he had inv ited 
H enry Wa llace to speak 10 the 
student body. and supported 
Suprem e Court Justi ce Wi l ­
li a m O. Doug las fo r President. 
"We wer e going 10 get rid of 
Harry Truman." he said . "We 
don't ta lk abollt tha t any 
more." 

The Vice Pres ident to ld the 
Prime Minister that he had 
spent the summer o f 1949 in 
E ng land, touring the slimmer 
schuols. lJe had gone to one 
sponsOl'ed by the L abor Party. 
anolher sponsored by the 

" I JUSt trave led around. nnd 
went to those schools." he re­
ca lled . "I learned a lot of the 
worker s' songs·. The Prime 
Minister luves to sing. So we 
started sing ing." T he t wo poli­
ti c ians spent much or the 
evening in orf-key r enditions of 
songs depi ctillg the plight or 
the working man. They sang: 
""'s the sa m e th e wide world 
over. / Ain't it a ll a bloomin' 
shame. / lI's the r ich what gets 
the pleasure. / A nd the poor 
what gets the blame. " 

o 
Their new life has walled 

them orr f r om their old 
friends . • 0. miss the casua l en­
counter s with m y . neighbor s 
and fri ends." Mrs. M onda le 
sa id. " Now i f I want to see 
them I have to ca ll them up 
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and say, 'May I come at 120'- . we were put on this earth. 
clock and have a sandwich That's what I've been taught A 
with you? May I corne for tea don 't think it denigrates mf. 
at 3?" You find your life giving it to 

"I don't have any time for others." 
myself anymure," Mrs. Mon­
dale said. "Su it's more for­
mal. But we've Qeen gelling 
together once every two w<'eks 
for lunch, all my pals frum 
Cleveland Park. We like each 
other's company. One day we 
went down to the N a tional Gal­
lery and saw the Matisse CUI­

outs. and two other titlleS we 
had a surprise birthday party 
and a lovely luncheon. 

"I don't miss all the pres­
sure of keeping up the house, 
raking the leaves, cutting the 
hedge, putting up the storm 
windows. All of that. That \'m 
glad to have left behind," Most 
important, she said, her hus­
band now comes home for din­
ner J and is home on weekends. 

She and her friends had a 
lively discussion on what is im­
portant in life, Mrs. Mondale 
said . To her, it was "a chance 
to serve." "They all jumped 
on me," she said . "They said, 
'No, that 's not what's impor­
tant in life.' They said, 
'Understanding yourself is 

' more important.' I thought 
that came with serving your 
fellow man. , think that's why 

o 
It was the holiday season at 

the Vice President's mansion, 
a m agnificent, Victorian 
structure , filled with modern 
art, and staffed by Filipinos. It 
is on the grounds of the Naval 
Observatory, on a hillside in 
northwest Washington, and 
the Vice President invites his 
friends to use the priva te ten­
nis courts . Fritz and Joan are 
so happy at the mansion 
"they're like kids in the mid­
dle of a candy slOre," one 
Senator said after a recent 
vis it. 

Much of the entertaining fo­
cuses on writers, report e rs 
and editors, who are among 
the Mondales' closest friends. 
They include Barbara Tuch­
man, the historian, who 
recommends his reading 
(which recently included " The 
Honorable Schoolboy" by John 
Leearre and an autobiography 
of Garibaldi); Mel Elfin, the 
Washing ton bureau chief of 
Newsweek; Elizabeth Drew of 
New Yorker columnist; col­
umnist Mary McGrory, and 
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Bonnie Angelo, Time m aga­
zine's new London bureau 
chief, for whom the Mondales 
threw a far ew ell parl y. 

Fritz Mondale find s them 
emotionally and inte llectually 
compatible. He has freqltcntly 
displayed the writer's ability 
to be bOlh inside and outside a 
s ituation. both a partic ipant 
and an observer. TV camera­
m en once ca ught him, appar­
ently thinking himself off cam­
era, l aughing, unconcerned, in 
the middle of a ca m pa ign de­
bale with the Republican Vice­
Pres identia l nominee, Robert 
Dole , as Dole lashed out af 
him. Then believing himself to 
be back on the screen, he lVas 
suddenly his old , earnest self. 
Similarly, on a Senate panel, 
he once excoriated Roy Ash, 
Nixon's budget director-then 
laug hed when the TV lighls 
went off. 

Much of the discussion a t 
one of those pa rti es, over the 
hors d 'oeuvres and cocklails, 
centered on whether Fritz 
Mondale had the slam ina to 
make it to the top. Once, when 
some of his a ides had won­
dered out loud wha t would 
have been the outcome if Mon­
dale had run against C~"'ler 
and a few ventured the thought 
that Mondale could have won, 

he quickly ended the discus­
sion by stating that Carle r 
would have beaten him badly. 

His most famous se lf-assess­
ment w as made on Nov. 21 , 
1974, when he took himself out 
of the Pres idential ca mpaign 
by tell ing a news conference 
that HI do not have the ovc r­
whelming des ire 10 be Presi­
denl which i s essential for the 
kind of campaign tha t is r e­
quired." Mondale added tha t 
he did not want to spend two 
years living in "Holiday Inns. 

He had seen how Pres iden­
tial fever had ravaged his 
friend Humphrey, and the dis· 
apPOintment that had afflicted 
two othe r ambitious Minneso­
tans, Harold Stassen and Eu­
gene McCarthy. "Fritz lacks 
that drivill g inte rest, that real 
need to run for Pres ident and 
be President ," his fricnd Gay­
lord Nelson wid me recently . 
"He 's comfortable enough 
with himself as a guy so that it 
isn't sonlething that he has to 
have. But he's a guy who 
would like to be President." In 
other words, Fritz Mandale 
might prefer to have the way 
paved for him. Given thiS, how 
much support does he expec t 
from Jimmy Carter' Does 
Mondale ever think of becom­
ing the 14th Vice PreSident to 

become President? Does he 
think of potential rivals, such 
as Gov. Jerry [lmwn of Cali­
fornia or Senator Kennedy? 

"Not much," Mondale said. 
"First of all , this jot> engulfs 
you. Secondly, I didn ' t take 
this job with the idea of being 
Prcs ident. I think it may well 
be the lasl public job I have. 
I'm not wasting any time 
dreaming of other offices. , 
know you don't be li eve that, 
but it happens to be true ." 

Can he shed t he image of 
softness . the ima ge of a man 
who has been handed every­
thing. and est abli sh himself as 
a forceful world leader? Can 
he do this and at the same time 
not overstep himself with the 
President? Those who know 
him best, whether they are 
libe rals or conservatives, Re­
publicans or Democrats, be­
li eve that he can and that he 
will serve the country well in 
the process. 

Or, could he just walk away 
from public life' Mondale 
himself ponder ed that ques­
tion, along with the blue haze 
of smoke from his cigar. The 
ofiice was still. Finally, this 
clergyman:s son ventured a 
quiet answer. 

'" wouldn't like to," he · 
sa id .• 

Trucking Depots. The 350 Illotor fre i ~h t 
carriers, and til l! I·act that Atlanta is one 
of the leading int~rstJle highwZlY 
cer.te rs,means fast, efficient nat.tmwide 
freight capabi lit y. 

The A tlanta 
Stadium. Home 
or 11l3jo r lca~ue 
baseball and 
football teams. 

Atl anta 's InlernJti0na! Ai rport. 715 
pas...;cnger fli ghts a dJ)' to lB ma jor 
American ci~ies . Only one other airport in 
the coun~ry can match thal performance. 
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