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DURAND-RUEL,
16 RUE LAFFITTE

AND
11 RUE LE PELETIER -
PARIS. 315 FIFTH AVENUE (cor. 320 StreeT).

NEW YORK OFFICE,

Jan, 10th, 1893,

Ja.. Jo Hin th’
Great Northern Railway,
St. Paul, Minn,

Dear Siri-

I beg to confirm my telegram of Sct}xmy last, in which I
announeed to you that my father had just cabled u& dbout the celsbrated
pieture of Courbet, "Woman Bathing," hétter knéwn under the title "lLa
Vague," and which is reproduced in m Bet‘lﬂ‘gua of 1873,

This pieture was _or:!‘areq to my father for $8000,, and he
wanted to know whether you would be willing to have it, this pieture being
of a superb quality and weirth much over the price asked for it., Yesterday
I received your telegram saying you did not eare to buy it, and I sent
your answer off to Paris. ¥ believe my father will have no difficulty of
disposing of it over thére, as many persons consider that it is the finest
example of figures painted by Courbet.

I wish to tell you, though I have no details whatever, that
the Collection of Mr. Van Praet has been #old lately and that my father
was the buyer. I have no information yet about that transaetion, and wish
you would keep it seeret for the present. I do not know what the exact
figure was, but can state that an offer of 2,600,000franes, which we gsent
from New York, was absolutely declined. The price must consequently be
about 3,000,000francs.

As you saw in the New York Herald, Mr. Chauchard bought ime
mediately afterwards the Millet, "La Bergére,® and the Meisomnier, "L'
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Homme & 1'Epée," the price being aeccording to the Herald 780,000franecs for
the two pictures.

I send you a new valuation which my father made before he
decided to buy the eollsetion. You will see that the pietures are valued
mach higher than in the previous list made several years ago, before the
great inerease in the paintings of the Frendh Schdol.

0f course I do not feel Ot 1iberty to offer any of these
pictures at the prices named, as I have no idea of the final disposition
to be made of the paintings. I unéom that my father felt sure of
disposing at once of part of the Collsetion to French amateurs; this is
the reason that indueced him 3;0 transact that deal,

I expect #6 get a1l the details in a few days, and will let
you knov at once what has bgen decided, but until then I wish you would
keep that matter secret, u no one has heard of it except you.

I may have occasion to go West next week, and in that case
will stop in St., Paul for a day or two, and hope I will have the pleasure
of seeing you,

Yours very truly,

JoeSur sl





