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W AS HING TON 

July 1, 1977 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM: DICK MOE 

SUBJECT: TALKING POINTS FOR WEDNESDAY LUNCIT, JULY 6 , 1 ') -; I 

I. Reaction to B-1 Bomber Decision 

- Reaction on the Hill and elsewhere has been excellent. 
It's a real shot in the arm for libera ls, and it's 
bound to help us in dealing with them on o ther is sues . 

It has also enhanced your credibility on economy i n 
government. People now realiz e you are serious about 
this commitment, across the board. 

- Finally, most everyone was deeply impre s sed by the 
process through which you arrived at t he decision. It 
was rational and objective, and t hat in itself wa s 
unprecedented in these matters and demonstra t ed real 
leadership. 

- You might consider asking Ray Mar s h al l to move quickly 
to see what can be done to cushion the blow from the 
expected layoffs from Rockwe ll , especially in Californi a . 

II. Voter Registration 

- Continued progress, but no thin g dramatically new. We're 
now over 200 votes and we think we can s ee how we can 
get t he rest. 

- I talked with Danny after your meeting v,1ith hir.1. Yo',] 
clearly got his attention and, I be l i eve, s oftened him 
up. I called George Dunne with the same thing in mind 
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in anticipation of his talking with Danny during 
the recess, but his response wasn't very encouraging. 
We'll just have to wait and see what Danny comes back 
with. 

The two most important things yet to be done, in my 
judgment, are your meetings with J5~20~.t.b<;.:r;-n ."g~1c::g9-

..t..ioru> and a full-court press by the_J louse leaci.ers)1ip . 
just before the vote. If they d~~he kind of job on 
this that they did on the Hatch Act and pay raise , I 
have no doubt we'll be OK. I suggest. we ge t. t.h e leader ­
ship in shortly after the recess and ask for this kind 
of effort. 

Congressional Public Financ~ng 

- Dick Clark reports tha t he has the 3.Q __ votes nee decJ 
for cloture, although it may take ~ore than one cloture 
vote to shut off the expected filibus ter. 

- He and Alan Cranston have approached Byrd about 
scheduling the bill for floor action , and Dick 
optimistic that Byrd will agree to do so. 

- Frank Moore's people and 'rreasury have been helpful 
in lining up cloture votes, but if the y c ome up one or 
two short the first time around, we may have to weigh 
in. 

IV. Middle East 

- I believe your remarks at last Thursday's Press 
Conference limiting public comme nt on the spe c if icat ion~-, 

of a Middle East settlement prior to your meetings with 
Prime Minister Begin have been well received by the 
American Jewish Community. 

- Bob Lipshutz and I met last we e k with Rabbi Sternstein 
of the Zionist Organization of America prior to ZOA's 
annual convention in Jerusalem next week. I encouraqed 
Sternstein to take greater note of the positive e l eme n ts 
in my San Francisco speech, reflecting your support for 
Israel. 

- I believe your meeting this afternoon with the American 
Jewish community leaders will provide further importan t 
rea~surance to the co~nunity. 
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VI. 

VII. 

Guinea (If you have not yet discussed this with the President) 

- I had a useful meeting with Prime Minister Beavogui 
(bayahVOghee) of Guinea last week, and sent you a brief 

memorandum summarizing the highlights. 

- Of greatest significance to me were Guinea 's decision 
to end Soviet r e connaissance flights out of Conakry, 
the statement by the Prime Minister that hi s country no 
longer has any doubts about your African pol icy and 
enthusiastically supports that policy, and his expressed 
desire, in behalf of President Sekou Toure , to have 
improved relations between Guinea and the U. S . 

- I think it would be very helpful if State and the NSC 
were to analyze this high level Guinean mes sage and 
develop a recommended u.s. response . 

Meeting with Swedish Foreign Minister 

- I met with Foreign Minister Sode r of Sweden last week . 
I took the occa sion of the meet i ng to urge Sweden to 
join with us in encouraging UN Secretary Ge nera l Waldheim 
to pre pare fully and i mmediately for the UN role in 
Namibia . 

- The Foreign Minister 's principa l concern - - concern 
repea tedly expressed to me by v i siting Norwe g ian 
ministe rs -- i s o ver the Cargo Preference Act . 

Whil e Swedish shipping does not b e gin t o compare in 
magnitude with Norway's, the ~wc:des LlH=:: VJcrric-d abou t 
the current shipping slump and ho pe that you will not 
act to r equi re more oil imports to be carried on US 
flag tankers. 

- The Foreig n Minister was very pleased \-li.th yO U): ]3-1 
decision, announced earlie r that day , saying th;) t i t \-h).S 

a welcome and concrete ma n ifestation of your ef fort s 
to bring the arms race under con t rol. 

Organized Crim~ 

- I've reviewed the memo from the Attorney Ge ne ral o n 
Organized Crime . (a copy of the memo is a tta ched ) 

- This is an area where I think we should ha v e a major 
initiative, possibly a message or state me nt in early 
fall. 
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'l'here is some concern, reflected in staff discussions with 
the Domestic Council and outside law enforcement experts, 
that a statement of this kind would not be well received 
unless we take a h a rd look at several things . These 
include: 

Possible re-orientation of functions o f the Justice 
Department central staff and the U.S. Attorney's off i ces, 
so that more of the routine c a seload is shifted ou tsidr:. 
of Washing ton, f reeing up r esources h e re t o concent rate 
on the big, multi-jurisdictional cases , sett in g priorit j . :~. 
and managing the caseload. 

Mobilizing State and loca l as well as federal r esou rces 
to de al with organized crime and possibly oth(~ r forms 
of serious crime. 

Possible use of some of the fund s in LEAA to deal with 
organized crime. 

Since a number of these issues involve organizational 
questions that the Reorgani zati on Project is now working 
on, I think it would make sense to involve them in this 
effort. 
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MATERIAL) 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT -
FROM: DICK MOE ~~~:~ .. ' 
SUBJECT: MONDAY LUNCH TALKING POINTS - July 11, 1977 

__ ~~r:C·~ 
I. Voter Registration -r-=-') i.t ( I ( l ! ,..-" . 

- The bill is tentatively scheduled for a week 
tomorrow - the 19~ and 20th - for House Floor 
The leadership ~s started a whip count and we 
should have the results Thursday. 

from 
action. 

- As you know, the leadership has to go all out for 
us if we're to win. They're committed but not yet 
energized, and I hope you can ask them for a full 
court press either at ~omorro~s leadershiE breakfast 
or at a seperate meeting. You migfitZ~k them to ' 
stay behind for five minutes. I'm convinced only 
a strong personal appeal from you will result in the 

r I 'Kind of effort we need. 
'{ I (". k - Finally, this is the last week we have for you to 

1,\ . meet with some of the key delegations. May I work with 
\ .J t Frank Moore to schedule one or two meetings? 

II. Public Financing 

- Dick Clark had a good talk with Bob Byrd about 
scheduling this bill for floor action and, while Byrd 
gave no firm commitments, Clark believes he is very 
receptive to the idea and will bring it up when he 
sees an opening. 
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(CONFI~ENTTAT, PORTION 
INCLUDED) 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

July 15, 1977 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT 

FROM: DICK MOE 

SUBJECT: MONDAY LUNCH TALKING POINTS - July 18, 1977 

I. President's Schedule 

- I've been thinking about our conversation Friday 
about the terrible burdens of your schedule. If 
there's any way I can help lift some of that 
burden from you, please let me know. 

II. Voter Registration 

- I'~ sick about having to go for the optional bill, 
but we really had no cholce. The votes just 
weren't there and the leadership wasn't prepared to 
go ahead. 

- The optional bill will still be a significant step 
forward, however, and I'm convinced a number of 
states will opt for the plan. 

- I will speak to the House Democratic Caucus Wednesday 
morning at Tip's request, and I'm hopeful of getting 
nearly unanimous Democratic support for the bill. 

- There will be an effort on the part of some younger 
members, led by Don Bonker of Washington, to try 
to attach a mandatory post-card amendment to the bill, 
but I don't know what its prospects are. They plan 
to keep it quiet before the vote. 
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- You should know that Frank Moore and his staff 
have been extremely helpful throughout this effort. 
In fact I'm getting consistently good reports 
on Frank from the Hill and I think he's doing a 
very effective job. 

Neutron Bomb 

- The Senate as an institution was placed on the 
defensive on this issue and we made it more diffi­
cult for them to support us. 

Intelligence .Reorganization 

- What role would you like me to play in resolving 
the differences between Stan Turner and Harold Brown? 

- Here's my view of where I think we are and where 
we should try to head. 

V. Chad 

- Following our 
cordial - meetin 

reakfast on Friday, I had a very 
with Vice President Djime (GEE-may). 

- I told him that 
with you and th 
States wants to e of 
are concerned by this 
integrity. 

discussed his country's concerns 
had indicated that the United 
assistance to Chad -- that we 
violation of Chad's territorial 

- I said that while could not be specific as to the 
type of equipment present, that we are looking into 
the possibilities e rnestly and intensively and that 
his visit would ensu e that his country receives a 
prompt response. 

- Assistant Secretary Moose of the State Department 
participated in the meeting. He indicated separately 
to me that the State D partment will be in touch with 
the French and other c untries early this week to 
discuss the nature of ssistance to Chad. 
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Southern Trip <E r Y~l Lt..), 

- live heard nothing but favorable reviews about your ~ 
trip, particularly the town meeting in Yazoo City. ;V~ r. 
This is clearly a perfect format , for you, and I .. / ' . ...t l 
hope you ' 11 continue to use it . 

II. \ New Jersey 

- I had a good trip into the state for Brendan Byrne. 
Under their state matching formula, they figure 
they raised about $400,000. It's going to be a 
very tough race, but there's a good chance Byrne 
could pull it out. 

III. Voter Registration 

- The leadership tentatively plans to bring the bill 
up this week. Even with the optional amendment, 
it still promises to be very close so welre 
working on members one-on-one again . Welve picked 
up almost the entire North Carolina delegation and 
others scattered elsewhere, but welve also lost a few 
origiona1 supporters. We should now have about ten 
or twelve Republicans. 

Frank Thompson and Dick Moe met with Mendel Davis 
about his and Dawson Mathis' amendment. The long 
and short of it is that we have agreed to support 
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the amendment in the unlikely event thQt the House 
votes to retain the mandQtory nature of the bill. 
Otherwise everyone agrees it's not necessary, and 
they won't even offer it . 

Public Financing 

- This bill will be brought up in the Senate today ! 
Under an agreement witn the Republicans, there 
will be no filibuster of the motion to take up 
the bill, but rather only one filibuster of the 
bill itself. The cloture vote will most likely 
take place Friday, and as of now we have only 
59 votes. 

- Bob Byrd has mentioned how strongly he feels he 
needs our help in getting cloture. I have 
offered to make any calls they want. (The president 
has been given a call list already) , 

Urban Strategy 
i 

/ 

- I believe there's a need fo the administration to 
find some innovative, fairy low cost ways to show 
concern for the cities . lthough~ it's unjustified, 
there's a growing beliet ~ particularly in the 
Northeast, that we're glecting urban problems, and 
the blackout has accel rated this , 

- Whatever we do -- an . there are no easy solutions -­
should not be just HUD strategy , but rather a 
government-wide stntegy, hopefully involving the 
business community mayors, churches ~ and neighborhood 
groups. 

Among the major questions that need attention are: 

1) How can we ~target existing funds to help 
stimulate incre.ased economic activity? 

2) What additional incentives are needed for 
urban investment? 

3) How can we better coordinate federal aid for 
the cities? 
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4) What if any experimental ograms show promise? 

- This kind of effort should rQbably start out in 
a very low key manner so not to raise expectations 
unduly . 

- You might consider ho ding your next town meeting 
in an urban neighbor ood to demonstrate your concern. 

VI. Possibility of a Second Report to the Nations on Energy 

- After the House acts, it might be useful to consider 
a second report to the nation on energy, stressing 
the progress that has been made, cooperation by the 
Congr~ss, and the priority attached to completing 
action this year. 

VII. Organized Crime 

- I was very pleased by the meeting last week. I 
understand that the Attorney General will be putting 
together a meeting with other Cabinet members, which 
he would chair in the next few days. I plan to attend 

1./'.. and am convinced that you are right in seeking 
comprehensive federal-state-local participation in 
the effort. 

VII 1. Ita ly 

1) Andreotti Visit. It i my understanding that 
Andreotti is doing reason bly well in leading Italy 
to recovery from the 197 recession -- with the 
current growth rate of bout 5.6 percent. However, 
unemployment is still "gh, particularly among the 
young, and the discont nt has led to a shocking level 
of crime and terroris . 

2) Politically, wit the agreement reached on July 
4 on the program of he Italian government, Andreotti 
seems to have bough a few more months at least for 
his government. However, based on the intelligence 
reports I have real' discussions on the program had 
heavy involvement f Berlinguer and the communists 
and mark a signifi ant step in the direction of formal 
involvement of the communists in the policy-making 
process . 
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3} Your t~lks with. Andreott this/ week mark i.i 
useful opportunity to draw h m ~t on this process~ 
how he sees the rel~tionship ~th the communists~ 
and the prospects - .. , if any - he sees for further 
strengthening of the Chri . ian Democratic Party, 

VIVo Consultations with Congress 

l} I believe the program that you and Hamilton 
have initiated on more intensive high-level 
cORs.ul.tatio[ls ·wrtrrmefntn~rs of the--se-n-a"t"e- Wf11 ' have 
beneficial results. 

2) The one point which Senators Culver, Hart, 
and Leahy emphasized in our meeting last week 
was their desire for genuine consultations before 
your decisions on major foreign policy issues and 
national security issues are announced, 

3) If they are to deal eff~ctively with their 
constituents and to handle their business in 
the Senate 1n a way that responds more effectively 
to their cbnstituents, they feel they must be 
brought into the picture _early enough so that 
they appear at 1 east to l>e"fi"a¥tng a hand in the 
busines~ of government ~- rather than just 
responding positively or negatively to ' the Executive. 

4} This week and next I will be meeting with some 
15 to 20 more Senators to continue these consultations. 

x, New British Ambassador 

l} I was very pleased to learn tDat you will be 
meeting with the new British Am~ssador~ Peter 
Jay, to receive his credentia ~ at the end of this 
week. l 

2) This early reception yJ'ill be of importance to 
and favorably noted by C,a, 11 aghan. . 

.' 
I 

3) Ambassador Jay has also a.sked to see me, . 
following his meeting with you • 
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XI. Positive Norwegian Statements on U.S. Foreign Policy 

1) During the meeting with Norwegian Foreign 
Minister Frydenlund two weeks ago, he mentioned 
that he had praised your foreign policy during 
his Parliament's foreign policy debate. 

2) His statement (text at Tab A) is indeed most 
positive. I believe Norway's favorable reaction 
to your policy mirrors favorable reactions in a 
growing number of countries. 

XII. Foreign Minister of Zaire 

1) At Cy Vance's request, I am scheduled to meet 
with the Forei gn Mi ni s ter of 2~.~, thi s Thursday. 

2) President Mobutu is sending him here with a 
message for you -- a message of thanks for our 
help during the recent fighting in the Shaba 
province, a message spelling out Zaire's position 
on human rights, and a message discussing the 
political and economic reforms Mobutu has introduced, 
largely at our suggestion. 
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August 1, 1977 

Public Financing 

The 49 votes for cloture on Friday was 
people thought we would get first time 

S' ,J 'f 1-.--- .. ~-'} ., , ' .' 

about what most 
around. 

Your statement opening your news conference in support 
of the bill was clearly helpful. Our allies in the 
Senate very much appreciated it. 

There will be another cloture vote Monday, but that 
will fail also. The key vote will be the third one, 
on Tuesday, when our strength will probably peak. 

It's going to be very, very tough, but our friends in 
the Senate know we're prepared to help. 

III. Strategy for 1970 Senate Races 
--------~--

The difficulty in invoking cloture dramatize s the 
importance of next year's Senate elections. The loss 
of even a few seats could be potentially very damaging 
to us. 

There are at least 12 seats that could go either way, 
an unusually high number for this early. That points 
up the necessity of our doing what we can now to 
maximize our chances, particularly in recruiti ng the 
strongest possible candidates and in giving early help 
to incumbent Democrats who may be vulnerable. 
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We have worked up an assessment of where we now stand 
in these races, who our best prospects are, and what 
we might do to help. I'd like to leave this memo 
with you and, if you agree with the recommenda t ions, 
begin to implement them. Ham and Frank have reviewed 
the memo and agree with it. 

IV. Voter Registration 

I know how disappointed you are about what's developed 
on this bill, and so am I. 

The problem with the bill is that there is simply no 
constituency for it. Moreover, everyone in Congress 
got elected without it and many are afraid of the new 
element of uncertainty it would inject into their 
races. Finally, the leadership was never enthusiastic. 

I'm not sure where we go from here, but I believe 
we ought to consider some kind of post-card bill 
which includes the optional election day provisions. 

The bill won't come up until September at the 
earliest, so we'll have some time to work on it with 
Frank Thomspon and others. 

V. Alaskan Natural Gas Transportation 

Dr. Schlesinger has now sent the President two preliminary 
memos. (TAB 1) 

There seems to be widespread agreement in the Executive 
Branch that Alcan is the best route, provided Canada's 
National Energy Board recommendations affecting cost 
and financeabi1ity can be modified. 

In part, for bargaining purposes with Canada, the rival 
El Paso al1-Alaska-tanker system is being treated as a 
very close contender. 

However, there are serious problems with the E1 Paso 
system. 
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- Like the oil pipeline, there is no agreement with 
California on .where the LNG tankers would land. 

- In many ways the siting difficulties with LNG are 
even more severe than with oil (primarily as a result 
of safety and the need to avoid a terminal near a 
population center). 

- Potential traffic volumes if you include petroleum, 
plus LNG from Southern Alaska, plus LNG from Northern 
Alaska, may well be a serious problem in California. 

- We do not need the equivalent of another Alaska oil 
pipeline with all of the uncertainty of how you 
deliver these supplies to U.S. consumers. 

When the decision memorandum is submitted, these problems 
will hopefully be flagged and more detailed information 
provided. 

While to pump up El Paso it may be effective as a 
bargaining strategy, we should not lose sight of 
the problems with the system, nor unduly raise the 
expectations of the State of Alaska and the maritime 
unions. They could come back to haunt us in the Congress 
if Alcan is ultimately selected. 

VI. ABA Speech 

You are preparing a major speech on intelligence policies 
and the rule of law for the ABA convention in Chicago. 
You will be working with Zbig and Griffin Bellon the 
key sections of the text. 

Once that is complete you will give the appropriate 
paragraphs to the President. You would like to follow 
the same process that secured your recent triumph with 
the NEA. 
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VII. Consultations with Congress on Foreign Policy 

I had a good meeting last Friday with Senators Sarbanes, 
Pell, Bumpers, Melcher and Matsunaga. 

They feel we have to be much more sensitive to the 
Majority Leader's scheduling problems . 

. -.. ; 

There was considerable support for language in the 
Panama Canal Treaty relating to a new canal the 
Senators believing that this would help them sell 
the Treaty to their constituents. (Memorandum to 
Hamilton Jordan on meeting with Senators at Tab A) 

VII I. Nami bi a 

At my request, Don ~1cHenry has sent me a usefu 1 upda te 
on Namibia (Tab B) . 

I have noted from the cable traffic that the UN 
Secretary Genet'al's Commissi oner for Namibia, Ahti saari , 
is almost as cautious "a s Waldheim (Tab C). 

He places emphasis on the need for conditions in Namibia 
conducive for holding elections, e.g . , the proba ble need 
for UN troops. 
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Friday was about what most 
first time around. 

Your statement opening your news conference in support 
of the bill was clearly helpful. Our allies in the 
Senate very much appreciated it. 

There will be another cloture vote Monday, but that 
will fail also. The key vote will be the third one, 
on Tuesday, when our strength will probably peak. 

It's going to be very, very tough, but our friends in 
the Senate know we're prepared to help. 

III. Strategy for 1978 Senate Races 

The difficulty in invoking cloture dramatizes the 
importance of next year's Senate elections. The loss 
of even a few seats could be potentially very damaging 
to us. 

There are at least 12 seats that could go either way, 
an unusually high number for this early. That points 
up the necessity of our doing what we can now to 
maximize our chances, particularly in recruiting the 
strongest possible candidates and in giving early help 
to incumbent Democrats who may be vulnerable. 
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We have worked up an assessment of where we now stand 
in these races, who our best prospects are, and what 
we might do to help. I'd like to leave this memo 
with you and, if you agree with the recommendations, 
begin to implement them. Ham and Frank have reviewed 
the memo and agree with it. 

IV, Voter _Registration 

I know how disappointed you are about what's developed 
on this bill, and so am I. 

The problem with the bill is that there is simply no 
constituency for it. Moreover, everyone in Congress 
got elected without it and many are afraid of the new 
element of uncertainty it would inject into their 
races. Finally, the leadership was never enthusiastic. 

I'm not sure where we go from here, but I believe 
we ought to consider some kind of post-card bill 
which includes the optional election day provisions. 

The bill won't come up until September at the 
earliest, so we'll have some time to work on it with 
Frank Thomspon and others. 

v. Alaskan Natural Gas Transportation 

Dr. Schlesinger has now sent the President two preliminary 
memos. (TAB 1) 

There seems to be widespread agreement in the Executive 
Branch that Alcan is the best route, provided Canada's 
National Energy Board recommendations affecting cost 
and financeability can be modified. 

In part, for bargaining purposes with Canada, the rival 
El Paso all-Alaska-tanker system is being treated as a 
very close contender. 

However, there are serious problems with the El Paso 
system. 
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- Like the oil pipeline, there is no agreement with 
California on where the LNG tankers would land. 

- In many ways the siting difficulties with LNG are 
even more severe than with oil (primarily as a result 
of safety and the need to avoid a terminal near a 
population center). 

- Potential traffic volumes if you include petroleum, 
plus LNG from Southern Alaska, plus LNG from Northern 
Alaska, may well be a serious problem in California. 

- We do nQlneed the equivalent of another Alaska oil 
pipeline with all of the uncertainty of how you 
deliver these supplies to U.S. consumers. 

When the decision memorandum is submitted, these problems 
will hopefully be flagged and more detailed information 
provided. 

While to pump up El Paso it may be effective as a 
bargaining strategy, we should not lose sight of 
the problems with the system, nor unduly raise the 
expectations of the State of Alaska and the maritime 
unions. They could come back to haunt us in the Congress 
if Alcan is ultimately selected. 

VI . ABA Speech 

You are preparing a major speech on intelligence policies 
and the rule of law for the ABA convention in Chicago. 
You will be working with Zbig and Griffin Bellon the 
key sections of the text. 

Once that is complete you will give the appropriate 
paragraphs to the President. You would like to follow 
the same process that secured your recent triumph with 
the NEA. 



-4-

VII. Consultations with Congress on Foreign Policy 

I had a good meeting last Friday with Senators Sarbanes, 
Pell, Bumpers, Melcher and Matsunaga. 

They feel we have to be much more sensitive to the 
Majority Leader's scheduling problems. nr::: 
There was considerable support for language in the 
Panama Canal Treaty relating to a new canal the 
Senators believing that this would help them sell 
the Treaty to their constituents. (Memorandum to 
Hamilton Jordan on meeting with Senators at Tab A) 

VIII. Namibia 

At my request, Don McHenry has sent me a useful update 
on Namibia (Tab B). 

I have noted from the cable traffic that the UN 
Secretary General's Commissioner for Namibia, Ahtisaari, 
is almost as cautious'as Waldheim (Tab C). 

He places emphasis on the need for conditions in Namibia 
conducive for holding elections, e.g., the probable need 
for UN troops. 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

IN~ORMATI~ON ---eoNE'!DENTIAL 

Memo No. 1312-77 July 29, 1977 

MENORANDUM FOR HAMILTON JORDAN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE VICE ?RES~DENT 

Consultations "''lith Senators Sarbanes, Pell, 
Bumpers ~ !1elcher and Matsunaga on Foreign 
Policy issues, July 29, 1977 

The central poi_nts made by the Senators during my July 29 
meeting were: 

the need for the White House to be more fully 
aware of the importance the Senate Majority Leader 
attaches to shaping and adhering to his schedule 
of legislative actions, and, in this connection, 

the need for a "traffic cop" at the White House, 
sensitive to political considerations, to coordinate 
with the Majority Leader on the timing of submission 
of difficult foreign policy issues for action by 
the Senate. 

It was the consensus of the Senators in attendance that 
the Administration tends to forward issues, however con­
troversial, to the Senate as soon as Executive Branch 
decisions are taken or as soon as U.S. negotiations are 
completed -- without adequate a -ttention to such important 
factors as the length of time the issue will require in 
the Senate; how this impacts on the Senate schedule; and 
how senate timing relates to domestic political considerations. 

Panama Canal 

A principal focus of our discussion was the Panama Canal 
n egotiations, in particular, timing and tactics relating 
to handling the Panama Canal Treaty in the Senate. All in 
attendance stressed the need for the White House working 
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wi th_ the. $ena.te ).\1ajori,ty Lea,der to '.veigh. timing and tactics 
before supmi.tting a Trea.ty to the ~enate -,..... a,nd before the 
Execut:j:vesignsaTreaty wi.th Panama ~ There was considerable 
concern on th.t ,s latter poi,nt, namely 1 that once the Executive 
signs a treaty wi.th Panama, i.t i .s commi.tted to send it;: to 
the Hill as soon a.s possible -,... th.erefore, we should be sure 
that the timing is right on the Bill before we sign. All 
agreed that the Treaty would require considerable time in 
the Senate and, for this reason, they again emphasized 
the need for the White House to work with Senator Byrd to 
identify the best timing in terms of the Senate calendar. 
On specific timing, Senator Pell suggested that next January 
would be better than this Fall because of Byrd's schedule 
for the Fall. Senator Melcher said there was no chance 
of passing a Treaty this year~ Senator Sarbanes said that 
if the Administration handles it properly with the Senate, 
he believes there is a good chance the Senate will give its 
advice and consent to ratification. 

Of significance, there was considerable sentiment for a 
new sea level canal, and it was suggested that it would 
be very helpful if the Treaty now being negotiated were 
to include language which 'i.V'ould enable Senators to support 
the Treaty by stating that it is part of a new Treaty for 
a new canal -- i.e., that we should consider sharpening 
and strengthening the language in the current draft 
under negotiation which would give the U.S. right of first 
refusal for a new canal. 

SALT 

Senator Pell, joined by the other Senators, praised and 
congratulated the Administration on its openness with the 
Senate on the SALT negotiations. The y said that there was 
a dramatic improvement over the secretive practices of 
the last Administration -- Pell noting that Warnke would 
again be conSUlting w~th him on the afte rnoon of July 29. 

Law of the Sea 

Senator Pel I expressed concern that Elliot Richardson 
might leave his Law of the Sea post to run for political 
office. He said this would be a mistake, that Richardson 
is doing a good job and that he should stick with it. 
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Senator Pell said he hoped that either Richardson or the 
Wh_i te. House. wo~ld someh.ow t .ndi.ca.te publicly in the near 
future th.at Ri_cp_ardson wo~ld be stayi.ng on as Law of the . . 

Sea negotiator. 

U.S. Ag:(eementswi.th Turkey and Greece 

Several of the Senators stated their opposition in principle 
to the mUlti-year defense agreements negotiated with Greece 
and Turkey. It waS noted that these agreements had been 
the initiative of former Secretary Kissinger. The Senators 
said they did not believe the U.S. should have to pay rent 
when it was helping fellow NATO members in the common 
defense. Senator Sarbanes specifically stressed the 
importance he attached to having the Administration hold 
the U.S.-Greek agreement and not submit it to the Senate, 
at least until the next session. 
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OFF ICE 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: DICK 

RE: MONDAY LUNCH TALKING POINTS 

DATE: AUGUST 19, 1977 

I. Lance Affair. 

- I was delighted by the Comptroller's 
which cleared Bert of any wrongdoing. 
your decision to appear with him was a 
master-stroke. 

report 
And 

- While I think the worst is past, I have 
the feeling the issue will stick around awhile 
because of the other reports and hearings yet 
to come on the matter, and because it's the 
only game in town for the newsmen during 
August. I hope we can finally get it all 
behind us once Ribicoff's hearings are 
completed. 

- Unfortunately, some newsmen have concluded 
that this incident has resulted in a new -­
and lower -- standard of conduct for your 
top officials, i.e., insisting on the absence 
of illegal as opposed to improper conduct. I 
think that it is an unfair and unjustified 
conclusion, but I'm afraid it's there. 

"1 7/" .) . (/'.' - J5 

- You did exactly what I would have done, and 
I'm proud of you for it. DEctl,s$!FtEO 

~. II. Panama Canal Treaty. 
1it!1 ~1.A.J:; ..... fe;~ 

- You've gotten off to an excellent start on 
the treaty campaign. The Ford and Kissinger 
endorsements were very helpful. William F. 
Buckley is supporting it and even James 
Kilpatrick is urging his fellow conservatives 
to keep an open mind. The more we can split 
up the opponents and try to isolate the Thurmond­
Helms' crowd, the better our chances. 
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- That's why I think Baker, and to a lesser 
extend Goldwater, are the keys to the Senate 
Republicans. Baker has a real political dilemma 
here, and I expect he'll make his decision solely 
on political grounds and there's little we can 
do to effect that. Nonetheless, we should do 
everything we can to make it difficult for him 
to oppose us, and I assume you have something 
already underway. 

- I've been very impressed with the persuasiveness 
of General George Brown on the need for the treaty. 
He has great credibility with many of those we're 
trying to reach, and I hope we can continue to 
use him up front in key briefings and appearances. 

- Also, it might be useful to try to enlist former 
Senator Hugh Scott's support. He's still highly 
respected by many moderate Republicans and could 
be helpful there. I wouldn't try to get him in 
before Baker, however. 

- I see where Scotty Reston reports that Bob 
Byrd doesn't want to take up the treaty until 
early next year. That probably is the prevailing 
mood in the Senate, and, if so, we probably 
shouldn't try to resist it. It's a very complex 
issue, we have a huge educational job to do, 
and it won't help us to be subject to charges 
or railroading. Since 75 percent of the American 
people presently oppose the treaty, we need the 
additional time more than the other side, and if 
it can reach the floor in January or February 
that's st~ll far enough ahead of the election for 
that not to be much more of a factor than it is now. 

- How do you see the treaty campaign unfolding, 
and how can I be of help? 

III. Planning Ahead 

- We have started the process of assembling the 
Presidential agenda for the next 3 to 6 months, 
and I hope we'll have that for you in the next 
few weeks. 

- Also, I am trying to apply the same process 
to my own future schedule, and I'd like to show 
you that when it's done together with an 
evaluation of my first six months. I'd very 
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much like to get your reaction to both. 

IV. Humphrey 

- I know you're as depressed about the news 
on Hubert as I am. But I know he appreciated 
your call and that Muriel appreciated Rosalyn's. 

- If you agree that it would be appropriate 
and if we can find the right occasion, I 
think it would be a wonderful recognition of 
his contribution if you awarded him the Medal 
of Freedom. To my knowledge, it has never been given 
an incumbent member of Congress, but I can't 
imagine anyone would quarrel about breaking that 
tradition in this cas~. It would be very well 
received, I believe ~ 

V. Middle East 

- One helpful outcome of Cy Vance's mission 
a very difficult mission -- was the agreement 
to have talks at the foreign ministerial level 
in New York on the fringes of the General 
Assembly next month. 

- It also looks as if there is some movement 
on the part of the PLO. 

- I was pleased to note the Saudi's comment 
to Cy that there is no question of an Arab 
embargo against Portugal. 

- Begin's position on the settlements has 
introduced an additional complicating factor. 

VI. South Africa 

- I have separately provided you with intelligence 
and State Department cables on Kalahari which you 
may wish to discuss with the President. 

VII. Rhodesia 

- We seem to be maintaining the momentum as 
best as possible with the British, the Patriotic 
Front and the Front Line Presidents. Hopefully, 
the meeting of the Front Line Presidents will lead 
to increased support for the UK-US effort. 

--- COHFIElEM'fIAL'-
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VIII. Intelligence 

- Press coverage of my Chicago ABA speech 
seemed reasonably good. 

- This is a reflection, to me, of the sincere 
and growing belief by the country that you are 
genuinely committed to ending and preventing 
domestic and foreign intelligence abuses and 
to implementing effective intelligence reforms. 
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