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St . Paul) 

Dear Jim;- I see by the dispatches that 

your Rail Road Scheme has been consurnated. I must con-

gratulate you on the result - Knowin~ as I do that to you 

belongs the credit as originator of the whole scheme -

You have my best wishes .c"r your euccesg in the new field 

of operati':>Us - Turning from that howevcr t o the ol d & 

still important ( for one year) subject of Steamboating ­

let me urce on you the irr,portance of comin" to a decision 

in re"ard to the pronosed changes & repairs on Our coats 

As I know you are the "power behind the throne tl & 

nothir.g will be cbne till you aloe heard from - I venture 

to hope you will reach an ea~ly decision & write or tel e­

-7aph me (or vet ~ . K. to do so) at Grand Forks where I 

exnect to be early next week -

Business on the River for the p~st two weeks has been 

good, all the fre iJht we wa.nted both wavs & a reasonable 

nU'!lber of passen "ers - Should the wea.ther continue favor-

able this week I think we will clear up all the business 

& r.et every thin" back to the Forke for Winter - & make 

the October business ~ aJout Cn,ooo- which is bf't­

ter than we had '1 right to expeot two weeks a~o - as 

had ordered the " International" laiC! Ury last week but had 

to let her make another trip on which she will clear over 
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Jim - pl'ase don ' t .hink me med.lpsom if 12dvise 

you not ~o let DaIry 1')l3 & Grandin ' s st.'=boat scheme 

scare you or ·,h old Gent into any rash prOlDlses - ,Valt 

till I C'::'!l' aawn & h 'ar my side - I tell you ca.ndidly 

they can ' t hurt you - & I ,':ish tr1ey ' d bUild . 

Yours truly 

( signed ) E. V. Holcombe 
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