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st. Paul, Minn., July 13th, 1892. 

J J. Hill, president, 

Great Northern Ry., 3rd Cor., Rosabel, City. 

Dear sir:-
Enclosed please find a proposition, wh ich y; e are sub­

mitt ng to the leading men of this city . 

To the members who inves t the amount of :..; subscribed stock 

($12, 000), we offe r an assured, average amount of 25 per cent per 

annum for the first 4 years, and 50 per cent annually,and upwards 

thereafter, according t o the ruling prices of the production. 

Owing t o the recent speculative spirit in town-site pro ­

perty, the cities of California have developed far in advance of 

the surroundj.ne; country - the inexhaus tible resources of which ' a.re 

onl: awaiting the invitation of capital to pour thcir teeming 

millions into the lap of industry. 

We dosil" ,": a numbor of the rcpresentative men i n the 

business circles of this city, as officers and directors of the 

California Fruit and Vineyard Company of St . paul, and from sucg 

do we court th e strict es t inves t iga t ion of the m eri ts o f" our pT'O­

position, being confident of tm ir endorsement, and knowing that 

the populace may always be dep ended upon to follow th eir leaa ers. 

You are doubt less a busy man, and this your "busy day", 

but permit us to sue;gest the fact, that no man is infallible, and 

it I!1ay be .2E.£ .2f. ~ ~istake_~ of your .!ife, should you fail to in­

vestigate this offer. 

We shall be pleased to call upon you at any time and 

place, that may be suitable to your convenience, and present you 

vii th albums anc.l texts, fig1.1reS and facts, concerning same. 

Trusting to receive an early reply, "18 remain wi th re ­

spec t, sir, 

Dictated C. B. P . 



PROPOSITION: 

Corporation fonnation­

capital Stock-$192,OOO­

Subscription (paid) $12, 00 

Shares #640 -

Representing 640 acres Peach Orchard and Raisin Vineyard-
I 

Par value-$300, per share-

Term of Maturity 60 months, (5 years) 

payable $5. per month-

Location of Corporation-St. Paul-Minn.-

Location of Holdings-Kern or Inyo County-California.-

Purchase price of land and water-right-$75,per acre ($48,000)-

[1 1~ -7~J 

Cost 3 years developenont -orchard & Vineyard $75 ,per acre, ($48.000) 

Total cost of land and devclopement (3 years) $96 ,000-

profit 25 per cent per annum (average) for first 4 years.-

Profit 5th year and after-50 per cent and upward annually-

N. B/ 

presented by C. B. Putman, of San Francisco, cal -

st. Paul Office #94 E 4th st., Room #6-

The canbination of rich soil, ample water for irrigation, 

and 300 days of sunshine every year, give positive assurance to 

the possibility of the above proposition, the investigation of 

which, a business man can not afford to decline. 



G~AN~ E CLIN~ fVEACH. 
NATURAL SIZE AND COLOR. 
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( INCORPORATED ') 

CAPITAL $ 10.000.000,0_0 

LLOYD TEvIs . President . 

IRWIN C. STUMP .Vice Pres! 

~~ 
J .B .HAGGIN. 

WP .GOAD. 
W'! S .T EVI S. 

HENRY WAD SWOR'l'H . 

F . G . DRUM, 

Secretary . 
'8/Ur47~~/?~JL~ S.W . FERGUSSON , 

Agent. SAN FRANCISCO,CALIFORNIA . 

bl]e peael] if) ~erf) ~OUf)ty. 
While Oalifornia yields abundantly of oranges, apricots, and other fruits that 

are either not produced at all elsewhere in this country, or at hest only in limited localities, the 
peach always has been, and doubtless always will be, a great favorite with horticulturists in this 
State. Subject to none of the diseases which ha.V'e proven so disastrous to the peach orchards of 
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the East, attaining maturity much earlier than in other sections, and producing large and regu­
lar crops of the most luscious fruit, which return profits that are frequently almost incredible, it 
is no wonder that the peach is so gre'lt a favorite, and that the area devoted to its culture increases 
constantly from year to year, while the demand is such that prices never reach a point which 
fails to return a handsome profit to the producer. 

While peaches of fine quality are produced in nearly every county of the 
fifty-four that constitute this great State, it is no exaggeration to assert that the orchards of the 
valley lands of Kern County stand [Jre-eminent. In earliness of maturity, rapidity and thrifti­
ness of growth, abundant productiveness, and size and flavor of fruit, the peach orchards of 
this section art' absolutely without a peer. That this is no mere unfounded assertion will he 
proven by a few facts easily susceptible of corroboration and wllich may well be classed as phe­
nomenal, though not at all exceptional in the region referred to. 

From fifteen acres of the George's Late Cling variety, when the trees had been in 
orchard but eighteen months, there was harvested a crop of five tons of first·c1ass fruit. At the 
time this fruit was growing, a crop of potatoes that yielded some $500 was taken from the 
ground between the trees. The following year the trees were ~o burdened with young fruit 
that it became necessary to remove half to two-thirds thereof. The remainder matured magnifi­
cently, and from the orchard there were shipped 7,731 boxes of fresh fruit, 3,000 pounds of dried 
fruit, which sold for a high price, and several hundred boxes of choice specimens that were 
given away or sold in small quantities. The gross yield of this crop was $360 an acre, and the 
entire expense of cultivation and harvesting was a little over twenty·one dollars, leaving a net 
return of almost $340 for each acre. 

Another remarkable instance of success in peach culture is that of a seven 
year old (1890) peach orchard of twenty acres-seventeen George's Late Cling and three Orange 
Cling. Unfortunately no record was kept of the actual yield of these trees fur the first five years, 
but the third season after planting there was a fair amount of fruit, while in the fourth and fifth 
years there were good crops which sold for $40 to $45 per ton. The sixth year the crop was 
5,600 boxes of twenty pounds each, and the price received was 4 1-5 cents per pound. The 
seventh (last) year there were gathered 16,013 boxes of George's Late and 2,500 boxes of 
Orange Clings, beside which there were four tons of dried fruit. The total receipts were $13,3°7, 
while the entire cost of production was but $1,300, leaving- a net return of $12,000, or $600 an 
acre. Other equally remarkable instances might be cited did not lack of space forbid, but these 
will suffice for illustration. 

Not the least remarkable feature of the peaches produced in Kern County is 
their large size, high color and fine flavor, coupled with qualities that enable them to beshipped 
to the Eastern market with little or no loss. Hundreds of boxes were packed last year, in which 
each peach weighed a pound or more, while frequently specimens were gathered that were from 
twenty to twenty-three ounces in weight. The accompanying illustration shows the actual 
size, and. as nearly as may be, the natural coloring of the Orange Cling Peach grown in Kern 
County. Tons of fruit of a similar size were produced last year, in the orchards of C. A. Maul 
and others, an9 are again being gathered the present season. 

It must be apparent to any observant man that such fruit as this will always com­
mand the very highest price, whether marketed in its fresh condition, in cans, or dried. Indeed, 
since the commencement of peach culture in this section, the very topmost prices have been paid 
for Kern County fruit. . I 

The peach grower of Kern County enjoys advantages in the disposition of his 
crop which are not surpassed. and seldom equaled. The climate is such that should prices 
for fresh fruit decline, the product may be easily cured in the open air, with no other aid than 
the sun's rays, something that is either difficult or impossible in nJany peach growing sections 
along the Coast, where fogs and moist atmosphere prevail during the harvest ~eason. I n this 
dry, warm valley, too, there is an absence of diseases which prevail under less favorable climatic 
conditions, while the experience of the p~st shows that peach culture is atteneJe(l with less delay 
or risk than in almost any . other section that might be chosen. When to the extraordinary 
growth and productiveness of the peach is added the fact that lands adapted to its culture are 
obtainable here for fifty to seventy-five per cent. less than is asked under less favorable conditions 
elsewhere, it will be seen that the claim advanced at the outset, that Kern County is emphatically 
the peach producing section of California, has an abundant and indisputable foundation. 

~ai8if) Cultur~ if) ~alitorf)ia. 
It is something like thirty years since the Muscat Grape, the variety from 

which all raisins but the seedless, are made, was first introduced into California. The raisin 
industry, as it exists to·day, ho\,,:ever. is by no means so old as that, it having practically been 
the development of the last ten or a dozen years. Though the industry is so young, the raisins 
of California have almost driven the imported fruit from the American market", and bid fair to 
become a formidable competitor ahroad. 

For numerous reasons, raisin culture is one of the most attractive industries of the 
many that are unique in this State. In sections best adapted to the Muscat grape, the vines, when 
well cared for, commence to yield a fair quantity of fruit the second year after being planted. 
Indeed, there are many cases on record where considerable amounts have been gathered during 
the first season, while in numerous instances the second season's product has sufficed to pay all 
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the expense incurred in the planting ancl cultivation of the vineyard. From the second SeMon 
the amount of fruit increases rapidly until it is not an infrequent occurrence for a mature vineyard 
to yield from fifteen to twenty tons of fruit to the ac~e. The average price of raisin grapes, sold on 
the vines, has for years fluctuated from $18 to $25 to the ton. It is thus easily seen that the 
industry is a very profitable one. 

With the increasing production in California, there has been an increased 
consumption in the East, and those who have studied the matter mGst carefully, do nut hesitate 
to express the belief that the time will never come when a good quality of raisins wiH not com­
mand a price that will be satisfactorily remunerative to the producer. 

There are several essentials of soil and climate requisite for the successful pro­
duction of raisins that should be sought before one decides upon the locality in which to 
engage in this attractive and profitable industry. Among these are a rich soil, abundance of 
water, and above all, a warm, dry climate during the curing season. Without making any 
invidious comparisons, it may be unhesitatingly asserted without fear of successful contradiction, 
that the one locality where the essentials of soil and climate for successful raisin culture are 
found in combination ill the greatest measure, is the valley region .of Kern County. Enough has 
been accomplished there to show that the soil and water supply are all that can be desired. The 
vineyards, covering thousands of acres, that are now under successful cultivation, show by their 
phenomenal growth that the Muscat grape here finos a congenial locality, while the facility 
with which the raisins are cured . without loss, testifies emphatically to the superior climatic 
advantages of the section referred to. 

Beside the superior advantages of soil and climate enjoy~d by the raisin growers 
of Kern, there is the added and equally important fact that the choicest lands, adapted to 
the Muscat grape, may be had for from twenty-five to seventy-five per cent. less than is demanded 
elsewhere for lands that are not nearly so desirable. All the statements that have been made in 
the foregoing are susceptible of irrefragable proof by that best of methods, ocular demonstra­
tion, as illustrated in numerous instances throughout the Kern . Valley. So numerous are these 
cases, and so perfe~t the proof afforded, that it is small wonder many believe that Kern County, 
is destined to become the center of raisin culture in this State. 

II) tt}e I\~rl) Vall~y . 
The southern extremity of the great San Joaquin Valley is occupied by the delta 

of the Kern river, which comprises a couple of million acres of soil whose fertilit.y is beyond 
compare. It is in fact one vast seed bed, prepared by the hand of Nature. For ages has this 
work of preparation been going on, and now for the first time is man benefited by it. 

In the heart of the valley lies the prosperous, enterprising city of Bakersfield, 
with its 3,000 inhabitants, and its numerous blocks of modern style business buildings. This city 
is acknowledged by all who have had an opportunity to judge, to be one of the best business 
points in the interior, and promises to become one of the largest cities in the State. It has an 
immens,~ territory tributary to it, and has manufacturing and commercial facilities such as ate not 
surp.lssed by ~ny other point in the State. 

Surrounding Bakersfield are a half million acres of garden land belonging to 
the Kern County Land Company, which is now offered to settlers upon terms of the most liberal 
character. These lands are supplied with an abundance of water by a system of irrigating canals 
consisting of over 300 miles of main water-way, and several times that amollnt in laterals. 

Recognizing the fact that the hest results in the development and settlement of 
the State have been secured through the Colony system, the Kern County Land Company has 
subdivided a large area into small tracts and laid out the Rosedale and Lerdo Colonies, both of 
which are now rapidly settling up with a most desirable class of people. Churches and schools 
have already been established, and so far from there being any necessity for" roughing it," 
settlers in these colonies find themselves in the midst of all the appliances of modern civilization, 
and surrounded by the most congenial social influences. 

While these lands are actually worth two or three times as much, as may be learned 
from comparison with other less favored localities, yet in order to induce settlement they are 

.. offered for $60 an act·e, with payments spread over a period of three years, only one-fourt·h 
heing required in cash. It is thus seen that but a small amount of capital is needed at the outset, 
and the balance of the amount can readily be obtained from the cultivation of the land itself. 
Examination will convince anyone that, all things considered, the opportunities offered by the 
Kern County Land Company are superior to any that I~an be found elsewhere. 

The Kern County Land Company is composed of a number of the most prom­
inent business men in the State. It has millions of capital invested in this section, and will 
always have vast interests there. Its prime object is the inducement of settlement, rafher than 
the realization of immediate profit, and in pursuance of that object it has already sold thousands 
of acres of land for actually less than it has cost them. By individual effort it has organized 
and brought from the East and from Europe, numerous parties of settlers, and during the last 
two years has provided homes for thousands, not one of whom has ever, by hint or word, 
expressed di,;satisfaction. On the contrary, without exception, all have acknowledged that the 
reality has far exceeded all the anticipations fOl med by them from the representations made 
beforehand. 

~ _____ r_·~ ____ ~ __ J 
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