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If we were to select one aspect of our soclety
in which the gap between what is aﬁd what ahou;h be
is most glaring, we would all point to the tragic,
unconscionable deprivation of ‘the human rights of
those of the ltgro-racc.

We all agree that grolf progress has been made.
Congress has passed three Civil Rights Acts in 8

"years, The decisions of the United States Supreme

Court during the past decade taken together compose
the finest definition of human rights available in
any literature in the history of mankind., The
eloquent repudiation by the American people of the
white backlash strategy basic to the Goldwater
campalign reflected a fundamental commitment of the
American people to the concept of human brotherhood
in our land. |

The history of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 is

a glorious one for this country and although the

record is far from complete, the evidence of compliance

is encouraging. But in order to adopt this great
humanitarian legislation, certa'n compromises had

to be made -- made, I might add, with the full
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knowledge and of human rights leaders
who were aware of ¢ "':r..lit:lu of the legislative
process. The most costly of these compromises,
more apparent everyday, was the necessity to delete

 proposals to strengthen voting rights for the Negro.

I need not detail here the outrageous pattern of
sham literacy tests, intimidation, brutality, and
even murder, in efforts to prevent the Southern
Negro from exercising his political rights.

I know. At the Atlantic City Democratic
Convention, 1 served as chairman of the Credentials
Subcommittee appointed to deal with the challenge
of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party to
the seating of the rqnll.r-liuiuippi party.

The Mississippl FPreedom Democratic Party was
not a political party but a protest movement. It
had not participated in any meaningful sense,
despite the claims made, in the precinct caucuses
or other party processes. But 1 can attest that its
protest was as valid as any protest could possibly
be. Its members symbolized the objections of every
decent American to the utterly outrageous practice
by which the Mississippl Negro .8 systematically
and deliberately denied any meaningful voice or
participation in .the political process in his state

and community. The evidence showed beyond any doubt
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I am sure that every responsible civil rights
leader was profoundly troubled by the nature of
the ;lllo which bDore upon our activities on this

committee and in this convention. They knew all
too well the truth and the compelling morality of
the case presented by the Freedom Democratic Party.
But they also recognized that the rules and tradit!ons
of the Democratic Party had never accepted discrimi-
: nctLbn a8 & proper legal basis for obJecting to
the seating of a delegation. Indeed the tradition
was all to the contrary.
‘ And these legal propriet.es, it seems to me,
are extremely important. Por_of all the movements
that ought to be fastidious in following the
procedures of due process, none should be more 8o
than the human rights movement. [f the sheer force
1 of the majority had been used to over-ride the

precedent and the law of the onvention, then that

same force of power could be .sed to take those
gains from us in the future.

The final action proposed by the Subcommittee
and adopted by the Conventior has, from the first,
been labelled a compromise, This characterization
is unfortunate because it means that less than

Justice was done the Mississ:ppl Negro and that our




action was less than ideal.

The truth #* matter is that this was a
great victory for the Preedom Democrats and for
the mman rights movement.

Had the Freedom Party been seated in place

of the regular Mississippi Delegation, the result
would have been a serious blow to the future of
that movement, and a bitter victory.

We have to realize that the real solution to
the problem could not possibly be the creation of
two separate parties, one white and one black,
The recognition of the Freedom Democratic Party as

& separate party would have profoundly discouraged
any future efforts on the part of the Negro community
to force their way into and become a part of the
white community and its political structures. In

b3 short, recognition of the Freedom Democratic

Ay Party would have gerved to defest the very goal it
sought to achlieve.

Convention rules now make 't impossible for

the present Mississippi regular party to be seated.
But the saddest thing I can think of is empty
Mississippi seats at the 1968 Convention. What 1

want is to see those seats filled by a truly
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those we have told to seek
m n m political parties to gain

full participation in political life in their own
states. We can no longer tell the Negro Mississippian
4t any future conventions that he should go back

and right his way into the established political

party unless we make substantial and successful
efforts to open that party and maxe it avallable

o him,

The task of opening these parties to everyone
is in my opinion the most important matter on the
agenda for tbll creation of a great society.

In addition, one of the reasons why I felt it
was necessary to place emphasis upon participatior
in the state party was my growing concern over the
division, or lack of responsibility on the part of
iﬂl of the Negro protest leaders. Essentially the
leadership could only be described as a swirling,
fluid, often inconsistent force, which changed
almost hourly -- not knowing whether they wanted
to be a critical and vocal protest group outside
of the political party or a responsible element
within the party willing to accept some of the
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frustrations and complexities inrerent in politics.
I can say that I was somewhat d!sappointed in some
of the leadership that 1 saw and alsc very pleased
and inspired by some of the other leadersnlip.

We are paying a terrible price for continued
rejection of legitimate Negro claims to political
participation in the south. Purt of the price is
irresponsibility in some areas o' leadersnlp.

In addition, it is sadly true that some of those
who speak for human rights are demagzogues, or
guided by forces hostile tc humar righntis.

In the same way it seems !C me Lhat the
developrment of a mature and responeible leaderiiijg
in the Negro community in the south will be best
encouraged and assisted if the party s opur
them and they are required to win thelr spurs
there. This Qoal will be won wnen thelr complaints
must be directed at themselves as well as Lo otners,
and when their criticism mugt be temcered by thne
responsibility that goes with holding political
office or political power,

My argument is based on the view that lhe
health of thil country, that the deveiopment of

r&ignnniblo leadership of the Negro community,
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the need for the creation of & healthy b!-racial

political party can be served at this time only

if the Negro is required to participate ﬁnd resolve

his difficulties in his own state and within his

own political party.
But I must emphasize that time (s running out
in my argument:

we If the Regro is to be denled further
p;riiclpltibn in his political party,

«-=- If his legitimaté complaint L8 golng
to continue to be met py suggestions
that he wait,

wee Or that he will have arn cpportunity t

participate if he behaves,
=== Or that perhaps his grandchl]
participate ir they ell beohave,

then the time will shortly come whern Lhe only

honorable alternative is to say, "You have tried

and been denied,” or "We know that had you tried
you would have been denied, &nd, ‘herefcre, in Lh
1ntireutl of Jjustice and the .nterests of human
rights and to redress this m strous wrong, we have
no choice but to seat you as Ltre legitimate
representative of your state.” [f that happens it

will be a sad, sad day for all o!f us., My concern



is not for the sensibility of the masters of this
monstrous scheme Otrggirisltion, but for the future
health of the politlﬁ‘l party and for the creation
of a responsible Negro involvement in a desegregated
political party.

There is an old saying in politics and I think
it fits the situation here, that there may be a lot
of stupid politicians, put they all know how to
count.,

Any socliety which denies to people or a group
the right to be heard and to be represented by
brutality and coercion is almost by definition
a sick society. The problem with the Civil Rights
Act; as good as it il; is that so long as political
power is denied the Negro, the remedy avallable to
him for a violation of the Civil Rights Act will
remain inadequate until the officlals who administer
those laws are required to be responsive to the
Negro under pain of political reprisal. The
incentives now are entirely and almost completely
reversed. We have always seen in those states
where we have substantial Negrc voter participation
that there has been a marked and clear deviation

in favor of moderation in the field of human rights.




In Georgia, we have seen apen concern for racial
m and harwony in Atlanta and in the Governor's
nu.r - We saw W at the last National
‘Convention that the long used tactic of the south
of threatening to walk out was no longer an
effective ome. Indeed the states that walked
out, Mississippl and Alabama, were the only ores
in which the Negro had been repressed to the
extent that he was not yet & meaningful force.

It is fundamental to & healthy soci:ty that ifr
f:l the people are empowered to spesas out, and in a
meaningful way seek adjustments of thelr own

grievances, they can do a better Job than others
can d0 for them. This is the disease of the soutl!

today -~
w=« Negroes are denied the basic right of

| democrecy -- the right to vole, and
i thereby adjust their cwn grievances

I _ through the political process.

} What should we do? It seems to me that we

’ l-tt recognize that so long as the Administration
of voting laws is left in the hands of those who

.I : are openly and violently anti-Negro and indeed whose
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nq Ms dw upon the frustration of the Negro
Iﬁﬂl. our efforts are doomed tc ‘allure, Just as
‘many southern school districts have !rustrated
the decrees of thh Supreme Court in the t'i=ld of
school desegregation, so can they endleasly
frustrate the meaning of any de glions or aws
guaranteeing the rignt to vote,
| Therefore, this Congress must adopt leglslati

(tos

~=- Correct abuses .n tii» At=in strallon

of literacy teste, cip. la.lv where orioor

education has Seen so 4.8 rimi‘ratory tha
SUCh Lests Are themselves nrcasonal v,
or where they mv'u bee: Hvw
and do not apply equa. .y Lo preson:
registered whites,

-== Authorigze temporary el reetl stne
£0 $tep In whérc 'L 1. ¢s5tals fshed tial
the local registrer "a. dellberate’)
frustrated the regieteat on or aqual| fled
Negroes. 'OuMr objectice Is'rot 10 ¢ A
maAcslve federal apparsius _n%to U
but to provide a res

where abuses exist,
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-~~ Extend mtin’g guarantees to alil elections -
local, state, and federa .
In the last analysis;, it !® the local elected

official -- not the federal marsna. or federal judge -
who daily dlspenses justice ur .:justice to tne Negro,
It 14 the local Shexrirtl, the lo-al chlel of Police, inhe
local school poard members, the ooa:. vobing
i wWho set the pate in closing the claring gap briwee:
’ : federal "right® and local "praci ce" under wh
it that rignt ig denied,
‘ . ‘r We know that tLhe masters o sprrassion wiill

' continue thelir sordid eff'sr?.; af shac and duplicity,
intimidation, brutality, and murder, and we &now
that the many courageous leaders .o ‘he Nogro
community and in the human riprts movement wil]

-, : continue mul’ “fﬁﬂl to speRk out, %wo-protept,
:,‘5:?'” - and to d‘cmm l"ights of AL inG, e Lnow tnan

;' those whic would pervert the cousc F A !'.'.;':.;,5.3
B will continue to do #0 under <iv . lre of concern
Hj‘. for Regro treedmn. '

The only question is what =re Jdecent and

o honorable people who know better 'n tols land w 1l

'. v go. I would like to read from one of tne most



ﬁ” who were not opposed

gally in aympathy with me. . .
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- m power,
ﬂm. to which our community

‘ llbm &8s to a demoralization through

, ﬂ m to realize what is

m m in life. But whatever the
ﬂl e ﬁ m. of such servility and lack
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I am certain that many Hinnesotans were listening tenight
to the compelling message of our President, calling for strong
legislation in the field of voting rights. I have nyself called
for styong legislation in this field, and I an most happy to
see thet the President is calling for the sase reforms that I
have indicated as necessary in these last weeks.

The President's legislation would Tirst, apply the constit-
utlomal right to vote in all elections, state, federal, and
lscal. Second, it would eliminate the fraudulent and discriminatory
literacy test where used to prevemt the Negro fronm exercising
his comstitutional rights. Third, the President's mesgage
calls for the establishment of a system of Federal registrars,
in cases vhere walirfied Negro citisens have been denied
registration on discrininatory grounds.

I feel that these proposals are reasonable and are firm
enough to do the Job. I fully intend %o support them in the
Enited States Senate.

I know that you must have shered with me the feeling that
we were wiitnesg to history io the asking, and that this session of
Congress would see the attalnment of final sad complete participation
in the political life aof the South for the American Hegro. I am
confident that the Voting Rights Act of 1965 will be passed by the
89th Congress, and thet the President's firm support will guarantee
its passage.
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