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August 7th, 1892. 

Peter Siems , Esq . , 

Care Shepard, Siems & Co . , 

St . Paul , Minn . 

Dear Sir : -

\ 
\ 

I have written Mr . Beckler again, to say that Mr . ShieldQ and 

I" yourself will have entire charge of the work of preparing the line 
I 

the boat transf r at the Columbia R.Lver, from the point where 

i t leaves the main line, to where it reache s the river , and that all 

he! will be asked to do will be to mak e the surve~l . and gi ve you the 

s\takes . 
,{ 

He has ordered the cas t inp';s , wh ich he will turn over to 

you. 

\ I am anxious to have the tracklaying go ' as fast as possible , so 

as to lreach the river at the earliest date . It will take a few 

days to get the transfer in shape, and get started on the West siae, 

after which I hope the line will be ready , so that tracklaying can 

cant inue . 

We are starting a Mr . Conley, one of our best track men, to the 

Coast , to lay the track from Lowell East, an~ to ballast the r02L as 

l:e goes . 

P~t on whatever force is necessary to ~rad~ t h e track to the 

transfer, and to get everything ready , ana let UcKenzie have his work 

all prepared as far as possible in advance . I f there are any cribs 
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required for the boat to flank a,n;3.inst ) he can build them of timber , 

and fill them with local rock . 

If you fine 3ny heavy cuts on the line as surveyed , 

get rid of them by throwinr; ell m out, 60 not 

1i110 chB."lge , or to do anyt'ling else that will faci l itate the 

A copy of th i s memorano.um has been sent to \11" . Shields . 

I have your telegram in rORa~ to rto ~le cr9wing . 

Benson can get alonE~ as Vlell wi thout 6.ouble crewing , I am sure I have 

no objections . My only object is to llaster the v/ork, ane whatever 

will bf'st do this is 'what I ~':ohld like to have you d.o . 

Yo ur' s t r u1 'jr, 

, 
, I 

I 
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Augu.t 7th, 1892. 

Peter Siem., Bsq., 

Oare Shepard, Siem. & Co., 

St. Paul, Minn. 

near Sir:-

I haYe written 1Ir. Beokler again, to say that ~. Shields and 

70urs.1f will baYe entire oharge of the work of preparing the line 

for the boat transfer at the Oolumbia River, from the point where 

it leave. the main line, to where it reaohe. the river, and that all 

he will be asked to do will be to ~. the survey and give you the 

atakea. He has ordered the .astings, whioh he will turn oyer to 

you. 

I am anxious to haye the trackla7ing go as fast as possible, 80 

as to reach the river at the earliest date. It will take a few 

days to set the transfer in shape, and get started on the West side, 

after Which I hope the line will be ready, so that tracklaying can 

continue. 

We are atarting a Mr. Conley, one of our best track men, to the 

Coast, to la7 the track from Lowell Bast, and to ballast the roa~ as 

he goes. 

Put on whatever force is necessary to grade the track to the 

transfer, and to get eyerything ready, and let McKenzie have his WOrk 

all prepared as far as possible in advance. If there are any cribs 

P. S. 2. 

required for the boat to flank against, he can build them of timber, 

and fill them with local rook. 

If you find any heavy outs on the line as surveyed, and you can 

get rid of them by throwing th&m out, do not hesitate to have the \! 
line ohange~ or to do anything else that will facilitate the work. I~ 

A oopy of this memorandum has been sent to Mr. Shields. 

I have your telegram in regard to double crewing. It you think 

Benson oan get along as well without double crewing, I am sure I have 

no objeotions. MY only object is to hasten the work, and whatever 

will best do this is what I would like to have you do. 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


