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Colorado Springs, Colorado

April 11, 1980

President Kane, members of the USOC House of Delegates:
today
I amxgxaksfuixksxxpEakxhaxsxikhs speak to you/on behalf
U.S.
of the Honorary President of the HHXXZEXSEXHEKEK Olympic Committee —--

the President of the United Ska&xx Stafespe A
(%\ ever before has the House of Delegates faced a mmxm decision

dxff¥rutk of this gravity. Many of you -- who have heaxdx

tjwith President Carter and other government ;r¢;£%3

dﬁ:zés?nt months (Toda¥bﬂﬁil——_xhﬂil
officia == have said you found those briefings helpful./) all

- G@m_zm@u@;) you give me tudaR
of you deserve to hear our case. I appxsxrzakes/Athe chancg/%s

this morning ’
/ bring that message to xmuxkmgayx the entire House of Delegates.



As we meet today, history holds its breath. The story of
fifty American hostages still lacks a climax. The lesson of
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan still waits to be drawn.

History halds ibs breskh = = byt

, the suspense cuts “fax deeper

dge CAF.“"\'M\ Qﬁ\’tﬂ.ﬁ? Faf yahet 3y —tf.a_,-rp«mc_
than mere uncertalnty“\‘ét stake is no less than freedom
AN
itself.

If the world cannot stand together +u dencumeiz=g the
Fa'

terrorism in Teheran, can it ever stand secure at all? If

one nation _Cgn see its cities ravaged by Soviet aggression,
0

b e hatit Freee
can any peoﬁle—eseape that fate?

If the spectre of a hundred thousand troops, and
alarm
901son gas, and nightly assassinations fails to / us --
unprecedented
what will? If the/Soviet lunge toward the most strategic,

oil-rich spot on earth fails to unite us/ what will?

and our allies fail to
And if we AEHAXENXXATIIER MEEXSFARRE use every single

peaceful means to preserve the peace, what hope is there
peace long
that x%/will be/preserved at all?

While history holds its breath, while our allies watch

for guidance, America has moved decisively.XEXNBEXRBAMARE:
kax
NARXXRRKYRXENRREX XXX ARKX KOXREXFREPAXKREXKENEXDNY XBUEXED
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After months of frustrating patience, the President

has imposed sanctions on Iran, and he has asked our allies to

join us.

0 To deliver a message that will sting the Soviet Union,
the President
khe/has embargoed 17 million tons of grain.

O

(o]

He

He

He

He

He

tightened controls on high technology trade.

limited Soviet fishing in our waters.

strengthened our naval presence in the Indian Ocean.
intensified development of our Rapid Deployment Forces.

.

has offered to assist states in region to maintain
)"\

their own security.

He

SOVL7@TE ion tﬁp x- gaxﬁs
\ tJ.o ‘o t%@is

has explained to the Amzican people that the
Soviet

Moscow Olympics are a blatant/bid for world legitimacy.

Union

And he has informed the Soviet/ that the United States

of America -- as the leader of free nations -- refuses

<QEE§==ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ§;ﬁ§nxaniatgﬁxhx ot 6 plarpns e
to let its athletes be > .

sEdxIRxfhakxegaskwzrythat sexxwyx tawdry

~ propaganda skamxx charade.

XXETASKXENDX

EEEXNBSXENPRABILBXEHOBE XaskxkwdXPBRREST

I stand before you xmday to emphasize those last two

points -- and to make it absolutely clear :gz; vou are deciding

today.
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It is ndk&enge; a questionywhether mxxrmg participation

confers legitimacy on
in the Moscow Olympics ImridsxIepgikimazyxik® kxhe Soviet Hrimmnx aggression

WhzrxkhexfakthexxafxkhexRussXarxHrbenby X ArEAX
When k*k® the Communist Party prints a million handbooks £mx to
tell

/its top activists that the Summer Games mean world respect

for Soviet foreign policy, surely that issue is behind us.
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._Jiﬂés—nétiﬂnger a question Whether T==%&%x the SovietsA duh?ﬂﬁl
peotitieal
—attach/inpertancet0 the success of—theixr Games.—~ When £2x

and billions
billions/of rubles are diverted Xxmm to the Games from desperate

social needs; when ransoms of Western capital are extorted for

XEBXBEXREX
the rights to report the Games; when{d@izssIdsrksxaxs XZHRABRR
Moscow is of scores of dissidents and news from the

upyxxex+¥edyx purged/ thousands of children; mr& when/West
blacked out;
nExxs is barmpsdx/when Soviet emissaries roam the globe to bribe
XY sports
teams to, Moscow; when Soviet/officials outrageously misreport
committed to participating
the number of teams/m@ming -- surely, the politicization issue,

too, is behind us.

\
\bx not

.stibn wh'ﬁQSEgih \soviets
o N \
xbyxEaxk xxxx mi read§ S b\\épt 5 géh\ hree years

. and three _'égs f ‘econ

%y yj \j
interna h\séﬁﬂﬁ/sa7rlfl_é by“the \3551an
éhg\fs ot ing, e

khmxuxxiix It is nojleaga; a question of whether owwmeoit—an
~Eaam
AmericanSakxk¥s¥errg will participate in the Games -- for the
at
President has determined thathxhﬁy will not.

. the decisén you will make today is .
Above all, xk/XSXARXIQRAGEXXAXEHRILIDAXDE not a ch01ce
b hee P@f\x‘g
between believing the Masrzw boycott >R 1Ssue; OY .a¥r

row. PN L,v/

issue—eof national sr:zcurltﬁ?,s }fhe Pre51dent of the United States
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aIrzady made it clear to the world that the boycott is a

an unambiguous statement
crucial element of our deterrent. It is anxxxsnnxiaxi?inmaxx
QN &

national Lo

of our/resolve. It is a keystone in our makiXmraxxwxi¥ call for

solidarity fesm o ATTies. A
kpdaydsx
PREXEXIEXARXPRIRKXRXSEEARI A X K RARXYBRX AR KEX XS
o L@ b“fka “dhet

No xheserie today can roSkms=ck &we linkase between

America's power to check aggressiOQ;and America's call for
Your vote
an Olympic boycott. xX%/is a test of our will, our confidence,
and
our values, ara our XxEpxfmkuxe power to keep the peace through

peaceful means.

issue
It is not a partisan mumR=zkxen -- for both political

parties resoundingly supported the President's action in
issue
Congress. It is not an election-vear gymskzar -- for all

‘major presidential candidates support the boycott. It is
issue
not a parochial gumskiemr -- for the Ameican people overwhelmingly

agree that we must not go to Moscow. d$,1§#“ﬁ%j-{kL
Ncy;ﬁ;’rb —QA %jd.\-ﬁw—’ 0""-9-' ‘5

And it . . )
B 18 noELa national issue -- /4= aX¥xmuxxakiivs —fhMe .whete
to this Hou f Delegates, virtually every industrial

world lookd kmxkke for direction. Today WEXaxXeXEaXXXRYXBRXEHXX

nation on earth is ﬁnpﬁxﬂxntxﬂnxiXExizanExsianxﬂn&fxgi shockingly

A EEXEBXAXAXHEXXAX FHIAXKHSXXAXSARELXDASXAFAXRASEXIXANY )

dependent on Persian Gulf oil. How can we cogvince the Soviets not to
AHAXEEX X EXBYBERXMBYBX K HANKARXXEBSNEX XNX SRVIB X ANMBEXXEAN

ghakxkheyxnuskxreg threaten the Gulf, if you deal a blow to our

xeiz BXX our President convince/ to _
deterrent?~ How can w&laniisx our allies xn&lmpose © sanctions

our backe® on our Rxmxd President?
L)

-
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freedqg ~~for
our/ deci 'Qséif/;\}eéff; dum Q{ggﬁﬂxxﬂg{4/£7tbk same
\hagion hat QI: u

It is fitting that the same nation that gave us the
Olympics also gave us democracy --for your decision here

that
is aixm a referendum on/freedom.

But it is also a referendum on decency. The athletes
you represent xxxiths wefe born a full generation after the
Holocaust scarred the féle.of’humanitﬁt) 28XX The story of
Hitler's risexxarmdxypuxwxXixhexkeXiingxkhe is more than an
chxprxripxnf unspeakable tragedy, more than a study in tyranny,

. o8 ,
/ﬂ*“mnre*than—awSocéeéy—qone—berse;kﬁ It 1sha chronicle of

faxisd the free world's failure xm -- of opportunities unseized,
and
aggression unopposed,/appeasement uncondemned.

Nazis had passed the notorious
By the fall of 1935, the/Nuremberg Laws reducing Jews
to the status of non-persons. American opinion was galvanized --
and editorials across the country urged a boycott of the
Berlin Olympics. An American member of the International Olympic

. Qa hngke, ,
Committee,made this plea to the President of the IOC:

A
" To hold the games in Nazi Germany will be to deal
a severe blow to the Olympic idea....It will take many
years to re-establish the prestige of the games and the
confidence of the peoples of the world. Sport will lose

its beauty and its nobility and become, as it has

already become in Nazi Germany, an ugly, ignoble affair."



: 8 bone- -- even
The answers they received are/ghilling/jacross all

these years.

Jahncke's

rejected, as were <4he similar calls from Amateur Athletic

£ ed/iQ; going ofﬁerlin
Unions all over the country. \T sons Bifexsd/are ! % -,

ZHEXXXanBwExx politics,
both i ight o AfDon't drag sports into the arena of pekxkirakx
they were told.
RARIAXIFXBDXXXBIIIoNSXRRIIeyxd BANSXEHEXANBWERX It will destroy
were told.

the Olympic movement, they ¥a+d8% It will only penalize our American
athletes, they sxidx were told. Solutions to political problems

are not the responsibility of sporting bodies, they were told.

Let us bring our Jews and blacks to Berlin and iziixii the m=daix
¥8a Nazis, they were told. If America refuses to go, we will k=

thexgaxxgArsxiefkxankxinxkhexeakd-stand altone—i t

they were told.

American
Their arguments prevailed. Only weeks after kkm/attendance
Ouor~ 07
was assured, wssse Nazi troops moved into the Rhineland, Hitler
readied Germany then

pxerpaxedxfor the Games. HAyaxnyxkhm His preparations/cast uncanny

foreshadows BRXBNXX®WR now. For he expelled foreign journalists
who wrote the truth
andxbarredxfexrxgrn about Jewish persecution. He ordered anti-

Semitic propaganda concealed from foreign visitors. Goebbels,
boasted
his propaganda minister, zmafxdsdixkmpxsrexxepmxkex that the Reich
e e X7k 0 Cres Wdﬁéa&%
expected the Games "to i t . plete—

about-face in the world's attituderrewaxdrti—tS—to—tarn-Ehe
— trick-and—ereate—the—friendiy—atiitude toward the NakinnakxSexzzak

Nazi political, economic, and racialazmsx aims."

e e
K& report®# on the Fuhrer's mood as the happy
PAlbert SpeerxxHxkIpxkaxHax rsIXsXuEXNBNXELE BaAMBEXWRHEX

spectators left the—Gﬁmeﬁzr "Hitler was exulting over the



-

harmonious atmosphere that prevailed.... International
anﬁdmosity toward Nazi Germany was plainly a thing of the past,
he thought." Before long, the concentration camps were

operating briskly.~-- and soon the night closed in.

kRkxERXXEiNERrXER

Fedayxyeuxfazexaxshnieex

We are far from that time/ but not from that script.

Exknmwxkhz

IxknpwxihexexhiXaxakinnxel

Like you, and like every Ameir American, I know the
exhilaration of Olympic victory. Few moments in my life match
the electricity I felt at Lake Placid. I know, too, the

years of sacrifice, pain, yearning, and exertion that our

I——

athletes have invested in this summer. j: £¥jvﬁiéi)

now, that some goals
Ask the farmers of the
RApRnxEheXEEakREXAXEXX XXX

But I also know,kkmk as you
surpass even personal achievement.
midlands if they .
BRERXHURNEXXthe have sacrificed -- and they will tell you

not mfxwheakxpxxgesx how the price of wheat has fallen, but

how their faith in America has risen.



i#ﬁﬂb anyﬁ?thletesnhmxxxysx who feel singled out for

suffering, I say, It is war that singles out our young.

EXXEIRXRARXEH I AKX AX K HAK X AYY X BB BXBAXKHARXNANSXEDNAXBHREX

I respect and LopbOr the sacrifice whfch we ask you/to ask

honor gven more

us aEwayxf BRBXXBRWAEXHARK kakixr from the /final madness

We recognize what we are asking of our athletes. We

recognize the toll this will take on you. But if this House
undeniable
of Delegates accepts the/national consensus that our ¢ountry
athletes
does not wish to gmxkexMmsrmw send its keam/to Moscow, then

I assure you(égﬁks?alf of the President of the United State

that our nation will do everything within its power to

recognize the heroism of those athletes.
am convinced that
I baXiegwe/this year's Olympic team will be honored by
Americans asxXuXiy with as much love and enthusiasm as any
past Olympitc team or medal winner. I am confident that
all sectors of our nation, public ad private, will help the
Olympic Committee restore its finances and provide even greater

assistance to the development of amateur sport.

And I believe that the f£uiursxmfxkhz Olympic movement

will be forever strengthened by your courage today . For
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you will xmimxmaxkhexQFympirsximxihsix -resiors e the modern
Wi, N I g

Olympicsba fundamental principle e# its ancient ToOUTS< that
no nation may serve as the Olympic host while it is invading
and subjugating another nation.

Forty-five years ago, plea

/when Ernest Jahncke made his =pp=aX to khexIRLCXRREXEE
km%d keep American athletes from going to Berlin, he concluded

by recalling the ideals of the founder of the modern Olympic

movement.

"LLet me beseech you," he said,
"fo take your riéhtful place in the history of

he Olympics -- alongside of de Coubertin, instead
of Hitler. De Coubertin rescued the Olympic

idea from the remote past. You have the opportunity

to rescue it from the immediate present -- and

safeguard it for posterit

Lotl ondoa asrs pia o v a3 decades.
His wordshreach out to us across the xepaxsx/ Ixheopexthexxfaiix

i

—Shey—feltondeaf ears onee. History rarely offers a

second chance. If we fail to seize £bkis ‘the

be no thixd. )
T
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p  FOR RELEASE SAT., APRIL 12 AT 9:45 AM MST
(Please check text against delivery.) April 1980

ADDRESS BY VICE PRESIDENT WALTER F. MONDALE
U.S. OLYMPIC COMMITTEE HOUSE OF DELEGATES
Colorado Springs, Colorado

COLORADO SPRINGS, April 12--Following is the text of a speech prepared for
delivery by Vice President Walter F. Mondale to the U.S. Olympic Committee House
of Delegates at Antlers Hotel here.

President Kane, members of the House of DelegateSJovﬂ {h””i° 3

I appreciate the opportunity to speak to you on behalf of the Honorary Presi-. '
dent of the U.S. Olympic Committee -- the President of the United States. /hnd Damc&£1154 r:dl
be Yo v The {wdmc--«-dﬁq Clovdp Sypmp— b G Ul Obywgie Cowntlan

I speak to you as leaders dedicated to amateur sport, and as citizens dedicated
to America's best interests. I know that everyone in this room loves our country. And
1 want to express the nation's gratitude for your efforts at Lake Placid to persuade
the International Olympic Committee to move or postpone the Moscow Games. I thank
your leaders as well for stating that the Committee would be guided by the President's
decision on the best interests of the nation. 5

As we meet today, the lesson of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan still waits
to be drawn. History holds its breath -- for what-is at stake is no less than the
CE- uture security of the civilized world.

If one nation can be subjugated by Soviet aggression, is any soveréign nation
truly safe from that fate? 1If a hundred thousand Russian troops, and the barbaric
use of lethal gas, and the spectre of nightly assassinations -- if these fail to alarm
us, what will? 1If the Soviet lunge toward the most strategic oil-rich spot on earth
fails to unite us, what will? .
! _{:ﬂoﬁb

And if we and our allies, fail to use every single peaceful means available to
preserve the peace, what hope is there that peace will long be preserved?

While history holds its breath, America has moved decisively. To show the
Soviet Union that it cannot invade another nation and still conduct business as usual
with the United States, our country has embargoed 17 million tons of grain; tightened
controls on high technology trade; limited Soviet fishing in our waters; raised our
defense budget to upgrade all aspects of our forces; strengthened our naval presence
in the Indian Ocean; intensified development of our Rapid Deployment Forces; and
cffered to help other sovereign states in the region to maintain their security.

In the UN General Assembly, the United States joined more than a hundred other
nations in an unprecedented majority =-- calling for the immediate, unconditional,
and total withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan. But the President, the
Congress, and the American people understand that a world which travels to_ the
Moscow Games devalues its condemnation and offers its complicity to Soviet propaganda.

‘-f I am convinced that che American people do not want their athletes cast as pawns
in that tawdry propaganda charade. And I urge you to respect that undeniable consensus.

Your decision today is not a question of denying our Olympic team the honor
they deserve -- for the American people ,deeply respect the sacrifice we are asking
our athletes to make. &thkn\yh

It is no longer a question of whether participation in the Moscow Olympics con-
fers legitimacy on Soviet aggression. When the Communist Party prints a million
handbooks to tell its top activists that the Summer Games mean world respect for
Soviet foreign policy, surely that issue is behind us.

‘;, Nor is it a question of drawing a line between sports and politics. That line
the Soviets long ago erased. When billions of rubles are diverted to the Games from
Soviet domestic needs; when Moscow and other Olywpic cities are purged of dissidents
who might speak out; when Soviet children who might meet Western people and ideas on
the streets are packed off to internal exile; when Soviet emissaries roam the globe
offering athletecs expense-paid trips to Moscow; when Soviet sports officials distort the
number of teams conmitted to participating -- surely the issue of Soviet politics in
Soviet sports is also behind us.

(More)
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\ ~Above all, the decision you will make today is not a choice between a sports
&.,ssue and a national security issue. For the President and Congress have made it
clear that the Olympic boycott is a genuine element of America's response to the
invasion of Afghanistan. It 1s an unambiguous statement of our national resolve.

It is a keystone in our call to our allies for solidarity.

We must not -- and cannot -- break that link between America's power to check
aggression, and America's call for an Olympic boycott. Your vote is a test of our
will, our confidence, our values, and our power to keep the peace through peaceful
means.

It is not a partisan issue =-- for both political parties resoundingly supported
the President's action in Congress. It is not a parochial issue -- for the American
people overwhelmingly agree that we must not go to Moscow.

And it is not just a national issue -~ for citizens and governments throughout

the world share our judgment. . S04
Hre unplonaetl v 4 b ) .

From his exile in Gorky, Andrei Sakharov -—lthe father of the Russian H-bomb --
calls on America, saying that "a united position on the Moscow Olympic Games must
obviously be a basic part" of the world's response. This morning, as many as fifty
nations -- leading political and sports powers =- await your signal to join us.

Athletes and sports organizations and national bodies around the world await
your lead to mobilize their commitment. They do so for good reason. Today virtually
(;;very industrial nation on earth is dangerously dependent on Persian Gulf oil. How
ould we convince the Soviets not to threaten the Gulf, if a blow was dealt to our
deterrent? How could our government send a message to Moscow, if tomorrow's Pravda
brags that our policies have been repudiated?

It is fitting that the same ancient nation that gave us the Olympics also
gave us democracy -- for your decision here is truly a referendum on freedom.

And thus it is also a refenendum on America's character and fundamental values.
The athletes here, and the athletes you represent, may have been born a full generation
after the Berlin Olympics. But as their advisors and trustees, you bear the respons-
ibility of linking that history to their duty. For the story of Hitler's rise is
more than an unspeakable tragedy, more than a gtudy in tyranny. It is also a chronicle
of the free world's failure -- of opportunities not seized, aggression not opposed,
appeasement not condemned,

By the fall of 1935, the Nazis had passed the notorious Nuremburg Laws reducing
‘the Jews to non-persons, and were flexing their military muscle. For a hopeful moment,
American opinion was galvanized -- and editorials and Amateur Athletic Unions across
the country urged a boycott of the Berlin Olympics.

An American member of the International Olympic Committee, Ernest Jahncke,
made the plea most eloquently when he wrote the President of the IOC:

(;; If our committee permits the Games to be held in...Germany, .
...there will be nothing left to distinguish [the Olympic idea]
from the Nazi ideal....It will take...years to re-establish
the prestige of the games and the confidence of the peoples
of the world. Sport will lose its beauty and its nobility
and become, as it has already become in Nazi Germany, an ugly,
ignoble affair.

The call for a boycott was rejected. And the reasons for rejection are bone-
chilling -- even across all these decades.

Do not drag sports into the arena. of politics, they were told. It will destroy
the Olympic movement, they were told. It will only penalize our American athletes,
sthey were told. Solutions to political problems are not the responsibility of
sporting bodies, they were told. Let us take our Jews and blacks to Berlin and beat
the Nazis, they were told. If America refuses to go, we will be the only ones left
out in the cold, they were told.

(More)
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;- Such reasons prevailed. Only weeks after American attendance was assured, &
LNazi troops took the Rhineland -- and Hitler readied Germany for the Cames. His
preparations cast uncanny foreshadows. For he expelled foreign journalists who told

L7

p»ﬂ-;.’nn\

the truth about persecution. He ordered his vicious propaganda concealed from foreign mnds

visitors. And he too looked forward to legitimacy. As Joseph Goebbels boasted ol
ot A

on the eve of th¢'01ympics, the Reich expected the Games '"to turn the trick and create
a friendly world attitude toward Nazi political, economic, and racial aims."

o
e
It worked, Not even Jesse Owens' magnificent personal triumph diminished @M LJ

Hitler's interpational propaganda success -- a coup he linked directly to his master ﬁh)ﬁakf

race doctrine.]9Listen to Nazi War Minister Albert Speer's report on the Fuhrer's
mood as the happy spectators left Berlin: "Hitler was exulting over the harmonious

atmosphere that prevailed. . . .International animosity toward Nazi Germany was aﬁgﬁ?hﬁj

plainly a thing of the past, he thought.'" Before long, the Nazi war machine scarred
the face of Europe -- and soon the night closed in.

We are far from that time -- but not from that script.

Like you, I understand the ideals of sport -- for sportsmanship is synonymous
with fair play. Like you, I am in awe of the Olympic tradition -- stretching over
centuries, reaching out across cultures.

And like every American, I know the exhiliration of Olympic victory. Few
moments in my life match the electricity I felt at Lake Placid. And few human
experiences can compare to the years of sacrifice, pain and yearning that you and our

¢ nathletes have invested in this summer. L
‘ ahwe L2

But I also know, as you know, that some goals surpass even personal Fchievement.
To any young athletes who feel singled out for suffering, I say, It is wag\that singles
out our young for suffering. And it is war that our peaceful resolve can prevent.

Rfrtrmges oA OnE s bin oolisd 4 pmﬁ{\c» Ve et rr“(

. M Ksk the farmers of the midlands if they have sacrificed. Gﬁl -
OnAsk the workers in our export industries if they have sacriflcem..‘ﬁsk the

computer companies whose products have been embargoed.mbﬁsk the businesses whose years
of planning have come undone.anésk the young sailors in the Indizn Ocean task force.
QPJASk the American families whose taxes support our defense budgetﬁhgbk the Afghan

athlete who faces the Soviets not on a field in Moscow, but as 2 resistance fighter
in Kabul. \

B joprg b~ Lo v el

aWe recognize the enormous price we are asking our athletes to pay. We recognize
the tremendous sacrifice we are asking of sports officials. But on behalf of the
President of the United States I assure you that our nation will do everything within
its power to ensure the success of the Los Angeles Games; to hellp the Olympic Com-
mittee restore its finances; to provide even greater assistance to the development of
amateur sport; and above all, to recognize the true heroism of waur athletes who do
not go to Moscow.

I believe all Americans will thank you -- both for the conitribution you make to
our national security, and to the further integrity you confer ox amateur sport.

& For I believe that the Olympic movement will be forever strengthened by your
courage. You will have restored to the modern Olympics the anciznt "truce of the gods."
No nation may serve as the Olympic host while invading and subjugating another: That
was the rule for the Greek city-states, and that must be the rule again today.

Forty-five years ago, when an American official took his stand againstlBerlin,
he said this:

Place your great talents and influence in the service of the
spirit of fair play and chivalry —— instead of the service of
brutality, force, and power....Take your rightful plare in the
> history of the Olympics....The Olympic idea [has been rescued]
‘-' from the remote past. You have the opportunity to rescue it
from the immediate present -~ and to safeguard it for posterity.

His words reach out to us across the decades. History rarely offers us a second
chance. If we fail to seize this one, history itself may fail wms.
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Insert for Vice President's Speech on Olympics:

We recognize that in asking this body to vote against
sending a team to Moscow, we are asking our fine athletes
to make an extraordinary sacrifice. We also recognize that
for the Olympic Committee the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
and its aftermath are as much a disaster as any hurricane,
earthquake or flood..

Under Olympic principles, athletes represent their
nations. If the Committee accepts the national consensus
that this country does not wish to be represented at the
Moscow Olympics, I am also sure that the nation will do
everything in its power to recognize the heroism of the
athletes who do not go to Moscow.

I believe this year's Olympic team will be honored
and recognized by our fellow citizens as fully as any past
Olympic team or medal winner. I believe the nation will
assist the Olympic Committee to restore its finances and,
in the future, to provide even greater assistance to the
development of amateur sport.

Finally, I believe the Olympic movement will be
strengthened by establishing a principle that no nation
may serve as the Olympic host while it is invading and sub-

jugating another nation.
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