St Paul, Minn. April 7th 1893.

t Northern Ry. Co. City.

: I trust you will pardon the liberty I take (being an en-
tire\ stranger to you) in asking of you a favor, the like of which
is rarely asked of any one, except by those most intimately acquain
ted with the prospective benefactor. riy own native timidity and
pride have for a long time prevented me from taking this aetion,
and now it is with mueh reluctance that I address you on the sub-
jeect.

My brother, a young man, residing in Pennsylvania, a telegraph
operator in the employ of the Penn'a Railroad, more than a year ago
conceived the idea of a printing telegraph instrument. He worked
the nme tter up to a point, where he thought he could see a success-
ful culmination of his idea, Early last August he unfolded the
whole thing to me, and on account of his financial inability to
deve lope and procure a patent on the device, offered to assign a
half interest in the same to me, if I would undertake the work and
expense, which offer I accepted. I took hold of his plans and work
ed on tlem until the line of perfection seemed to be distinetly
drawn and at the beginning of the present vear filed an application
for letters patent, and about a month prior to that time began the
work of construeting two working models, that number be ing neces-
sary for the proper demonstration of the practicability of the ma-
chines. This latter work has progressed finely up to the present
time, and is well under way. All my tests and experiments have
thus far been highly satisfactory and give promise of ultimate suec-
cess. Some of the larger and most important parts which enter into
the construction of the models, I have had made by compe tent mach-
inists, the minor parts, fitting and experimenting having been done
by myself. I have spent all my evenings till midnight and all holi-
days on this work during the past four months, my day time being
employed in the performance of my duties as Reporter of the Muni-
cipal Court of St Paul. I have now reached the point, where my own
means have become exhausted and the work is practically at a stand-
still, except suchi small additions as I am able to make with my own
efforts and tools. The amount of available funds at my disposal,
arising from my monthly salary, after paying all the legitimate ex-
penses of ma intaining myself and family and keeping up life insur-
ance whiech I carry for the protection of those who are dependent
vpon me, is so small, tlat it avails but little in the prosecution
of the work I have undertaken, which owing to its peculiar nature,
being mos tly electrical, is very expensive, often exorbitant. No
month does the amount exceed twenty dollars, and some months con-
siderable less. This amount is inadequate to carry on the project
as it should be, without any delay, fa another reason, namely,
that we have recently evolved some new ideas, which when developed
will affect some important improvements angd add to the effective-
ness of the machines by increasing the printing speed and by dimin-
ishing the amount of power required for their operation. A new ap-
plication for letters patent will have to be made before the patent
offi the original application issues to cover the proposed improve-
ments, and that will necess itate the expenditure of a considerable
sum within a short space of time, meantime the expense of carrying
on the meehanical work will be aceruing amd will have to be met.
The outlay thus far, includ ing one hundred dollars paid account of
patent fees, amounts to nearly three hundred dollars; this is out-
side of my own time and labor, which has effected a saving of at
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least half that amount. I intend to continue my work and save ev-
ery dollar of expense possible, and believe that five hundred dol~
lars, judiciously spent (and I believe my knowledge and acquain-
tance with the subject and my experience in dealing with people
warrant me in saying it would be so spent) would complete the two
machines.

Now, the favor I am about to ask of you, is in tke nature of
a business transaction, or an accommodation, and in no wise a gift,
and my proposition is this: Loan me five hundred dollars, to be
repaid to you at the rate of ten ($10) dollars per month, and the
interest (rate to be agreed upon) payable quarterly, and upon such
other terms as may be agreed upon and arranged to the satisfaction
of both parties. I have proposed the above named easy terms for
the reason, that whether the machines are a success or not, I will
be able toc pay all my obligations in commection with the under-
tak ing, the payment of my debts being the striet practice of my
life.

I ask this favor, not because you are reputed to be a man of
great wealth, for I know that all such men are being constantly be-
sieged by indigent and unfortunate people, many of whom act not in
good faith, but who simply prey upon those whose industry, thrift
and integrity have enabled them to amass fortunes, while they,
through their own neglect and indolence, have allowed the golden
opportunities of life to pass them by unimproved. I ask this favor
puerly and simply in the light of a business transaction, as one
business man would ask an accommodation of an other, and have sing-
led you out from amongst the other respectable, prominent and well-
to-do men of our city, because of your ability to respond to the :ix
request, because of your progressive spirit, and especially be-
cause the object of my unde rtaking, if successful, will ¢ ome more
directly in line with the great interests whieh you have so zealous
ly built up and which you now so ably and worthily supervise.

A little inguiry about the city would probably serve best to
inform you as to who I am and as to my character. I have resided
here for the past eight years and have a large acqguaintance in the
city. Have been in the employ of the City since August 17th 18895,
with the exception of fourteen months I served as Stenographer to
Mr. D.S.B.Johnston of this eity. For nearly three years subsequent
to the above named date, I acted as Secretary to Mr. L. W. Rundlett
present City Engineer, and during the past four years have been the
Off icial Reporter of the Munie ipal Court. Delicacy forbids my
speaking in praise of myself, therefore, will only say as to my
habits, that tley are regular and temperate. I do not bel ieve a man
young or old, has a right to wasteor idle away any of his time,
hence, I have long since formed the habit of keeping busy, making
use of all the odds and ends of my time in some employment which I
believe to be productive of useful results. Having been deprived
of the advantages of skhooling in youth, a great deal of my time
outside of business hours has been spent in seeking out and treas-
ur ing up such bits of useful knowledge as I was able to find from
books, from people and from that prolific source known as observa-
tion. As to my honesty and integrity, I would rather let those who
have known me for several years speak.

I have written, instead of cealling in person and introducing
myself and the subject of this ecommunication to you, because, I ap-
preciate the fact that you are a busy man, and have many demands
upon your valuable t ime, and therefore thought that you might pe-
rusé this at sometime when you had a few moments leisure, when it
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would be inconvenient to appoint a meeting. I should be pleased
to call upon you at any time vou see fit to designate and submit
the plans of our device, and explain more fully the nature of it,
as well as giving any other or further information you may desire.
Arrangements could also be made for giving you an opportunity to
view the maechines as far as the work is completed.

I have never yet needed any references in this city, but
should you wish any, I think I can producee more than enough to sat-
isfy you, before you take any decisive step in this matter.

In eonclusion, I trust you will not let this opportunity to
confer a great favor upon an honest and earnest applicant go by
without giving me an opportunity to see you and yourself an oppor-
tunity to inquire into the merits of the case. My only desire in
this matter is to succeed by fair and honew#ble means; my greatest
misfortune being tlmt I am poor. 3

Hoping that after having read the foregoing, you will pardon
the seemingly unwarranted liberty I have taken, and that I may hear
from you at your convenience, I am, Dear Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

%W odz S ttacor
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