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Dear Mr FiJ l : 

( 

As yt J aro::; d\Jubtlos~l aware , th0 Stc:rr. 8 prov ides at 

least c thousand. do lla 's for tho pint i "lg a ortra1t of 

eacl Ol.l.tgo i_'1g governor . It -- il l. be llccee>\Cary :[' r me , therefor e, 

to en~c.tfe son~() artist to provide '=', I)Ortra to .: ilyse If betwe en no.7 

and Jcnuc.:.ry . In addit':'on as you have cften hard me s r y, I am 

anxious to have a good p ortrait of' ~'"rs l .. iGT: iam. Can you sugg':.st 

the name of any OJ. e vrho 70ule GO lC here ~1d paint a I.lo rt rait of 

rs . M(.;y r iam aD.d mY[3clf? I should )e glad 'CO have y ur judgment 

as to t }"' e best mal "(,0 rb th' v; 1'1. Whst do you think of young 

I.. :tler'.. If it "fould not be to J ch trouble I '\\ uld be glad to 

h ave ,you talk Vlj_ th him whj .. le in Hew Yor17 
( if you think he is the 

proper !) 8TSOll ("O do the work) .. 

If YOll. hc~VTJ e.ny o:ne Clfje iL1 i1 d kindly suggest vhe nalne W 

me . I do nr)t desti.1"e to put you to any ~xtra t.j."ouble , for [ ]nl0'''1 

you are bu s y. 

Ma.bel is out !7>pending a woele ·with the girls at the farm . 

J. ...T. Hi 1_ _ ' s q 
Ibel:1arl(~ Hotel, 

ll(~ ': lorJ. ... St'Gy 

SinC8rc ..... y y )urs 1 
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DAILV, SUNDAV",WEEKLV·1HE ARGUS 

FARGO, N . D ., AUC 15. 1892 

}on. Jas. J Hill, st. Paul 

Dear Sir: Your telegram of thi date ree iv d to-day Th name 
of my trav line man is Gea W Harris n I received a 1,000 mile mileage 
book for him on Friday last from Mr Whi tn.,., so that he is fixed for. the 
present. I think Mr Whitney muat hay misunderatood my request at fir t 
Harrison was traveling for the Minn apoli TriBune until he oame on to The 
Argus on ABgllst lat. and Mr Whitney was not aware that he had lett the 
Tribune.~. Jlarrison is doing b ttcr for The Arcus no than any tray lirE 
man I have,wh retofore had h done When took hold The Arcus wa print­
ing 52 quires daily circulation: ware now printing 70 quir on the av­
erage I am confident the inere •• would ,have been much gre ter had not . 
Edwards started the Forum F r aWhile after be startod our 10 sa ot 
subscriber ••• ,~i'.'~ were qu te h aV7, ut for om months past .e 
hay b en steadily gainina 

If you will allow me to treapass upon your time I would like to make 
a suggestion or two in regard to Th Argu e ar a good d al hamp red 
by the poor and worn-out condition of the plant The pre 8 i an old rat­
tle-trap whieh broke down oon atter I took hold I wa fortunate enoulh 
to get hold of an ingenious machini t here, who although not a pr 
build r, succeeded in ubatantially reconstructing it 0 th t it has sine 
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been in a much b tter condition than before the break down; .ut it 1. 
still far from perfect and 1s what printers call a regular type crusher 
The type is old and worn and deficient in quantity, and th quantity i 
beinl constantly diminished by the reakage of letters on th press In 
order to have enough type to £0 around I have just broulht into use an old 
discarded font of long primer I do not like the looka of it in the pa 
per, aut am oDliged to use it in ord r to have enoulh type I do not 

' think it would pay to buy a new dress of type wi thout buying a new preas t )( 

as the old press would soon grind down the face of new type And if a new 
outfit of press and type were put in, I would think it advisable to have a 
new buildins The Argus building ia an illy-constructed, barn like affair 
in a bad looation and not conveniently adapted to the business Last 
winter my coal bill averaged ov r $200 pGr month, while in the summer it 
r uns about $7o--the latter flcure ahowinc the expenditure for power We 
have a lease of this building tor three years trom 1a t ctoDer but Ur 
Schuyler. fo r the Citizen s National Bank, say he will releaas u at an), 
time if we desire to leave the build1nl I can run alone here ju t as wo 
are, and get out a f"alrly decent paper, but am confident we could make a 
much better impression, do a much better business, and discourage oppoal 
tion more quickly if the improvements I have suggest ed were carried out •. 

In regard to the business of Tho Argus, I have been very much disap­
pointed in it myself" This is not a good newspaper to,rn and the newspaper 
businea here is overdone E~ward has made a stronger showins than I 
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expected he would. He has quite a following of a peQuliar ort, and he h 
worked the sympathy raoket f'or all there is in it It is a mys tLry to 
most people where he gets the moans to hang on, as I am confident th t hi 
paper must b 10 inc money He bought his outfit entire y ... aimee' •• 
• ilel, or almost entirely on credit--and I am 'told that ard ~t Luse &.00., 
the type-founders t not only sold him his typ on cr ,>Jdi t but advanc d him 
money also. He has the most remarkable faculty of gattlns credit f any 
man without resources I ever aw, and in the science of blaokmail he is a 
genius. 

I have some hopes that The Argus can be put on a paying basis this 
fall; but we ·arJ now in the dullest month of the year, and advertlsinc 
business is very li&ht indeed If Fargo should continu to gr w and be 
como a city of 15,000 or 20,000 inhabitants,!h Argus mlcht be made a 
valuable piece of" property But with it present population and business 
The Argus 1s a much too xpens1ve paper fO~ , the town 

Very truly yours, 
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