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, I trust you will pa.rdon the I iberty I take (be ing an en-
tire t~·anger to you) in asking of you a favor, the like of which 
is rarely asked of anyone, except by those most intimately acquaifi 
ted with the prospective benefactor . l ly own native timidity and 
pride have for a long; time prevented me from taking this action, 
and now it is with nruch reluctance that I address you on the sub-
j ec t . 

My brother, a young man, resldlng in Pennsylvania, a telegraph 
operator in the employ of the Penn 'a Railroad, more than a year ago 
conceived the idea of a printing telegraph instrument . He worked 
the na tte Y' up to a point, whe re he thoug ht he could see a success­
ful aulmination of his idea , Early last August he unfolded the 
whole thi ng to rre, and on account of his financial inability to 
develope and procure a patent on the device, offered to assign a 
half in te re st in the s arne to :ere, if I would undertake the work and 
expense, whic h offer I accepted . I took hold of his plans and work 
ed on tlEm unt i 1 tre line of p erfecti on seeme d to be di st inctly 
drawn and at the beginning of the present year filed an application 
for lette rs patent, and about a month prior to that time began the 
work of construc t ing two work ing models, that numbe r be ing nece s­
sary for the proper demonstration of the practicability of tre ma­
chines . This latter work bas progressed finely up to the p resent 
time, and is well under way . All my tests and experiments have 
thus far been highly satisfactory and give promise of ultimate suc­
cess . Sorre or the large r and most importan t parts whic h en ter into 
the construction of the models, I have had made by competent mach­
inists, tre minor pa rts, fitt. ing and experimen ting having been done 
by myself . I have spen t all my even ings till midnig h t and all holi­
days on this work dur in g the past f our months, my day time be ing 
employe d in the performance of my du ties as Reporte r of the Muni­
cipal Court of St Paul. I have now reacl:te d the point, whe re my own 
means have becorre exhausted and the work is practically at a stan :.1.­
st ill, exce pt such small addi t ions as I am a ble to make with my ow n 
efforts and tools . The amount of available funds at my disposal, 
arising from my monthly salary, after paying all the legitimate ex­
penses of Ira intaining myself' and family and keeping up 1 ife insur­
ance which I carry for the protection of those who are dependent 
upon me, is so small, tl:at it avails but little in the prosecution 
of the work I have undertaken, which owing to its peculiar nature, 
being mos tly electrical, is very expensive, often exorbitant . No 
month does the an10unt exceed twenty dollars, and some months con­
siderable less . This amount is inadequate to carryon the project 
as it should be, wit hout any delay, for anot re r re ason, namel y , 
that we ha ve recen tly evolved some new ideas, which when developed 
wi 11 a rfe c t some importan t impr ov snen ts al(-d add to the effe ct i ve-
ne ss of the rra chine s by increasi ng the print ing speed and by ' dimin­
ishing the amount of power requiI-ed for their operation . A new ap­
plication for letters patent will have to be made bef"ore the patent 
o~ the original application issues to cover the proposed improve­
men ts, and t hi twill nee ess ita te th e expend i tv re of a cons ide rab Ie 
sum within a short space of t irre, meantime t he expense of carrying 
on t he me clan ical v,rork wi 11 be acc ruing am wi 11 have to be met. 
The outlay thus far, inc Iud ing on e hundre d della rs paid ac count of 
patent fees, amounts to nearly three hundred dollars; this is out­
si de of my own ti tre and la bor, w hic h has effe cte d a saving of at 
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least half that amount . I intend to continue my work and save ev­
ery dollar of' expense possible, and believe that five hundred dol­
lars, judi ciously spent (and I bel ieve my kn owledge and ac quain­
tan c e wi th the su bje ct and my expe rience in deal ing with people 
warrant me in saying it would be so spent) would complete the two 
machine s . 

Now, tre favor I am about to ask of you, is in tre nature of 
a business transaction, or an accomnodation, and in no wise a gift, 
and my proposition is this : Loan me five hundred dollars, to be 
repaid to you at the rate of ten ($10) dollars per month, and 'the 
interest (rate to be agreed upon) payable quarterly, am upon such 
other te nns as rmy be agreed upon and arranged to the sat isfaction 
of both parties . I have proposed the above named easy terms for 
the reason, that whether the machines are a success or not, I will 
be able to pay all my obligations in connection with the under-
tak ing, t te paymen t 0 f my debts bein g t he stri ct: pract ic e of my 
life . 

I ask this f av or, no t be ca us e y au are re pu ted to be a man of 
g re at weal th, f or I kn ow t ba t all SD ch me n are be i ng cons tan t 1 y be­
sieged by indi gen t and unfortunat e people, many of whom act not in 
good faith, but who simply prey upon those whose industry, thrift 
and inte gri ty have enabled them to amass fortune s, while they, 
through their own neglect and indolence, have allowed the golden 
opportunities of life to pass trem by unimproved . I ask this favo r 
puerly and s imply in the light of a business transaction, as one 
business nan would ask an accommodation of an other, and have sing­
led you out from amongst the o the r re spectable, pr ominen t and well­
to-do men of our city, be caus e of your ab il it y to re spond tot he :i.' ( 

re quest, b ecaus e of your pr ogre ssi ve sp i ri t, and e spe c iall y be­
caus e the obj eo t of my unde rtaking, if succe ssful, wi 11 c erne more 
directly in line with the great interests which you have so zealous 
ly buil t up and wh ic h you now so ably and worth ily supervise . 

A Ii tt Ie inquiry about the city wo n ld proba bly serve bes t to 
inform yau as to who I am and as to my charac te r . I have roe si ded 
he re for the past e ig; ht ye ar s and have a large ac quaintance in the 
city . Have been in the employ of the City since August 17th 188 5, 
wi th t te except ion of f curte e n months I served as Stenographe r to 
Mr . D. S . B . Jormston of this city . ]'o r nearly three years subsequent 
to tba above named date, I acted as Sec retary to Mr . L . W. Rundlett 
pre sent Cit y Eng in e e r, and d uri n g t h e pa s t f au r yea rs have be en the 
Ofr icial Reporter of the Munic ipal Court . Delicacy fo rbids my 
speaking in praise of myself, tmrefore, will only say as to my 
hab its, that t l~y are r €gular an d t anpe rate . I do no t bel ieve a man 
young or old, bas a. right to wasteor idle away any of his tin~, 
hence, I have long since formed the h abit cif ke eping b1.]sy, mak ing 
use of all tbe odds and ends of my tirre in some employment which I 
believe to be productive o f useful results . Having been deprived 
of the advantages of s Chooling in youth, a great deal of my t i n:e 
outsi d e of bus iness h ours ha s b ee n s pen t i n seek i ng out a nd trea c" ­

ur ing up such bi ts of useful know ledge as I was able to i'ind from 
books, from people and from tllat prolific source known as observa-
t ion . As to my honesty an d in tegri ty, I would ra the r let thos e who 
have known me for several years speak . 

I have written, instead of calling in person and introdu.cing 
myself and the subj ect of t h is conmunicat ion to you, because, I ap­
preciate the fact that you are a busy man, and have rmny demands 
upon your valuable time, and therefore thought toot you might pe­
ruse this at sometime when you had a few moments leisure, when it 
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wo u ld be inconvenient to app oint a meet ing . I shoul d be pleased 
to call upon you at any time you see fit to designate and submit 
the plan s of our devi ce, and expla in more fu 11 y the na t "lJre of it, 
as well as giving any other or further information you nay desire . 
Arrangenents could also be made for giving you an opportunity to 
v i ew the mac hines as far as the work is completed . 

I have ne ver yet needed any references in this ci ty, but 
should you wish any , I t h ink I can produce more than enough to sat­
isfy you, before you take any decisi v e step in this matter . 

In conclusi on, I trust you will not let this opport1Jni ty to 
con fe I' a gre at fa vor upon an honest and earne st app licant go by 
without giving Ire an opportunity to see you and yoursel:f an oppor­
tunity to inqu ire into the merits of the case . My only desire in 
this rratter is to succeed by fair and hone able means; my greatest 
misfortune being tmt I am poor . 

Hoping that after having read the foregoing, you will pardon 
the seemingl y unwarranted li be r ty I have taken, and tha t I may hear 
from you at your convenience, I am, Dear Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 
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" Receiver's No. Time Flied Check 

SE N D the following message subject to the termsl 
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to. . (" 7t pril , 189 3 . 

To Gao . V. Ballot t 

1 0 V~l l St r-eet , 
_ ow York . 

'fe l egr'ar. i~ec ei Vt.( • Yes . 
J s . ,1 . Hi 11 • 
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