


LEADING NEWSPAPER OF NORTH DAKOTA,

w'l‘HE ARGUS

GEO. K. SHAW, Manacen.

FARGO’ N. D., rune 2, 1392
"W, A. Stephens, St. Paul.

Dear Sii: Yours enclosing blank Torm Tor statement re-
ceivede Mr. Williams, Jhe fuxmgr bookkceper; l¢ft the boeks an
vather a mixed=-up conditlon, and T don't think 1t will be possaible
to get this statement out before ﬁhe 20thes Will mail 11t to you

as soon as 1t 1s readye.

Very truly yours,
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THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

ThisCompany TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messagesonly onconditions limiting its liability, which have been assented to by the sender of the following messags.

Errors can be gu@rded against only by repeating a message back to the sending station for comparison, and the Company willnot hold itself liable for errorsordelays
intransmission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages, beyond theamount of tolls paid thereon, nor in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days
after the message is filed with the Company for transmission. i

Thisis an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above.

THOS. T. ECKERT, General Manager. NORVIN GREEN, President.
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W. A. Stevens Esq
Private Sec'y
Room 57, B't Ner'nn Ry. Bld*g

St. Paul.

Dear Sir:

The Governor direets me to Bay to you that Mr Hill's re=
quest for the privilege of testing his dyname at the Capitol en~
gine rooms,is very cheerfully granted. Every facility will be

afforded your men for making a test,with every comvenience possi~

Yours very truly,
/ 7y

v/ /; / by
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Hon, James J. Hill,
' St. Paul,
Dear yr Hill:-
I inclose herein three full tickets to the " Nation-
al Republican ‘Convention " in Minneapolis, as per request, |
There are three tickets for each day so that you can divide
them among your friends and meke them go a long way, Hoping you

will use them, I am,

Sincerely your friend,

( 9 1nclo's ) : ot
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KUHN, LOEB & CO.

My dear Mr, Hill:-

I have to thank you for your valued communication
of the 25th ulto. concerning the settlement of Russian refugees
near Milaca. I have submitted your letter to the Committee on
Agriculture of the Baron de Hirsch Fund, and give you herein the
result of the eonclusions of the Cormittee in a letter of its
Chai man.

The Committee is somewhat apprehensive lest it might
burden you with a responsibility which it has no right to put upon
your shoulders, for with the peculiar intergsts at stake the Com-
mittee feels that it must not risk a failure in any direction.

I have personally said to the Committee that in no event
would I consent that you should assume the responsibility of abso-
lute success, for that would simply mean that the settlers would
lie down upon you and upon the Committee.

Under these circumstances the Committee had hardly any
choice but to reach the conclusion laid down in the enclosed let-
ter of Chairman Goldman, but the Committee is not only willing, but
desirous to shoulder any loss in case the properiy already acquired
will have to be sold at a price below its cost, and I ask it as a

personal favor to myself that if any such loss occurs you will per-
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mit the Committee to shoulder ite

I need hardly add that we all feel ﬁevertheless under
lasting obligations to you, and we are very desirous to be of ser-
vice to you in return should an opportunity offere

Your account of the grand results of the fiscal year now
drawing to a close is indeed more than satisfactory, and it is but
natural that confidence in the Great Northem property is continu-
ally inereasing. I hope when you come here you will be able to
say something definite to us both as to the crop prospects along
your system as well as upon the outlook for the line t0 the Pacif-
ice

I am pleased to learn that you are cOming East very soon.
I hope you will bring Mrs, Hill, and with her spend a few days with
us on the sea-coast. You will find our place considerably changed
to its advantage since last year.

Yours most faithfully,

Jemes J. Hill Esq.,
¢/0 Great Northerm Ry. Co.
St. Paul, Minn.



12 ]

o e r -
JACOB STEINHARDT. JULL" ~ GOLDMAN. . V\)l 1],, o7

Steinharat & Galdman,

Il PINE STREET,

Telephone No. 730 Cortlandt.
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My dear Mr, Schiff,

I have read the letter of Mr, Hill of the 25th of May, with
much interest and have given the question of the proposed colony
in Minnesota careful thought, and beg herewith to give you my opin-
ion with regard to the same.

I trust you will not aseribe any vanity to me when I say that
the constant intercourse that I have had with our Russian brethrén
for the last ten years and more particularly, during the last two
years, justifies me in expressing my views with some degyee of
positiveness. That a large class of the Russian refugees who apr-
rive on our shores are desirous of turning to agricultural pursuits,
there ean be no doubt of, nor that many of them have an earnest de-
gire t0 undergo the hardships of such a pursuit/ as they undersiand
the same, The numb er of those/however, who have any previous eX-
perience in agricultural pursuits, is unfortunately, very limited.
You will remenmber that in the article recently published by Mr.
Arnold White, in the Contemporary Review, he places the number of
Jewish farmers in Russia, at about sixty-four thousand; this, out
of about five milddion Jews, is of course a pitiably small number.

0f those who immigrate from Russia to this country, I do not think
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that even the same proportion of farmers can be found. Under
these circumstances, we are dealing é]most exclusively with people
who, whilst they have the desire to became farmers, have not the
neeessary experience. Furthemore, though many of them have the
enthusiasm for agricultural pursuits, their enthusiasm is based
upon ideas so different fran the actual facts that they encounter,
that their bouyant spirits are very apt to ocoze out when the hard
task that lies before them is actually encountered. The isolated
life uwpon a farm, away from cit ies/ and all the previous conditionsg
that they have been accustomed to, soon discourage the people, and
make them lose their energies. You are so well acquainted with the
hi story of colonization amohgst the Russian Jews in this country,
that it is not necessary for me to draw to your attention b}. single
facts, and I believe you will agree with me that we have no'example
of success to show, except in such instances where 'the colonies

have been founded near some large ¢ity where there are factories in
which those members of the families who do not work on the fields,
can find employment and where they are under the constant guidance //
and receive encouragement from some person who is placed above them
very much in the nature of a guardian. I need but remind you of

our experiences in QOregon, North and South Dakota, Minnesota, and
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Kansas to reeall to your mind instances of fﬂlwe, and the colonies
in New Jersey as examples of success. Applying these principles
to the proposed colony in Minnesota, I cannot convince myself that
vé are likely to achieve success. The land that Mr. Hill has
selected, would undoubtedly answer the requirements of Seandanavians
Germans and Irishmen whose ideas of agricultural work are based
upon actual experience in their own countries and whose expecta-
tiong for success are limited indeed. Our peOple/ I am afraid,
would neither be satisfied with the character of the farms that

are t0 be given them, nor with the conditions of life as they will
find ﬁhan in Minnesota. After Mr, Rosenthal had made his report,
1 spent an evening in the selection from amongst a large number of
applicants, of such families as I thought would answer the require-
ments. Only nineteen families were chosen and whilst all of them ,
after the conditions upon which they were to be sent, had begen fully
set forth to them in every detail, agreed that they would be satis-
fied with what was offered, yet from the questions they asked ,from
their past and present occupations and their gensral characteristics
I could not but feel that the probabilities of success would be
very remote indeed. I do not say that single families would not be

perfectly satisfied with what they would find in Mimnesota, but I
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would not undertake to guarantee for any of the families whom I saw.
Under these cirecumstances, I am inclined to dissuade the Trustees
of the FPund from undertaking this colony. It would hardly be fair
towards Mr. Hill, whose generous interest in our enterprise re-
quires of us t0 send such people, with whom at least there would be
a probability of success. The people themselves, though they
would go t 0 Minnesota with a full understanding of the conditions
that théy will encounter there, have a right to assume that we will
not undertake anything that does not assure them of suecess, and
above all, the entire cause that we have at heart will not allow of
a failure in this direction. My conclusion therefore, is, that in
asmuch as Mr, Hill states that we need feel under no obligation to
take the farmg that he has prepared, and that he can easily dispose
of them without any loss to himself, that we aceept his generous
étfer to release us, and abstain from colonizing in Minnesota.
Our field for colonization must for the present be as near as
possible to large cities and where we or our agents can continually
supervise and guide the colonists.

I would not like the views I have herein expressed,/prejudice
the Rusgian cause. The conditions we have to deal with have been

brought about by centuries of oppression and hardship that have
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gone a great way to sap the vitality of the people; that there
sl;ould be so much still left and that the intellect of the people
should be as great as we find it, is a matter for just pride and
astonishment,
Yours sincerely, 7
/// s
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Jacob H, SChiﬂ’ Elq..
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St. Paul, Minn., < M\F1892

To. QM\Q/"/\C/BQ/Q
ars R
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and payment duly demanded and refused.

Whereupon I DULY PROTESTED said  /“9 . é _________________________
for non-payment and the holders look to you for the payment thereof,
with damages, interest and costs.

Yours respecttully,

Notary Public, Ramsey Co., Minn.

Protested by request of the MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK, of St. Paul, Minn.
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Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org
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