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. HODGE: Thank you Senator Mondal nd 

th nk you Senator Dole for being with u this evening . 

This debat i taking p l ace before an 

audience in the Alley Theater in Houston, Texas. It 

is also being broadcast by radio nd television to 

an audience estimat d of some eighty-five million 

persons in this nation and overseas. 

As far as we c n tell , this is the first fo 

debate ever held between Vice Pr sidential candi ates . 

Their views are important not only because they seek 

the second highest office in the land , but becau e as 

pot~ntial Vice Presidents, they must be judged on their 

capacities to serve as President of the United St tes. 

For exam Ie, of the last five Vice Presidents , 

three have become President due to de th or r~signation 

by a Chi f Executive. 

We beg:J.n this debate tonight with opening 

statements of up to two minutes by each c ndidate . By 

the toss of the coin it s determined that Senator 

Dole would go first. 

Senator Dole , your opening statement . 
f 

SEN TOR DOLE: Thank you very much. 

First, I wi'h to thank the League of Women 
,.,y' 

Voters, and this is a gr at privileg and honor for me . 

I want to th nk my good friends in Russell, . Kansas for 
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that big long telegr m I received today. 

I think tonight may be sort f a fun evening . 

It is a very important evening, it is a very historic 

e,vening . 

But I have known my counterpar't for sometime" 

and we have been friends , and we wi l l be friends when 

this debate is over. And , e will be friends wh n the 

1 ction is ver, and he ill still be in the Sen~te~ , 

And , i think first of all that I should make 

it very clear that I am m at proud to be on the ticket 

with President Ford. 

I have known Pre ident Ford for sixteen years 

Sixteen years, a i ong time . He has known me f or that 

long . t know him to be a man of compassion and 

competence, he has that confidence and suggests that 

lea.dership that America needs and tbat you need right 

now. 

I don ' t know much about Governor Carter . I 

have tried . to find out. I know he is very a bitious~ 

I know be ants to be President. He ha been running 

for three ye rs. But , I know he said at 1 ast one 

thing, and he~oes agree with my opponent, my friend , 

Wa.lter Mondale, probably ' " e of the most liber 1 

Senators in the United States/ Senate. 
1 

And , that is really what this debate is all 
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about. If by some tragic circumstance , ne of us 

2 becomes Pr sident of the United States , wher do e 

3 stand on the issues? 

4 I would just say in a very summary way that 

5 I have a great deal of faith in you , the American 

6 people . I m concerned about farmers and housewives 

7 nd young people and professional people, working men 

8 and women. I think we can find our solutions working 

9 together . 

10 My opponent has record of voting for every 

11 inflationary spending program, except in defense, where 

12 h votes for every cut . And, we ill explore that as 

13 this debate goes on. 

14 
MR. HODGE: Thank you, Senator Dole. 

15 
Senator Mondale, your opening st te~ent. 

16 
SENATOR MONDALE: I believe that most American 

17 would agree on the problems that this country f ces , 

18 and which the next administration must solve . They 

19 include the need once again for an economy that works. 

20 The econ my tOday is on very , very bad shape . The 

21 highest unemployment since the Great Depre sion , fifty 

22 percent higher than hen Mr . Ford took office. Raging 

23 

24 

25 

inflamation, with the latest wholesale rice indexes 

Once ag 1n ~sing the specter of double digit inflation. 

I 
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The purchasing power of the average American 

has slipped so much that it is n the equivalent of 

the purchasing power in 1965. It is not getting better 

it is getting orse . All of the leading indicators now 

point down ard , And stock investors arp. now losing ' -

confidence. ~ nd over ' fifty billion c dollars ' of value has 

disappear d from' the , 
t ck market in less than a month . 

We need a government that works, and we need 

a govern ent that car s. And , once again, we h v t o 

get back to work on education., on hea lth., on housing, on 

the environment, on energy . And, we need a foreign poli y 

that once again reflects the values and the beli fs .of 

~e Am rican people. 

This will take leadership , and we need leader-

ship too. 

The Republic administration , the Republican 

P arty has had eight years to solve these problems. All 

of them h ve gotten orse. The Republican ticket d oes 

n o t offer new plans for this solution, but is engaged in 

a frantic eff rt to defend the past 

This nation desperately needs new leadershi _ 

The Cart r - Mondale ticket auld offer 8 new generati on 

of leader hip, dedicated to solving the problems which! 

have listed . nd, that ~s the bjsis of 
If 

ur appeal . 

MR. HODGE: Tank you, Gentlemen. 
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The subject m tter of tonightts debate, like 

that of the first two Presidential Debates, covers 

domestic and economic policies and f oreign and defense 

issues . 

The questioners tonig~t are Hal Bruno, Chief 

Politic 1 Correspondent of Newsweek M gazine , Marilyn 

Be r ger , White Hous Corresprndent of NBS News, and 

- Walter Mears , Special Correspondent for the Associated 

Press. 

Questions will be alternated b teen t he two 

candidates . After the question is asked, the , the 

candidate will have up to two and a half minutes to 

re pond . Hi opponent will then have two nd a half 

minutes to reply to that . The. first candidate y then 

reply to those remarks for up to one minute . 

I should mention at this p oint that I ill 

intervene if the candidate is not addressing the questio 

which has been posed to him. 

At the conclusion of the questioning, e ch 

candidate ill be allowed up to three minutes for a 

c losing remark . 

Senator Monda1e and Senator Dole do not have 

prepared notes or evening . 

However, they ke notes and refer to them during 

the debates. 
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We now begin with questions on domestic and 

economic p olicies . The first question g oes to S nator 

Dole , w s was determined by the c oin toss . 
r 

Mr . Bruno, you have the first question . 

M • BRUNO: Senator Dol e, Presidential 

candidates always promi e that the Vice President will 

play an important role, but it seldom turns out that 

way and they usually wind up as stand-by ,equipment, 

which is the way Vice Pre iden Rockefeller once 

de cribed the job . 

Wh t is your vi w of this office that you are 

seeking? Has President Ford told you what your role 

might be; and what would you like it to be? 

SENATOR DOLE: Well " as I said as I have 

traveled around the count'ry, and mostly in jest , as 

to why you are running for Vice President, that, well , 

it is indoor work and n heavy lifting_ But , I have 

als'othought very serious ly abOut it. President Ford has 

discussed it with me . 

It is a great opportunity , it is a great 

respon ibility . I can ' t s~and here tonight in Houston, 

and say that come January when I will be sworn 

in as Vice resident , that I am going to do anything in 

the first ndred days , or even the second hundred days, 

But, I hav, discussed wi th President Ford.. He has 
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indicated two responsibilities tha t he is going to 

2 designate . O e would be having s ome role in incr asing 

3 our agricultur I xports, because we believe - - we 

4 b 1iev together , that the future of American 

5 agriculture lies in its export • 

6 Also , because of my l ong as ociation with 

7 fami l ies who had sons or hu bands that are issing in 

8 acti on or prisoners of war, he indicated to me las t 

9 ;eek that I would have role as hi representative 

10 t o try to t some acc ounting for the mis ing in a c tion 

11 . in S outhea t Asia . 

12 But, beyond that, our Constitutional duty i 
, r 

13 to preside over the Senate and v o te in ca e ' of ties . 

14 We a l 0 serve on the Nati onal Security Council, 

15 Domestic Council, and wh tever other ssignment we 

16 may hav from time to time. 

17 I think probably one important aspect that 

18 we ought t o t lk about, and that i our vision for 

19 America . I be l ieve the p ople viewing t o~ight, peop l e 

20 who are watching us tonight, y well determine the 

21 r o le I lay as Vice Pre ident. 

I" believ! that we are going forward in 
f I 

America under the leadership of President Ford . And , 

22 

23 

24 I believe there will be more and m re challeng s, 

25 positive ch llenges to th se of us who hold high office , 
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to serve the American people, and that is really what 

it is all about, whether e are Vice President, on the 

City Council , a member of the Legislature or whatever . 

Our ob1ig tion is to the people. We must have faith 

in the merican people . And , I have that faith . 

But " I think the opponents have more f ith 

in bigger government , ore control, and more interferen e 

in every day lif • 

MR . HOGE : Senator Monda1e , your response 

SENATOR MONDALE: The problems that our count y 

faces are so great that very strong r ole is required 

of the ice President and of all Federal officials . I 

have discussed this matt r extensively with Governor 

Carter . 

And , as Vice President , I ou1d have such a 

substantial role in both domestic and foreign policies . 

I would work with the President f or example in this lon 

overdue eff rt to basically restructure and reorganize 

the Fed ra.l government . 

Today , it is a mess. Th re is no one in char e. 

There is ast , great duplication . And , th ti e 

has come for overdue reorganization. That wou l d 
.' 

be one of the first tasks that I w.ould h ve working wit 
/' 

the new President . 

There would be whole range of duties that 
WORLEY 81 ASSOCIATES 
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I would have , working with the President, and on proble s 

2 of economic growth. We have got to get people back to 

3 work. Att eking inflation, and finally getting a po1ic 

4 to keep the dollar worth a dollar. And , the other 

5 problems that we face here at home . 

6 One of the specific suggesti ns th t we 

7 are considering now is th t I would head up a Task 

8 Forc,e to deal with the federal spects of crime in 

9 America. Today the federal functio n law enforcement 

10 is in di rray. · he drug enforcement administration is 

11 totally dem ralized~ The F. B. I. is also under great 

12 difficulty. We need to have a coordinated, effective. 

13 national a~t ck on organized and hard crime, those 

14 crimes prohibited by Federal law. We need to finally 

15 get a national effort that really makes sense, to stop 

16 the im ortation of thes . death-d~a1ing imported 11lega1 

17 drugs. We need to have a new look at official 1awless-

18 ness at the Federal level, because we have seen too 

19 many instances where people 1n high public office have 

20 violate the law themselves. And, one of the th1ngs that 

21 we are consid ring is e tab1ishing an int~r-depart ental 

22 agency e chairmanship of the Vice-President, to 

23 finally at long last put so e strength behind a national 

24 effort to deal with these terrible problems in American 

25 lives. 
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And, may I close by saying that one of the 

Presiden, nd one of the reasons that my 0 ponent 

mention d, that is, that the present President impos ed 
..,.. '----- -- -

an imbargo on farm exports four ti es in three years. 

And, they want a change. 
, 

MR. HOGE: Senator Dole, do you h ve a furthe 

comment? 

SENATOR DOLE: WeLl , I just say to y good 

friend, I am happy that you are going to be responsible 

for reorganiz tion. I hope you don ' t pattern it after 

Governor Carter's efforts in Georgia . They added more 

bureaucrat to government in Georgia, the cost of 

government ent uphis Hu n Resource Committee , or 

whatev r it is called , it s called an orga~izational 

nightmare by Governor Bu bee, his successor. 

I understand from Bobby Smith, who is 

supposed to be the Ag expert in the Carter campaign , 

that you c~n do w y with the Department of Agriculture 

That is in essence what he says. You ar going to put 
, 

it together ' with a lot of other things, and I kn that 

the farmers who may be viewing will be pleased to know 

that. 

you will also be pleased to know that 
.!t" 

Senator Mondale spon ors export licensing proposals in 
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the Congress , which would make it necessary for farmers 

to get an export license before they could ship their 

goods ov rsea ,. nd, nder his · roposal, which is 

still pending thank goodnes , it hasn't p ssed, we 

would all be in difficulties, you wouldn t t be able to 

ship n thin now. 

M • HOGE: . Ms. Berger, your qu stion to 

Senator Mondale . 

MS . BERGER: Senator Mondale , the polls 

indicate that less than h If of those eligible will 

vote in this co ing election. And, although bothyou 

a d Sen tor Dole have both touched on very important 

issues that are before the country, ny Americ ns feel 

that they are being short changed by a campaign that 

has descended into a name calling contest. 

For exa pIe, Governor C rt r has said that 

President Ford has been brai.nw shed. President Ford 

says that Carter is sl ndering America. It is the 

tone of t~e camp ign that orries America. 

Does it worry you, Senator Mondale? 

) NATOR M~DALE: There ar many things that 

I think have contributed to thi phenomenonthat I find 

very, very discoura,ging. That is the great numbers of 

Americ n who do ~not plan to particip te in the 

electorial proces which is so crucial to a sound and 
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effective nation . We can ' t solve our problem unless 

everyon helps . 

There have been so many things that have dis-

spirited the American people. that have fed frustration 

and de spair. We have gone through the worst ar in the 

American hi tory , th t has divided this country perhaps 

~s ~uch a it has ever been divided. We then went 

through the worst political scand 1 in American history 

with the highest officers in government being found 

guilty, or t l~ast charged with guilt , in very r serious 

crime . 

We then sa evidence that even our own 

Intelligence Agenci~s, and la enforcement agencies , 

charged to enforce the 1 w J ha·s themselves viol ted the 
I 

law. 

And , then, we have seen a government that is 

unable to deal ith the real problems that the American 

people face . People need lob . It is a tragedy every 

time th t .an able bodied merican , is denied the opportu 

to make - - to work. There are no eight million 

Americans who ,an • t find ork . 

it ~A a trageay when Americans work and find 

the value of their dollar disap earing. It is traged 

when children' can ' t get educated , ' when healthc re wipes 

them out, hen senior citizens find that th ir pension 
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and the credit that they are entitled to, through 

Social Security and Medicaid is being taken from them . 

These things have all contributed to a growing feeling 

in A erica, that governm nt does not respond to solve 

people's problems , the government lives by one standard 

and expects Americans to live by another . And , because 

of that we have , this large fe ling in America, refleete 

in those surveys , that was suggested in your que tion , 

that has contributed to this feeling that involvement 

in politic does not count . 

And, if there is one hope that Governor 

Carter and I h ve , if there is one objective that is 

central above all, is that we can restore the faith in 

the American people, by simply te ling the truth, 

obeying the law, seeing problems as they really are , 

attacking the real questions , the real problems that 

affect A erica. And . then I think we will se the 

restoration of public trust . 

• HOGE: Senator Dole . your response . 

SENATOR DOLE: Well , I think it is very 

good question. It goes back to the party institution. 

Maybe it is an indictment in that sense of those of us 

who seek It goes back to my basic premise , 

and th t is faith in the people. It just seems to me 

that some of tho e who lust for power are not re lly 
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concerned bout the people. They S8y they are concerne 

about the people , and they talk about the people. They 

never give us their position. 

And, so, I think many Americans re sort of 

turned off. And, they ere turned off by the war in 

Southeast Asia, they were turned off by Watergate . I 

ill s8y that word first. They w re turned off by 

Watergate. 

But, we are laking ahead . They were probabl 

turned off by what · they sa in the U. S. House of 

Representatives . They have been turned off by a lot 

of things t ey have seen in politics . But, I think 

they have been turned off too by promises and promises , 

and bigger and bigger spending programs nd more and 

more inflation . 

They are looking for Ie dership. They yearn 

for leadership. And, t ey h ve found th t leadership 

in President or. 

Governor Carter talks about tax reform, he 

talks about taxing the rich, he talks about nearly 

everyone . He says Former President Johnson lied and 

-cheated and d storted the facts . I think that turned 

a lot of peop~e off. He as quick to apologiz to Mrs. 

Johnson. He insult.ed Governor W llace, but he was 

quick to apologize to Governor allace . Someone in the 
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family insulted Billy Graham, but they were quick to 

apologize to Billy Graha • 

I think it is time we topped apolo izing 

and talked -- I ean started talking to you, the 

American people . We need your help. We want to restor 

faith in the system. And, I think we can. 

Lets not promise what we can't deliver. Lets 

be honest with you, the voter, with you, the t xpayer , 

trying to talk about educ tion, more this, more that, 

more that. That there are eighty-eight million people 

working Americans. They are going to pay the taxes . 

The highest number ever working in America. Some 

forty percent of the population , the highest in the 

history, working now in America. 

We are concerned about the 7.8 per~ent un-

employed. We will be concerned until that is reduced 

to four percent or three percent or wherever . But, 

e can't lose sight of the number one enemy . And, the 

number one enemy is inflation . And, I think the 

American people are coming around, they are beginning 

to understand that President Ford says hat he means 

and does what he says. 

M • 'tIo~: Senator Mondale. 

SE ATOR MONDALE: Well, ;who really has faith 

in the people, the candidate like Governor Carter , who 
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campaigns to the people, is out every day meeting and 

talking with the people, holds news conferences and 

answers questions of the news media as he has every 

day for twenty-four months, or a President who is in 

the White House, not through election but through 

appointment, who has held only two preannounced news 

conferences since February. 

Who trusts the people more, Governor Carter 

and Senator Mondale, who have disclosed our income tax 

returns so the American people can look at our private 

financial affairs and determine how we have conducted 

our affairs, ( or President Ford and Senator Dole who 

refuse to let the American people see their t x returns. 

Who trusts the people? A candidate like 

Governor Carter who tells the truth, or a President lik 

Mr. Ford who last week told the American people that 

he had fought the Arab boy.cott and sought legislation 

and sanctions against it, when the poll records show he 

had proceeded in just the opposite direction. 

MR . HOGE: Thank you. 

Mr . Mears, your question for Senator Dole. 

K • MEARS: Senator Dole, during your current 

campaign, you someti~es expressed concern about a 

negative image of the Republican Party. You are quoted 

as having said last spring, that we are in the unfortun te 
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position of having a President vetoing bills and 

getting on the wrong s ide of people issues. He has 

vetoed the Education Bill, the Jobs Bill, you name it . 

Are you still concerned about th risks that 

Republicans would be perc~;ved a 0 posed to what you 

call veto -- people issue, and d o you think that 

Pr~sident Ford has .exerci ed the veto t oo frequently? 

SENATOR DOLE: Well, r might say at the 

outset, r haven 't always agreed th President Ford, 

and , l have voted to override on occasions, but not 

every time as my counterpart has . 

r think President FQrd, and hindsight is 

very good particularly hen you are on the t icket . 

And my hin sight is the Pre id nt ha been very 

courageous. nd, there is a difference . 

You kpow, we look at our States, and we look 

at the bills and we decide to u tain a override. The 

Presid nt, and particularly this President, who ha s 

the courage, President Ford, looks at the nation, he 

1 oks at all of the American people, and he makes that 

judgment, should r sign , can r sign, or must I vet o 

thi s bill . And, so he has vetoed 62 bills . I think 

the 62nd hapP'e6 e t oday . 

And, r say that is courage ous act, re eated 

I' 
62 times, because most of that legislation sounded 
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good; 0 e of it was good , some of it we 1ust cou1dn1t 

2 
h ve unless we are going to fuel the fires of inf1atio . 

3 I don' t gge t that eery veto, I must agree 
4 

with . But, I a1 0 uggest that I am a Republican. I 

5 am oroud to be a Republ can. e will sometimes proceed 
6 

a I aid b ore, a the anti-p ople oarty, because we 

7 are not for more pending . e are not for more 
8 gover m nt . We are for trong defense . e are f or 
9 

peace in the orld . Thos aren ' t very attractive to 

10 some peo leo Th y want to n how muc h we ar e going 

11 to s nd for thi sand ho much e are go ng t o spend 

12 for that. 

13 Well, Senator Mondale could tell them that 

14 bec use he votes for ev ry piece of pending legislatio 

15 c omes down the pi» e, un1es it 1s in the area of 

16 defens, and then he vot s for very budget cut. I 

17 think he has vot d t o cut the budget, in addition t o 

18 what has already been cut in the Congr ss, some sixteen 

19 billi ~ dollars, against t e B- 1 Bomber . This means 

20 8 lot of jobs. Against the C- 5- A, against the Trident 

21 Subm rine . And, the list goes on and on and on and on. 

22 I believe the American people want us to be 

23 responsible . got to ma e the tough decisions. 

24 It is one thing to office of the President or 

25 Senate of the United St te and vote for every spending 
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progra , never cocern ourselves with infla tion or the 

total cost . 

But, would only close by saying that I hope 

that you w·ll remember, e are in a Democr tic Congress, 

we have had one for twenty-t 0 straight years . A\nd 

so when anyone stands up to debate this Republic n 

Senator, and tri s to dump all of the respc.n.ibility 

on a Republican President by t e name of Gerald For~ , 

I just sk that question, where have you been for 

tw nty-t 0 y ars . 

M • HOGE: Sen tor Mondale, your response . 

SENATOR MONDALE: P rhaps the ost pronounced 

diff r nce that separates the Democratic and Republican 

candid te s reflected i n the question thar was jus t 

asked. Th re is pr ct i ca'ly no differ I ce between the 

two p rties in terms of how much· they would spend . The 

Sen te Budget Co itte _ e ti ted that the Republican 

Platfor cost fifty billion dollars , the Democratic 

Platform co t forty bil on all rs . 

The differenc between the Democratic 

Congre sian 1 Budget, which I supported , and the 

President ' s .Budget was only three billion dollars in 

def~cit, and if you remov the gimmickry in the 

President ' s Bud et, it as exactly the sa • 

Th difference is in how we s1' nd those 
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re s ources. And , I am un shamed of my support for 

programs to put pe op le back t o work . I am unashamed 

o f my support f or programs to build housing so the 

families of this country can live in decent housing . 

I am unashamed of snp orting education programs that 

give our kids a decent education . I am unashamed o f 

supporting hea l th programs that give people who get 

ill a chance to have dec~nt healtb without being t o t all 

w.iped out .. And , I am unashamed o f supporting programs 

such as Medicare . My opponent voted against Medicare~ 

Can you imagine vot; ng against programs ., as did the 

President , that wou l d provid health f or senior citi zen 

after they are past their earning years , so that they 

c ou l d have decent health c re without being wiped out . 

Now, here is it the Republican want to 

spend their money . Well, I will' tell you . First o f 

a I , this year they are spending fi.fty- five bi l lion 

dollars in the cost o f the recession that they created. 

We didn ' t .get in this recession, we had fu l l employmen t 

wh n they took over . Mr . Ford , in just two years , has 

increased unemp l ment by two and a ha l f mil l ion 

! 
Americans . They haven ' t solved inflation . And ,. ins tea 

of trying to dea l with the r oblem of ' unemploymen t , 

instead of that , they propose a twenty billion dol l ar 

tax cut f r wea l thy corporati ons , despite the fact that 
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just yesterday a newspaper carried a story that ten 

2 major corporations de massive amounts of money and 

3 didn't owe a dime in Federal taxes. Ford Motor 

4 Corpor tion earned eight hundred million dollars and 

5 didn't owe a dim to the Federal government. In fact, 

6 got a hundred and eighty million dollars back. 

7 So, between those tax cuts and between the 

8 massive costs of unemployment, they spend much more 

9 than we would . But, what do they get for it? We want 

10 to see money spent to help problems that people real l y 

11 face in their lives . 

12 MR. HOGE: Senator Dole. 

13 SENATOR DOLE: Well, we are all for those 

14 programs, but we just don't believe in excesses. I 

15 think in retrospect the elder care program that I voted 

16 for in tead of Medicare is probably a · better program, 

17 because Medicare, everybody gets the benefit, whether 

18 you are in need or not, once you reach age 6S . Now 

19 the yare having a lot of problems in Medicare. 

20 I am glad you mentioned Ford Motor Company 

21 not paying taxes. Again, the Democrats controlled the 

22 Committee. a on:\ the Committee . , S~nator Mondale 

23 is n the Finance Co ittee. Henry Ford h appens to be 

24 supporting Governor Cart r. Maybe that is why. Governo 

25 Carter did have a little meeting with him at the 21 
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