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they will educate and accustom the nation to disability, and perhaps 

win political credit for acting prudently. If they fail to do so, they 

should be strongly criticized in Congress, the press, and other public 

forums. 

A curious omission of the Twenty-Fifth Amendment is any provision 

for vice presidential disabilities. As noted earlier, an important 

purpose of the amendment was to assure that a vice president would 

always be available to succeed to a vacant presidency or fill in for a 

disabled president. Even a briefly disabled vice president would be 

inadequate to either task; to have a vice president who was suffering 

from a long term or permanent disability would undermine the 

Twenty-Fifth Amendment entirely. 

The Twenty-Fifth Amendment offers a convenient model for a 

solution to the problem of the disabled vice president, which could be 

included in the proposed omnibus constitutional amendment. Very 

simply, either the vice president or the president and a majority of 

the heads of the executive departments could declare the vice president 

disabled. During the disability, the secretary of state (or, if the 

secretary did not meet the constitutional qualifications for vice 

president, the secretary of defense, and so on) would become acting 

president in a situation of presidential vacancy or disability, but 

would not assume the vice president's Senate responsibilities. The 

disability would end when the vice president declared it ended, unless 

the president and cabinet disagreed, in which case Congress would 

settle the issue, as it would in a situation of disputed presidential 

disability. In the unlikely event that the secretary of state was 
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serving as acting president when the vice presidential disability 

ended, the vice president would resume the office's successorship 

duties. 

CONCLUSION 

Reform of the vice presidency is a long standing topic of American 

political discourse. Modern-day reformers confront a curious state of 

affairs. Most important historical problems of the vice 

presidency--notably, poor vice presidential selection and inadequate 

preparation to be president--have been allayed, if not solved. Other 

problems of the office probably admit of no general solution. For 

example, the same public advocacy role that offers vice presidents such 

powerful political benefits with the party and the administration risks 

making them appear to be servile, divisive figures, inadequate to unify 

and lead the nation either by succession or election. This problem can 

be alleviated by the political sensitivity, even artistry, of 

individual presidents and vice presidents, not by political reform. 

Somewhere between these two extremes are the problems of the vice 

presidency that can be eased through purposeful action. Legislation to 

fulfill Section 4 of the Twentieth Amendment would solve one such 

~roblem, that of the presidential or vice presidential candidate who 

'~ es before Congress declares (or, in the event of an electoral college 

d ~ ~ dlock, decides on) a president-elect and vice president-elect. An 

lUS constitutional amendment to correct certain defects in the 
,'. 

~.,:..:~", .. . '-Fifth Amendment would solve others. Specifically, the amendment 

':1clude a provision for vice presidential disabilities, place a 

.... 
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time limit on congressional confirmation of vice presidential 

appointments, and limit to one the number of appointed vice presidents 

per term. But it is in civic education that the greatest opportunities 

for continued improvement in the vice presidency lie. Citizens should 

be taught, so that they in turn can teach those who would lead them, 

both that presidents and presidential candidates have no excuse either 

to choose vice presidents rashly or to prepare them inadequately to be 

president and that routine invocations of the Twenty-Fifth Amendment's 

provisions for presidential disability are to be encouraged, not 

avoided. 
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