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much. 
Thank you. Thank you very, very much. Thank you very 

[Applause] 

Mr. Speaker, fellow Americans, fellow Democrats: 

I am honored to accept your nomination. [Applause] I am 
proud to be running with Jimmy Carter. [Applause] And I am proud 
to be running on our Party's progressive platform. And we're gonna 
win. [Applause] 

This has been an extraordinary week in American politics. 
We have just held the most representative, and the most open 
political convention in American history. [Applause] 

Last month in Detroit, another convention was held -­
isolated in a bubble of privilege from the city that hosted it. 

A comfortable convention, composed of America's wealthy, 
told us they symbolized the nation. 

A malapportioned convention, where the cities were denied 
their share of the delegates, told us they symbolized democracy. 

A token convention, whose workers and women and minorities 
sat at the back of the bus, told us they symbolized the people. 

They spoke of realism -- and cheered the gold standard. 
They spoke of truth -- and said Franklin Roosevelt caused World War 
II. They spoke of moderation -- and vindicated Barry Goldwater. 
They spoke of justice -- with a script by Phyllis Schlafly. They 
spoke of fairness -- wi th a text by Jesse Helms. [Applause] 

This Democratic Convention is a mirror of all America 
all of it, black and white, Asian and Hispanic, Native and immigrant, 
male and female, young and old, urban and rural, rich and poor. 

When we speak of peace, the voice is Ed Muskie's. [Applause] 
When we speak of workers, the words are Lane Kirkland's and Doug 
Fraser's. [Applause] When we speak of freedom, the dream is Coretta 
King's. [Applause] When we speak of compassion, the fire is Ted 
Kennedy's. [Applause] And when we speak of courage, the spirit is 
Jimmy Carter's. [Applause] When we in this hall speak for America 
it is America that is speaking. [Applause] 

Tonight, at this Democratic Convention, let us openly 
declare our faith: We believe in the fundamental decency of the 
American people. And we believe in strong, efficient, and compassion­
ate government. 

We believe that America's greatest strength is its values. 
Our love of freedom, our sense of fairness, our spirit of service: 
these beliefs have been passed on in every accent that America 
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speaks in Polish and Italian and Yiddish and Greek; at the kitchen 
tables in Boston, on family farms in my own Midwest. 

We Democrats believe that government can serve those values. 
No government can guarantee a perfect life for anyone. No government 
can substitute for our families, our churches, our synagogues, our 
neighborhoods, or our volunteers. But a progressive government must 
do two things. It must create the conditions to help all people 
build better lives for themselves. And it must do so efficiently, 
honestly, and fair ly. [Applause] 

Those are the beliefs that we share together as Democrats. 
But the Republican nominee for President has a different view of 
government. He tells us instead -- and let me use his own words -­
that "the best thing the Government can do is nothing." [Audience 
response: No.] 

We disagree. Let him tell the auto workers in Detroit 
that the right to collective bargaining is "nothing." [Applause] 
Let him tell the senior citizen in Philadelphia that Social Security 
indexed for inflation is "nothing." Let him tell the freshman in 
Chicago that student assistance is "nothing." [Applause] Let him 
ask the family in Boulder if clean air and pure water and protected 
wilderness are "nothing." And let him ask the people of Selma, 
Alabama, if the right to vote is "nothing." [Applause] 

These rights, and these programs, are the work of Democrats 
and were fiercely opposed by the Republicans. The Republican Party 
has been out of step with America for fifty years. And their 
nominee is out of step more than any of them. [Applause] 

Today, most Americans -- indeed most Republicans -- believe 
that the Constitution of the United States should incorporate an 
equal rights amendment for the women of this country. [Applause] 
But not Ronald Reagan. 

Most Americans today believe that we should have strong 
Federal aid to education and a Department of Education to support 
it. But not Ronald Reagan. [Applause] 

Most Americans believe that no family should be impoverished 
in medical debts because of tragic illness. But not Ronald Reagan. 
[Audience response: Not Ronald Reagan.] 

Most Americans believe in labor law reform to protect the 
rights won by workers in the '30s. But not Ronald Reagan. [Audience 
response: Not Ronald Reagan.] [Applause] 

Most Americans believe that workers' health and safety 
should be protected on the job by Federal law. But not Ronald 
Reagan. [Audience response: Not Ronald Reagan.] [Applause] 

You're getting better. [Laughter] 



3 

Most Americans believe that we need energy conservation 
to cut our dependence on foreign oil. But not Ronald Reagan. 
[Audience response: Not Ronald Reagan.] 

Most Americans, including the American Bar Association, 
believe in a judiciary free from right-wing loyalty tests. But 
not Ronald Reagan. [Audience response: Not Ronald Reagan.] 
[Applause] 

And yet the Republican nominee wants us to forget all that. 
Forget forty years of extreme positions. 

All of a sudden that Party is for jobs. The Party that 
gave us the Great Depression, and four years ago the highest 
unemployment since then, would have us believe that they're now 
for working people and for leaving no one behind. 

Well, I've been in politics many years, and I've noticed 
that the closer the Republican oratory moves to Franklin Roosevelt, 
the closer their policies move to Herbert Hoover. [Applause] 

This year's version of "prosperity's just around the corner" 
is called Reagan-Kemp-Roth. It's simple, and it goes like this: 
Cut taxes by one trillion dollars. 

That's it -- their entire strategy. Everyone of their 
promises, your next paycheck, your grocery bills, your home -- they 
all hang on that slender thread. 

It's a trillion dollar tax cut -- based on a two-cent theory. 
Every leading economist rejects it, most Americans disbelieve it, 
and for a good reason. First of all, it is obviously, murderously, 
inflationary. Even Business Week said it "would touch off an 
inflationary explosion that would wreck the country." 

Second, it's the most regressive tax proposal in history. 
It is the stalest Republican idea of all: tax cuts for the wealthy, 
trickle-down for the rest of Americans. If you're earning $200,000 
a year, you save enough money to buy a new Mercedes. But if you're 
a teacher, you save enough money to buy a hubcap. [Applause] And 
if you're unemployed or on Social Security, you don't even get your 
bus fare back. [Applause] 

Kemp-Roth is an insult to the American people. The only 
way to cut taxes by a trillion dollars, add billions to defense, 
and balance the budget all at the same time -- as they propose -­
is to destroy everything that Roosevelt, and Truman, and Kennedy, 
and Johnson, and Humphrey, and Carter, and every delegate in this 
room has worked for all of our lives. [Applause] 

Only -- only if Mr. Reagan repealed Medicare and Medicaid 
and all of our programs for schools and cities and veterans and the 
unemployed -- only then could he finance that tax scheme. Only if 
he destroyed the Social Security System and all who depend upon it --
only then would the job be done. . 
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It's hard to believe that anyone -- I confess -- it's hard 
to believe that even Ronald Reagan -- would do that. After all, 
what kind of a person would try to wipe out every program since 
Roosevelt? 

. 
Well, he'd have to be a person who believes, and I quote, 

"Fascism was really the basis for the New Deal." Now who would 
say something like that? [Audience response: Ronald Reagan] Ronald 
Reagan would. 

He'd have to be a person who calls the weak and the disadvan­
taged and I quote, "a faceless mass waiting for handouts." Who on 
earth would say something like that? Ronald Reagan did. [Audience 
response: Ronald Reagan] 

He'd have to be a person who 
blacks and Hispanics "demeaning" and 
would say that? Ronald Reagan did. 
Reagan] 

would call programs that help 
"insulting." Who on earth 
[Audience response: Ronald 

He'd have to be a person who believes, and I quote, get this: 
"The minimum wage has caused more misery and unemployment than 
anything since the Great Depression." Who on earth would say any­
thing like that? Ronald Reagan. [Audience response: Ronald Reagan] 

He'd have to be a person who thinks anti-trust suits should 
bust up trade unions in America. Who would propose anything like 
that? Ronald Reagan. [Audience response: Ronald Reagan] 

He'd have to be a person who would wreck the Social Security 
system by making it voluntary. Who would ever suggest anything like 
that? [Audience response: Ronald Reagan] 

He'd have to be a person who would destroy the family farm 
programs because they're "subsidizing the inefficient." Who would 
propose anything like that? Ronald Reagan. [Audience response: 
Ronald Reagan] 

He'd have to be a person who called the great Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 "a bad piece of legislation." Who would say anything 
like that? [Audience response: Ronald Reagan.] 

One of the finest student bodies I've ever lectured to in 
my life. [Laughter and applause] 

Now get this one: Who on earth would call the League of 
Women Voters "Rhine Maidens?" [Audience response: Ronald Reagan] 
Who would say anything like that? You guessed it: Ronald Reagan. 

That negative thinking, I must say, was not a part of the 
small towns of rural Minnesota where I grew up. That tone of 
resentment was never heard in my father's church. That cynicism was 
not what I felt in the high schools, the farms, the factories, and 
the homes that I visited allover this nation in the last three and 
a half years. 
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The fact of it is that the people of this country want to 
work together. They want to build. They're confident. And as 
the Republican nominee will learn in November, the American people 
do not want and will not turn back. They want to move forward 
and moving forward is what we're doing under President Carter. 
[Applause] 

This Administration has a good solid progressive record 
and we're going to run on it, and we're going to win with it. 

In 1976, I will remind you, from this podium, we said we 
believed in jobs. And today there are over eight million more people 
at work than on the day that President Carter was inaugurated. A 
higher percentage of working-age Americans are on the job today than 
ever before. We have added more jobs to the workforce than any 
Administration in American history. That is a good, the best record 
of producing jobs in American history and Jimmy Carter deserves 
credit for that accomplishment. [Applause] 

But we all know there are still too many unemployed in 
America -- and I pledge to you -- I pledge to every delegate in this 
Convention hall and to the American people that this Administration 
and this Democratic Party will not stop until everybody who needs 
and wants a job in America has one. [Applause] 

In 1976, we promised Americans that we would support education. 
And after eight years of Republican vetoes and impoundments, President 
Carter has added more funds to education than any President in 
American history. President Carter goes down as the most pro-educa­
tion President in the nation's history. [Applause] 

We said we believed in dignity for our seniors. We rescued 
the Social Security system from the brink of bankruptcy where the 
Republicans left it, and we made sure the benefits kept on growing. 
We increased health care programs for the elderly by fifty percent, 
doubled housing aid, eliminated the cash downpayment for Food Stamps. 
We proposed and passed the nation's first program to help older 
Americans pay their fuel bills. 

And up and down this progressive agenda, this Administration 
has delivered. I would point out that President Carter has appointed 
more women, more blacks, and more minorities to the Federal bench 
than all the previous Presidents in American history combined. 
[Applause] We created the first farmer-held reserves and each year 
we've broken all-time records in farm exports. We passed the 
biggest increase in minimum wages. We doubled legal services for 
the poor. We built the most effective across-the-board pro-city 
policy in our history. Every mayor and county executive, practically, 
in America is supporting President Carter because he's done more 
for the cities than any President in American history. [Applause] 
We did this within a tight budget to bring down inflation. 

It is a good solid record, my Democrats. It is a good solid 
record. Let's be proud of it. Let's work for it. And let's fight 
those who wish to destroy it. [Applause] Let's stick with this 
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good Pre ident and this political Party and the platform that we've 
develope. [Applause] Let's not go for this quick-fix tax cut for 
the rich. The American people do not want to wipe out a half-century 
of progress in a know-nothing season of resentment. 

The American people do want their government to be efficient 
and honest. And I'm confident they also want their Government to 
fight for social and economic justice. And on that belief I will 
stake this election. 

We will also stake the contest on the paramount issue the 
Republicans tried to raise in Detroit -- the question of national 
strength. We gladly accept that challenge. 

The President of the united States has an enormous job. He's 
charged with the most powerful responsibility and sober responsibility 
to be found in the world -- the burden of nuclear power. He is the 
leader of the civilized world. He must defend its freedom. He 
must grasp the complexities of our difficult world. He must protect 
our security by freeing our dependence on foreign oil. 

And to do all of that, we must have a strong President. 
[Applause] Yet last month Ronald Reagan spent two days on national 
television drawing up a plan to divide the Presidency and weaken 
its powers. Anyone who seeks the Presidency -- and in his first 
serious act convenes a Constitutional Convention in his hotel room 
to weaken the office he's seeking -- does not understand the 
Constitution, the Presidency, or what national security is all 
about. [Applause] 

The first repsonsibility of a strong President is to defend 
our nation. 

For the eight years of Republican rule -- while the Soviets 
were building up their power -- real American defense spending 
dropped thirty-five percent. That's the Republican record. We 
not only have increased real defense support by ten percent -- we 
have also invested in the most sophisticated weapons in the world. 
Today, no American general or admiral would dream of exchanging our 
forces for any other on earth. 

But Mr. Reagan scolds us for having cancelled an outmoded 
bomber that would be obsolete and vulnerable the day it was launched. 
President Carter chose instead the modern cruise missile -- which 
renders the whole expensive Soviet air defense system obsolete. 

up and down the defense agenda, the Republicans repeat 
the same mistakes. They want to resurrect decommissioned ships. 
They want to revive the ABM System -- which even Nixon junked. 
with obsolete missiles, mothballed ships, vulnerable bombers, and 
petrified ideas, they would waste billions on defense relics that 
would drain and weaken us. 

President Carter does not want to mimic the Soviet's bulk. 
He has chosen to offset it with the greatest resource we have -­
the genius of American technology. And as a result, this nation 
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today is building security not for yesterday, but for the rest of the 
century. 

National strength requires more than just military might: 
It requires the commitment of the President to arms control. 

If there is one thing that bothers me more than anything 
else and I think bothers you, it is the fear that someday, somehow, 
for reasons that don't matter, the world will resort to the final 
madness of a nuclear holocaust. Reason, common sense, and a decent 
respect for humanity demand that we stall this nuclear arms race 
before it bankrupts and destroys us all. [Applause] 

without arms control, everything is out of control. without 
the SALT treaty we would be forced to waste billions on weapons that 
buy us nothing. 

And even though it took seven years to negotiate this 
treaty; and even though our President, and our Secretary of Defense, 
and all the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and every NATO ally wants this 
treaty ratified, Mr. Reagan for the life of him cannot understand 
why. 

Well, let me say Mr. Reagan: We must have arms control 
for the life of all of us, [Applause] and we need a President Jimmy 
Carter who believes in controlling the madness of nuclear arms. 
[Applause] 

Above all -- above all, America's strength depends on 
American values. Every time we have a foreign policy that reflects 
Americans' beliefs, we strengthen this nation. 

Last month I was in Nigeria -- the world's most powerful 
black nation, and the second largest source of American oil. 
A few years ago the Secretary of State under the Republicans was 
told he was not welcome in Nigeria because they did not stand up 
for the principle of human rights and majority rule. 

But when I went to Nigeria I was welcomed -- because the 
united States has a President -- President Carter -- who in his 
first act in office said from here on out the united States is going 
to stand for human rights and majority rule allover this earth. 
[Applause] 

And now in Rhodesia we see the same developments -- a new 
democracy based on democratic institutions, and the Soviets suffer­
ing another reversal. Today our human rights policy is drawing 
the nations of Africa and the world together like a magnet and 
toward us. 

The Republicans say that a strong nation is one that never 
apologizes to anyone. I say it's a nation whose leaders are not 
doing things for which we must apologize. That's the difference. 
[Applause] 
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A foreign policy that reflects American values advances 
American interests. 

When President Carter saw to it that we ratified the Panama 
Canal treaties, not only did we rid ourselves of the last vestiges 
of colonialism: we also strengthened our influence in Latin America. 
When the President normalized relations with China, he not only told 
one-fourth of the human race that they exist: he also established 
a powerful counter force to Soviet aggression. And when the President 
denounced the persecution of Andrei Sakharov, he not only affirmed 
individual liberty: he also unmasked the Kremlin to other nations. 

Today, my fellow Democrats, thank God, and for four years 
our nation is at peace. [Applause] Our armed forces are engaged 
in combat nowhere in the world. But I want you to note this -- in 
the years of preparing to run for the Presidency, Mr. Reagan 
suggested that American forces be sent, now listen to this, Mr. 
Reagan said that we should send American forces to Ecuador. To 
Angola. To Rhodesia. To Panama. To Cyprus. To Pakistan. To 
North Korea. To the Middle East. 

And I don't think the American people stand for that for a 
moment. [Applause] They want a President who is steady, who's 
sober, who's experienced, and who has demonstrated that he knows 
how to keep the peace. And that's why they're going to re-elect 
President Carter. [Applause] They want a President who, like Jimmy 
Carter, took Egypt and Israel, that had fought four tragic wars in 
thirty years, brought them together, got them talking, caused a 
peace treaty to be signed. And tonight they are exchanging ambassa­
dors and not bullets between Egypt and Israel because of Jimmy 
Carter's courage and leadership. [Applause] 

And let me say a special word about Israel. Israel is our 
friend, our conscience, our partner. [Applause] Its well-being is 
in our moral, our political, and our strategic interests. And I 
stand before you tonight and say that the people of the united States, 
the President of the united States, will stand by Israel -- in this 
term, in the next term, and always. [Applause] 

In the last three and a half 
to serve you as your Vice President. 
represent you to the people of every 
every time I've traveled abroad, the 

years, you have permitted 
I've been privileged to 

continent on this earth. 
more I've loved my home. 

me 

And 

I have spent my whole life in the struggle for civil rights. 
But when I heard the President of Senegal invoke the words of Martin 
Luther King, seldom have I loved our conscience more. 

My whole life I've been proud of the refuge we've been to 
exiles. But when I saw the men of the USS Midway who had saved boat 
people from the sea, seldom have I prized our compassion more. 
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I have been my whole life an advocate for family farming in 
America. [Applause] But when I spent a week in China answering 
questions about our triumphs, seldom have I respected and admired 
our genius more. 

All my life I've believed that America must ' be strong. 
But when I met the people of Norway whose independence our strength 
protects, seldom have I been more thankful for our power. 

Like every American, I value freedom above all else. But 
when the u.s. Olympic Committee and American athletes sacrificed 
for an Afghan nation half a world away, seldom have I loved our 
people more. [Applause] 

We are blessed to be Americans. We are an example to the 
world. Don't let anyone tell you that we're less than we've been. 
And don't let anyone make us less than we can be. [Applause] 
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POLITICAL JOKES 

THE QUALITY OF RONALD REAGAN'S THINKING CAN BE GAUGED 

BY THE FACT THAT WHENEVER I QUOTE HIM, THE REPUBLICANS CALL IT 

A "VICIOUS PERSONAL ATTACK." 

* * * 

PERHAPS IT'S UNFAIR TO CRITICIZE RONALD REAGAN FOR HIS 

LAPSES. LIKE THE ONE THE OTHER DAY, ON TELEVISION, WHEN HE 

DIDN'T KNOW WHO GISCARD O'ESTAING WAS. 

IF REAGAN IS ELECTED PRESIDENT, IT'LL BE THE FIRST TIME 

IN HISTORY WHEN PARTICIPANTS AT INTERNATIONAL SUMMITS WILL HAVE 

TO WEAR NAME TAGS. I CAN SEE IT NOW: "HELLO. My NAME IS 

HELMUT SCHMIDT. GERMANY. u 

GERMANY. You KNOW -- JUST ACROSS THE MAGINOT LINE. 

* * 

THE FIRST THING RONALD REAGAN WANTED TO DO WAS SET THE 

RIGHT TONE FOR HIS CAMPAIGN -- TO SHOW THAT HE WAS REALLY IN TOUCH 

WITH THE BURNING ISSUES OF OUR TIME. SO HE CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE, 

AND IT WORKED. FOR DAYS THE PAPERS HAVE BEEN FILLED WITH STORIES 

ABOUT QUEMOY, MATSU, AND THE STRAITS OF FORMOSA. 

IF THAT SORT OF THING KEEPS UP, THE NEXT THING YOU KNOW, 

VIETNAM WILL BE BACK IN THE NEWS. 

* * * 
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THERE WAS ONE EXCELLENT RESULT FROM BUSH'S TRIP. AFTER 

HE BRIEFED REAGAN ON WHAT HE SAW, REAGAN EMERGED WITH A TERRIFIC 

IDEA FOR OUR NATIONAL DEFENSES. FIRST YOU BUILD THIS BIG WALL ... 

* 

REAGAN SAID HE'S DETERMINED NOT TO REPEAT HIS CHINA MISTAKE. 

SO HE'S STUDYING UP ON RUSSIA. HE'S SEEN HDOCTOR ZHIVAGOH 

TWICE ALREADY. 

* * 

A KEY PART OF REAGAN'S CAMPAIGN STRATEGY IS TO SHOW THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE THAT HE'S A MAN OF PEACE. I GUESS THAT'S WHY 

HE CAME OUT IN FAVOR OF THE WAR IN VIETNAM. 

I'M NOT SURE IF HE'S TAKEN A POSITION YET ON CRIMEA. 

* * * 

THINGS HAVE BEEN LOOKING GRIM FOR REAGAN -- HE'S BEEN 

ON THE DEFENSIVE. BUT I UNDERSTAND HE'S DECIDED TO GET ON THE 

OFFENSIVE, CHANGE THE ISSUE, AND LASH OUT AGAINST THE ENEMY ... 

CHARLES DARWIN. 

* * * 

THERE'S SOMETHING TROUBLING HERE. THE MAN WHO CO-STARRED 

WITH A CHIMPANZEE IN HBEDTIME FOR BONZOH NOW TELLS US THAT HE HAS 

SERIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION. MAYBE BONZO KNOWS 

SOMETHING WE DON'T. 

* ~. * 
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SOME PEOPLE ARE WORRIED ABOUT WHO REAGAN WOULD APPOINT 

TO THE SUPREME COURT. Now IT LOOKS AS THOUGH HE'D ALSO RE-OPEN 

THE SCOPES MONKEY TRIAL. 

* * * 

I DON'T KNOW WHAT THESE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE LEAGUE OF 

WOMEN VOTERS ARE ALL ABOUT. THE DEBATES HAVE ALREADY BEGUN. 

FIRST WE HAD THE GREAT CHINA DEBATE. IF YOU WATCHED 

REAGAN AND BUSH OVER THE LAST WEEK, YOU'D THINK THEY WERE STILL 

RUNNING AGAINST EACH OTHER. 

THEN WE HAD THE REAGAN-RHODES DEBATE. THAT'S WHEN REAGAN 

WENT IN FRONT OF THE CAMERAS TO SAY THAT HIS BACKER, THE GOVERNOR 

OF OHIO, WAS WRONG TO THINK THAT A $90 BILLION OIL IMPORT BILL 

IS INFLATIONARY. 

THEN WE HAD THE REAGAN-GREENSPAN DEBATES. THAT'S WHEN HIS 

OWN ECONOMIC ADVISOR DISAGREED WITH HIM. THINK OF THE NERVE OF 

THAT -- GREENSPAN HAD THE GALL TO CONTRADICT REAGAN IN PUBLIC, AND 

SAY THERE'S ACTUALLY A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A RECESSION AND A 

DEPRESSION. 

* * * 
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RONALD REAGAN'S CAMPAIGN IS OFF TO AN EXCELLENT START. 

FIRST HE TURNED THE CLOCK BACK TEN YEARS AND LAID OUT A 

PLAN TO WIN THE WAR IN VIETNAM. 

THEN HE TURNED THE CLOCK BACK THIRTY YEARS AND DECLARED 

HIS SUPPORT FOR CHIANG KAI-SHEK. 

THEN HE TURNED THE CLOCK BACK THIRTY MILLION YEARS AND 

DECLARED HIS OPPOSITION TO CHARLES DARWIN. 

IF THIS KEEPS UP, THE FLAT EARTH SOCIETY IS SURE TO 

ENDORSE HIM. 
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C~ ~ ICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT'S PRESS SECRETARY 

E: :_ .JD FOR DELIVERY 
(l~ . ,_-" .L: . 9: 3 0 p.m. EDT) August 14, 1.980 

NEW YORK CITY, Aug. 14--Following is the text of Vice President 
' Walter F. Mondale's acceptance speech, as prepared for delivery 
before the Democratic National Convention in Madison Square Garden. 

Mr. Speaker, Fellow Americans, Fellow Democrats: 

I am honor~d to accept your nomination. I am proud to 
be Jimmy Carter's running mate. And I am proud to run on our 
Party's progressive platform. 

This has been an extraordinary week in American politics. 
We have just held the most representative, most open political 
convention in American history. 

Last month in Detroit, another convention was held -­
isolated in a bubble of privilege from the city that hosted 
them. ---

A comfortable convention, composed of America's wealthy, 
told us they symbolized the nation. 

A malapportioned convention, where the cities were denied 
their share of delegates, told us they symbolized democracy. 

A token convention, whose workers and women and minorities 
sat at the back of the bus, told us they symbolized the people. 

They spoke of realism -- and cheered the gold standard. 
They spoke of truth -- and said Franklin Roosevelt caused World 
War II. They spoke of moderation and vindicated Barry 
Goldwater. They spoke of justice with a script by Ph~llis 
Schlafly. They spoke of fairness with a text by Jesse Helms. 

But tonight, thi~ Democratic Convention is a mirror of all 
America -- all of it, black and white, Asian and Hispanic, Native 
and immigrant, male and female, young and old, urban and rural, 
white collar and blue collar. 

When we speak of peace, the voice is Ed Muskie's. When 
we speak of workers, the words are Lane Kirkland's and Doug 
Fraser's. When we speak of freedom, the dream is Coretta King's. 
When we speak of compassion, the fire is Ted Kennedy's. When 
we speak of courage, the spirit is Jimmy Carter's. When we in 
this '!lall speak for Amer ica -- it is Amer ica that is speaking. 

Tonight, at this Democratic Convention, let us openly 
declare our faith: We believe in the fundamental decency of the 
American people. And we believe in strong, efficient, compassionate 
government. 

We believe that America's greatest strength is its values. 
Our love of freedom, our sense of fairness, our spirit of service: 
these beliefs have been passed on in ~very accent that America 
speaks in Polish and Italian and Yiddish and Greek; at kitchen 
tables in Boston, on family farms in my own Midwest. 

We Democrats believe that government can serve those values. 
No government can guarantee a perfect life for anyone. No government 
can substi tute for our famil ies, ·our churches, our synagogues, our 
neighborhoods, our volunteers. But a progressive government must 
do two things. It must create the conditions to help all people 
build better lives for themselves. And it must do so efficiently 
and honestly and fairly. 
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We disagree. Let him ask the au t o worker in Detroit if the 
right to collective bargaining is "nothing." Let him ask the senior 
~itizen in Philadelphia if Social Security indexed for inflation 
' is "nothing." Let him ask the freshman in Chicago if student assistanc 
is "nothing." Let him ask the family in Boulder if clean air and pure 
water and - protected wilderness are "nothing . " Let ~im ask the people 
of Selma if the right to vote is "nothing." 

Those rights, those programs, are the work of the Democrats. 
Everyone of them was fiercely opposed by the Republicans. They've 
been out of step with America for 50 years. And their nominee 
is out of step wi th Amer ica today .. 

Today, most Americans -- the Democratic Party; even four . 
decades of Republicans going back to Wendell Willkie; all of them 
want the Constitution to guarantee the Equal Rights of women --
but not Ronald Reagan. 

Today, most Americans believe that we must have strong Federal 
aid to education and a Department of Education to deliver it -­
but not Ronald Reagan. 

Most Americans ' believe that no family should be impoverished 
by medical debts when tragic _illness strikes -- but not 
Ronald Reagan. 

Most Americans believe in labor law reform to protect the 
worker rights we won in the thirties -- but not Ronald Reagan. 

Most Americans believe that workers' health and safety 
should be protected by a strong Federal law -- but not 
Ronald Reagan. .' 

Most Americans believe we need energy conservation to 
cut our dependence on foreign oil -- but not Ronald Reagan. 

Most Americans, including the American Bar Association, 
believe in a judiciary free from right-wing loyalty tests -­
but not Ronald Reagan. 

And yet the Republican nominee wants us to forget all 
he stands for. Forget forty years of extreme positions. 

All of a sudden we are told the Republican Party is for jo bs. 
The Party that gave us both t he Great Depression, and the 
highest unemployment since then, would have us believe they're 
now for working people and are leaving no one behind. 

I've been in politics for many years, and I've noticed 
that the closer Republican oratory moves to Franklin Roosevelt, 
the closer their policies move to Herbert Hoover. 

This year's version of "prosperity's just around the 
corner" is called Reagan-Kemp-Roth. It's simple, and it 
goes like this: Cut taxes by one trillion dollars by 1987. 

That's it -- their entire strategy. Everyone of their 
promises -- your next paycheck, your grocer.y bill, your 
home -- they all hang from that slender thread. 

It's a trillion dollar tax cut -- built on a two-cent 
theory. Every leading economist has rejected it, most Americans 
disbelieve it, and for good reason. First, it is obviously, 
murderously, in.flationary. Even Business Week said it "would 
touch off an inflationary explosion that would wreck the country." 

·1 
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S e c Q~d, th ~ most regressive tax proposal ever made. It's 
the o l aes ~ ~ b lic a n idea of all: tax cuts for the wealthy, 
tric k le -do~ : , 'c r t he rest of Americans. If you're an executive 
earning $2 00 , 000 a year, you get back enough to buy a Mercede.s. 
If you're a teacher, you get back enough to buy i hubcap. And 

,if you're unemployed or on Social Security, you don't even 
,get back bus fare. 

Kemp-Roth is an insult to the intelligence of the American 
people. The only way to cut taxes by a trillion dollars, add 
billions to defense, and balance the budget all at the same 
time -- as they propose -- is to destroy everything that 
Roosevelt, and Truman, and Kennedy, and Johnson, and Humphrey, 
and Carter, and every delegate in this hall have achieved. 

Only if Mr. Reagan repealed Medicare and Medicaid and 
all our programs for schools and cities and veterans and 
the unemployed -- only then could he finance his tax 
scheme. Only if he destroyed the Social Security System 
and all who depend on it -- only then would the job be done. 

It's hard to believe that anyone -- even Ronald Reagan -­
would actually do that. After all, what kind of person would 
try to wipe out every program since Roosevelt? 

He'd have to be a person who believes, "Fascism was really 
the basis for the New Deal." Who would ever say something 
like that? Ronald Reagan did. 

He'd have to be a person who calls the weak and disadvantaged~ 
"a faceless mass waiting for handouts." Who would ever say 
something like that? Ronald Reagan. 

He'd have to be a person who would call programs that 
help blacks and Hispanics "demeaning" and "insulting." Who 
would ever say something like that? Ronald Reagan. 

He'd have to be a person who believes, "The minimum wage 
has caused more misery and unemployment than anything since 
the Great Depression." Who would ever say something like 
that? Ronald Reagan. 

He'd have to be a person who thinks anti-trust suits should 
bust up our trade unions. Who would ever propose something 
like that? Ronald ·Reagan. 

He'd have to be a person who would wreck the Social Security 
system by making it voluntary. Who would ever suggest something 
like that? Ronald Reagan. 

He'd have to be ~person who would destroy our family farm 
programs because they "subsidize the inefficient." Who would ever 
say something like that? Ronald Reagan. 

. He'd have to be a person who would ~pp6se the great Civil 
RIghts Act of 1964 as "a bad piece of legislation." Who would 
ever say something like that? Ronald Reagan. 

He'd have to be a person who would call the members of 
the League of Women Voters "Rhine Maidens." Who would ever say 
something like that? Ronald Reagan. 

Those beliefs are alien to everything I know about America. 
That negative thinking was not part of the small towns of rural 
Minnesota where I grew up. That tone of resentment was never 
heard in my father's church. That cynicism was not what I felt 
in the high schools, the farms, the factories, and the homes 
that I've visited allover the nation in the last three and a 
half y ears. 

3 , 
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The fact is that people want to work together. ) wa n t 
to build. They're confident. And as the Republica" !~ e e wi ~ l 
be surprised to learn in November, the American peo~ ' 0 no~ w~n t 
to turn back. They want to move forward -- and movi ),~ fo rward 
is what we've done over the last three and a ' half years . 

This Administration has a good solid progressive r ecord. 
~e're going to run on , it, and we're going to win with it. 

In 1976, in this city, from this podium, we said we 
believed in jobs. Today there are over 8 million morB people at 
work than on the day President Carter was inaugurated. A higher 
percentage of working-age Americans is on the job today than ever 
before. We have added more jobs to the workforce in one term 
than any other Administration in our history. 

But we know there are still too many American unemployed and 
we will not rest until every American who wanG a job has one. 

In 1976, we said we believed in education. After eight 
years of Republican vetoes and impoundments, President Carter 
has added more support to education than any of his prececessors, 
and he already goes down as the most pro-education President in 
our history. 

In 1976, we said we believed in dignity for our seniors. 
We rescued the Social Security system from the brink of bankruptcy 
where the Republicans left it, and we made sure that benefits kept 
on growing. We increased health care programs for the elderly by 
over 50 percent. We doubled housin9 aid. We eliminated the cash 
downpayment requirement for Food Stamps. We proposed and passed 
the nation's first program to help older Americans with their 
fuel bills. 

Up and down the progressive agenda, this Administration 
has delivered. President Carter has appointed more women and 
minorities to top government jobs and to the Federal bench than 
all of his predecessors combined. We created the first farmer-held 
reserves and each year broke all-time farm export records. We 
passed the biggest increase in the minimum wage in our history. 
We doubled legal services for the poor. We built the most effective 
across-the-board pro-city policy in our history'. We built the 
largest youth employment program in our history. And we did all 
of this within a tight budget designed to reduce inflation. 

That is a good solid record. The American people do not want 
to destroy it, and two generations of hard work, in the name of a 
monstrous quick-fix tax cut for the rich. The American people do 
not want to wipe out a half-century of progress in a know-nothing 
season of resentment. 

The Amer~can people do want their government to be 
efficient and honest. And I am convinced they also want their 
government to fight for social and economic justice. On that 
belief I will stake this election. 

We will also stake this contest on the paramount issue the 
Republi cans tried to raise in Detroit -- the question of 
national strength. We gladly accept that challenge. 

,The preside~t of the United States has an enormous job. 
He 1S charged w1th the most sober responsibility ever vested 
in a single person -- the burden of nuclear power. He is the 
leader of the civilized world. He must defend its freedom. 
He must grasp the complexities of 150 nations in a world 
swept by change. He must protect our security by freeing us 
from dependence on foreign oil. 

To do all~this, our nation must have a strong President. 
Yet last month Ronald Reagan spent two days on national 
televis~on drawing up a plan to divide the presidency and 
weaken 1ts - power. Anyone who seeks the presidency -- and in 
his first serious act convenes a Constitutional Convention 
in his hotel room to weaken his office -- fails to understand 
the ~onstitution, the presidencYJ and what national strength 
requ1res. 
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I · .; ponsibility of a strong President is to 

Fer eight years before we came into office -- while , 
the s ov i'; '. ;:; r elen tlessly expanded the ir mi Ii tary power -­
r e al AmL~i can def e nse spending fell by 35 percent. That is 
the Republican record. But under President Carter, we've 
not only increased real defense support by more than 10 
percent -- we're also investing in the most sophisticated 
weapons in the world. Today, no American general or admiral 
would dream of trading our defenses for the forces of any . 
other nation on earth. 

But Mr. Reagan scolds us for cancelling an outmoded bomber 
that would be obsolete and vulnerable the day it was launched. 
President Carter chose instead the modern cruise missile -­
which renders the whole expensive Soviet air defense system 
obsolete. 

Up and down the defense agenda, the Republicans repeat 
the same mistake. They want to resurrect decommissioned Ships~ 
They want to revive the ABM system -- which· even Richard Nixon 
scrapped. With obsolete missiles, mothballed ships, vulnerable 
bombers, and petrified ideas, they would waste billions on 
defense relics that would only drain and weaken us. 

President Carter does not want to mimic Soviet bulk. He 
has chosen to offset it with our greatest resource -- the 
genius of American technology. As a result, this nation today 
is building security not for yesterday, but for the rest of 
the century. 

National strength requires more than just military might: 
it requires the commitment of the President to ~rms control. 

If there ·is one thing that concerns me most about the world 
our children will inherit, it is the fear that somehow, for some 
reason that no one will remember, the world will resort ta the 
final madness of a nuclear holocaust. Reason, common sense, 
and a decent respect for humanity demand that we stall this 
nuclear arms race before it bankrupts and destroys us all. 

Without arms control, everything is out of control. without 
the SALT treaty to limit strategic arms, we would be forced to 
waste billions on weapons that buy us nothing but less secur i ty. 

And even though it took seven years to negotiate the current 
treaty; even though our President, our Secretary of Defense, 
everyone of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and every one of our 
NATO allies want this arms treaty ratified; even though the majority 
of the American people want arms cont~ol -- Mr. Reagan for the life 
of him cannot understand why. 

Mr. Reagan: for the life of all of us, we must have arms 
control, and we must have a President committed to arms control. 
And in Jimmy Carter that's exactly what we have. 

Above all, America I s · strength depends on Amer ica' s values. 
Every time we have a foreign policy that reflects American 
beliefs, we capture the imaginati~nof people the world over. 

Last month I was in Nigeria -- the world's most powerful 
black nation, and the second largest source 'of American oil. 
A few years ago the Republican Secretary of State was told he 
couldn't land his plane there because his Administration 
refused to support human rights and majority rule. 

But I was welcomed in Nigeria because the United 
States under President Carter is on the side of human rights. 
And ten months ago, when Nigeria became one of the largest 
democ~acies on earth -- they patterned their new constitutio~ 
on our own. 
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Today, Rhodesia has had a democr a tic transiti o ' 
the Soviets suffered a setback. Today our human -
policy is drawing the nations of Africa and the w'.-,:­
us like a magnet. 
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The Republicans say that a strong nation is onE:: : na t 
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never apologized to anyone. I say it's a nation i'iho se leaders 
are not doing things for which we must apologize. 

A foreign policy that reflects American values advances 
American interests. 

When President Ca.rter saw through the ratificationof the 
Panama Canal treaties we not only rid ourselves of the 
last vestiges of colonialism: we also strengthened our influence 
in Latin America. When the President normalized relations with 
China, he not only told one-fourth~tthe human race we realize ' 
they exist: he also established a powerful counterforce to 
Soviet aggression. When the President denounced the persecution 
of Andrei Sakharov, he not only affirmed individual liberty: he 
also unmasked the Kremlin to other nations. 

Tonight, fellow Democrats, our nation is at peace. Our 
armed forces are engaged in combat nowhere in the world. But 

.~ 
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in his years of preparing for his presidential campaign, Mr. Reagan ' 
has suggested that American forces be sent to Ecuador, to Angola, 
to Rhodesia, to Panama, to Cyprus, to Pakistan, to North Korea, 
to the Middle East. 

I don't think the American people want that. They want a 
President who's steady, who's sober, who's experienced, and who's 
demonstrated he knows how to keep'the peace. They want a President 
like Jimmy Carter, who took two nations like Egypt and Israel, which 
had seen four wars in 30 years, and brought them to Camp David to 
build a peace treaty between them. Today Israel and Egypt aren't 
exchanging bullets: they're exchangiqg ambassadors. The American 
people want their President to pursue peace, and that's why they'll 
re-elect President Carter. -- ---- -

Let me add a special word about Israel, Israel is our 
friend, ' our conscience, our partner. Its well-being is in our 
moral, political, and strategic interests. I stand before you 
and say that the people of the United States stand by Israel -_ 
in this term, in the next term, and always. 

In the last three and a half years, you have permitted me 
to serve as your Vice President. I've been privileged to 
represent you to the people of every continent on this earth. 
And the more I've traveled abroad, the more I've loved my home. 

I have spent my whole life in the struggle for civil rights. 
But when I heard the President of Senegal quote the words of Martin 
Luther King, seldom have I loved our conscience more. 

My whole life I've been proud of the refuge we've been to 
exiles. But when I saw the men of the USS Midway who had saved 
boat people from the sea, seldom have I prized our compassion more. 

I have been my whole life an advocate for famil y farming. But 
when I spent a week in China answering questions about its triumphs, 
seldom have I respected our genius more. 

All my life I've believed that America must be strong. But 
when I met the people of Norway whose independence our strength 
protects, seldom have I been more thankful for our power. 

Like every American, I value freedom above all else. But 
when the U.S. Olympic Committee and American athletes sacrificed 
for the Afghan nation half a world away, seldom have I loved our 
people more. • 

We are bl e ssed to be Americans. We are an e x ample to the 
world. Don't let anyone tell you we're less than we've been. 
And don't let anyone make us less than we can be. 

# JL 
- IT # 
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