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DURAND-RUEL, )//
16 RUE LAFFITTE

AND ,

11 RUE LE PELETIER NEW YORK OFFICE,
i doic K 315 FIFTH AVENUE (cor. 320 STREET).

July 21st, 1892,

/ @f
Jas. I H111 Esq.,
¢ Great Northern Ry,
St. Paul, Minn.

Dear Sir:-

I have just received by cable some very important informa-
tion regarding the Van Prat estate, of whiech my father and ourselves have
often spoken to you,

Mr, Devaux, the son-in-law of Mr. Van Prat, who had always
been opposed to the sale of that Collection unless it were to a publie
gallery, has just died. His death removes a considerable obstacle to the
sals of that Colleection as the other heirs are not rich by any means and
will be favorably inelined to listen to the offers, which will now be
made.

I do not remember whether you saw that Collection when you
passed through Brussasls 1as£ vear, but I think we sent you a list of the
pietures it contained one or two years ago. It is considered by‘all ex-
perts as the finest and most complete collsetion of the French School of
1830, not excepting the Secrétan Collection which was more important in
numbers, hut not half as remarkable in its selection.

My father has valued the Van Prat Collection at 2,500,000
franes several years ago (1885), butﬁghe actual prices that the French
pietures bring, the masterpieces composing that Colleetion are probably
worth more than that amount.

Two different dealsrs have offered for their own account
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2,000,000francs for that Collection, but their offers were not even lis-
tened to, as Mr. Devaux wanted to sell only to the Belgian or French gal-
leries and at a priece not under two million and a half franecs,

Should you decide to do anything regarding this matter,
which I would advise you by all means to do, plsase send word to the Pal-
mexr House, Chicago, where I will be to-morrow, It would be very easy for
me to go as far as St. Paul, if you desire to see me for any further in-
formation regarding this matter.

My father eables me that while he is not at all sure of
getting the Collsction for two million and a half, it may still be possi-
ble that the heirs would accept that amount, the more so because they
would rather sell the Colleetion to an American than to any one in Europe
as it would ereate much less tnik, and hardly any one would hear of the
sale,

: I have neither written ner spoken about this to any one
else, and will net do so before I hear of your intentions, as I think you
spoke to me of that Collection last year and told me you were interested
In it.

Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain,

Yours truly,

70%}%04»«/(/1/‘4—(7
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