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. O'fvrh,1\ t'j pwttv* tu 

BE ALF OF THE HONO RAR Y PRESIDENT 

OF nil S GRAY I I Y • MANY Or----'tf}1::l ...... WHO HAVE MeT I N RECE~f ~IOlqTH5 

\K/lfH PRESIDOlT CARTER AND OTW:J GOVER NHE I~r OFFICIALs -- HAVE SAIu-

DIFFICULT DECISION, ALL OF TO HEAR UR CASE; I DEEPLY ' 

APPRECIATE T NING TO BRING THAT 

MESSAGE TO T HOUSE OF 

~/,~ 
THE &fOft'!' OF As WE MEET TODAY, HISTORY HOLDS ITS BREATH. 

~w--~\.~. 
FIFTY AMERICAN .HOSTAGES STILL I=ACI(3 A CLII'!~ THE LESSON OF THE 

SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN STILL WAITS TO BE DRAWN . 

HISTORY HOLDS ITS BREATH -- BUT TilE 

j-- TIII':~1 MEEXE Y~ICERTAIrn'{ I O~~F'~R fliAlq AlqX I ET'I . 

SUSPENSE CUTb I:J1i:~P~~ 
lOR \,iHAT I S AT . 

STAKE IS NO LESS THAN THE FUTURE OF FREEDOM ITSELF. 

IF THE CIVILIZED WORLD CA NN OT STA ND TOGETHER TO END THE 

TERRORISM IN TEHERAN, CAN IT EVER STA ND SECURE AT ALL? IF ONE 
;N 

NATION~Af~ SEt tTS c1 I I~ RAVAGED BY SOVIET AGGRESSION, IS ANY 

SOVEREIGN NATION TRULY SAFE FROM THAT FATE? 

~ _ . ... - ._+ . --r- ~",!: " '''7' . - - ... . - '1"-
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. '-.,[~/ - ( 11<-~ ""'- .() 
IF THE SPECIRE OrA' HUNDRED THOUSAf¥ROOPS, AND POISON . 

GAS, ~Y ~SSASSINATIONS FAILe TO ALARM ·US -- ~'IHAT\'IILL,? 
I F THE SOVIET LUNGE TOWARD THE MOST STRATEGI COIL -R ICH ~ ON 

EARTH FAILS TO UNITE US -- WHAT WILL? 

AND IF WE AND OUR ALLIES FAIL TO USE EVERY SINGLE PEACEFUL 

MEANS WE HAVE TO PRESERVE THE PEACE, WHAT HOPE IS THERE THAT PEACE 

WILL LONG BE PRESERVED AT ALL? 

WHILE HISTORY HOLDS ITS BREATH, WHILE OUR ALLIES WATCH 

FOR GUIDANCE, AMERICA HAS MOVED DECISIVELY . 

• 
. ~~Jr 

AFTER MONTHS OF RESTRAINT" AND ffiUSTRATb . NEGOTIATIONS, 
• 

THE PRESIDENT HAS IMPOSED SANCTIONS ON IRAN, AND HE HAS ASKED OUR 

ALLIES TO JOIN US. 

• 

Nv.,J~ cy 
To DELIVER A MESSAGE THAT +riLL 5TIr~d THE SOVIET UNION, 

THE PRESIDENT HAS. EMBARGOED 17 MILLIO N TONS OF GRAIN. 

V 
• HE TIGHTENED CONTROLS ON HIGH TECHNOLOGY TRADE. 

I' 

~ . 

• HE" LIM I TED So V lET F ISH I N GIN 0 U R W ATE R S. . . 
• IC~~~~~¥~~~tf~~~~ 

. " \--n.I' . 
• HE STRENGTHENED OUR NAVAL PRESENCE IN TH E INDIAN OCEAN. 

(' 

~ 
• HE INTENSIFIED DEVELOPMENT OF OUR RAPID DEPLOYMENT 

j\ 

FORCES. 

-~--•• • ~- •• - --.. • .. ... - . - •. ,.. . • ... .. ~ __ ...... .. ."~' - • -- ,. __ Of, - - . . ~ • • 't " - 0" . ..,.. •• -..-. ... ; r :" . - '" .-. - ...... -~ .... --- - ~ --'- :-" ~ ' 'f . . ... '.~" . • ----" '. rl 
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HE HAS. 

3 

.. ~~!~ 
IN THE REGION TO 

MAINTAIN THEIR OWN 

OFFERED T0..ft55 I ~ STATES 

SECURITY. 
~h-r~) 

THE ~4~iI. • HE HAS EXPLAINED TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THAT 
~ ~,'""t-t~ \I,\I ... s~G"'" r- PI~h"" '\1-+~' 

Moscm~ OLYMPICS A~~ I3LATANHOVIET BID FOR vi-MI:: -bE-6-Hi-Mtte-~ 

• 

STATES OF 

TO LET ITS 

CHARADE. 

AND HE HAS INFORMED THE SOVIET U~ION THAT THE UNITED 
~II'>' 

AMERICA -- AS THE LEADER OF THE FREE NATIONS- -- REFUSES ' 
@A\rJY'I rY 1\ 

ATHLETES BE CAST A~ IN THAT TAl-lOR Y PROPAGANDA 

I STAND BEFORE YOU TO EMPHASIZE THOSE LAST TWO POINTS 

AND TO MAKE IT ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THE QUESTION YOU ARE DECIDING 
~ 

TODAY. 

IT IS NOT A QUESTION OF WHETHER AMERICA NS WILL PARTICIPATE 

IN THE GM1ES 'I;..;;.. FOR ~HE PRESIDENT HAS DETERMINED THAT~~EY WILL NOT. 
'R ~v.,~t\~~; ~oO'\~,;.u.ht.,~ --:-f,..~,~ ~~~-tk~ 

I;(,~(JI)I~ CIt..--~ ~,.... ~ .. ' ' ".., " 1 " 
IT IS NOT A QUESTION OF WHETHER PARTICIPATION IN THE 

Moscow OLYMPICS CONFERS LEGITIMACY ON SOVIET AGGRESSION. WHEN , 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY PRINTS A MILLION HA NDBO OKS TO TELL ITS TOP 

ACTIVISTS THAT THE SUMMER GAMES MEAN WORLD RESPECT FOR SOVIET 

FOREIGN POLICY, SURELY THAT ISSUE IS BEHIND US. 

NOR IS IT A QUESTION OF WHETHER TH E SOVIETS HAVE INFUSED 

THE GAMES WITH THEIR POLITICS. 

RUBLES ARE DIVERTED TO THE GAMES 

WHEN BILLIONS AND BILLIONs OF 
80Vd cI~<" 

FRO~1 ~$PERlITE gOGd , NEEDS; 

-' -- - · ·.· -.,...~r· - . . - . ... . ... . - '"'r "':: ..... ---. -1 : - .. -.-.. .. -~-- .. . . ~ 



SPEAK 

---.k1,ASS I VE I .. !E~TERN NEWS BLAeK~UT IS FLAPHlEQ; 
o..~ ./ 

ROAM THE GLOBE TO BRIBE ~ TO COME TO Moscow; WHEN 
. ~ d\~~ 

SPORTS OFFICIALS ~ITRAG~Q~SL¥"'~H~~EPOfH THE NUt'mER OF 

~1HO MIGHT 

EMISSARIES 

SOVIET 

TEAMS 

COMMITTED TO PARTICIPATING -~ SURELY, THE POLITICIZATION ISSUE, 

TOO, IS BEHIND US. 

ABOVE ALL, THE DECISION YOU WILL MAKE TODAY IS NOT A 

CHOICE BETWEEN BELIEVING THE BOYCOTT TO BE EITHER A SPORTS ISSUE, 

OR A NATIONAL SECURITY ISSUE. FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES HAS MADE IT CLEAR TO THE WORLD THAT THE OLYMPIC BOYCOTT 

IS A ELEt~ENT OF AMERICA'S O(TpRr~ -tT IS . AN UP~AP1BI8t10U~ ~ 1!!J?c. fVJ~-+tft.~\~t(~~~· 

fM& . f\. <r ,,""rr. 
~~J....~AIJF!iE~~~~~~~~~p~t'E". I TIS A KEY S TO N E I N OU R CAL L 

,\\1'"\\' ", ·1 
OU~ ALLIES FOR SOLIDARITY. 

No WORDS SPOKEN TODAY CAN BREAK THAT LINK BETWEEN AMERICA'S 

POWER TO CHECK AGGRESSION, AND AMERICA'S CALL FOR AN OLYMPIC 

BOYCOTT. YOUR VOTE IS A TEST OF OUR WILL, OUR CONFIDENCE, OUR . 

VALUES, AND OUR POWER TO KEEP THE PEACE THROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS. 

IT IS NOT A PARTISAN ISSUE -- FOR BOTH POLITICAL PARTIES 

RESOUNDINGLY SUPPORTED THE PRESIDENT'S ACTION IN CONGRESS .. IT IS o,., · 

Nol AN E[EtIIoN- YEAR ISSU~ FO~ ALL MAJOR PRESIDE NTIAL CANDIDAiES 

~UPPORT TilE BOYCefi. I TIS NOT A PAROCH I f\L ISSUE -- FOR THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE OVERWHELMINGLY AG REE THAT WE MUST NOT GO TO Moscow. 
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AND IT IS NOT JUST A NATIONAL ISSUE -- FOR CITIZENS AND 

GOVERNMENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD JsiHi<S;-Ok"i ~~E OF DELE6ATE~ "x' 
~ ~ \..."r~" .. --u 

FOR QIRECTIO~. FROM HIS EXI~E IN GOR KY'ATHE FATHER OF THE 

RUSSIAN H-BOMB- ~ALLS ON AMERICA TO LEAD A UNITED INTERNATIONAL 
f\ 

BOYCOTT. FROf'" LONDON TO EOI'm TO STRASBOURG TO r~ELBOURNE, ~ 
~ ~~~~~ 

50 NATIONS AWAIT rc SIGNAL TO JOI N US -- AND SC~S OF ClTMER SO 

REA9¥' TO JOIN THE FIFTY. 

ATHLETES AND SPORTS ORGANIZATIO NS AND NATIONAL BODIES 

~~d~t:~~ AROUND THE ~~ORLD ARE ~q ~Om~A(;t: TO MOBI L I ZE THE IR 

COMMITMENT -- AND FOR GOOD REASON. TODAY VIRTUALLY EVERY INDUSTRIAL 
~~ 

NAT I ON ON EARTH IS ';1-10(;10 N8t"'r DEPENDENT ON PERS I AN GULF 0 I L . 

How CAN WE CONVINCE THE SOVIETS NOT -TO THREATEN THE GULF, IF YOU 

DEAL A BLOW TO OUR DETERRENT? How CAN OUR GOVER NM ENT SEND A 

MESSAGE TO Moscow, IF TOMORROW'S PRAV DA BRAGS THAT YOU HAVE 

REPUDIATED IT? How CAN OUR PRESID ENT CONVINCE OUR ALLIES TO 

IMPOSE SANCTIONS ON IRAN, IF YOU TUR N YOUR BACK ON OUR PRESIDENT? 

IT IS FITTING THAT THE SA ME ANCIENT NATIO N THAT GAVE US 

THE OLYMPICS ALSO GAVE US DEMOCRACY FOR YOUR DECISION 

TRULY A REFERENDUM ON FREEDOM. 

AND THUS IT IS 

1k- ATHLETE S YOU REPRESENT ~1AY HAVE BEEN BORN A FULL GENERATION AFTER 

THE BERLIN OLYMPICS. BUT AS OUR ATHLETES' MENTO RS AND TEACHERS, 

YOU BEAR THE RESPON SIBILITY OF LINKI NG THAT HISTORY TO THEIR DUTY. 

_. _ _ ~ "' •• _ •••• ,..~...--.. , . • ,. _ .. _ .,- .. ... . . _. .,. .. . ..--,,. ,_: ... __ : _ "! -. . - _,, ___ ,-,, :,:y-.. .... - _ .,.._. ~ ". .. _____ . .... ., ~ .. ... ......... - -._ . .. . .. 'o r 
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FOR THE STORY OF HITLER'S RISE IS MORE THA~ AN UNSPEAKABLE TRAGEDY, 

MORE THAN A STUDY IN TYRANNY . . IT IS ALSO A CHRONICLE OF THE 
~ 

SEE WORLD'S FAILURE -- OF ~ORTUNITIES ~SEIZED, AGGRESSION 

~QPPOSED' ~ APPEA SE MENT ?CONDEt"lN ED. 

By THE FALL OF 1935, THE NAZIS HAD PASSED THE NOTORIOUS 

NUREMBURG LAWS REDUCING JEWS TO THE STATUS OF NON-PERSONS. FOR 

A HOPEFUL MOMENT, AMERICAN OPINION WAS GALVANIZED -- AND 

EDITORIALS AND AMATEUR ATHLETIC UNIO NS ACROSS THE COU NTRY URGED 

A BOYCOTT OF THE BERLIN OLYMPICS. 

AN AMERICAN MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE, 
C~A~'(- aJ ) 

ERNEST JAHNCKEI\ ~ADE . THE PLEA MOST ELOQUENTLY \1HEN HE WROTE THE. 

PRESIDENT OF THE IOC: 

"IF OUR CO MM ITTEE PERMITS THE GAMES TO BE HELD IN 

GERMANY, THERE WILL BE NOTHI NG LEFT TO DISTINGUISH · 

THE OLYMPIC IDEA FROM THE . NAZI IDEAL .... IT WILL 

TAKE YEARS TO RE-ESTABLISH THE PRESTIGE OF THE GAMES 

AND THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD . . 

SPORT WILL LOSE ITS BEAUTY AND ITS NOBILITY AND BECOME, 

AS IT HAS ALREADY BECOME IN NAZI GERMANY, AN UGLY, 

IGNOBLE AFFAIR." 

THE CALL FOR A BOYCOTT WAS REJECT ED. AND TH E REASONS 

FOR REJECTION ARE BO NE- CHILLING EVEN AC ROSS ALL TH ESE ' YEARS. 

_ _ • _ , _ _ ~" " ' 4-. ~ ~ :~ ~ • • 
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DON'T DRAG SPORTS INTO THE ARENA OF POLITICS, THEY WERE 

TOLD. Ii WILL DESTROY THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT, THEY WERE TOLD. 

IT WILL ONLY PENALIZE OUR AMERICAN ATHLETES, THEY WERE TOLD. 

SOLUTIONS TO POLITICAL PROBLEMS ARE NOT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 

SPORTING BODIES, THEY WERE TOLD. LET US TAKE OUR JEWS AND BLACKS 

TO BERLIN AND BEAT THE NAZIS, THEY WERE TOLD. IF AMERICA REFUSES 

to GO, WE WILL BE THE ONLY ONES LEFT OUT IN THE COLD, THEY WERE 

TOLD. 

SUCH REASONS PREVAILED. ONLY WEEKS AFTER AMERICAN 

ATTENDANCE WAS ASSURED, NAZI TROOPS TOOK THE RHI NELAND -- AND 

HItLER READIED GERMANY FOR THE GAMES, HIS PREPARATIONS CAST 

, UNCAN NY FORESHADO\t~S. FOR HE ~XPELLED FORE I GN JOURNAL I STS 

WHO ~ THE TRUTH ABOUT PERSECUTIOI~ , HE~ORDERED HIS 
. ~ 

VICIOUS PROPAGANDA CONCEALED FROM FOREIGN VISITORS, ,,'IE, TO~)' 

LOOKED FORWARD TO LEGITIMACY. As JOSEPH GO EBBE LS BOASTED ON THE 

EVE OF THE OLYMPICS, THE REICH EXPECTED THE GAMES "TO TURN THE 

TRICK AND CREATE A FRIENDLY WORLD ATTITUDE TOWARD NAZI POLITICAL, 

ECONOMIC, AND RACIAL AIMS," 

tJo-..%.i W~ ~ 
IT WORKED. LISTEN TO ALB ER T SPEER'S REPORT ON THE FUHRER'S 

" MOOD AS THE HAPPY SPECTATORS LEFT BERLIN: 

"HITLER WAS EXULTING OVER THE HAR MONIOUS ATMOSPHERE 

THAT PREVAILED, .... INTER NATIONAL ANI MOSITY TOWARD 

NAZI GERMANY WAS PLAINLY A THING OF THE PAST, HE ' 

THOUGHT." 
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BEFORE LONG, ·THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS WERE OPERATING BRISKLY 

AND SOON THE NIGHT CLOSED IN. 

WE ARE FAR FROM THAT TIME -- BUT NOT FROM THAT SCRIPT. 

AND LIKE EVERY AM ERICAN, I KNOW THE EXHILARATION OF 

OLYMPIC VICTORY. FEW MOMENTS IN MY LIFE MATCH THE ELECTRICITY 
~~ 

I FELT AT LAKE PLACID. AND FE~'~RT IONS CAN CO f'-1PARE TO THE 

YEARS OF SCARIFICE, PAIN, AND YEAR NING THAT YOU AND OUR ATHLETES 

. HAVE INVESTED IN THIS SUMMER. 

BUT I ALSO KNOW, AS YOU KNOW, THAT SOME GOALS SURPASS 

EVEN PERSONAL ACHIEVEME NT. To ANY YOU NG ATHLETES WHO FEEL 

SINGLED OUT FOR SUFFERI NG, I SAY, IT IS WAR THAT SING LES OUT OU R 

YOUNG FOR SUFFER i NG ~ ASK THE FAR~~ER S OF THE f~I DLA NDS I F TH EY 

HAVE SACRIFICED -- AND TH EY WILL TELL ' YOU NOT HOW TH E PRICE OF 

WHE AT HAS FALLEN, BUT HOW TH E STRENGTH OF AME RI CA HAS RI SEN . 
1\._ t .. ~. -"'Lo>",",~oW~~~~~~f&...-~p~tl.c.c( . /hi...-
I¥Y'V~~~' _ '. . .' ~ l-N-~ 

. ~ ~ ,.;t"",v.-1),. i~ 0 ....... -t..L~· . . . - . 

..\...~" J . J ~~~~. 
~'V mll..-tk~~~~\f . . 

~tJ:-h~ . __ ~ 
~~~(r.:. ..... ~ ..... !)· ""'~1'~.f..J.t~~e,aW1 . 

~~ttfIf~ .. ~ 
~ r..... . 

~ re: , .~.;..- '. 
~1r.J~~~ 



ASK I NG .e-10UR 

.~ ~IJ· 

ATHLETESj\ . HE 

RECOGNIZE THE TOLL THIS WILL TAKE ON YOU. ' BUT IF THIS HOUSE OF 

DELEGATES ACCEPTS THE UNDENIABLE NATIONAL CONSENSUS THAT OUR 

COUNTRY DOES NOT WISH TO SEND ITS A1HLETES TO Moscow, THEN ON 

BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES I ASSURE YOU THAT 

OUR NATION WILL DO EVERYTHING WITHIN ITS POWER 

HONORED 

• 

• 

THE 

OR INTERNATIONAL 

Los ANGELES GAMES: · 

A PERMANE NT SUMMER SITE 

TO HELP THE OLYMPICCO~1t'lITTEE RESTORE ITS FINANCES 

AND PROVIDE EVEN GREATER ASSISTANCE TO THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF AMATEUR SPORT: 

AND ABOVE ALL, TO RECOGNIZE THE TRUE HERbISM OF OUR 

ATHLETES WHO DO NOT GO TO Moscow. 

I AM CONVIN THIS YEAR'S OLYMPIC TE AM WILL BE 

AND ENTHUSIASM AND LOVE 

AS ANY PAST MEDAL W 

~ ; .~BELIEVE THAT THE OLYt·1PIC MOVEf\\ ENT WILL BE 

FOREVER STRENGTHEf,JED BY YOU R COU RAGE -tr AND 
Y ".,.'W ,...,,~ . y (...:tJ~~~~a.::t~""" L __ __ 

FOR -A-f LA&"( YOU vII LL HAVE -TRULY Er~~e\lrn THE 

A PRINcIPLE FROM 11 S J\IKIEWF PAS" TI!A"F No NATIO N MAY SERVE AS 

THE OLYMPIC HOST \~HILE INVADING AND SUBJUGATING ANOTHER·, ~~~ 
~~tt.. ~ ~,,~/()w(L~rr-k'''' .. :d.4)~~~N.-. · 

- '-----------.-
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10 -_ . . 1. ~I'~~~~) -

I J ;;"J. ~\ --cr - -
~ O\"""f'-<' t:1\ \ . . ',J . ... . _ . 

FORTY-F I VE YEARS AGO, \~HEN ~NEST JAII~~G-l4hAf)E II I £ .PL~ 
..5 TO KEEP AMERICAI~ AtHlEIES FROIO) GBHW TO BERLIN7 HE SAID THIS: 

t . . 
~ ~tJ -

'--:W~+1'E~~:-s~fr'tett-TItAT 'i 011 ~LACE YOUR .GREAT TALErnS 

, , IN THE SERVICE OF THE SPIRIT OF FAIR PLAY 

AND CHIVALRY ~- INSTEAD OF THE SERVICE OF BRUTALITY, 

FORCE, AND POWER.~ 

HE 

MOVEMENT: 

'f) "L!!i' lYlE BE5E(2CII yOU," He ~AIB TO TilE lOG, 

YOUR RIGHTFUL PLACE I N THE H I STORY OF THE OL Y~1P I CS ~ 

J- "L.OW~SH~~ or: 

: J<L };)E 'GOUIi~E~T al 

REMOTE PAST. 

BE CBUBE~. i'II~, II~3TEAQ OF HITbE~. · 
. whs-,..,.~ 

E(E;SGUEB tHE OL YMP I C IDEA FRat'1 THE 
. " 

You HAVE THE OPPORTU NITY TO RESCUE 
.}1 . -

IT FROM THE IMMEDIATE PRESENT AND SAFEGUARD IT 
I' 

FOR POSTERITy./I 

• 

HIS \A/ORDS FELL ON DEAF EARS ONCE -- BUT TODAY THEY REACH OUT TO 

US ACRO SS THE DECADES. HISTORY RARELY OFFERS US A SECO ND CHA NCE. 
+~\r tfK) 

IF WE FAIL TO SEIZEr HISTORY ITSELF r~AY FAIL US. 



REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT WALTER F. MONDALE 
U.S. OLYMPIC COMMITTEE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 
APRIL 12, 1980 

PRESIDENT KANE, MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES: 

As THE USOC MAKES A VERY SERIOUS DECISION AFFECTING ALL 

AMERICANS, I APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO YOU ON BEHALF 

OF THE HONORARY PRESIDENT OF THE U.S. OLYMPIC COMMITTEE THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES ~ I KNOW THAT EVERYONE IN THIS 

ROOM LOVES OUR COUNTRY. AND r SPEAK TO YOU AS PATRIOTIC FELLOW 
100+" ~F\~~S~I ~ 

AMERICANS DETERMINED TO SERVE OUR NATION'S BEST INTERESTS, 
1\ 

As WE MEE-T TODAY, -l1TSTaRY-t'te1:"JJS-rrs-BRE'"A-rH~FS-~ 
~IEI'L ~5 5~rli'LII:ILJlAl,.AN&E-: jHE LESSO N 

OF THE SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN STILL WAITS TO BE DRAWN, 

HISTORY HOLDS ITS BREAT~ -- FOR WHAT IS AT STAKE IS NO 
. ~o{~t'U-~~ . 

LESS THAN THE FUTURE QF FREEBot" IT~~L~ 

..9--tF ·l'IIE G I ¥+1::-H-&D-WBR-I::-B-E-Af'#!~~f}G-E4"I1t:R'" rd END rFlt 
~ . ~ 

___ ) -r-E-R'R-G-R..LSM ~N IEHERADJ-r-'E-A-rr-r,TVER S1'AN D S'ECt:1R£~A-r-AI:-~" I F ONE 
~ ~ ~~)~~-\ILJ. 

NATION)b RPt'o'AG'tD BY SOVIET AGGRESSION, IS ANY SOVEREIGN NATION 

TRULY SAFE FROM THAT FAT~ 

".-­
r 

.}IF A HUNDRED THOUSAND SOVIET TROOPS, AND THE BARBARIC USE 

OF POISON GAS, AND THE SPECTRE OF NIGHTLY ASSASSINATIONS FAIL TO 

ALARM US -- WHAT WILL? IF THE SOVIET LUNGE TOWARD THE MOST · 

STRATEGIC OIL-RICH POINT ON EARTH FAILS TO UNITE US -- WHAT WILL? 
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AND IF WE AND OUR ALLIES FAIL TO USE EVERY SINGLE PEACEFUL 

MEANS WE HAVE TO PRESERVE THE PEACE, WHAT HOPE IS THERE THAT PEACE 

WILL LONG BE PRESERVED AT ALL? 

WHILE HISTORY HOLDS ITS BREATH, 'rtIIILE Ol:m ALLI~S WATC~ . 
Y Fcr;...,c;""'G..,.4II~n"C";:~~-~ AMERICA HAS MOVED DECISIVELY. ~~~r~~~~ 
~~~,., if\",..4~~ . ' . . 
~(MVA~~~~J~, . . 

• AFTER OF. G NEGOT I AT IONS, 

THE PRESIDENT HAS HAS ASKED OUR 

ALLIES TO JOIN US. 

"f!'J~i V ERA 1'1 E 5 SAR T i1AT Ii,.,S ST ~mrT Ii E SOV lET Y m ~ 
,THE PRESIDENT HAS EMBA~GOED 17 MILLION TONS OF GRAIN. 

• HE HAS TIGHTENED CONTROLS ON HIGH TECHNOLOGY TRADE. 

• HE HAS LIMITED SOVIET FISHING IN OUR WATERS . 

• HE HAS RAISED OUR DEFENSE BUDGET TO UPGRADE ALL 

ASPECTS OF OUR FORCES. 

• HE HAS STRENGTHENED OUR NAvAL PRESENCE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

• HE HAS INTENSIFIED DEVELOPMENT OF OUR RAPID DEPLOYMENT 

FORCES. 
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• HE HAS OFFERED TO HELP OTHER SOVEREIGN STATES IN THE 

REGION TO MAINTAIN THEIR OWN SECURITY. 

• HE HAS EXPLAINED TO THE AMERI CAN PEOPLE THAT THE 

SOVIETS ARE BLATANTLY USING THE Moscow OLYMPICS TO LEGITIMIZE 

THEIR INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN. 

• AND HE HAS INFORMED THE SOVIET UNION THAT THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA -- AS THE LEADER OF THE WORLD'S FREE NATIONS 

REFUSES TO LET ITS ATHLETES BE CAST AS PAW NS IN THAT TAWDRY 

PROPAGANDA CHARADE. 

I STAND BEFORE YOU TO EMPHASIZE THOSE LAST TWO POINTS 

AND TO MAKE IT ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THE QUESTION YOU ARE DECIDING 

TODAY. 

IT IS NOT A QUESTION OF WHETHER AMERICANS WILL PARTICIPATE 

IN THE GAMES -- FOR THE PRESIDENT HAS DETERMINED THAT THEY WILL NOT. 

IT IS NOT A QUESTION OF WHETHER OUR TEAM WILL BE HONORED 

FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DEEPLY RESP ECT THE SACRIFICE WE ARE ASKING 

OUR ATHLETES TO MAKE. 

IT IS NOT A QUESTION OF WHETHER PARTICIPATION IN THE 

Moscow OLYMPICS CONFERS LEGITIMACY ON SOVIET AGGRESSION. ,WHEN 

THE COMMUNIS T PARTY PRINTS A MILLION HA NDBOOKS TO TELL ITS TOP 

ACTIVISTS THAT THE SUMMER GAMES MEAN WORLD RESPECT FOR SOVIET 

FOREIG N POLICY, SURELY THAT ISSUE IS BEHIND US. 

. I 
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NOR IS IT A QUESTION OF WHETHER THE SOVIETS HAVE INFUSED 

THE GAMES WITH THEIR POLITICS. WHEN BILLIONS AND BILLIONS OF 

RUBLES ARE DIVERTED TO THE GAMES FROM SOVIET DOMESTIC NEEDS; 

WHEN Moscow AND OTHER OLYMPIC CITIES ARE PURGED OF DISSIDENTS 

WHO MIGHT SPEAK OUT; WHEN SOVIET CHILDREN WHO MIGHT MEET WESTERN 

PEOPLE AND IDEAS ON THE STREETS ARE PACKED OFF TO INTERNAL EXILE; 

WHEN SOVIET EMISSARIES ROAM THE GLOBE TO BRIBE ATHLETES TO COME 

TO Moscow; WHEN SOVIET SPORTS OFFICIALS DISTORT THE NUMBER OF 

TEAMS COMMITTED TO PARTICIPATING -- SURELY, THE POLITICIZATION 

ISSUE, TOO, IS BEHIND US. 

ABOVE ALL, THE DECISION .YOU WILL MAKE TODAY IS NOT A 

CHOICE BETWEEN BELIEVING THE BOYCOTT TO BE EITHER A SPORTS ISSUE, 

OR A NATIONAL SECURITY ISSUE. FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES HAS MADE IT CLEAR TO THE WORLD THAT THE OLYMPIC BOYCOTT 

IS A GENUINE ELEMENT OF AMERICA'S RESPONSE TO THE INVASION OF 

AFGHANISTAN. IT IS AN UNAMBIGUOUS STATEMENT OF OUR NATIONAL 

RESOLVE. IT IS A KEYSTONE IN OUR CALL TO OUR ALLIES FOR SOLIDARITY. 

No WORDS SPOKEN TODAY CAN . BREAK THAT LINK BETWEEN AMERICA'S 

POWER TO CHECK AGGRESSION, AND AMERICA'S CALL FOR AN OLYMPIC 

BOYCOTT. YOUR VOTE IS A TEST OF OUR WILL, OUR CO NFIDENCE, OUR 

VALUES, AND OUR POWER TO KEEP THE PEACE TH ROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS. 
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IT IS NOT A PARTISAN ISSUE -- FOR BOTH POLITICAL PARTI~S 

RESOUNDINGLY SUPPORTED THE PRESIDENT'S ACTION IN CONGRESS. IT IS 

NOT A PAROCHIAL ISSUE -- FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE OVERWHELMINGLY 

AGREE THAT WE MUST NOT GO TO Moscow . . 

AND IT IS NOT JUST A NATIONAL ISSUE -- FOR CITIZENS AND 

GOVERNMENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD SHARE OUR JUDGMENT. FROM HIS 

EXILE IN GORKY, ANDREI SAKHAROV -- THE FATHER OF THE RUSSIAN 

H-BOMB -- CALLS ON AMERICA TO LEAD A UNITED INTERNATIONAL BOYCOTT. 

FROM LONDON TO BONN TO STRASBOURG TO MELBOURNE, 50 NATIONS AWAIT 

YOUR SIGNAL TO JOIN US 

THE FIFTY. 

AND MANY MORE ARE PREPARED . TO JOIN 

ATHLETES AND SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS AND NATIONAL BODIES 

AROUND THE WORLD ARE READY TO MOBILIZE THEIR COMMITMENT -- AND 

FOR GOOD REASON. TODAY VI RTUALL Y EVERY I NDUSTR I AL ::ll ON ON EARTH 

IS DANGEROUSLY DEPENDENT ON PERSIAN GULF OIL. HOW~ ' WE CONVINCE 

THE SOVIETS NOT TO THREATEN THE GULF, IF YOU DEA~A BLOW TO OUR 
~ . 

DETERRENT? How ~ OUR GOVERNMENT SE ND A ~1 ESSAGE TO Moscow, 

IF TOMORROW'S PRAVDA BRAGS THAT YOU HAVE REPUDIATED IT? How ~ 
OUR PR ESIDENT CONVINCE OUR ALLIES TO IMPO SE SANCTIO NS ON IRAN, 

I F YOU TUR t YOUR BACK O'N OUR PRES I DE NT? 

IT IS FITTING THAT TH E SAME ANC IE NT NATION THAT GAVE US 

THE OLYMPICS AL SO GAVE US DEMOCRACY -- FO R YOUR DECISIO N HERE IS 

TRULY A REFERENDU M ON FREEDOM. 

. I 
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AND THUS IT IS ALSO A REFERENDUM ON AMERICA'S CHARACTER 

AND FUNDAMENTAL VALUES. THE ATHLETES YOU REPRESENT MAY HAVE BEEN 

BORN A FULL GENERATION AFTER THE BERLIN OLYMPICS. BUT AS OUR 

ATHLETES' tv1ENTORS
J 

MW T~ACHEe~ YOU BEAR THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 

LINKING THAT HISTORY TO THEIR DUTY. FOR THE STORY OF HITLER'S 

RISE IS MORE THAN AN UNSPEAKABLE TRAGEDY, MORE THAN A STUDY IN 

TYRANNY. IT IS ALSO A CHRONICLE OF THE FREE WORLD'S FAILURE -­

OF OPPORTUNITIES NOT SEIZED, AGGRESSION NOT ~OPPOSED, APPEASEMENT 

NOT CONDEMNED. f\ 

By THE FALL OF 1935, THE NAZIS HAD PASSED THE NOTORIOUS 

NUREMBURG LAWS REDUCING JEWS TO THE STATUS OF NON-PERSONS. FOR 

A HOPEFUL MOMENT~ AMERICAN OPINiON WAS GALVANIZED -- AND 

EDITORIALS AND AMATEUR ATHLETIC UNIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY URGED 

A BOYCOTT OF THE BERLIN OLYMPICS. 

AN AMERICAN MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE, 

ERNEST JAHNCKE [JANK-EE], MADE THE PLEA MOST ELOQUENTLY WHEN HE 

WROTE THE PRESIDENT OF THE 10C: 

UIF OUR COMMITTEE PERMITS THE GAMES TO BE HELD IN 

GERMANY, THERE WILL BE NOTHING LEFT TO DISTINGUISH 

THE OLYMPIC IDEA FROM THE NAZI IDEAL .... IT WILL 

TAKE YEARS TO RE-ESTABLISH THE PRESTIGE OF THE GAMES 

AND THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD. · 

SPORT WILL LOSE ITS BEAUTY AND ITS NOBILITY AND BECOME, 

AS IT HAS ALREADY BECOME IN NAZI GERMANY, AN UGLY, 

IGNOBLE AFFAIR.u 
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THE CALL FOR A BOYCOTT WAS REJECTED. AND THE REASONS 

FOR REJECTION ARE BONE~CHILLING -- EVEN ACROSS ALL THESE YEARS. 

DON'T DRAG SPORTS INTO THE ARENA OF POLITICS, THEY WERE 

TOLD. IT WILL DESTROY THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT, THEY WERE TOLD. 

IT WILL ONLY PENALIZE OUR AMERICAN ATHLETES, THEY WERE TOLD. 

SOLUTIONS TO POLITICAL PROBLEMS ARE NOT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 

SPORTING BODIES, THEY WERE TOLD. LET US TAKE OUR JEWS AND BLACKS 

TO BERLIN AND BEAT THE NAZIS, THEY WERE TOLD. IF AMERICA REFUSES 

TO GO, WE WILL BE THE ONLY ONES LEFT OUT IN THE COLD, THEY WERE 

TOLD. 

. 
SUCH REASONS PREVAILED. ONLY WEEKS AFTER AMERICAN 

ATTENDANCE WAS ASSURED, NAZI TROOPS TOO K THE RHINELAND-- AND 

HITLER READIED GERMANY FOR THE GAMES. HIS PREPARATIONS CAST 

UNCANNY FORESHADOWS. FOR HE EXPELLED FOREIG N JOURNALISTS WHO 

TOLD THE TRUTH ABOUT ·PERSECUTION. HE ORDERED HIS VICIOUS 

PROPAGANDA CONCEALED FROM FOREIGN VISITORS. AND HE, TOO, 

LOOKED FORWARD TO LEGITIMACY. As JOSEPH GOEBBELS BOASTED ON THE 

EVE OF THE OLYMPICS, THE REICH EXPECTED THE GAMES u TO TURN THE 

TRICK AND CREATE A FRIENDLY WORLD ATT ITUDE TOWARD NAZI POLITICAL, 

ECONOMIC, AND RACIAL AIMS.u . 

IT WORKED.ALISTEN TO NAZI WAR MINISTER ALBERT SPEER'S 

ON THE FUHRER'S MOOD AS THE HAPPY SPECTATORS LEFT ,BERLIN: 

'~"'-r,w,~h. . 
~~~~,~ .~ 
~(J~' . 
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"HITLER WAS EXULTING OVER THE HARMONIOUS ATMOSPHERE 

THAT PREVA I LED. . . . I NTERNAT IONAL AN IMOS I TY TOWARD 

NAZI GERMANY WAS PLAINLY A THING OF THE PAST, HE 

THOUGHT." 

BEFORE LONG, THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS WERE OPERATING BRISKLY -­

AND SOON THE NIGHT CLOSED IN. 

WE ARE FAR FROM THAT TIME -- BUT NOT FROM THAT SCRIPT. 

LIKE YOU, I UNDERSTAND THE IDEALS OF SPORT -- FOR 

SPORTS MAN SHIP IS SYNONYMOUS WITH FAIR PLAY. ' LIKE YO~, I AM IN 

AWE OF THE OLYMPI'C TRADITION -- STRETCHING OVER CENTURIES, 

REACHI NG OUT ACROSS CULTURES. 

AND LIKE EVERY AMERICAN, I ' KNOW THE EXHILARATION OF 

OLYMPIC VICTORY. FEW MOMENTS IN MY LIFE MATCH THE ELECTRICITY 

I FELT AT LAKE PLACID. AND FEW HUMAN EXPERIENCES CAN COMPARE TO 

THE YEARS OF SCARIFICE, PAIN, AND YEARNING THAT YOU AND OUR ATHLETES 

HAVE INVESTED IN THIS SUMMER. 

BUT I ALSO KNOW, AS YOU KNOW, THAT SOME GOALS SURPASS 

EVEN PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT. - To ANY YOU NG ATHLETES WHO FEEL 

SINGLED OUT FOR SUFFERING, I SAY, IT IS WAR THAT SINGLES OUT OUR 

YOUNG FOR SUFFERING. 
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ASK THE FARMERS OF THE MIDLANDS IF THEY HAVE SACRIFICED 

AND THEY WILL TELL YOU NOT HOW THE PRICE OF WHEAT HAS FALLEN, 

BUT HOW THE STRENGTH OF AMERICA HAS RISEN. ASK THE WORKERS IN 

THE STEEL AND ALUMINIUM INDUSTRIES IF THEY HAVE SACRIFICED. ASK 

THE COMPUTER COMPANIES WHOSE PRODUCTS HAVE BEEN EMBARGOED. ASK 

THE BUSINESSES WHOSE YEARS OF PLANNING HAVE COME UNDONE. ASK 

THE YOUNG SAILORS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN TASK FORCE. ASK THE AMERICAN 

FAMILIES WHOSE TAXES SUPPORT OUR DEFENSE BUDGET. ASK THE AFGHANI 

ATHLETE . WHO FACES THE SOVIETS NOT ON A FIELD IN Moscow, BUT AS A 

RESISTANCE FIGHTER IN KABUL. 

WE RECOGNIZE THE ENORMOUS PRICE WE ARE ASKIN~ OUR ATHLETES 
.D'~~~"~l("HdI'4h~ tt-a-' . 

TO PAY . . WE RECOGN I ZE TH~ T ~III 3 HI LL I ARE Ol't-YO~ BUT IF TH I S 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES ACCEPTS THE U~DENIABLE NATIONAL CONSENSUS THAT 

OUR COUNTRY DOES NOT WISH TO SEND ITS ATHLETES TO Moscow, THEN 

ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES I ASSURE YOU THAT 

OUR NATION WILL DO EVERYTHING WITHIN ITS POWER 

• 

• 

TO HELP THE OLYMPIC COMMITTEE RESTORE ITS FINANCES 

AND PROVIDE EVEN GREATER ASSISTANCE TO THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF AMATEUR SPORT; 

AND ABOVE ALL, TO RECOGNIZE THE TRUE HEROISM OF OUR 

ATHLETES WHO DO NOT GO TO Moscow. 



, . 
t,dJ. 

~ ·.ul.(.O~ I l~_b_"vk~~~~laC~/(rJ._fdt~ 
CD Uj, ~ ~ ~~ ~.twr'\-~-~~ ~~..w-A.t~, 'h f"Y'\ . 

/ ~~~-W\ ~~~~~ . . ,~() . 

~I BELIEVE THAT THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT WILL BE FOREVER 

STRENGTHENED BY YOUR COURAGE. -- AN" "fIlEIR5 rT~Ar¥ . ~ you . 
WILL HAVE RESTORED TO THE MODERN OLYMPICS THE ANCIENT "TRUCE 
~ 

OF THE GODS;fJyt No NATION MAY SERVE AS THE OLYMPIC HOST WHILE 

INVADING AND SUBJUGATING ANOTHER: THAT WAS THE RULE FOR THE 

GREEK CITY-STATES, AND THAT MUST BE THE RULE ONCE MORE. 

FOR TY-FIVE YEARS AGO, WHEN AN OLYMPIC OFFICIAL TOOK HIS 

STAND AGAINST BERLIN, HE SAID THIS: 

"PLACE YOUR GREAT TALENTS AND INFLUENCE IN THE 

SERVICE OF THE SPIRIT OF FAIR PLAY AND CHIVALRY 
. 

INSTEAD OF THE SERVICE OF BRUTALITY, FORCE, AND 

POWER. TAKE YO~R RIGHTFUL PLACE IN THE HISTORY 

OF THE OLYMPICS. THE OLYMPIC IDEA HAS BEEN RESCUED 

FROM THE REMOTE PAST. You HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

RESCUE IT FROM THE IMMEDIATE PRESENT -- AND TO 

SAFEGUARD IT FOR POSTERITY." 

HIS WORDS FELL ON DEAF EARS ONCE BUT TODAY THEY REACH OUT TO 

US ACROSS THE DECADES. HISTORY RARELY OFFERS US A SECOND CHA NCE . 

IF WE FAIL TO SEIZE THIS ONE, HIST ORY ITSELF MAY FAIL US. 



REMARks OF VICE PRESIDENT WAL.TER F. MONDALE 
U.S. OLYMPIC COMMITTEE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 
APRIL 12, 1980 

PRESIDENT KANE, MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES: 

9~----1P~i ~WTJ;;lH.5.1i .JU~S~Ol.CC--l4.M /)J).lI('-EIi~S~A ...lIfE! E~Rt"¥'r'~g EE1~t1IrLOrt1U"S'S IDD'tE:CC~I~gt"11 0e1f't-4 -f,ArFF"FF C1c C:7'fF1I:-Nr~~e~AML:±-1::­
A~1ERICA~I&H'\I APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO YOU ON BEHALF 

OF THE HONORARY PRESIDENT OF THE U.S. OLYMPIC COMMITTEE THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

AFGHANISTAN STILL WAITS TO BE DRAWN. 

HISTORY HOLDS ITS BREATH -- FOR WHAT IS AT STAKE IS NO 
~"~\,.,,J 

LESS THAN THE FUTURE SECURITY OF THE~ WORLD. 

IF ONE NATION CAN BE SUBJUGATED BY SOVIET AGGRESSION, 

IS ANY SOVEREIGN NATION TRULY SAFE FROM THAT FA~ A HUNDRED 

THOUSAND SOVIET TROOPS, AND T~~ BARBARIC USE OF-~ GAS, AND '-- ,+~ ~---- .. 
THE SPECTRE OF NIGHTLY ASSASSINATIONS~FAIL TO ALARM U)~ WHAT WILL? 

IF THE SOVIET LUNGE TOWARD THE MOST STRATEGIC OIL-RICH FOI~ON 

EARTH FAILS TO UNITE US)~ WHAT WILL? t.'~ 
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AND IF WE . AND OUR ALLIES FAIL TO USE EVERY SINGLE PEACEFUL 
().\J~ \ \~ ~ k. 

MEANS..w~ II~ TO PRESERVE THE PEACE, WHAT HOPE I S THERE THAT PEACE 

WI LL LONG BE PRESERVED~ AT ALL? e 

WHILE HISTORY HOLDS ITS BREATH, AMERICA HAS MOVED DECISIVELY. 

To SHOW THE SOVIET UNION THAT IT CANNOT INVADE ANOTHER NATION AND 

STILL CONDUCT BUSINESS AS USUAL WITH THE UNITED STATES'~~~ 

.{ TME P~E3r~ENf IIPd EMBARGOED 17 MILLION TONS OF GRAINj 

~ TIGHTENED CONTROLS ON HIGH TECHNOLOGY TRADE; 

~ LIMITED SOVIET FISHING IN OUR WATERSj 

~ RAISED OUR DEFENSE BUDGET TO UPGRADE ALL 

ASPECTS OF OUR FORCES; 

~ STRENGTHENED OUR NAVAL PRESENCE IN THE INDIAN OCEANj 

INTENSIFIED DEVELOPMENT OF OUR RAPID DEPLOYMENT 
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~~~~ff 

~IJ'" .~::; IIA 6 HIF Q~I4. Q f ilE SOY I n U m Q PI f ilM THE ~!n fE 9 

TE~ 9F An ~ . . AS TI"IE tEASER OF TilE HOR t f)' ~ rREE ~IATIQ!\IS -

~ REFUSE1' TO LET~ I~ ATHLETES BE CAST AS PAWNS IN THAT TAWDRY 

PROPAGANDA CHARADE. ~ j.""%"f' Y~~. 

AND TO MAKE r ABSOL 

TODAY. 

IT IS NOT A 

IN THE GAMES -- FOR 
-

OU TO EMPHASIZE THOSE LAST TWO POINTS 

Y CLEAR THE QUESTION YOU ARE DECIDING 

OF WHETHER AMERICANS WILL PARTICIPATE 

DETERMINED THAT THEY WILL NOT. 

~\JV~ 

~~~ "~ IS NOT A 
\f~ 0 ''1 r' ('~ (. AI' 

QUESTION OF WHETHER OURI TEAM WILL B~bNORED --

FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DEEPLY RESPECT THE SACRIFICE WE ARE ASKING 

OUR ATHLETES TO MAKE. 

,~ 
IT IS NO'~A QUESTION OF WHETHER PARTICIPATION IN THE 

Moscow OLYMPICS CONFERS LEGITIMACY ON SOVIET AGGRESSION. WHEN 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY PRINTS A MILLION HANDBOOKS TO TELL ITS TOP 

ACTIVISTS THAT THE SUMMER GAMES MEAN WORLD RESPECT FOR SOVIET 

FOREIGN POLICY, SURELY THAT ISSUE IS BEHIND US. 

NOR IS IT A QUESTION OF WHETHER THE SOVIETS HAVE INFUSED 

THE GAMES WITH THEIR POLITIC " WHEN BILLIONS ..APli BILLlerH~ or--r 

~~~~ ARE DIVERTED TO THE AMES FROM SOVIET DOMESTIC NEEDS; 

~\iM,~ ~'J~~()l~ ptA ·h,.;vt 
~' 
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WHEN Moscow AND OTHER OLYMPIC CITIES ARE PURGED OF DISSIDENTS 

WHO MIGHT SPEAK OUT; WHEN SOVIET CHILDREN WHO MIGHT MEET WESTERN 

PEOPLE AND IDEAS ON THE STREETS ARE PACKED OFF TO INTERNAL EXILE; 
O~tt i "'~ t2Xpt"Cl(. .. -h't -Tr"\rJ 

WHEN SOVIET EMISSARIES ROAM THE GLOBE~e S~ISE ATHLETES TQ ~QP~ 

TO Moscow; WHEN SOVIET SPORTS OFFICIALS DISTORT THE NUMBER OF 

TEAMS COMMITTE~ PARTICI PATING SURELY, THE -=e;TI~IlATl8''Y 
ISS~l-.... IS~EHIND US. () 
(lrt'"!.":d \,.,~\;-., ~ !\",t:.t r,~~ 

ABOVE ALL, THE DECISION YOU WILL MAKE TODAY IS NOT A 

CHOICE BETWEEN BELIEVING THE B PORTS ISSUE, 

TilE bJPH T~ Q ~ 

THE OLYMPIC BOYCOTT 

IS A GENUINE ELEMENT OF AMERICA'S RESPONSE TO THE INVASION OF 

AFGHANISTAN. IT IS AN UNAMBIGUOUS STATEMENT OF OUR NATIONAL 

RESOLVE. IT IS A KEYSTONE IN OUR CALL TO OUR ALLIES FOR SOLIDARITY. 

'1J'tJ~~~~!N\--~~ ---
~ NO k'9R~!5 SI'Yi<21J TOC'Y cA~BREAK THAT LINK BETWEEN AMERICA'S 

POWER TO CHECK AGGRESSION, AND AMERICA'S CALL FOR AN OLYMPIC 

BOYCOTT. YOUR VOTE IS A TEST OF OUR WILL, OUR CONFIDENCE, OUR 

VALUES, AND OUR POWER TO KEEP THE PEACE THROUGH PEACEFUL MEANS. 

IT IS NOT A PARTISAN ISSUE -- FOR BOTH POLITICAL PARTIES 

RESOUNDINGLY SUPPORTED THE PRESIDENT'S ACTION IN CONGRESS . . IT IS 

NOT A PAROCHIAL ISSUE -- FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE OVERWHELMINGLY 

AGREE THAT WE MUST NOT GO TO Moscow. 

\ 
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AND IT IS · NOT JUST A NATIONAL ISSUE ~- FOR CITIZENS AND 

GOVERNMENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD SHARE OUR JUDGMENT. FROM HIS 

EXILE IN GORKY, ANDREI SAKHAROV -- THE FATHER OF THE RUSSIAN 
PtyiA.~ ~ ... t" "Q.I~ i""tl .... r'\ ~ t'\,)".yJ o''t--f'c.,I ~NtGJ tt\"j~ 

~~OMB ,.-: CALLS ON AMERICA,-+O LE~A8 tt~~m.ITIIQ }PI~TEj;qPIA.I8tl;A;1!: 88'(el"n'~ 
. l r{J \'V\ \)' "\ ~J "'~" Pl11N - - I. al~s.&.!Wrtc ~ r.?':"': ,­-.J FRQM I QPl80N TO ~ONN I 0 ST~A~~OURsffl MEUffi\JR+iiO: 0 NAT H)N~ AWA I T 

YOUR SIGNAL TO JO I N US ,HIP MA NY MQRI5 ARE PREPARE~16 00!lF SP 

5-TWE E I 5T¥-. 6L~i\)~~\y bt ... 
...&!I .. ~ 

h(l'~ ~t'"' • 
Ht utrlJ.l, rvrJ~· 

ATHLETES AND SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS AND NATIONAL BODIES 
~ ~ . 1'M..krv / 

AROUND THE WORLD,o,j;q[ ~V TO MOBILIZE THEIR COMMITMENT.~ 
FOR GOOD REASON. TODAY VIRTUALLY EVERY INDUSTRIAL NATION ON EARTH 

~ . 

IS DANGEROUSLY DEPENDENT ON PERSIAN GULF OIL. ·How ~ WE 

CONVINCE THE SOVIETS NOT TO THREATEN THE GULF, IF YOU DEALJf A 

BLOW TO OUR DETERRENT? HOW.g;;;. OUR GOVERNMENT SEND A MESSAGE 

TO Moscow, IF TOMORROW'S PRAVDA BRAGS THAT YOU HAVE REPUDIATED IT? 
~ ~·oi" ()ff . ~ 

How ~~OUR PRESIDENT CONVINCE OUR ALLIES TO ~P9&E SANCTION~ 
. A..J 

~, IF YOU TUR~ YOUR BACK ON OUR PRESIDENT? 

) 

IT IS FITTING THAT THE SAME ANCIENT NATION THAT GAVE US 

THE OLYMPICS ALSO GAVE ·US DEMOCRACY -- FOR YOUR DECISION HERE IS 

TRULY A REFERENDUM ON FREEDOM. 

AND THUS IT IS ALSO A REFERENDUM ON AMERl~~~§ CHARACTER 
~~~~J~~~ . 

AND FUNDAMENTAL VALUES. THE ATHLETES. YOU REPRESENT MAY HAVE BEEN 
f" / ~ (;. ~~ J 'IJ 

BORN A FULL GENERATION AFTER THE BERLIN OLYMPICS. BUT AS ~ 
~-trvJ~J 
ATIILET~S' fl4nlTeR~, YOU BEAR THE RESPONSIBILITY OF LINKING THAT 

HISTORY TO THEIR DUTY. FOR THE STORY OF HITLER'S RISE IS MORE 

THAN AN UNSPEAKABLE TRAGEDY, MORE THAN A STUDY IN TYRANNY. 
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IT IS ALSO A CHRONICLE OF TH E FREE WO RLD'S FAILURE -- OF 

OPPORTUNITIES NOT SEIZED, AGGRESSION. NOT OPPOSED, APPEASEMENT 

NOT CONDEMNED. 

By THE FALL OF 1935, THE NAZIS HAD PASSED THE NOTORIOUS 
~ ~+l4tX'i"!\ ~ ~l~·tfr'1 ~\Vl ~a 

NUREMBURG LAWS REDUCING JEWS TO THE SIATUS OF NON-PERSONS" FOR 

A HOPEFUL MOMENT, AMERICAN OPINION WAS GALVANIZED -- AND 

EDITORIALS AND AMATEUR ATHLETIC UNIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY URGED 

A BOYCOTT OF THE BERLIN OLYMPICS. 

AN AMERICAN MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE, 

ERNEST JAHNCKE [JANK-EE], MADE THE PLEA MOST ELOQUENTLY WHEN HE 

WROTE THE PRESIDENT OF THE IOC: 

"IF OUR COMMITTEE PERMITS THE GAMES TO BE HELD IN 

GERMANY, THERE WILL BE NOTHING LEFT to DISTINGUISH 

THE OLYMPIC IDEA FROM THE NAZI IDEAL .... IT WILL 

TAKE YEARS TO RE-ESTABLISH THE PRESTIGE OF T~E GAMES 

AND THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD. 

SPORT WILL LOSE ITS BEAUTY AND ITS NOBILITY AND BECOME, 

AS IT HAS ALREADY BECOME IN NAZI GERMANY, AN UGLY, 

IGNOBLE AFFAIR." 

THE CALL FOR A BOYCOTT WAS REJECTED. AND THE REASONS 

FOR REJECTION ARE BONE-CHILLING -- EVEN ACROSS ALL THESE YEARS. 
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DON'T DRAG SPORTS INTO THE ARENA OF POLITICS, THEY WERE 

TOLD. IT WILL DESTROY THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT, THEY WERE TOLD. 

IT WILL ONLY PENALIZE OUR AMERICAN ATHLETES, THEY WERE TOLD. 

SOLUTIONS TO POLITICAL PROBLEMS ARE NOT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 

SPORTING BODIES, THEY WERE TOLD. LET US TAKE OUR JEWS AND BLACKS 

To: BERLIN AND BEAT THE NAZIS, THEY WERE TOLD. IF AMERICA REFUSES 

TO GO, WE WILL ·BE THE ONLY ONES LEFT OUT IN THE COLD, THEY WERE 

TOLD. 

SUCH REASONS PREVAILED. ONLY WEEKS AFTER AMERICAN 

ATTENDANCE WAS ASSURED, NAZI TROOPS TOOK THE RHINELAND -- AND 

HITLER READIED GERMANY FOR .THE GAMES. HIS PREPARATIONS CAST 

UNCANNY FORESHADOWS. FOR HE EXPELLED FOREIGN JOURNALISTS WHO 

TOLD THE TRUTH ABOUT PERSECUTION. HE ORDERED HIS VICIOUS 

PROPAGANDA CONCEALED FROM FOREIGN VISITORS. AND HE, TOO, 

LOOKED FORWARD TO LEGITIMACY. As JOSEPH GOEBBELS BOASTED ON THE 

EVE OF THE OLYMPICS, THE REICH EXPECTED THE GAMES "TO TURN THE 

TRICK AND CREATE A FRIENDLY WORLD ATTITUDE TOWARD NAZI POLITICAL, 

ECONOMIC, AND RACIAL AIMS." 

HAPPY 

IT WORKED. NOT EVEN JESSE 

INTERNATIONAL PROPAGANDA 

ALBERT SPEER'S REPORT ON 

LISTEN TO NAZI WAR 

's MOOD AS THE 



BEFORE 

8 

HHITLER WAS EXULTING OVER THE HARMONIOUS ATMOSPHERE 

"THAT PREVAILED .... INTERNATIONAL ANIMOSITY TOWARD 

NAZI GERMANY WAS PLAINLY " A THING OF THE PAST, HE 

"THOUGHT. H 

AND SOON THE NIGHT CLOSED INi 

WE ARE FAR FROM THAT TIME -- BUT NOT FROM THAT SCRIPT. 

LIKE YOU, I UNDERSTAND THE IDEALS OF SPORT -- FOR 

SPORTSMANSHIP IS SYNONYMOUS WITH FAIR PLAY. LIKE YOU, I AM IN 

AWE OF THE OLYMPIC TRADITION -- STRETCHING OVER CENTURIES, 

REACHING OUT ACROSS CULTURES. 

AND LIKE EVERY AMERICAN~ I KNOW THE EXHILARATION OF 

OLYMPIC VICTORY. FEW MOMENTS IN MY LIFE MATCH THE ELECTRICITY 

I FELT AT LAKE PLACID. AND FEW HUMAN EXPERIENCES CAN COMPARE TO 

THE YEARS OF SCARIFICE, PAIN, AND YEARNING THAT YOU AND OUR ATHLETES 

HAVE INVESTED IN THIS SUMMER. 

BUT I ALSO KNOW, AS YOU KNOW, THAT SOME GOALS SURPASS 

EVEN PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT. To ANY YOUNG ATHLETES WHO FEEL 

SINGLED OUT FOR SUFFERING, I SAY, IT IS WAR THAT SINGLES OUT OUR 

YOUNG FOR SUFFERING. 
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ASK THE FARMERS OF THE MIDLANDS IF THEY HAVE SACRIFICED 

AND THEY WILL TELL YOU NOT HOW THE PRICE OF WHEAT HAS FALLEN, 

BUT HOW THE STRENGTH OF AMERICA HAS RISEN. ASK THE ,WORKERS IN 

THE STEEL AND ALUMINJ'UM INDUSTRIES IF THEY HAVE SACRIFICED. ASK 

THE COMPUTER COMPANIES WHOSE PRODUCTS HAVE BEEN EMBARGOED. ASK 

THE BUSINESSES WHOSE YEARS OF PLANNING HAVE COME UNDONE. ASK 

THE YOUNG SAILORS IN THE INDiAN OCEAN TASK FORCE. ASK THE AMERICAN 

FAMILIES WHOSE TAXES SUPPORT OUR DEFENSE BUDGET. ASK THE AFGHANI 

ATHLETE WHO FACES THE SOVIETS NOT ON A FIELD IN Moscow, ,BUT AS A 

RESISTANCE FIGHTER IN KABUL~ 

WE RECOGNIZE THE ENORMOUS PRICE WE ARE ASKING 

TO PAY . . WE RECOGNIZE THE TREMENDOUS SACRIFICE WE ARE 

BUT "'l F I A IS IletlSE OF rJt:[[GJi:Tt'S ACCE ~f S TilE tJ~IDE~ I AB\ E 

OUR ATHLET~~f .• L 
P'('-"+J crrllc..'ll· 

ASKING OF ~ 

NATJ __ ONA.b, 

Y-- COW$5~lfiiU~ TIM' . ~ eaLJ~ I RV Dm!~NS,-...w I 51:! TO SEND ITS AJ;.Io IU: I Es 10-

---.:+I~.J..L¥lI_~pojij ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES I 

ASSURE YOU THAT OUR NATION WILL DO EVERYTHING WITHIN ITS POWER 

• ¥~-t1.o~1.JJ....Ln~ ~/ 
• TO HELP THE OLYMPIC COMMITTEE RESTORE ITS FINANCESi 

'~ PROVIDE EVEN GREATER ASSISTANCE TO THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF AMATEUR SPORT; 

• AND ABOVE ALL, TO RECOGNIZE THE TRUE HEROISM OF OUR 

ATHLETES WHO DO NOT GO TO Moscow. 
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WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE HELP YOU HAVE ALREADY GIVEN US 

WITH THE IOC. AND ALL AMERICANSV~~ANK YOU FOR THE~ 
~ ~\"~ } INTEGRITY YOU CA~ TO AMATEUR SPORT TODAY. 

FOR I BELIEVE THAT THE OLYMPIC MOVEMENT WILL BE FOREVER 

STRENGTHENED BY YOUR COURAGE. You WILL HAVE RESTORED TO THE 

MODERN OLYMPICS THE ANCIENT "TRUCE OF THE GODS." No NATION MAY 

SERVE AS THE OLYMPIC HOST WHILE INVADING AND SUBJUGATING ANOTHER: 

THAT WAS THE RULE FOR THE GREEK CITY-STATES, AND THAT MUST BE 

THE RULE ONCE MORE. 

~~ 
FORTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, WHEN AN OLYMPIC OFFICIAL TOOK HIS 

" STAND AGAINST BERLIN, HE SA1D THIS: 

"PLACE YOUR GREAT TALENTS AND INFLUENCE IN THE 

SERVICE OF THE SPIRIT OF FAIR PLAY AND CHIVALRY 

INSTEAD OF THE SERVICE OF BRUTALITY, FORCE, AND 

POWER. TAKE YOUR RIGHTFUL PLACE IN THE HISTORY 

OF THE OLYMPICS. THE OLYMPIC IDEA HAS BEEN RESCUED 

FROM THE REMOTE PAST. You HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

RESCUE IT FROM THE IMMEDIATE PRESENT 

SAFEGUARD IT FOR POSTERITY." 

AND TO 

US ACROSS THE DECADES. HISTORY RARELY OFFERS US A SECOND CHANCE. 

IF WE FAIL TO SEIZE THIS ONE, HISTORY ITSELF MAY FAIL US. 
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