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Hon. John Shérman,
Mansfield, O.
My dear Sir:-
| The serious defeat the Republican party has suffered
at the recent elections, imposes the duty upon every lover of his

country, whether or not he has supported the Republican party in

tke late campaign, to earefully study the situation, as it presents

itself in the light of the late clections.
That the .:ariff has been the prinecipal issue upon which

the battle has been fought and lost by the Republican party needs

- no further argument. The party's campaign managers, willingly or

unwillingly, permitted almost cvery other issue to be side-tracked

- &nd went through the campaign upon lines upch which, as became ¢vi-

dent at an carly psriod of the campaign to the unprejudiced obser=-
ver, victory was aimdsﬁ impossible. The Chairman of the Nationai
Republican Committee had been advised at the start, that in this
State at least thoe ecurreney and finaneial guestion ought to be
made paramount, but this adviee was totally disregarded, and only
a fceble discussion, entirely secondary to the tariff issue, was
permitted upon this all-important problem. As a conscquenee,

those who had given their support to the Republiean party because
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of their belief in its greater trustworthiness on finaneial ques-~
tions, soon became luke-warm in their actual and moral support,
ancé eontinued the same only in a passive manner.

Had the Republiecan party boldly fPforsed the eurreney
end silver question as one of the main issues ind placed itself
before the country as the ehampioAd of an honest standard, defoat
.might have, if not entirely avoidéd, besome luss crﬁshing, and the
party would have been ecertain to emerge from its defeat with great-
er erodit and vitality than now remain.

As it is, it is well that the country has spoken in a
veice of such unmistakable meaning. A narrow margin in favor of
@ither party would have been nothing shert of a galamity. Neither
party would in sueh event have aceceptod the verdliet as final, while
the vietors would, in all probability, have beeomec unremitting in
their efforts tc strengthen their positien by a palliating eeurse.
In thie light the patriot, evon in Republican ranks, should prefer,
the deoeisive Demoeratie vietery te a narrew essape from defeat by
khis own party. The rcspensibility of the Demoeratie party and
its leaders has new become gc¢ great and so weighty, that th: fear
neod no longer exist, that Domeeratic aseendaney may bscomo a
threat tc¢ the prespority of tlhiec ceuntry. Pessibly and probably
impending eeenemie ehanges may, fer a time ercate some doprossion,
but this will rapidly pass away, especially if the Democeratie lead-

ers understand that it is ineumbent upen their party to develep the
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programme of its ceming legislatien with as little delay aos pfasti~
eable.

This faet the reeent eleectiens have satablished beyend
dispute: that the Demeeratie party ef old haé eceased to exist.

New elements in mighty numbers have entered it and are eertain te
eentrel itz eouneils, toetally different frem th§ Bourben elements
whieh for many years have been its eontrelliag spirits. It is a
gsubject fer cengratulatien that the eentest has been settled nei-
ther threugh the votes ef the State ¢f New Yerk ner by the Selid‘
Seutkh, but rather by the majorities obtained in Illineis, Wiseensin
end Indisnea,

As to the Republigan party, its missien is by ne means
endod; if it eerrcetly lsarms to understand the lesson of its de—
feat it will emerge rejuvemated frem the disaster whieh has evar;
taken it, and again beeeme an impertant fastor in shaping the de;—
tinieg ef the natien. It should assume an attitude of e¢omnstant
watehfulness, aiding in and premeting the selution ef the great
preblems with whieh we shall kave inmediately to deal, and plaeing
itself in oppositien te every dangerous measure whieh a poszsible
ever-cenfidence upen the part of the party in eentrel may and no
d@ubﬁ will bring ferward.

The most impertant proeblem, and ene whese gelutien ean
kardly wait any lenger, remains the silver questien, and the vari-

ous ether questiens dependent thereen. The Ameriean people, whe
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“have just rejected with s¢ mighty a veiee the MeKinley tariff, will
never again aceept a depreeiated curreney, and the party whieh,
vhile in eontrel of the government, should be wanting in the firme
ness te provent a depreeiation in the standard, will rceeive geo- :
verer punishment at the hands ef the pseple than these who, mistak-
ing their mission, endeavered tc foist an unjust and ebnexieus |
tariff upen the natien.

Here the Republiecan minority ean de invaluable serviece,
and to it will beleng the merit if it pregses f@r%érd and hastens
tkis mementeus and diffieult questien te an immediate praetical
selutien.

I thus address yeu, net aléneée because you are a deserved-
1y honored chieftain of thie Republican party, but more se¢ beeause
geod eitizens eof whatever party will rejeiss if yeu eontinue to aid
with yeur wide experiense and large influence in the suring ef
the serieus and dangereus monetary situatien in which the country
Jhas been placed by the legislatien e6f recent years.

The real gzainers in last week's eentest will be they,
who read aright its trus meaning and the lessons it sheuld teseh,

rather than those whem the regent electien plaees intoe immediate

pewer and whe have new te assume thu respensibility of gevernment.
Believe me, dear Sir,
Yours mest faithfully,

(Signed) Jaeeb H. Sehiff.
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: F. M. FINCH,

Formerly of St. Paul, Minnesota, takes pleasure in
announcing that he is now with C.D. Peacock, Jeweler
and Silversmihh, northwest cor. of State and Wagh-
ington Streets, Chicago, where he will be pleased to
meet his old friends from the northwest.

Mail orders will receive prompt attention.

Goods sent on approval.
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