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| already tuxed. That n gross carnings tax

“result is the fact that some of the roads pre-

Wik bty ot seudlll |

d

al!edadhwuamomndlmdux. 1t may
bo that the state may modify the provisions
of acts relating to this matter of taxation
and exemption as applied to some of the
compunies affoctad, but as to others there
seoms to be good resson to fear that mn
effort Lo impose the land tax would result
in & successful resistance of the
gross  earnings tax. Ono of the
reasons  for anticipating such =&

sumably most doeply interested are offering
no opposition to the Markham bill. Tas
JounwaL is advised that if this bill should
pass the taxes of the Great Northern road
would be reduced from nbout $260,000 fo
about 150,000 a year—upon the theory, of
course, that the Great Northern could
then successfully  resist the gross
earnings tax. This may explain
why the Great Northern is not making any
serious opposition to the bill, 1If it could
esonpe the payment of $ 100,000 n year in

There is ons peint in this connootion
that esems to have received too litile atten.
tion, and that is the claim that the lands are

is not in reality n gross earnings tax. Gross
earnings must of necessity include some
earnings earmed in other states and
somo earnings earnsd in thin  state
must of nécessity pass out into other states
and cunnot be [ollowed. The tax on m
earningsisa fiction. The

earnings’ tax, is only :@o ience lou-
press gomething el nullﬂlm
carnings' I.u.h tyntuof&m

cent, not on gross but upon all
mm"uf nﬂmd company,
includmg ne¥ised innds, the amount of the
tulnhg\% by the gross earnings

nt the r 3 per cent.  Such has been the
definition'of the conrts. If thst view be
maintained then the unused lands are taxed
as much a8 any other property, and the
Markbam bill simply proposes double tax-
stion, which, of course, would not stand the
tost, b

The fact is that thia bill passed the house
withoul serious consideration. The people
of the northern part of the state want it und
if the land tax can be vollected without loss
of the gross earnings tax no one
can  blame them for wanting it
The house wanted to plense
them. There was politics in it. Nobody
dared to oppose il. But the state at large is
much more vitally interested. Tha cities
could stand it If the gross earnings fax
should bo destroyed. They have the bulk
of the walvable property belonging to the
companies. Bul a moasure which threat-
ons the loss to the whole state of revenue
nmonnting now to o million and & qguarter
of dollars, for the sake of gaining less
than §100,000 is too important to be rushed
through for politioal effect, 1f it should do
what a groat many wise counsellors assure
the state it will do, the Republicnn majority
could not be guilty of a worse political
blunder, Let the matter have the most
enreful consideration. It is one of the most
important mensures ever brought before the
legislature, not in what it may do, but what
it may undo.






