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Winnipeg, July 28,18%7
J.J. Hill Esgq;
St. Paul.
Dear Sir;

I wrote to our Sect. from lioorhead last week again
urging the importance of immediate and decisive action in re-
ference to the Flatboat trade, (provided the law was on our side).
Now this is the most important item in our whole business so far
as the outlook for this fall is concerned, and the one that re-
ceives the least attention.

Our Company should employ some capable person to de=-
vote his whole time and attention and not let him sleep tiil the
matter is pushed into an issue before the perop&r authorities.
That will fesult either in bringing the Flatboaﬂbu”w to a stand
etill, or if it's decided we can't do anything in that way, then
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we should make some special pazfes and reduce rates on certain
articles.
I am ashaned when I think of the amount of freight these

fellows take right under our noseCﬁso to Speak“§

5 and our people
in St. Paul hardly make an effort to prevent. I wrote lir. K. a
strong letter about it last spring, he replied that"Galasha was
. going to loék i# up". Now Jim, let us infuse a little more vigor
into this thing, for it's more to your interest than mine. All

I get is success; you get money. You ought to find out what the
law and our rights are, and how much these Flatboat men are in-
fringing on the law and on our rights; and then if there is a
case against them, siﬂply some one to push it with vigor.

Ogﬁﬁﬁect. has too much detail work at his own desk to
give much,of thought to such thingé, and lir.XK, being absent 1
consider it my duty to keep the matter in gsight, (in fact it is
ever present with me because actually visable right here all the
trng. After ascertaining what our rights are or to what extent
the Flatvoats are liable for infringing unlawfully on our rightg,
If we have any case, it would pay you to run up to Henderson &
see Frankenfield (where I think he now is).

It is atvthe Customzflouse where the complaints must be
made, affidavits could be easily procured by any person working
the mattervup-in our intérestjthat three fourths of the goods
entered or passed the Customs at¥Penibina are not owned by the
people running the flatboats, although they greedly make a
stateient to that effect under oath. I think. Certain it is théy
go around this place openly and solicét orders for freight.

Now will you put a little of your usual "vim" into
;his thing, and by so doing better your own interest.

Yours truly,
E.V. Holcombe

I may aad that the Customs authorities secened to deem
it their duty to hold our line to ﬁgﬁég;céount inmatters pert-
aining to laws by which we are governgd. If they will act with
equal promptitness against the Flatboéts, I fell certain the

result would be tavorable to the Steamboat intervest.
EO v. H.
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