
AMBASSADOR'S REMARKS 
BEFORE THE U.S. DELEGATION 

(OFFICER'S CLUB, KADENA AFB, MARCH 13, 1995) 
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THANK YOU, GENERAL FULFORD, FOR THAT KIND 

INTRODUCTION. I AM HONORED TO HAVE BEEN ASKED 

TO OFFER SOME REMARKS BEFORE THIS AUDIENCE. 

GENERAL AND MRS. MUNDY, ADMIRAL AND MRS. 

MACKE, GENERAL AND MRS. KRULAK, GENERAL MYERS 

AND MRS. MEYERS, ADMIRAL CLEMENS, GENERAL 

FULFORD AND MRS. FULFORD. THIS IS AN IMPRESSIVE 

GATHERING THAT I BELIEVE DOES FULL JUSTICE TO 

THE EVENTS THAT ~VE WILL SOON BE COMMEMORATING. 

TOMORROW MORNING WE WILL HEAD TOWARD THE 

LITTLE ISLAND OF IWO JIMA TO COMMEMORATE WHAT 

MAY HAVE BEEN THE FIERCEST BATTLE IN THE 

HISTORY OF WARFARE. V'lE WILL 6A"F)tEft TOGEJHER 

WITH SURVIVING VETERANS OF THAI, HORRIBLE 

S~E. IT IS A REMARKABLE IRONY OF THE . 

WORLD'S GREATEST WAR--A STRUGGLE THAT 

SPANNED THE GLOBE--THAT FOR AMERICANS IT IS THE 

PICTURE OF THE AMERICAN FLAG BEING RAISED ON 

MT. SURABACHI, ON THAT MINUSCULE AND TRAGIC 

SPIT OF LAND, THAT REMAINS ABOVE ALL IN OUR 

NATION'S MEMORY. 
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WE WILL GATHER TOGETHER WITH SURVIVING 

AMERICAN AND JAPANESE VETERANS OF THAT 

BATTLE. IT WILL BE THEIR DAY. A DAY TO REMEMBER 

THE BLOODSHED AND CARNAGE. A DAY TO REMEMBER 

FALLEN BUDDIES, AND A DAY TO PONDER WHAT SENSE 

CAN BE MADE OF IT ALL AFTER THESE FIFTY LONG 

YEARS SINCE THE LAST GUN FELL SILENT. 

IN LINCOLN'S MAGNIFICENT GETTYSBURG 

ADDRESS, UNQUESTIONABLY THE BEST REMEMBERED 

SPEECH IN AMERICAN HISTORY, HE STOOD ON SOIL 

FRESHLY SOAKED IN BLOOD AND PRAYED THAT THOSE 

WHO GAVE THEIR LAST FULL MEASURE OF DEVOTION 

SHOULD NOT HAVE DIED IN VAIN. ALTHOUGH HE SPOKE 

OF A DIFFERENT WAR AT A DIFFERENT TIME, THANK 

GOD THAT WE CAN MEET TOMORROW IN PEACE-­

JAPANESE AND AMERICAN TOGETHER-- AND SAY 

THAT FROM THAT TRAGEDY OUR TWO NATIONS HAVE 

FOUND COMMON GROUND AND WE ARE NOW JOINED 

TOGETHER TO BUILD A PROSPEROUS, PEACEFUL AND 

DEMOCRATIC WORLD. 

OUR ALLIANCE IS ONE OF THE GREAT SUCCESS 

STORIES OF THIS CENTURY, OR OF ANY CENTURY. 

TOGETHER WE HAVE CONVERTED THE PACIFIC OCEAN 

FROM A VAST EXPANSE OF BLOOD AND CARNAGE INTO 
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THE WORLD'S MOST IMPORTANT AVENUE OF 

COMMERCE. THANKS TO OUR PARTNERSHIP, THE 

ASIA-PACIFIC REGION IS THE MOST PROSPEROUS AND 

ONE OF THE MOST STABLE AREAS ON EARTH. 

OUR ALLIANCE CONTRIBUTED IMPORTANTLY TO 

THE SUCCESSFUL END OF YET ANOTHER GREAT 

STRUGGLE--THE COLD WAR--IN WHICH, AGAIN, 

LIBERTY AND DEMOCRACY PREVAILED. OUR 

ALLIANCE, OUR ECONOMIC SUCCESS TOGETHER, 

HELPED BRING ABOUT THE COLLAPSE OF COMMUNISM 

AND AN END TO THE THREAT OF GLOBAL NUCLEAR 

ANNIHILATION. 

AS WE COMMEMORATE THE EVENTS OF A HALF 

CENTURY AGO, WE MUST ALSO REMEMBER THAT THE 

SUCCESS OF OUR ALLIANCE OVER THESE LAST YEARS 

HAS NOT MADE IT ANY LESS NECESSARY FOR THE 

FUTURE. THE PEACE AND PROSPERITY OF OUR TWO 

NATIONS AND OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION 

CONTINUE TO DEPEND ON OUR ALLIANCE AND UPON 

OUR CONTINUED COOPERATION. 

SO WHILE WE RIGHTLY HONOR THE VETERANS OF 

THE BATTLE OF IWO JIMA TOMORROW, AS WE 

REMEMBER AND HONOR THE DEAD, I WANT YOU TO 

KNOW THAT WE WILL ALSO BEING HONORING THE 
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REMARKABLE AMERICANS IN UNIFORM TODAY WHO 

SERVE THE GREAT CAUSE OF AMERICAN LIBERTY AND 

DECENCY AS MUCH TODAY AS DID THOSE WHO 

STRUGGLED SO VALIANTLY FOR THE VICTORY OF 

HUMANKIND THOSE MANY YEARS AGO. 

yoo ~..u=;- U- w1~ ~ 
IT IS A WONDERFUL THING TO BE AN AMERICAN! 
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