
. em near peace i.n lndochin.~ 

s -6:om the Whi'te Bouse last week answered the hope anei 

longing of all of us.. We <:an onl.ypr ¥ now th. t noth1ng ))lockS the 

f ,inal 8gJ: 

Atthi. moment .• of cout' $ , the resident has my stZ"ongest 

support .• 

Ther . have been deep Q2.v.tions ovelr the .continuation of thi wr. 

But endlng the nightmar cannot be a partisan issue. 

1. know my party will beck the 'resi&ant nOW" -- just as we 

welcomed hi trip t ,o China nQ the anne control 91'e ants with 

the Soviet Union.T.he world should know that whatever our d1ffe.renc:es 

Ion othel! 

f 'Ol' pfJace .. 

si;i.'ons., all ' _ erieMe ere unite - in theLr 

. But we will need that unity long beyond the . ignlng of a 

settlement 1n ar1 '. or this W~ has been more than killing and. 

destxuction 1n Jndochina. It bas torn at bhe soul. of Amerio and 

left fearful scars on our epir:it a a people. 
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The he 11ng will nly begin when the guns fall silent 1n 
{I 

outhest Asia. We won't U'uly endtb:Ls long ,oraeal until we also 

ke pe&<:e . i .th o\U's,eJ.ves here at home. 

There mel' n be a ceasef1re in Vie'nam~ 

But thex'e 1 not tJ;UcQ in sigbt. for the thousands of Vietnam 

Vi teran who have eao.e hom to unemployment lines. 

Ther is stLll no tzuc far ,over-texes workers· on . 'sentbly 

l1nes , for' the besleg$d family farmer. for housewives 10s1ng the 

battle against inflation .. · 

"hi 1 , sti).l notruee foroUJ:. . ldst" citizens without ,adequate 

eneomes ; or for mlllio1\ of Am~lcans who must aur ... ender thei~ life 

sav;&.ng to, pay meQioal .bills. 

'rhEtt'$. 1s no· true yet for our strangles transport· _ t1on , for 

And there is still no t1:uc:.e !ntbe un een destt:uetlon of 

on for . ten reseI'v tiona. 
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Untd.l we tllt'n to those struggle . , 11 those b:'Bgea;es. the 

!:e(11 p%'OInie 0 pc for l\met:ic will remain unfulfilled. 

the tr g1<:: irony in this during the 1 at few days,. , 

Whil . the White House proudly . lIdietecl reconeiliation in 

Indochi.na, · th - 'esi<ient vetoed funds for the reeoneiliatloJ) of 

•••• for veteran ' he lth car 

• 'of fOl: ec:onantc development in 1'8 soi hlgh 

••• to b lp lntlu tries fi.ght pollution • 

. nd we a ' told the%' are mor v toa to come .. 

None of us -- Democr t or epubliean - wants higher taxes .. 

Non of us wants ,to live with ~, :inC} pric ' O~ deepening natural 

debt.. aut we cannot ak c poor 'I the unemployed, or th 

hard-p:re ,. eil avet'ag family to pay the prie of ow: eeon c 

problems. 
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e other poll es to deal wit:h tho . e, Que tlon 

polie! that put pec:>ple ahead 0 ureaucrat. a ... ste ana S o1a1 

int . eate. 

And a Presi . -t who follaweCl those policies • i . who sought 

pelt,oe at h . a earnes .1y 8 e now seek it to. vtei:nam .. . .. 

would fino behind hiln the sam bl-partl an unity he ident N1&on 

now ba in thes fin . 1 negotiations • 

Most of . nd unity depend UpOn our 1e rning the har h 

lesson . of thi wu. o othez: chapter in our hi st.ory bas be .n $0 

deeply disl1.1u ioMng. au.t no obb expttrienc h .. s eo clearly 

pointed the way out of thi: dea.p ;b:; 

va .. . . n d th o ngex and the folly of deception 

in . e u t have 89 1n a governmen, tbat tells the 

truth to itsel<f and to ,th American people. Tit t ld.nd of 

le:dersh1p could f 11 tbe limits of ourpower • •• and tta 
~ . ':. ~ 

rni.t!Jtakes. And it uld desea:ve again the tnat of its; etti.e'ens. 
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e ' ·le.arbed in tb' war' the trribl CQ of weak 

Congress · nel an . 11-pow rrfull EXeeutive. · We must restore the 

independence of the COllgr·e s , :eat' ify It to deal with the 

CQI.D;plelC pJ:oblems of · fenee· and foreig policy., ana 8k it 

til equal partner in government ,.... the -. le" $ vo.1c~ . .... h t 

the founde~ ;tnt nded it to b I' That kind of CCllgr Ss, would 

prevent the ·abuse ~ power that 1e4 Us into VLetnam • ~ and 

that ConC#es 1<1 ' serv your t'espect. 

bel1ev we must all a what our country bas 

ne to tb ,oples ~d 1 nd . of Indochina .... reacb ba.ok 

into ow: ide: _ls tQ restore 8 beJIIl..c buman1sm to· 

poltey. 

Por alter tbe dOcuments have been signed .. aft . owr 

ne90ti~tors bay r turned, . _ prieoner t'elea d and oue 

troops caneoue , we w1l1 have 1 it behind . cruel leg8cy. 

For too' many people in Xndochina, America has becora not the 

symbol of pe ae ,.. but tbe steel s.pJ.inte~s that Iacarat t he. it: 

chilck·en •• or the eshed of village oblttex'ated so 1Iuper nally fr 

40.000 feet ,."., the 70 tnil1ion bomb ·aators that wi.ll poison the 

land for decades. 
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And though I will certainly support the President ' s pledge 

in the peace settlement to help reconstruct all the nat! n of 

the are t that will not be tb whol answer . Theuttimate 

rGcon8tru~tion from thi war must be in the way w look _t the 

worl • 

Abroad .. as at bome .. we us,t learn to feel what we knOW'. 

'that k!nd of PQlicy would never again send our men 

nd b killed when our our securi y wa not at· take. And it 

would rest not Qn the favor of f oreign dictator or . 

ecuri.t .y in a world largely beyond our vi..tal interests , but 

~ne American people don ' t want it to declare war on other 

countries every time there 18v11 in the world. aut th y do 

eX.pect it to declare American ,on the ide of Ii e and justice. 

e can learn those 16 son . We can ke peace with 

ours Ives . We Gan emerge from one of the J:ruel$st ana most 

dedsive pat'li.oa, in our histor,Y to a new era of unity and 

decency . 



W can. ,But th. moment: ;is now •. 
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e c nnot ~U.gn settlement in Vietnam · and lea~ America. 

in tQlm1 t ~ and ell it peaee .. 

cannot nd tbis wal' wi-til its lessons \illlle arne 

and not pay · its aw£ul price again. 

have . 

And we can and ·U$t do it together. Republican and$)emoerat ..... 

. regardles Of' the ,ut¥' tn the Wl\i.1:e Bouse·. 

For the strength 'Qf America i t in tbePreaitlency 

but in the people.. A Pr;esident who brought. out the best 

qualit1.es of the Amer~ean people X' . ther than manipulate 

tl\ej,r arutieties and ~loited 1;hel.l:' divisions would tind 

him.eli leadel: of -. nation that WilS mlgh1;y beoattse it was 
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I beliove we can do that . Because I believe that our 

greatness $ a people lied in a basic decency that: put ", 

America abOvt) p~tisan divisioll. . . 

The en of this war can be the ~9inning of that renewal of 

th Ametican spirit. 

And that renewal can begin t~ repay the sacrif,iceof ll\Ore 

than 50 ~ OOO Americans and a million in Indochina for whoma 

peace e e too late. 
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