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Rura I-urban-balance ber 2§,Sa,.t.ur4ay 
----~--------------~~~~~~~~~~~ ~ , 

\.!lew months ago, at a national symposium devoted to _ 

the relationship between the problems of rural America and the 

cities, a man named Jim Rouse, who developed the New To~ of 

Columbia Maryland, had this to say about the AlIIerica.n condition: 

"The prevaili~ mood ••• in ~erica today, although f 
one of urgency and yearing to move ahead, is really one of diSbeli~ 
disbelief that anything is really going to happen. 

"This is the most devastating fact about American today. 

That people have come to look upon problems ••• however they are 

identified, as battles to be fought rather than victories to be 

won. 

"We talk in terms of 'the need for' not 'how to do it.' 

Am there is missing from the American ••• spirit the conviction 

that we have the capacity, the resources, and the 

detennination to do it -- and that we will -- not in a hundred 

years or fifty years ••• but in a decade. 

"Yet there is absolutely no qeustion that we have to 

capacity. Absolutely no question at all." , 

'"ttJJl Ttvl-'S 
1\ 1 Maybe some of you }rr+e1'"lere!}-'lt&Ee~ElNI.~~&d.",u~i-l1aY 

feeli theS 

wards 

that mortal ma.n ___ • 
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An; 4-e.----ptere is apathy in America, and there is hate, and 
.... bos~ 

neither moves us any nearer a solution of the problems that ~ 

But there is hope also. I am encouraged when young men I ~ vL e · 

<I • • S.t ..... -., Buford Johnson come before the people; discuss 

the issues; carryon a dialogue. with the public for their 

solution. He is a man who believes that there are answers, there 

is hope, and he is not afraid to place these issues before the voters. 

We need more men like Buford Johnson in the Congress; men who are 

~ something, rather than against; men lilo have a concern for 

the future; rather than a blind obedience to the past; ------, dynamic 

.... ' .?~' ___ "_IIII!II~_.&&lIiIM±"IIi' ii' -"'~iI h' 11 b . ti .. . ~ Cf, men w 0 Wl. e a pos~ ve, 

rather than a negative force. for their district in Washington. 

This kind of man is _ a rare commodi1iY, ~lBver 
~~ before in our history have we needed as badly. 

A moment ago I spoke of the future. Dennis Gabor once 

said, "We cannot predict the future, but we can invent it." Am 

it seems to me that of all the things we need in this count~, regaining 

control aver 06r 0Irn future_,III' _.~.sta.ros at the top of the list. 
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Don't think for a moment tha t just because these programs are on 

the books they're there for all time. They don't have to be 

repealed to be killed. A hostile PreSident, backed by a hostile ........ 
Congress, can simply choke off the funds ~ and turn substanbe 

into shadow. .t.J".J~'~7 .. ~p".''''.p¢ ............ I ..... ~~., With a 

President who doesn It care the Nation can very easily slip into 

the kind of recessions which dogged our economy throughout the 

fifties, leading to the highest unemployment rate of any 

I., '''. 
advanced industrial nation and~iterallY billions of dollars ~ 

..... $-; 
,""mnO? NET? $ r# the economy wi 2Mt . forever. 

~~lIIDDDIjbt*,i .. m 

It's happened before and it can happen agsin.-- but it 

doesn't have to hS l)pen. If we have a President in the White }[ House 
-- '- the right kind ..J 

who cares... s nd if we be ck him with YC~o;rn~gr~e~sSi"" __ .......... ",,, 

f461"_.~IWI""'~~C"" we can control our own future; we can 

build the kind of America that we all want. This is why I 4a 

have come to St. Cloud to speak in behalf of Buford Johnson and 

Hubert Humphrey. 

Thank you. 
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Five weeks are left before the country elects a new Presidant and 

you elect -- I hope a new Five weeks is a long , 

s 

lill i I , • 7, ,,;.db J- • 

long enough fer all the candidates to discuss the issues. 

Hubert Humphre,y and Buford Johnson have been discussing them, in 

specific terms and not generalities. 

If I were a f armer, I think that I'd ask Mr. Nixon what 

specifically he intended to do lihen all of our federal farm 
'O-Oe, • .j 

programs expirei-ay8ar from --'? 2 now. Does he intend to 

continue than. and tad~;~t~l~~nd them,) 8S Mr. Humphrey :i.B on 

record for doing? Or does he intend to dismantle them, as the 

last Republican Secretary of Agriculture, Ezra Taft Benson, almost 

succeeded in doing? 
I 

If • I were .e .... ~&. the father of a family, I think I d 

5 R 2 ask Mr. Nixon what he interx:ls on doing with the aid 

to Ii education programs that have been ena,cted aver the past few 
LO~ 'cJv he/,p:V13' 

years,'.. are right now S ' _ 3 build_ thousands of 

classrooms and helping .. hundreds of thousands of young people 

at tend colle ge. 
I 

If I were over 65, I think I d ask Mr. Nixon if he were ....... 
It now in favor of Medicare, .. or if he still opposes it, as he 

did thoughout his entire political career, as a Congressman, 

Senator and Vice ~resident. 
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If I lived in a town the size of St. Cloud, I think I'd 
~ 

ask IT\Y Congressman. and my Presidential candidates how they stand 

on Head start ••• on providing mone,y for mental health and housing 

for the aged ••• on providing Farmers Home Administration grants 
I 

and loans to build community facilities, all programs we didn t 

have eight years ago and do have now ;tLa.v-fh.A h.. D-a_-'Y1'l-G-:_{."\..,lt-f{ ~/ 
C 

;/ 
OJ /\edLcQa~t1 GJ..J ()vL~4-<i.~., 

I 
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FOR PM's 
Saturday, September 28, 1968 

Senator Walter F. Mondale CD-Minn.) in remarks prepared for delivery 

tonight at Johnson-For-Congress rally in St. Cloud~ challenged Republican 

candidate Richard Nixon to speak in specifics rather than generalities, saying 

"it isn't enough just to say, as Nixon has been saying, that you're for high 

farm income and against low farm income; or that you're in favor of peace and 

against war; or that you feel education is a good thing and everybody ought 

to have some. 

"Generalities may be good politics but it isn't leveling with the American 

people." 

Specifically, he asked voters to question the GOP candidate on '~bat he 

intended to do when ~ •. federal farm programs expir~bout a year from now. 

Does he intend to continue them and fund them adequately, as Mr. Humphrey is 

"en record for doing? Or does he intend to dismantle them, as the Republican 

Secretary of Agriculture, Ezra Taft Benson, almost succeeded in doing?" 

Listing programs enacted during the Kennedy-Johnson years, including Medicare, 

Head Star1f, and Aid to Education, among others, Mondale said "don't think for 

a moment that just because these programs are on the books they're there for all 

time. They don't have to be repealed to be killed, A hostile President, backed 

by a hostile Congress, can simply choke off funds and turn substance into shadow." 

He characterized J. Buford Johnson, Democratic Congressioral candidate, as 

one who "Is not afraid to place these issues :before the voters," and said that 

he would "be a positive, rather than a negative, force i+he Congress.''' 

-30-
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In the two decades that have pasaed since the end of World War II 

this count'MT L f; .'.; ( has un:! ergone the greatest , ____ .. • " .. : ; j ... 

mass migration of any country in history. In. a short span of 

20 :years, sane 18 million Americans left rural Aaerica and settled 

in the cities. 
Th~ 

'emigrants uprooted their fanilies for a variety of 

___ individual reason8. Many were pulled by the lure of 

btLk 
greater opportunity, and found it~ otheI1t millions were literally 

pushed off the land and, rather than opportunity, found only 

despair in one or another urban ghetto. 

And the strange thing is, this migration went almost 

unnoticed,-_ •• t.7 .... ; .. '.?S .. ~,.~ a.s did ita effect on almost every 

om of the urban problems that confrcnt us today. 

Now, 20 years __ II; after it began, 'f t 10 percent of 

all Americans live on just over one percent of our land. Over 

half _ us are crowded into the 224 great metropolitan areas, fJ'Tery 

f?'Ut:y(.vu£~ 
one of which is \ifP71't::,...r.o one degree or another, by connnon 

problems of unemployment in the ghetto, racial unrest, pollution, 

snarled transportation and and endless catalogue of woes precipitated 
. ~~;~~, 

by too many people ~too little space. 
the ./ ghet to 

In parts of(Chrcago' J" U 

to the square mile, a population density'" I 

I'peoPle liTe 110,000 

, WI9 "Which S 

#6 ttl the entire population of the United States, 200 
Co~i b{( C\.l).11a ,~ 

mill~ the six bOroughs of New York City. 

~m:xiLJllfr:tnil.JUrrlxilll'l~i:aII 

~tral America, where a third of our population now 

1 ives on about 98 percent of om- land, is U i afflicted with 

I 
8 double-share of the Nation s poverty, more than its share of 
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t'J- . · Remarks of SENATOR WALTER F. MONDALE 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
April 25, 1968 

It is a real pleasure to be here tonight with members of 

the Minnesota Junior College Faculty Association. 

One of the reasons is that there is so much knowledge and 

ability in this room. I like to hope that I can absorb some of 

it from the atmosphere, since I demonstrated a long time ago that 

I aaatE can't collect much of it in the classroom. 

But another reason is that this Association represents one of 

the exciting things that tB are happening in education in Minnesota. 

This group has a great many more/ members than it had five years ago 

when I was Attorney General and had the opportunity to help frame 

the brief law which expanded the system and provided a statewide 

structure for it. 

There has been a tremendous effort since then-·some frustrations 

as we have all faced in trying to serve the needs of our people, but 

real progress. New campuses are sprouting, more locations are being 

identified, and thousands of young people and adults are taking 

advantage of the convenient opportunities for education that this 

mushrooming system is providing. 

And many of you are also examples of what this new movement 

has brought to us. New opportunities to teach have mushroomed along 

with the system. No doubt there are some teachers here tonight who 

never really thought they would be doing what they are doing. I know 

there is a Senator here tonight who never really thought he would be 

doing what kais he's doing, and I'm certain there are some people 

around who still don't think much of the idea. Opportunity is something 

we have all come to know and accept. 

I want to talk to you tonight about opportunity. 

Opportunity has been the great promise of America for all time, 

but it is a broken promise for many Americans in our time. 
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The absence of opportunity, the 1 ... iiB __ *- President's ' 

Commission on Civil Disorders tells us, is today keeping some boys 

from becoming men. 

Not so long ago, one kind of opportunity was a chance to learn 

a skill and a way of life by working alongside a master tradesman. 

More recently, opportunity has meant a chance to finish high 

school ... ·"free public education up to grade 12." 

Tonight, we meet here as part of a young and vigorous movement 

that recognizes the need for educational opportunity beyond high 

school for everyone. We are on the verge of d~claring such education 

to be the right of every young American. 

But there are young people in America for whom there is no 

such assumption, and indeed no consciousness of an opportunity for 

education beyond high school. There are young people in Americ~ for 

whom "free public education up to Grade 12" 1s a mockery that borders 

on scandal. There are young people in America who have no master 

tradesman to teach them a skill and a way of life. 

America has boys who have had to find their manhood in the 

mountains and jungles of Vietnam because it was not avail~ble to 
\ 

them along the roads and streets of America. 

They are poor, as many of us have been poor. 

They are hungry, as some of us have been hungry. 

But their heritage has been despair, where ours bas been hope. 

Ikas Their despair has turned to bitterness while our hope has turned 

to bitterness. 

Some of them are white. But it is rare in America Ito be poor, 
I 

I ' 

hungry, Bblab: despairing, and bitter if you are white.~ 
f 
, \ 

Most of them are black. And it is cODIDQn in America to be 
1 

J ;~ 4 
poor, hungry, Qespairing and bitter if you are black. I i 
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That is what opportunity and promise are like in America. 

I mention them tonight because they are on the minds of all of us 

in this country, all the time. But I mention them especially ~ 

tonight because 1 believe that you who are making a new assumption 

about education are in a speeial position to do something about them. 

What we have before us is a demand to reverse what the Kerner 

Commission describes as a trend toward two separate and unequal 

societies-·one generally white, affluent, and hopeful; the other 

generally black, poor, and bitter. Your ja junior college movement 

is new enough to be truly experimental, young enough to be truly 

vigorous, fresh enough to deal with real problems-·1f it wants to. 

Schools have always been a selective mechanism of opportunity 

in America. But today they also serve as a selective mechanism 

of separation. They certify those who are to succeed in the system, 

and they select out those who are to fail. 

There have always been students who received the judgment of 

failure in the education mechanism. But sadly, the judgment cannot 

be appealed so easily in another court as it once could. 

Apprenticeships are no longer a regular route to success. 

Unskilled jobs in ample supply are no longer available to provide 

some promise of a better future. The alternative to education is 

unemployment, and our schools help select out those who are to be 

unemployed. 

From early childhood it is almost predictable who they will be. 

From families and neighboorhoods of hope and aspiration come those 

who will succeed. From families and ghettoes of despair and bitterness 

eom those who will be selected out. 

It is as though our educational system were there to affirm 

a condition rather than to provide an opportunity to change one. 

The cry has already begun in some cOIllItUnities for control of - '( 



. . 

In despa~ and bitterness over the mechanism that helps to 

separate them, they demand a chance for a positive community force. 

"If we must be separate and unequal," they say, "let us at least 

find a unifying force within our separation and Diedaltt inferiority.1t 

I do not need to tell you of the further selectiveness of higher 

education in our tradition. Their function. too. is selection out. 

But with rising admission standards. their doors are not open to 

many of the needy in the first place. If they have any relevance 

at all to those who have been selected out, they represent only 

another form of social and economic exclusion. 

But what this society really needs to rev rse its trend toward 

--division is a mechanism that is dedicated select people in instead 

of out, to change conditions rather than afftrm them. IxmaJ I believe 

a part of the answer may l1e with our junior colleges. 

First, they can repres ne an attainable goal for those who are 

now trapped in a school system that mocks them or those who were 

selected out 8ag long ago. 

Second, th y can be flexible enough to develop educational 

programs for people instead of Be., seeking people for educational 

,Z83ZaRB programs. They need not abandon an academic ideal for some 

of their students, but they can find other opportunities for thoa 

who need them and those who need time to r aeh some min~ academic 

levels. 

Third, they can b respen iva to th :I.r cODIDWlity, rural, urban, 

or suburban. or a mixtur of the thr e. Th y can look for p cial 

missions in post-high school ()r adult education and training. They 

can seek to be a means of community coherence a well 'as a bridge 
I 

to other communitte • , 
\ 

\ 

\ 
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Becoming an II'~~ "opportunity college," it seems to me, 

requires delibe~ate seeking out of students who might not ent~r 

your doors--or any others without some help. It means a real 

information effort anywh re such students might be. It means 

app als to adults as well as to children; .... It means reaching 

them before they have ccepted the judgment that they cannot 

succeed. It means eonvincing them that judgments already passed 

can be appealed. And it means proving that. 

One of the promiSing programs of the U.S .. Office of Education, 

called "Proj ect Talent Search" as it 1s arried out in northwestern 

Minnesota and eastern North and South Dakota. has shown real signs 

of success in this kind of work. Even though funds are now l:f.mited. 

it is one effort that is xpected to expand rapidly. It seems to me 

that it is beautifully suited to the kind of junior college effort 

I would like to see. 
;, 

Because of its convenient location and generally low cost, 

a junior college now offers considerable inducement for rural and 

urban young people who ar trying to find an opportunity. Bu- the 

flexibility encouraged in the junior call ges can go much further. 

They can offer education to adults as well as lS-year-old •• 

r al education that 1s relevant. their libraries and classrooms can 

be community libraries and classrooms as w 11 as school reSources. 

They can serve part-time students as well as full·t~e students, at 

night as well as during the day. They can feed students to universities 

and trained workers to community businesses and institutions. 

This marvelous flexibility which is possible and partly realized 

in nearly every junior college in this state 1s ltmited only by the 

tmagination and effort t~t goes into teaching and planning. The 

more diverse a community, the more diversity there must be in the 
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I believe this can be a special kind of education, one that 

1a8iBdaBx,8.piBxtnxtaBtHadxai selects people in instead of out. 

And this kind of education must attract a special kind of teacher-­

one who sees his responsibility to reach out to people instead of 

pushing them away. It is a tribute to our ability to respond that 

such schools invariably find the kind of people they want. once 

that is made clear. 

As a matter of fact, this kind of teaching seems much mor in 

tune with the new concern on our campus s today than the traditional 

pproaches to professorships and research assignments in our other 

colleges. These new, committed young people who are flocking to 

the political scene in one way or another these days might well become 

the spxu maj or force in educat ion of the kind _ix we I re talking 

about tonight. Perhaps some of them are here at this meet ing tonight. 

They should be, for the junior college is potentially the kind of 

institution that can help them do their thing. 

And the ways in whieh junior colleges can truly be community 

r sources are far too many to list--lf the faculties will see a 

-esponsibility in this direetion? 

Why shouldn*t community colleges beeom centers of community 

action--organizations th t coneern themselves with transportation. 

housing, and emplo~t problems and provide a forum for relevant 

discussion? 

Why shouldn*t community colleges analyze the roles and needs of 

governments in their uJlaR¥xlllllnndlaa towns, th ir suburbs, and their 

slums? These governments have something to do with opportunity and 

;e divided society as well. 

Why shouldn't community colleges offer continuing education for 

adults--atmed at fmproving th international community. atmed at 
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Why shouldn*t community colleges become a resourc for 

citizens, young and old, who need to learn how to buy and bo~row 

and g t along with their families and neighbors and governments? 

Why shouldn*t community colleges became the places wher the 

solution is finally found to the Be needs of racial balance in 

the metropolitan ~ommunity. 

Why shouldn't community colleges become the places whare the 

two societies meet .. -iIi better environment than policemen and 

fire trucks and soldi r provide? 

The du structure of the junior col leg system in Minn sota 

and elsewh re provid an opt~istic alt rnatlve to th demands 

of the separat d society that they control their schools. It 

makes it possible for junior coll ges to 4Y ttL t uS use our 

choals together." And it provides a central management ,system 

at th same time. 
-

The advantages of central management may receive a ~1g boost 
\ 

if Congress accepts the Networks for Knowledge grant pro#am in 

r' the Higher Education Act this year. It is intended to a,stst 
\ 

institutions in sharing the ~esources of faculty, computers, 
\ 

closed-circuit television, and librar:f.e. It can greatly enhance 
'~~" 

the resoure s of the individual small college·-and in the t'1gh'~ ­
I' 

I ( \ 

kind of small co!lege, it can provide an opportunity to put th .. e 
, 

resou~ces to work in the community. It will be limited only by \ 

imagination and effort. 

The federal government is showing oth r !ncr aaed interest in 

assisting junior col1eg s to expand their horizons as w 11. 

Although federal funding for coll g construction and library 

aid is being cut thi yar~ junior college will continue to ree ive 

about 25 per cent of all money appropriated for construction of 
? 

h 
(I 
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at th present level those programs which directly affeet people.­

financial aid for stud nts through scholarships. loans , and work.study 

programs, and teacher _dBaaliaa education programs at all levels . 

One of the promising developments of this session of Congr 8S 

has been the Education Professions Dev lopment Act of 1967, which 

reorganized a number of efforts in the U. S. Office of Education and 

included new authority for training both professional and subprofessional 

eduoation personnel. 

The appropriation for the current fiscal year is $48 . 5 million 

dollars. As it continues, and it seems likely ~88 to do so, it will 

provide graduate iatlBHkth fellowships for work below the doctoral 

level, for summer institutes, and assistance for in-service training . 

Junior coll~ge teachers are specifically included in this legislation. 

I believe that all of the money we sp nd on educational 

institutions is a good investment in our future . and I am hopeful 

that we will soon end th realloeation of funds ~ from higher education 

to meet other needs. 

But I am sure that the priorities for educational ssistance 

in this >country will continue to go to those places where disadvantage 

is greatest--and to programs which are d signed to fight the separat 

and unequal society we now must frankly adlnit w have. A junior 

college-community college effort, aimed at selecting in students 

instead of selecting them out. aimed at providing relevant xperiences 

for those who study there, aimed at the development of the community 

well as th development of the individual. will be the strongest 

.BBitdata kind of candidate for support. 

t you as faculty members do for the students and communities 

of Minnesota- and I am proud of the fine reputation our young effort 

has--ean serve as a mod 1 for states where problems re more massive. 

Creative apswers can be d velop d in the worst problem areas or in 

th most progress ive systems . In 81IKBXa once ease they develop out"'- ~ 
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~ the hope of development. 

1 believe the real potential of junior college education can 

be found in Minnesota. Whether you find it or not will dep nd on 

HhaJ what you assume your task to be. 

If you seek to be a pale %max tmitation of the traditional 

institutions of higher education, that 1s what you will become. 

If you seek to ape your btg sisters in electing out, you will 

contribute, as they do. to the separation and alienation. 

But~ worse than that. you will lose an opportunity for 

opportunity. You will lose your chance to fight despair and 

bitterness. You will los your chance to try to help move our 

divided society together • 

What you have 1s the opportunity to change conditions instead 
\ 

of af simply affirming them. If I can paraphrase a now.f~s 
~ 

zE ..... *X8i statement of Pope Paul on world development l~st 
\ 

July: 

tixZlul2C:"B~_~1ix1uPIxktII 
If the word for peace is opportunity, who would not lah9r for 

it with all of his powers? 

/ 

) 
j 

/, I 
/ / 

/ 

\ 

\ \ 
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Proposed Junior College Speech Press Release 

MI EAPOLIS--Senator alter F. ondale told Innesota junior col~g 

faculty m mbers !kzK Thursday night that the tl xibI1ity ot junior 

college education could be a key weapon in the battle to reverse the 

trend toward a divided society in America. 

The mushroom.ing junior college movement, Mondala said. is "new enough 

to be experimental. young nough to be vigorous, and fresh enough 

to respond to the real problems of merio n communities." He sked 

his teacher audience to work to create" cnools ot opportunity" that 

respond to the need of all the poople in their communiti s. 

1 ndale said educ tion has always been considered means ot 

portunity in American life. througn tbe 

iversity," he said,'it is too often a el cttng 

peopie out of opportunIty instead of including them in. " 

The ltJudgment ot f ilure tl which is p ss d 011 young peopl who do 

not fit the traditional character of the education sy te today 

"cannot be appealed in another court of opportunity" a it once could, 

Mandale said. Unskilled labor no longer hold the promise it once 

did, and rtther are young people in America who h ve no a ter tradesmen 

to teach the skill and a ay of life." 

All too often, ~ondale said, it i perfectly predicaable who will 

b "certified for succe 8 and who will be selected out to fail. From 

r. lies and neighborhoods of hope and a pir tion come those who will 

succeed. Fro trunilie and ghettoes of despair and bitterness come 

t se who will be selected out. u 

flIt 1s a though our schools were there to attil'm a condition rather 

than provid an opportunity to change it." he said. 

Community-oriented junior oolleges, ondale said. ~Syt •• xaw 

1QIJI .... * •• t*'riIlXX ••• ~"t.l!hIlU .. can 'seek out those stud nts 

nobody else i8 looking tor," Mondale said, "and lect people in inst d 

ot out~" by providing ,....~ .... "educational progra.ms tor people inste d 

of people tor educational programs." 

He said they could oak students of all age , backgrounds, and n ads; 

vid education that i relevant to the in tead of ome academic ide 1; 

and furnish resource that belong to the community the school 
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"Why shouldn't junior colleges become centers of community action?" 

Mondale asked. "Why shouldn't they analyze and serve the needs of 

)ple and governments in their twwns, their suburbs, and their slums? 

way shouldn't they offer continuing education for adults lb 0 need to 

learn how to buy and borrow and get along with their families and 

neighbors and governments? Why shouldn't their cIao rooms and shops 

and librarie 

tt 

meeting places for everyone who wants a chane ," 

-enly t_~r(f~m- n to' cqnr"'t' e r 

the tr8dit~al sele~tion process, nda 

than pa;' imitation of a system 
! 

/ 

Mondale spoke t the annual meeting of the innesota Junior College 

Faculty Association iK at the Holiday Inn Central in Minneapolis. 
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ANOKA-RAMSEY COMMENCEMENT DRAFl' - 6/9/67 

Dean Wilken, distinguished members of the 

faculty students, and rriends of Anoka-Ramsey stat. 

Junior College. 

I m proud to be here tonight at the first 

commencement exercises at this college. Those of 

you who are graduatint tonight fter t 0 years of 

study, and tho e of you have contributed the build­

ings of' your chool district to this ne college, 

and those of you who have built curriculuMS and 

courses, those of you who have encouraged your sons 

and daughters, and those of you whose support or 

this new college has come in many other ways 

you are all part of a great new experiment. What 

goes on here tonight is the first truit of an exciting 

thrust in education, for Minnesota and for the nation. 

Four short years go, while I as Attorney 

General of the State of Minnesot , the Minnesota 

Legislature p ssed a brief law which carried the 

seed for a revolution in junior college ~ucatlon 

in this state. The law began: "Not to exceed 

rif teen state junior colleges are hereby established 

under the management, Jurisdiction, nd control of 

a state Junior college board which 1s hereby created." 
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The State ha. previously been economicaill 

involved with Minnesota's Junior colleges through 

special state aid ~ormulaa. But the passage ot that 

law affirmed the dedication of the people of Minnesota 

to a statewide program of opportunity tor young peopl • 

To the local effort that had previously brought eleven 

Junior colleges into operation since 1915~ the state 

now added ita broad economic and administrative powers. 

Except for Pergus Falls in 1960 and Willmar in 1962, no 

ne Junior colleges had been established 1n the state 

aince 1940. Since 1965, colleges have developed at 

International Falla, ThIef River Fall., and here in 

the Twin Cit1es Metropolitan area. More are on the way. 

I certatnly do not need to tell moat of you 

what a tr mendous ffort it bas taken to eatablish 

this college and th other new Junior colleges and to 

move the existing colleges under a central administra­

tion. The cooperation or the legislature bas b en 

consistent with ita 1963 authorization. The State 

Junior College Board has demanded and received tre­

mendous effort trom its apPOinted member. and its 

staff, and tine record of planning and development 

has been established. 

or course, there have b en frustrations. 

Of course the temporary facilities have sometimes be n 
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inadequate. Of course there haa been a scramble for 

staff. 

But here you are, the 1967 graduating cla • 

of Anoka ... Rauey State Junior College, and over west 

there on the Mississ1ppi permanent bome ~s being 

completed f'or occupancy next tall. This event tonight 

1s a mark of the 8uccess that can be obta1ned when 

dedicated individualS, organized local communities .. 

and a forward-looking state government combine their 

er£orts in a common cause. 

It 1s important to consider that cause an4 

these forces very briefly, tor what 1s happening in 

Minnesota 1n the state junior college progra~ can be 

I hope it w111 be -- the f1rst stages of a truly dif­

ferent kind at institution .. 

There 1s an opportttniiy here -- and througb~ 

out the United States where variQue expertmen.ts with 

two-year colleges are taking place -- for community 

colleges wbich truly serve their communities. That 

111 not happen. unless someone tries to make 1 t happen -­

but it 18 possible. 

A number of' opportunities are built into the 

tructure o~ the Kinne ota state Jun.ior college system. 

First of all, an attempt has been made to preserve the 

unique local responsiveness of the tormer Junior colleges. 
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Although they have the advantages or central 

management procedures, each college is relatively 

autonomous.. The law which created th •• e schools pro­

vided for local advisory boards. These will eventually 

be s efFective as the local community and the school 

dminlstrat10n want them to be, but the posslb1litie 

are there. 

This meaas that a community college can trulY 

be a communIty resource. 

It can o'ffer education to adults as well as 

to 18-year-olds. It can offer non-academic programs 

as ell as academic programs. It library can be a 

community library as well as a college library. It 

can serve part-time stuQents as well s full-time 

students. It can fe~~ students to universities and 

technicians to local businesses and institutions. 

There is a marvelous flex1bility which 1s 

possible and p rtly realized in nearly every Junior 

call ge in this state. It is limited only by the 

imagination and effort wbich is present in its 

statt, among ita advisors and planners, and in its 

students, who are potent~ally the entire community. 

Another special possibility tor the community 

college arises from the conception that there should be 
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