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TOM DOMILON (ASSISTANT GECRETARY OF STATE, BUREAL OF FURLIC
AREFFAIRE) 2 Good morning. I'm Tom Donilon, assistant secreltary of
state for public affairs, and 1t is my greal pleasure today to
introduce to Lhis press conference, his first as the United States
ambassador to Japan, my good friend, Yice Fresident balter Mondale.
The vice president and 1 go back many years. We spent probably too !
many years on the road traveling around the United States of America
in former incarnabtions. '

inis administration, as most of you know who cover the State
Department, has placed the highest priority on relations with Asia.
The president’'s firset Lrip aoverseas as president was Lo Asia, to
Japan, and Forea earlier this year, where he also, 1in addition to
attending the G-7 summit in Tokyo, delivered two major addresses on
our economic relations with Asia at Jdapan and our security relations
with Asia at the Horean Mational Assembkxly.

Secretary of State Christopher has made three trips to Asia in
his first six months a&s secretary of state. And this 1s alsco
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underscored by the president's appointment of Vice Fresident Mondale
as ambassador to Japan. He is one of our foremost Americans and we ¢




think that his appointment underscores the importance that the United
States places on its relationship with Japan. There is no more
important bilateral relationship that the United States has. And it
gives me greal pleasure to introduce bhim to vou all today. 1'11 also
introduce Mrse. Mondale, Joan Mondale, who is & good and old friend of
mine who will be representing us as well in Japan. And 1Lt's my great
pleasure to introduce —-— what do we call you now?

AFMB. MONDALE: - (OFff mike.) deauvghter.)

MR. DOMILONZ (Laughing) That's what vou used to insist that 1
call you ail for the last 13 years!

AME. MONDALE:  Mr. fAmbassador.

PP DIORNILON: Ambassador Wallter Mondale, the nited States
ambassador to Japarn.

A, MONDALE:  Thank you very much, Tom, for that kind

ntroduction and for your personal presence here today. Tom and I were

in public and political life together for many years., He's now alt the
top of the Btate Department working closely with Secretary
Christopher, and it's nice to have him here. &nd he's one of the
finest talenltls I think I've seen 1in a long, long time. So thank you
very much, Tom.

He was Lhe chiet strategist in my campaign for '84, 1 handled
Minnesota and the District of Columbia. He handled the rest of the

country for me. {Laughter.)

MORE
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Earlier this morning. 1 took the ocath of office as our ambassador
to Japan. And next month, I will arrive in Tokyo to assume my duties
there. Both Joan and i are excited about this. We're enthusiastic
about this opportunity Lo live and work in that impressive country
with ner wonderful people, and we look forward to making many new
friends there. I am honored that 1 can serve the president of the
United States and the American people in this most important
diplomatic role.

We say 1t over and again, but [ think 1t bears repealing. fs the
president has said, there is no more important bilateral relalbionship
in the world tham that which exists between the United States and
Japan. We are strategic aliies and sssential political parties, and
our economic destinies are inseparable. While the overall stale of our
relationship 18 solid, there are. of course, tensions between us,

I particular, [ Lhink our most pressing need ab this Ltime 18 Lo
correct the imbalance in our econoamic relationship. This iz important
in its right. It is also important because constant trade friction
wealkens public suppoart in the United States and in Japan for oure
alliance and it thresltens our ability to cooperate on the broader
agenda.

Fortunately, in our nation, we are now beginning to take the
difficult and long-needed steps to solve our own economic problems.
The president has already shown that he is determined to reduce the
deficit and revitalize Lhe American scanomy., something that our
iriends in Japan and in Burope have been pleading with wus to do for
over 12 yvears; we're now doing 1t. With his leadership, [ believe we
may be at a historic turning point in the political and economic life
af our nation as we beqgin Lo pult our own domestic house in order.

In turn, we lock Lo Japan to address its own economic agends with
equal vigor, including help with praomoting economic global growth and
remaoving both formal and informal barriers to the {low of ooods,
services, and investment. UOn these issues, I believe we saw some
important and very positive commitments come oult of last month's G-7
summit and the bilateral economic framework that was agreed upon
there. 1 hope that we can build even further on the success of these
efforts.,

1 . believe Lhese developments reflect an emerging new
international reality in which many traditional priorities are being
reconsidered and institutional arrangements reshaped. Just as many
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other nations are changina with the end of the Cold War, so too are
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the United States and Japan.

MORE

LETX Rewt iZ: 47 08-1%

@ @ 2

¢ @ @

wid

O




3 )
aO743reutt
rode. BO-NEWSCONF-MONDALE OE-13 0472
BE-NEWSCONF-MUONDALE ZNDADD )
THE RELTER TRANSCRIFT REPORT NEWS CONF /MONDALE FABE & OB/13/93
et A
R
® ¥ x Japan.

During just these past last nine months, the voters in both of
our nations have elected new governments., In America we have a new
administration that was elected on Lhe promise of change, while in 1
dapan a new coalition government was formed in the past week with its
own themes of change. 1 am confident and optimistic that our two
governments will be able to cooperate znd work together.

In this gpirit, a5 ambassador [ will try to both advance the
interssets of the United States in our relationship with Jdapan and i
encourage cooperation on a broad renge of regional, bilateral, and
global 1ssues. { will also try to promote greater mutual undecstanding
betwsan the people and governments of our two countries,

Frecizsely because our two pations share @0 many interesis and
values 1n commoi, we cannot afford to leltl misunderstanding and
miscompunicat tons push us apart. My hope s that in the vears ahead
our relationship with Japan can move toward Lthe shared benefits and
responsibilities which befit our two greatl nations and owr leadership
in the world., A= yvou've heard me say before, if the United States and
dapan can work together —- and I kEnhow we can —— then practically every
proolem in the world will be bellier or at least will be easier to
hamdle, But 1f our relationship deteriorates, then every one of iLhese
problems will gesl worse or become that much harder or even impossible
Lo soive.

I will do my best to help ensure Lhal ouwur special partnership
with Japan conbinues to thrive, and 'm grateful to the president, the
Congress, and the American people for the support they have shown me
as I begin my responsibillities as ambassador. fs 1 said before, bolh
Joan and I really look forward to thie new assigrment.

I1'11 be glad to take gquestions.

ol Mr. Ambassador, 1 wvnderstand that you can't get into
personalities, but I'm asking about the process. To what extent do you
think the chanage, the weather change in Japanese politics was caused
or helped to cause by the emphasis in this administration for
transparency and Lhe spread of democracy?

AME. MONDALE: I — I don't know. The one thing that I've said
and I'd like to repeat here is that 1 think what we see in Japan is
further evidence that they are & mature, vibrant democracy. They have
had & major campaign with major issues. They have had a clash between
the political parties. They have talked deeply about reform and other
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matters, and they have come through this with & new government. They {




have —— they are now in place, and [ think this is evidence, 1t any
were needed, thalt the United Stales is dealing with a mature democracy
that can handle such matters and carry on.
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And I think that is to be strongly congratulated.
Gl Mavbe I can put 1t another way, and maybe you could answspr 3
it this way. Do you thank the change in Japarn would have happened in
this way and as suon if there had not been a change in administrations
in this country? }

ARME. MONDALE: I believe ithal what happened in dapan is
essentially a Japanese phenomenon responding to Japanese lssues. e 4
read each other's newspapers and watch each obther's tftelevision, to b=
sure, Sa, there may be some overlap. I am not in a position Lo judge
that. EBut I think bthat fundamentally this is something that ococurred i
within the political life of Jdapan.

ol Earlier, you supported some pretty tough legislaltive steps i
to deal with the trade imbalance, steps thal some pecple cal led
protectionist. Do any of Lhose seem relevant today?

AME. FIONDAILLE: I don't think I've ever besn a protectionist. 1've
always been for opening wup the trading system and I feel that way
today. | think one of the greast dangers down the road would be s world
which breaks —— disintegrates into beggar—-thy—-neighbor trading blocs.
Histoery teachess us some pretlty scary lessons about what happens. When
we open up our markelts, when we &llow pur capital flows to {low
efficiently, when investors can invest direcltly in ancother naticn and
the general rules of openmess are complied with, 1 think it produces
wealth 1n all nations and 1t produces growbh, produces jobs, produces
interdependence, and it produces peace. That is my objecltive. That is
the president's ocbjective, which 1'11 be supporting.

Mow., you covered me in that campaign, and there was a phenomenon
there that some people forget, but we had become what some scholars
cxiled a bicoastal economy. And what had happened was Lthalt the massive
deficits produced under the economic policies of the early '80s had
the effect, without going into the reasons, of driving up the valus of
the dollar by S0 or &0 or 70 percent against bthe currencies of our
major trading partners, inciluding Japan. And we went {from almost &
18-—-year continuous trade surplus in the United States, current sccount
surplus, into a dramatic dive. And basic industry was being literally
cut down like a swath across this nation.

MORE ()
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For the first time, American agriculture exporls actually went into
deficit —— an anheard of phenomenon.

Aand Lhe big argument I made in thal campalign is thal we had to
gel our own deficit, fiscally irresponsible policies,under control so
that the dollar couwld reach a more realistic level so we could begin
to compele again on & sound economic basis. That was the thrust., énd
Ltime and Ltime -—— 1 don't think I was able Lo explain i1t to the
Fmerican people.

But I think we now know that the cost of those policies, -which
our friends in Europe and Jdapan repeatedly pleaded with us to change,
Fad & devastaling impact upon Lhe compelitive posture of American
business. We're just getting over it now. And that was the fundamental
thrust., That's why I came owt for a Ltay increase in 1984 and why I
macie Lhe center of oy campaign the reduction of Lhe American deficit,
because [ saw it as a perilous policy thabt would undermine America's
capaciltly to trade and Lo lead in the world.

B oo is Lhere no longer any role for such things as domestic
content -

“ME . MONDSLE: I Lhink that Lthe current legislative stalure of
the American laws are preltiy good.

& Mr. Ambassador®
BMB. MONDALE: Yeah, okay., 1'm sorry.

i Mr. Ambassador, following up on that, as vou know, Lheres
has been some fluctuation in the dollar and the ven just recently.
What &re your thoughts on that™ '

AME. MONDALE: | don't have any thoughts on it. I've been told by
the secretary of treasury 1 don't know anyithing about it. (Laughter.)

Gl But seriously, &s you mentioned, it is a seriouvs issue,
though.
AME. MONDALE: But 1 —— this is not my department.
(I Ambassador, as you take on this job, you don't speak the
language -——
<ETX
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AME. MONDALE: That's right.



G == yoau have no specific edpertise in Japanese life or
culture, you are not & career diplomat. You have several strikes
against you. How are you going to be a success at this job?
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{(Resend to correct name spelling)
MM ox job?

AMB. MONDALE:  Yeah. I think some of ocur -— I wouldn't say I'm in
their class, but I think some of our very best ambassadors like Mike
Mansfield came {from the same background: they were political leaders
in our nation. And they were nobt ——- while he was nol a Japanese
scholar, he had spent much of his lif2 being concerned about our
relationship with Japan and the rest of Lhe world.

I am — 1 have been a political leader in this country. 1 dors't
go as Japan speclalisi, but I've spenlt & lot of my lite being
interested in US~dapanese relations - as & senator, as a vice
president, as a candidate for president, and later in private life. |
feel very strong. This is —— this is Lhe job 1 wanted bscause I
thought this is where America's - a preeminent interest of America is
to be found: in improved US-dapanese relations,

is

I will be stalied with iégtaff of superb Jdapanese speclalists.
The -— our embassy 1n Japan #m considered one of the {inest in Lthe
worid. Rust Deming will be my depuly chief of mission. He's here. He's
an old handy, tluwent, edpert specialist, and 1've gobl that kind of
backing.

I think thal & lot of the US—dagpan policy reguires work across
the board, across ~— across the —- lel's say acrose the Pacific,
working with our leaders here in Washington and in Congress as well as
warking with their leaders there. This 1s & political assignment, a
policy assignment, and I've worked with both all my life.

& During the '84 campalign, you were -—— you were quoted as
saying in reference to the closed nature of the Japanese market Lhat
if you ~—- if wyou try to sell an American car in Jdapan, you've gobl Lo

take the United States Army with you when yow land at the dock, and
further that the United States 1s producing many various products, and
the Japanese don't seem to buy them. What my guestion is, has your
perception of the Japanese market or the nature of 1t changed since
then?

A, MONDALE: Well, as you know, this 1s the purpose for the
frameworik agreement that was reached in Tokyo in July, and one of the
elements in it dexls with awtos and auto parts, and it sets up =&
basket for the negeotiation of pregress. This is an agreement in which
the Japanese government itself agreed Lthat more openness was required,
that _more stimulation of the economy was required, that the — in
effect, that the present imbalance was unsustainable.

~ETX

NEWS CONF /MONDALE FAGE 12 0B/135/93
. 5TX

e



5oy nowy, these —— this 1s & long time since thalt campaign, and
vou'd have to put it in the context of what 1 was saying then and Lhe
very severe trade problems we were having around Lthe world at that
time. But [ think that one of the hopeful things about 1993 is that
both governments in solemn agreement identified the problem and set in
place & process of warking not just on avtos, but across the board.

] I — {inaudible) —— two things thalt yvou already said about
what (happened with -?) the G-7 and all that. Do you have any other -—-—
coming down from the generalities to the specifics — any other piece

of legislation or initiatives that you have in mind that youw'lil be
looking at for furthering relations?

MRE
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AME. MONDALE: Yeah., one of the things that 1 brought up in my
testimony —— and I'm glad you asked the guestion because 1'd like to
repeat 1t —-— Lthere's ancther big imbalance and that's in students.
There's about 40,000 Japanese students in the United States at any
time, and we're glad to have Lthem. 1 wish there were more. There's
onily about 1,300 American students in Japan. There are several groups
working on it —— the Fulbright &sscociation and some. But Lthat is,
nevertheless, the case. And ['m going to try to worlk with anybody who
will work with me Lo Lry to increase the number of fAmerican students
attending schoei in Japan, I think Lthis buman contact is Lhe most
important thing we do. Thal's where we really go beyond the coid
structure of geostrategic politics Lo the human level. &nd that's —— 1
fesel very strongly.

But there are & lobt of olher Lhings we need to do. be neesd 1o
cantinue to work on the US-Japan strategic and political relationship.
The president, in his address both in Tokyo and in Seoul, was very
clear to reassert America's commitment to ouwr treaties there and Lo
the nuclear umbrellas and to & vigorous cooperabtive relationship
petween their forces and ours. As you know, there are - while the
Cold War is over, there 1z still plenty of reason why the US and Japan
must work together in that way.

And the other thing 12 we're btrying to broaden the focus from —-
the bilateral relationship is the key, the core. the basis, bul we're
Lryving to broaden the focus Lo dnclude a more vigorouws approach to
regional mutual concerns and to concerns that cross the whole Asian
Facific region throuwgh &PEC. So I1'11 be working on all those matlers
while I'm there, and others we didn't discuss.

B Would vou lilke to see Jdapanese troops in UN peacekeeping
operations? '

AME. MONDALE: We favor bthe use of Japanese peacebkeeping forces,
We applauwd their presence in Cambodia where they perform there under &
Japanese commander. And at least up until this point. it looks ilike
it's been more successful than people would have expected. They also
have some Ltroops in Mozambique; they went some there. Now. under
Japanese law, as I understand it, Japanese troops cannot be put in
locations where combat is likely. So that —— we'll have Lo live with
that and I think we accept that. What we want and what we support 1s a
pattern of the kind that I've just described.

(B Mr. Ambhassador, just on a personal note, I wonder 1f you've
had a chance to read the novel, Rising Sun, or see the movie, and what
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bazed on the popularity of this book.

AME. MONDALE: 1I've not read it. I —— one of things I'm going to
try Lo do is to emphasize the common —— our common situation as fellow
human beings and the need to constantly expand and improve the respect
wiz have for each other. To do otherwise is, I think, si1lly and
dangercous.

In many respects we are similar. We are both strong democracies.
We both have unbelievably productive people and economies. Me are
signators to & common mutual security trealy. We cooperate with sach
ather all over the world, in the World Bank. 1in the United Nations and
all kinds of regional organizations. We have businesses goling back and
forth that cooperate with each other with hundreds of thousands of
contacts a day. We have students Lhat work together., we have scholars
that work together, we have artists that work Logelher. When American
cultural institutions come over, the orchestras and the rest. they get
enarmous crowds pesponding, and the same in our direction. @And I want
to keep building on this profound human relationship Lthat is so
imporiant to all of us. .

G i & long-time advocalte of the non—proliferation of nuclear
weapons. How do you se2 the current dapanese program for plutoniwm
fugl -—-—

FAMEL. MONDELE: "1l tell you, 1'm - I want to hold soms answers
till I get over there and get on the ground and have a chance to talk
wilh the new government, until 1 have a chance to go through some of
the detalls of issuwes like thatl.

ie
We beiiﬁié in the Nuclear Non-Froliferation Treaty. We hope that
the signators on 1t now will extend their support of the treaty. We
hope that North Forea will rejoin the regime and agree on inspections.
As you knowe the president has agreed Lo cease the testing of nuclear
wespons and is trying to make ceriain that we are seen in the world as
a responsible performer within the meaning of that treaty, to improve
our moral authority when we ask others Lo trust that regime.

MORE
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We have —— the Jdapanese have been long-standing supporters of ithe so-—
called "~ "three nos'' policy, to not use or deploy or produce weapons.
I think that is still very strongly the policy in Japan. The Jdapanese,
moare than any other people on earth, have reason to know the
seriousness of this issue. Bubt to go beyond that now, 1 think I need
Lo wart t1ll I get there.

Ve

] The new dapanese Frime Minister Hosokawa is g —-
(inaudible) - but still what he thinks on many differenl ilssues,
including foreign policy, is kind of blurred, nol clear. Bubt you had a
very iamous phrase back i '84 to Mr. Hart, "'Where's the beef?'!

A . MONDALE tLauaghs. )

# Dy owow tivink Lhat can be applied to Mr. Hosokawa again™

@B, MONMDALE:  No. (Laughier.) You knaw, we have a new
goavermnment in Japan. They are now in bthe process of developing their
policies. They have not started yel the diplomatic contacts. I read

where he's thinking of going Lo the United Nations session perhaps in
late September, which would be his first visit overseas as prime
minister. He will undoubltedly be meeling with lots of leaders if he
comes over. And I think you'wve got to give & new government a decent
interval Lo develop and fesel out their policies. As a matier of fact,
I think 1t's in everyone's interests thel tLthey don't panic and try to
gelt every iseue announced overnight. They should take the time they
need to fteel sure about the new policies. And we certainly should
accord them ithat.

i What role do you see yvourself playing in the framswork
trade taivse as the ambassador? Closely involved or ——
Bo Cutter

FME. MOMDALE: Yes and no. The siAfAucture for the actual
negoliations 1s 1n place, the specia) Lrade representative, the
presidential economic couwncilor —— (inauwdible) -—— and so on. 1 think
you're familiar with that. My role, as I understand it, is to advise
and consult with them, to send them reports on how I think things are
going. I know every one of them. They're old friends of mine. I intend
to be involved with them in & very strong and vigorous way. But the
actual negotiations of these matters will be conducted by that
structure.
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AME. MONDARLE: I anticipated some of bLhese questions. I really
viant Lo get on the ground over there and I want to have & chance to
talk with the leadership of your mpew government before 1 try to answer 3
questions like that.

g0 back- tv somethin
& Couled I just X~ {inawdiblel=- on the United Mations? How 7

sgon would you expect Lo see Japan become a permanent member of tLhe
security Council?

aME.  MONDALE: I don't Lthink that you can say yet. I know that
we e strongly for it. The preliminary dilscussions are underway. I
went Lo the UM snd spent a day looking into this issue, and 1 talked 4 |
to our permanent delegate and I also talked to Lhe Jdapanesse ambassador
there. We are firmly committed to it, bubt I couldn't give yvou a time

when it's likely to occur. I think that that would be unwise at this 3
podnt.
Gl Well, would the S50th anniversary of the signing of the UN A

Charter be & leogical ——

AME . MONDALE: I would rather not speculate becsuse 1 just don't
bnow. I tried to get an answer when [ was up there, but I had the
feeling that what are going on are early discussions about these
matters. There's nol a time cerltain or a formula or, you Encw, a
target date in place vebt, &nd I'd just as soon not speculaits about
that.

I'1l take one more question.

o o yvou see any role for the lnited Btates as acting as a
broker betwesn Russia and Japan on the northern territories?

AME. MONGALE : I think we can be helpful, but 1 don't think we
arg going to bs an antermediary or an arbilitrator. | don't think either
country wants us to perform in Lhat way. #As you know, we support the
Japanese claim for soverelignty over those isiands, but we also want
the Japanese and Russian relationship to move forward. And as you
kinow, Japan has been guite forthcoming, despite this dispute. in
supporting vus in aid levels for Russia. So, this is one of Lhe issues }
I'1l be working an, but my understanding i1s that neither country wants
us nor do we want to get into a position of being the mediator and the
arbitrator.

Thank you very much, and we look forward Lo Lthis new assignment.
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