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James J. Hill Esq., 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

My Des- Mr. Hi 11:-

" r enclose you by express ani separate par-

cel a map of the Cascapedia River. I ha ve take ns ome pains to 

ge t it, and you will be surprised to see how much it covers, and. how 
'II 

valuable would :be the righ ts tha t we tal~.d abou t. The map may 

be re lied. upon, not p<erhaps as indica ting where the salmon pools 

are, but perhaps as to the general lay of the land along the river. 

You will perceive first that the granted land practically ends 

at Scaumonac River, which is about eleven to twelve miles from the 

mou.th, and t here a r e no righ ts in anyone above thi s poin t, excep t 

that some rights are claimed at one or two points for three or four 

miles above the Scaumonac River, which I do not think amount to 

iruch. You will see therefore tha t the Governor General :p;PQbably 

lives at a fann or place abou t eighteen miles from the mouth of the 

river and seven miles from the highest granted lands. ']he re is 

prac tically no house be tween his am the lA!lrne Cottage, so called, 

which you will perceive in a beni of the river about two miles be-

low the vac ant lands. You will remenb er the Governor General 
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has a summer residence also at the foot of the river, and it is ,. 

sai d tIS t the house up the Cascapedia iss imply for fi shin~ purposes 

and temporary. 

Between the firs t ungranted lands and the Forks is a distance 

of over thir ty two miles, and all thi s he controls, bu t of callose 

cannot QC eupy. The fishing high up the river c omes in rather 

late, and his practice is to occupy the farm so called seven miles 

above the ungranted lands, and late in the season occupy the C0tt-

ag eat the Fo rk s • 

You will perceive there is considerable fishing all alon! from 

the beginning of the ungrantecl lands to the Governor's Fa :nn seven 
J/t-~ 

miles, and then for some distances above that to 'W..oOQCLiferd Brook, ,. 

and then the re is a long break wi thou t any fishing of any great 
between/~ 

account for something like twelve miles ,':WeotiW6:Id Brook ani. the 

'lhree Islands, whi ch is twenty one miles up from the ungrante .. 

land.s. 

Tb really use this river one ought to control the whole above 

the ungrantei lands, then you would have a very great property of 

very large value. The whole of the river woUld be worth a 

Ad-vL£--D~ 
great deal more than all the component parts ptU. tose ther, but if 

'" 
it was necessary to leave anything for the present Governor General 

until the expira tion of hi s tem of office there ongh t not to be 
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left anything JTX)re than such part of the river that is below Button 

Rapid, being eleven miles above the patented lands. 

The more I look at thi s Map, the more I am sa tis fied the pur-

pose we :wa: -h a ve in view can be acc ompli shed wi t h your il1~ luence, 

but yo-.jmust remenber that a good many people are turning over this 

in their mimi, and. the less delay about the business the better. 

If nothing be tte 1" c wId be done, it would be v 9r'Y sa tisf'ac torY 

to ge t the 1" iver on a lone; lease down to Bu tton' s Rapi .. ~, ani at 

the expiration of the term of this Governor General, of the rest.. 

It wruld not be difficult fDr the Government with its influence 

and the riven(frorn time to time a t their disposal , to reserve, care 
~~ 

for ana stock sane other river for the- Governor General. Wi t.h~n 
~-?-1-e/~~ -

a year or two the leases would be ' ,out. Of crurse, if we knew 
" 

when the present Governor's term was out., and itdid not last too 
~ 

lont;, it would XliX be a good purchase to take the river, our occu-

pation to commence at the end of his term, but we would Imch rather 

have s anethint; now if we could ge tit. r4v-f..0 £~ ~~ ~ 
~9"-~ 

Confidentially for the whole river $5,000. or even $7500. a 

year wruld not be excessive, although you might ,get it at a nuch 

chea,per price, the purchase of the fishing rights upon the whole 
be 

riverwoul<i" worth a l very considerable aum, say J$lOO,OOO. or even 

more. Of cour se, if we had control of the upper portion o't 

'-~~ ~ &6 <?Ud7 k 
rive}!" .e ca.lld do a great deal in improving things on the river, 

and we should be far the ~ore in,fluenti~l proprietors. I am sure 
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if yru will give ycur mind to it you can accomplish something, and 

some thing good in thi s di rec tion, and if you will only do that and 

se cure the water we wi 11 see tha t ev ery thin~ is pu t on the firs t 

footin~ and kept so, and look after the details becau se we under-, 

stand it pre t t y thoroughl,.. 

I have been on the river up to a point a. Ii t t le below the 

Governor's Farm so calle •• 

I k;now wi th the many thing s you have in mind tha t thi sis a 

minor matter, but really there is no matter in mind out of which 

you could secure SOOle pleasure for yourself, Ie t alone the pleasure 

~ you could give to others. 

Yours fai thf'ully, 

~/ 

/~~.;(~~~ 
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James J. Hill Esq ., 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

My dear Mr. Hill: 

I -. __ . 

(Copy) 

April 15th 1892. 

I enc lose you by express ani separa te parcel a map 

of the Cascapedia River. I h a ve taken some pa ins to ge tit, . a nd 

you will be surprised to see h ow much it covers, and how valuable 

would be the rights the. t we talked about. The map may be reI ied 

upon, n ot perha ps a s indicating where the Salmon pools are, but 

perhaps as to the t;eneral l~ of the land along the river. You 

will perceive first that the g ranted land practically ends at Sca~ 

onac River, Which is about eleven to twelve miles from the mouth, 

and there a re no rights in anyone above t h is point, except that 

some rights are claimed at one or two p oints i'or three or four mil~ 

ab ov e t he Seaumonac River, mich I do no t think amount Ito much. 

You will see therefore that the Governor General lives a t a farm or 

place a bout eighteen miles from the mouth of the river ani seven 

miles fran the highest granted lands. There is practica.lly no 

house between his and It the Lorne Cottage", so called, whic h you 

will perceive in a bend of t he river about two miles below the 

vacant lands. You will rem~er the Qoverpor General has a real 



( ( 

-2-

sumner resi d ence also at the f oot of the river, am it is said that 

the h ouse up the Cascapedia is simp l y for fi'sh i ng pur poses a nd t em­

porary. 

Be twee n the f irs t ung ranted lands and the l' arks is a 

di s tance of over thirty two miles, a nd all t his he c ontrolla ;, but 

of cours e cann ot oceupy. The fishing high up the river comes in 

rather late, a nd his practice is to occupy t h e farm so called seven 

miles a bove the ung ranted lands, a nd la ~ in tre seas on GCcupy the 

cottage a t the f orks. 

You will perceive there is cons iderable fishing a ll 

along from the beg inning of ille unlJran ted lams to the Governor's 

Farm seven miles, anl then for some distance above that to Wood­

mans Brook, and then '!here is a long break wi thou t any f:ii..shi ng of 

any grea t aCCQun t for sona thing like t welve miles betwee n Woodmans 

Brook an:l the 'Ihree Islands , which is twenty one miles up frcm the 

ungran ted lands. 

To really use this river one ought to control the 

whole above the ungranted lards, t h en you would have a very grea t 

property Gf very large value. , The whole ef the river would be 

wo r th 8, grea t deal more than a 11 the component parts v a lued separ­

ately, but if it was re cessary to leave anything f or tre present 
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Govern or General un ti I the expira ti on of his term of f off ice, there 

ought not to be left anything more than Sllch part of the river that 

is below Button Rapid, beine eleven miles a:) ove the patented lands. 

'ilie mer e I look a t this map the more I am sa ti sf ied 

the purpose we ha ve in view can be a c complished wi th your influ-

ence, bu t you mus t remember tha tag ood rmny pe op l e are turnin~ 

this over in their mind, and the les s delay about t h e business the 

be tter. If nothing better could be d one, it would be very satis-

factory to ~et the river on a long lease down to But t on's Rapid nov; 

and a t the expiration of the term of this Governor General, of ..!h!. 

rest. It would not be diff i cult for the g overnme n t with its 

inf luence and the rivers from time to time at the ir disposal, to 

rese r ve, care f or and stock some other r iver f or s ome other Govern-

or General. Within a year or two the leases WQuld be out of seme 

ri verse Of <tOurse, if we knew when the present Governor's term was 

ou i, ani it did not las t too lone, it would even be a g ood purchase 

to take the rive r, our oc cupa ti en to c onme nc eat t h e end of hiB 

term, but we would much rather ha ve somethi.Efi n ow i f we could eet 

it. I t is not safe to Ie ave the ques tion. 

Confidentally f er the whole river $5,000, or even 

$7500. a year would not be excessive, although you might get it at 

a much che aper price, the pur, ha se of the fis h ing rights upon the 
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wh ole river would be worth a very c onsiderable sum, say $100,000. 

or eve n l!lore . Of course, if we h a d con troi of the upper portion 

of the river we could do a grea t deal in impro v¢ing things s uc h as 

the nets &c. on the rt ver, and we should be far the mor e influen-

tial pr oprietors. I am sure if y ou will g ive y our mind to it you 

can ac c anplish somethin~, and. something g ood in thi s d irection, a nd 

i f you will only d o that ani secur e the water we will see tlUl t ev­

erything is put on the fir st foottng and kept so, ani look after the 

details, because we understam it pretty thoroughly. 

I have been on the r iver up to a poin tali ttle be­

low the Gove r nor's f arm so called. 

· I know with the many things y ou ha ve in mind that 

this is a minor 1m tter, but reall y there is no rna tter. in mind ou t 

of wh ich you could secure some pleasure fer yourself t le t a lone the 

plea sure you c ould g i ve to others. 

Yours fRithfully, 

(Signed) John L. Cadwalader. 



FRANKLIN FARREL, Pres't, EDWIN W. HERRICK, Vice-Pres't, ANDREW B. HRNDRYX, Treas., EDWARD N. PECK, See'y, WILBUR A. HENDRYX, Western Manager, . 
Ansonia, Conn. l\Iinneapolis, Minn. New Haven, Conn. New Haven, Conn. Kootenay, Idaho Territory, 




	00698-000211-1.pdf
	Copyright_digitalversion

