8, BISHOPSCATE,

LONDON, E.C.

13 Awgust 1915.

Dear Mr. Hill,

Many thanks for your letter of July 14th. I waﬁ giaatly
interested in hearing about Mr. Thorne. What a merciful and
peaceful end for him, but I grieve for the -sorroWw it must have
caused you. ) .

Thanks too for the article by Owen Wister. He has eleverly
caught the good gide of the GerMans of the South and has fiot
exaggerated the hard characteristiés) of the Prussian Junker.

I remember reading a hogk, of hip eptitled *The Virginian™
which was good, but £il1 your letter did pot realise from whom
he had inheritéd nig capddities. The Kembles were certainly a
most remarkable family.

From Mr. Brown your Sepretary I received an article on
Schwabs Chilian\Mines, which by the way he must be rapidly
conﬁerting into shot and shell; T hope for us.

The Itabira peoplé have been putting their house in order
to tide them over the period of the war. I do pot know what the
fate of the Railway will be, but sp far as we ecan judge the
property as it exists to-day is worth nething, the only value

lying in the concession. I can imagine that no-one, even after



2.

the war is finished would be inslined to take that propositien
up so long as it is ologged with the incubus 05;5,000,000 bonds.
So far neither the French bondholders nor the Banks reeponéible
for the issue there have taken any action in the matter.

We get gloomy accounts of the war —~ from the U.é.!!
Provably the view taken by so many Americans must be due to the
clever press organizations of the Germans, for I notice that

many papers which are editorially sympathetip to the‘Allies have
news in them which can only originate frow Germa#i sources, and
which, according to our own lights bLeré, is (etther not true or the
reverse of truth. However I can aewure yaﬁ?that<anena hére is
downhearted or has ever dr¥eamt of anything dbut winming in the end,
though we realise more and more everly day how serious is the
problem before us.

I gather from the newspaper reports that your erop prospects
are good and I trust that dbusiness generaalj will pick up
sufficiently to dismiss'any anxietiee you may have had in these
matters 7

Kind regards to Mrs. E11;¢

Yours sinceiely,

k Zf'lftu B ot

James J. Hill Esq.,
St. Paul,

Minnesota.





