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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

TOKYO 

Kevin Kenner's fourteen-concert tour promises to be a 

delight for music lovers in Japan. Not yet thirty, Mr. Kenner 

is already one of America's most accomplished pianists. Since 

graduating from the Peabody School of Music in Baltimore, he 

has achieved ever-growing international acclaim. Mr. Kenner 

has won prizes at the Warsaw Chopin competition, the 

International Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow, and the Van 

Cliburn Competition in Fort Worth, Texas. He is the only 

American to have won the prestigious Polonaise Prize. Mr. 

Kenner's international tours throughout North and Central 

America, Europe, North Africa and Asia have have earned glowing 

praise, and his playing in his 1991 tour of Japan was greeted 

with unanimous accolades. 

I am pleased that Mr. Kenner has returned to Japan. 

Musicians of his superior caliber are our finest cultural 

ambassadors. I offer my greetings to those who have come to 

share an afternoon or an evening of music with this outstanding 

young American artist, .. and extend my appreciation to Tokyo 

International Music Corporation and all the others who have 

made Kevin Kenner's Japan concert series possible. 

Walter F. Mondale 



(NOV. 24, 11 :16 AM 

THE U.S.-JAPAN SECURITY RELATIONSHIP --

THE BEDROCK OF STABILITY IN EAST ASIA FOR THE 21 ST 

C~Y J{J(r~ - ~~~ 
TH~VITING ME TO SPEAK BEFORE YOU F/L-LL 

TODAY. LAST WEEK, I VISITED KOREA, AND THE WEEK BEFORE W ~ 

I WAS IN JAKARTA FOR THE APEC MEETINGS. SANDWICHED IN 

BETWEEN WAS A TRIP TO NIIGATA, AND BEFORE THAT I WENT 

DOWN TO KYUSHU. SO I AM PLEASED TO BE HOME IN TOKYO 

AND TO ADDRESS A "HOME TOWN" AUDIENCE§ AT IS ONLY A 

SHORT DRIVE FROM THE EMBA~ 

I WANT TO SPEAK TO YOU TODAY ABOUT OUR SECURITY 

RELATIONSHIP. BUT BEFORE TAKING UP THAT TOPIC, I 

WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK FOR A MOMENT ABOUT APEC AND THE 

U.S.-JAPAN GLOBAL AGENDAS'E O IMPORTANT AND TIMELY 

SUBJE~ 

APEC 

I BELIEVE THAT THE APEC MEETING IN JAKARTA WAS 

HISTORIC. AS YOU KNOW, APEC BEGAN IN 1989, AS A VERY 

LOOSE, VERY INFORMAL GATHERING OF FOREIGN MINISTERS 

AND TRADE MINISTERS FROM THE REGION. THOUGH EUROPE 

HAS A LONG HISTORY OF THIS KIND OF A MULTILATERAL 

MEETING, IT IS NEW IN ASIA. OUR FIRST REAL 
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BREAKTHROUGH WITH APEC CAME IN SEATTLE, WHERE AL OF 

THE APEC LEADERS CAME TOGETHER FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 

JAKARTA, WE REACHED ANOTHER MILESTONE IN THE BUILDING 

OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC COMMUNITY: COMMITTING TO FULLY 

OPEN TRADE IN THE REGION BY THE YEAR 2020. 

NO ONE EXPECTS~IS;JAPEC TO BE LIKE THE EU 

OR THE OECD -- IT HAS A DECIDEDLY DIFFERENT TONE, MORE 

CONSENSUAL, LESS FORMAL, LESS INSTITUTIONALIZED. BUT 

WE ARE SEEING A GROWING RECOGNITION AMONG ASIA­

PACIFIC LEADERS IN ALL FIELDS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF 

REGIONAL COOPERATION AND A GROWING COMMITMENT TO 

MAKING THIS HAPPEN. THERE IS INDEED AN ASIAN-PACIFIC 

COMMUNITY, AND IT HAS A VERY BRIGHT FUTURE. 

I WAS ALSO GRATIFIED THAT THE U.S. AND JAPAN WERE 

ON THE SAME SIDE OF THE TABLE. WE WORKED WELL 

TOGETHER AND WITH THE MANY OTHERS THERE WHO ARE 

COMMITTED TO MOVING APEC FORWARD. THE NEXT MEETING 

OF APEC WILL BE HOSTED BY JAPAN IN OSAKA. AS 

CHAIRMAN, JAPAN WILL HAVE A TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY 

TO LEAD THE WAY TOWARD IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

AGREEMENTS REACHED IN JAKARTA AND GIVING GREATER 

DEFINITION TO APEC BY SETTING FORTH A BLUE PRINT FOR 

THE FUTURE. PRESIDENT CLINTON HAS ALSO ACCEPTED 

PRIME MINISTER MURAYAMA'S INVTATION TO MAKE A STATE 

VISIT TO TOKYO IN CONNECTION WITH THE APEC SUMMIT. 
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I AM DELIGHTED I WILL BE HERE FOR THESE EVENTS, AND I 

LOOK FORWARD TO THEIR GREAT SUCCESS. 

SO EVEN THOUGH APEC HAPPENED LAST WEEK, AND I 

UNDERSTAND THAT THIS MAKES IT OLD NEWS, I BELIEVE 

THAT APEC IS VERY BIG NEWS INDEED WHEN WE CONSIDER 

THE FUTURE OF THIS REGION. I AM CONVINCED THAT £ M9RE 

THAN ANY OTHER BOB APEC WILL BE A KEY FORUM FOR 

SHAPING THE ASIA-PACIFIC COMMUNITY FROM HERE ON QUi. 
t fl/ -rH .L r-01 cJ 12-- (£ 

OUR COMMON AGENDA 

I ALSO WANT TO TALK BI ABOUT THE SUMMIT AT 

JAKARTA BETWEEN PRESIDENT CLINTON AND PRIME MINISTER 

MURAYAMA. THIS WAS A PRODUCTIVE AND VERY POSITIVE 

ENCOUNTER. THE TRADE AGREEMENTS WE REACHED AT END OF 

SEPTEMBER SET A VERY POSITIVE TONE FOR THE MEETING, 

AND BOTH LEADERS HAD A CHANCE TO FOCUS ON THE MANY 

AREAS OF COOPERATION IN OUR RELATIONSHIP. AT THE VERY 

TOP OF THIS LIST WERE THE INITIATIVES THE U.S. AND 

JAPAN ARE MAKING TO PROMOTE OUR "COMMON AGENDA" ON 

GLOBAL ISSUES IN THE PACIFIC REGION AND THROUGHOUT 

THE WORLD. 

I AM AFRAID THAT THE "COMMON AGENDA" IS ONE OF 

THOSE "GOOD" NEWS ITEMS THAT RARELY GETS THE 

ATTENTION IT DESERVES. LET'S FACE IT: "GOOD" NEWS 
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JUST CANNOT COMPETE FOR MEDIA ATTENTION WITH "BAD" 

NEWS. IT'S A FUNNY THING, BUT SOME SEEM TO RELISH A 

FIGHT MORE THAN THEY WOULD LIKE TO HEAR THAT OUR TWO 

COUNTRIES TOGETHER ARE SAVING LIVES AROUND THE 

WORLD. BUT THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT WE ARE DOING THROUGH 

THE "COMMON AGENDA." 

WHEN PRESIDENT CLINTON MET WITH PRIME MINISTER 

MIYAZAWA IN JULY OF 1993, THEY AGREED NOT ONLY ON A 

FRAMEWORK TO ADDRESS OUR TRADE PROBLEMS, BUT ALSO 

TO MOVE FORWARD ON A "COMMON AGENDA" TO TACKLE MANY 

OF THE WORLD'S MOST PRESSING LONG-TERM GLOBAL ISSUES 

SUCH AS THE ENVIRONMENT, POPULATION GROWTH, THE 

PREVENTION OF DISEASE AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

TECHNOLOGY AND HUMAN RESOURCES. 

OUR "COMMON AGENDA" HAS BEEN A GREAT SUCCESS. IN 

THE AREA OF POPULATION AND HEALTH ASSISTANCE ALONE, 

OUR TWO NATIONS WILL SPEND $1 2 BILLION BY THE YEAR 

2000 ON POPULATION AND AIDS-RELATED ASSISTANCE FOR 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. WE ARE WORKING TOGETHER TO 

WIPE OUT POLIO WORLDWID BY THE YEAR 2@ AND WE ARE 

COLLABORATING ON THE "CHILDREN'S VACCINE INITIATIVE," 

A PROGRAM TO IMPROVE VACCINES FOR THE WORLD'S NEEDY 

CHILDREN. ON THE ENVIRONMENT, W ARE WORKING TO 

PROTECT THE WORLD'S FORESTS - IN THE PHILIPPINES, ONE 
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PROTECTING THE OCEANS AND CORAL REEFS, DEVELOPING 

ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE, ENERGY-EFFICIENT TECHNOLOGIES 

AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS, TO NAME JUST A FEW. 

NEXT WEEK, OUR UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 

GLOBAL AFFAIRS, TIM WIRTH, WILL BE HERE MEETING WITH 

SENIOR JAPANESE OFFICIALS ON THE "COMMON AGENDA." I 

HOPE ALL OF YOU WILL TAKE NOTE OF THIS VISIT AND GIVE 

OUR COMMON AGENDA THE ATTENTION I BELIEVE IT 

DESERVES. 

THE U.S-JAPAN SECURITY RELATIONSHIP 

THE OTHER TOPIC I WANT TO TALK ABOUT WITH YOU 

TODAY IS ANOTHER AREA OF GOOD NEWS THAT DOES NOT 

SEEM TO GET THE ATTENTION IT DESERVES -- AND THAT IS 

OUR SECURITY RELATIONSHIP. 

OUR REGIONAL PRESENCE 

WITH THE END OF THE COLD WAR AND THE COLLAPSE OF 

THE SOVIET UNION, I SENSE A CERTAIN DEGREE OF 

CONFUSION IN BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN AS TO 
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THE CONTINUING RATIONALE FOR AMERICA'S FORWARD 

DEPLOYED PRESENCE IN EAST ASIA. THIS IS 

UNDERSTANDABLE GIVEN THE FACT THAT FOR FORTY YEARS 

OUR PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WAS CONTAINING THE SOVIET 

THREAT AND THE SPREAD OF COMMUNISM, OBJECTIVES THAT 

BY THEIR VERY SUCCESS HAVE LARGELY LOST THEIR 

RELEVANCE. BUT I BELIEVE THE REASONS FOR AMERICA'S 

MILITARY PRESENCE IN ASIA ARE AS COMPELLING AS EVER: 

AMERICA IS A PACIFIC NATION, WITH A STAKE IN THE 

SECURITY OF THE REGION. STABILITY AND SECURITY IN THE 

ASIAN-PACIFIC THEATRE IS ESSENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT. ECONOMIC PROGRESS, IN TURN, PROMOTES 

DEMOCRATIC CHANGE. AND PROSPEROUS DEMOCRACIES MAKE 

FOR PEACEFUL NEIGHBORS. 

AMERICA IS A PACIFIC NATION. THIS IS NOT SIMPLY 

POLITICAL RHETORIC, IT IS A GEOGRAPHIC, DEMOGRAPHIC, 

AND CULTURAL FACT. PACIFIC WATERS LAP THE SHORES OF 

FIVE OF OUR FIFTY STATES. OUR POPULATION IS 

INCREASINGLY CENTERED IN WESTERN STATES THAT LOOK 

MORE TO ASIA THAN TO EUROPE. AND ABOUT SEVEN AND A 

HALF MILLION AMERICANS TRACE THEIR ANCESTRY TO THE 

ASIA-PACIFIC AND THE NUMBERS ARE GROWING -- OUR 

ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY TODAY IS DOUBLE WHAT IT WAS 

ONLY TEN YEARS AGO. 
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OUR ECONOMY'S HEALTH INCREASINGLY DEPENDS UPON 

TRADE WITH OUR ASIAN-PACIFIC PARTNERS. ALREADY, 40 

PERCENT OF OUR TRADE IS IN THIS REGION. JAPAN IS OUR 

LARGEST OVERSEAS TRADING PARTNERS. WE SELL MORE TO 

SINGAPORE THAN TO ITALY OR GREECE; AND MORE TO 

MALAYSIA THAN TO RUSSIA. ALMOST TWO AND A HALF 

MILLION AMERICAN JOBS ARE DIRECTLY RELATED TO OUR 

EXPORTS TO THIS MARKET. BY THE YEAR 2000, IT IS 

ESTIMATED THAT OUR TRADE AND INVESTMENT FLOWS 

ACROSS THE PACIFIC WILL BE DOUBLE THE TRANS-ATLANTIC 

VOLUME. IN THE YEARS AHEAD, THIS REGION WILL HAVE A 

CRITICAL IMPACT ON MY COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC GROWTH -- ON 

TRADE, JOBS AND OUR NATIONAL PROSPERITY. 

AMERICAN SECURITY DEPENDS ON ASIAN SECURITY. 

BECAUSE OF OUR GEOGRAPHIC, CULTURAL, AND ECONOMIC 

TIES, MY COUNTRY HAS ALWAYS HAD AN ENDURING INTEREST 

IN STABILITY IN THIS REGION, AND THIS STAKE IS GROWING, 

NOT DIMINISHING. OUR NATIONAL SECURITY DEPENDS ON 

PREVENTING THE RISE OF ANY HEGEMONIC POWER OR 

COALITION AND IN STOPPING THE PROLIFERATION OF 

NUCLEAR, CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS, AND 

BALLISTIC MISSILE SYSTEMS. WE HAVE A STRONG INTEREST 

IN FOSTERING THE GROWTH OF DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN 

RIGHTS -- VALUES SO NECESSARY FOR LONG TERM PEACE AND 

PROSPERITY . 

7 



THESE INTERESTS HAVE DEEP ROOTS. OUR DESIRE TO 

TRADE WITH ASIA PROMPTED US TO SEND ADMIRAL PERRY TO 

NEGOTIATE WITH JAPAN TO OPEN HER ECONOMY TO THE 

WORLD IN THE 19TH CENTURY. OUR STRATEGIC STAKE LED US 

TO MEDIATE THE END OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR IN 1905, 

TO RESPOND TO AGGRESSION IN THE 1 940S, TO DEFEND THE 

ROK IN THE 1950S AND TO ASSIST SOUTH VIETNAM IN THE 

1960S. AND THESE INTERESTS ACCOUNT FOR THE 

COMMITMENT WE HAVE MADE TO ARRIVE AT A PEACEFUL 

RESOLUTION OF THE NORTH KOREA NUCLEAR PROBLEM AND TO 

REMOVING TRADE BARRIERS IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION. 

SINCE THE END OF WORLD WAR TWO, TO SECURE THESE 

INTERESTS, MY COUNTRY HAS MAINTAINED A STRONG 

DEFENSE CAPABILITY IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC THROUGH A 

SERIES OF BILATERAL ALLIANCES, MOST PROMINENTLY WITH 

JAPAN AND KOREA, WHERE WE STATION MOST OF THE 

100,000 MILITARY WE HAVE IN THE REGION. 

IN THE POST COLD WAR ERA, WE MUST TAKE THE 

EXISTING SECURITY FRAMEWORK IN EAST ASIA THAT HAS 

BEEN BUILT UP OVER THE PAST FIFTY YEARS AND BUILD ON 

THIS TO CREATE A STRONGER BILATERAL, REGIONAL AND 

GLOBAL SECURITY FRAMEWORK THAT CAN MAINTAIN 

STABILITY AND CONTRIBUTE TO REGIONAL INTEGRATION. 
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LET ME SHARE WITH YOU MY SENSE OF HOW I SEE OUR 

TWO NATIONS WORKING TOGETHER ON SECURITY ISSUES IN 

THIS NEW ERA -- BILATERALLY, REGIONALLY, AND GLOBALLY. 

THE CENTRALITY OF THE U.S.-JAPAN SECURITY ALLIANCE 

I WANT TO BEGIN WITH THE CENTRAL COMPONENT, OUR 

BILATERAL SECURITY ALLIANCE. 

SINCE THE END OF WORLD WAR II, JAPAN HAS BEEN THE 

CORNERSTONE OF OUR ENGAGEMENT IN ASIA. OF ALL OF OUR 

BILATERAL SECURITY TIES, NONE IS STRONGER OR MORE 

IMPORTANT TO AMERICA THAN OUR BILATERAL SECURITY 

RELATIONSHIP WITH JAPAN. AND I THINK THAT THE SAME 

HOLDS TRUE FOR JAPAN. 

THE SUPPORT WITHIN JAPAN FOR OUR SECURITY 

RELATIONSHIP IS STRONGER THAN EVER. WITH PRIME 

MINISTER MURAYAMA'S ENDORSEMENT OF THE TREATY THIS 

YEAR, AND THE SHIFT IN THE POSITION OF THE JAPAN 

SOCIALIST PARTY, THERE IS NOW A PUBLIC CONSENSUS HERE 

THAT THE U.S.-JAPAN SECURITY TREATY SERVES JAPAN'S 

INTERESTS AND IS A SOURCE OF REGIONAL STABILITY. FOR 

THE FIRST TIME SINCE 1960, THE EXISTENCE OF OUR 

ALLIANCE IS NO LONGER AN ISSUE IN JAPANESE DOMESTIC 

POLITICS. 
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THERE IS NO GREATER MANIFESTATION OF JAPAN'S 

SUPPORT FOR OUR MILITARY PRESENCE THAN THE VERY 

GENEROUS HOST NATION SUPPORT WE RECEIVE. JAPAN 

ASSUMES MORE THAN HALF THE COST ASSOCIATED WITH OUR 

BASES -- SOME $4 BILLION DOLLARS. WE ARE NOW IN THE 

PROCESS OF DISCUSSING A RENEWAL OF THE HOST NATION 

SUPPORT AGREEMENT, AND WE EXPECT THIS TO GO SMOOTHLY. 

OUR BILATERAL ALLIANCE IS THE HEART OF STABILITY 

IN EAST ASIA AND MAKES POSSIBLE OUR FORWARD DEPLOYED 

PRESENCE IN THE REGION. FROM OUR BASES IN JAPAN, AND 

WITH THE ROUGHLY 47,000 AMERICAN SERVICEMEN AND 

WOMEN HERE, WE CAN CONTRIBUTE BOTH TO THE SECURITY OF 

JAPAN AND MORE BROADLY TO MAINTAINING INTERNATIONAL 

PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE FAR EAST. 

IN THE YEARS AHEAD, OUR GOVERNMENTS ARE 

DETERMINED TO STRENGTHEN THIS STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP. 

WE HOPE TO FIND WAYS TO MAKE IT EASIER FOR OUR FORCES 

TO WORK TOGETHER IN PEACETIME. WE WANT TO ENHANCE 

THE INTEROPERABILITY OF OUR FORCES BY TOGETHER 

DEVELOPING AND PRODUCING MILITARY SYSTEMS. WE ARE 

LOOKING INTO POSSIBLE COOPERATION ON THEATER MISSILE 

DEFENSES, AND WE ARE EXPLORING WAYS TO WORK TOGETHER 

ON PEACE-KEEPING OPERATIONS. 
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AT THE SAME TIME, WE ARE ADDRESSING BASE ISSUES 

AND OTHER CONCERNS OF THE JAPANESE PUBLIC. I AM VERY 

MUCH AWARE OF THE IMPACT OF OUR PRESENCE ON OKINAWA. 

WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN, WE ARE 

DISCUSSING THE CONSOLIDATION AND REALIGNMENT OF 

CERTAIN FACILITIES THERE. WE ARE ALSO WORKING WITH 

THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN TO REDUCE THE INTRUSIVENESS 

OF OUR TRAINING ACTIVITIES IN OTHER PARTS OF THE 

COUNTRY, CONSISTENT WITH THE NEED TO MAINTAIN 

READINESS. 

REGIONAL COOPERATION 

BUT OUR SECURITY TREATY AND OUR MILITARY 

PRESENCE IN JAPAN IS ONLY ONE FACET OF HOW OUR TWO 

COUNTRIES COOPERATE IN PROMOTING REGIONAL AND WORLD 

PEACE AND SECURITY. 

HISTORICALLY, THIS DIVERSE REGION HAS BEEN ONE OF 

THE MOST UNSTABLE PARTS OF THE WORLD. BUT IN THE 

LAST TWENTY YEARS, THIS REGION HAS BEEN REMARKABLY 

AT PEACE. I BELIEVE THAT AMERICA'S STRATEGIC, 

POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC ENGAGEMENT IN EAST ASIA AND 

OUR COMMITMENT TO ASIAN SECURITY HAVE BEEN THE MAJOR 

CONTRIBUTOR TO THIS STABILITY. 

IN DEFENDING OUR OWN INTERESTS, AMERICA'S 

STRATEGIC PRESENCE IN THE REGION HAS ALSO BENEFITED 
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THE REST OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC COMMUNITY, INCLUDING 

JAPAN. 

THE STABLE ENVIRONMENT THAT WE SO VERY MUCH NEED 

HERE IS ALSO WHAT JAPAN AND OTHERS IN THE ASIA-

PACIFIC HAVE COUNTED ON FOR THEIR ECONOMIES TO 

FLOURISH. THIS REGION IS NOW HOME TO SOME OF THE 

WORLD'S MOST PROMISING ECONOMIES -- ECONOMIES THAT 

ARE NOW COMMITTED TO CREATING THE WORLD'S LARGEST 

AREA OF FREE TRADE AND INVESTMENT AND THAT WILL 

LIKELY LEAD WORLD GROWTH INTO THE NEXT CENTURY. 

IN THE DIPLOMATIC ARENA WE ARE WORKING TOGETHER 

MORE CLOSELY THAN EVER TO MAINTAIN THIS STABILITY. 

I SEE OUR COORDINATION IN HANDLING THE NORTH 

KOREA NUCLEAR PROBLEM AS A MODEL OF HOW, BY WORKING 

TOGETHER FROM THE VERY START, WE ARE ArLE TO MAKE 

HEADWAY IN SOLVING A TREMENDOUSLY COMPLEX AND 

DELICATE PROBLEM. YOU KNOW, WE SHOULD NOT FORGET HOW 

TENSE AND VOLATILE THE SITUATION WITH NORTH KOREA 

WAS LAST MAY. NORTH KOREA HAD DENIED IAEA INSPECTORS 

ACCESS TO KEY NORTH KOREAN NUCLEAR FACILITIES AND 

WAS REFUSING TO LIVE UP TO ITS IAEA COMMITMENTS. WE 

SEEMED TO BE HEADED TOWARD UNITED NATIONS SANCTIONS 

AND A VERY DIFFICULT SITUATION INDEED. 
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YET, WORKING CLOSELY WITH JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA, 

AND WITH IMPORTANT SUPPORT FROM CHINA, WE HAVE 

NEGOTIATED A BREAKTHROUGH AGREEMENT THAT AVERTS THE 

THREAT OF NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION AND POTENTIAL 

CONFLICT. DIPLOMACY HAS BEEN THE KEY, BUT I BELIEVE 

THAT DIPLOMACY WAS ONLY SUCCESSFUL BECAUSE OF OUR 

SECURITY COMMITMENTS AND OUR MILITARY PRESENCE IN 

EAST ASIA. BUILDING ON THE UNPRECEDENTED AND VERY 

TIMELY EFFORTS OF FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER, WE HAVE 

ACHIEVED WHAT I BELIEVE IS AN HISTORIC AGREEMENT THAT 

WILL HELP PROTECT AND PROMOTE NOT ONLY REGIONAL 

STABILITY BUT ALSO THE INTERNATIONAL NON-

PROLIFERATION REGIME. 

WE ARE NOW IN THE IMPLEMENTATION STAGE OF THE 

NORTH KOREA AGREEMENT, AND THE SUCCESS OF THIS PHASE 

ALSO WILL REQUIRE US TO CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER 

CLOSELY. 

JAPAN'S EXPANDING ROLE 

I THINK THAT COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR TWO 

COUNTRIES, WORKING WITH OTHER STATES AND 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE UN, WILL BE 

INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT IN SOLVING OTHER REGIONAL AND 

GLOBAL PROBLEMS. 
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IN THIS INTERDEPENDENT WORLD, WE MUST ALSO LOOK 

AT EXPANDED MULTILATERAL COOPERATION. IN THIS 

REGARD, I BELIEVE THAT THE FORMATION OF THE ASEAN 

REGIONAL FORU~S AN IMPORTANT STEP. WITH THE ARF, THE 

NATIONS OF THE REGION FOR THE FIRST TIME HAVE A 

MULTILATERAL FORUM IN WHICH TO DISCUSS WAYS TO 

ENHANCE REGIONAL SECURITY. WE FULLY SUPPORT THIS 

DIALOGUE, AND WE BELIEVE THAT OVER THE LONGER TERM 

THE ARF WILL CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO EAST ASIAN 

SECURITY AS A SUPPLEMENT TO, BUT NOT A SUBSTITUTE 

FOR, OUR BILATERAL SECURITY COMMITMENTS. 

SIMILARLY, AS YOU KNOW, WE VERY MUCH SUPPORT 

JAPAN'S EFFORT TO GAIN A SEAT ON THE U.N. SECURITY 

COUNCIL AND WE SUPPORT THIS UNCONDITIONALLY. WE DO 

NOT BELIEVE THAT A PERMANENT SEAT FOR JAPAN IS 

DEPENDENT UPON HER ABILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL 

ASPECTS OF U.N. PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS. THAT IS AN 

ISSUE FOR JAPAN TO DECIDE. 

THAT SAID, MY GOVERNMENT WELCOMES JAPAN'S 

ENGAGEMENT IN HUMANITARIAN AND PEACEKEEPING 

OPERATIONS. JAPAN HAS MADE AN IMPORTANT 

CONTRIBUTION TO PKO OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA, 

MOZAMBIQUE AND NOW ZAIRE. WE HOPE THAT THE JAPANESE 

GOVERNMENT WILL BUILD ON THE MOMENTUM ACHIEVED FROM 

THESE SUCCESSFUL DEPLOYMENTS TO JOIN OTHER PKO 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE FUTURE. A MORE PROMINENT ROLE FOR 

JAPAN IN THE U.N. WOULD DEMONSTRATE THAT JAPAN IS 

SHOULDERING RESPONSIBILITIES COMMENSURATE TO HER 

INTERNATIONAL STATURE. 

NEED FOR CONTINUED U.S. ENGAGEMENT 

WHILE I EXPECT THAT THE BURDEN FOR PROTECTING THE 

SECURITY OF THE REGION WILL BE MORE WIDELY SHARED IN 

THE COMING YEARS, I DO NOT SEE THIS AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR 

AMERICAN LEADERSHIP OR A FORWARD-BASED U.S. MILITARY 

PRESENCE. 

I AM CONVINCED THAT FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, 

ONLY A CONTINUING AMERICAN MILITARY PRESENCE, 

CENTERED ON THE U.S.-JAPAN SECURITY TREATY AND 

SUPPLEMENTED BY OUR OTHER BILATERAL ALLIANCES, WILL 

BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN REGIONAL STABILITY. 

THE COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET UNION, AND NOW THE 

RECENT AGREEMENT WITH NORTH KOREA, SUGGEST THAT THE 

"THREAT" IN EAST ASIA IS CLEARLY RECEDING. BUT MANY 

UNCERTAINTIES REMAIN. LET ME GO OVER JUST A FEW: 

-- WE ARE FACING THE PROSPECT OF A NUMBER OF 

POTENTIALLY DE STABILIZING POLITICAL TRANSITIONS 
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THROUGHOUT THE REGION, BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY IN CHINA 

AND NORTH KOREA; 

-- ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA, NORTH KOREA'S RECENT 

AGREEMENT TO FREEZE AND THEN DISMANTLE ITS WORRISOME 

NUCLEAR FACILITIES IS EXTREMELY WELCOME NEWS, AND A 

VERY POSITIVE STEP BRINGING US CLOSER TO REAL 

STABILITY ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA. BUT WE ARE NOT 

THERE YET AND STABILITY WILL NOT BE IN SIGHT UNTIL THE 

AGREEMENT IS FULLY IMPLEMENTED, AND NORTH AND SOUTH 

KOREA RESOLVE A NUMBER OF OTHER OUTSTANDING ISSUES. 

NORTH KOREAN TROOPS STILL REMAIN FIRMLY ENTRENCHED 

ALONG THE DMZ; 

-- THE REGION ALSO MUST CONTEND WITH A HOST OF 

UNRESOLVED TERRITORIAL DISPUTES INCLUDING THE SIX-

WAY DISPUTE OVER THE SPRATLEYS AND CONCERNS ABOUT A 

REGIONAL ARMS RACE. 

THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE UNCERTAINTIES FACING 

THE REGION IN THE POST-COLD WAR ERA. AS ASIAN-PACIFIC 

POWERS, WE ALL HAVE A STAKE IN THEIR SUCCESSFUL 

RESOLUTION. BUT AMERICA'S STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT IN 

THE REGION, IN PARTICULAR, REMAINS VITAL IF WE ARE TO 

SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS. 
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OUR ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT WILL STILL BE ESSENTIAL 

NOT ONLY TO MEET OUR EXISTING SECURITY COMMITMENTS 

BUT ALSO TO MOBILIZE AD HOC INTERNATIONAL COALITIONS 

ON SECURITY AND OTHER ISSUES AS WE DID IN THE GULF 

WAR. THE U.S. DEFENSE DEPARTMENT WILL SHORTLY BE 

ISSUING A REPORT ON U.S. SECURITY STRATEGY IN EAST 

ASIA THAT WILL RECONFIRM OUR COMMITMENTS AND 

UNDERLINE OUR INTENTION TO MAINTAIN CURRENT FORCE 

LEVELS IN THE REGION. 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THAT IN ORDER FOR 

AMERICA TO PLAY A CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN ENSURING THE 

STABILITY OF EAST ASIA AS WE MOVE INTO THE NEXT 

CENTURY, WE MUST REMAIN FULLY ENGAGED IN THE REGION -­

ECONOMICALLY, POLITICALLY, AND STRATEGICALLY. HISTORY 

HAS SHOWN THAT WITHOUT SUCH ENGAGEMENT, WE RISK OF 

OUR OWN PEACE AND PROSPERITY. 

I BELIEVE THAT ALL NATIONS OF EAST ASIA WELCOME 

OUR STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT AND SEE IT AS A FORCE FOR 

PEACE AND STABILITY. MY COUNTRY FULLY INTENDS TO 

CONTINUE TO FULFILL THIS ROLE WHICH BOTH PROTECTS 

AMERICAN INTERESTS AND BENEFITS JAPAN AND THE REGION 

AS A WHOLE. WE WILL DO SO BY CONTINUING TO WORK 

CLOSELY WITH OUR ALLIES, PARTICULARLY JAPAN, TO 

UPHOLD AND STRENGTHEN THE EXISTING SECURITY 

FRAMEWORK IN EAST ASIA THAT HAS BEEN SO SUCCESSFUL 
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AND TO LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO BUILD ON THIS 

FRAMEWORK. 

OUR APPROACH WILL BE ONE OF UNDERSTANDING, 

RESPECT, AND PARTNERSHIP. WE MUST LISTEN AS WELL AS 

SPEAK. ABOVE ALL, WE MUST RECOGNIZE AND HONOR THE 

GROWING SELF-CONFIDENCE AND UNDERSTANDABLE PRIDE OF 

THE NATIONS OF THE REGION. ONLY BY FOLLOWING THIS 

COURSE WILL WE BE ABLE TO BUILD A LASTING FRAMEWORK 

FOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN EAST ASIA. 
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