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W. A. St~ phens, St . Pa.,: l. 

Dear Sil' : Vo.u ' s (~n c losi nf~ b l ank f()rfYl f()l~ sta teJ'1ent re­

cp. i ved . Mr . Willi afYl s, vh e f u :o 'mc r bookk~epe l ' , l c f -::' the b Uvks An 

r athe r a rn i xe d-wp cond i t l un , a nd I dOlt 't thlnk it wlll be pos s ~b l e 

t o get t h is sta t emen t uut before t h e ~~oth . VT i l l ma il i t tu y uu 

a s so on a s i t is rea dy . 

Ve r y t ru l y your s , 
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THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 
ThlsCompany TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limltinll" its liability, which have boon assented to by the sender of the following message. 
Errors can be guarded against only by repeating 'a message back to the sending statIon for comparison, and the Company will not hold itself liable for errors or delays 

in transmission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages, beyond the amount of tolls paid thereon, nor in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days 
after the message is filed with the Company tor transmission. I ' 
. This is an UNR EPEATED MESSAGE, and Is delivered by request of t~e sender, under the conditions named above, ' 

THOS. T . ECKERT, General Manager. NORVIN GREEN, President. 

CHECK 

R ECEIVED S okane 'N 
~ 

. ~ /~~ ~ ~--------------------------------
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THE WESTERl\T Ul\T..., .•• TELEGRAP COMPAl\TY. 
This Company TRANSMITSall.d DELIVERS messages only on con tionsllimltln~itsliability, which have been asse ed to by the sender of the following message. 
Errors can be guarded against only by repeating a message back to the sending statton forcomparison, and the Comp y wiIJ not hold itself liable for errors or delays 

in transmission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages, beyond the amount of tolls paid thereon, nor in any case where the c 1m is not presented in writing within sixty day. 
after the message is flIed with the Company for transmission. 

This Is an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named ab ve. 
THOS. T. ECKERT, General Manager. NORVIN GREEN, President. 



w. A. s t evens Es q 

Privat e Se e ly 

Room 5 r/ , &' t Nor ' l ) Ry . BId I g 

St . Paul . 

Dear Sir : 

'rhe Gov ernor di'l"€cCis 1'l13 to 'say -\:.0' YGJ U tba:t. Mr Hi l l ' 5. II 

quest f or t he priv ilege of t stir~ hiS ctynam at the Cap1tol e -

gine rooms , is v ery chee"r:eull~ gr ar,tcd . }t.ve-ry fa'Oility w1,1l be. 

aff ord ed your men for making a test , V:ith Ver-y convenience pos.s i .... 

ble . 
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J une 3rd, 1892. 

Horf Jame s J. Hi ll, 

s t . Paul. 

Dea I' Mr Hill:-

I inclose here in thr ee fu ll ti ckets to the • Nation-

al Republican Convent ion" i n Minneapol i s, as per re ques t . 

The r e are t hr ee ti cke t s fo r each day so tha t you can divide 

t hem among your fri ~nds a nd rrake them go a long way . 

wi ll use t hem, I am, 

Sincere ly your f riend, 

1 
( 9 l nclo 's ) 

Hoping you 



~ 
K U HN , L OEB & CO . 

June 3d __ /Jl~2.-

My dear Mr . Hill: -

I have to thank you f or your valuod communication 

of ~he 25 t h ul to. concerning t h e settlement of Russian refugees 

near Mila~a. I have submitted your let;:.er to the C'omnittee on 

Agriculture of the Baron d e Hirsch Fund, and give you herein the 

result of the conclusions of t he Cor.mi t tee in a le t te!" of its 

Chai nnan .. 

. The Cormnittee is somewhat app~ehensive' lest it might 

burden you wi th a responsi b ility which it has no right to put upon 

your shoulders, for with the peculiar i n terests at stake the Com-

mittee feels that it must not risk a failure i n any .direction. 

I have personally said to the Comnitteo that in n o event 

would I consent that you should assume the responsibility of abso-

lute success, for that would simply mean that the settlers would 

lie down upon you and upon the Committoe . 

tJnder these circumstances the Conmitteo had hardly any 

aho.ice but to reach the conclusion laid 'down in the enclosod let-

tel" of Chairman Goldman , but the Committee is not orily willing, bu t 

desirous to shoulder any loss in case the property already acquired 

will have to be sold at a price below its cost, and I ask -it as a 

personal favor to myself that if any such loss ' occurs you will pel'--
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J.J.H. 
5-3-92 . 

mi t th e Oomrni t t ee to should e r it. 

I n eed hardly add that we all f eel neve r t heless un der 

lasting obl i ga t ions to you, and we a r e very desirous to be o f ser-

vice to you i n return should an opportun i ty offer. 

Your account o f the g rand results of the f iscal year n ow 

drawing to a close is i n deed more t han satisfactory, and it is but 

n atural that confi dence i n the Great No r t h ern property is continu-

ally i n creasing. I hope when you come here you will be able to 

say something defini te to us both as to the c'rop prospects along 

your sy.tem a -s well as upon the outlook fOr the lin e to the Pacif-

ic. 

I am ple ased to learn t hat you are coming Eas t very soon. 

I hope you ,will brin g Mrs. Hill, and wi t h her spend a f ew days wi th 

us on t he sea-ooast. You will f i nd our place con si derably cha nged 

to its advantag e sin ce last year. 

James J. Hill Esq., 
c/o Great Northern Ry. 00. 

St. Paul, Minn. 
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L AW O F F I C ES O F 
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~td1tlptr~t &: (~nlblna1t. 

Te/9phone No. 730 Cortlandt. 

Cable Address "'Outbalance" 

My dear Mr. Sclli.f1' . 

II PINE STREET, 

I have read t he le t ter of Mr. Hill of the 25th of May, wi t h 

much i n t erest and h ave given t he que s t i on of the proposed colony 

189 

in Minn esota caref ul t hought, and be g h er ewith to give you my bptft. 

ion wi t h regard t o the same . 

I trust you will n ot ascribe any vani t y to me when I say ~h1' 

the constant intercourse that I have had with our Russian bre~ 

f or th e last ten y ears a nd mo re parti cular l y , during t he laat ' 

years , justif ies me i n expressing my views wi th some degpte o-t 

po si tiv ene8s. That a large c lass of the Russ i an rei'ugeee who .~ 

r ive on our sh or. s are desirous of t u rni ng t o agri cult ural 'puraui tIt 

t he r e can be no doubt o-r , n or t ha t many of them have an earnest de-

si r e to undergo the hardsh ips of such a pursui ~ as they undars t an4 

the s ame . The numb er of t hose I however , who have any pr e vious ex-

perlance i n a g ricultural pursuits ! i~ unf ortunat ely , very ltmited. 

You will remerrt><er t hat . i n the arti c le recentl y publi.shedby Mr . 

Arnol d White, i n the Contempor a ry Revi ew , h e pl a ces t h e number of 

Jewi sh fa~ers i n Rus sia , at ab out sixty-four t housand ; this , aut 

of abou t .t'i,ve mi l li on J ews , i s , of course a pi t i ab l W' small number . 

Of t hose who imnigrate from Russia t o thi s country , I do n ot think 
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..JACOB STEI NHARDT. 

Telephone No. 730 Cortlandt. 
Coh/e Address "Outba/ance" 

" 
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. L AW OFFICES OF 

II PINE STREET, 

JU LIU S GOLDMAN. 

( 

that even t he same propo rt ion of ,farmers can b e f ound . Un der 
I 

t hese cil"cunstance .. , we are dealing almost exclusiv ely with people 

who, whilst they have the desire to becane ta~ers, have not the 

nee ess3·ry experience. Furth ennore, though many ·of them have the 

enthusiasm f or a g ricult ural pursUits, t h eir ent husiasm is based 

upon ideas so diff erent fran th e actual tlWts that they en count er, 

that their bouyant spi ri ts are v ery apt to oo ze out when the hard 

task tnat lies bef ore t hem is a ctually encountered. The .isolateq 

life upon a tann, away from cit ie ~ and all th e prev ious cond! tions 

that they have b een acc ustomed to, soon discourage the people, and 

13ft 

make them los e their energies. You are so well acquainted with tie 

hi s tory of colonization amongs t t he Russian Jews i n thi s countrY . 

t hat i t is no t nec essary for me t o draw to your a t t en tion .~ stngle 

fae t a , and I b eli ev e you will agr ee With me tha t we have nO Etxamp l.e 

of succ 9Ss to shoW, exc ept in such ;l,n stances.her.,e J,~the , e.oloni • • 

nave been f ounded near some l arge city where t here are tacto rie. t 

Which tho se members ot the t anilies who do no t 1tOrk on the f i e lds . 

can find employment. and where t hey are un der the 'conatan\ guidanoe f 
and ,re~elve enc ouragement fran some p erson wh o i s placed a bove th_, 
very Jm1Cb in the natu~ of a guard ian . . I need bu t remind YOU of 

our aXpe r1 enc $a in Oreg on , North and South Da kota, Mi nn e.s ota , and 



J A CO B STEINHARDT. JULIUS GOLDMAN. 

LAW OFFICE S O F 

~t.tinlptrht &: ~nlh-ma1t . 

Tel9phon9 No. 730 Cortland!, 
CaMe A d dr(JSD "Outbalance" 

II PINE STREET, 

139 

Kansa. to reeall to your mind instances of failure, and the colonis 

in New Jersey as examples of success. Applying these principle. 

to the proposed colony in Minnesota, I cannot c anvince myself that 

we are 'likely to achieve succ ess. The land tha.t Mr. Hill bas 

selected, would undoubtedly answer the requirements of Scandanav1&ni 

Gemans and Irishmen whose ideas of agricultural work are baaed 

upon actual experience in their own countries and whose expecta-

tiona fon: luccess are l1iil:J. ted 1hdeed. OUr people/ I am: afraid, 

would nei ther be satisfied with the character of the farms that 

are to be given them, nOr with the conditions ot life as ther will 

find them in Minneaota. Atter Mr. Rosenthal had made his repen, 

i spent an evening in the selection from amongst a large number of 

applicants, of such famil~ea as I thought would answer the r eqU11"8-

ments. Only nineteen failies were chosen and whilst al'l of them , 

atter the candi tions upon which they were to be sent, had bEJ8n f'ul:q 

set forth to them in every detail, agreed that they would be satis-

fied with what was offered, yet from the questions they asked ,fran 

their past and present occupations an d their genwral characteriltica 

I could not but feel that the probabilities of success would be 

very remote indeed. I do not say that single families would not 1::e 

per:rectly sa ti afied Wi th what they would :rind in Minne.ota, but I 
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woUJ.d not undertake t o gu.arantee f or any of the famili es whan I 8"". 
Under these oi rcumst ances, I an i nc lined t o di ssuade the Trus t ees 

of t he Fund f r om undertaki ng this c olony . I t 'would hardly be f air 

towards Mr. Hill, Whose generous i nterest i n our enterprise r e-

quires of us t o send such peopl e , with wham at least t h ere would be 

a pr obabili ty of suoc ess . . Th e pe opl e themselves , though they 

would g o t o Mi nnes ota wi th a f ull understanding of the conditions 

t~t they will enc ount er there, have a right t o &ssune that we will 

not undertake anything tha t does not assure th€jll of success , and 

above a ll, the EI'lti I"e' cause t hat we have at heart wUl not allow o"t, 

a 1'ail,ul"e in this di rection. My conc l us i on/ theref ore, is , that i n 

asmuch as Mr . Hill stat es that we need tee l under n o obligat ion t o 

take the fanns that he has prepared . and that he can easi l y dis pose 

of them Without any loss t o himself , that we accept h i s gES1e1'Oua 

offer t o release us , and absta i n from colonizing in Mi nnetota . 

Our f i el d f or colonization ~t for the present be as near aa 

poss ible t o l arge ci ties and where we or'; oul" agents can continually 

supervi se and guide the c olon i sts . 

I woul d no t like the views I have. herein expressed, rejudice 

the Russ i an cause . The conditions we have to deal with have been 

b roilllght abou t by centuries of oppressi on and hardship that have 



JACC'''' STEINHAR DT. 
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,§tritt!ptr-ht &: ODxil.b-ltt¢tlt. 

Telephone No. 730 Cortlandt. 
Cable Addres s "Outb a/ance " 

II PINE STREET, 

gone a great way to sap the vitality of the peopl e ; that ' the~ 

should be s o much stil l lett and that the intellect of the p eople 

shoUld b e as great as 'Ire tind it , i s a matter for just. pri de and 

aston ishment. 

Yours 81nQe~ely, 

Jac ob H. Schiff , Bsq., 

32 Nassau St., City. 

~-LA- _ ~~f-d~ a 
~?'/ 

m9 



.. ....... 1892. St Paul, Min~~ J 
~~/~ .. .......... ~ ...... ........ .............. ..... .......... . 

and by you, 

has this day been duly presented by me for payment ... 

and payment duly demanded and refused. 

Whereupon I DULY PROTESTED said ... ~~-.......... . 
for non-payment and the holders look to you for the payment thereof, 

with damages, interest and costs. 

Yours respectfully, 

.. _ .. ______ ~ .. 4 ... fu .... ~ ... 
Notary Public, Ramsey Co ., Minn. 

Protested by request of the MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK , of St. Paul, Minn. 
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Seattle, June 3rd, 1892. 

w. A.. Stephans/ 

St. Pml t Minn. 
. -

Message about Seminary received. - Aetion proposed is all r 'ight. 

Jas. J. Hill 

.' 

.. 
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T Bl!; WESTER 'I RAPS COMPA Y. 

This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messag 
Errors ca n be guarded against only by repeating a m ess 

delays in transmission or delivery of Unr epeated Night M sa 
in any case when the claim is hot presented in writing within 'rty 

This is an UNR EPEATED NIGHT MESSAGE, and is elive der the conditions named above. 
THOS. T . ECKERT, Gener al Manager. NORVIN G"R.EEN. President. 

======~~~~~~~~====~====~======~~==========-=~ 

/ ; OER .- (}I SENff_~ I CHECK . I~ T U ~~ qo~ __ . 
R e_ceived at ST. PAUL, MINN. ~ I t2 ~ __ g'AA/lA..p _~ ___ 181P"2-

_ /}/I _ M. Standa rd Time - J 
{2l5ateL . 11_ L.e--vv ~Lt AC "2-

e/; __ 11f:-. :~~ ___ a~~~ __ ._ ,~_ 
-----~~~ -~- -1Of~--- ---- . 

~.~-~ .. 1~t_~~···-····--' -----­
~-- ~jz~~ ~-~~~ __ JLfR----.. --

b ~LVV~J _____ 1iL~ __ 111 ~~~~ 
.4t/~ --- - - - --- ---L ____ ~::::::::::~::::::::::========~~:;~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~~ ____ ~~~-~~~~~~~ ____ UW~== ____________ ~~--__ ~~~ 
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