
• UFw~~<.~~ 

~;q~ 
- 1. Memorial Services are f'or those who gave their ~ ~.1 

1ives that the rest of usmight enjoy the 1iberties we hav~~~~:: 

V. F. W. 

We all owe th~m a debt of .:ratitude. ~~ 
~~~~ ~f?~~ "'r/P~ ... , .. ~~~ 
~~ _ 2. It i a cause of sadne/s that we sti11 have men 

v ,,/ Iff ::gh ting -i-n-V-i-e-t-n~a~m=~=, ;u=T -~~---~-~-~-i-s~n-e-c-e-s-s-a-r-y-· -f'-o-r--u-s-t-O-f'-l.-· -;h t there 

if' we are not to see much of' ~sia f'all under the domination 
'\...... 

of the Chinese Communists. 

---------------------The men themselves are doing a tremendous job. When 

"-- :'> in Vietnam I visited about 100 Minnesota servicemenX , a-n-d~--~ 

their morale is high and their courage exceptional. Sure ------ -they would like to be home, but they know there is a job to 

do and they are doing it. 

Thomas Paine said in 1776: 

"These are the times that try men's souls. 

The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot 

will, in this crisis, shrink from the service 

of' his country; but he that stands NOW, 

These mena now in Vietnam deserve our 

thanks of man an~ ;;";; AI! 
thanks.kA.,tb ~ l./~_~ __________ ~ __ ----____ ----______ ~ N~-r ~ ____ 

deserves the love and 

3. We must continue to explore ways to negotiate an 
• 

honorable peace, while maintaining a strong hand. And we must 
~ h 

seek ways, difficult as they are, to bolster the. economy of 

Vietnam and other potentially dangerous developing nations. 

This is not ~ an unrealistic dream---it is a practical necessity. 

The Secretary of Defens has recently quoted some figures 

which make it all too appare that poverty and a war go hand in 

hand. In the last eight yea s there have been no less than 164 

inter~~tionally significant utbreaks of violence the worl • 

Not one was a formally decla ed war, but that doesn't make it 

any the less dangerous. 
-

Of the 38 nations rated as very poor---with less than $100 

per year per capita income, 2 have suff'ered outbreaks of v'olence. 
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Of nations classified as "ric" (over $750 per capita income). 

only one had a significant 0 tbreaKxk of violence. 

87 % of the very poor : (under $100 per capita), 

69% of the "poor" nations~ 48% of the middle income nations 

have experienced some viole last eight years. 

No question that cs and violence are inversely 

related. For our own safety we had better do what we can 

to improve the RC •• XC econom c conditions of the developing 

world. 

Until we can arrive at an economically better world, 

which will require even more effort of the de1'eloping Jla tions 

than it will of us, it will continue to be a dangerous ~x.xx 

world. We will have continueing need of soldiers. 

In times like these, the service is for all true pruposes 

wartime service. 

I am proud to have sponsored the Cold War G.I. Bill, to 

give educational and other benefits to servicemens serv •• g now. 

~kxsxXJ[x Teddy Roosevelt: 

"A man who is good enough to shed his blood 

for his country is good enough to be given 

a square deal afterwards. More than that 

no man is entitled to, and less than that 

no man shall have. o 

But it is not a reward---it is a readjustment, and it is also 

the best investment this nation can make. Experience with 

WK WWII ~I Bill shows that increased tax revenues from higher 

earnings ~. more than paid for the whole program. 

Thus thes~ men contribute ~a as much in peace as they 

do in war. Your organization is doing the nation a service 

by representing ;them. 



\ 
-----. 



Notes: 

VFW was £ormed ina 1914 by merger o£ other groups 

having roots in the Phillippine and Spanish American Wars. 

The outstanding characteristic o£ the VFW is the requirement 

o£ membership that a man mustk have served during a war or 
service 

campaign o£ the Unites States £or whictythe military awards 
~ 

a campaign badge. This means that they have all served 

overseas, and a high proportion o£ them in combat. 

At the time o£ the hearings on the Cold War G.I. Bill, 

the VFW took the position that the Act need only give bene£its 

to those yho served overseas in campaigns (i.e., who would have 

met the eligibility requirements o£ the VFW). Yarborough 

took them% to task £or this, saying it was too narrow a view. 

It should be added that their aational convention did not take 

a position on the Cold War G.I. Bill, so their lobbyinst was 

le£t with 'a £ree hand. He explained to Yarborough that he was 

a£raid that GI Bill expenditures would detract £rom other 

veterans programs such as hospitals, and that was the reason 

£or his position. 
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