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Mr. James J. Hill, 

ROOM 57, 
GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY BU I LDIN G, 

SAINT PAUL . 

November 18th, 1892,. 

New York, N. Y. 

My dear Sir:-

In re sui1J of Accumulator Company. 
-------- - ~ --~ - --~--~--~-~~~--~ - ~-

As I understan4 i~, the terms of paJnnent for the stor~e 

battery cells were, one-half upon receip~ of all , the cells; the balance 

when all said calls had been set up. One-half the consideration for 

the batteries was paid t he AcctuTIulatcbr Company on recaip:t of the cells; 

the other half remains ll.'Ylpaid. I n July last I comrmmicated with the 

Accurnulator Company with t he view of obtaining from them a bond suffic-

ient to protec:t you agail1s~ any claims for i nfringements of patents by 

other parties whom I learned were successful against them in certain 

litigation which had be an i n progress for years. Some two months after-

wards I received a reply from t he Accumulator Company saying they re-

fused to furni sh t he de sired bond, claiming they were not called upon 
, '0 do so. Accompanying t his letter was one f rom t heir attorneys saying 

that t he bill had been placed in the hands of t he latter for collection. 

I t hereupon had Mr. Eller correspond with t he attorneys of the Accumula-

tor Company, explaining your position i n t he mat ter, and setting forth 
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J . J .H.2. 

that you had no desire to withhold payment when due;but simply wished to 
. ... ~ - . 

be secured against infringementsblaims, etc . Reply from said attorneys to 

that letter was received Saturday las:t; and i n the meantime we received 

fran you sum~ons served upon you in New York. 

On recotp1of the sumrnons Mr. Eller and I wont over t he whole 

ground very carefully, and he found more t hfu'1. one decision right in line 

with this case; and Eller's conclusion was that, unless Mr. Hood, at the 

time you placed the order with him for the cells, promised. on behalf of 

the Accumulator Company, to furnish on your demand, a bond or other surety 

to protect you against claims for infringements, we had no defenoe to set 

up against payment of the balanoe of the account: that while that portion 

of the cells installed at Summit Avenue power-house has not receivsQ a 

practical test we could not claim the whole nurnber of jars had not been 

set up . Furthermore, Roy, the exper~ hired by the St . Paul firm to install 

the batteries, was, and I think now is, an employee of the Accmnulator 

Company; and he left here last April - upon the completion of his labors . 

I have made this statement very full to shmv you how the case 

stands exactly. Of course the Accumulator Company are liable for any dam-

~e you may suffer hereafter through infr~~ements of patents in COID16ction 

with the batteries; but, as yet, you have suffered no damage of t his char-

acter; a~d unless said Company ~reed to give a bond we can no~ withhold 

payment of balance of their account because t hey refuse to furnish it, . I 
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would like to have had the bond befor·e parting with the money, but I can 

not see how we can avoid makil1g payment. I wired you to-day as no reply 
L 

had yet been receivld. to my telegram of the 16th; anft that if I <10 not 

hear from you tomorrow (Saturday) to the contrary, would settle the account 

and have the suit withdrawn. 

All the members of' your family here are well, and matte rs at 

your house appear to go along smoothly and harmoniously. 





INVESTMENTS FOR INCOME- NOT FOR SPECULATION . 

B ONDS 
ANK5TOCKS, 

( 10M, MERCIA,j- PAPER, 
'1 MINl'j',EAPOLIS 

, ORTGAGES, 

/ , 

,Tames tJ. Hi 11, 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Dear Sir:-

~'ce- 0/ 

eYt3C. W.)~ 
@#~qf~~ 

MEMBER of the S TOCK EXCHANGE 

0/ MINNESOTA . 

- References :-

Any Ba'nk or Financial Institution 

in Minneapolis. 

I have One Hundred Shares of Bank of Minneapolis Stock left 

in my hands for the bes t offer- if sold immediately. Are you prepared 

to make a bid f or the whole, ar any part of the same? 

The last sale of this Stock was a~de at $115 per share- sale made in 

open market at the Stock Exchange in Minneapolis. 

This stock is always in good demand, and a favorite in t he Market. 

Owing to the pro sperous condtion of the Bank, and the fact that the 

time f or a 4 per cent dividend i s almost here- this i s an exceptionally . ,). 

good time to buy. 

An early reply will oblige, 

t r ul y , 

(Dictated to H.) 
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