
KUH N, LOEB & CO. 

My dear Mr. Hill:-

I have your very interesting communication of the 

26th inst., which I have read carerully. 

I shall now dismiss the Canadian Western project which 

has been brought to my notice, as I only intended going into it . 

if it could be of use to the Great Northern. 

The explan~tion which you make as to your Company's po-

sition concerning its competitor. and transcontinental rates, is 

not only interesting, but so clear that I cannot see how it will 

be pbssible to assail the position which you have taken. When 

you 8ay, you will not accept rates high enough to permit your cem-

petitors to carry traffic around three sides of a square on equal 

terms with your line running over one side of the square, you have 

put the whole case in a nut-shell. 

Northern Pacific securities have had another sharp de-

cline, and there is such a growing distrust in the ability of the 

Company to maintain itself, that I am afraid this existing dis-

trust alone will before long force it into a receiver's handa. 

Undesirable as this will be from every point of view, I can hardly 

see how it can possibly be avoided. I believe the time is near 

when we should carefully confer as te what position you should 
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take in a reorganization of the N&rthern Pacific Co., of which, 

if you find it desirable and judicious, you could, in my opinion, 

gain control. 

I have said to Mr. Nichola that it is .our intention to 

turn the option which we have on $1,125,000. Willmar & Sioux Fall. 

Bonds, into a firm purchase right after New Year, as I thought this . 

would somewhat relieve your mind as to finances. I shall arrange 

this matter with Mr. Nichols, and you need not give yourself any 

further concern about it. 

I am sorry to learn that you are making ·some progress· 

only in removing the t ·rouble which your shoulder has been giving 

you, and I do hope that you will not take the matter lightly. 

Please let me know from time to time how you are getting on in 

this respect. 

I thank you very much for your kind wishes of the season, 

and both on behalf of Mrs. Schiff and my children, as well as my-

8elf, I sincerely reciprocate ·the same. You know my feelings 

towards yourself and your family, and it is therefore hardly nacea-

sary that I specify my wishes. 

Believe me, dear Mr. Hill, 

Yours most faithfully, 

James J. Hill Esq., 
GREAT NORTHERN RY.CO. 

St. Paul, Minn. 
JwtkUft 
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The Treasurer of Clay County, Minn. 

XI H, p, STRATE} T reasurer , ~ 
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TEMPORARY HEADQUARTERS, 

Rational 1League for (l;oo~ 1Roa~st 

45 Broadvvay. 

Jfew ~ork, .. ... D-eeember H 30 ~ 1892 . 

I have your favOl" of DeeembeJ9 12th and arn g iad to 
n o t e your inter.est in the matter' of good roads and your' desire to 
aid i n t h e work. You remark the. t the 'loT~:aniza ti on shpulct. oome f1'om 
the :far.Hers /~no_ "t he men jn thec ~ountl'y.:"'Wh J ,& the :rt>ada are r-e­
qu ired !' We qu i t~ COitld-ide wi th this o.p1nion-, and oUr Qri<. is in .. 
tended especiall y to pr-Ornote o:r-gan1zati-on 'aTOOng the far-nlet'$ . This 
ea nbe d one, howeve r, only by a temPo~y <1ent-ral o~g~hization, as. 
t h e f a nners wou l d neve r Qrieina te anYthing by themsel \1'&8 • If you 
will look a·t t m Con:stitlti"Ort of the Leap:u~ , you fl111 eee the scope 
of ou:r plans, 0,. mor~ r ~djlY,l'erhaps , f.,.~ the }J!*inted dOcumE'lnts 
headed "nt· ~ ..t,O 6 s i!'i (herertth im 10~ci) We 
have b ee n s() an){1 ou~ ~o romot this at~a.niZ'atiort an1dn~ the fa:r­
mars t h at we have asa idu.mlsly aultivated the gM'll~~I$', and with 
s u c h s uccess tl'l.l t oUJ- w it ia no. tully in(iorae hi tflt Natiortal 
and Ij{)eal organizations ' 'f the Patrone ()~ Husbandry an", many o~ 
the ir ae t ive w{)rke~e a'r"$ ()Ur sp~ 1a1 agents and h9.ml'ions. I in-
010 sa a r esolu t io'tt PSfiJ.-s:e b1: the Nat ~$l Gl'.n at a 1a t, tn$eting . 

Near l y ': all of the Ylellts1'n and ~ o~th este Railroads have re--
sponde d t o au ~ ',requ...,s t b.,. he aer'Vi 0 ell 'Of the1 r agen ts in t re work 
of farming 10 ea l l eagUes,. I _end YOlJ. ano ther copy of ou r oi rcular 
l e tter, and trust t ha t with the 8bov~ ihfonmation ~ou ill be die­
p osed to p; iv e us a ll t he help posa.i b l e ott you:r lines . Some o:f the 
Ra ilroads have issu e d sl'ee~l oircularflt to their station ap,ents to 
a. ssist i nfo rm i ng l q c al league ..... notabl y the' A. , T.& S . F •• I.send 
y ou a l so some new s paper .-e lippings fr'Om the Ti~s , Tri bune am Wot'ld 
sho wi n g t h e late st news 'Of th~ League. 

YaL1.~ s v e r-:! tru 1 Y, 

Jame~ J. Hi ll, Esq., 

President Great Northern Ri y , 

Saint Paul , Minn . 
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