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GOVERNOR CARTER: Thank you. That is a great
introduction and I appreciate it. Thank you very;much._f

This is a beautiful crowd. And, I really.

appreciate your warm friepdship_and your:hospitality_w

on this Memorlal Day

As I drove here from the alroort I thought

about your own. terrlble tragedy of four or flve years.
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ago, and the spe01al day we have to honor the tragedles

of the past the tlmes when men 'S and women s mlnds and
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hearts 1n dlfferent lands throughout the world were . ...

unable to flnd a common ground on which to settle dlf—

ferences and on which to base the preeervat;on of human
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We have a great country We have made some ... ..
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serlous mlstakes 1n the past and we, don t want to. make s 53
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them agaln.
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1976 is the time of celebratlon."_lt_isqa}so %xﬁ'f
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tlme to look backwards. It is a tlme to look two hundred.,:?ﬁ
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years ago, at the tlme that George Washington, and Benja- ..

men Franklln and Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Palne and Patrick

Henry It is a tlme to look back at. the tlme,‘at the ,years. .

e ~

of Abraham Llncoln, when our natlon was torn apart, and it

% st

is a time to look back on the great depre551on years when

e

Franklin Roosevelt was Pre81dent and then later for Harry

Truman when the war was ended, and then John Kennedy and

Lyndon Johnson.



220 ¢ 00" @ kine" alss To think about the recent
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years, tiiés 6f Viet Nam and Cambodla “when our né&ion" ------
for the first time made a major commltment of lives and
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money, w1thout ‘the American people belng a part of the
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process. We didn't decide as a people to start a war

in Viet Nam-or to ‘bomb Cambodla} and see hundreds of
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thousands “6f ° womén and chlldren ﬁllied and flfty thousand

American lives" 103t, “and a hundredrand flfty blllron dol—
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lars spent. But, lf ﬁappened It happened in our country
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It happened"wltﬁ sut government - my government and your
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government;
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sciirl, 2o npiZsyviessx e i
BT, Tater we dldn ¢ decide to wrap secrecy

around the White House and to see the professlonal repu-
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tation of ‘the F.B.T. destroyed ‘and the Attorney General s
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office prostituted, Lnd K terrible shame of Watergate

come on our country, and the President of our country caught
5 :.\': =4 -'—'c‘l—
lying. “We didn't make those deczslons as a people, but they
ap:c & 2l 21 abyswingd Accl od emid

happened; " and‘thep happened in my government and your govern-
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And, later we didn't decide to plot assissanations

and murder against leaders of countries with whom we were not

. . . T Tl s - . X 1. Ho e 'd’i a
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at war. I wouldn‘tjplot murder, and neither would you. But,
it happened in our'goéernment. In my”government and in your _
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government.
S6, looking back two hundred years ago, or a
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hundred years ago, or fifty years ago, or two or three years

ago, we see a nation that is growing. We are still a young



country. We have madé a lot of mistaked. Not just recently,
but long ago. A&And, we have corrected those mistakes as we
progressed as a country. In spite of the fact that some-
times we have been ashamed, and we have been embaffaeeéd}
and we have had to apologize for our own government.

" That doesn't mean to look into the future, we
can't be proud once again, and'inspiied'bﬂee"aéefﬁ Bi.ghrvgjg
nation's government. That is'Wha£.1976:eeh mééﬁﬁ"?ihe:.
things, proud things, clean and decent thlngs, 1nsplrat10nal

things, idealistic, compassionate thlngs, lov1ng things, )
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cotipared to’ the mistakes of the paet.i

- 80, how do we Hake- sure that in the fﬁfh;euéu;_
country”will not” répeat ité“bes%‘ﬁiétéiee; ‘There ie:ohi§;
one way to-dé it,”and " that is"to be sure that to the deo:_.]'reePJ

that we'areé capable,’ that bur government is what the people -
are.” The"American’ PEOple ate COMPetenE good managers, WSS
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good organizers,“good ‘Salésméfi. There is no reason why we
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should have-a horrible, bI_o‘atéd,-confused—-,——-everlapplng1
wasteful, inefficient, ineffective, iﬁeeﬁsitiéé: ﬁnmahéQé;
able, bureaucratic mess in Washington. This is not part
of us, and it is not a nefessary part of our government.

The American people are fair. There is no reason

why we should have an unfalr system of taxatlon. Our oresent

income tax is a dlsgrace to the human race. The surest in-

come to be taxed is the income earned from manuel labor.



There is not any hidden secret loopholes .for someone who - .
draws a paycheck every two weegks, or retirement check, every -
two weeks. But, there are hidden secret loooholes :for .ev—- -
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The average family in this country now that .. :-.

makes 1ess than ten thegsand-@g}lareua.yearq nqys a higher

pronortlon of thelr 1ncqme 1n §9xes rhan,does.a fam;Ly that..

makes more than a mllllon,dggkpre,e:¥eer. cmertrevan B'Aciisr
N I know that we are smart enough and. fair. enough
Ienclisevigen’ we Tolerots

= deve%p P n~ ystem tbat }S falr'ﬁrﬁ nitz_leshi zonifds

% hanpen to be a farmer,, My, father was,a farmer.-

My grandfather wag a. farmer " EogjggogquQzegﬁapgaten years
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in Gegrgla, all of my fatbe §_§ mlly wbq,gyer had: a,. chancegd
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to finigh hlgh school I kno

no
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what, it means to work,for.a...

o

11v;pg. I know what ;t mea
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plow a mule, to glck cgm ;g ggll foddgr, to pumo_water,. .
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Also, I know what it means,;o haye_a (geod chance in.life, a.;
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better educat;on, a better onpq;;g ty than.my father.and . .-

WRESTITE LT NSRS E LN

Y aFCEStorS dldn 1% QEYQ? svidosIZanr Jaot2iinisnl lplstuew

fTdrenszil 4

That 1s what this government, this.nation.is also,

a chance for us to glve our chlldren opportunlties that we

be 8

didn't have. __ -
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our natlon ouqht to have a system of educatlon

based on 1nd1v1duallzed 1nstruct10n, where every Chlld is
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con31dered to be unmque, with special characterlstlcs, talents,

abllltles, problems. 2 2 thlnk this is the klnd of educational

system that we can have.



We need on our farms to realize the tremendous
truth, that is what is best for the family farmer "ig exactly
what 1s best in the long run.

For the consumers of this country, we need maxi=.

mum production, -an -aggressive sale of American products

overseas. Fifty percent of all the food or feed grains ‘that
cfoéé any natural ‘border come from the fieldsiof the:zUnited-
States of America. A tremendous resource.that:-would help :.
us to insureé favorable trade balances, ‘beneficial influence
ofi* the world economy, prosperity for our-farm families, -v©
better growth-thindustries depending onragriculture.:-“We~ '
need predictableiagricultural policy, where we can make de-:x
;isions fdrfthetfgtg;E}-with some-assurance ‘of-what our
government pelicyris going. to: be on acreage; basic: pricé rm’:z

supports;.import. quotas;-antaggressive sales of-our exported

food-itemsieoed iy 2f Jahs ,3Tyow ord To Jeen gdd Frordopoids

These kinds of things are part of asfarmer's.-:zu-
lifes - They - have_got.fto-be part-of the Federal government
that dealsiwith: farmer!s-iives.n o I | zonarenmon sAss] . 1 v em

I was.in the-Navy foreleven years. -I am a- -
graduate of: Annapolis == thatiis how I got: my-education ==
at public expense. I was in the Submarine Force. I worked
under- Admiral Hyman Rickover.. :- laE spenam 3 dZ Ly

I recognize very clearly that the number one.
priority of any'President has got to be to guarantee the
security of our country, its freedom from successful attack

or threat of attack or blackmail, and an ability to carry-~

out a legitimate foreign policy.



:But, I alsao recognize, being familiar with the
defense establishment, that the most wasteful bureaucracy -
in Washington is in the Pentagon. -We-need to have, there - .,

again, tough management.- . : “- o, o=,

&3 ‘We have-got too many:military bases-overseas, - .-

about . two thousand:of them. - We have got too many troops

overseas;, tod many-support troops.for:caombat _troops,- twice--

as many as the Soviet-Union has: oo - . CENLTERA TE geTF R

€07 L .31 We_have :got a:-lot of waste in.other ways. Fer -

every instructor now-in the military, we have got less thanq
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two-students..' “We build too many weapon: 8ystems we don't. --

— . T —

fleed.e:':fg.f LEDT &w Siahv gYodrors bewred ] aaresae gldpdonlibere Haar
1o “eBut,cin-making: these changes, we-could-have a -
simplericbetter organizedj;cmore muscular; more effectivesv.:
£ighting force: =And; with:zthaticapability-understood:=c. wu:
throughout the rest of the world, that is the bestoway:tdo--=
guarantee~peace.’c I1b6C eYF 2prid? Ic zonid zecnd”
cramnTeTWe havebin our peoplecasrealization:that-govern=!
ment lacks competence. I don'tswantzanyone:in‘this’ group:to
vote for me tomorrow, nor next November; unless you want to
see the Executive Branch of: the  government of our country-
compléetely reorganized; ‘and made efficient, economical,: -
purposeful and manageable for a change. And; I don't . want .
anyone in this audience to vote. for me, .unless next January,
you want to see a start, with a basic comprehensive tax re-
form program, to give us an income tax system that treats

people fairly, and puts the burden where it ought to be,



on those with a higher level income. 'And,'I'don‘t wanf.
anybody to vote for me unless you want to see us have an
aggressive foreign policy that accurately represents the
cﬁaracter.and interest of the American people. i

I don't claim that I know all of the answers.
Nobody could. I am just an average human being like you'
are.

I started campaigning for President last.Janﬁary;a
January 20th, 1975. Nobody knew who I was. I didn't have
any built in campaign organization. I didn't hold publich
office. I lived in a little town, with 683“péopie popuiatibﬁ.

I was not a lawyer, I was a farmer. I wasn't in Washington

or New York, the center of the national néwé‘medié)

‘" But we started working one living room at a

3

time, and going to factory shift lines and shopping centers
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and high school auditoriums, ‘and ﬁhiéh_héiié'aﬁérbinéo'_"

games, and trying to gét'péople'tb'know'ﬁs::"- e
“I'have a good family, an SImost “Built-in cam-

paign-organization. There are éleven éf:us'ﬁﬁéTc;ﬁpéféﬁE:heg

full time.
‘My wife and I havé'Beéﬁ:ﬁérfied'émeSE;és feéfé}j
30 years in July. We have got thfééxséns, éﬁé:oléégt soﬁ i
is almost 29 years old. He was born in'virgiﬁia. Myf
second son is 26 years old. He was born in Hawaii. My
third son is 23 years old. He was born in Connetiéut.

And, then, my wife and I had an argument for 14 years, and

we have an 8 year old daughter who was born in Georgia.



And, all of my sons are married.

(Applause.)

And, my sister campaigns full time, and my

mother's youngest sister campaigns full time, and my .

oldest son's mother-in-law campaigns full time. So,
we have eleven of us. And, as we went ‘through Iowa,
and Oklahoma, and Maine, and New Hampshire, Vermont,

quride!_Illinois, No;th_Carolin;, end_otgex,sgetes,

we accumuleted a growing pempaign ﬁamily, people who

oWBRl O uls

shared w1th us a bellef that thls natlon can. . represent. .

the characterlstlcs of the Amerlcan people. .

nGL L LIE 4 P

I haven t depended on. endp:sements of; pows.

o talafl izl

erful polltlcal people to put me . ln.pfflce., When

they have come,”I have apprec1ated them. . But, ;Lyave
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taken my case dlrectly to_the voters.“dapd,o; heygatgggd_emif
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to form a close reletlonshlp Q ;ween myselﬁ as a, candl_,j o,
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date and the voters 1n 1nd1v1dual states.:: bt BHEE

S here are obv&ously some ;mportant -political

decisions to make.ﬂ A;l of thg o;he
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to win a small group of delegates,_to -take thase. dele—

‘--‘-r_-p-._.

gates to the Natlonal Conventlon 1n July in Madison

T8t

Square Garden, to create a deadlock or broken .convention,

to get in the back room and horse trade, for the highest.

elective office in the world.

-ca andidates, w1thoutqm.‘

4
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I decided to do it differently. We have got
thirty primaries in this country where you can win dele-
gates. I am in all thirty of them. I haven't skipped a
State, I haven't avoided an opponent. I haven't evaded
an issue. We have been very careful about this. We
have now been through I think 23 or 24 States. I have
won in 17 of them.

In the next seven days, you have got seven

more primaries. The last ones are California, Ohic
and New Jersey. In between, we have got Delaware.
And, as you know, tomorrow, we have got three very im-
portant primaries. One of them is in Montana. One of
them is in Rhode Island. And, one of them, of course,
is in South Dakota.

(Applause)

I have come in this afternoon to get to know
you and to let you know me, to ask you for your help.:

I have got mroe than a thousand delegates. But, I need
to form a relationship with you that _hopefully will be
permanent.

There is no way that anyone could take a single
voter for granted, or a single state for granted. It is
very important to me ﬁhat happens tomorrow in South Dakota.
You have a great state. Independent, beautiful, agricultural,
industry. You have had your tragedies, and you have over

come them. You have demonstrated courage.
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This state has also produced great leaders.

And, I am proud that some of them are :ny friends.

K

And, I look forward to the time when our party and our
nation can overcome the divisions amonc us, and work

towards common purposes. Dorc aow

The eyes of the country tomorrow are going

to be focused on you. And, I would like to havelyour”
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support.

As I said earlier, I don‘t‘khaﬁ aiiTof_thé“

. res 4 R R L — - - -

answers. I am learning, as I campalan around the
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country.
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I don't even claim to be ;hgjbgg? qualifiéd
persopn. in -this country to. be President. .. I am sure
there are:z=a ilotsofiipeople:dn-this nationy Isamisure u-\
a lot>of people in ehis!audience;” who 'dre?MEte 2Pneelli-
cent tHhrf aniwho Fnow more abbitiHEnaddnent [ GRS
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may be more sensative to our peonle's needs. I want'to

afcnis £ s2i3 Siton sa0yne 3sdd vew on efF o21edl
express my personal thanks to all of you for not running
z SN et G e VR 3 JBeTr &g 36T weicw

for Pre51dent thls year. I have cot enouch ooponents
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(Applause.) o ——

But, I want to. close by saying this, and #then

answer some cuestions:from you.
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We have cgect a loncg way to go. 2And, although
I do intend to be President, whith your help, it is
just as nmuch your country as it is mine. TIf there
are things abeout cur naticn that you don't 1like, if we
have made mistakes in the past that you never want to
see made acain, if there are divisions amonc our people
that you woulé like to see healed, if there are injustices
or discriminations or hatreds that vou would like to
alleviate, if there are hopes or dreams in your own lives
that vou would like to see realized during the life of
vour children, I hope that in this next 24 hours you will
realize tEe tremendous responsibility on vour own shoﬁlders,
éﬁd make an effort, even a sacrificial effort, for this
hﬁfief ?efiod'df time to help chance what our countrf
has been into what our country ought to be and caﬁ'gé;
JﬂI'Qbuld like to answer some questibﬁs Héw.
#é“wiil start with the local news media. I:will;fépeaf
;he'qﬁe5£iohs_so_the audience can hear them, and'I would

like to have cuestions about the camrpaign, about

rs, Xorea, Detente, liiddle East, Angola, or

-

foreicn affa
about domestic affairs, acgriculture, welfare, health,

transportation, education, tax reforms, environrental
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cuality, defense, amnesty, abortion, gun control, right-
to-work, whatever issues vou want to discuss, and I will
try to answer all of your cuestions, and I will be as
brief as I can.

Is there any guestions from the local news
media first of all?

The question is: That Congressman Udall is
campaicning for the last week, and he considers South
Dakecta, according to his statement, to be an important
part of the stop-Carter movement. Do I think that my
visit here this afternoon can off set that?

Well, I can't answer that question very well.
I don't consider South Dakota to be part of a stop
anything movement. I consider South Dakota to be part
of this country who is not trying to stop something, but
trying to elect a President. And, as I said earlier,

I have not run in one State and skipped the others. I

am running simultaneously richt now in seven different
primaries. Last night I was in Georgia, this morninc I
was in Rhode Island, this afternoon I was in Ohioc, tonight
I will be in California. 2And, I have tried to make sure
that I have covered this country as much as I possibly

could. Last week I was in South Dakota again. But, that
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is the point I was makinc earlier, with my family members,
I don't have to be here all of the time. My wife has been
here before, my son and his wife have been here before, my
oldest son's mother-in-law has been here before, and we
hope that in my absence that I can depend on all of you

to join our campaign and to realize that the decision to
be made tomorrow is just as much in your hands --

(End of Side 2)

-- without working a lick all year, and that
income, as vou know, for a farmer comes not just from one
person, it comes from the husbandéd, a wife and all cof the
children who live on the farm. So, we need to do some-
thinc to make sure that the farmers do cet a fair part of
the national income.

All richt. The guestion was about the legal-
ization of marijuana. I do not favor the legalization of

marijuana. - I do favor the decriminalization of it by

States. "Ye now have six States in this country who' hawe
decriminalized the possession of small quantities of
marijuana. The first one was in Orecon. We moved towards

that posture when I was Governor of Georgia. What it is

is this, for those of you who are not familiar with it:
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The possession of small qguantities of marijuana is still
a crime. It is punished, however, not by a felony
sentence or imprisonment, it is punished by a heavy
fine like two hundred dollars. It doesn't leave a
permnanent criminal record on the life of a young person
or o0ld person who 1is caught with that small amount.
At the same time, you increase, if possible, the
penalties for the sale or distribution of marijuana and
other drugs, and put t@g pqiﬁgzirin Fail, - That is a N
good approach to it. I think -- I xpnow that Oregon,
Alaska, California and three other States now have this
.process. - S¢, I would not favor legalization, I would
favor -the States decriminalizing marijuana, for small-
cuantities of possession.

--Cne more cquestion is all I can take. Yes ma'an.

=c-:"+ Oh, no.  The guestion is, speaking of ‘inef-

ficient bureaucracies, what would T do about .the Post
. Of£fice.,

- (Applause.)

Let me say two or three preliminary things to
avoid answering the question, which I can't answer.

First of all, my grandfather was a Postmaster

in Richland, Georgia. And, he was a Third District
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Campaicgn Manacer for Tom WVatson, who was a great Populist
Congressman.

1y grandfather was the cne who had the original
idea for the rural free delivery of mail. So, anyone who
lives on a rural route can thank my grandfather for the
idea. It was passed, introduced by Tom Watson, our Congress-
man, and eventually, twenty-five years later, the Republicans
finally financed it, and the farmers started getting mail
directly.

My mother also worked in the Post Office, and
ny wife's mother just retired from the Post Office this
December 31lst.

I don't know how to answer the question about
what we should do about the Post Office.

If I could bring one political issue in, I
think the only piece of legislation that my opponent in
Scouth Dakota has ever passed was setting up the present
Post Office system. Senator =-- -I mean -Congressman -Udall
is responsible for the present Post Office arrangement.
That was his Bill, and I think it is the only one he ever
passed that amounted to anything.

I was asking the other day about what we

1

could do about the Post Office, and somebody said,
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"well, you could at least have cood mail delivery twice
a month by sending all of the checks for Post Office
employees through the mail", that they thought it would
get delivered on time at least twice a month.

Somebody else said that the reason they
raised the rates on post =-- on mail, on letters from
ten cents to thirteen cents, was that the extra three
cents went for storace.

Well, I can't answer your cuestion, I will
have to admit that. But, I will say this. I am a good
manager, I have run the government of CGeorcia well, I
am a businessman, a farmer, a planner, an engineer.

And, I would assume the responsibility for the Post
Office Department-as part of my Presidential duties.
Tt wouldn't be taken on lichtly.

First of all, I would choose people in whom
‘I had ‘complete confidence to dssess -how much of the
‘mdil ¢ould be deliveréd by eléctronic¢ means. I would
keep control of the delivery of first class mail in the
Post Office to have some financing. I would not
hesitate to subsidize the delivery of mail from general

funds to make sure that our people do have that service.
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I would very carefully analyze the Postal Service of
other nations to see what we could learn from them,

and let the American people know about all of these

procedures as they went forward.

I can't answer your question any better
than that, I am sorry.

Let me say this in closing. I have got to
go. But, I have got an address that I would like for
vou to write -- you don't have to write it down --
but, I would 1like, if you have any cuestions about
issues or my stands on those that I mentioned earlier
‘in passing, write Box 1976, that is this vear, Atlanta,
Georcia, and we will send you back in written form
comnrehensive speeches that I have made on things like
nuclear arms limitation, the disposal of atomic waste,
reprocessing of piutonium, the testinc of peaceful
devices, nuclear devices, the lNMiddle ILast, 2Zngola,

- general foreign policy principles, Detente, all other
things concerning domestic affairs, agricultural policies,
defense policies, and so forth, these are written down in
positien papers of mine.

So, if vou have an interest in any of those,
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if you would write to ny lleadquarters, Box 1976, Atlanta,
Georgia, we will send you those position papers.

Let me say this in closing. I am glad I came
to see you. It means an yug4,1 1ot for me to have this
large crowd come out and nake me feel welcome. Iy
wife said this was one of the most beautiful cities she
had ever seen. And, not only was the city beautiful =-

(Applause.)

-- not only was the city beautiful, but the
people were very good to her. She -- this is an exact
cuote =- she said, “I-have never found the peconle so
enthusiastic in their friendship as the ones who welcomed
me and helped me while I visited South Dakota". She was
here yweekend before last and the week before that. And
she wanted me to express ny personal thanks to vou. T
thank vou also.

ity ‘family and I, and many hundred thousands of
Americans 1like you, want to see our country chance. e
want to see people treated fairly. . 'Te want to see a Sun-
shine Law passed in Washincgton to force open the secret
" deliberations of Executive and Legislative Branches of
government. We want to see the Sweetheart arrancement
broken down between reculatory agencies and industries beinc

regulated. We want to see a long rance policy evolve on
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agriculture, enercy, environmental guality, transportation,
education, welfare, health. e want to see the basic needs
met in the field of unemployment, with the number one
emphasis on the next administration's responsibility being
jobs. Also repair the divisions that exist between black
people and white people, between rural and urban, and young
and old, in our country and other countries.

And, I want to see above all the same thing that
you want, and this is something I say often, I mean it, I

want to see us have a nation once again with a government

that is good and honest and decent and truthful and fair

and competent and idealistic, that is compassionate and is

filled with love, as are the American people.

~—

If we could just have a government as good as

our people are, that will be a tremendous achievement. And,

I believe that 1976 is the time when we micht do it, and
prove to the rest of the world, that is very important, but

more importantly, prove to our own people who have been

disappointed, disillusioned, sometimes embarrassed, that we
—_— e — ——

still live in the c¢reatest nation on earth.
— ) o

“Thank you very much. God bless all of vou.
Help me do well.
Thank you. God bless you.

(Applause.)
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CARTER ANSWERS ‘WOMEN TODAY' QUESTIONNAIRE

In the last issue of Women Today (Vol. VI, No. 5) we listed the questions and answers to our Presidential

candidate questionnaire. ]IMMY CARTER, a Democratic Presidential candidate, did not respond in time

to meet our deadline. His response was received in our office March 8, and we are listing his answers
below. No other responses were received since our last issue.

1. | strongly support the Equal Rights Amendment. | campaigned for 262 days last year and in every
state, including those states which have not yet ratified the Amendment, | have consistently and
unhesitatingly advocated passage of the Amendment. As Governor of Georgia, | fought hard for the
passage of ERA. But in the South, the textile industry and the John Birch Society have been strong
and effective opponents in discouraging ratification of the Amendment. In my own Presidential
Campaign, my beliefs in equal rights are evident. Women are fully involved. . . . | believe that the
Democratic Party must make an effort to see that the Amendment is passed. As a candidate, | will
insist that the ERA be made part of the Democratic Party’s national plank. As President, | will use
the influence of the office both to see that the Amendment becomes law, and to set a style of
leadership that clearly and unmistakingly makes equal rights and equal opportunity national goals.

2. One of the most far reaching social and economic changes of recent years has been the very rapid
increase in the employment of women, particularly mothers of young children. Women work
because, like men, they need the money. Today, nearly two out of every five mothers of preschool
children bring home a paycheck. | believe that federal aid is desirable to help the states and
localities fund necessary day care services. The need for these services is growing rapidly. Six and
one-half million children under the age of six have gainfully employed mothers—a number which
has increased 30 percent in the last seven years. Many of their families cannot afford the full cost of
day care which meets essential standards. | do not believe we are now able to extend the concept of
public education entitlement to all children below the present school age level whose parents wish
them to benefit from early childhood education. Because it is in the public interest that no child be
neglected, | favor public subsidies for day care services for children with employed mothers in low
income families. For those families with incomes between low and moderate level, and able to meet
part or most of the costs, subsidized fees should be scaled to ability to pay. | will, when elected,
recommend legislation to implement my policy.

3. | do not believe that colleges and universities should be exempt from the affirmative action
provisions of Executive Order 11246 and revision order No, 4. This order requires affirmative action
plans of all contractors with contracts of $50,000 or more and 50 or more employees. Enforcement
of these plans should be strenuously handled by the Office of Federal Contract Compliance
Programs (OFCCP) to end sex discrimination in our educational institutions, as well as in other
agencies. Since sexual discrimination in higher education was not legally prohibited until the Higher
Education Amendments of 1972, | feel that colleges and universities as employers may actually
need the impetus of affirmative action. There is another aspect to this question. According to a
1975 Civil Rights Commission report, ‘“Although DHEW awarded numerous contracts for the
evaluation of programs affecting women in 1972, only 5 percent of the total contracting funds were
identified as having been awarded to women-owned firms." | see this as a major concern for women
since discriminatory practices have historically limited women’s participation in business. As
President, | would see that Federal contractors hire women without bias, and that OFCCP, in its
review of contracts, treats the problem of sexual discrimination against women business owners
with honest concern.

4. | do not approve of exempting physical education from the Title |X regulations of the Education
Amendments of 1972. Title IX has broken down many barriers to women in institutions of higher
learning and will over time be one of the most effective tools to end sexually discriminatory
attitudes. If physical education were excluded from the regulations of Title I1X, discrimination
against women in this segment of their education might continue. | have always felt that physical
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health is vital to mental health, and excluding women from equal opportunities to participate in all
types of sports would be unfair. | would like to see my eight year old daughter, Amy, be able to
excel in any sport she might choose, just as my sons have been able to do. | would oppose any
legislation that would weaken the provisions of Title IX. | am still studying the issue of
revenue-producing sports and will be analyzing that issue on a continuing basis so that | can
comment later.

| believe that changes are necessary indeed to make the current Social Security system more
equitable for women and men. The payroll tax that finances Social Security takes a larger slice out
of the income of the low income worker in relation to his or her ability to pay. Anyone earning
over $50.00 a quarter pays 5.8 percent to Social Security. Since women are clustered at the bottom
of the economic ladder, and since there is still a 60 percent differential between the salaries of men
and women for the same work, this has an adverse affect on women. | am presently studying one
proposal that has been advanced which would assure every adult his or her own Social Security
record. The record would be built up and maintained throughout his or her working life. This
proposal aims to eliminate the inequity faced by working wives who do not receive benefits for
having contributed to the Social Security system, a goal with which | am certainly in accord. |
believe that eventually the Social Security system must be less regressive so that the highly paid
contribute more to the system. This would help equalize the system for women.

| would strongly recommend that consideration be given to the introduction of an income tax
credit for families with two wage earners and to single persons who have family responsibilities.
These revisions would make the present income tax structures more equitable for married and
unmarried persons,

I am firmly committed to equal opportunities for women and men in all aspects of life. The
“Displaced Homemaker’s Act” would help end discrimination against a segment of our national
work force that makes valuable contributions to the welfare and economic stability of the Nation. |
have great concern for the woman who chooses to stay home and devote full time to caring for her
family. She is one of the most vulnerable members of our society. Faced with a seriously high
divorce rate and the prospect of widowhood at age 55, the homemaker without a marketable skill
could have a difficult time, and legal protection for her is almost non-existent. This bill would
establish nationwide model program centers to provide legal counseling and services for individuals
who have worked in the home for a substantial number of years and are having difficulty in finding
employment. Therefore, | see the passage of the “Displaced Homemaker’s Act’’ as valuable in
meeting two of our national goals. First in our priority to provide jobs for every American who
wants to work; and secondly, in our national effort to end discrimination against women.

| strongly encourage the availability of more part-time jobs in our economy. | would support
legislation which would increase part-time employment, especially that legislation which is intended
to benefit housewives, retirees. As a further aid to working women, | support the concept of a more
flexible work-scheduling program. A woman who is forced for economic reasons to seek
employment outside the home, or 2 woman who is able to combine her career interests with a
family, deserves support from her government.

I have consistently stated that | oppose Constitutional amendments to overturn the Supreme
Court’s decision. | believe that abortion is the doctor’s treatment for failed birth control, and that
in the long run the need for abortion services can be minimized by providing better family planning
services, This means stronger family planning programs, more accessible services, and improved
contraceptive technology. | have always believed in preventive health care, and this question is no
different. Although we have 159 counties in Georgia, it became one of the few states in the nation
with family planning clinics operating in every county health department under my administration.
Participation in the family planning programs increased by 200 percent just during the first two
years of my administration. The Supreme Court left many questions unresolved including parental
or spousal consent, and the problem of late abortions. Those questions are being litigated in the
courts. As President, | would be guided and bound by the courts’ decisions on these and other
questions pertaining to abortion services.

I do not like the idea of government money being spent on abortions, and | do not think
government should do anything to encourage abortions. But | am aware that the courts have been
requiring Medicaid, for example, to pay for this service. | would like to see us as a nation reach the
stage where no one who is poor is ever forced to obtain an abortion because she could not obtain
proper family planning. On this question, and the question of private hospitals, | will be guided and
bound by the courts.

No. Please refer to number 9,

o



1

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Copyright in the Walter F. Mondale Papers belongs to the
Minnesota Historical Society and its content may not be
copied without the copyright holder’s express written
permission. Users may print, download, link to, or email
content, however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org



	00697-00150-1.pdf
	Copyright01.pdf



