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He wields more
power than any other
Vice President in
recent history. She—
avoiding the despair
of a politician’s
wife—has carved an
independent role with
more power than

any Second Lady.

By Meariin Tolchin

WASHINGTON.

2 he old ovder passes. The na-
tion watched in sympathy as
Fritz and Joan Mondale
flanked Muriel Humphrey,
suppurted her up the Capital
steps and gently eradied her
hands in theirs. The Vice
;s President gave a moving
lnlnltclulm old friend and mentor, Hu-
bert H. Humphrey. Joan Mondale lis-
tencd intently, proudly, as she has so
often, during her husband’s seemingly
inexurable moeve towird the pimnacle of
power. He wiclds more power now than
any other Vice Fresident in recent his-
tory, and she, o, has acerued power in
the process, more than any other See-
ond Lady in history.
The television cameras showed close-
ups of their faces, which displayed
grief. But they are usually stulid, unele-

Martin Tolching, a member of The New
Yeork Times  Washington  bureon,
covers the Whete Honse.
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monstrative faces. Pain does not dwell
in their eyes, as it seems o in the Car-
ters’; the Mondales have never been
truly united by the apony of defeal or
the pressures of political struggle.
Though she has been at his side, sheis o
strong woman who has avoided the de-
spair of many political wives by mak-
ing a life of her own. And he has relied
upon that strenpth.

Less driven than the Carters, the
Muondales seem more comfortable with
people, less threatened and less (hreat-
ening. They live with humor, and with-
out pretease. The Vice President dis-
plays an intellect as stunning as the
President's, but more compassionate,
But while Jimmy Carter is tempered
steel, forged in the heat of battle, Fritz
Mondale has carefully cultivated a far
less bruising talent: allying himself
with thuse in power who first appointed
him to every office he has ever held, ex-
cept the Vice Presidency, and in a sense
Carter appointed him to that. He has al-
ways given his mentors full value, but
there has always been a recurrent
question of sofiness al the core. Some
have been harsh enouih o suggest that
Fritz Mondale is a  professional
protege. Others argue that it would
have been hard, for example, o be
truly independent of Hubert Hum-
phrey, his own state’s dominant politi-
cal figure.

Fritz Mondale's public career poses a
fundamental question: Does a basi-
cally decent man who is ol possessed
by inner demons have the stamina and
drive to make it to the White House and
become an eflective President?

L)

It was shortly before 9 o'clock on a
crisp December morning when Walter
Frederick Mondale, the 42d Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, climbed
aboard Air Force 11 for a journey to
Jacksoii, Miss., bitled as a speech toan
pconomic-development conference.
The real purpose of the trip was o cam-
paign for the re-clection of Senator
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Joan and Fritz stepping lively at a state dinner in the White House.




o e s

e e S R S e B A i N R R T S Sy R RS T T -

R ot e o o

C TNy - .

T i . i
1 “‘.—-,—.-._.,.,__,,,,..‘_H_ = :
AR TR gy
e Sk s B e B L T B i, e o

Fritzand son, Willium, leaving Joan at the Vice President’s manston, where they secm as “happy as bids ina candy store.

James 0. Eastland, an archconsen

tive and segregationist. Mondale, 1
Minnesota liberal with a 100 peres,
A.D.A. rating, a civil-rights activ,
and champion of school busing? Car,
paigning for a man whom he had o,
posed, during his 12 years in the Seniy
onevery major issue?

The word had gone out that Presiden
Carter had urged Jim Eastland to sev
a seventh term, in an effort to thwa;
Senator Edward M. Kennedy, the Ma.
sachusetts Democrat and heir to
political legend. Kennedy is in line 1
succeed Eastland as chairman of 1t
Senate Judiciary Committee, whic!
controls the appointment of Feder.
judges. The President was said to fea,
that the chairmanship woul!
strengthen the hand of Senator Kenne
dy, whom he still regards as a rival.

Not so, said Judy Powell, the Pres;
dent's press secretary: The President
wasn't involved. Of course, Powell
added, the President had visited M
sissippi earlier in the year, *and the
President told Senator Eastland tha
all over Mississippi people had saw
how much they hoped he would run
again."

So there was Fritz Mondale, walking
through Jackson, Miss., with Jim East-
land a permanent fixture at his side
The Vice President addressed the Mis.
sissippi Senate, then walked across the
hall and addressed the Assembly. And
everywhere the Vice President went,
he had an arm around Jim Eastland,
called him *“My dear friend,” ani
talked about how much the President
needed him. The Vice Presiden
warmed to his task with a characteris-
tically light touch. **Mississippi has the
strongest single senatorial delegation
of any state of the union,”" he told the
Assembly. "It would be easy, with all
their power, for them to abuse that
power. It would be easy for them to get
everything for their state. They don’t
do that. They are so just and so fair,
they divide everything 50-50: 50 percent
for Mississippi and 50 percent for the
rest of the country.™

It was Senator Eastland, at a Demo-
cratic reception later in the day, who
injected a touch of reality. If the Vice
President and he ever voted alike, he
said, *“‘we'd search our own con-
sciences.”” There was a good represen-
tation of blacks at that reception, in-
cluding Aaron Henry, co-chairman of
the state party, and those blacks were
the major reason behind Eastland's
sending for Mondale. Mississippi had
changed since 1972, when Spiro Agnew
had campaigned for Jim Eastland.

That evening, when Air Force 1T was
winging home, the Vice President re-
laxed with a cigar. He recalled that at
the Democratic convention in Atlanti
City in 1964, Lyndon Johnson had dele-
gated to Hubert Humphrey the task of
coping with two Mississippi delegation®
— one white and one black., Humphrey
had turned the problem over to Mon-
dale, who had worked out a settlemen!
that provided two seals for the black
group and established an antidiscrimi-
nation requirement for delegations ¢
future conventions. *“‘Suppose [ wa*
born in Mississippi in 1900, and [ was a¢
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aspiring young politician,” Mondale
said, empathizing with the uld Southern
Democrat. “Where would 1 go? We're
all products of our past.'”

When he first came to the Senaie, he
said, his views on civil rights had been
shaped by his father's teachings in.an
all-white community. He had been a lit-
tle sanctimonious, he said, which had
been *“an insult 1o people who had politi-
cal problems, political imperatives.”
He had come to Mississippi, he said, be-
cause nowhere was the revolution in
race relations more dramatic. *1 can’t
tell you how I felt today to see all those
people, who used to glower at each
other, together. What a day that was
for me. I'm a political ecumenicist. |
believe in healing. [ believe in lifting up
the tent flaps.”” Mondale made no men-
tion of the President’s political impera-
tives, or his own.

(]}

The First Lady customarily stakes
out a noncontroversial cause, such as
beautification, and gains the resulling
publicity. The Second Lady, like her
husband, is seldom seen or heard.

The leading ladies of the Carter Ad-
ministration gave every indication,
early on, that they would follow this
tradition. When Joan Mondale was
asked at a press conference, after her
husband’s nomination, what interest
she would take up as Second Lady, she
hardly whispered *'child ecare” before
Rosalynn stepped forward, look over
the microphone, and announced how
pleased she would be to have Mrs. Mon-
dale help her in this endeavor,

Since then, Joan Mondale has, in fact,
eclipsed Rosalynn Carter in carving out
a distinct role for herself, one that has
given her the mantle of power and en-
gulfed her in controversy. Dubbed
“Joan of Art,"”” Joan Mondale has
emerged as the Administration’s lead-
ing spokesman for the arts. It is a role
for which she is well prepared, having
worked for four years at the Minneap-
olis Institute of Art, given tours at the
National Gallery, and written a book,
“Politics in Art." She is also a potter.

It is a career thal began almost the
day her husband [irst took office, in
1960, when she realized that she would
have to lead her own life. **He was al-
ways gone, he was never at home,"” she
recalled in an airplane interview en
route to Brandeis University, to dedi-
cate an art exhibit and speak at a din-
ner meeting of Brandeis volunteers.

Their friends describe the Mondales'
relationship with each other as
“‘correct.”” There is very little display
of aflection, which some altribute to
their strict upbringing as children of
Midwestern ministers. There is little
mutual kidding. The Vice President,
who is usually fast with 2 quip, seldom
chides his wife. At parties, the two sel-
dom spend time with each other, adher-
ing instead to the political tradition of
working different sides of a room.

“They have a very private relation-
ship,"” said a friend of many years.
“*They don't share much with anybody
other than themselves.”™

They have led separate lives, She al-
ways was there when he needed her,

campaigning a1 his side when he ran to
keep the posts to which he had imitially
been appointed —  state  Attorney
General and U.S. Senator — and ac-
companying him at social functions,
Basically, however, the Mondales had a
strict division of labor: She raised the
family while he concentrated on his ca-
reer. It was she who sank the family's
roots deep into Washington's Cleveland
Park, where she helped organize a still-
flourishing food cooperative, although
occasionally he would return from the
market, in the predawn hours, with
crates filled with string beans and
tomatoes.

Mostly, however, he worked —
nights, weekends and on frequent trips
to Minnesota. I didn't think it was so
hard, because 1 didn't know anything
else,” Joan Mondale said. 1 didn't
really resent it.”"

Her husband even took precious
vacation time without her, preferring
instead to go fishing and hunting with
his old Minnesola buddies, and with
Senator Gaylord Nelson, the Wisconsin
Democrat whose humane vision and re-
laxed manner he shares. Two vacation
weeks were set aside each year for
Joan and the three children, Ted, who is
now 20, Eleanor, 18, and William, 16,
There was a week of skiing every win-
ter, and a fishing vacation every sum-
mer.

Joan Mondale's influence over the ex-
penditure of $123.5 million in annual
funds of the National Endowment for
the Arts, and her influence on millions
more spent for art by other agencies,
has eaused some consternation in the
art establishment. There have been
charges that the arts are becoming
*politicized,”” and that Mrs. Mondale,
unlike elected or appointed officials,
lack accountability.

*"The cancer of political iterference
has begun to undermine the credibility
of the [arts and humanities] endow-
ments,'” Michael Straight, former act-
ing chairman of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, declared last fall,
“The Carter Administration doesn't
want senior people interfering with
Mrs. Mondale. That's unfortunate, be-
cause by the fact of her being the Vice
President’s wife, she's political. . . .""
To some in the Administration,
Straight's lament suggested a recur-
ringly popular theme: that political ap-
pointments are those affecting others,
while one's own appointment and ac-
tions invariably reflect merit.

Some critics have suggested thal
Mrs. Mondale’s high visibility in the art
world is something of a cynical political
maneuver Lo capiure some easy pub-
licity on a turf that nobody else high in
government seemed to covel. They
have supgested that her interest in the
arts exists mainly to advance her hus-
band's political career, an effort to
broaden his base of support by creating
a link to wealthy art patrons.

“That's putting me down as a
woman,” Mrs. Mondale said, allowing
a suggestion of anger to cross her thin,
angular face, illuminated by lively
brown eyes, “That's crazy. 1L has noth-
ing o do with (Continued on Page 51)

Joan exanunes floor seulpture by Carl Andre at a Soho gallery,

- e~

Less driven than the Carters, the Mondales
seem more comfortable with people. They live
with humor and without.pretense.
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Conlinued from Pu;,e 17

him." She attnbutes the fear of polit-
cization to her presence as an un-
known guantity as well as (o her con-
viction that Federal funds should go

not only to established artists and in-
stitutions, but also to those struggling
to be seen and heard — not just to the
Metropolitan Opera, but also to com-

e ety B ot e -

munity opera groups; not just to the
Nevelsons and Oldenburgs, but to
local craftsmen.

“Whenever there's a change in any
institution, everybody is nervous and
waorried about it,”” Mrs. Mondale said.
“They started sort of imagining
things, The charge was made that the
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Yugoslavia is a unique
place. Its history is one
of coloration by many
cultures. Celts, Greeks,
Romans, Slavs, Ottomans
and others left their mark.

Because of this, Yugoslavia is a fascinating
tapestry of cultural influences in art, architecture,

costumes and customs.

It's also emerging as the newest discovery in
vacationing. By Americans, that is. Because
Europeans have been enjoying this enchanting

country for some time,

There are entire medieval cities still intact,
alpine mountains for skiing and hiking, sunny
Adriatic beaches and choices in food you'd never
imagjne. Meeting friendly people wherever you

roam is also part of the charm.

Every century has brought something to
Yugoslavia, and this century is no exception, with

-
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is much the way Europe used to be.

So if you're looking for a friendly, unspoiled,
culture-filled place to vacation,
arrived. The time is now. The place is Yugoslavia.
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- ultra-modern resorts,
| casinos, concerts and film
| festivals.

But when it comes to
etting exceptional value
or your dollar, Yugoslavia

our moment has

Name

Tell me mor?a_b;)‘u-t The Pl—a::;.

————————

Address

City/State/Zip.

preeeemc s e —————

My travel agent is
Yugoslav National Tourist Office

Rixckefeller Center, 630 Fifth Avenue
Nm York, N¥ 10020 Tel: (2 12];5“ 2500 ™
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Yugoslavia. The Place.

endowment was going Lo become too
populist, and fund things of poor qual-
ity. That isn't so. . . . The arts are
like a great pyramid, and the broader
the base, the higher the peak. Every
garage in this country has a basket-
ball heop, and all the kids are shootling
baskets. Do they lower the level of
basketball?"*

] 8|

““In the Senate, you have friends; in
the executive, you interface,” Fritz
Mondale said through a blue haze of
cigar smoke, relaxing in his White
House office, 31 steps from the Oval
Office. “There's a wonderful thing
about the legislative branch that is
missed too much in the executive
branch: If someone is pompous or
posturing, your colleagues can hardly
wait to deflate you. There's no way, if
you've got friends, that you can avoid
petting blasted if you're making a fool
of yourself. 1 think there's a lot of
strength in that, In the executive
branch, they tend to be very serious,
very dignified, very programmed, 19
points on every argument. It almost
gets to be too much."”

Without question, this 50-year-old
Vice President of stolid Norwegian
background interfaces more with a
President than any of his predeces-
sors. He attends whatever White
House meetings he chooses, and no
documents are kept from him. Unlike
previous Vice Presidents, who were
openly scorned by White House aides,
his advice and support are openly
solicited.

The Vice President, his aides and
the White House are reluctant to dis-
cuss his precise role in formulating
policy. They say that they fear that
such disclosure may undermine the
confidential relationship he enjoys
with the man he calls *‘lron Ass
Jimmy" — a reference to the Presi-
dent’s fondness for long meetings.
Mondale says that, to his surprise, the
President and he agree on most
issues. The evidence suggests that if
the Vice President does disagree, it is
sotto voce. “‘He never takes an up-
front position unless he knows that the
President agrees with i1, said a
White House aide who has frequently
attended meetings with him.

But that Mondale can really speak
out at all reveals a relationship that
John Kennedy could never have
risked with Lyndon Johnson, who,
given the least encouragement, would
have taken over the Oval Office. Nor
could Johnson have run that risk with
Hubert Humphrey, for the same rea-
son. It is a relationship that Carter
himself probably could not have sus-
tained with Ed Muskie, Scoop Jackson
or most of the other Vice-Presidential
aspirants, whe had much stronger
personalities than Mondale. Joseph A.
Califano, the Vice President's old
friend whom he pushed for Secretary
of Health, Education and Welfare,
served in the Pentagon when Kennedy
was President. 1 watched Kennedy
trim back all kinds of perks of John-
son’s,” Califano recalled. “He had 1o
personally request, in writing, !H" use
of a plane. It was another world.”

Fritz Mondale is fond of telling audi-
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Humphrey wrest control of the
Democratic-Farmer-Labor
Party from extreme left wing-
ers, in 1946-47, while a student
at Macalester College, in St
Paul. His father, a Methodist
mimster, was a D.-F.-L. en-
thusiast who also believed
strongly in the New Deal.

Mendale helped Humphrey
campaign for re-election as
Mayor of Minneapolis in 1947,
and, the following year, man-
aged Humphrey's Senate cam-
paign in the Second District,
which he won by 8500 votes.
As a young lawyer, Mondale
then attached himself to Or-
ville Freeman, and managed
his 1958 campaign for the gov-
ernorship. When the state At-
torney General died two years
later, Governor Freeman
named Mondale, then 32, in an
interim appointment, He had
the good fortune to inherit a
nearly completed investiga-
tion of the Sister Kenny Foun-
dation, and rode it to victory at
the polls several months later.
As Attorney General, he
turned down a request by the
Attorney General of Florida 1o
support thal state’s contention
that an accused person was
not entitled to the right to
counsel, and enlisted 23 other
Attorneys General to file an
amicus curiae brief on behalf
of Clarence Earl Gideon.

Four years later, however,
at Senator Humphrey's be-
hest, Attorney General Mon-
dale took an active role in
what turned out to be a contro-
versial political campaign.
Elmer Andersen, the Republi-
can Governor running for re-
election, was a heavy favorite
to defeat Karl Rolvaag, the D.-
F.-L. candidate. In the closing
weeks of the campaign, Sena-
tor Humphrey charged that
Governor Andersen, in his
quest for accomplishments,
had spceded construction of

o

Highway 35, and authorized
the pouring of concrete in cold
weather, leading to defective
construction.

Humphrey  brought  in
Federal road inspectors who,
amid great publicity, took
numerous road samplings up
and down the highway. On
election eve, Senator Hum-
phrey, Rolvaag and Atlorney
General Mondale held a joint
telecast to deplore the political
opportunism that could lead to
a defective highway. The tac-
tic worked. Rolvaag won an
upset victory by 51 votes oul of
1.2 million cast. A few months
later, the Federal road inspec-
tors completed their analysis
of the road samplings: no de-
fects in Highway 35.

*1 want to congratulate you
for your prehistoric re-
search,” Mondale said, testily,
when asked about the scandal.
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ences how he got the nomina-
tion, jocularly recalling that
six senators had journeyed to
Plains, Ga., to be interviewed
by the President. *‘The first
one to go down was Ed
Muskie," Mondale says. ""He
sidled up to Rosalynn Carter
and said, ‘I just love green-
eyed peas." John Glenn told
Jimmy Carter, *You know,
I've never seen a peanut tree
in my life." Frank Church said,
‘I've never been in Georgia,
but I had a relative in the
Army down there once —
General Sherman.” When [ ar-
rived in Plains, Jimmy Carter
told me, ‘You just keep your
mouth shut, and the job is
yours."" Fritz Mondale's
mouth hasn't exactly been
wide-open since,

“Compatibility,”” a word
that Jimmy Carter stressed
during the selection process,
was given top priority. “There
was a feeling on our part that
Mondale would be the easiest
to work with," said a top White
House aide. More than any of
the others, Mondale had pre-
pared himself for the inter-
view, having read Carter's au-
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down, at the suggestion of
journalist  Elizabeth Drew.
But he had other attributes:
in(\etligencc. candor, gentle
humor, humaneness. He was
also a Northern liberal, famil-
iar with Cangress, had strong
ties to organized labor and or-
ganized Jewry, and was one of
the most popular men in the
Senate. A man without pre-
tense, he was never a threat to
his colleagues, some of whom
speculated that it was difficult
to be both a man of thought
and a man of action, and Fritz
Mondale was clearly the for-
mer.

His §77,000 net worth was
probably the lowest in the Sen-
ate. *'I saw where Joe Califano
gave up $500,000 a year to be-
come Secretary of HHEW.,"
he told a Washington audi-
ence. “‘Mike Blumenthal gave
up $400,000 a year Lo become
Secretary of the Treasury. Cy
Vance gave up $250,000 a year
to become Secretary of State.
As far as I can tell, I'm the
only one who took the job be-
cause I needed the money.™”

Mondale has always had
older political counselors,
Humphrey, of course, being
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Joan Mondale spuuhm" ul h’unmrdtum-;,o last May.

His main concern, he said, was
Governor  Andersen's  dis-
missal of the bureaucrat who
initially made the charge. But
Mondale’s appearance in the
campaign and on the telecast,
as Altorney General, lent cre-
dence to the false charges. In-
terestingly, Eugene McCar-
thy, the state’s other Demo-
cratic Senator, took no part in
the matter.

At Senator Humphrey's be-
hest, Governor Rolvaag re-
turned the favor in 1964, and
appuointed Mondale to the Sen-
ate seat vacated by Hum-
phrey, who had been elected
Vice President. In 12 years in
the Senate, Mondale amassed
a liberal, humane voting
record that largely mirrored
or at least did not oppose the
positions of Senator Hum-
phrey. When Humphrey was a
hawk on Vietnam, Mondale
was silent. When Humphrey
became a dove, so did Mon-
dale.

O

It was, by most accounts, a
modest Scnate career, No
major legislation bore his
name. His major legislative
program, the Comprehensive
Child Development Act, was
vetoed by President Nixon and
never became law. He joined
with other liberal Sepalors in
advocating school busing and
funds for education, and led
the fight to curb the filibuster,
which he has called the most
important thing he did in the
< 1
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1 don’t think Mundale liked
to carry the flag and run down
the middle of the road with it,"”
recalled a Democratic Senator
who is one of Mondale's close
friends. *'1 don’t remember
him deeply and emotionally in-
volved on any issue.' Senator
Mondale's penchant for politi-
cal caution was so well known
in Minnesota, Albert Eisele
wrote, in 1974, that when the
Senator's . appendix was re-
moved some Democrats said
“they hoped the surpeon in-
serted some guls before sew-
ing himup.' It says somcthing
about the Vice President that

he appointed Eiscle his press
secretary. 'l wanted to take
him out of journalism," Mon-
dale quipped.

A less-than-vutstanding Sen-
ate record is by no means
unigue among the liberals:
Several have served 12 or even
24 years with little to show lor
it beyond a high A.D.A. rating.
Others, such as Edward
Kennedy, Jacob Javits of New
York and Humphrey himself
had made their presence felt
almost from the day they took
office. In general, however,
the Senate liberals display lit-
tle of the vigor, stamina or re-
sourcefulness of their conser-
vative colleagues. To the dis-
appointment of many Senate
liberals, who had cheered
Mondale's appointment to the
prestigious Finance Commit-
tee, the Minnesota Democrat
became a supporter, rather
than a foe, of chairman Rus-
sell Long of Louisiana.

“1 think that when a person
goes into public life, he should
try to be effective,” Mondale
said in an interview. ‘“'He
should try to figure ut how Lo
make progress, bring people
along, unify, calm people, try
to keep a rational dialogue. 1
think you have to ration the
number of disputes that you
can get involved in. [ don’t like
to shout, and I don't like to
lose,'" he said with some can- |
dor.

As for Russell Long: *'I was
able, on that whole day-care
thing, to win on children’s
issues, maternal and child-
health issues. | know that
some of the tax reformers
thought 1 should  have
screamed more. Look, when
I'm sitting in the commitlee
with only two votes, I know it's
not going anywhere. I'll wait
for tomorrow.”

=

Jay Solomon, the new ad-
ministrator of the General
Services Admimistration, re-
called his first encounter with
Juoan Mondale, in his woud-pa-
neled office that is decorated
with perhaps 15 contemporary
works of art. “*She sat in this
room and named every piece
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of sculpture here, the arusts,
and their hustory,”" said Solo-
mon, a4 Tennessee business-
man whose wife is a leading
photographer. “*We talked for
an hour about art, design, en-
vironment."”

Mrs. Mondale's visit was to
persuade Mr. Solomon to in-
crease, from 3 percent to |
percent, the amount of con-
struction costs earmarked for
art in new or renovated
Federal buildings, over which
his agency has jurisdiction.
““In the atmosphere of the Car-
ter Administration, [ didn't
thunk we could do it,” he said.

A compromise Was never-
theless struck — an increase to
15 percent of the construction
costs. For 1978, this  will
amount to 42 newly commis-
sioned works of art, at a cost of
$2.5 million. “If a building
costs £10 million, we now ear-
mark $50,000 for art,"” Solomon
explained. **We take no easel
art, no art that's been lying
around. The whole program is
to commission the art of the
time, of the moment, to ex-
press the culture of society."”

Mri. Mondale also per-
suaded Solomon to use more
local arusts, rather than only
the superstars, and this has
been one of the sources of the
criticism that her approach is
“populist.” ““In our new build-
ing in Oklahoma Ciuty, we se-
lected 30 pieces of art by local
artists,”” Solomon said. “*Over
hall the artsts were women
and members of minority
groups.” There were crafis,
weavings, cloths, metalwork,
woodwork and a hupe collage
of photographs of the city's
residents.

Cecil Andrus, Secretary of
the Interior, said that Joan
Mondale had persuaded him to
cncourage the sale of local
crafits in the National Park
System. “Early in 1977, very
shortly after inauguration,
Mrs. Mondale contacted me
with reference to local aris
and crafts being made avail-
able throughout the national
park syslem, al souvenir
stands and so forth,” recalls
Andrus, the former Governor
of Idaho. **Her comments
made sense, | then set up a
meeting with Mrs, Mondale
and the Park Service,

“She convinced us that this
would be a pood outlet for the
arts and crafts and pointed out
that for her to be able to stimu-
late the sale and recognition of
locally made arts and crafis
they had to have an outlet,”
Andrus continued. **We were
the obvious vehicle.”” An ex-
perimental program, begun in
nine national parks, will be ex-
panded next summer. “It's
difficult to shake the bureauc-
racy from the old, standard
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way of doing things, without
somebody poking the stick.”
he said. “She did, and we
reacted.""

=

Livingston Biddle's appoint-
ment as chairman of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts
was criticized even belore he
took office. **He was my candi-
date,”” Mrs. Mondale acknowl-
edged.

“Her support of my can-
didacy was extremely impor-
tant,” said Biddle, who also
was supported by Senator
Claiborne Pell, the Rhode Is-
land Democrat for whom he
once worked and whose com-
mittee oversees the arts en-
dowment.

“1f the appointment of the
staff director of the Pell com-
mittee isn't ‘political,” what
is?"" Michael Straight, the for-
mer National Foundation
chairman, asked.

Mrs. Mondale was not fazed.
“Politics in the arts?” she
asked. *That's human nature.
Politics exists when human
beings get together in an or-
ganized way." White House
aides add that expenditures of
Federal funds in a democracy
muslt necessarily reflect politi-
cal forces, These are the facts
of life, they argue. They also
say that this is the way things
should be: Those whose funds
are used have a right to have
some say in how they are
spent.

Biddle said that he agreed
with  Mrs. Mondale that
Federal funds should be
evenly divided between estab-
lished institutions and those
struggling for growth. He
called Mrs. Mondale “a good-
will ambassador and a kind of
collector of information and
impressions, and a source of
information about the values
of the arts in different parts of
the country. She is the light-
ning rod for atiracting atien-
tion to difficulties concerning
artists.”

What sort of difficulties?
“The other day she told me she
had visited New York City and
found dancers had been sent to
dance on marble floors, as
part of an outreach program,”
Biddle recalled. “That's haz-
ardous to a dancer's welfare.
The Comprehensive Employ-
ment and Training Act
[CETA] employed artists and
sent them inte different areas.,
Where artists aren't in charge
of a program, there can be
mistakes."

“At Mrs. Mondale's level,
she can cross lines more easily
than department heads,” he
added. Mrs. Mondale said that
her goals included a liberaliza-
tion of tax laws to encourage
artists and craftsmen to do-
nate their works o muscums;
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Pyramids,
Pillars &
Palms

14-day cruises o the sunny
southern and casiern shores
of the Medirerrancan,
2l in the luxury of
the Navarino,
formerly the Gripsholm

Karageorgis introduces four
unique and delightful '14-day
spring cruises starting March 18
plus two fall cruises starting
October 28 from France or [taly
to the most exotic ports in [taly,
Tunisia, Egypt, Israel and Greece
—all in the luxury of the Nava-
rino. with all first-class cabins
with private facilities and the
finest food the world has to offer,
Rates from $960, and we guar-
antec our published prices, See
an expert—vour travel agent—
or for more information, contact
Karageorgis Lines. and we'll send
you our exciting, colorful
new 34-page

brochure.
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Karagcorg]s
Cruises

Classical cruises in classic style,
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Karageorgis Lines
1550 Avenue of the Americas
New York. N.Y. 10019

loodorin
Cla%es 2
arch 13151

Cabinetry/Furniture
Lessons for beginners
Facilities for experts

QOwr studio can be your workshop.
Qualified instruction, hand and
power tools, all matenials on hand.
20 Hr-Mini course offered.
Call(212) 7410290

John Harra

Woodworking Studio

39W 19th 5t MNew York. 10011
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the expanded use of CETA
funds to hire artists and
crafltsmen, and the broadening
of unemployment benefits to
those in the arts. She also has
pleaded with budget director
James Mclntyre for more
funds for the arts.

“1 don’'t want Washington to
become a cultural dictator,
like the Soviet Union,”" she
said. “*But the Federal Gov-
ernment can do more in sup-
porting the arts."’

O

Mondale chaired a White
House meeting of the Presi-
dent's economic advisers last
summer until the group sent
for the Pres.dent to tefl him
that they disagreed with his
anti-inflation  palicy. The
policy had to be toughened and
reshaped, they agreed. When
the President was summoned,
however, the Vice President
handed the gavel to Treasury
Secretary  Michael Blumen-
thal, and ducked oui of the
room.

Fritz Mondale's reluctance
to confront a difficult situa-
tion, or be the bearer of bad
tidings, was manifest even be-
fore the Adminisiration took
office. Campaigning in Phila-
delphia on Nov, 1, 1976, the day
before election day, Mandale
told a rally: *'One of the first
things we would do after the
election would be to hold an
emergency meeting with the
Mayor and the Governor to
make sure that the Frankford
plant stays open.”” But on Nov.
24, the Army announced that it
would close that facility, an
arsenal, and the new Adminis-
tration upheld the decision.

*| was clearly more categor-
ical than | should have been,”
the Vice President acknowl-
edpged. I know that it was per-
ceived as a broken
promise. , . . [ still hope (o
deliver in good faith on the
equivalent of that promise.”

By all accounts, Mondale is
far less categorical in his deal-
ings in the White House, and
especially with the President.
He has spoken up, however,
gently but with a well-rea-
soned position, before the
President has made a deci-
sion, in issues not involving
confrontation.

""In general, he's on the pro-
gressive side of most, if not all,
issues,’" Stuart Eizenstat, the
President's  issues  adviser,
said. *'He has a terrific sense
of both Congress and Congres-
sional reaction. His views are
shaped not only by ideology,
but what he thinks is practical
and achievable." Hamilton
Jordan agreed: “'He's a very
pragmatic guy. He has the
political image of a doctri-
naire liberal, but that’s not the
way 1'd describe him, There's

o me m e
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Frank Perdue

That's because it's the only one that doesn't come frozen like a rock.

Which is why it's called a “Fresh Comish Game Hen' instead of a “Rock
Cornish Game Hen’'

Another reason we don't call it a“Rock Cornish Game Hen" is because it's
tenderer than any “Rock Cornish Game Hen" you can buy.
At least 40% more tender than all the
others according to independent

laboratory tests. __
So if you want some- 5‘ J S
thing really tender and z [ 3 s
delicious to eat, pick up a S 5 .
Perduc FreshComish Game § 5 /s

Hen at the fresh poultry
section of your supermarket.

Pick up a“Rock™ from % sl
the frozen food section and % - Pt »;caﬂ buy gL
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your foot in a cast. The fenu
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Part truck, part train, part plane, part boat.
The "Troat” moves in and around Tennessee
with e[ase, because Tennessee has one of the most

elaborate networks of roads, rivers and
@ rails in the Nation. And being near the
center of population in the
United States makes access to
your market the best in the Country.

Tennessee.

Getting around is easy.

e
for more information: Call (toll free) 1-800-251-8594 or wite fred Harns, 1031 Andrew Jackson Bidg , Nashwille, TN e
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noone inside or outside the Ad-
ministration who has more im-
pact on Jimmy Carter than
Fritz Mondale."

The Vice President and Jor-
dan, in fact, seem to have
formed an informal alliance.
“A lot of times when 1 see
things that are wrong, | go to
him," Jordan said. They
joined forces in helping shape
Administration policy on the
Bakke case, involving a white
engineer denied admission to
the University of California
medical school who contends
that the school practiced
“reverse discrimination’ by
admitting minority applicants
less qualified. The Adminis-
tration had trouble formulat-
ing a position. **‘Mondale made
the argument that we were
going to be held politically re-
sponsible for the impact of the
Bakke case,”” a White House
aide said. "We therefore had a
right to have the Justice De-
partment brief reflect our
campaign commitments and
political  philosophy.””  The
Vice President was joined by
Robert Lipshutz, the Presi-
dent's counsel, and Stuart
Eizenstat. The result was a
friend-of-the-court brief that
urged giving minorities some
special consideration, but con-
demned the use of rigid nu-
merical quotas.

The Vice President also
urged Administration support
for labor-law reforms and an
increased minimum wage,
and helped rewrite and tighten
regulations  involving  the
F.B.l. and C.LA., which he
considers  the outstanding
achievement of his first year
in office. “The longer I'm in
public life, the more 1 think
procedures are fundamental,"
he said. “'If the procedure is
fair and open, we'll work our
way out of the problem. Cor-
rupt the process, and even il it
lets you win for a while, it's a
Pyrrhie victory. That difficult
problem of having a tough,
strong F.B.l. and C.LA.—
which we must—yel one that
can’t step over the line, is one |
feel very deeply about. The
President has let me take a
strong role on it. 1 think we're
coming up with good rules.””

They include a requirement
of warrants for all wiretaps,
searches and mail openings; a
ban on domestic spying
against Americans by the
C.L.A.; a ban on investigations
of political organizations by
the F.B.1; a ban on covert har-
assment of individuals and or-
ganizations under suspicion by
the F.B.L, and legal restric-
tions on wiretapping and other
forms of surveillance by the
National Security Agency.

Mondale was less success-
ful, hwwever, with his sponsor-
ship of a proposed $50 tax re-
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bate, which was jettisoned by
Congress, and public financing
of Congressional elections,
which has been shelved. He
spent much time, late in the
year, as chairman of an execu-
tive committee to determine
the Administration’s priorities
in 1978,

On the energy bill, his most
notable maneuver was break-
ing a filibuster by two Sena-
tors who had supported the Ad-
ministration's position of Gov-
ernment regulation of natural
gas, a position the Administra-
tion was willing 1o abandon to
block the filibuster and move
the legislation forward. De-
spite his reverence for proce-
dure, he wenl along wilh the
request of Senator Robert C.
Byrd of West Virginia, the ma-
jority leader, and refused to
recognize Senators conducting
the filibuster. The rulings en-
gendered much  bitterness.
“*This is a very sophisticated
form of steamroller,” charged
Senator Gary Hart, the Colo-
rado Democrat. The Vice
President made some dedi-
cated enemies, on  energy,
among Senators who had hith-
erto supported the Adminis-
tration.

“It was unfortunate,” Mon-
dale said, on reflection. “The
rulings were consistent with
my earlier Senate record, but
if 1 had it to do over again, 1
probably would have recog-
nized some of the appeals.”

[

The Vice President was
chosen, in part, because of his
good relations with the Jewish
communily, but these have be-
come strained since he took of-
fice. Moshe Dayan, the Israeli
Foreign Minister, confided to
aides that he was disappointed
that the Vice President had
taken a tough line at a meeting
last November that also in-
cluded the President and Na-

tional Security Adviser Zbig-
niew Brzezinski.

“1 spoke up because 1 was
afrand that the point being
made was not being under-
stoodd by Dayan,” Mondale
said. 1 think it's crucial that
there not be a misunderstand-
ing on the Palestinian issue. It
was on the need (o face up o
the Palestinian question. All
my public career, I've been
pro-lsrael. 1 would never do
anything, ever, to hurt that
country. Ldan't think 1've done
anything  inconsistent  with
that. I was trying to clarify a
point that I wasn'l sure had
been clearly put.'*

It is in foreign affairs that
the Vice President has most
consistently done Carter’s bid-
dinpg. One of the major areas
has been the Middle East.
“He's a person in the Adminis-
tration who has a longstanding
relationship with the Jewish
community,” said Jody Pow-
ell. "We rely on him to try to
explain what we're trymg to
do. It has more credibility
than my saying it or Hamilton
sayingit.*

The Vice President’s speech
in San Francisco last June,
which had been widely touted
as an important effort to allay
anxieties about the Adminis-
tration's pasition on Israel, in-
stead heightened them. Mon-
dale uscd phrases such as a
call for “‘a fair solution (o the
problem of the Palestinians,'
and reference to a Palestinian
“homeland or entity,” that
upsel many leaders of the
American Jewish commmuni-
ty. “The speech,” said a
leader of the lsraeli lobby,
“was written in the National
Security Council, nat the Vice
President's office."

Muandale acknowledged that
he was relaying a message
from the White House. Bul he
said, I like to think 1 had
something to do with il. To get

Solutions to Last Week's Puzzles

C'II:I'N
Alt!ola
molols
¥ plulL’s]
ERCIVAL m‘.
0 F WU
GOODMAN: RIEEVLE
: IO 1]
THE DOUBLE E | /5.0,
— Skyscrapers [LElas
ER'G
may become Eeda v
mines from [8.A8¢E
EBBS
which the next ABE T
generation will ﬁé_&,ﬁ
extract its ‘L’,g,;,
needed metalsas  [elz2)0]
0EL

|

™

2z w T l="m '

En_

- PR S
nemenmoiei-lzln

S0

Mo 3™

the Colosseum

served as quarry for the palace buildérs of Renaissance
- Downtlowns may become museum cities like

Rome. ..
Venice or Carcassonne,

T e g T

“ f‘\ r"’ﬁ r‘( ix7i (ﬁ\/;?\r"“ﬁ\

- =

b Ak
I | | .
~ it 11 -/

NN g SEES

vof oW

”D

* MANHATTAN

C
| 1212)481-5454

Relax, it's on sale.

- o

e s R —

4 B e ¥ e

BB.inch sofa $399  regularly $450

Our best-selling sofa is the best s *QpEN SUNDAYS | 115
*regular price. On sale it can floor you Made oniy 1or us to

specifications that exceed any popular-priced fumiture,
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Maybe it's our stable economy,

plentiful labor, good transportation, indus-

trial development or market access. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Statistical Abstract, there

PR are 30% fewer business failures in Tennessee  *'

than the average of the other states. Success

+ like that can be attributed to a lot of things

— ...except luck.

>~ ennessee.

Your odds are Letler.

For more information. Call (toll-free) 1-B00-251-8594 or write Fred Harris, 1031 Andrew Jackson Bidg, Nashwlle, TN 37219
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electrolysis instrument that
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removal. An exclusive U.S.
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clinically tested by a university
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proven to be safe and effec-
tive. One of his patients had
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peace, you need to be tough in
private. Friends have to be
candid."”

The Viee President denied a
report by Marvin Kalb, diplo-
matic correspondent for CBS,
that Mondale had disagreed
with Brzezinski with regard to
the American response to the
Cairo conference. Indeed, dis-
putes are not Mondale's style.

““There was no dispute,” he
said. “There was no disagree-
ment on the central point, as to
what should be our approach
to the Cairo conference; that
we should support it, try to fa-
cilitate it, and make it work.
But what had bothered me was
that there had been an original
kind of ‘correct’ statement oul
of the State Department, fol-
lowing the announcement of
the Cairo wvisit, that looked
cold — so cold it looked disap-
proving. Actuaily, il was a
typical State Department we-
need-sume-time  statement. 1
don’tl know where it came
from, Nobody knows where it
came from. Things just hap-
pen in government."”

The State Department, for
its part, acknowledges that the
Vice President has had his dip-
lomatic successes. These have
cecurred before the President
has made a decision, and in
line with Carter's general
tenets. **He's been a key politi-
cal guy,” said a State Depart-
ment official who has ob-
served Mondale at  close
range. “When it's at that point
when you're trying 1o decide
what SALT approach to take,
when it's down to the wire,
Mondale is the guy who makes
the decision. He determines
the political supportability.”
Before Soviet Foreign Minis-
ter Andrei Gromyko's visil
last September, the Vice
President played just that
kind of role. He advocated a
tough position until the Soviets
relented, and, when they pave
ground, he urged reciprocity.
“I've always been strongly for
reduction in the number and
restraints on qualitative im-
provements and testing,” he
said. “'I've never been for an
agreement at the price of pub-
lic accessibility. My criticism
of the Viadivostok accords was
that the agreement was more
apparent than real.

“1 supported the President’s
first offer, which called for a
sublimit on the massive ballis-
tic missiles,"” the Vice Presi-
dent  continued. “What he
came up with as an alternative
was a ceiling on land-based in-
tercontinental missiles that |
believe will have the same ef-
fect. What he came up withisa
more meaningful and signifi-
ciant restraint."”

()

Joan Mondale was at the
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Brandeis University art inu-
seum, dedicating a “living™
exhibit of works that would en-
dure only for thelength of the
show. Television crews fol-
lowed her as she examined
sand sculptures, weavings and
other works temporarily as-
sembled. 1 like the way you
messed up the sand,” she told
anartist.

“The human presence has
made itself fel,” she said to
assembled newsmen,

That evening she spoke at a
formal dinner of  Brandeis
volunteers. She said before-
hand that she was not in the
least nervous, bul the task
seemed difficult for her. Her
voice was soft, halting. The
speech was a tribute to volun-
teerism. “*Volunteerism kept
me alive in the art world, when
I had small children and could-
n't take a full-time job," she
said. How did she happen to
come to Brandeis? She was in-
vited by Robert S, Benjamin, a
lawyer and a major Demo-
cratic fund-raiser who also
serves on the Brandeis board.
He is a bridge connecting the
worlds of art, philanthropy,

night at the Hilton Inn at
Logan Airport, and returned (o
Washington on a 7 o'clock
flight the following morning,
toattend her pottery course.

[

It was a nostalgic dinner at
10 Downing Street. The Viee
President and Prime Minister
James Callaghan, attended by
a retinue of aides, reminisced
about their idealistic political
origins.  When  they  were
younger, they recalled, they
were to the left of theirr parties.
When he was 20 years old, in
1948, Fritz Mondale worked (o
unseat a Vice President who
had made it to the top. As a
college student, he had invited
Henry Wallace to speak to the
student body, and supported
Supreme Court Justice Wil-
ham 0. Douglas for President.
“We were going to get rid of
Harry Truman,' he said, “We
don't tulk about that any
more.""

The Vice President told the
Prime Mimster that he had
spent the summer of 1949 in
England, touring the summer

i A v L e L 25 s e e

e AT

union movement, a third spon-
sored by the cooperative
movement.  Somcone who
knew him then thought that he
was a Fabian socialist, which
is not that far removed from
the tenets of the old D-F.-L.
Party. Mondale suid that he
never was a socialist, but if he
had any socialist inclinations
they were forever abandoned
that summer when he ob-
served British socialism i ac-
tion.

1 just traveled around, and
went to those schools,”” he re-
called. 1 learned a lot of the
workers' songs. The Prime
Minister loves to sing, So we
started singing."" The two poli-
ticians  spent much of the
evening in of-key renditions of
songs depicting the plight of
the working man, They sang:
“It's the same the wide world
over,/ Ain't it all a bloomin’
shame, / I's the rich what pets
the pleasure,/ And the pour
what gets the blame.""

(]
Their new life has walled
them off from their old

friends. 1 miss the casual en-
counters with my_ neighbors

"

Biigivass nhd politics schuols. He had gone to one | and friends,” Mrs. Mondale oY 3, o . =
usIness A polLICs: sponsored by the Labor Party, | said. “Now if 1 want to see | S =% 7 70 o2 * s ikt s su, ATQL
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and say, ‘May | come at 12 0'-
clock and have a sundwich
with you? May | come for tea
at 3?"

“1 don't have any time for
mysell anymore," Mrs. Mon-

dale said. “'So it's more for-
mal. But we've been petting
together once every two weeks
for lunch, all my pals (rom
Cleveland Park, We like cach
other's company. One day we
went down to the Nuational Gal-
lery and saw the Matisse cut-
outs, and two other limes we
had a surprise birthday party
and a lovely luncheon.

“I don't miss all the pres-
sure of keeping up the house,
raking the leaves, cutting the
hedge, putting up the storm
windows. All of that. That i'm
glad to have left behind."" Most
important, she said, her hus-
band now comes home for din-
ner, and is home on weekends.

She and her friends had a
lively discussion on what is im-
portant in life, Mrs. Mondale
said. To her, it was ‘‘a chance
to serve.” “They all jumped
on me," she said. ““They said,
‘No, that’s not what's impor-

we were put on this earth.
That's what I've been taught A
don't think it denigrates m.
You find your life giving it to
athers.'”

a

It was the holiday season at
the Vice President's mansion,
a  magnificent, Victorian
structure, filled with modern
art, and staffed by Filipinos. It
is on the grounds of the Naval
Observatory, on a hillside in
northwest  Washington, and
the Vice President invites his
friends to use the private ten-
nis courts. Fritz and Joan are
so happy at the mansion
“they're like kids in the mid-
dle of a candy store,” one
Senator said after a recent
visit.

Much of the entertaining fo-
cuses on writers, reporters
and editors, who are among
the Mondales' closest friends.
They include Barbara Tuch-
man, the histornan, who
recommends his  reading
(which recently included “*The
Honorable Schootboy** by John
LeCarre and an autobiography

Bonnie Angele, Time maga-
zine's new London bureau
chief, for whom the Mondales
threw a farewell party.

Fritz Mondale finds them
emotionally and intellectually
compatible. He has frequently
displayed the writer's ability
to be both inside and outside a
situation, both a participant
and an observer. TV camera-
men once caught him, appar-
ently thinking himself off cam-
era, laughing, unconcerned, in
the middle of a campaign de-
bate with the Republican Vice-
Presidential nominee, Robert
Dole, as Dole lashed out al
him. Then believing himself to
be back on the screen, he was
suddenly his old, earnest sell.
Similarly, on a Senate panel,
he once excoriated Roy Ash,
Nixon's budget director—then
laughed when the TV lights
went off.

Much of the discussion at
one of those parties, uver the
hors d'oeuvres and cocklails,
centered on  whether Fritz
Mondale had the stamina to
make it to the top. Once, when
some of his aides had won-

he quickly ended the discus-
sion by stating that Carter
waould have beaten him badly,
His most famous self-assess-
ment was made on Nov. 21,
1974, when he took himsell out
of the Presidential campaign
by telling a news conference
that I do not have the over-
whelming desire to be Presi-
dent which is essential for the
kind of campaign that is re-
quired.” Mondale added that
he did not want to spend two
years living in Holiday Inns.
He had seen how Presiden-
tial fever had ravaged his
friend Humphrey, and the dis-
appointment that had afflicted
two other ambitious Minneso-
tans, Harold Stassen and Eu-
gene McCarthy. “Fritz lacks
that driving interest, that real
need to run for President and
be President,"” his friend Gay-
lord Nelson told me recently.
“He's comfortable enough
with himself as a guy so that it
't something that he has to
have. But he's a guy who
would like to be President.” In
other words, Fritz Mondale
might prefer to have the way

become President? Does he
think of potential rivals, such
as Gov. Jerry Brown of Cali-
fornta or Senator Kennedy?

“Not much,” Mondale said.
“First of all, this job engulfs
you. Secondly, 1 didn't take
this job with the idea of being
President. | think it may well
be the last public job [ have.
I'm not wasting any time
dreaming of other offices. 1
know you don’t believe that,
but it happens to be true.™

Can he shed the image of
softness, the image of a man
who has been handed every-
thing, and establish himself as
a forceful world leader? Can
he do this and at the same time
not overstep himself with the
President? Those who know
him best, whether they are
liberals or conservatives, Re-
publicans or Democrats, be-
lieve that hie can and that he
will serve the country well in
the process.

Or, could he just walk away
from public life? Mondale
himself pondered that ques-
ton, along with the blue haze
of smoke from his cigar. The

tant in life.' They said, | of Garibaldi); Mel Elfin, the | dered out loud what would |paved for him. Given this, how | office was still. Finally, this
‘Understanding  yourself is | Washington bureau chief of | have been the outcome |fbM:|n- much support does he expect | clergyman’s son venlured a
more important.” [ thought | Newsweek; Elizabeth Drew of | dale had run against Cacter |[from Jimmy Carter? Does | quiet answer.

that came with serving your | New Yorker columnist; col- | anda few ventured the thought | Mondale ever think of becom- “I wouldn't like to,”" he
fellow man. I think that’s why | umnist Mary McGrory, and | that Mondale could have won, |ing the l4th Vice President to | said. B
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