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MR. FORBES'S LATEST YACHT.

Having been familiar with the sea from the
time I could crawl into a boat until the present,
a perion of seventy years, I have taken a deep
interest in shipping. A native of the Orkneys,
I belong to a race of seamen. During the great
wars of Napoleon, out of a population of thirty
thousand, the Orkneys furnished five thousand
seamen for the British navy. Among these
wore all grades of officers from admiral to war-
rant officer. The last time Iwas in Holm, a
parish of the mainland, I visited the grave of
Admiral Graham. It may be remembered that
Stewart, whom Byron has immortalized in the
story of the mutiny of the Bounty, was a native
of Orkney. Personally I have served in all
classes of vessels from a fishing boat to a line-
of-battle ship, and in nearly all trades, includ-
ing sperm whaling, when sperm whaling was
in its glory, and have written sketches of more
new ships than any man in the country. I
state these facts to show that when I write
about shipping I have had considerable practi-
-cal knowledge of the subject.

The yacht Wild Duck, built of steel, was mod-
elled agrescably to the designs of her owner, Mr.
John M. Forbes, by the late Mr. Burgess. She
is the only complete steamer and sailing vessel

+in“the world that has a centreboard, andii

q_uriously enough, is the only vessel of her

name. The 280 gross and 116 52-100 tons net

measurement has engines of 400 horse-power,
and is fully rigged asa two-masted schooner.
On the water line she ig 125 feat leng; over all

154 feet 6 inches; has 23 feet 6 inches extreme

moulded breadth of beam; is 12 feet 6 inches

deep, and has 12 inches dead risa at half floor.

She has Belleville French boilers, the best in

the world, and since her trial trip, made July

13, 1891, has steamed and sailed about thirteen

thousand miles, and in storms, as well a8 calms,

has been all that her owner expected. His ex-
perience in her, however has suggested some

changes, which he is about t¢c embody in a

vessel of larger dimensions. This vessel he

proposes to name the Wild Swan.

She will be 150 feet long on the water line,
have 30 feet beam, be 17 feet deep under deck,
and draw 10 feet when light for coasthse
cruising and 11 to 12 feet, with a full supply of
coal, water and stores when bound on a long
voyage. From the water line tothe deck she
will have a foot flate on each side, which will
make her extreme breadth of beam 82 feet,
giving her more ‘‘elbow-room” on deck, but
still preserving her model at the line of flota-
tion like that of the Wild Duck. This will add
to the beauty of her general outline, while she
still retains all the qualities of the Wild Duck
for steaming or sailing. She will have™three
masts instead of two, the foremast partly
square rigged, but the space between the
main and mizzen masts will be kept free
from sails, to obvia* he downwarl draught |
which sails genere make when set near a
smoke-stack. Wheir under sail alone with
her screw feathered, of course she will have
all drawing sail. set on all the masts.
Owing to her increased length over that of the
Wild Duck, she will have two centreboards,
which will keep her as ¢lose to the wind as a’
pilot-boat, or any o*“ar vessel of her size.
Her machinery wil almost of the same
proportions and plan-_-that of the Wild Duck,
but perhaps a little larger, to give her about
one knot more speed, say 11% to 12 knots
regular, all-day steaming.

Her accommodations will be improveﬁ by
having a passage under deck through the
engine-room, but separated from it, to the
dining-room and staterooms forward. When
under sail, the after cabins will be most con-
venient, and when steaming, the forward
cabins will not be exposed to the odor of grease
and steam from the engineroom. Thus her
passengers will always have at command the
best accommodations below deck. Of course,
the quarter-deck under all circumstances, es-
pecially as she is designed mostly for sailing,
will be the promenade of the passengers.
The crew will have improved quarters
compared to those of the Wild Duck,
though those are all that can be de-
sired considering her size. It is proposed to
have the Wild Swan’s deck raised about three
feet forward, to form a top-gallant forecastle,
which will increase the space below. Her deck
house will be six inches higher than that of the
‘Wild Duck,and oné foot wider, and long enough *
to give her owner one good stateroom on deck,
and staterooms for the captain and chief
engineer. Her cabins will be six inches higher
than those of the Wild Duck, so that when

dge Horaca Gray visits her, as.

0, if “in the flesh,” he will not have to stoop. |
He will also find her deckroom seven and a '
helf feet wider. :

Her model, ag already stated, will be that of
the Wild Duck, modified, periaps, to give her
twelve inches more dead rise, but in its general
outline will be the same below the line of flota
tion. Ths Wild Duck’s model has been a com-
plete success. The Wild Swan, with two feet
more freeboard above the water line, and two
feet more draught of water, will have ample ca-
pacity for passengers, coal and water, without
being so flat on the floor as the Wild Duck. The
great advantage of being flat on the floor is
that in event of taking the ground a vessel will
remain upright and thus escape the danger of
bilging by listing on a hard bottom. If the
Alva had been as flat on the floor as the Wild
Duck, she would not have fallen on her side
when wrecked by the steamer H. F. Dimock.

The Wild Swan, with her two centreboards,
an ample spread of canvas, and her screw
feathered, will no doubt hold her own with any
vessel of her size ever yet designed. In boats,
life-preservers and other means of escape in the
event of shipwreck, shé will be amply pmvided
Some of the details of her equipment, notably
her boat davits, are the invention of the late
Commodore R. B. Forbes, the life-long friend of
seamen, He was the first to apply double top-
-sails to large shippir hich have added large-

Lo e bt gt ol im0

1y to their safety, an.__ & an enduring blessing
to the men of the sea. Befere their application,
reefing topsails was an all-hands job, and
L any—a weary_ _hour has  been passed
aloft in treezmg weather, and many a
life has been lost. while reefing. Now all this
has been overcome. Ry having upper topsails,
in stormy weathe: y can be lowered, and
thus a ship be put ...der close reefs of the old
rig without a man having to leave the deck.
‘When a squall has blown over, the upper top-
sails can be reset with ease. At my suggestion,
the late Donald McKay, applied this rigto the
Great Republic, and it is now universal in all

have applied the principle to topgallant yards.
The commodore was not only a great sailor, but
a good man; he was innately noble; an un-
worthy thought never found a lodgment in
his manly bosom. All honor to kis memory.
Probably the Wild Swan will have a suitable
apparatus for making fresh water, a storage
battery for her electric lights, and an ice-mak,
ing machine as a substitute for an ice bin.
Though not so large as the Alva or the Sultana-
she will be made to answer the design of her
owner as completely ; will be perhaps more sea-
worthy, and have more original elements in
her constructlon and equipment than any yacht
of her size in the world. As it has not yet
been decided whether to have her built
of wood or stesl, her dimensions may
pemodified. If of wood, it might be found expe-
dient to give herone foot more breadth of beam.
She would make an excellent revenuse cutter or
government surveying vessel, or even a com
merce destroyer in the event of war, to send to
distant seas, where her sailing qualities would
enable her to cruise many weeks without re-
sorting to any coal depot. She could easily be
s0 built as to carry a rifle gun forward, capable
of throwing a shell four or five miles, and one
or two smaller guns to be shifted as required.
The Wild Duck was designed to navigate the
‘shallow waters of Wood’s Holl and to cruise
along the coastin summer, and answered so

the same lines might be built, with equal suc-
cess, foreruising among the West Indies or the
Bahama Banks, the Gulf of Mexico and other
attractive places, with power enough to go
around the world as the Sunbeam did, and still
be available for our own coast from Chicago
east through the Welland Canal, clear down
through the outer harbors of Buzzards
Bay and the Delaware and Chesapeake
bays; to be quite as large as any family yacht
of the Sunbeam or Sultana class need be, and
by having centreboards, and a less draft of
water than these, the new vessel, which he
provoses to name the Wild Swan, would have a
freer range than these historic vessels could
have among unexplored islands in the Eastern
or Pacifie seas, clear up to Alaska on one side.
and to Spitzbergen on the other side of the
Arctic regions. The changesstated above wonld
no doubt enable the Wild Swan to beat any'™
auxiliary yacht mow atloat, of any size,

well that her owner thought a larger vessel of |

merchant ships. In fact, some large vessels

d



Form 2—For Typewriter use.

THE NORTH AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

CONNECTING WITH POSTAL AND UNITED LINES TELEGRAPH COMBANIES, AND MACKAY-BENNETT OCEAN CABLES.

This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liability, which have been assented to by the sender
of the following message.

rrors can be guarded against only by repeating a message back to the sending station for comparison, and the company will not hold itself

liable for errors or delays in transmission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages beyond the amount of tolls paid thereon, nor in any case where the
claim is not presented in writing within sixty days after sending the message.

This is an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above,

H. A. TUTTLE, Ceneral Supt. C. M. LORING, President,
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After transmitting telegrams which in their judgment would have served the Company’s interest if sent by teaim maaid, or whioch appear unnecessarily long, eperators are
required to make a copy of them and forward to Superintendent of Telegraph. Operators will write all tglegesms in ink, and eaclose those for delivery on trains (exeept
to trainmen) in sealed envelope.
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