
STA'l'EImI'r OF '1' BOIIORABLB WALTER F. Jl)BDALE 05 THE 
ST. CROIX NATIOllAL SCUlC WA'l'ERWAY BILL. 

Parka and Recreation SUbcommittee 
Interior and Insular Mr.lr. C te • 

April 23, 1965 

Ilr. Cbalrma • I vera mucb appr elate thl opp rtUft1tl' to 
\ 

appear in support of the bIll that I Intr~ced witb tor 

Bel on -- th St. CroiX National Beenic at rw Bill. This 

legislation 111 protect and pr aerv< a rlver and river valley 

tuch has a1 ya been m.y hvorlt. In tb 7eara past, I bay 

rished and cano d on t t beautiful river and, theretore. I 

8p ak abo t ita beaut! 8 and attftetlO1'1 tbrouCh personal 

ledge. It 18 a magnificent natu 1 resource, videly used 

not only by re8Idents of eoamlnltiea along ita banks, but by 

tllosa 1n b.e metropolitan 82"84 0 Minneapoll and St. Paul. 

Ita histor1cal ckground tn the development ot M1nneaota 

and Wiseonsin.a Statea adds i eaaurably to our cultural -

herltag t and e~ntlnue. to a .curee ot intereat to the people 

i our states. Today c:b of the r1 vel" 1s •• 1 t _8 several 

centurl 8 ago. n atuq 1 41cates that ttl t. Croix Valle" 

.a 1nbab ted .a tar back. a 1000 B.C. It 18 rich 1n stories 

o~ Indian conflicts, fur trade, logging, t en or major 

importanee to the residents of' that rea. 

Tbe ke reI of the st. Croix River remains todlQ'. The 

10 er St. Croix 1. heavilY used as a top l1ty rec~eat10nal 



water. Sw1llml1ng. tllla .. and tlah1Ds ar the -JOI" uaea .. 

All 1nd1 t10 ·an ~bat the tutU" 1d.ll aee even mont 

1n~ iv "ere tional,e of t e river and 1ta baDk8_ 

demande upon 1t, are axpected to multlpg b1 4!- time. b7 the 

7l r 2000. 

It 18 a aolute17 neee ... Q' thllt lIleaJlUrea be 1D1t1.ated. 

noll to provide tor tbe increased lise that we 1"01"88 e. 

11mp17 eennot tr r4 t loa. t:b beDent. we recel ve t t e 

bl.toJ'leal, olog1oal, and :recreat10Dal eharacter of the 1'1 ar. 

It - orth 1.8 national in scope. rot" todaJ' at. CJ'Ou ... lfllme · son 

River SJ'I'&m 18 regarde4 aa the laat JOJ" nvn 11 t ark ttl t 

r ins unpoUute end 1"1 t tor all type. 01' buup; ua. ~he 

wlld 1'1. l" portion above Ta,ylOZ' FalU baa been preeerved t 

encroachment by industry and 4evelo t to ncb extent that 

it eXists 1n • wl1d and ~1m1tl state. 

Our pre814.nt~ tqnd:Q, • JobnS01l. u.1d on F.brwtrl' S, 

1965 thllt lit e t:1me ba ..... COJIl! to 1 entit,. d preserve 

t -.tlmr1 etre\ebe of our at sCllnic ri vel"8 betore 
I 

growth and development _Ite the beaut,- ot th unapo11ed 

tentaJ' a ry. 

':th St.. CroiX Nat.1onal Scen1e 11 terwa,- B1.11 8 eu to to 

JUst that with the St. Cro.1x- meltaso RiveI' ,., tem.. In t e 

t ee otver-lncreas1 1U'ban sprawl, i the face of the 

oppre •• l ve nature of eonCl'et. ~ t 81. d auto exbauat ga.e 

to\llld in 0112" eities, 'lie nee4 ore than ever place of refUge 

and natural beaut.,. :remove r~ the cle:ao~ of tb ~own. nd 

citl... We mil t move now to protect that river. 



1 _ ve received 4J'e4a opon hundre-u or letter. tl"Oa 

r aidenta of C't)Ml1W'lt tie · a1on& th St" Croix lU. "Ie'" d 

t ae 1n ttle area of Hum_poll antS • Paul 

aaJW\g. · that 40 &vemb1ng 1n our power to l"Otect the 

t. Croix ll1 er _ ecoa1ng poll'll ed cl despoiled b7 

urban bUcht« I 11\t.. uat ii.ten t ,o tMlr requeat., Por 

th St4 Croix R1ver 18 1thiil ea.,. acceu ot thou. dB 

and Wisconsin ft81denta.. Ilnd tbe~. 1& n vel' enOQ&b 

tQ allow all to 307 it. - .utl" n pea.c fUl quiet" 

1 tnt to leav the d tail and .pecif1ca at this 

1 al.ilt1on and 1ta approac to those expert. f'rom tb 

partmtt t.he lb.t.erior lfbo 111 teat1f"y &tal" this C 

t J t let in "ISing tbet 1 t 18 • new and Ere 

~ preaerv1ng our r1ver her1ta&e~ ace tinS 

4 ell eepent t t 1Rltenl81. 

It com !nea hz-ee et Ode of proteret1ng the river) local 

zonin& in area. eJ! 0 her me'Ul04s ot pre8ervat1on would 

. • relOC*tlon 418l'Upt.1on ot land ua r ce c: 

._ ant mere lane uaee are not Uleompat1ble O:t laitc:l in 

.8 ere thl. et.ho 18 dvia bole. The coat to 

the ad ral vernment ill c;orreapc:mdlnSlJ' be much leu. 

1 180 t to poJ.nt out that thia biU doe. ot 11. 

:to ouat 10eal 1ruh1a$r'Yan4 l.nten8ta on the La 1" St. Crou 

B1 el"~ In dd1t OIl. the l"eereat1onal development of that 

rea. 11\ t ct .,. or:rer mol" to tho8e cOltJblUni as imlrledlatel.y 

adJacent to tbe l"'1.ver than t e dey lopment or acattentd 1ndustfiy 

a1 ita ahore. 
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thed b1eto17 Qf our country baa seen farest lanu 
strtpped_ our 8ft t r1 vera polluted and eroded. and ou 

e ~ • crtu-~ •• 4 by b1~., automO 11e • expose 

utl11t7 'tftllD:s. .. 1 . uatta. and a wh018 host of 4e.e OprDellte 

de na tal to ,e:8thet1c end natural _lues. W 10 "I 

h rtu it wul ' have bad ou ancea'tOra la eel 

t,o keep t.he uslJ' acera or c1vi1isation to a Jll1rUlDWI. w. 
alt 1Iby the,. ba n!t ~e :foH81gbt-. BO ver. todQ' we have 

l1t7 to pre.erYe for tuture ;eDeration a .aJor tl 1 

~Ne. *1ena la •• t repr .. ta . tart1ng po t 1·Q 

balt1ft& t e tren t.Otrard ravaging tbe natural beauty of O\U' 

.cape. It bav. the coure;ge 1;0 take dec!.!.V'. act Ian 

in tb1 ••• a101l r the CODP'ea on iw eaaure, I th 

that ou eb1lften and &ftIldCb1~ 1.11 p~18. th W1 Goa 

t~reaiSbt our tathen hat'" 1n .ett1na. thIs area •• 1c1e t our .... 
to , Y 1 a44it1on that I bell ve 

can be one to -.. s1st cDUDtlea JU.n1'1eaote and WiJco in 

1. _king up tbe loa. of' tax revenue. by the dera~ purcbas 

of prtvate d wlth1n hoa. counties" durtns th . period of 

trana.1~i Iter pas or the Bill. There preaentl.7 exiat 

f'onaulaa by 1IIb1eb thoee count! ea caQ.. be asaided 1n maJd.tli tbllt 

translt1on. The tax loe. w111 !.at • bUt tb development 

or eenat1o.nal value. nd Intereats MY t.a1te ., veral ':Ie rs 
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