


GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY.

40-42 WALL STREET,
P. O. Box 756. NEwW YORK.
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EXPERT COURT WORK. BLUE PRINTING.

«——~—OFFICE | ——

CHARLES A. FORBES,

ENGINEER
FOR CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL.

COUNTY SURVEYOR DAKOTA COUNTY.

Maps, Plans and Estimates made for system of Street Grading,
Water Works, Sewerage, Etc.

Rooms 401 AND 402 LUMBERMENS' EXCHANGE.

St. Paul, Minn.,. . “¥ecge /8 =7 1892 .
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Dear Mr Hill:

A8 you are doubtless aware,the Stat e provides at
least a thdusand dollars for the Tutrpose of painting a portrait of
each ocutgoing governor, It will be necessary for me,thereforé,
to engage some artist to provide @ portralt of myself between now
and January, In addition, as you have often Heard me say, I am
apxious to have a good portrait of Mrs Merriam, Can you suggest
the name of any ome who would come here and raint a portrait of
Mrs. Merriam and myself? I should be glad to have your judgment
as to the best man to do the werk. Whait do you think of young
Muller: If it would not be too much trouble I would be glad teo
have you telk with him while in Hew York( if you think he is the
proper nerson Lo do the work).

If you have any oune else in mind,kindly suggest the name 0
me. I do not desire to put you te any extra trouble,for I know
e
you are e§%¥57busy.
Mebel is out spendimg a week with the girls at the famm,

Sineerely yoyrs,

J. §. Bi1L Esg //%, & \
Albemarle Hotel, s T
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LEADING NEWSPAPER OF NORTH DAKOTA. ! GEO. K. SHAW, Manaces.
\

| 'ﬁIE ARGUS

FARGO, N. D., Aug. 15, 1892.
Hone Jase Je Hill, St. Paul.

Dear Sir: Your telegram of this date received to-day« The name
of my traveling man is Geos Ws Harrisone I received a 1,000 mile mileage
book for him on Friday last from Mre. Whitney, so that he is fixed for the
presents I think Mre. Whitney must have misunderstood my request at first.
Harrison was traveling for the Minneapolis Tribune until he came on to The
Argus on August lst, and Mre. Whitney was not aware that he had left the
Tribunes#Zr. Harrison is doing better for The Argus now than any traveling
man I have heretofore had has dones When I took hold The Argus was print-
ing 52 quires daily circulation; .we are now printing 7¢ quires on the av=-
erages I am confident the 1ncreasc would have been much greater had not.
Edwards started the Forumes TFor awhile after he startcd our losses of
subscribers wes—quiteslre were quite heavy, but for some months past we
have been steadily gaining.

If you will allow me to trespass upon your time I would like to make
a suggestion or two in regard to The Arguse. We are a good deal hampered
by the poor and worn-out condition of the plant. The press is an old rat-
tle=-trap which broke down soon after I took holds I was fortunate enough
to get hold of an ingenious machinist here, who, although not a press-
builder, succeeded in substantially reconstructing it so that it has since




L &i592 7]
LEADING NEWSPAPER OF NORTH DAKOTA. 'Z___ GEO. K. SHAW, Manaces.

owc s, | HE ARGUS

PaRoo: N 13

been in a much better condition than before the break-down, but it is
still far from perfect and is what printers call a regular type-crusher.
The type is old and worn and deficient in quantity, and the quantity is
being constantly diminished by the breakage of letters on the press. In
order to have enough type to go around I have just brought inteo use an old
discarded font of long primers I do not like the looks of it in the pa-
per, but am obliged to use it in order to have enough typees I do not
think it would pay to buy a new dress of type without buying a new press, W
as the old press would soon. grind down the face of new types And if a new
outfit of press and type were put in, I would think it advisable to have a
new buildinges The Argus building is an illy-construeted, barn-like affair
in a bad location and not conveniently adapted to the business. Last
winter my coal bill averaged over $200 per month, while in the summer it
runs about $70--the latter figure showing the expenditure for power. We
have a lease of this building for three years from last October, but Mr.
Schuyler, for the Citizen's National Bank, says he will rclease us at any
time if we desirc to leave the buildinge I can run along here just as we
are, and get out a fairly decent paper, but I am confident we could make a
much better impression, do a mueh better business, and discourage opposi=
tion more quickly if the improvements I have suggestcd were carried outs.
In regard to the business of The Argus, I have been very much disap=-
pointed in it myselfs This is not a good newspaper town and the newspaper
business here is overdone, Edwarda has made a stronger showing than I
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FARGO, N. D,

expected he would. He has quite a following of a peculiar sort, and he hss
worked the sympathy racket for all therc is in ite It is a mystefry to
most people where he gets the mcans to hang on, as I am confident that his
paper must be losing moneys He bought his outfit cntirely er—eimest—en—~
“-irety or almost entirely on credit--and I am told that Marder, Luse &.Co.,
the type-founders, not only sold him his type on er:dit but advanced him
money also. He has the most remarkable faculty of getting credit of any
man without resources I ever saw, and in the science of blackmail he is a
geniuse

I have some hopes that The Argus can be put on a paying basis this
fall; but we.arc now in the dullest month of the year, and advertising
business is very light indeed. If Fargo should continue to grow and be=-
come a city of 15,000 or 20,000 inhabitants, The Argus might be made a
valuable piece of property. But with its present population and business
The Argus is a much too expensive paper for the town.

Very truly yours, ;2%;;;::;7 }Zfiiiiiii,
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