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Western Ideas of Conservation 3 

Taft Says State Should 
Control Resources. 

PRACTICAL CONSERVATION 
SHOU LD BE AIM. 

Twin ' City Business Men Work i ng in 

t he Interest of Western States, 

Have M ade Great Progress in Se· 
curing a Strong Western Represent­

ation at the Com ing Conservat ion 
Congress. 

T he T wi n Cities sent a delegation 
to Beverly, Mass., 'headed by Gover­
nor E'be~hl8J't of Minnesota, for the ex­
press purpose of i nviting President 
Taft to ,be the guest of honor 'at the 
coming congress. 

I n replying to the invitation ex­
ftem:Ie.d by the governor, PI'eS!ident 
Taft gave expression of his v i ews on 
cODsel'Yation, wtbioh are of geenral ill­
terest at this time as the voices the 

sentiment of tbe West, wbich is an 
en'couraging phase of the con serva­
tion question. In replying, President 
Tatit said: 

" 1 feel surG that everything "FQuld 
lie satisfactory," said the preSident. 
" I 'hald a -confer ence with Mr. ·Wbite 
and M,.. Baker 'Yesterday. I am inter­
osted in c(;nservation in a practical 
way, It is a question of the utml:ost 
importance and one that is very diffi­
cult to solye, I 'believe that we ough t 
to encolLt'age ca.'Pital -to develop our 
na.tiona,1 rE-SourCe3', 'hut t'he state 
should rdways main tain Its cont;:o1. I 
fully appreciate Dhe importance of uhe 
congress an.d t he ends i t is str iving 
fOI', The d iOOll&3iou'S .glhouJd 'be i n­
is'tructive and 1H'actlcal , for we need 
all the useful information obtainable 
in dealing with this subject, It is only 
by tentativ-e legislation and amend­
Illenlt that we may Ihope to get the 
des,ired results, 1 tuJly appreciate the 
honor you c10 me by coming wU the 
way frOTn Minnesota to extend tfrJ.is 
invitation and I sincerely hope that 
I may be a.ble to attend,"-Pioneer 
Press, Aug. 2, 1910. 
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4 Western Ideas of Conservation 

Borah Objects to 
Tied-Up Resources 

West ern S en at or Registers V igorous 
Protest A gai nst Lockin g U p 

Asset s of t he W est . 

STA N DS FOR STATE'S RIGHTS. 

Every Yea r of Too Rigid Conservat ion, 
He Ins is t s, Retards Prog ress 

and Development. 

Washin.gton, .Tune '20.-"W'll'at w,e 
want is a sane, pra-ctical conservatlon 
policy, unciel' reasonable regulation, 
pemnittin.g t.h:e development of our 
natural resources in accordance winh 
nhe nattll'a] laws of progress and 
industrial g·rowth," dec1a'red Senator 
BOl'l3.:h, in addressin,g ttJhe ;senate to· 
day durin.g the considenanion of con­
SCT'v'R'tion legislation . 

Mr. BO'l'a:h -s.poke as t'he 'champion 
of the W est. 

"It would [be a lmagnificent scheme, 
indeed," he ex:elaiJmecl, "to compel the 
W',hoJe great West to hold its vast re­
SOUz,ces in i(l~eness, 'depriv.e it.:!30 tPeo]jle 
O'f rf1leir enjoyyment ,and ltse and .com­
pel them to Vay liri'bute to those re­
sources of whioh you have t 'aken pos­
session here in the lEast and devel­
oped at your own free WIlIL" 

Pleads f o r Equa lity. 
.contending that it was a violation 

of every prindple of tbe constitution 
to wit!hbold rpower sites from tlhe u.se 
of the western sta.tes, Mr. BOTOO in­
quired: 

"lof Illinois 'Or Massa('lh~lsetts re­
ceives thoUisands or even millions of 
dollars a'S a revenue for their wa:ter 
power and Id,alho ,receives nothIng, 
but, on the obher hand, pRyS mil lions 
into the federal treasury, is there 
e,quality lB.mong the states?" He said 
that bhe .contention that natrn'al re­
sources in a state ,belonged to all the 
people of tbe Undted States 'Was all 
right in theory, but that in pnactice 
it was utterly untrue. 

"OUT l)l')'\tJer sHes do not in any 
sense of tlhe term !belong to the peo­
ple of New Englan d or New York," 
continued the /Senator. "TIlley are to 
be utilize'j , by those who maks them-

selves citizens of t;he ,state '~nd join. 
with others in trying 00 build up a 
oollllIl1Dmvealth. " 

He ru'lgued tha.t it had never Ibeen 
the theory of the govenl'ment that 
t hese res'Oul'ces should .be utilized as 
a TeVl<.~UQle-vroducing praposition, 'but 
they were for the Ibenefit of all the 
lpeople. "But," ·he said, "1Jhe people 
crJ1U'8t come within the ·sta.te in "Order 
to >avail themselves 'Or the 11se and 
·benefit." 

Non-U se Not Conse rva ti on. 
"Every water '})'Ower s'ite unused, 

looked up in idleness and dnactivity 
'when there are loomlJllIlmities to serve, 
is la subtraction from the sum of 
human hatPpineSos and Iprosperity," he 
conUnued. 

"E-very piece of 'land which will 
produce the n·ecessaries of life cItedi­
cated by law to non-use, inoorpa'rated 
in a reserve and deI]ied to 'settlement, 
is a.n extra burden upon ev,ery 'lUan 
willo ,buys the necessaries of life. 

"Every year in wlhich thousan.ds of 
feet 'Or ripened .}umrber are permitted 
to rot and fall jn the r eserves you 
are .stealing something from the hu­
man race that belongs ta it, and every 
year trhat t.he great caal 'beds of the 
Pacific slope ga undeveloped it costs 
tl~is ,government its extr a mill ians to 
send -coal around to the Pacific, !bur­
dens evelT citizen in that part 'Of 
the oountry wit1h exorlbitant ·freight 
ohanges, and puts extra million.g into 
the hands of eastern coal companies 
woho 'are delighted ta ·see this go an." 

P ro p hes ies Its Re jec ti o n. 
"I prophesy that suoh a ·policy will 

he rejected in th.e en~. W'hat we 
want is lILO'!'e farmel'S ,an,d better 
farmo:; , more homes t3nd better homes." 
he added. 

"'TIh.e V\,Test ·has bel' fight to make 
in the industrial world," said Mr. 
Barruh in ,concl111Sion. "She has ,to tali:e 
care of her people ·and furnJ:sh pros­
perity for those wlho COiIlle rumong us. 
Tlaxes must be rai.sed ta sustain ooun­
ty and state gaV!ernmen.ts. With one­
~Wrd of our 'State in a foreg,t reserve, 
with our settlers being driven from 
our state inta Canada, with our power 
sites tied up, w1bh the resaurces 
W'hiclt Ibelong to thO'Se who are willing 
ta taloo :bold of them and develop 
t·hem taken f r'Om 'lLS, the outIool{ is 
not encou;·aging."-Idaha Pres's. 
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Western Ideas of Conservation 5 

Gov. Norris of Montana 
For Conservation. 

SAYS NATURAL RESOURCES NOT 
NATION AL RESOURCES. 

Now T ime fo r Action. 
"It lha..<; occurred to me that so fiat· 

the consen ration movement has Ibeen 
lal'gely sentimental. The development 
of sentiment for conservation ·has, in 
my opinIon, been most wise and has 
sp.r ve.c1 a splendid purpose. 

"But the time has now arrived, 
I rt:hink, when something practical 
should take the place of sentiment. In 
Montana, for instance, we have Ibeen 
doing something towards' oonse:rving 
those resour ces wdth WlhiCih a J,ind 
pl'ovldenrce has endowed us. We 
recognize that the conservation of 

. forests i s very necessary, !both fram 
the shndpoint of furn ishing lumlber 
and t.o preserve those na:tural reser­
vnir.s bullded by nature. We cannot 
see any r eason, however, to use for 
reforestation purposes those lands 
especially adrupted t o the growing of 
agricul turaJ ·and Ihorticul tural crops. 

"'1'herefore, the wioh,holdin.g from 
set.tlement and cul ti~ation of ,those 
lands moot suHable for agricultural 
purposes cannot. in my jud.gment, 
serve the most val u·able economic 
ends. S'uO'h l ands a.s are more vaIu­
ahle for a:griculture than for !'eforest­
ation 'SJlOuld ·be open to settlement. 

"If t'he la'J1ge volume of lands in 
fores-It r eserves in Montana were 
opened and cultivated, th ey would 
produce each year agr ipultural crops 
of a va lue equal to that w hich can 
be produ ced not less than f ifty years 
when devoted to forests . 

Devote to Best Use. 
" Th e practical thought J wish to 

CO'll'Vf!y i s. tlhat land'S shlOuld be u sed 
fOr f·hp, purposes whiCh would bring 
out thp.ir itighest 'ProductiYe qualit:ies. 
Thi"' . T t:bin1k, would be a practical 
con~erv:J. lion of forest s. 

"We reaJir.e t'hat the growth of tim­
ber i'''; imrlOrtant. The better idea 
W'ou1ld he to sell ott the timber from 
tJhese prod uctive agricultural land.s, 
which are now in forest r eserves. -and 
to use the money in pUl"ohasing for 

forestry punpos.es lands in tbM /) sec­
tions \V1hc l'e agricultl1l1al production 
would not ,be so great. 

"<'Dh is would serve the dOUlble 'l)ur­
pose of using the lands 1€lS<S' valuable 
aiS a.griol!lLural ground for a more va l­
l<tS;h le pur'pose and of using t he valu­
able ag ricultural land s of Montana 
for a purpose that would y ield greater 
retur ns. 

"We also ,have in Montana an im­
r.lens'e am.ount of water power that 
can be dev eloped at a Teasonable ex­
IPCUSJe. Water flowing in str eams in 
western states belongs to the state 
In which it is si tuated. Power sites, 
when situro.ted on government lands, 
belong to the federal government. 
WaLeI' anI(} power si tes should be 
united in a common own&r ship. 

" My j udgmen t is that the govern­
ment ~hould collvey its si tes to the 
15t.ates, bu t under such conditions, as 
to furnish a guarantee rthlat the states 
could not fritter aw;a,y bhe:ir rlg.hls 
La private interests wlithout adequate 
consi.t:leratlon. Even then tlhe states 
should reserve the right to regulate 
lhe pri ces ('iIarged to cou.sumel'6 for 
wa.ter. 

" The Montana idea is t hat the 
state.s should own, dis~e of and 
r egulate tJ1e dis DOSiat of natural r e­
sources situated in t he state and t hat 
th e state can dis:pose of these r e­
SOU1'ces more w isely than the federal 
governmen t can or wilt. The experi­
ence of the tROlt few years has demon­
~.trate(l that the st.ates have 'fri ttered 
;J.wa,.y fe\\~eJ' of their resources than 
h!fis th'3 fEderal goverrument. 

" Personally, I am a. s trict oon ser­
vation ist and believe that the states 
and not 1.11e fede!"a l government 
$thou-lr] own, con trol and dispose of 
all nat 'l rat l'esou,rce':J'. I hliv'9 every 
SYIllllJ.a1'lhy with th~ whQ have 
lll'ged con~ervation and di ffer from 
them !'ather in met·hods. 

"I havp- no Ipatience with certaJn 
conoSerYatl(Jnists who would wl bhdrRw 
OUI' resour ces f rom reasonable pres­
C!1t develOlP'm.en t -and use. We owe 
much ,to fu ture ~eneration'S, l)ut we 
owe more to the present ones. 

"Take, :hut do not. destroy; use. but. 
{lo llOt wUf.l te--this Slhoul d govern In 
the di Slposltion of Our natural re­
SOli f.ce~ . 

. " 1 cannot agree that natural re­
sources are national resources, as 
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Western Ideas of Con ser vation 

some of t hose li vi ng in the East seem 
t o hold. T hey have ea t en t heir cak e 
and now wa nt some of ou rs."- Havre 
Plain-de"aler. 

W EST SH OUL D BE RE PR E SE NTED. 

The West should send strong men 
to t 'ile National Conserv,ation Con­
gress to mMt in St. Paul in Sep­
temlber. 'l'ihe East Slhou] d be made 
to "l1nderstand there i s ~nobhe r ;side to 
tlhe Ques tion tha n the one 'Presented 
by Pinchot and Ganfteld. 'Dhe pro­
.ceedings will be fully reported in the 
Fre~ s and it is important that the 
attitude of the "\\7est be clearl y and 
fOflCf'fully expl ained. Ecboes of the 
BaJl inger-Pinchot fight >are pretty Slire 
tc rtle heard at tlhe ICOngress. T here 
will be speak ers to assert that the 
"inter ests" are trying to gdlJhle up all 
t.he natural '"eS(mrces of the country 
and th~t the rpeorple1s !Jroperty sbouJd 
be conserved fOr the peo.p le. Pinohot 
and h is followers have been trying to 
make the citizen thin l, he will be 
r iche'l' If the fed1eraJ g.overnment main­
tains contl'ol of coal m 'i nes and water 
power s and timber lands. 1'hore i s 
no dCllllbt that the all.peal has Ibeen 
ef'fec1.i\"e in many pafits of the coun­
try. 

'Dhe peopl e most drlrectly affected 
are the Ipeople wlhose homes ·ar e in 
t he statps from th e Rocky M ':)Untains 
west to the Pacific ocela n or in Al aslka. 
Gpnerally they do not aptprove of Pin­
CI~ot.i som, h ut they 'have had an incon­
spicllous part em the programs of t.he 
conservation cot'gre3Ses and the East 
does not l!nderstand how the W est 
fee ls on the matter. 

Pi nchot has undertaken to fill the 
program for the St. Patti meeting 
with speal,ers w,ho are of bis way of 
thln.king, Governor Eber.hart of Min­
nesota r ealizes the unfairness of 'hav­
i ng ibut one sjde r eprpsented and has 
asked Pinc'hot to mod ify the program. 
At last I'eports PinlCJ:lDt held that it 
was 100 late to mal,e c'hanges. But 
he will be forced to give the ot her 
side a 'bem'jog whether ·he will or no, 
if the ot-!1er sWe demands the rigJl t 
to .be hoa.rd, Western states should 
demand tbe right and exercise it. Tbe 
alJ lest men shoul d be sent to tlhe St. 
Pall l congress and they should let the 
coun try lmow t'hat the 'Vest is in-

tensely op;POsed to being dea1l wdth as 
a possession. ' 

No defiTtile conservation policy bas 
yet been al>l)roved Iby congr ess. The 
president has been authorized to with­
draw l ands from "entry. but tb~t is 
practically all that 'has ib:een done by 
congress. The 'big question is >still to 
be fough t Oll t ane wihat is done by 
congr ess will depend i n lar ge meas­
ure \lIpan w·hat the 1pOOfPIe t:hink should 
be done. It is of Viital importance to 
the W est tJhat the OOl1 ste:rv·ation c()1l­
gress 'be altended by representatives 
WllO 'have first-hand knowledge of our 
l't;!SOlll'lCes and ar e in sYllIlpathy with 
OUl' efforts to develop the 'couotry.­
'.Dacoma L edger, July 13. 

Congress Should be 
Broad-Carter 

Conservation Meet s Best Interests 
Dem and H earing f o.r A ll , Says 

Senator f rom Montana. 

HE ADVOCAT ES RATI ONAL USE. 

Insists Settl eme l, t of Farmin'g L ands 
Shou ld Not Be Re t arded, 

W hen Mr, Cartel' was asked for an 
inter view in reganI to the coming 
conservat.ion congress, ,he hesitated a 
bit and then in a good-Ilatured way 
P'l'Oceedect. 

"I tni'st the apP),{laching conser va­
tion congress Imay lbe conducted on 
broa'(l 'and liberal l ines with a view of 
sE'l"Ving the pl1blie interes ts of 3111 the 
pec.wle V,"lJo are i n ter ested in the 
movement. '1'h.e 'People will look to 
the congress for th.e announcement of 
definite- alld practical c()nclus ions. 

Shou ld Hear Gov ernors. 
"The r eport CUTrent that the gov­

E'rnOI'S of 1 he pulblic land states will 
be given l illle o r no opportunity to be 
beard cannot be credited. The gov­
ernor s of ()IlIl' common weal th'S, built 
wibhi n t he IpUlbli'C land coun try, ar e 
f2.mlilal' wllJh oondi llons, and I assume 
they w ill 'be c011dially recei ved in 
coullsel. T heil' exclusion f r om f·ul l 
and f.ree discllss:ion of IProblems of 
great interest to the people th·ey rep­
resen.t cannotlbe contemplated b-y any-
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W estern Idea s of Conservation 7 

body. 'I' he rigJhts of solateg llI1eler the 
constitution must be respected and 
the s ta tes thrave a rigllt to be heard 
in any r epresentative assembly organ­
ized to deal w i th questions affecting 
them. The last session of congress 
made rtefinite progress in authorizing 
the l'E.'IServation of lCOal deposits in 
lands patented to agricu ltural claim­
ants and ill authorizing the fPresident 
to ,,'iitJh(h 'aw pUlblic lands from ent r y 
an el £.e.tUement as in his judgment nhe 
publiC' welfare may from time to time 
require. 

T imber Lands P rotected. 
"All of the public tim'ber lands, or 

practically all, are now embraced in 
forest reservations, and therefore re­
moved from private ownerS'hlp or con­
trol. The control of nou-navigabl e 
stream':! is in the states where .g.1l'ch 
f;treams eXlist, 'and no s,uch st r eam in 
any !'iItate can rbe controlJet'\ by t'he 
fc(1eral government except for pur­
poses of uavigation. With the for'est 
lands and the coal deposits protected 
and the non-navigable waters remain­
ing nuclel' the guaridanship of the 
states , there remain:s little to be ac­
comlpli':!hed in the way of legislation 
excep·t. to a.mend the laws providing 
fa!' ~he disposition of agricultural 
l ands and tbe r eser ved coal deposits. 

"(xmgre.s.-s will t ake thooe questions 
II p at 1h e next seSlS ion. and I th ink a 
solution will 'be reached i n harmony 
with tbe conservation sentiment of 
the countlj'. T hose who would abridge 
01' retard Lhe settlement of our agri­
cultura l pU!blic land must yield their 
viewR, fer thlis is a llOme builders' 
counl}'.\'. 

Rec laim Old Land. 
"T wOUrld li\;:e to see th e con serva­

t ion COngl'eSoS dir ect some attention to 
t.he r eclamation of the worn out and 
"I:lbancloued lands of the older states 
llehve(m Maine a nd Flol·ida. There 
"I:re millions of acres of lands along 
anI' e'J.!':ten~ coast. wlbhln easy reach 
of markets, \Vih,ich should be reclaimed 
and made available for homes. The 
encouragement of scientific farming, 
even ;n the rich V'alJey of the Mis­
SiSiiippi, can do m uC!h tOWL31'd increas­
ing the yield per acre, and ther efore 
the wealth a.nd comfor t of the 1)oople. 
Hat.ioll<'ll \15 e is the hig-hest form of 
oonse!·vation ." - St. Paul Pioneer 
Press, .July 15. 

Gov. Hay of Washington 
Writes to Gov. Eber­
hart of Minnesota. 

PROTE ST IS VO IC E D. 

Northwest, He Says, Fee ls Compete nt 
t o Settle Conservatio n Problems. 

Replying to an invitation from the 
(>xecutive secretary of the National 
Conservation congress to arppoint fif­
teen delegates to t·he coming sessi.on 
of bhe congress in St. Paul, Governor 
Hay voices a protest agains t the IDa­
ternal attitude of tbe F.aat toward the 
\Vest in the matter of conservation 
o( nalural resources. His letter is as 
follows : 

"I am in receipt ot your cil'lcular 
requesting tbat I 3lPpoint fifteen dele­
gR.te~ to attend the Nationa.J Conser­
yntion congress to Ibe h eld in St. Paul, 
Selptemlbel' G to 9 inclusive. I will be 
pleased to ac-cept your invitation to 
appoint delegates to this congress, 
provi ding that at least one delf'gate 
from this state be given a prominent 
place \lIpan the program and the cour­
tes.y of the convention for one 'tour, 
or ISO much t hereof as he may desire. 

"\,Ve of Lhe .far West ,believe In con­
sC'!·v·at.ion all'd conserv·atiou p!'inc iples , 
hut. we do object most sll'en UOi.lsly to 
the proJ}Osed plan some of our eastern 
fdenrls h ave for the admini stration 
of these nat.ural resources. 

41ft may seem ver y strange to our 
f'tlstern brotJlrers, but, nevertheless, 
the fact remains that we or the 
Norbbwest feel tha,t we are more loom ­
.potent to determjne how a Uf nat ural 
l'e-3tl Il l'ces ,Sihall 'be develop.ed or han­
dJNl than men who live bh ree tllou­
~'and miles away and who cannot in 
the natur e of things be convers.an t 
wilh all the .conditions existing l1ere." 
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8 Western Ideas of Conservation 

Gov. Hay Calls Confer­
ence at Salt Lake. 

Asks Governors t o Present U nited 
Front o n Issue of Conserva tion . 

RESOURCES A RE MENACED. 

Conference at Sa lt Lake Suggested to 
Formuli!te Plans to Resist Aggres­
s ion-States Have Right!;; to Con­
sider. 

Olyrrn:pia, WaSJh., Aru,g. 2.-(SpeciaJ). 
-Urging joint 8Jction by western 
states. that ,tJheir resources may not 
be despoiled and their right to '<level· 
Ollment be not disregarded, Governor 
Hay has sen t letters to the gQvernors' 
of th8. Roeky Mountain anod Pacific 
Coast ~tates, askin:g them to meet to 
forsmnlate ,a plan 'by w:hich tJh,e s·tat es 
mruy wor!" togefller for the mutual 
interests or t heir commonwealths. 
Governor Hay suggests Sal,t Lake 
City RS t he pla;ce of meeting and be­
tween August 5 and 15 ,as t-he time. 

GDve rnol' Hay's letter is 3.icldressed 
to tlhc governors of Oregon, Oa,lifor­
nia, Utah, Nevada, Wyominrg and Mon­
tana.. It ('aUs attention to the efforts 
being made ,by certain radical con­
servationist.s to raise a sectional ques­
tion, '\~hi('lh he deplores, but 'he ur.ges 
the n e('essity for shmV'ing to the East 
that there is a western view tJh>a t is 
both legal and right. 'Dhat a delib­
erate ruttcn'pt is Ibeing made to 'oottle 
\lP t'he water power,s, water . coal anI{} 
t.im'ber areas !Rnd to retard their dte­
veTopmen t ,seems patent, he says. The 
let-tel' follows : 

"The gove'rnons O't' nhe statesi having 
been invited to appoint delegates to 
the comi ng session of the National 
Con-servation Oongress, whi ch ,Is to be 
~eld in St. Paul in Septe.mber, and the 
citi7.em; of our states bein.g most di­
rectly affercted, I arm impel1ed by the 
tmpol'tnu('e of tbe subject to u s to 
take nbe libsrty of add ressing this 
letter t.o you. 

Attempt at Robbery Made, 
'~Th.e attitude of certain e8lStern 

leaders of the conservation movement 

is alarming to many of tthe people 
of the 'State of 'WtaSihingtoD', of w,hose 
area, as y()u know, rbetween one­
fQlUl'th and one-third is included in 
federal forest reserves. It looks to 
me like a 'deliberate attempt to rob 
the west.ern states of t'he control of 
their naturaJ reSOurces and <have them 
admin istered f'rom V\'ashington city 
by bureau officials for the benefit, 
nomimtlly, of the Icounty at la11ge in­
stead of tha t of the stateS! wherein 
t.hese resour'ces rare located. "l"hat 
there is a delibel"a te attempt up<>n 
t,be part of 'Some of the leaders of 
this moverr~ent 'and of les'S -disinterest­
ed persons bebind tbem to bottle up 
0111' water powers, water, coal and 
timber a'reas, and to retard the ir de­
velopment , seems patent to us. 

"The €"wstern m.en beb!illd tbi-31 con­
servation Imovem.ent. have so extolled 
trbe benefi,ts to aecrue from biaving tbe 
resou rcC:.'!S of tIle west.ern states admin­
istered at the national 'capital f0'r the 
rbenefit, as they say, of all of the peo­
ple of the union, and have g'O e nlarged 
urpon the wealt'h and reSOUl"'Oes of the 
Mounta in and Coast sta1tes, tbat they 
h-ave callsed va.ry many of Ollr ea:stern 
frienrls uctuaUy to believe that they 
all have an int.erest in the weaJt.h of 
the westl':l'll states, a nd almost to be­
lieve that 'bhey will 'Shortly r eceive a 
bank check of nlO small proportions as 
t.h(> ir persoua~ s11'are, 

Leaders Go Too Fa r. 
"The conservation movement as it 

was initialed was ti rn ellY and a good 
thing for the country, But a ·few of 
t.he leaders of tbi.s movement appa r­
en tly .have Ibooome so intoxicated with 
~he Ipower {,1hey once possessed that 
they wllI Ibrook no interferen.ce with 
their ,schemes, but gaso far as deJib­
-erately to attempt to ruin a ny man 
v,r,ho 'Stan{l'S in th'eir W"3'Y, a·s ev idenced 
hy recent events. 

" I am a thorough believer in co n· 
servation and in the principles of con­
servation, but I am just as firml y co n­
vinced that we who are on the ground 
are at least as competent, if not . more 
so , to handle our own resources and 
say how they shall be developed as 
even th e head of a bureau located 
3,000 miles distant f rom us, a nd we 
believe these resources should be ad­
ministered by and for the states 
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w h erei n t hey are locat ed. 
"A contmuous caompaign of educa· 

tion by interested pel'$Ons has ,been 
carried on so persistently for a series 
of years, including not only the so­
callen 'mnck-rakers,' but many more 
res-peetable organs of 'Opinion, as to 
have led to a very general belief in 
scates other th~an OUl'S chat there is 
only one just and rlghtoous view of 
ccmser vation. Li tJUe 01' nothing 1has 
been done or said-except by a num­
ber of wes tern 'Senators and congress­
men on Ilhe floor of congress w.here, 
of course, they 'ar e in a bopeless mi­
nority-to s how to the E ast that there 
Is a western view that is both legal 
and right. 

Qu estion Not S ect ional. 
" In con lrasting the eastern and 

western views, I do not intend to 
ra ise a secUonal question. That is 
something, i t seems to me, certain 
rMiica,l conservationists would Ibe glad 
to force upon UiS. We, of the West, 
want no less action for the common 
good than the men of t he East desir.e, 
bnt t:hJat the western states have legal 
and soveTelgn rlglhts is somet h.'ing 
that certain eastern men have tried to 
obs.o l1re. JUo$t w'hat tilese ri gth t:s aTe 
and the views corucerning them which 
Sh'Oll ld Ibe Ipresented at St. Paul are 
sll,bjects, it ,seems to Ime, th'at the 
gmrerl1Ol'S of the ,states miglht discutSoS 
to bhe 11l1lturul benefit of >themselves 
and their states. Even this very 
month an effor t is, being made through 
eastern med iums of P'llblicity to force 
candidates fOr congress to rput them­
s'elves in a position to becQme part 
despoilers ot tlle resources that are" 
an integral OP8'l"t of and, as we believe, 
belong to the we.c:;tern land states 

"So thOI'Oll gh~y satisfied 'am I that 
our 'peorpl c wiSih t he western view to 
find ex pression, that I am addressing 
this letter to the governors of t he 
Roel,:,>, Mountain anld Coas t states, to­
wi t.: Orf'obOn, California, Utah, Mabo, 
N evada, Wyoming, Montana, to sug­
gest I,hlnt a confer ence of governors 
of theRe states ,be heJd befoTe the 
del egrubeos are al)fI)Ointed to the Na­
tional Co nse rvation Congress, in order 
tlh-a-t some plan may be 'Outlined 
wh erehy all the ,states Interested may 
wori{ tQgether to 1)l"OOeI'Ve thei r rights 
and to protect their interests SQ far as 
legit imate concert of action may ,be 

had . 
Confe rence Is Suggest ed. 

"As t he time is shQrt, may I sugges t 
th at you wire me 'upon r ecei pt of rtlis 
letter whether you look at t his tmat­
tel' 'as we do in ohe state of WaSihi ng· 
ton, a nd, if SQ, if you woulld be will­
ing t o attend a confer en.ce, say some 
ti me between the 5th and 15th of 
AuguoSt?" 

THE GOVERNOR . CONFERENCE. 

Governor Hay. of Washington·, dla's 
issued :t call for a conference of west­
ern governQrs to formulate plans for 
joint RCtiOU before the National Oon­
servation Cong ress, to ·be held in St. 
Paul in. September. The PlnehQtian 
movement ,tbat has cau sed this pro­
posed organization for defen.se, in the 
language of Governor Hay. has t)1e 
fijppearance of "a deliberate attemJPt 
to rob the western states of the con­
t rol of their n atural r eSOUfices and 
have them administered from Wa.Slh· 
ington city by bureau Officials for the 
benefi t nomin:ally ot the country at 
large, im~tead of bhat of the states 
wherein l ht-se r esources are located." 
No fair-minded individlla .1 who has 
tak en the t roulble too gi ve t!his im­
PQrtant malter study can fail t o agree 
with Govemor Hay in bis s,tatement 
that "we ,,1111(} are on the ground la l "16 

,at least as competent, if not mQre SQ, 
to ·lta.ndle our own resources and s'ay 
how they shall ·be c1 eevloped as even 
the h ead of a bureau located 3.000 
miles distan t fmm uos, and we believe 
th ese resour.ces shou.ld be rud.m iuis· 
rter ed hy a nd fOor the states w,berein 
they are lQcated." 

The proposed conference () f the 
governers o f the strate::; most affected 
by t'he blight e f PincilOtism is of the 
1.1tmost imlI)Ortance. fol' the reason 
ohat unless some concer ted 13ction is 
taken t o thwart t.he plans of the east­
ern fa(l cUsts and the g reat landowner s 
who. are slanding behind them, we 
shall find the Oonservation, Congr ess 
" pruckec1 " 'agalns't bhe wes tern men. 
'Phe diligent ca1mp,a,!IgI1 of mi sr eJYI'& 
sentation whlooh hlas ,been cOnd'uc:-ted 
by the PinchQts, Garfield'S and bhei r 
army of satellites and ffiluok~'akel's in 
the East qlas l ed many people to be­
lieve tha.t there is an economic ad· 
vantage in bottling up the wate r 
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10 Western Ideas of Conservation 

power and 'wal, timrber an!d agricul­
tUl'a,j jan{1s ot the West. 

'Co-ooe people have appropriated all 
of the government lana and watel' 
powers ill the East without tJhe ,Ves t 
SJ.1!.."I.r..lng 11l ally manner in the lbene­
fits accruing. it 1'5 now IProposed to 
r.a.ke away trom ,the wes.tern people 
lnnds w.bloh are n<eeded fOr settlers 
anu homebuHdel's, an{l JOCK them U'lJ 

for the alleged benefit of futUre gen­
erations. 'lhe East never displayed 
any high regard for future genera­
tions. will'e n it was develv'l>ing t,be 
country 'by tJhe simple all!d lHlItunal 
proces.s ot clearing the land and t .u.U· 
yating it. and making use o f the 
water poweflS. Then wlby should lJhe 
'~Test be denied the same privilege? 
It is, of COllJ',SJe, to the ,a;dvra'u.tage of 
the eastern coal 'ba'rons tJhat the corul 
resources o[ AJ'aska s'hould re main 'Un­
d'eveloped while the government 
SllendG millions in buying -coal on th'~ 
AtJautic seaboard and sihipping it to 
the Pa-cific Coast. The owners oC Ule 
big land grants are alsl() 1!avoralble io 
the Pin<:,hDt po licy ot -conservation, fOr 
it de'pl'ives th-e iuteruding Isettler of a 
cheap llome on g'()vernment Janel an·d 
forces .him Lo IHl l'chase from the large 
holders at a high figure. 

These a·re SOllie of bhe :-ea.sons wh y 
the West opposes the Pinchot policy, 
and why, if t!herc is to be a tail' dis­
cussion a t the Nartional CCll1servation 
Congress, tJhe western state3 should 
be ,propel"ly represented. ' Neither 
Washingtoll, Oregon, 1101' any Df bhe 
western state3' most vitally interested 
ca.n eXipect a pl-qper presentation Df 
their side by del€@a:tes ,selected by the 
friends of the Pill.chot bureaucracy. 
Unl€'lss the West is gua.ranteed fair 
treatment at the S81ptember meeting, 
it would be better that it remlS.in un­
I'epresentcd at l1he meeting. There is 
every reason for Ibeiioeving that a con­
ferell'ce 011 :the lines 'SllCh as is swg· 
gesterd in GoverllDr Hay's call would 
s~l.ow the \Ve3,t -standing unanimously 
against the ea'Stern conservation 'Pro­
paganda and prepared to resist the 
aggression ot the East in a field 
""Moh is extolusively western.-The 
Oregonian, Portland, Ore., A·ugust 4, 
1910. 

PINCHOT"S PLATITUDES. 

Mr. Pinchot, oracle of the "conser­
vation" that takes wesltem lands away 
from western people, Ihas a choice 
repertOire of pharses, wi th which 'he 
leads eastern fu lk astr8lY from !ilie 
oLdest of American prscepts~that the 
people own the natul'al resources who 
dwell near th.em and whose use of 
t hem makes their value. 

wcal control wi bhin tlh:e common­
weaJth has always Ibeen the rule and 
ban)it of. the American people in their 
lts'e of forests, streams. lands and min· 
r->rals. 'l'b is lpolicy has not ruined th e 
COlUltlT; on the oontrary,it 'has mad e 
cac:h state st'l'ong and wealthy in t urn. 
Now cOomes Mr. PinchDt with his "new 
Idea ," declaring 1Jha:t people Df tb>e 
East and not peopJe of the West 
"own" the resour,ces of the West. and 
t'hat eastern folk should "regulate" 
these t'e;Bources wit·hout regard for 
thf) plll'poses of western 'Progress , 
Mong with this idea. Pinchot and h is 
imitators con.ju're a lot of palaval'ing 
platitlloe,s. The fo l1 owing are sa.rn­
pIes. delive-I'ed by this apostle of 
\yesteTn non-use at Kansas Oity Jast 
Friday before the Knife and Fork 
clwb: 

'''Phis new s'ch001 (Dr politics) will 
decide whether the country shall be 
gDvernec1 by money for profit or by 
men fOI" human welfare." 

"I a.m for the man who puts man 
above j'he dollar, p l"ogres.s aloovo6 reo 
aCit,ion ," 

"I don't he li e-ve th,at wtbat was good 
enough for Dl1l' fathers is good enough 
for UR.'" 

"I believe the sa,lvation Df a nation 
lies in not being g'8Jtisfied." 

"The American people are t ired of 
bein g Tilled 'by ,a small selected body 
of mPH whose motto is acol1lffi'ula­
tiDn:' 

'r hesp JJhl'nses ,can be addressed to 
auy sirle of any qnes tion in politiC's , 
r[~hey s lIggest no practical solution of 
falsp. con,sen'3Ition fior western /U,eople. 
T,hey a re oonguie-rolIing and ear-fill­
ing. tJh at is all , 'Dbe sentiments in 
them fl:'e sh ared unanimolls1y ' hy all 
west.ern neQple. But that they should 
'be tUI'Ilf'1rl against t·he desires and pur-
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Western Ideas of Conservation 11 

J.)OSes of wostem citizeoo, to bolster 
up a scheme of governmental Sl)olia· 
Lion of wcstern peol>l e is pr eposterous 
and ahSoul'd. 

Tbis business mal'ks Pinohot as ra 
polilical charl atan and rdemagQgue, 
danger ous to tbis part of the nation. 
It i~ 8, business that h as broug ht bim 
into clash with western moen as to 
tlhe pl"Oceedings of <the forthcoming 
ConseJ'vMiol1 c<mgr ess lin St. Paul. 
It Ihas cauHed Govel'llor Hay of the 
state of Wasbington to protest against 
monopoli 1.aLion of the ]lrogl'am in St. 
1 alii by tlh is Pindhot m enruce to west· 
ern pmgrees, J t Jl'as raised a genel'31 
furore in the W'est against Lhl'eatene(i 
pl'ed€lminance of t h e Conservation 
congrC5'$ b~' Pinchot. The ex-forester 
haa replied by declaring these pro­
tests to be attacks wpon "con~erva­
lion," and his own conservation the 
only fit k ind to ,be considered. 

CitizC'ns of Oregon, Washington, 
Idalho and other states should control 
the Il~e 'Of resources within their bor· 
deI'S. 

That is the constitution and the law 
of t,he lanel. Pin chot and Garfield de­
nounce acl'"ocates of such local cont r ol 
ne; foos nf the people and friends of 
the " in tel'E'>sts." T.b!is is cheap clap· 
tnl j) or thei r s. Citi1.ens of th i s part 
of t,hp. nation are as fully 'awake to 
SChfflYlP.R of m.onoJ)Ol y an d greed as 
are PI I'I:::.~ot. Garfield and their fol­
lowe!·s. T hey are not thieves of tlbe 
pwb1ic ,domain as thette men have 
painted the:u. 'T'hey want resources 
ut.llized for the -best ptlJ'D<>Se3 of the 
people within the states, not loc.ked 
up to Ruit the fad'S and w'billliS of goy. 
ernmental bureaus. 

Ci t-lzens of the new states cleman'(] 
lhe same l'lg.ht to use natural weal bh 
within thei r comlloon wealths as those 
of Lhe older states have alwaylS ipOS' 
se~"Sed, anrl ns they will alwa)"s k eep. 
Nor do they oonsider it ju3t that Pin· 
chot figh t them wi bh Ipaiavaring pIaU· 
tulCles. 

'J' he Am erican 'People, in'C.luding 
tbose of the west, are "tired of being 
rule() by a small body of men Whose 
m otto is accu mulation." But th:l.t was 
the motto of PinohlQlt'£ ancestors froUl 
w.ham 111" i r, herlted. great ri ches. And 
it Is perfec tly obvious that Pincbot's 
"cons()rvation" sciliem-e deprives pOOl' 
mell of 1 · ~e ir herit-age for the benefit 

of. ri c:h exploi ter·s of wastern wealuh 
SQurces.- Evening Post an d Globe, 
San F rancis-co. 

Gream of West's 
Land Withdrawn 

300,000,000 Acres Out of 
Settlers' Reach . 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST SUFFERS 

Great Tracts in Oregon Withhe ld by 
G,overnment. 

HOME·BUILDERS SHUT OUT 

Of Public Domain, Only 700,000,000 
A cres Remain, and Very Small 

Percen tage of This Residue 
Is Attractive, 

(By Harry J. Br.own.) 
Oregon ion News Bureau, ",""ashin,g­

ton, .Tuly 31.-Nearl y 300,000,000 acres 
of lJUli.Jlic l and , the cr 9alm of bhe West, 
i~ today wi~hd l'awn from ent ry, and 
held beyond t he reach of the settler 
and the home·bul1der . Some of i t i s 
permanently wltJhJ(!rawn, as, for in· 
stance, the fOTest reserves, nat ional 
park !';, etc., and other portions may in 
lime be again placed w i th'ln the reach 
o f bhe people of bhe West. But at the 
pl'€I3ent time this enormous acreage is 
al>sol utely ~ied up. undeveloped, in­
'accessi ble, and for the most part un­
inhabited. 

There r emains of tlhe ]Jublic domain 
only I8lbout 700,000,000 acres Lhal is 
UllRJP1.H"'OQ.lrlated and iunreserved, and a 
very small 'Percentage of t'hjs residue 
i s altractive or ever will be attractive 
to settler s. Included in t his ,acreage 
are the Ihad landa of Lhe West, l'he ir­
reclaimable deserts, 'barren mountain 
$:l1mmlts and woO r th les'S mc)<tlll tain 
counll'Y. OnJy a small lj)Ortion i s 
arable, and very litt le i s' of a ch aracter 
th at will <penm i t of agricultural de­
velopment.. Tthe .best lands that have 
not passed to priv'ate ownership are 
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12 Western Ideas of Conservation 

now held up by t he government. 
Total Amount Given. 

'Dhe total amoun t of 113.Q1'd in <the 
United States wit-hdlI'awn for various 
purpc<S€'S on Julry 1, 1910, was a s fol­
loW's: 

Coal ................ ,_ .. . 
Oil ...... . .............. . . 
Phosphat.e ....... . 
Water power ............ . 
National monuments (ap.prox-

imate) ........ . .. . .... . 
Ga;me reserves .... . ..... . 
~'ationa.l ·forest'S (including 

A'Cres. 
72,210,393 

4,526,697 
2,594,113 
1,454,499 

1,481,440 
1,5(;G,348 

&Ia,gka and Porto Rico) .. 192,931,197 
Hleclama.tion (approximate) 17,472,468 

Total """'''''''', ,294,237,155 
'Dhe foregoing statement does not 

include sma.ll withd1'awals for military 
reservations, lightho.uses and naval 
stations, Or fish and Ibird reserYes, 
but the acreage nf vh.ese withdrawals 
is comparatively ,small and the lands 
are Ibeing lP ut to a (practical use 'by the 
government. 

In the Pacific Northwest nearly 
55,001) ,000 acres of pu.blic lan.d are to­
day wit.hiheld from t he reach of set­
tJers, thc wibhd'l"a/wals in Oreg<>n, 
"VVaSih i ngton ,and Idrubo being 'as given 
in the following t;aJble: 

Oregon. 

Ooal ........ . 
Oil ......... , ... . 
Water power ... . 
Nationa! n;.onuments 
Nrutional forests ......... . 
Recla:matio u (a:PiProxLmatc) 

Total 
Washington. 

Coal ................ .. ... . 
W'atel' flOwer . . ......... . 
Na!t.ional monuments 
Niational fi)rests ... 
Reclamation (approximate) 

Total 
Idaho. 

Phosphate 
"\Vlate.!' power 
National forests ... 
Reclamation (approximate) 

Total ............ . . . 

Acres. 
192,562 

74 ,849 
176 ,721 

480 
10,920,822 

2,097,560 

16,462,994 

Acres·. 
2,207,967 

55,439 
576,000 

12,007,340 
944,640 

15,791,386 

Acres. 
1,102,317 

230,971 
19.863,171 

1,357,320 

22,553,779 

Unreserved Land Shown. 
The area. of Ithe unapPrQPl'iated and 

unreserve(~ IP·Ulb-Hc I,ands of the United 
States in the various states 'and terri­
tories on Ju ly I, 1909, was as follows: 

Acres. 
Ala!bama 106,220 
Alaska .. "" .. "" .. "".368,016,038 
Arizona .. . .............. 42,354,438 
Arlmfilsas . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,098,364 
California .. . . ... ..... 28,614,931 
COlorado ...... .. ..... ..... 24,71G,047 
Florirla ...... . .... '. . . 497,684 
Id'aiho ,,,,, .. , .... ,,,,,,,, 23,119,803 
KauSo3ig . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138,239 
Louisiana . . .. .• .. . ... . 88,957 
Miohigan ... . ... . ......•.. 123,038 
Minneoota . . .. . . .. . . ... 1,450,955 
M i'SlSisF>i ppi 38,608 
Misrsouri . . . . . ... . .. . . . 12,600 
MOllltana . . .• • . .... . 42,900,229 
Nelbraska ......... 2,34-1,686 
Nevacla .......... 56,700,871 
N~w Mexico " ... ...... .. 38,812.890 
Nort'h DakotJa ............ 1,911.057 
Oklahoma ......... 35,687 
Oregon ... ..•... . 18,225,684 
South Dakota ..... • • •. ... 5,051,966 
Ut",h "., ...... ,"" 36.396,414 
Washin'gt.oll ............ 3,198,645 
Wisc.on-sin 12.750 
'Wyoming . . . . . . . . . 35,390.270 

Tot'a! , .... 731,354,081 
Muc h Is Unsurveyed. 

It is intcl'eSiting further to note that 
or 1:lhe 700,000.000 acres of uilappro­
pri:aterl ·and unreSJerved land, only 
212,727,783 Taces has ,been wrveyed 
and thereDor c call be entered , and of 
chLs vast la1cl'eage mlloh is worbhless 
land tlhat will naVel' Ipa~ to 'Private 
ownel'sihip. The great bu.lk of t.h i s 
dorm3,in, 01' 518,626,298 i8ICTes, t hough 
unreserved 'and not withdrawn, is s,t.ill 
not subject to entry, because it has 
never 'been ,g.urveyoo. 

T he lands 'in the foregoing tables 
set down as withdrawn for coal pur­
poses are, as a matter of fact. sub­
ject to agricultura l entry; that is to 
say, Ih:omooteader·s may acquire title 
tlo the surface rights for ,agricultural 
uses, but the coal itself is witlhheld 
from 'acquisition. in any way. 

'Dhere is still un surveyed in Oregon 
a. tota'l of 4,605,564 acres of I1.wre­
:::.erved 'and unappropriated ·public 
lanld'; lin "\V,aSlhington, 1.993,428, an.d in 
I<laJho 1G.689.1 38 acres.---'Morning Ore­
gonjlan , P ortland. Ore., Aug. 1. 1910. 
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Grave Penalties of 
False Conservation 

Federal JlIdge Hanford, of Washing­
ton, in a Public Address, Exposes 
the Dange rs and Fallacies of Pin­
chotism-Helping the Plai n People 
by Taki ng Th eir Land Away From 
Them. 

The . following from the Indepen­
dence Day address of Hon. C. H. Han­
for(l. federal district judge of the state 
of Washington. rdelivered by 'bi,m at 
Aberdeen on July 4, shows admirabLy 
the menace of ">conservavion" 'and 
Piuoholism to western use of re­
sources anrll to lawful Uberties of the 
IJeQ'J}le. The text of the oration is 
the eX'pl'eI&&ion of rChlef Justice Mar­
shall: "'llbe government 0If <bhe 
Unitf'd States Iba.s' been emphaticaJly 
termed a gQ"ernment of laws, and not 
of men." 

In the enjoyment of tfue ,blessi1l!gs 
vouchsafed tOo us we are 'prone to for­
I;'et t.he paramount duty of loyalty to 
tlhe constitu tion ; to forget that it was 
for .libe-r ty -and iru:Hvidual Tights tll'at 
0\11' revoJ'llLionary ancestors sh'ug-gled 
and that thefT triumplh -'V1a~ not com­
plete IlnW t ·h:e ·states 'Were 'permanent­
ly united in a national government 
founded UPQn the fundamental /princi­
ple Qf liberty, regulated by law. Our 
government is not a pure de.mrocrtalCy. 
it is a constittuional goveN1lment hav­
ing 8Jmple pow:.er vested in r esponsdlble 
hands to enforce dbedience to its 
man:da.tes. 

Loyralty to the constitution is oblig­
atory. In monarChial -countries a kjng 
or queen or emperor personifies the 
government, and allegiance is Que to 
the reigning sovereign, Ibut in QUI' 
country the oath of allegiance ds to 
slLPport and defend the constitution of 
..... ') Un ited~ States at America against 
n 11 enemies, foreign and dQmwtic. rand 
tn heal' true faith ,and allegiance -to 
the SR!me. That fOt'm I-g. aPlPropriate 
becanse the oonstittuion Is supreme, 
limiting the powers and ,controlUng 
t.he cond'Uct of legislative, 'executive 
and judi'Cial departments and eve'ry 

mem1J.er , functionary land jud-ge, 'rus 
wel}} as p'l'iv-a,te cl tizens. The vlei-ssi­
tudes of national life ho8. ve tested in a 
practical way the powers of the gov­
ernment and prQved a.gain and again 
bbe wisdom of its foundeM in devis­
ing a 'Plan emlbracing three oo-ordi­
nate branches chrough which its tunc­
tioos miust 'be exercised. 

• • • 
The president is the administrative 

hoead of bhe governiment and i t is tlhe 
duty of the bl'an-ch of which the ~s 
c'hie[ executive to see that the laws 
are faithfully executed. He may rec­
ommend legislation and he ,hoas a qual­
Hied ])Ower to veto acts Qf congress 
and thereby to secure their reoons-id­
eration and to prescribe regulations 
to ,guide 'bis 'SIubortdinrute offl.cers in tbe 
pel'[o l'lIIl-ance of ~heir functions not 
in<.:ons!stent with law, but 'excerrt in 
cases of extrem e emergency, where 
military necessity may ju stify -exer­
tion of exlrao!"di nary power, !he can­
not, witlhout violating the .constitution, 
suspend tlhe laws, nor substitute his 
pel'sonal poUcies in place of the iaws 
enacted by congress. 

• • • 
These obserVlati'On s bear directly 

upon Hve tQpics !being disCUISsed at 
the pl'esent time. By conrstitrl.llloll the 
diS(l>oslUon of the pu:blic domain is a 
mattel' confided to congress', and it 
hISS 'been the 'Policy of bhe goyern­
m ent, ex·presse(l in the pubHc land 
laws. to encourage enterprjse in tile 
development and use Qf our natural 
resolll'C9S -and to fosteT agri'Culbure 
and industry Iby a fair distribut:on 
of the land in i ,ts unllll1Prov,EHl condi­
tion. 

Next 1:0 the COIlSltI"\.lction of the con­
stitution. t.hat policy is the most 
pr.aJiseworthy feature of American 
!;tatesmanSihi p. Under i t'S benign in­
fluence rhandy pioneers ih'ave adrvanced 
upon the w ilderness and 'transformed 
(leser~ into food-prorltlcing field'S, 
heauttiful gardenos. al"ld oomforta.bole 
homes. the hungry ·ha\·e 'been fed. 
rugged ·mountains have yie1cle.d tileir 
,hidden treasures to enrich the world. 
the war cry {)If savages h131S been sub­
dued by the noise of illd'llstl'Y. cities 
have ·been created. om nation bas 
ftoUl'i$'hed and expanded and lbeen UIP­
lifted to the Ihi~hest plane ot elviIiza-
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'lIon and accorded a place of honor 
among the IJ,>Owel's of the earth. The 
people have ma'intained t1hei r inde­
pendence and enjoyed comforts pro­
moting genera.! happiness. 

But of late a few theorists, caring 
more for fads than for the constitu­
tion, have been bea.rd advocating fal­
Jacies wJlich they call "policies" to 
oYe1Tide the laws and augment th e 
power.s O'f wcru ld·be petty desJPOts. 'OC­
('uJ)y lng officia l statiollis ·at <the capital 
o( l'be nation. "Cons'erv.rution" is the 
catchword used as a fetich to popn­
larize rall effOl-t to Hussianize this re­
pu.bHc. 

A s'peaker .at t he I rrigation Congress 
at Sll)Okane ,last summer (Gifford Pin­
c:bol) argue-d bhat l·he laws should not 
'be ()~erved according to their terms 
as written i n t he statute books, but 
SilOUJd be con.strued to suit the 'ca­
prices and augment bhe powers of 
hureaucrats. He sai d: 

"Onr institutions and our la.ws '8.re 
!lot vall1a,ble in themselves. They are 
valuf!Me only Ibecause they secure 
et"JualHy of opl1>Ort\.bnity for happiness 
and wel fare lor 'Our citizens. An 
il1stit.lIl~on or a law i s a mean.s, not 
an "'rd, :t. means to be used for the 
1)1l1hlic good, t() be modified fo r tlhe 
public good , and to be il1lterrpreted for 
t~e pllf'l lir: good, One of the gr eaot 
rp.a,:':'lU!'I why President Romevel t's 
adlministral ion was of suoo enOTlUOUS 
Val11f> to t 1-Jc phin A'11'9rican poople 
wa." that he- uuderstood w-bat St, Paul 
meant w,!J en h,e said: 'The letter k ill­
p.lh but t}1e <:lJirit dveth life.' To 
fullow blin tl.]v hhe leltP.r of the law or 
the fOI"m of an instit'l tion, without 
i ntelligeJllt regard for bohh. ins spirit 
a urI f r r the public welfare, is very 
ne<lrJy a'S ~'Jngerotts a.c:: to disregard 
the Jl'IW alt('~ether. Wh8!t we need 
is thp. lJj';le 1I"it' the Jaw for the pu'blic 
good ·and the construction of ~t for 
the lJu'hlic welfare. 

"It goea without saying that the 
law is supreme and must ,be obeyed. 
QUI' cIvilization rests on obedience to 
law. B lllt the ,law is not. absolu te, It 
requil'E':S to be con:strUed. Rigid con­
~t nllct.ion of t he law wol"'k;s. and' IJDust 
wO'l'lk. in tJh e vast majoFity of caSleS, 
f('ll' the _benefit of the men ,VlhQ can 
hire tlhe 'bt..'St lawlyers and who ,have 
the $'i!')ll'rces of i nJluence in lawmlaking 
a,t their command, Strict conl3tr.llC-

tion necessarily fa.vor s the great in­
ter ests as against the rpeople, and in 
the long run can not do otherwi se. 
Wise exeeution of the law must con· 
sider what t he law ought to aocom­
J)li"h for t h e gemer al good, 'Dhe great 
o lJ:pressive t rusts ex ist because of s-ub­
serv ient l awmaker s and adroit legal 
cOnstruoctiOIlS. H ere Is the central 
stJ"Onghol.-l of t he money I}()Wer in the 
everlasting 'oonflict of the f ew to gratb 
aud bhe many to k eep 01' win the 
rights th ey were 'born with. Legal 
tec-hn:calities seldom b elop t he 'peopl e. 
Th e JJe-ople, 11m the l aw, Slhould have 
Lhe bneftt o f every doubt." 

• • • 
T hese declarations have ref erence 

to the benevo lent plan of helping t he 
p Jain people by addi ng other mi ll ions 
of acres to the vast reserves of t he 
public domai n f rom which they are ex­
cl uded and t he policies of conserving 
water powers by let t ir..g the wa t er r.un 
idly f rom the mountains to the sea, 
and compelling the pionee rs of Alaska 
to import f ue l from f oreign landS, 
whi le 12,500 square miles of coal lands 
in th at country are r i gid l y held in re­
~e rve f or the use of post er ity. 

The law grants to each citizen who 
is 21 Iyears of .as-e or the head of a 
famil y an(l not the owner of other 
l aud in exces6 of 160 a1cres, and who 
wil l live upon it a nd improve i t. the 
I' ig,ht to t al,e a Ihomestead and a righ t 
to take t imber for domest i c use, and 
tv Slu,pport his improvem ents, but the 
cOIl-servation lstscollstrne the law for 
the welfare of the lllain people an·d to 
give every man a square deal, so as 
to permit American homeseekers t o 
cross the boundary and get land in 
Canada, while ou r DubHc domai n is 
kept as a game preserve for sporti ng 
men who t hin k t hey enjoy .shooti ng 
","lid anima ls and b i rds. 'YUh protest­
ations of reverence for the constitu­
tion these theorists gravely propose 
to t ransfol'm Ollr goverrumen t into a 
g iant trust to handle th e public utili­
ties or r eut the ooal mines an-d the 
Hawing waters of the western states, ' 
not for t he benefit of the liruhaibita!I1'is 
~f blHlS f' stJates, l1>ut to produ('e ua.tion­
al I'cyeuue. 

• • • 
Onp. of l he 'policies is denominated 

"'['the S'lllpel'visol'Y Power." Tlhis l110as 
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heen de filled in an offidal document 
promulgated by Mr. Garfield, ex~ec­
retary of the in terior, to mean that: 
" Full power under the ,constitution 
w>ss vested in the executive branch of 
the goyernmen-t and the 'extent to 

. which that power may be exercised 
Is governed Wlholly by t,he discretion 
or rtJhe executive, unless any specifi c 
a£t has been prohibited eitJher by the 
constitution or by l egi'S latJon." 

This amounts to an assumption of 
p<)wer great eUOIUglh to saUsfy t he 
most tyraunic8Jl monarch that ever 
lived, and yet for dissenti ng from that 
policy 1\11', Garfield's s uccessor has 
been arraigned befOTe the bar of pub­
lic ol)illion and actually prosecuted 

before an investigating comiulttee of 
.congress as if he wer e 'a culprit. 
'Db.ese new doctrines are pernicious. 
1'ihey hei,p to strengthen the 'C"rasp of 
monopolios and trusts and if allowed 
to fiun riot they will 'bring us !bard 
times and financial panics. • 

ThP.lSe tJl ieQrists 'h'81ve had their da.y; 
we have .heard enough of them; let 
us forget th"em and .strive to divert 
pltblic attention to things of real 
importance. True ,conservation means 
ohecki ng of wastefulness and of wan­
ton destruction of things usef.uI and 
t1he im1>rovement of m.ethods and 
means for getting t he best products 
fi'Om ag l'icultural and manufacturing 
ellte-rprlses. 
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