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December 12, 1978 

The Honorable S. Dillon Rip ley 
Secretary of the Semthsonian 
Washington, D.C. 20560 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Thank you very much for your letter of December 4th 
to t Oe Vice President. I will certainly bring it to his 
attention . 

He i ... v e r y much looking forward to the Regents Dinne r 
at his h ome on January 21st. It is not altogether clear yet 
whether he will be able to a t tend the Regents meeting on Jan­
uary 22. 

with best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Michael S. Berman 
Counsel to t ' e Vice 

Presiden·t 



S:YUTHSOKIAN INSTITLiION 

TKiS)lll~ton, .f}. C 2fJ56fJ 
as-A. 

Honorable Walter F. Mondale 
The Vice President of the United States 
Regent of the SITlithsonian Institution 
Washington, D. C. 20501 

Dear Fritz: 

DeceITlber 4, 1978 

This is to reITlind you that the next ITleeting of the Board of 
Regents will take place on Monday, January 22, 1979, at 8:30 a.ITl. 
in the Regents' ROOITl of the SITlithsonian Institution Building. Our 
staffs have been in touch regarding the Regents' dinner which you 
plan to give on Sunday evening, January 21. 

You will note froITl various events which have taken place 
recently that we currently have no Regents froITl the House of Repre .. 
sentatives. As you know, Mr. Mahon retired frOITl the Congress, 
Mr. Cederberg was unsuccessful in his caITlpaign for reelection, and 
Mr. Ryan was killed in Guyana. 

I have spoken to the Speaker of the House to express the interest 
of the Board of Regents and ITlyself concerning the early appointITlent 
of the House ITleITlbers in order to continue to ITlaintain our close 
relationships with the Congress. Any suggestions you ITlay have along 
this line will be appreciated. 

You will be receiving an agenda and back up ITlaterial well in 
advance of the ITleeting, and I look forward to seeing you then. 

With kindest regards and best wishes for the Holidays, I aITl, 

Sincerely yours, 

S. Dillon Ripley 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
Reply card 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

September 27, 19-78 

MEMO TO THE VICE PR:_~:~~ 

FROM: MIKE BERMAN~ -

Regents ! t> _ II A/ ~ RE: Smithsonian Board of ~ ~ " 

Recently I sent you a memorandum relative to the issue 
of open meetings of the Board -- this matte~ came up 
for a rather vigorous discussion at the Board meeting 
based on a recommendation by the executive committee 
that the current policy be continued. Current policy 
is that all meetings will be closed, that copies of 
minutes will be sent to selected members of Congress, 
and that the press would be briefed after each meeting. 

This position is strongly supported by the Chief Justice, 
who, acting as Chancellor, has made it quite clear that 
he would no longer participate as a Board member if the 
meetings were open. He was not at this meeting, but his 
position was annunciated for him, and it is quite well 
known to Board members. 

Senator Jackson and Congressman Ryan, both Congressional 
Regents, voiced objections to the policy, and were recommend­
ing a policy which would have both closed and open sessions, 
followed by executive sessions for matters which required 
private discussion, such as personnel matters, handling of 
law suits, negotiations for acq~isitions, etc. Other Con­
gressional members were for closed meetings, and the private 
sector members tended to be for closed meetings. Because 
the acting chairman, Jim Webb, wanted unanimous agreement 
on the motion, the matter was put off until the January 
meeting, with the recommendation that a small committee of 
Regents be designated by the Chancellor to come up with 
alternatives that might be more generally palatable. 



SM ITHSO:-: 1.\:-: 1 N STITCTIOX 

ffit.J'llll~1nJll. IJ. C /!fJ.'i 6'fJ 
US.A. 

Madame Minister Hertha Firnberg 
Federal Ministry for Science and Research 
Minoritenplatz 
1010 Vienna 

---../>~ .. US-TRIA 

My dear Madame Firnberg: 

I am writing to tell you how delighted I am that the 
exhibition Vienna Moderne is coming to the United States 
this fall. As a Regent of the Smithsonian Institution, I . 
am particularly pleased that the exhibition will open at . 
our Cooper-Hewitt Museum in New York prior to traveling 
to Houston, Chicago and Portland. There is currently a 

-- - great deal of intere st ip. Austrian design and I am sure the 
exhibition will be well received in this country. 

Your assistance in making this exciting exhibition 
possible is deeply appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 



SMITHSOXIAN INSTITUTION 

*;sJul~Jtfm . JJ. C ,t1J/f 6 (J 

aSA. 

Honorable Walter F. Mondale 
The Vice President of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 20501 

Dear Fritz: 

August 15, 1978 

As you may have heard, the Cooper-Hewitt Museum in New York, 
which is the pre-eminent National Museum of Design, administered by 
the Smithsonian Institution, is planning another one of its remarkable 
exhibitions to be held in the autumn of 1978. This exhibition highlights 
the subject of decorative art as developed so well in Vienna in the 
period of Art Deco and the earlier parts of the 20th Century. 

It would be an enormous pleasure to us if you, as a Reg nt of the 
Smithsonian, would care to direct a letter to Madame Minist( l' Hertha 
Firnberg of the Ministry for Science and Research in Austria, suggesting 
that it would be a most a ppr opriate matter for her to notice that this 
important exhibition of Austrian design is corning to this country and 
that we need any particular assistance that the Austrian Government 
can give. We feel that with a small boost from yourself there is a good 
chance that the Government will respond and pay for the transportation 
of the exhibition over here and back, while its transport within the 
country will be taken care of locally. This is an important exhibition which 
benefits far more than the Smithsonian, for as you will note it is planned , 
that it will visit Houston, Chicago and Portland on its tour. 

With warm good wishes and sincere hopes that you may be able to 
assist us in this regard, I am, 

Very sincerely yours, 

S. Dillon Ripley 
Secretary 
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The Honorable I~indy oggs 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Lindy: 

August 25. 1978 

I just learned that you have decided to 
fore 0 further participation as a Regent of the 
1imitlsonian. While I have not had t h e time to 
be active, I know from others the contribut ion 
that you ~ave made to the continuing success of 
t 'le IInsti tut ion. 

Please accept my congratulations and 
, t hank s for a job well done. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

L 
!. 

Walter F. 10ndale 
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August 24, 1978 

The Honorable S. Dillon Ripley 
Secretary 
The Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 20560 

Dear Mr. Ripley: 

Thank you .very ,pch for your letter bo t he Vice 
President of August 2lst ~anforming him that Congresswoman 
Boggs has decided to res ,gn as a Regent of the Smithsonian. 
I will certa~~ly pass this information to h i m as well as 
t he i n formation t hat relates to the Speaker's appointment 
of Congressman Ryan to fill the vacancy. 

Thank you. I 
/. 

Sincerely , 

Michael S. Ber man 
Counsel t o t he Vice 

President 



SMITHSONIAN L.'\STITUTION 

TliUs/1Z1!Ytoll . .lJ. C P()Sf}() 
USA. 

Honorable Walter F. Mondft/le 
The Vice President of the \.. 

United States 
WashingtQ.p~. C. 20501 

Dea6h/ ~ 

21 August 1978 

Lindy Boggs telephoned me on Thursday afternoon, August 17, 
to explain that because of very heavy pressures and other commitments, 
she had decided to tender her resignation as a Regent of the Smithsonian 
Institution. Her letter to the Speaker of the House as it appeared in the 
Congressional Record on August 17, 1978, is enclosed. 

As we all know, Lindy has made a very special contribution to the 
Institution and the nation . Her unfailing wisdom and integrity, her 
strong participation in the business of the Regents and her personal 
charm served the Institution well at an important time in its history. 
For my part, I can only hope that when her scheduled obligations are 
lightened somewhat, the Institution may benefi t from her possible re­
a ppointment by the Speaker. 

The Speaker of the House has named Representative Leo J. Ryan of 
California to fill the vacancy on the Board. The announcement of the 
appointment as it appeared in the Congressional Record, plus a brief 
biography of Mr. Ryan is also enclosed. I hope that we will have an 
opportunity to welcome Mr. Ryan at the Chancellor's dinner. 

With kind regards. 

,~ours, 

~ 
S. Dillon Ripley 
Secretary 

Enclosures 



RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
BOARD OF REGENTS TO SMITH­
SONIAN INSTITUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before 
the House the following resignation as a 
member of the Board of Regents to the 
Smith~ian Institution: 

HoU5l!! CIP REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wa&hf1tgto1t, D.C. 

DuB MR. SPEI.JtzJl: As I have discussed 
with yvu. and should l1ke to tender my resig­
nation as a congressional regent of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

I am most grateful to you for allowing me 
the privilege of serving as a regent. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and hope 
that I have represented the House dUlgently 
and energe~lcal!y . 

Any criticism of the former relationship 
between the 1n.stltutlon and the Congress has 
hopefully been removed by the newly acti­
vated clO6e association among the regents, 
the staff and the appropriate congressional 
committees .. 

All of the regents are devoted citizens and 
highly Interesting personalltlea. I especially 
enjoyed my work with J'udge Higginbotham 
on the African Museum. 

Thank you very mUCh, Mr. Speaker, for 
this exciting experience. 

Warmest best wishes. 
SIncerely, 

LDmT. 
Also, Mr. Speaker, I should report to you 

on the splendid arrangements initiated by 
Dorothy Rosenberg of the SmIthsonian and 
J'an Schoonmaker, my chief legislative assist­
ant, for coordination and cooperation among 
staff members at the Smithsonian and those 
appointed by the House and Senate regents. 
TIlelr work has been most valuable. 

LnmT. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation wm be ac­
cepted. 

There was no objection. 

,.. .• ' , 'J 

( 

• 

August 17, 1978 

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER OF 
BOARD OF REGENTS TO SMITH­
SONIAN INSTITUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant 
to the provision of 20 U.S.C .• 2, 43; and 
without objection, the Chair appoints as 
a member of the board of regents to the 
Smithsonian Institution the gentleman 
from -CalifOrnia, Mr. RYAN, to fill the 
existing vacancy thereon. 

There was no objection. 
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Rep. Leo J. Ryan (0) Elected 1912; b. May 5, 1925, Lincoln, Neb.; 
home, South San Francisco; Creighton U., 8 .S. 1949, M.S. 1951. 

Career High school principal, superintendent, and teacher; So. San 
Fran. City Cncl, 1956--62, Mayor, 1962; Cal. Assembly, 1962-12. 

Offices 137 CH08, 202-225-3531. Also 181 2d Ave., Suite 400, San 
Mateo 94401 , 415-348-1973. . 

CommIttees Government Operations (10th). Subcommittees: Environ­
ment, Energy and Natural Resources (Chairman); Government Infor­
mation and Individual Rights. 

International Relations (13th). Subcommittees: International Operations; 
International Organizations. 

Post Office and CMI Service (17th). Subcommittees: Census and Population; Postal Operations 
and Services. 

ELE\,FNTH DJSTRJCT. - SA" MATEO COU"TY: The rltl es of Relmont. Rri,ban e. Burlingame. Colma, 
Dal,' Cit,.. El <i ranaon. F oster Cit,.. H aH Moon Ra,.. Hill 'horou ~h. M illhrap • Mon tara. Moss Beneh, 
Pacifi c-n. Sail B ru no, San Carlos, Snn 11at f'(), ann South San Frnn ci<;j<,o; and most of R~dwood City, 
u rept th e Emerald Lake area which is in t he Twelfth Dist rict. Population (1970), 464 ,287. 

LEO J. RYAK, Democrat, of Belm ont ; born in Lin coln , N ebr., Ma~' 5, 1925: 
M .S., Creighton lIni \"ers it~·, 19.'j l ; enl i ~ted in U .S. Na\'~', 1943, sen 'ed in sub­
m arine sen'ice; t eacher: school a dmini str:1tor ; appointed t o South San F ran ­
cisco R ecreation Commi~~ion: elected city councilman and served as m a yor; 
authored book entitled "Un derstanding Californin Governm ent and P olit'ics" 
also edited th e book "The US A: From Where We Stand": elected t o Cali forni a 
State Assemhh', 1962; elected t o the 93d Congress, Kovember 7, 1972; reelected 
t o each succeedi ng Congress . 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WA S HINGTON 

September 6, 1978 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MI KE BERMAN !/\l,}U 
RE : Open Meetings of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 

For a number of years there have been requests by the media, principally the 
Washington Star and Washington Post, but others as well, that meetings of 
the Board of Regents be open to the public. Current Board policy is to 
have closed meetings followed by briefings for the press. - The House Appro­
priations Committee and the Senate Appropriations subcommittee have both 
recommended that the Board hold public meetings. As of the last meeting 
of the Board copies of the agenda and the minutes are being made available 
to the relevant congressional committees. 

There is no legal requirement that the Board hold public meetings. But for 
the past year the Board has had its meeting access policy under review and 
there is a great deal of pressure from the press fo r a decision. It is 
likely that the Board will take action at its next meeting on September 25th. 

The Executive Committee of the Board (in the current instance thief Justice 
Burger and Jim Webb) has recommended to the Board that it continue its policy 
of closed meetings. I do not believe that th i s decision will be well received 
either by the media or the Congress . 

The principal argument against open meetings, as contained in the recommendation 
=of -=:the-.Executive --G.ommi-tt ee.,---i_s _that .be-cause :of the heavy responsibilities they 
carry -and because a majority of -the Regents live outside of Washington, the 
Board members don't have time for conversations with the staff or each other 
before the meetings. Thus, they depend on written materials and must use the 
meetings for frank exchanges required for sound decision making. 

While that description of the involvement of the average Regent is accurate, 
it strikes me as a little weak to argue that the meetings should be closed 
because the Regents are too busy to do their jobs properly. 
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Page Two 

Having attended a number of Regents meetings as well as one executive 
committee meeting plus a number of meetings with other Regent's staff 
members, I am hard pressed to understand what they are trying to protect. 
There are agenda items which should be handled in executive session such 
as personnel matters, discussion of lawsuits, certain acquisitions, etc., 
but much of the discussion could be handles in public. Of the sixteen 
item agenda adopted for the September 25th meeting, there may be three 
items which should be considered in executive session. 

Much of the argument strikes me as being very similar to that which went 
on when the decision was made to open up certain congressional committee 
sessions. Most of the time anyone attending these meetings would be 
bored to tears. Frankly, I sometimes wonder if part of the reason for 
opposing op~n meetings is the fact that there would not be sufficient 
room to hold open meetings in the current baronial conference room ~ in 
which the meetings are held. 

Since you will undoubtedly not attend the meeting~ you may wonder why 
you should have any interest in this issue. I think there are several 
reasons. 

1. You are a Regent by law and that carries with it some respon­
sibility to pay attention to the Institution. The proposed policy is 
questionable and is certainly not consistent with current attitudes 
about the public right to know. 

2. If this decision is made against openness, as it undoubtedly 
will . be made, there could be some flap and you could get press inquiries 
about your position. I have little doubt that the Star and Post will do 
something with this. We obviously could put out a statement that you . 
hadn't been able to attend the meeting and hadn't con~idered the issue. 
That is rather lame but any flap media wise probably won't go beyond 
the Washington papers and the New York Times, unless other journalists 
get interested. 

~. ~ - .' ~ . .:.:":....:..-- ---. - ':-- - -~---

3. I might get asked about your posltion on the issue but can 
easily finesse it. 

4. I would guess that some members of Congress are going to be 
upset with the decision but their number is probably limited. 



Page Three 

You have several options: 

Do absolutely nothing and finesse any inquiries after the 
decision is made. 

Write to Chancellor (Burger) suggesting your concern about 
this issue and proposing access with limitations. 

let me check with some of the other staff people including 
that of the Chief Justice (with whom I get along pretty well) 
and see if anyone else is uncomfortable with this issue and 
then decide on a letter. 



Sept 'ember 2, t 19 78 

MEMO TO THE VICE PRES I DENT 

FROM: MIK! BERMAN 

RE : Smithsonian Board of Regents 

Recently I sent you a memorandum relative to the issue 
of open meetings of the Board -- t h is matter came up 
for a rather vigorous ' iscussion at t he Board meeting 
based nn a recommendation by t he executive conun ittee 
t ha t the current policy be continued . Cureent policy 
is tABt all meetings willibe closed, that cop i es of 
minute s will be sent to selected members of Congress, 
and t hat the press would be briefed after each meeting. 

Th is position is strongly supported by t he Chief Justice, 
who, acting as Clancellor, has made it quite clear t hat 
he would no longer participate as a Board member if t le 
meetings were open . He was not at this meeting, but h i s 
position was annunciated for h i m, and it is quite well 
known to Board members. 

\ 

\ ' Senator Jackson and Congressman Ryan, both Congressional '" 
Regents t voiced obj ections to t he pol icy , and \'1ere recommend- '\ 
ing a policy which would have both closed and open sessions, 
f ollowed by executive sessions for matters whi ch required 
private distlussion, such as personnel matters, handling o,f 
law sui ts, negotiations for acqqaiitlinns , etc. at or Con- , 
gressional members were for closirlgmmetings , and t he privat1e 
sector mem.be rs tended to be for closed meet i ngs . Because 
t he acting c ai r man, Jim Webb wanted unanimous agreement 

I, \ on t he motion, the matter was put off until t he January '\ 
meeting, with the r ecommendation t hat a small commi ttee of 
Regents be designated by t he Chance l~or to come up wi t h 
alternatives t hat might be more generally palatabl e . 

'oj 
j 

;. 
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SMITHSOKIAN L"" STITUTIOK 

Mrshl"ytfm. IJ. C !(}S6() 
USA. 

March 3, 1978 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

information: 

82766 

Members of the Board of Regents, 
Smithsonian Institution 

S. Dillon Ripley, Secretary ~~.~ fC. . 
'1~ . . ~ 

~ 

The following is transmitted to you for your 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE March 2, 1978 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE VlCE 
PRESIDENT 

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice Pre si­
dent, pursuant to title XX, United States 
Code, sections 42 and 43, appoints the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. Robert 
B. Morgan) to the Board of Regents of the 
Smi thsonian Ins titut ion, in lieu of the 
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. Pell), 
resigned. 



s~nTHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

Uilsizll0' tlJ1/ • .lI. C P(}56'(} 
as-A. 

Honorable Walter F. Mondale 
Pre sident of the Senate 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Mr. President: 

February 17, 1978 

As you know, the composition of the Board of Regents 
of the Smithsonian Institution is designated in Title 20 of the 
United States Code, Sections 42 and 43, an excerpt of which is 
enclosed. 

On February 9, 1978, Senator Claiborne Pell reluc­
tantly submitted his resignation from the Board because of his 
election to the Chairmanship of the Senate Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

It is respectfully requested that a new Senatorial Regent 
be appointed in order to maintain the complement of Senatorial 
Regents on the Board. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

S. Dillon Ripley 
Secretary 



TITLE 2p.-EDUCATION Pale 5088 

R.s. 15579 was am~nded by Act Feb. 27. 1877. by 
changing the words "Pat.ent Office" to the ... ord "Pat.ents" 
and was further amendN b) Act . Mar. 12 . by altcrWs the 
aectlon 50 as to re:\d :l.S ~et forth hcre; omlttlng U,ercfrom 
the Commissioner oC Patents and the Go,·t-rnor of Ule 
District of Columbia. the latter office having been abol­
IshN; and omitting also the provision tor honorary 
members. 

SECTION REFEIUlrD TO IN OrHEII SEC'nONS 

Thla section 15 referred to In sections 57. 67 of thts tltle. 

• C2. ne~ents. 

The business of the Institution shall be conducted 
at the city of Washington by a Board of Regents, 
named the Regents of the Smithsonian Illstitution. 
to be composed of the Vice President. the Chief Jus­
tice of the United St.ates, three Members of the 
Senate. three Members of the House of Representa­
tives. and nine other perSOllS, other than l\.~embcrs 
of Congress. two of whom shall be rcsident in the 
city of Washington, and seven of whom shall be 
inhabitants of some SLate. but no two of them of 
i,he same State. (R.S. ~ 5580; Mar. 12. 1894. ch. 36. 
28 Stat. 41; Dec. 15. 1970. Pub. L. 91-551. j l(a). 84 
Stat. 1439'> 

DERIVATION 

Acta Aug. 10. 1846, CII . 178, 13, 9 Stat. 103; Jan. 10, 
J865, ch . 11. 13 Stat. 420; Mar. 20. 1871 , ch . 1. 17 Stat. 1. 

CoIlInCATrON 

Act Mar. 12. 1894. struck out after "the Chief Ju~t1ce 
ot the United St:ltcs." the words "The GO\'ernor of the 
District of Columbia." the latter office having been 
abol1shecl by Act June 20. 1874. ch. 337, I 1. 18 Stat. 
U6. 

AurNDMENTS 

197o-Pub. L. 91-551 authorized three additional per­
sons on the Board of Regents. 

Caoss RET£aI:NCES 

National Zoologica l Park. administration by Regents 
ot Smithsonian Institution. see aectlon 81 of thl' 
title. 

SECTION RITE1l1U:D TO IN OrHEII SECTIONS 

This section Is referred to In sections 57. 67 of thl' title. 

143. Same; appointment; terms of (jfficc; ,·acancies. 

The regent.s to be selected shall be .appointed as 
follows: The Members of the Senate by the Presi­
dent thereof; the :\lembers of the House by the 
Speaker Ulercof ; and the nine other persor.s by jOint 
resolution of the Congress. The Members of the 
House so appointed shall serve for t.he term of two 
years; Rnd on every alternate fourth Wednesday of 
December a like number shall be appoint~d in the 
same manner to sen'e until the fourth \Vedncsday 
in December in the second year succeeding their 
appointment. The Senators so appointed shall serve 
during the term for which they shalI hold, \\ithout 
reelection, their otr:ce as Senators. Vacancies, occa­
sIoned by death. resib'nation, or othenl'i5e, shall be 
filled as vacancies in committees are filled . The reO'­
ular term of sen'ice for the other nine membe;s 
shall be six years : and ne\\' elections thereof shall 
be made by joint re~oll\tiol1S of Com;re!'s. Vacancies 
occasioned by death. r('.~ i[,.'11ation, or otll('rwi.~c may 
be filled in like manner I.;y joint re!'olution of Co.n­
~ess. m.s. § 5581: Dec. 15. 1970, Pub. L. 91-551, 11 
(b). <C), B-1 SUt. 1HO'> 

DEltIVAnON 

Act Aug: 10, 1846. ch. 178. I 3, "Stnt. 103. 

AMENDMENTS 
197G-Pub. L. 91-551 authorized the appolntmt!nt or 

three addlUonal members of the Board by Joint relOluUon 
of the Congress. 

SECl'ION Rl:J'D.AEl) TO IN OrHDl SEC'nONS 

This aectlon 18 referred to In sections 57, e7 0: this title. 

§ C4. Same; organization. 

The Board of Regents shall meet in the city of 
Washington and elect one of their number as ch:Ul­
celIor. who shall be the presiding officcr of the Board 
of Regents, and called the chancelIor of the Smith­
sonian Institution, and a suitable person as 
secretary of the institution. who shall also be the 
secretary of the Board of Regents. The board ~hall 
also elect three of their own body as an executive 
committee. and shall fix the time for the regular 
meetings of the board; and, on application of any 
three of the regents to the secret.ary of the Institu­
tion. it shall be his duLy to appoint a special meet­
ing of the Board of Regents. of which he shall gi\'e 
notice. by letter. to each of the members: and. ' at 
any meeting of the board. eight shall constitute a 
quorum to do business. Each member of the board 
shall be paid his necessary traveling and other actual 

. expenses in attending meetings of the board, v,'hich 
shall be audited by the executive committee. and 
recorded by the secretary of the board; but his serv­
ice as Re-gcnt shall be gratuitous. (R.S. ~ 5582; Dec. 
15. 1970. Pub. L. 91-551, § l<d). 84 Stat. 1440.) 

DDtIVATION 

Act Aug. 10. 1846. ch. 178, f 3, 9 Stat. 103. 

A:J4ENDMENTS 
197G-Pub: L . 91-551 Illcrca~ed the number of members 

required to .constltut.e a quorum. from fh'e to eight. 

SECnON REi'ERIlED TO IN OrREll S=or-os 
This section Is referred to In acctlon 57, 67 of this title. 

§ 45. Special meetings of members. 

The members of the InstitUtion may hold stated 
and special meetings. for the supervision of the 
affairs of the institution and the ad\'ice and Instruc­
tion of the Board of Regents, to be called in the 
manner provided for in the by-laws of the Institu­
tion, at which the Presidcnt , and in his absence the 
Vice President. shall preside. (R. S . § 5585.> 

DEltIVATION 

Act Aug. 10. 1848, ch . 178. § 8. 9 Stst. 103. 

SECTION RO'ERREl) TO IN OrHER Src.-nONS 
This section Is referred to In f>ectlollS 57. 67 of this title. 

§ 46. Duties of secr<,Iary. 
The secretary of the Board of Regents shall take 

charge of the buildin~ and property of the institu­
tion. and shall. under thcir d irection. m :lke a fail' and 
accurate record of all their pl'oeeedim;s, to be pre­
served ill the institution until no longer needed in 
conducting- current business; and shall also dis­
ch:l.r:;e thc duties of librarian and of keeper of the 
museum. and may, with the consent of the Board oC 
Regents, employ aSSistants. (R, S. § 5583; Oct. ::3. 
1951. ch. 562. § 2 14).65 Stat. 639 . ) 

DERIVATION 

Act Aug. 10, 1846. ch. 178. § 7. 9 Stat. 105. 

AMENDMC:N'TS 

U151-Act Oct. 25,1951, Inserted "until no longer nerdrd 
In conductlnl: current business". 
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SMITHSOKI.A.c'f INSTITUTION 

ffaSJu7!9'ton, IJ. C P(JS(}(J 
as-A. 

Mr. Peter N. Kyros 
Deputy Counsel 
Office of the Vice Pre sident 
280 Old Executive Office Building 
17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, 

Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 20501 

?~ 
De a r lY'tr';--K-¥r...Q.~: 

February 27, 1978 

Your interest in com.ing to the meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Regents on Saturday, February 18, 
was sincerely appreciated. 

I believe that plans to assure closer communication 
with the office of the Vice Pre sident will be of great value to 

the Smithsonian. 

With kinde st regards, 

S. Dillon Ripley 
Secretary 



SMITHSON"IAN INSTITUTION" 

Mr. Michael S. Berman 

%.rJl!l~ton • .lJ. C PfJ.f6fJ 
aSA. 

Counsel and Deputy Chief of Staff 
Office of the Vice Pre sident 
280 Old Executive Office Building 
17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, 

Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 20501 

Dear Mr. Berman: 

February 24, 1978 

I want to thank you for giving so generously of your 
time last Saturday to attend the meeting of the Executive Com­
mittee of the Board of Regents. Your personal interest, I am 
sure, will be of great importance to the Vice President in gaining 
more knowledge about our organization. 

We are currently devising a liaison system which will 
keep you apprised of Smithsonian activities, and my office will 
be in touch with you soon. 

Let me again convey to you my appreciation for your 
interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ 
S. Dillon Ripley I \ 

Secretary 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

February 21, 1978 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM : Mike Berman 
Peter N. Kyros, Jr. 

RE : Smithsonian 

On Saturday, we attended the Smithsonian Board of 
Regents meeting to discuss the House Appropriations Com­
mi ttee' s Report. 

Essentially, the House Report echoes the criticisms 
made last fall in the GAO report commissioned by the author­
izing committees, although this new report does focus more 
intensely on the relationship between the Secretary and the 
Board of Regents, suggesting that the Regents need to exercise 
more supervision over the daily activities of the Institution. 

We do not believe that, at this point, any special 
activity on your part is warranted. The House Report does 
not contain any material which will reflect negatively on 
you. However, we do believe that you should attend at least 
one Regents meeting a year ; since it is likely that the 
Regents will meet more frequently in the future, this goal 
should not be difficult to accommodate. 

Sid Yates is holding a hearing on the report this 
week, and Dillon Ripley is under instructions from the Board 
of Regents to be "compliant" with the Congress. For the 
most part, the abuses revealed in the House Report are on their 
way to being corrected, and the Board of Regents appears to 
have become much more sensitive to the need to be responsive 
to Congress. 

Peter will attend the House hearings this week and 
keep you posted on the results. 

'J 
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