
MINNESOTA MEETING SPEECH 

AUGUST 29, 1996 

MINNEAPOLIS MARRIOTT CITY CENTER 

THANKS FOR YOUR KIND INTRODUCTION AND 

THANKS FOR HAVING ME HERE AGAIN TODAY. 

JOAN AND I FIND OUR JOB IN JAPAN 

C ALLENGING AND EXCITING. ~H~PROVEN TO BE 

T E PE~CT JOB FOR US AT THlyPOINT IN OUR 

ARe.ER~ N R HAVING LI BROAD BEFORE 

AND BEING T SED IN THE MIDDLE OF JAPANIS VERY 

DIFFERENT CULTURE, AND LIVING AT THE CENTER 

THE US-JAPAN RELATIONSHI , WE HAVE FOUND 

OURSE STANTLY PRESSING TO UNDERSTAND 

AND RESPOND TO JAPANIS UNIQUE SOCIETY. YOU 

WILL NOT BE SURPRISED TO LEARN THAT JOAN HAS 

MET,~IBVE; EVERY ARTIST AND POTTER IN JAPAN. 

I ~E SHE IS NOW STARTING AROUND FOR THE 

SECOND TIME. 

liD LIKE TO MAKE A FEW POINTS AND THEN 

RESPOND TO YOUR QUESTIONS. 

THE FIRST POINT IS ABOUT MINNESOTA AND 

EAST ASIA. IN OUR PART OF THE COUNTRY, IT IS 

PERFECTLY POSSIBLE TO LIVE OUT OUR LIVES 
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WITHOUT SPEAKING ANOTHER LANGUAGE AND 

WITHOUT ANY SIGNIFICANT EXPOSURE TO OTHERS. 

WE CAN BE LARGELY INSULATED FROM THINKING 

ABOUT OTHERS AND ABOUT WHERE WE FIT IN THE 
...-r-b'V\j ~-. 

WORLD. Ta LEAR~~ ABOUT OTHERS AND TO BE 

CONCERNED-A"BOU I WHA I WE SIIOULD BE DoiNG 

~~~rv~~ORT.r 
THIS IS ESPECIALLY THE CASE WHEN WE LOOK 

AT THE NEW ASIA. ~ICANS IN THIS PART OF THE 

COUNTRY, MOST OF US BEING FROM EUROPEAN STOCK, 

TEND TO BE EURO CENTE~E~ I~ A.,!!§NOT 

CAREFUL, WE WILL MISS THE INCREDIBLE CHANGES 

OCCURRING IN ASIA AND FAIL TO SEE THE ENORMOUS 

STAKE WE HAVE IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD. ASIA 

IS NOW THE FASTEST GROWING AREA IN THE WORLD. 

WE DO MORE TRADE WITH THE ASIAN PACIFIC REGION 

THAN WITH EUROPE AND IN A FEW YEARS OUR TRADE 

WITH THAT AREA WILL BE DOUBLE THAT WITH EUROPE. 

JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES ARE THE TWO MOST 

IMPRESSIVE ECONOMIES IN THE WORLD. TOGETHER - CJ') +-Ju..;~~ 
WE PRODUCE 400/0 OF THE WORLDS GOODS. JAPAN IS 

AMERICA'S LARGEST AGRICULTURAL MARKET AND 

THAT WILL CONTINUE TO GROW. MINNESOTA 

BUSINESSES ARE VERY MUCH INVOLVED THERE: 

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, 3M, HONEYWELL, MEDTRONICS, 

ST. JUDE, CARGILL, SUPER VALU, ANDERSON AND 
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MARVIN WINDOWS, AND A BROAD RANGE OF OTHER 

MINNESOTA COMPANIES ARE FOUND THERE. MANY OF 

THEM ARE DOING VERY WELL. 

~LSC 
We. 'HAVE AN ENORMOUS STAKE IN THE 

1\ 
STABILITY OF THAT HISTORICALLY UNSTABLE PART 

OF THE WORLD. THE THREE MAJOR WARS IN MY 

LIFETIME ALL STARTED THERE. WHILE THE COLD WAR 

IS OVER IN EUROPE, VESTIGES OF IT STILL REMAIN IN 

ASIA. WE HAVE A LARGE U.S. MILITARY PRESENCE IN 

JAPAN AND KOREA WITH TREATY RESPONSIBILITIES. 

THAT REGION, LACKING A PEACEKEEPING STRUCTURE 

LIKE NATO, HEAVILY DEPENDS ON THE U.S. PRESENCE 

TO SUSTAIN THE PEACE. THE LARGEST MASSING OF 

HOSTILE FORCES IN THE WORLD IS FOUND ON THE 

NORTH AND SOUTH KOREAN BORDER. THEIR NEWLY 

WEALTHY REGION IS THREATENED BY GROWING ARMS 

EXPENDITURES, BY THE PRODUCTION OF WEAPONS OF 

MASS DESTRUCTION, AND THE RISK OF NUCLEAR 

PROLIFERATION. A GROWING DEPENDENCY UPON 

IMPORTED ENERGY DRIVEN BY SOARING ENERGY USE, 

IS TRIGGERING COMPETING CLAIMS OVER TERRITORY 

THOUGHT TO CONTAIN ENERGY SUPPLIES AND 

GROWING INTEREST IN ASSURED ACCESS TO THE HIGH 

SEAS. THE TASK OF ENCOURAGING ASIA TO 

PEACEFULLY SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS AND TO REFRAIN 

3 



FROM USING ARMS TO SOLVE THEM, MUST CONTINUE 

TO BE A MAJOR GOAL OF OUR NATIONAL POLICY. 

WITH THEIR NEW AND GROWING WEALTH, 

JAPAN AND THE OTHER PLAYERS IN THE REGION LIKE 

CHINA, KOREA, AND THE ASEAN COUNTRIES WILL BE 

INCREASINGLY INFLUENTIAL IN THE WORLD. THEY 

WILL BE HEARD 0 ISSUES OF ECONO 

DEVELOPMENT, E IRONM L TH, SCIENCE, AND 

GENERAL POLITIC L ISS . THE WORLD MUST MAKE 

ROOM FOR THEM AND BE PREPARED TO LISTEN MUCH 

MORE CAREFULLY TO WHAT THEY ARE SAYING. 

OUR NATION CANNOT ESCAPE INVOLVEMENT 

IN THE REGION OR ISOLATE ITSELF FROM THE 

CONSEQUENCES OF DEVELOPMENTS THERE. 

MOREOVER, AND WE SOMETIMES, FORGET THIS, 

AMERICA IS A PACIFIC POWER. OUR NATION BORDERS 

ON THE PACIFIC, HAWAII SITS IN THE MIDDLE OF IT, 

AND OUR FELLOW AMERICANS ARE FOUND 

THROUGHOUT THE REGION IN GUAM, SAMOA, AND 

MIDWAY ISLAND. 

OUR VIEW OF ASIA AND JAPAN SHOULD NOT 

BE CAST SOLELY IN TERMS OF RISKS; WE MUST ALSO 

SEE THE INCREDIBLE POTENTIAL TO FLOW FROM A 

VIGOROUS AND THOUGHTFUL AMERICAN PRESENCE 
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THERE. AMERIC OFFERS MUCH TO ASIA. WE ARE 

THEIR LARGEST. MARKET, THEIR MAJOR SOURCE OF 

SECURITY STABILITY AND MORE OF THEIR YOUNG 

ATTEND AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 

THAN DO THE STUDENTS OF ANY OTHER PART OF THE 

WORLD. AMERICA REMAINS THE WORLD1S PREEMINENT 

SOURCE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. OUR 

BUSINESSES PACE THE WORLD IN PRODUCTIVITY AND 

INNOVATION. AMERICAN CULTURAL INFLUENCE IS 

PROFOUND WHILE OFTEN CONTROVERSIAL. AMERICA 

IS SEEN AS THE WORLD1S LEADER ON ISSUES LIKE 

HUMAN RIGHTS, NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION, ANTI­

TERRORISM, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, HEALTH, 

AND BUSINESS ETHICS. WHILE OUR LEADERSHIP IS 

SOMETIMES CRITICIZED, MORE THAN IS GENERALLY 

REALIZED, ASIA AND THE WORLD DEPENDS UPON 

AMERICA FOR LEADERSHIP AND DIRECTION. I BELIEVE 

THAT AMERICA IS ADMIRED AND ENJOYS ENORMOUS 

MORAL AUTHORITY. I MUST QUICKLY ADD THAT OUR 

LEADERSHIP MUST NEVERTHELESS BE CHARACTERIZED 

BY A DECENT RESPECT FOR OTHERS AND FOR THE 

STRENGTHS THAT THEY TOO BRING TO THE HOPE FOR 

HUMAN ADVANCEMENT. 

WITH ASIAN AND JAPANESE SUPPORT, OUR 

ABILITY TO SHAPE THE COURSE OF WORLD 

DEVELOPMENTS IS GREATLY ENHANCED;~UT IT, 
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WE WILL BE CONFRONTED 

~ NOT EVEN THE 

~E, OR, HAND 

RESPECT FROM TH GION IS ON OF THE MAJOR -------7 ~ 
HOPES FOR TH TRO BLED WOR~ A AN POLICY 

MUST CONSTANTLY ENGAGE ASIAN LEADERSHIP 

ACROSS THE ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF HUMAN ENDEAVOR. 

Kf~ d1 
NONE OF THIS IS EASY. 's EXPENSIVE. WE 

NEED PEOPLE WHO SPEAK THEIR OFTEN DIFFICULT 

LANGUAGES, WE MUST UNDERSTAND AND RESPECT 

THEIR VERY DIFFERENT HISTORIES AND CULTURES. 

MANY OF THESE NATIONS, NOT INCLUDING JAPAN, 

STILL HAVE AUTHORITARIAN SYSTEMS OF 

GOVERNMENT. HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES ARE FOUND IN 

MANY OF THEM. THEIR RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL 

FOUNDATIONS ARE MUCH DIFFERENT FROM OURS AND 

DIFFER BETWEEN THE NATIONS OF ASIA. THEIR 

GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEMS, AND METHODS OF DECISION 

MAKING, OFTEN DIFFER GREATLY FROM OURS. ASIA IS 

JUST BEGINNING TO DEVELOP INSTITUTIONS FOR 

REGIONAL UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION, LIKE 

THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH EAST ASIAN NATIONS, 

AND THE ASIA PACIFIC ECONOMIC CONFERENCE, AND 

THE ASEAN REGIONAL SECURITY FORUM. THEY HAVE 

NO REGIONAL SECURITY INSTITUTION AND PROBABLY 

WONT HAVE ONE FOR MANY YEARS. MANY OF THESE 
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NATIONS, WHICH ENJOY LARGELY UNRESTRICTED 

ACCESS TO OUR OPEN MARKETS, PURSUE 

MERCANTILIST AND PROTECTIONISTS POLICIES THAT 

BLOCK AN EQUIVALENT ACCESS TO OUR EXPORTS AND 

DIRECT INVESTMENT INTO THEIR MARKETS. LIKE US, 

THEY TOO ARE VERY PROUD AND BELIEVE IN 

THEMSELVES. WITH THEIR NEW WEALTH AND GROWING 

CONFIDENCE, NATIONAL EGOS COULD DRIVE SHARPLY 

RISING MILITARY BUDGETS AND DANGEROUS AND DE­

STABILIZING CLAIMS AGAINST OTHERS. 

PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL, WHAT 

WE DO WITH THEM WILL BE LARGELY COLORED BY 

WHAT WE DO AT HOME. I BELIEVE THAT OUR 

GREATEST GIFT TO THE WORLD IS AMERICA'S 

COMMITMENT TO HUMAN LIBERTY AND TO THE 

INDIVIDUAL AND HIS RIGHTS. WE MUST LEAD BY OUR 

EXAMPLE. WE CHERISH THE INDIVIDUAL AND HIS OR 

HER CAPACITY TO GROW, TO CREATE, TO LEARN, AND 

TO BE HEARD IN OUR POLITICS AND ACROSS OUR 

SOCIETY. WE PROTECT THAT CHERISHED GOAL IN OUR 

CONSTITUTION, IN OUR LAWS, AND IN EVERYTHING WE 

DO: IT IS THE ESSENCE OF AMERICA. THE STRENGTH 

OF OUR MORAL AUTHORITY ABROAD WILL FLOW NOT 

FROM OUR SERMONS BUT FROM THE EXAMPLE WE SET 

BY OUR OWN BEHAVIOR AT HOME. 
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ASIANS ARE ALWAYS WEIGHING OUR 

INDIVIDUALISM AGAINST THEIR MUCH MORE GROUP 

ORIENTED SYSTEMS. CONFUCIANISM, STILL BASIC TO 

MUCH OF ASIA, EMPHASIZES GROUP HARMONY AND 

HIERARCHY: ~ST IMPORTANT~THE OBLIGATION OF 

THE GOVERNED TO THE GOVERNORS, OF THE EMPLOYEE 

TO THE EMPLOYER, OF THE WIFE TO THE HUSBAND, OF 

THE CHILDREN TO THE FATHER, AND OF EVERYONE TO 

THE GROUP. WITH THE GROWTH OF THE MIDDLE CLASS, 

THERE IS RISING TREND TOWARD DEMOCRACY WITH AN 

ASIAN FACE, BUT THERE REMAINS A VERY STRONG 

BELIEF IN MANY OF THESE COUNTRIES THAT THEIR 

SOCIETIES REQUIRE AUTHORITARIAN RESTRAINTS. 

THEY LOOK AT VIOLENCE IN AMERICA, AT THE 

WANTON USE OF GUNS HERE, AND ARGUE THAT OUR 

EMPHASIS ON THE INDIVIDUAL REALLY MEANS 

PERSONAL LICENSE AT THE EXPENSE OF SOCIETY. 

THAT REMAINS THE TYRANT'S BEST CASE. MANY 

JAPANESE STUDENTS HAVE BEEN KILLED IN AMERICA. 

RECENTLY A TOP JAPANESE DOCTOR IN CALIFORNIA, 

AND HIS THIRTEEN YEAR OLD DAUGHTER, WERE 

GUNNED DOWN OUTSIDE THEIR HOME. SUCH THINGS 

ARE BEYOND BELIEF IN JAPAN WHERE GUNS ARE 

CAREFULLY REGULATED AND WHERE PEOPLE FREELY 

WALK THE STREETS. I HAVE MET WITH THE SAD 

PARENTS OF YOUNG JAPANESE STUDENTS WHO WENT 

TO AMERICA WITH LOVE IN THEIR HEARTS BUT WHO 
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WERE KILLED DESPITE THEIR INNOCENCE. ALL I COULD 

DO WAS APOLOGIZE, BUT WITH EACH NEW EXAMPLE OF 

VIOLENCE, APOLOGIES LOSE THEIR MEANING. FAILURE 

TO DEAL WITH VIOLENCE IN AMERICA, FAILURE TO 

RESTRAIN THE USE OF GUNS AS WEAPONS OF WANTON 

BLOODSHED, IS NO LONGER JUST A DOMESTIC ISSUE; IT 

IS COSTING UP TERRIBLY, IT SHATTERS OUR MORAL 

AUTHORITY, AND IT ARMS THE ADVOCATES OF 

AUTHORITARIANISM WITH THEIR STRONGEST CASE 

FOR OPPRESSION AT HOME. WE MUST STOP IT, FOR 

OURSELVES, BUT ALSO FOR MANKIND. 

ANOTHER AMERICAN ROBLEM WHICH IS USED 

TO CRITICIZE THE AMERICAN XAMPLE, IS THE PLIGHT 

01= THE POOR IN AMERICA. I JAPAN, GREAT CARE IS 

TAKEN TO PROVIDE MOST EERY MALE WITH A JOB. 

THOUSANDS OF JOBS EXIST BECAUSE OF THIS POLICY. 

COMPANIES MAINTAIN THE MPLOYMENT OF GREAT 

NUMBERS (THEY ARE CALL D WIDOW WATCHERS) WHO 

ARE UNNEEDED BUT ARE N VERTHELESS RETAINED IN 

EMPLOYMENT. THEIR PUBL C WORKS PROGRAMS ARE 

MUCH LARGER THAN OURS PER CAPITA. THE 

PROTECTION OF SMALL BU IN ESSES, OF 

CONSTRUCTION, AND IN A OST OF OTHER SECTORS, 

ARE DESIGNED TO ASSUR FULL MALE EMPLOYMENT. 

THE GAP BETWEEN THE W AL THY AND THE REST OF 

JAPAN IS MUCH LESS TH THEY SAY THAT 
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DIGNITY AND SOCIAL HARMONY REQ RE IT. WE 

OFTEN HEAR, IN RESPONSE TO OUR LEAS FOR HUMAN 

RIGHTS, THAT THE MOST IMPORTA T HUMAN RIGHT IS 

THE PROVISION OF JOBS AND TH MATERIAL 

ESSENTIALS OF LIFE: FOOD, H SING AND HEALTH. 

AUTHORITARIANS ARGUE THA OUR "EXCESSIVE" 

PREOCCUPATION WITH INDIVI UALISM PERMITS FAR 

TOO MANY OF OUR CITIZENS 0 FALL BETWEEN THE 

CRACKS. I BELIEVE THAT HE DYNAMIC AMERICAN 

ECONOMY IS DOING BETTE FOR MOST AMERICANS 

THAN IS GENERALLY SUP OSED IN ASIA. OUR GROWTH 

HAS PRODUCED BETTER OBS FOR MORE AMERICANS 

AT BETTER PAY LEVELS THAN IS GENERALLY 

UNDERSTOOD. THE IN REDIBLE FLEXIBILITY AND 

ADAPTABILITY OF THE AMERICAN SYSTEM HAS 

PROVEN TO BE A MA OR AMERICAN ADVANTAGE. 

PROTECTIONISM CAN OT BE OUR ANSWER TO THIS 

PROBLEM; IT WILL 0 FEAT US. NEVERTHELESS, THE 

DESTITUTE IN AME ICA REMAIN NOT ONLY A SEVERE 

CHALLENGE TO US BUT A BURDEN TO THE AMERICAN 

CASE ABROAD. E MUST DEAL WITH IT. 

ANOTHER CHALLENGE IS THE VERY LOW 

LEVEL OF SAVINGS IN AMERICA. WE ARE GREAT 

CONSUMERS BUT WE SAVE FAR LESS THAN DO THE 

ASIANS. AS A PERCENTAGE OF GOP, GROSS PRIVATE 

SECTOR SAVINGS IN JAPAN IS 32%; IN THE U.S., IT IS 
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ONLY 15%. THE ENORMOUS CAPITAL ACCUMULATION 

IN JAPAN IS PERHAPS ITS GREATEST ASSET IN 

MEETING THE AMERICAN ECONOMIC CHALLENGE. IT IS 

TRUE THAT THE OPENNESS OF THE AMERICAN 

ECONOMY PRESSES OUR BUSINESSES TO MAKE FAR 

BETTER USE OF ITS CAPITAL PRODUCING FAR HIGHER 

RETURNS FROM OUR INVESTMENTS. OUR FREE 

CAPITAL MARKETS ARE VASTLY MORE EFFICIENT 

THAN THEIRS. OUR FLEXIBLE ENTREPRENEUR SHIP 

PERMITS AMERICANS TO TAP THE RICHNESS OF OUR 

SCIENTIFIC ADVANTAGE MUCH MORE RAPIDLY AND 

INNOVATIVEL Y THAN IS PERMITTED IN THEIR SYSTEM. 

WE MUST RETAIN ALL OF THOSE ADVANTAGES. 

NEVERTHELESS, ENHANCED EMPHASIS ON INCREASED 

AMERICAN SAVINGS WOULD PRODUCE IMPROVED 

AMERICAN COMPETITIVENESS. IT WOULD ALSO 

REDUCE AMERICAN RELIANCE ON FOREIGN CAPITAL 

AND ASSURE THAT MORE OF AMERICAN WEALTH 

WOULD REMAIN AT HOME TO STRENGTHEN OUR 

NATION. 

ANOTHER PROBLEM IS THE KNOW-NOTHING 

BELIEF THAT ALL AMERICAN PUBLIC EXPENDITURES 

ARE ALWAYS WASTEFUL AND THAT ALL BUDGET CUTS 

IN FOREIGN AID, IN SUPPORT OF OUR DIPLOMATIC 

SERVICE, AND FOR OUR PUBLIC COMMERCIAL 

ACTIVITIES, CAN BE FORGONE WITH NO LOSS TO THE 
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COUNTRY. A SHARP EYE FOR WASTE IS ESSENTIAL. 

BUDGET PRESSURE HAS RESULTED IN SENSIBLE 

SAVINGS. BUT WE ARE NOW CUTTING MUSCLE AND 

BONE. IT IS DEMORALIZING OUR SUPERB FOREIGN 

SERVICE PROFESSIONALS, WEAKENING OUR 

INFLUENCE ABROAD AND RESTRICTING THE CAPACITY 

OF YOUR GOVERNMENT TO REPRESENT AMERICAN 

INTERESTS AROUND THE WORLD. THIS PAST YEAR WE 

CLOSED THE AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER IN KYOTO 

(WHICH HAS BEEN THERE FOR 45 YEARS). KYOTO IS 

JAPAN'S PREEMINENT CENTER OF JAPANES ~HISTORY 

AND CULTURE. ONE WONDERS WHY WE CA~LONGER 
AFFORD A CULTURAL CENTER THERE WHILE THE 

BRITISH, FRENCH, AND GERMANS CAN CONTINUE TO DO 

SO! WE VERY NEARLY CLOSED OUR CONSULATE 

GENERAL IN S~?fJ}q ALTHOUGH THE ECONOMY OF 

THE AREA IT eo¥ERS IS LARGER THAN THAT OF 

KOREA, TAIWAN, OR AUSTRALIA. 

THERE IS VIRTUALLY NO U.S. FOREIGN AID AVAILABLE 

ANYWHERE IN ASIA. THIS UNDERMINE~ 

INFLUENCE~N IA. WJ.nbI=lAT n~ AJtNO, WE SPEND 
(Vl uc#- . V I /ljC 

OUR TIME JAPAN TO BE MORE HELPFUL. 

IN THE CRUCIAL NORTH KOREAN KEDO PROJECT, TO 

PRESS NORTH .fA!f~II"L B~ILDING NUCLEAR 

WEAPONS, THE S quT
v
OiJ1tCOMMITMENT 

ALMOST IN HALF. JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA WILL 

SPEND BILLIONS TO BUILD POWER PLANTS IN NORTH 
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KOREA AND MEANWHILE OUR CONTRIBUTION WAS CUT 

FROM 25 MILLION TO 13 MILLION DOLLARS, BREAKING 

OUR WORD TO THESE CRUCIAL ALLIES. [j£E eLAIM TO 

BE THE 'MaRlD'S Mk.:tOFl POWEn AND PIiI1K Y!Er Aj§J 
( 

~ THESE SENSELESS CUTS DEMEAN OUR NATION AND 

CRIPPLE OUR EFFORT TO TURN A VERY DANGEROUS 

NATION AWAY FROM ACQUIRING ITS OWN NUCLEAR 

WEAPONS. 

ONE OF AMERICA'S GREAT ADVANTAGES IS 

ITS LEADERSHIP IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. WE 

ARE THE ENVY OF THE WORLD. NEVERTHELESS, OUR 

SYSTEM OF RESEARCH IS HEAVILY DEPENDENT UPON 

PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR OUR SUPERB CENTERS OF 

RESEARCH IN OUR NATIONAL INSTITUTES AND IN OUR 

GREAT RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES. JAPAN NOW SPENDS 

MORE IN SUPPORT OF RESEARCH PER CAPITA THAN DO 

WE AND WILL SOON BE SPENDING MORE IN SUPPORT OF 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH THAN DO WE. WE NEED NOT 

FEAR IMPROVEMENTS IN JAPANESE SCIENTIFIC 

RESEARCH; INDEED WE SHOULD WELCOME IT. 

NEVERTHELESS, WE NEED TO REALIZE THAT AMERICAN 

LEADERSHIP IN SCIENCE IS ONE OF OUR MOST 

PRECIOUS ASSETS. SINCE SO MUCH OF THIS IS 

DEPENDENT ON PUBLIC SUPPORT OF BASIC RESEARCH, 

IT IS TROUBLING TO SEE PUBLIC SUPPORT ACTUALLY 

DECREASING. SUCH CUTS ARE NOT SAVINGS; THEY 
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ARE SERIOUS ASSAULTS ON THE AMERICAN 

ADVANTAGE IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY WHERE 

MUCH OF OUR FUTURE IS TO BE FOUND. 

LET ME CLOSE BY TALKING ABOUT 

MINNESOTA. I AM A SHAMELESS MINNESOTAN 

APOSTLE. SO MUCH SO THAT ON A RECENT VISIT TO 

THE 7TH FLEET COMMAND, THEY DISPLAYED THE FLAGS 

OF THE WORLD'S THREE GREATEST POWERS: THE 

UNITED STATES, JAPAN AND MINNESOTA. I HAVE 

ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT WE ARE A SPECIAL STATE 

CAPABLE OF PRODUCING LEADERSHIP AND THE 

PROMOTION OF HUMAN VALUES IN QUANTITIES FAR 

DISPROPORTIONATE TO OUR SIZE@FTEN TELL THE 

JAPANESE THAT, FOR SOME REASON, MINNESOTA 

ENDED UP WITH AN INORDINATE PERCENTAGE OF 

AMERICA'S GENIujJ MINNESOTA'S PRESENCE IN 

JAPAN IS A SOURCE OF GREAT PRIDE TO ME. 

THE GREAT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US, WHICH I 

DISCUSSED EARLIER, REQUIRES THE BEST SCHOLARS 

LEARNING AND TEACHING THE NEXT GENERATIONS. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA DOES NOT HAVE 

MUCH AVAILABLE IN THIS FIELD TODAY. PRESIDENT 

HASSELMO IS CONCERNED ABOUT THIS PROBLEM. 

CARLTON HAS A GOOD PROGRAM, MACALESTER IS 

DOING QUITE WELL AND I AM SURE THERE ARE OTHER 

SCHOOLS THAT HAVE SOME OFFERINGS. A FEW WEEKS 
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AGO THERE WERE 100 HUNDRED HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS FROM THE UNITED STATES VISITING JAPAN 

FOR SIX WEEKS. I WAS THRILLED TO SEE THAT 

MINNESOTA HAD NINE OF THOSE STUDENTS. THIS WAS 

POSSIBLE BECAUSE THE MINNEAPOLIS SCHOOL SYSTEM 

AND SOME OTHERS ARE OFFERING THE JAPANESE 

LANGUAGE. WE HAVE WHAT MAY BE ONE OF THE BEST 

AMERICAN BRANCH CAMPUS IN JAPAN LOCATED IN 

AKITA, KNOWN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA-­

AKITA. THE MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

HAS DONE A GREAT JOB THERE WITH GENEROUS 

SUPPORT FROM THE LOCAL PREFECTURE. OVER 200 

JAPANESE ARE NOW STUDYING IN STATE 

UNIVERSITIES IN MINNESOTA AS A RESULT. WE NEED 

TO KEEP THIS GOING AND BUILD ON IT. 

NEVERTHELESS, WE NEED TO GREATLY 

ENHANCE MINNESOTA'S UNDERSTANDING OF JAPAN 

AND ASIA. THE STUDY AND TEACHING OF JAPANESE 

AND ASIAN SCHOLARSHIP IS STILL FAR SHORT OF 

WHAT IS NEEDED FOR THE TRAINING OF YOUNG 

MINNESOTANS WHO WILL LIVE IN A WORLD OF EVER 

INCREASING ASIAN IMPORTANCE. WE NEED TO 

INCREASE THE OFFERING OF JAPANESE IN OUR 

SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, AND UNIVERSITIES. I HOPE THAT 

EVERY HIGH SCHOOL SYSTEM THAT CAN, AND EVERY 

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY THAT CAN, WILL TAKE A 
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HARD LOOK AT HOW THEY CAN GREATLY INCREASE 

SCHOLARSHIP AND TEACHING IN THIS AREA. 

VIRTUALLY NOTHING WE CAN DO WILL HELP OUR vl,..vn' ~ C1--~M /'v~",-

-S I ~ TO BE MORE PREPARED FOR THE FUTURE THAN ~ 
~STEPS AtaNG 11119 [tHE .... OUR BUSINESSES WOULD BE 

GREATLY HELPED AS WELL. 

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MINNESOTA BECAME 

THE MOST ADVANCED STATE IN THE NATION IN THE 

PREPARATION OF ITS STUDENTS FOR THE NEW WORLD 

IN WHICH THEY WILL LIVE BY THE TRAINING OF OUR 

YOUNG STUDENTS TO UNDERSTAND AND LIVE WITH 

THE INCREDIBLE GROWTH AND SIGNIFICANCE OF 

JAPAN AND ASIA TO OUR FUTURE. 

WHAT JAPAN AND ASIA DECIDES IS AND WILL 

BE DECIDED BY THEM. BUT WHAT WE DO WILL BE 

DECIDED BY US. IGNORANCE IS THE MOST DANGEROUS 

POLICY OF ALL. AS ALWAYS, AMERICANS AND 

MINNESOTANS MUST LOOK TO THEMSELVES FOR OUR 

BASIC ANSWERS. I THINK WE KNOW THAT, AND NOW 

WE MUST DO IT. THANK YOU. 
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19~Mf ffl,~55 ! ~~~ ~~~Pfk~E~~ . , 
, MINls1"~V of F'NAN~ 

THE JAP"'N~SE GOVERNMEt'T 

AugUi;1: 20.1996 

The Honorable Charlene B~rshefsky 
Ac~ing USTR ~ 

The Unit.,d S~te!.s of Arlleric.a 

Dear Nuhassador Barshefsky: 

Thank ~ou for your letter dated August 10. I hope YOu ·hQve enjoyed a 
great st~uer vacalion after settllng the' difficult $~ni-cand~tOl' talks. 

Conce~ine the insuranoe talks, I believe that the negotia~rs of the 
t~o co~ntr~e$ have mad~ tha1r utmost effcrts within their respective mandat~. 
I regret. however, that the U.S. negotiatots had not obtained your 
permission to ~~re fI~rB time and to den~nstr.te more flexibility neuessary 
to conclude the talks in Vanc.ouver. In addltiotl. SillC@ nty proposal to 
continue the talks on August t ija,s not accepted by you, I did not pa\le any 
option other th~n dIrecting Illy negotiators to return to Japan. upon 
confirming the thr~e-itel!l ogreemetlt ~!th you. 

In light of the importance of the io.sut"anaa 'blks:, 1 mus:t make £owe 
corrections concerning your le tter. First. on the thre~. 1 talUS agreed uPQo 111 
the last telephons conversation I you described the first as "to reourne 
talkolO in 3epteu4Det" at .:t ml.lt:uall!y a(!~ptabl& date '''. i-low£:liJer. the a~~~llIf;nt. 

recorded 'on patlCr i$ IItalks \.rill resume at a time when both sides ~gt'Qe 11. 

and no ether agreement exists 6h this point. 

Second, you wrote that I had agree,!:! to Y<JUf propoJal that ·f all posit';'ons 
put forward in Vancouver by. both Sides should rQmain on the tablQ until the 
talks reSUUte. This, toot ls C:Qntnry tQ the facts;. I recognized such deSlr'e 

or your side over the telephone convwr~atiQn. but I rejected YQU~ ~tand­
still pro~al by saying that we should in pri~ciple resume the talKS 
starting t'ro!l\ the positions we held at tb~ beglnnlllg of the Vancouver 
meeting. My stateml!!lnt ot'l tlti.3 i~sue is cl P.J.lr-ly t'e(:()r'ded. FUitheLl1lOre, yOUl" 

p'roposal is loSicAlly 1noonslstQnt with .our three-item a&reement, 
e&pe~l~l1y ccncer-nlng the second as well as the third po1.nt that was 
empha~iZcd by. yourself . 
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